Go ogle 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non- commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 



Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : / /books . google . com/ 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google _ 



Digitized by 



Google 



SCOTTISH 



NOTES AND QUERIES 



SECOND SERIES 

VOL VII. 

July, 1905, to June, 1906 



JOHN BULLOCH 

EDITOR 



ABERDEEN 
THE ROSEMOUNT PRESS 
1906 



Digitized by Google 



ri-ii_ i\.:\v 'i'-'.^.v 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 

002 /(>4 

ASTOR, LENOX AND 
TILDEN FCiWOATIONS. 
R 19U L 



Digitized by 



Google 



ILLUSTRATIONS. 

// U 

^^12. ^04,.t2o, 152. 



Church Communion Tokens - - - to'Jd^e' p^gt^i 



Digitized by Google 







Digitized by 



Google 



SECOND SERIES. 

INDEX TO SEVENTH VOLUME. 



A 

A,, R., on Barclays of Ury, 191 

Abercrombie, Mistress, 94, in 

Abercromby of Glassaugh's Daughters, 107, 143 

Aberdeen Bibliography, 100, 167 

Aberdeen, Coal Mine near, 45, 51 

Aberdeen Directory j 84 

Aberdeen Maps and Views, 25, 41, 69, 115 

Aberdeen, Old Seal of, 32, 47 

Aberdeen Painters, 173 

Aberdeen Periodicals in MS., 54 

Aberdeen •* Pynours," i 

Aberdeen Universities, Records of, 171 

Aberdonensium Incunabula, Scriptorum, 155 

Achnach, 95, 127, 156, 190 

Adams, Robert, on Rev. James Robe's Magazine, 14 
AdvocaU, The, 5 

Alba, on A Burns Emendation, 94 

Achnach, 95 

Admiral Knowles, 59 

Alesius, 59 

Allan Glen, 126 

Anecdote of Tannahill, 86 

Andrew Melville, 151 

Beriah Botfield, 156 

D. Macgregor Peter, " Heraldist," 107 

David and John Leitch, 176 

David Herd, 168 

Charles Keith, M.D., 59 

George Buchanan, 103 

George Beattie, 155 

Gershom Carmichael, 147 

Glenmore, 107 

Goethe and Mrs. Carlyle, 107 

•* Heather Jock," 114 

Hugh and John McCallum, 141 

James Thomson, 156 

John Grant of Glengairn, 94 



Alba, on John Barbour, 103 

John Harvey, M.A., 29 

Lanimer Day, 109 

Lawrance Family, 109 

Neil Maclean, 155 

Rev. Ranald Rankin, 106 

Sir David Murray of Corthy, 190 

Scotch Church, Erfurt, 139 

The Cant Family, i6i 

The Rev. Mr. Roger, 156 

The Tombstone Tree, 139 

Thomas Stephen, 106 

William Hutchison, 186 

Alesius, 59 
Alexander, 174, 191 

Aliquis, on a Coal Mine near Aberdeen, 62 

Quotation Source, no 

"Ancient History of Caledonia," 125, 158 
Anderson, James, D.D., 93, no, 127 
Anderson, James, on Communion Tokens, 72, 105, 
120, 143, 160 

Anderson, P. J., on Aberdeen Bibliography, 100, 
167 

Bibliography of Edinburgh Periodicals, i 

Murray Lectures at King's College, 108 

Records of Aberdeen Universities, 171 

Scotch Church at Erfurt, 172 

Scriptorum Aberdonensium Incunabula, 155 

The Rev. Mr. Roger, 94 

The Silver Eel," 172 

Andersons of Linkwood, 57 
Anglo-Saxon Word ** Fah," 132 
Anthology, English County, 174 
Anxious Inquirer, on ** Nancy Stone," 191 
Applecross, Communion Tokens, 72 
Arbuthnots of Haddo, 93, no 
Ardmurchin, 126 

Arpafeelie Communion Tokens, 184 
Arthurian Annual^ 9 



Digitized by Google 



vi. 



INDEX, 



Argyleshire, Notable Men and Women of, 2, 21, 34, 

67, 82, 98, 118, 137, 148, 163, 181 
Aul' Kirk o' Tuna's Tes'ment, 12, 27 

B 

Ballad on the Battle of Bannockburn, 174 

Balloch Family, 50, 75 

Banff Communion Tokens, 184 

Barbour, John, 103 

Barclay of Ury, 172, 190, 191 

Barclay, Sir George, the Conspirator, 62 

Bawbee Bagpipe^ 5 . 

Baptist Church, the First in Scotland, 20 

Beaton, Elspet, 173, 191 

Beattie, George, 158, 176 

Bell, Sir Francis Dillon, 64 

Bennet, Jas. Gordon, Origin of, 13 

Benbecula, Communion Tokens, 104 

Ben Lawers, 54 

Bernara Communion Tokens, 104 

Bethune Family, 46, 52 

Bible, The Disappearing Family, 12 

Bibliographies, Scottish, 12 

Bibhography, Aberdeen, 100 

Bibliography of Aberdeen Periodicals, 7, 83 

Bibliography of Dundee Periodicals, 134 

Bibliography of Edinburgh Periodicals, i, 4, 37, 76, 

87, loi, 123, 130, 165, 178 
Biographia Scotica, 94, iii 
Bishop of Aberdeen and Orkney, The New, 129 
Birsay and Harray Communion Tokens, 120 
Blair Family, 47, 57 
Blue Moon, A, 14 
Bodie, The Name, 156 
Bon- Accord Almanack, 84 
Borderer, on The Grahams of Bogwhapple, 174 

How to Trace a Family (?), 174 

Botfield, Beriah, of Norton Hall, 93, no, 156 

Brodie and Hay Family, 107 

Brodie, John and Alex. , Potters, Newcastle, 78 

Brodies, and the 1787 Edition oi Burns* Poems, 55 

Brodies in Glenbucket, 103 

Brodies of Cullen, 107 

Brodiesord, 141, 160, 175 

Brooch of Lorn, 13, 32, 48 

Brown's Bookstall, 8 

Bracadale Communion Tokens, 73 

Bressay, Burra, and Quarff Communion Tokens, 152 

Brewster, Sir David — his Editorial Work, 78, 94 

Brown, Provost of Aberdeen, 190 

*' Brown's Deeside Guide," 187 

Buchan Field Club, 53, 103 

Buchanan, George, 103 

Buchan Societies of Farmers, 79 

Bulloch Family, Further Notes on, 40 

Bulloch, J. M., on A Duel in Strathdon, 79 

An Eccentric Gordon, 44 

A Jewish Gordon, 100 

Andersons of Linkwood, 57 

Ardmurchin 126 

Alex. Gordon, 107 

A Projected Gordon History, 1754, 84 



Bulloch, J. M., on "Biographia Scotica," 12 

Blair Family, 57 

Burials in Snow Churchyard, 148 

Castle Gordon, near Musselburgh, 126 

Coal Mine near Aberdeen, 45 

Capt. Alex. Sinclair Gordon, 127 

Capt. Jas. Alex. Gordon, 127 

C. Gordon Urquhart, 93 

Colonel Wm. Gordon, 140 

Cudbear, 172 

Duchess of Gordon Burlesqued, 11 

Family of Balloch, 50 

Further Notes on the Bulloch Family, 40 

Gordon and Ruthven, 62 

Gordons as Shipmasters, 92, 190 

Gordons in France, 30 

Gordon Forbes, 57 

Gordon, Barron, & Co. , 59 

Gordons of Newseat, 57 

Gordon Tags, 57 

James Nicol McAdam, 57 

Jane Maxwell's Daughters, 29 . 

John Gordon, Merchant, Gibraltar, 46 

Lady Gordon's Portrait by Downman, 30 

Lieutenant Ann Gordon, 132 

Lord Esher's Forbes Ancestry, 31 

Michie's MS. History of the Gordons, 30 

Miss Gordon Drowned, 79 

Natural Children of the Dukes of Gordon, 56 

Peter Gordon, Crofts of Glenbucket, 126 

Rev. Pat. Gordon, the Geographer, 11, 33 

Rev. Robt. McPherson, Chaplain, 93 

Sir Jas. Davidson Gordon, 13 

Spanish Ships ** Besieged " at Aberdeen, 136 

Strange Method of Hair Dressing, 93 

Subject Superiors Wanted, 191 

The Arbuthnots of Haddo, 93 

The Disappearing Family Bible, 12 

The Burnetts and the De Ruvigny Family, 31 

The Ducal Gordons' Natural Issue, 17 

The Elmslie Family, 100 

The Duchess of Gordon as a Book Buyer, 92 

The Family of Balloch, 50 

The Estate of Kincaldrum, 122, 159 

The Sangster Family, 59 

The Mysterious Peter Gordon of Haddoch, 133 

The Northern Fencibles, 39 

" Tutor of Gordon," 79 

Wm. Dunbar, Factor to Lord Findlatcr, 13 

Bullox, The Name, 92 

** Bulwark," Etymology of, 26 

Burnett's, Bishop Gilbert, Descendants, 47 

Burgess Ticket of Inverness, 12 

Burnetts and the De Ruvigny Family, 31 

Burns Emendation, A, 94, iii 

Burns' Lines at Stirling, 125, 143, 158, 175 

c 

C, W. B., on D. McGregor Peter, "Heraldist," 142 
»• Heather Jock," 138 

St. Ninian's Chapel at the Rebellion of 1745, 

138 



Digitized by Google 



INDEX, 



vii. 



C, W. J., on Bibliography of Dundee Periodicals, 134 
Provost Brown of Aberdeen, 190 

Sir David Brewster^s Editorial Work, 78 

The Earliest Dundee Periodical, 186 

Caesar, The Name, 126 
Caxmgorm Club youmal, 8 
Cairn, William, 59 
Caledonian Mercury ^ 37 
Cant Family, The, 161 
Carlyle, Goethe and Mrs., 107 
Carmichael, Gershom, M.A., 147 
Carol Fair, 135 

Castlehill and Stocket Wood of Aberdeen, 103, 126 

Cawdor Castle Traditions, 28 

Centenary of the Revolution, 20 

Celtic, on Perthshire, 106 

Cherryvale Mag^asine, 8 

CkrisHoH Diurnall, loi 

Christian Guests 77 

Christian Literature, 54 

Coal Mine near Aberdeen, 45, 62 

"Code of the North," 108 

Colquhoun of Luss, 158 

Colville, Robert, 173 

Communion Tokens, 104, 120, 152, 169 

Communion Tokens of Episcopal Churches, 184 

Communion Tokens of tne Established Churches, 

72, 104, 120, 152, 169, 184 
Cook, W. B., on An Old Seal of Aberdeen, 4/ 
Corson Cone on Johnson*s Rambler , 140 

Robe's Monthly History, 78 

Corstorphine Parish Church, Restoration of, 54 
*' Countesswells," The Place-Name, 136, 172 
Couper, Sydney C, on Ben Lawers, 54 

Derivation of " Goat Fell," 81 

The Place-Name " Gight," 10 

The Place-Name ** Countesswells," 136 

Couper, W. J., on Bibliography of Edmburgh 

Periodicals, 4, 37, 76, 87, loi, 123, 130, 165, 

178 

Cross Communion Tokens, 105 

Cross and Burness Communion Tokens, 120 

Cruden Communion Tokens, 184 

Crusade Weekly, 9 

Cudbear, 172, 180 

CuUoden Battle, 173 

D 

D. , ]., on George Beattie, 176 

D. McGregor Peter, ♦* Heraldist,*' 157 

D., R., on Find of Urns at For glen, 135 
- — -Glenmore, 142 

- — • Parody of " Bonnie Dundee," 176 

Danson, J. M.,on The New Bishop of Aberdeen and 

Orkney, 129 
Delting Communion Tokens, 152 
Dingwall Communion Tokens, 169 
l>iimiall Occurrences in Parliament, 86 
Diumall of Some Passages and Affairs, 87 

Dog," the Name, in Aberdeenshire, 58 
I^nside on Parody of Bonnie Dundee, 156 
I>ramatic Review and Weekly Miscellany, 77 



Dramatic Spectator, 6 

Dublin Intelligence, 123 

Ducal Gordons' "Natural" Issue, 17 

Duel in Strathdon, 79, 96 

Dunbar, Mariota, 173, 191 

Dunbar, Wm., Factor to Lord Findlater, 13, 48 

Dundee Advertiser, 10 

Dundee Magazine, 134 

Dundee Periodical, The Earliest, 186 

Dunrossness Communion Tokens, 152 

Duirinish Communion Tokens, 73 

Durris, 147, 171 

E 

Ed., on The Family and Name of Michie, 45 

Edinburgh Courant, 130, 179 

Edinburgh Echo, 4 

Edinburgh Dramatic Censor, 39 

Edinburgh Flying Post, 130 

Edinburgh Gazette, loi, 123, 166 

Edinburgh Monthly Democrat and Total Abstinence 

Advocate, 37 
Edinburgh Theatrical Casket, 4 
Edinburgh Theatrical and Musical Review, 6 
Edinburgh Weekly Review, 77 
Edmond, J. P., ** Aberdeen Printers," 122 
Edward RavenscrofVs Almanack, 83 
Elmslie Family, 100 
Entertaining Echo, 4 
Evening Post, 180 
Evening Telegraph, 10 

Evie and Rendall Communion Tokens, 120, 169 

F 

F., J., on Scott's Tales of a Grandfather," 106 
F., W. L., on The Heir Male of the Lords Forbes 

of Pitsligo, 29 
The Lord Forbes and "The Bush of Kaitness," 

13 

Wm. Forbes of Edinglassie and the Covenan- 
ters, 13 

Fair Isle Communion Tokens, 152 
I Faithful Intelligencer, 88 
Falkirk Battle, 173 
Family, How to Trace a, 174, 192 
Farquhar, B. St C, on The Estate of Kincaldrum, 
140 

Farquharsons in Boharm, 44 

Farquharson of Inverey, 85 

Fear-Tathaich nam Beann, 76 

Fencible Regiment, Raising a, 66 

Fetlar and North Yell Communion Tokens, 152 

Fintry Communion Tokens, 184 

Firth and Stenness Communion Tokens, 120 

Folia Rule Communion Tokens, 184 

Forbes, The Lord, and "The Bush of Kaitness," 

13, 48 
Forbes, Gordon, 57 

Forbes, Schoolmaster, in Maryculter, 79 
Forbes, Wm., of Edinglassie, and the Covenanters, 
13 



Digitized by Google 



viii. 



INDEX, 



Fourth Duke of Gordon as a Sportsman, loo 

Fraserburgh Communion Tokens, 184 

Fraser, G. M., on Aberdeen Maps and Views, 25, 

41, 69, 115 
Fraserburgh 150 Years Ago, 49 
Fyvie Communion Tokens, 184 

Q 

G., MacG.-, on Elspet Beaton, 173 

Gordon and Ruthven, 45 

— ' — Representatives of Viscount Limerick, 45 

Ruthven Family, 48 

G., M. MacG.-, on Aberdeen Painters, 173 

" Biographia Scotia," 94 

Jonet Kirk, 173 

Mariota Dunbar, 173 

Mistress Abercrombie, 94 

Subject Superiors Wanted, 173 

Gairloch Communion Tokens, 72 

Gammack, James, LL.D.,on David Bremner Hender- 
son, 166 

Mercer Family, 24 

Rev. John Sharp or Sharpe, 60 

Sir Francis Dillon Bell, 64 

Sir George Barclay, the Conspirator, 62 

George, J. F., on The Families ol Vipont, Mortimer, 
and Bethune, 52 

The Surname Michie, 62 

Genealogie of the Lairds of Petfoddells, 170 

Genealogy, The Use of, 129 

**Gight," The Place-Name, 10, 20, 57 

Glen, Allan, 31, 62, 126 

Glenelg Communion Tokens, 72 

Glenmore, 107, 142 

Glenshiel Communion Tokens, 72 

" Goat Fell," Etymology of, 81, 136 

Goethe and Mrs. Carlyle, 107 

Goodall, Al^x., on Johnson's Rambler ^ 159 

Good WordSj 77 

Gordianus and Gordiaqs of Rome, 31 

Gordon -Achnach Marriage, A, 46 

Gordon, Admiral Chas., 56 

Gordon, Alexander, 107 

Gordon and Ruthven, 45, 62 

Gordon, A Story about the Duchess of, 114 

Gordon, Capt. A. S., 127 

Gordon, Alex., Ensign, 92 

Gordon, An Eccentric, 44 

Gordon, Armistead C, on Alexander, 174 

Gordon, Barron, & Co., 59 

Gordon, Capt. Alex. Sinclair, 107 

Gordon, Capt. Jas. Alexander, 107 

Gordon Castle, near Musselburgh, 126 

Gordon, Catherine, 56 

Gordon, Chas., Admiral, 84 

Gordon, Col. George, of Glenstromie, 56 

Gordon, Col. William, Bombay Army, 140 

Gordon, The Duchess of, as a Book Buyer, 92 

Gordon, The Duchess of, Burlesqued, n 

Gordon, The Duchess of, in 1808, 147 

Gordon Family, 106 

Gordon, Fourth Duke, and the Catholics, 124 



Gordon Highlanders, Roman Catholic Opposition 
to the, 139 

Gordon, Hugh, Watchmaker, Aberdeen, 84 

Gordon History, 1754, Projected, 84 

Gordon, John, Merchant, Gibraltar, 46 

Gordon, Lady Charlotte, Duchess of Richmond, 117 

Gordon, Lady Katherine, 140, 159 

Gordon, Lieutenant Ann, 132 

Gordon, Lieut. Robert, Gight, 117 

Gordon, Miss, Drowned, 79 

Gordon, (Mrs. Robertson), 56 

Gordon, Peter, Crofts of Glenbucket, 126 
Gordon, Rev. George, 106, 142 
Gordon of Dunkintie and Oliver Spence, 45 
Gordons of Newseat, 57 

Gordon, Rev. Patrick, the Geographer, 11, 33, 57 

Gordon, Sir James Davidson, 13 

Gordon Subscribers to Burns* Poems, 91 

Gordon Tags, 57 

Gordon, Thos., of Cairness, 100 

Gordon of Kemhill, Lines on, 60 

Gordon, The Mysterious Peter, in Haddoch, 133 

Gordon, Tutor of, 109 

Gordon's College Magazine, 54 

Gordon's Horse, 43 

Gordons as Gipsies, 75 

Gordons as Shipmasters, 93, no, 190 

Gordons at Brest, 24 

Gordons at Stirling, 136 

Gordons in France, 30 

Gordons in Poland, 106 

Gordons in Spain, 7 

Gordons of Edintore, 81 

Gordon*s (Lady) Portrait by Downman, 30 

Gordons, The Gortons, 166 

Graham, J. W., Col., on Millar of Earnock, 125 

Grahams of Bogwhapple, 174, 191 

Grant, James, on Christian Lindsay, 125 

The MacWilliams, 85 

Tutor of Gordon, 95, 109 

Grant, John, of Glengairn, 94, 127 
Grants of Grant, 97 

Gray, David, Professor of Natural Philosophy, 
Marischal College, Aberdeen, 60 

Guimaraens, A. J. C, on John Pearson's Ancestry, 
126 

Gushetneuk, A Real, 28 

H 

H., on Arbuthnots of Haddo, no 
Hadden Family, 85 

Hair Dressing, Strange Method of, 93, 141 
Halley Family, 36, 78, 79 
Hamilton-Gordon, Hon. John Campbell, 84 
Harris Communion Tokens, 104 
Harvey, John, M.A., 29 

Harvey, William, on Ballad on the Battle of Ban- 
nockburn, 174 

Burns' Lines at Stirling, 125, 158 

Rev. James Anderson, D. D., 127 

Precentor Rh^'mes, 174 

** The Lassie wi' the Lint- White Locks," 160 



Digitized by Google 



INDEX, 



ix. 



Harvey, William, on Perthshire Literature, 127, 157 

Haswells, Border, 172 

Haswells of Jedburgh, 156 

Hay ot Monkton, 172 

»* Heather Jock," 114, 138 

Heir Male of the Lords Forbes of Pitsligo, 29 

Henderson, David Bremner, 166 

Herd, David, 168 

Heraclitus Ridens, 10 1 

Historical and Political Mercury, 165 

History of the Works of the Learned, 123 

Hogmanay, 45, 63 

Holm Communion Tokens, 120 

How to Trace a Family (?), 174 

Hoy and Graemsay Communion Tokens, 121 

Hunt, William, 53- 

Hutcheson, A., on George Beattie, 176 

Hutchison, William, 186 

I 

Ian, on James Robertson, 13 

Inchdrewer Castle, 45, 62 

Inverness Burgess Ticket, 12 

International Bibliographical Exchange, 53, gi 

J 

James V., Poems attributed to, 78, 96 

Jewish Gordon, A, 100 

Johnson^s Rambler, 140, 159 

Johnston, Arthur, 145 

Juvenis, on Quotation Source, 127 

K 

K., T., on " The Green," 100 

Keith, A ** Sham" Wedding at, 26 

Keith, Chas., M.D., 59 

Keith Communion Tokens, 184 

Kerr, Dr. , Editor of the A berdeen Chronicle, 55 

Kilmuir Communion Tokens, 73 

Kilmuir- Easter Communion Tokens, 169 

Kincaldrum, The Estate of, 122, 140, 159 

Kingdom's Intelligencer^ The, 89 

Kintail Communion Tokens, 72 

Kirk, Jonet, 173 

Kirkwall, Communion Tokens, 120 

Knowles, Admiral, 59 

Knoydart, Communion Tokens, 72 

L 

Lady Communion Tokens, 121 

Ladies^ Review of Music and Fashion, 77 

Lanark Larimer Day, 30, 48, 109 

Lanark Marches, 10 

Land Measurement Term, 126, 143 

Lamb, J. J. W., on Millar of Earnock, 125, 143 

The Name Caesar, 126 

Pebble Church Token, io8 

Lang's (Mr. Andrew) Descent from the Ancient 

House 'of Corny n, 91, 103, 122 
Lanimcr Day, 30, 48, 109 



Lanman, Charles, 53 

Latheron Communion Tokens, 169 

Lawrance, Charles, 109 

Lawrance Family, 108 

Lawrance, Henry, 60 

Lawrance, James, 109 

Lawrance (Mr.), Farmer, Maud, 46, 63 

Lawrance, Painters, 141, 160 

Lawyer, on Land Measurement Term, 126 

** Legends of the Braes o* Mar," 23 

Leitch, David and John, 176 

Lennox, George, on Sir John Sinclair, 107 

Leslie, Arch., on Andrew Lang's Descent, 103 

Leslies in Boharm, 141 

Lhanbryde Communion Tokens, 185 

Life in Edinburgh, 5 

Limerick, Representatives of Viscount, 62 
Lindsay, Christian, 125 
Linton, W. J., his Origin, 94 

Literary Spectator and Journal of Science and Art, 
77 

Literature — An Old Berwickshire Town, by Robert 
Gibson, 80 

Bibliographical Register, 64 

Castle Campbell, the Ancient Stronghold of 

the Argyle Family, by Rev. Robt. Paul, 16 

Decline and Fall of the British Empire, pub- 
lished by Alden & Co., 144 

George Buchanan, by Robert Wallace and 

J. Campbell Smith, 160 

Gretna Green and its Traditions, by ** Claver- 

house," 64 

Ingatherings, by William Cadenhead, 48 

History of the Family of Cairnes or Cairns, by 

Henry Cairnes Lawlor, 112 

Newspapers in the British Museum Library, 64 

Old Maps and Map Makers of Scotland, by 

John E. Shearer, F.S.A. Scot., in 
Old Houses in Edinburgh, by Bruce J. Home, 

96 

Rymour Club, Edinburgh, 192 

Scotland and Presbyterianism Vindicated, by 

T. D. Wanliss, 15 
The Muckrakfe in Scottish History, by T. D. 

Wanliss, 144 

The Life of Mary Queen of Scots, by Hilda T. 

Skae, 16 

The Red and White Book of Menzies, a 

Review, by C. Poyntz Stewart, 144 

The Tartans of the Clans, W. & A. K. John- 
ston, 128 

Tree Planting in Natal, by T. R. Sim, F.L.S., 

128 

Lithgow Family, 47, 80 
Little Magazine, 39 
Little, Robert, 156 
Lochalsh Communion Tokens, 72 
Lochbroom Communion Tokens, 72 
Lochcarron Communion Tokens, 72 
Lochs Communion Tokens, 105 
Logie-Elphinstone Family, 117 
London and Edinburgh Monthly of Medical Science, 
39 



Digitized by Google 



INDEX. 



London Gazette, 107 
Longside Communion Tokens, 185 
Lonmay Communion Tokens, 185 
Lord Aberdeen's Tame Hawk, 86 
Lord Esher's Forbes Ancestry, 31 
Lost President of Scalan College, 13 

M 

M. , on Alexr. Abercromby of Glassaugh's Daughters, 
107 

M., A. M., on Ensign Alexr. Gordon, 92 

Farquharson of Inverey, 85 

Miller of Earnock and Colquhoun of Luss, 125, 

143. 

The Battles of Preston, Falkirk, and Culloden, 

173 

John Maclean and his Son, Finlay, 30 

Legends of the Braes o' Mar, 23 

Macpherson Genealogies, 154 

"The Real Mackay," 48 

Rev. Robert McPherson, 141, 190 

M., J., on Quotation Source, 127 
M., J. F., on The Banffshire MacWilliams, 74 
M., M. J., on Abercromby of Glassaugh's Daughters, 
143 

M., W., on Robert Colville, 173 

M., W. M., on Nairn: a Poem," 173 

McW., H. D., on Achnach, 156 

A Gordon-Achnach Marriage, 46 

A Link with Culloden, 136 

A Memento of the '45, 103 

Andrew Lang's Descent from the Ancient House 

of Comyn, 91 

Cardinal York and the Guelph Prince, 102 

Farquharsons in Boharm, 44 

Gordon of Dunkintie and Oliver Spence, 45 

John Mc Willie, Jacobite, 65 

Leslies in Boharm, 141 

McWillies or McWilliams in Wester Galdwall, 

Boharm, 58, 80 

Quaint Old Scots Laws to be Repealed, 162 

The Lost President of Scalan College, 13 

The name ** Dog" in Aberdeenshire, 58 

Two Macpherson Letters, 167 

McAdam, James Nicol, 57 
McCallum, Hugh and John, 141 
MacCallum, Hugh, 164 
MacCallum, John, 164 

MacDougall, Iain, on the Brooch of Lorn, 13 

Pamphlet Wanted, 31 

Macdonald, A., on Barclay of Ury, 172 

Macgregors of Cauldrigg, 40 

Mackie, John, on Lieut. Alexr. Stewart, 173 

Maclachlan, Jessie N., 68 

Maclean, John, Minor Poet, 4 

MacLean, Alasdair, on Rev. George Gordon, 106 

Maclean, Sir Archibald, 21 

Maclean, Charles Smith, 21 

Maclean, Sir Donald, 22 

Maclean, Donald, M. D., 68 

Maclean, Sir George, 22 

Maclean, Sir Hector, 2 



Maclean, Hector, of Dowart, 3 

Maclean, Hector, Great-grandson of "Red Hector of 

the Battles," 3 
Maclean, Hector, " Red Hector of the Battles," 3 
Maclean, Sir Hector, Jacobite, 3 
Maclean, Sir Hector, Highland Leader, 3 
Maclean, Hector, Keltic Scholar, 2 
Maclean, Hector, Bard, 2 

Maclean, Sir Henry Aubrey De Vere (" Kaid 

Maclean "), 2 
Maclean, Hugh Archibald, 2 
Maclean, Rev. James, 4 

Maclean, John, the Inverness Centenarian and his 
Son, Finlay, 30 

Maclean, Sir John, of Dochgarroch, 22 

Maclean Sir John, of Trehundreth, 22 

Maclean, John, LL.D.,21 

Maclean, John, Missionary, 21 

Maclean, Sir John, 21 

Maclean, John, D.D., 21 

Maclean, Rev. John, Bsu-d, 22 

Maclean, Rev. John, 21" 

Maclean, Rev. John, 22 

Maclean, John, D.D., LL.D., 22 

Maclean, John, D.D., 35 

Maclean, John Hector Norman, 35 

Maclean, John J., 34 

Maclean, John Abrach, 34 

Maclean, John Moir, 34 

Maclean, Sir John, 4th Bart., 34 

Maclean, John Paterson, 35 

Maclean, John, Bard, 4 

Maclean, John, Antiquary, 4 

Maclean, Sir Joseph, 35 

Maclean, Lachlan, 35 

Maclean, Lachlan, 35 

Maclean, Lachlan (called Mor), 36 

Maclean, Sir Lachlan, Highland Chief, 67 

Maclean, Lachlan, Poet and Historian, 67 

Maclean, Lachlan, Major-General, 67 

Maclean, Magnus, 67 

Maclean, Malcolm, 67 

Maclean, , Miss (Mrs. Clarke), 21 

Maclean, Miss, Noted Beauty, 68 

Maclean, Mary, 67 

Maclean, Mary Webster, 67 

Maclean, Neil, M.A., 155, 176 

Maclean, Norman, Rev., 68 

Maclean, , Professor, 67 

Maclean, Sallie Pratt, 67 

Macleod, Alex., D.D., 67 

Macleod. Anne C. (Mrs. Wilson), 68 

Macleod, John, D.D., 82 

Macleod, John, D.D., 69 

Macleod, Mrs. Norman, 82 

Macleod, Norman, D.D. (born 1783), 82 

Macleod, Norman, D.D., F.R.S.E., 98 

Macleod, Norman, D.D. (born 1S12), 82 

Macleod, Peter Stuart, 83 
I MacMaster, Donald, 98 

Macmillan, Daniel, 98 
I Macnab, Duncan, 98 

Macnair, James, 98 



Digitized by Google 



INDEX. 



McNeill, Angus John, 98 
McNeill, Duncan, Lord Colonsay, 98 
McNeill, James Graham Robert Douglas, 99 
McNeill, Sir John Carstairs, 99 
McNeill, John (born 1769), 98 
McNeill, Sir John, 9b 
McNeil], Malcolm, 99 
McNeill, Roger, 99 
MacNeill, Nigel, 99 
Macneish, Neil, 99 
Maconochy, James, 99 
Maconochy, James, M.D., 118 
Macphcrson Genealogies, 154 
Macpherson Letters, Two, 167 
-►McPherson, Robert, Chaplain, 93 
McPherson, Rev. Robert, 109, 141, 190 
Macphail, Dugald, 118 
McPike, Eugene F., on Blair Family, 47 

Gordon Family, 106 

Genealogies in Preparation, 114 

Halley Family. 78 

International Bibliographical Exchange, 53, 91 

Lithgow Family, 47, 80 

Pike Family, 46 

Scottish Bibliographies, 12 

Stewart or Stuart Family, 53, 173 

Surname Pike or McPike, 155 

Macquarrie, Lauchlan, 118 

Mactavish, John, D.D., 118 

Mactaggart, John, 118 

MacTaggart, William, R.S.A., 118 

Mac Vicar, Donald Harvey, 137 

Mac Vicar, Malcolm, 137 

MacVicar (or Niven), John, 137 

MacVion, Colin A., 137 

MacWilliams, The, 85 

MacWilliams, The Banffshire, 74 

McWillies or McWilliams in Wester Galdwall, 

Boharm, 58, 80 
McWillie, John, Jacobite, 65 
Mofraxine of Zoology and Botany, 6 
MaKellar, Angus, LL.D., 137 

Malcolm, (1814-1893), 146 

Malcolm, 146 
Malcolm, Rev. David, 146 
Malcolm, Dugald, 146 
Malcolm, Edward Donald, 146 
Malcolm, Henry H. L., 146 
Malcolm, Ian Zachary, 146 
Malcolm, John Wingfield, 146 
Malcolm, Neill, M.P., 146 
Man in the Moon, 5 
Mariner* 5 Nautical Almanac , 9 
Maxwell's (Jane) Daughters, 29 
Melville, Andrew, 151 
Memento of the '45, 103 

Mene, Mene, Tekel ; or, the University A.B.C., 6 

Mercer Family, 24 

Mercurius Britanicus, 88 

Mercurius CcUedonius, 89 

Mercurius Politicus, 87 

Mercurius Re/ormatus, 102 

Merson, Ihe Name, 58 



Middleton, Major, 94, iii 

Mid Yell Communion. Tokens, 152 

Michie, Family and Name, 45, 62 

Michie's MS. History of the Gordons, 30 

** Michaelmas Mare," 174, 192 

Millar of Earnock, 125, 143, 158 

Milne, John, on Mr. Lawrance, Farmer, Maud, 63 

Milne, John, LL.D., on Aberdeen Maps and Views, 51 

Achnach, 127, 190 

A Strange Method of Hair Dressing, 141 

Cairn William, 59 

Etymology of " Bulwark," 26 

Etymology of " Goat Fell," 136 

Pike or McPike, 176 

The Church of the New Town of Old Aberdon, 

182 

The Grants of Grant, 97 

The Place-Name, ** Countesswells," 172 

The Place-Name, *• Gight," 20 

"The Real Mackay," 31 

Minutes of Presbyteries and Synods, 156 

Mitchell J. Campbell, 163 

Monro, Rev. George, 140 

Monthly Retrospect of the Medical Sciences, 77 

Monymusk Communion Tokens, 185 

Morris's, Col., Regiment of Foot, 44, 57 

Morris, Col. Staats Long, 114 

Mortimer Family, 46, 52 

Motto for Genealogists, 28 

Munro, Archibald, 163 

Munro, Neil, 163 

Murdoch, Robert, Farmer in Heugh-head, Peterhead, 
79 

Murdoch, Robert, on Aberdeen Pynours, i 

"Ancient History of Caledonia," 125 

Aberdeen Periodicals in MS., 54 

Beriah Botfield, of Norton Hall, 93 

Bibliography of Aberdeen Periodicals, 7, 83 

Bibhography of Dundee Periodicals, 10 

Bishop Gilbert Burnett*s Descendants, 47 

Brodie and Hay Family, 107 

Brodies and the 1787 Edition of Burns' Poems, 

58 

Brodies in Glenbucket, 103 

Brodies of CuUen, 107 

Buchan Societies of Farmers, 79 

Brodiesord, 141 

Cawdor Castle Traditions, 28 

Dr. Kerr, Editor of Aberdeen Chronicle, 55 

D. Macgregor Peter, ** Heraldist," 127 

Dungeons in St. Andrews Castle, 55 

English County Anthology, 174 

Gordianus and Gordians of Rome, 31 

Gordon Subscribers to Burns' Poems, 91 

Gordons at Stirling, 136 

Halley Family, 79 

Henry Lawrance, 60 

Hogmanay, 45 

Inchdrewer Castle, 45 

John and Alex. Brodie, Potters, Newcastle, 78 

Lanark Larimer Day, 30 

Lawrance, Painters, 141 

Lines on Gordon of Kemhill, 60 



Digitized by Google 



xii. 



INDEX. 



Murdoch, Robert, on Macgregors of Cauldrigg, 40 

Mr. Lawrance, Farmer, Maud, 46 

Murdochs, Graduates of the University and 

King's College, 46 

Murdochs in Mossat of Kildrummy. 46 

Murdochs Mentioned in the Poll Book, 1696, 

45 

Robert Murdoch, Farmer in Heugh-head, Peter- 
head, 79 

Restoration of Corstorphine Parish Church, 54 

** Robin Adair,'' 174 

" Rob Roy" Played in Aberdeen, 14 

Scotsmen in the Russian Navy, 45 

Scots Musical Museum, 186 

Scottish Highlands, 171 

Scottish Names of Streets in Poplar, 78 

Sir George Barclay, the Conspirator, 80 

The Spanish Armada, 55 

The Name Bodie, 156 

The Name Merson, 58 

The Scottish Hunting Costume of 161 6, 29 

The Surname Pike or McPike, 79 

Thos. Gordon of Cairness, 100 

W. J. Linton's Origin, 94 

Murdochs Graduates of the University and King's 

College, 46 
Murdochs in Mossat of Kildrummy, 46 
Murdochs Mentioned in the Poll Book, 1696, 45 
Murdoch, W. G. Blaikie, on Poems Attributed to 

James V., 79 
Murray Lectures at King's College, 108 
Murray, Sir David, 190 

N 

N., G., on "The Lassie wi' the Lint-White Locks," 
141 

** Nairn : A Poem," 173, 191 
Nairn Communion Tokens, 169 
" Nancy Stone," 173, 191 
Napier, William, 181 

Natural Children of the Dukes of Gordon, 56 

Naturalists^ yournal and Miscellany, 4 

Neil, James, M.D., on "Legends of the Braes o' 

Mar," 23 
Nesting Communion Tokens, 153 
New Spalding Club, 113 
Nicholas, Bishop of Man, 181 
Nicol, Donald Ninian, 181 
Northern Daily News, 7 
Northern Fencibles, 39 
Northern yournal of Medicine, 76 
Northmaven Communion Tokens, 153 
North Ronaldshay Communion Tokens, 1 20 
North Uist Communion Tokens, 104 
Normal Echoes, 9 

O 

Odd, Evan, on The Brooch of Lome, 32 

Old Aberdon, The Church of the New Town of, 182 

Old Deer Communion Tokens, 185 



Oldmeldrum Communion Tokens, 185 
Olrig Grange Communion Tokens, 169 
Opera Glass, 38 
Orange Gazette, 102 

Orion Football Club Official Programme, 8 
Orphir Communion Tokens, 121 

P 

P., J., on Carol Fair, 135 
Pamphlet Wanted, 31 
Paper Trumpet, 5 

Parody on •* Bonnie Dundee," 156, 176 

Paterson, Hugh Sinclair, 181 

Paton, Henry, on Robert Little, 156 

Pattison, Margaret Campbell, 181 

Pattison, Thomas, 181 

Pearson, John, his Ancestry, 126, 159 

Pebble Church loken, 108, 128, 143 

Perthshire Literature, 106, 127, 157 

Peter, D. Macgregor, *• Heraldist," 107, 127, 157 

Peterhead Communion Tokens, 185 

Petfoddells, Genealogie of the Lairds of, 170 

Phoenix, C. R., on Rev. George Monroe, 140 

Pike, James, 135 

Pike or McPike, Surname, 46, 79, 155, 173 
Pinkerton, Edward, 181 
* Pitman, H. A., on Hay of Monkton, 172 
Plockton Communion Tokens 73 
Portree Communion Tokens, 73 
Precentor Rhymes, 174 
Preston, Battle, 173 

Prompter and Scottish Dramatic Review, 76 
Public Occurrences Duly Stated, 101 

Q 

Quaint Old Scots Laws to be Repealed, 162 
Quotation Source, 93, no, 127 

R 

R., S., on Andrew Lang's Descent, 122 

Tutor of Gordon, 95 

Rankin, Ranald, 106 

Reid, John W., on Rev. Wm. Reid of Stevenston, 155 

Reid, Rev. Wm., of Stevenston, 155 

Reids of CoUiston, Birnies, and Pitfoddels, 155 

Review of the Affairs of France, 178 

Riddell, Sir Robert Steuart, i8i 

Robe's, Rev. James, Magazine, 14, 78, 95 

Robertson, James, 13 

Robertson, R. Johnstone, on "The Real Mackay," 
I 62 
' "Robin Adair," 174 
, " Rob Roy " Played in Aberdeen, 14 

Roger, Rev. James, in 

Roger, The Rev. Mr., 94, 156 
I Rosehall Communion Tokens, 169 

Ross, John, 181 

Russell, Constance, on Lady Katherine Gordon, 140 

** Nancy Stone," 173 

Rbusay and Egilshay Communion Tokens, 121 
Ruthven Family, 48 



Digitized by Google 



INDEX. 



xiii. 



s 

S., on Arbuthnots of Haddo, no 

**BiogTaphia Scotica," iii 

Brodiesord, i6o 

Duel in Strathdon, 96 

C. Gordon Urquhaxt, 110 

D. McGregor Peter, " Heraldist," 142 

Glenmore," 142 

Gordon and Ruthven, 62 

Gordons as Shipmasters, no 

• Hogmanay, 63 

Inchdrewer Castle, 62 

Johnston's Rambler^ 159 

Lady Katherine Gordon, 159 

Lanark Larimer Day, 48 

Lawrance, Painters, 160 

" Nairn : a Poem," 191 

The Brooch of Lorn, 48 

**-The Lassie wi* the Lint- White Locks," 160 

The Lords Forbes and the "Bush of Kaitness," 

48 

Rev. Robert McPherson, 109 

The Surname Michie, 62 

Sir John Sinclair, 142 

The Castlehill and Stocket Wood of Aberdeen, 

143 

Thomas Stephen, 141 

Tutor of Gordon, 95 

S., D., on Volunteer Officers of 1794- 1808, 172 

S., G., on The Aul' Kirk o* Turra*s Tes'ment," 27 

S., J. K., John Stewart in Abergairn, 31 

Stewarts in Glengairn, 31 

William Stewart, King's Remembrancer, 62 

S., T. H., on Brodiesord, 175 

The Anglo-Saxon Word " Fah," 133 

The Place-Name " Gight," 57 

"The Silver Eel," 191 

S., W., on "Ancient History of Caledonia," 158 

Beriah Botfield, no 

Burns' Lines at Stirling, 143, 175 

James Anderson, D.D., no 

James V.'s Poems, 96 

" Michaelmas Mare," 192 

Perthshire History, 157 

Quotation Source, 127 

Robe's Monthly History, 95 

Rev. Mr. Roger, in 

Scott's "Tales of a Grandfather," 175 

Sir David Brewster's Editorial Work, 94 

"The Silver Eel," 191 

Saunders, W., on Border Haswells, 172 

Haswells of Jedburgh, 156 

The Families of Vipont, Mortimer, and Bethune, 

Sandwick Communion Tokens, 120, 152 

Sandsting and Aithsting Communion Tokens, 153 

Sangster Family, 59 

Scotch Church, Erfurt, 139, 172 

Scotsmen in the Russian Navy, 45 

Scots Musical Museum, 186 

Scots Postman^ or, the New Edinburgh Gazette, 179, 
z8o 



Scots Postman, or. New Edinburgh Gazette, 131 
Scott, Andrew, M.A., Professor of Hebrew in the 

University and King's College, Aberdeen, 59 
Scottish and North of England Medical Gazette, 76 
Scottish Dramatic Mirror and Public Amusement 

Guide, 76 
Scottish Highlands, 171 
Scottish Hunting Costume of 1616, 29 
Scottish Names of Streets in Poplar, 78 
Scottish Temperance Herald, 38 
Scott's "Tales of a Grandfather," 106, 127, 175 
" Sham " Wedding at Keith, 26 
Shapinshay Communion Tokens, 121 
Sharp or Sharpe, Rev. John, 60 
Shieldaig Communion Tokens, 73 
Sim, George, on John Grant of Glengairn, 127 

" Legends of the Braes o* Mar," 23 

"Silver Eel, The," 172, 191 

Sinclair, Sir John, ist Bart of Stevenson and Murkle, 

107, 128, 142 
Sinclair, Hon. Peter, 181 
Sinton, John, on The Spy, 89 
Sleat Communion Tokens, 73 
Snizort Communion Tokens, 73 
Snow Churchyard, Burials in the, 148 
Spanish Armada, 55 

Spanish Ships "Besieged" at Aberdeen, 136 
Spy, The, 89 

Stand Sure, on " The Green," 92 
Stephen, Thomas, 106, 141 

St. Andrews and Deerness Communion Tokens, 120 
St. Andrews Castle Dungeons, 55 
St. Catherine of the Hopes, Ruined Castle of, 59 
St. John's (Aberdeen) Communion Tokens, 184 
St. Mary's South Ronaldshay Communion Tokens, 
120 

St. Ninian's Chapel at the Rebellion, 138 

St. Paul's (Aberdeen) Communion Tokens, 184 

St. PauVs Church Monthly Leaflet, 9 

Stewarts in Glengairn, 31 

Stewart, John, in Abergairn, 31 

Stewart, William, Kin^s Remembrancer, 62 

Stewart or Stuart Family, 53, 173 

Stoer Communion Tokens, 169 

Strathbogiana, 22 

Strange Method of Hair Dressing, 93, 109 
Strath Communion Tokens, 73 
Stromness Communion Tokens, 121 
Stronsay Communion Tokens, 121 
Stuart, Lieut. Alexander, 173 
South Ronaldshay Communion Tokens, 120 
South Uist Communion Tokens, 104 
South Yell Communion Tokens, 153 
Stornoway Communion Tokens, 105 
Subject Superiors Wanted, 173, 191 

T 

T., W. L., on Neil Maclean, M.A., 176 
Tannahill, Anecdote of, 86 
Territorial, The, "of," 97 
Test Paper, 101 

" The Grameid," an Heroic Poem, 45 



Digitized by Google 



xiv. 



INDEX. 



*' The Green," 92, 100 

*'The Lassie wi' the Lint-White Locks," 141, 160 
*♦ The Real Mackay," 48, 62 
Theatre, The, 4 
Theatrical Record, 5 

Theatrical Speculum and Musical Review, 4 

Thomson, James, 156 

Thomson, James, Date of Death, 94, iii 

Tingwall Communion Tokens, 152, 169 

Tokens, Spurious Church, 85 

Tombstone Tree, The, 139 

Tongue Communion Tokens, 169 

Trades* Examiner, 4 

True Diurnall Occurrances, 165 

True Scotsman, 37 

Turriff Communion Tokens, 185 

" Tutor of Gordon," 79, 98 

u 

Uig Communion Tokens, 105 
Ullapool Communion Tokens, 73 
University Magazine, 6, 7 
University Record, 5 
Unst Communion Tokens, 152 
Urquhart, C. Gordon, 93, 110 

V 

Village of the Bronze Age Discovered, 24 
Vipont Family, 46, 52 
Viscount Limerick's Representatives, 45 
Volunteer Officers of 1794-1808, 172 

W 

W., on A Burns Emendation, iii 

Alexander, 191 

Barclay of Ury, 191 

Elspet Beaton, 191 

How to Trace a Family, 192 

James Thomson, Date of Death, iii 

John Pearson's Ancestry, 159 

Major Middleton, 11 1 

Mariota Dunbar, 191 



W., on Mistress Abercrombie, 11 1 

Representatives of Viscount Limerick, 62 

Rev. George Gordon, 142 

Strange Method of Hair Dressing, 109 

The Families of Vipont, Mortimer, and Bethune, 

52 

The Grahams of Bogwhapple, 191 

Wm. Dunbar, Factor to Lord Findlater, 48 

Wm. Stewart, King's Remembrancer, 62 

W., J. M. A., on The Castlehill and Stocket Wood 

of Aberdeen, 126 ^ 
W., S., on Allan Glen, 31, 62 
W., W. B. R., on A Blue Moon, 14 
Andrew Scott, Professor of Hebrew, Aberdeen, 

59 

" Cock of the North," 108 

David Gray, Professor of Natural Philosophy 

at Aberdeen, 60 

Hogmanay, 63 

James Anderson, D.D., 110 

Land Measurement Term, 143 

James Thomson's Date of Death, 94 

" Michaelmas Mare," 174 

Quotation Source, 93 

The Aul' Kirk o' Turriff, 1794, 12 

Waite, P. C, on Ruined Castle of St. Catherine of 

the Hopes, 59 
Walls Communion Tokens, 120, 153 
Weekly jfoumal from London, 102 
Westray and Papa-Westray Communion Tokens, 121 
Whalsay and Skerries Communion Tokens, 153, 169 
Wilson, W. B. R., on Notable Men and Women of 

Argyleshire, 2, 21, 34, 67, 82, 98, 118, 137, 

148, 163, 181 

Y 

Yarrow Parish Church Restoration, 28 
York, Cardinal, and the Guelph Prince, 102 

z 

Z., P. M., on James Anderson, D.D., 93 



Digitized by Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



SCOTTISH 

NOTES AND QUERIES. 



July, 1905. -R^o'STKRKDlg^^M^ 



Post W. 



VOL. VII. -| KJn T 
2nd SERIES. J I- 



CONTENTS. 

Notes ;— Page 

The Aberdeen * • Pynoura " 1 

Notable Men and Women of ArfO'lesbire 2 

A Bibliography of Edinburgh Periodical Literature 4 

^Ubliography of Aberdeen Periodicals 7 

The Place N anie " Gight " , 10 

Bibliography of Dundee Periodical Literature lO 

The Duchess of Gordon Burlesqued 11 

Burgess Ticket of Inverness, 1748 12 

The Aul' Kirk o" Turriff, 1794 12 

Minor Notrs :— 

Bibliogi-aphy of Edinburgh Periodical Literature- 
Peter Nimmo 1 

The Gordons in Spain 7 

Lanark Marches 10 

Rev. Patrick Gordon, the Geographer , 11 

The Disappearing Family Bit tie— Scottish Biblio- 
graphies 12 

QuxRi^ :— 

The Lost President of Scalan College— Sir James 
Davidson Gordon— The Lords Forbes and " The 
Busli of Kaitness "—William Forbes of Edinglassie 
and the Covenanters— William Dunbar, Factor to 
Lord Findlater— The Brooch of Lorn— James 



Bobertaon 13 

ANSWERS:— 

Origin 6t James Gordon Bennett 13 

Rev. James Kobe's Magazine— A Blue Moon—" Bob 

Koy " Played in Aberdeen 14 

Literature 15 

5I00TS Books of the Month 16 



ABERDEEN, JULY, 1905. 

* 

THE ABERDEEN " PYNOURS." 



(ij/5., Vol VI., page 33.) 

The literature on this subject may be supple- 
mented by the appended notice which appeared 
in the Evening Express of the i6th January, 
1904 

An exceedingly interesting and very handsome 
gift has been presented to the Society of Shore 
Porters of Aberdeen by one of their members, who 
has retired after a long and honourable connection 
with the Society. The gift takes the form of a very 
substantial deacon's arm-chair, made of oak. The 
member who has presented the interesting gift sug- 
gested the design, and Messrs. M*Haffie & Brown, 
cabinetmakers, etc., Fraser Road, to whom the work 
was entrusted, have executed the commission in a 
manner that leaves nothing to be desired. The 



wood used is flawless, and the carving is as fine a 
piece of work as one would wish to see. 

Original and effective, the design is also singularly 
appropriate. Its main feature is the carving on the 
back panel. Here there is cut, in the solid oak, a 
representation of the three castles of Bon -Accord, 
supported, not by the familiar leopard cats, but by 
two Shore Porters in their picturesque attire- 
cutaway coat and broad bonnet The figures, down 
to the most minute detail, are beautifully carved, and 
are perfect likenesses of typical Shore Porters. 

Above the arms is a ribbon scroll bearing the 
word " Pynours "—the ancient name of the Shore 
Porters, and the figures "1498"— the date of the earliest 
extant minute of the Society's proceedings. Over 
this is a finely-carved scroll, with the rose, thistle, 
and the shamrock intertwined. Underneath the 
arms is the ornamental scroll which forms part of the 
city arms, and this surmounts the motto, ** Laborare 
est Orare "—a free translation of which is given as 
*' In our labour there is worship." The lower bar 
of the panel bears the word *' Deacon," and the 
chair is commodious enough to contain a full-grown 
deacon, even of the Shore Porters' Society. The 
finials, which are each one piece of oak, are of 
Scottish thistles. As indicated, the design is exceed- 
ingly striking and appropriate, while the material 
and workmanship are such as to ensure that the chair 
will be a valued possession of the Society for cen- 
turies to come. A small silver plate on the chair 
bears the name ot the donor as undernoted : — 

Presented to 
The Society of Shore Porters 
by 

Mr. John Beattie, 
On the occasion of his retiring, 
31st December, 1903. 

Robert Murdoch. 

Aberdeen. 



Bibliography of Edinburgh Periodical 
Literature : Peter Nimmo.— Mr. Couper 
will find an interesting account of Peter Nimmo, 
who gave his name to two Edinburgh Univer- 
sity magazines, and to a poem by Thomas Car- 
lyle, in Professor Masson's "Edinburgh Sketches 
and Memories," pp. 285-290. " Carlyle's Univer- 
sity career . . . was spent in an atmosphere 
of Peter Nimmo." P. J. Anderson. 
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NOTABLE MEN AND WOMEN OF 
ARGYLESHIRE. 

(Continued from Vol, VI., 2nii S.^page i%o.) 

323. Maclean, Sir Harry Aubrey De 
Vere : "Kaid Maclean.'* This successful 
Scottish adventurer, who is one of the favourites 
and chief advisers of the present Sultan of 
Morocco, is the eldest son of the Surgeon- 
General of Kew, where presumably he was born, 
but he is decended from the Macleans of 
Drimnin, Argyleshire, and so has a place here 
among other Argyleshire worthies. Few Scots- 
men have had a more stirring and interesting 
career, as will be seen when it is mentioned 
that he whom the world knows as Kaid Maclean 
has won his way through romantic adventures 
to be the adviser of Sultans and the recipient 
of £7,000 a year. For some years, Christian 
though he is, Sir Harry acted as Commander- 
in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Sultan of 
Morocco, and is still the "strong man" among 
that potentate's servants and councillors. Sir 
Harry is at present on a visit to his native land, 
and IS thus described by an interviewer who 
recently endeavoured unsuccessfully to extract 
from him his views on the Moroccan question. 
"He is," says the disappointed journalist, "a 
thick-set man of medium height, dressed just 
anyhow — that is to say, baggy brown trousers, 
an old gray light overcoat, and such a cap as 
would be worn by a Scotch shepherd on week- 
days. Nevertheless," adds the picturesque re- 
porter, " this commonplace man, whom a casual 
observer would at once dub a nobody, has trained 
soldiers, fought battles, subdued rebellions, and 
woven webs of diplomacy." Moreover, he is a 
silent man, prompt in action, and with a touch 
of kindly humour. As illustrating these features 
of his character, the following story may be 
interesting. Not long ago the Kaid imported 
into Morocco, for the convenience of his royal 
master, a Long-acre hansom cab, and when the 
vehiclearrived at its destination, lo ! no native Jehu 
could be found able to drive it, so Kaid Sir Harry 
Aubrey de Vere Maclean mounted the box and 
drove it himself. As still further illustrating the 
practical self-reliance of the man, the interviewer 
from whom we have been (quoting, who had way- 
laid the veteran on his arrival from the continent 
at Paddington Station, London, mentions the 
fact that, though accompanied by several re- 
tainers and servants, Kaid Maclean saw about 
the luggage himself. He went to the rail and 
picked out his trunks. Approaching the one-eyed 
veteran when this operation was over, the inter- 
viewer asked if he would express his views re- 



garding the Moroccan question. The answer 
was most characteristic : " I really have nothing- 
to say." "Oh, do tell me something about 
Morocco," pleaded the discomfited journalist, 
hard put to it not to laugh outright, for high 
spirits are contagious. "But" — with a <£y 
humour, highly characteristic— the Kaid replied 
with a chuckle, " I don't know anything about 
Morocco at this moment All I do know is that 
I want to find my luggage." My feeling- at 
this point regarding my own knowledge of Sir 
Harry's career is that it resembles that of the in- 
terviewer after his talk with Sir Harry was over, 
for, beyond the bare generalities in the above 
notice, I know nothing more of Sir Harry and 
his adventurous history. 

324. Maclean, Sir Hector, K.C.B. : Lieut- 
General. He was the third son of Hugh (13th 
of Coll), and was born in 1755. Entering the 
army as ensign in 1775, was present at the 
siege of Pondicherry in 1778. As lieutenant he 
served against Hyder Ali. In 1786 he was cap- 
tain in command at Cuddalore, and in 1792 he 
fought at Seringapatam. He was major in 
1795, lieutenant-colonel he was in com- 
mand of his regiment in Ceylon in 1798. In 
1803 he led a brigade at the battle of Argaum. 
He was colonel in 1804, major-general in 181 1, 
K.C.B. in 181 8, and lieutenant-general in 1821. 
He died in London in 1849, aged 94. 

325. Maclean, Hugh Archibald : Minor 
Poet. Bom in Dunoon, brother of Duncan, who 
is also a poet (see No. 318), he was bred as an 
engineer in Glasgow, and has wrought at his 
trade in Glasgow, Paisley, etc. At last, through 
the influence of friends, he obtained a situation 
under the Globe Parcel Express Company, which 
position, Mr. Edwards in 1887 informs us, he 
then retained. Several of his verses appear in 
Volume X. of "Edwards's Modern Scottish 
Poets." 

326. Maclean, Hector: Bard of Duard.** 
" Eachunn Bacach," or " Hector the Cripple." 
He was born about the beginning of the 17th 
century, and was bard to Sir Lachlan Maclean 
of Duard. Wounded at the battle of Inver- 
keithing, where eight of his brothers were killed, 
he was ever after lame. Four of his poems have 
been published, and others survive in manu- 
script. 

327. Maclean, Hector : ** The greatest € 
Keltic scholar of his name." He is. descended 
on his father's side from the Macleans of Ross- 
shire, and on the mother's from the Mac- 



Digitized by Google 



Vol. VII. 2nd Series.] SCOTTISH NOTE, 



'S AND QUERIES 



3 



leans of Kingesloch, and was born in 1818. 
Educated at Edinburgh, he became tutor to 
J. F. Campbell, Esq. of Isla (author of West 
Highland Tales," etc.), and assisted that gentle- 
man in compiling " Gaelic Heroical Ballads," 
1872. Various learned societies have received 
contributions from his pen. A splendid speci- 
men of the Highlander, nearly six feet high, he 
resided for long at Ballygrant, I slay. If still 
alive, he will be over the four score years, which 
is man's allotted span. He has composed poems 
in Latin and Gaelic. 

328. Maclean, Hector : Highland Chief 
" Eachin Ruadh ni Cath," or " Red Hector of 
the Battles." He was the son of Lachlan of 
Dowart, and commanded as lieutenant-general 
under his uncle, Donald, at the battle of Har- 
law in 141 1, when he and Sir Alexander Irvine 
of Drum, seeking out each other by their 
armorial bearings, encountered hand to hand, 
and slew each other. In commemoration of 
this incident it is said that the Dowart and 
Drum families were long accustomed to ex- 
change swords. 

329. Maclean, Hector : Highland Chief 
Great-grandson of " Red Hector of the Battles." 
He took part with John, the last Lord of the 
Isles, against Angus Macdonald, his turbulent 
son, and commanded the fleet at the battle of 
Bloody Bay in 1480, where he was taken 
prisoner. This Hector was chief of his tribe at 
the date of the forfeiture of the Lordship of the 
Isles in 1493, when the Clan Gillean, or Clan 
Lean, as it came to be called, was divided into 
four independent branches, viz., the Macleans 
of Dowart, the Macleans of Lochbuy, the Mac- 
leans of Coll, and the Macleans of Ardgour. 
When King James was on his second expedition 
to the Isles, in 1495, Hector Maclean of Dowart 
was among the island chiefs who then made 
submission to him, and the following year he 
was one of the five chiefs of rank who appeared 
before the Lords of the Council, and bound them- 
selves by " the extension of their hands " to ab- 
stain from mutual injuries and molestation, each 
under a penalty of ^S^- 

330. Maclean, Hector, of Dowart : 
Highland Chief. The son and successor of 
Sir Lachlan, he carried on his father's quarrel 
with the MacDonalds, and, at the head of a 
numerous force, invaded Isla, where he attacked 
and defeated the MacDonalds, and then ravaged 
the whole island. He was one of the principal 
chiefs of the Isles seized by Lord Ochiltree, the 
King's lieutenant, on his expedition to the Isles 



in 1608, and was carried to Edinburgh. The 
following year he and MacDonald of Dunyveg 
were selected to accompany the King's Commis- 
sioner in his survey of the Isles. With two of 
his brothers and Hector Maclean of Lochbuy, 
and almost all the principal islemen, he was 
present at I ona when the celebrated Statutes 
of Icolmkill " were enacted. He was also one 
of the six principal islanders who met at Edin- 
burgh, 28th June, 1 610, to hear His Majesty's 
pleasure declared to them, when they were com- 
pelled to give sureties to a large amount for 
their reappearance before the Council in May, 
161 1. In the conditions imposed upon the chiefs 
for the pacification of the Isles in 16 16, we find 
that Maclean of Dowart was not to use in his 
house more than four tuns of wine, and Coll 
and Lochbuy one tun each. At this time Mac- 
lean of Dowart and his brother, Lachlan, having 
delayed to find the sureties required of them, 
were committed to ward in Edmburgh Castle, 
whence the former was soon liberated, and 
allowed to live with Acheson of Gosfurd, his 
father-in-law, under his own recognisance of 
;£40,ooo, and his father-in-law's for 5,000 merks, 
that he should remain there until i}ermitted to 
return to the Isles. Dowart's brother was not 
liberated till the following year. 

331. Maclean, Sir Hector: Highland 
Leader. Son of Sir Lachlan of Dowart. With 
800 of his followers, this gallant chieftain was at 
the battle of Inverkeithing, 20th July, 165 1, 
when the Royalist army was routed by Crom- 
well's troops. On this occasion an instance of 
devoted loyalty to the chief was shown by the 
Macleans. In the heat of the battle Sir Hector 
was covered from the enemy's attacks by seven 
brothers of his clan, all of whom successively 
sacrificed their lives in his defence. As one fell 
another rushed forward to interpose betwixt his 
person and the enemy, crying out in Gaelic, 
" Bas air son Eachin " — " Aiiother for Hector." 
This phrase, says General Stewart, has continued 
ever since a proverb or watchword when a man 
encounters any sudden danger that requires 
succour. Sir Hector, however, was left among 
the slain, with about 500 of his followers. 

332. Maclean, Sir Hector, Bart. : 
Highland Jacobite. On the breaking out of the 
Rebellion m 1745, Sir Hector, the 5th baronet, 
was apprehended with his servant at Edinburgh, 
and conveyed to London, where he was kept 
confined till the passing of the Act of Indemnity 
in June, 1747. At Culloden, however, 500 of 
his clan fought for Prince Charles under Mac- 
lean of Drimnin, who was slain leading them 
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on. Sir Hecter died unmarried at Paris in 
1750. 

333. Maclean, James, M.A. (Rev.) : Son 
of John. A cadet of the family of Achot, he 
graduated at Aberdeen in 1776, and was or- 
dained to the charge of Keith parish in 1795. 
He got a new church in 1 816, and was trans- 
lated to Urquhart in 1825, and died in 1840, 
aged 82. A pious and highly esteemed divine. 
His son, George, was Governor of the British 
Possession on the coast of Guinea, and was 
husband of the unfortunate poetess, * L. E. L.' " 
He published " A Series of Practical Discourses," 
1838, and a " Dissertation relative to the Agri- 
culture of Badenoch and Strathspey" ; also the 

Account of the Parish in New Stat. Account 
of Scotland," Vol. XIII. 

334. Maclean, John, "Iain MacAilain," 
or " John, son of Allan " : Minor Poet He 
was born in Mull about 1670, and ranks high as 
a bard. He wrote an elegy on Sir John Mac- 
lean. In his poetry he laments the downfall of 
the Macleans, and bitterly curses the Camp- 
bells. He resided near Aros. Twenty-eight of 
his poems are preserved in manuscript, of which 
twenty- two have been published. He belonged 
to the Ardgour family, and died about 1760. 

335. Maclean, John : Bard. He belonged 
to the Treshnish branch of the Ardgour family, 
and was bom at Tiree in 1787. He was the 
last bard of the lairds of Coll. He married 
Isobel Black in 1808, and published a volume 
of poems in 1818. Thereafter he emigrated to 
Nova Scotia in 181 9, where he died in 
1848. In his songs he praises the lairds 
of Coll, and celebrates the glories of Scot- 
land. He also wrote hymns. His secular 
poems, forty-four in number, were published in 
188 1 by his grandson, the Rev. A. Maclean 
Sinclair, in Clarsach na Coille. His hymns were 
published in 1880, with the title "Dain 
Spirodail." 

L 336. Maclean, John : Inverness Antiquary 
and Centenarian. He belonged to the Dochna- 
garroch family, and was born 1746, and died in 
1852. His ** Reminiscences of a Clachnacuddin 
Nonagenarian were published in 1842, and re- 
published at Inverness in 1886. At Dingwall, 
m 1848, appeared his " Historical and Tradi- 
tional Sketches of Highland Families and of 
the Highlands." Both these works are said to 
be of great local value. 

Dollar. W. B. R. Wilson. 

( To be continued.) 



A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF EDINBURGH 
PERIODICAL LITERATURE (V., 20, etc.) 
( Continued front Vol, F/., 2nd 5., page 183.^ 
[Supplementary,] 



1 83 1. The Edinburgh Echo ; or Weekly Register of 
Remarkable Events and Repository of Wit. No. 
I, Saturday, August 27, 1831 ; 8 pp., 8vo, price 
id. Imprint : Sanderson, printer, High Street. 
No publisher's name is given. A large size of type 
was used, and the journal was half a news sheet 
and half a collection of tit-bits. It was printed on 
poor paper, and was not very high-class in matter. 
Nine numbers were published, and the paper was 
withdrawn. After an interval it was again sent 
out, this time undated. The words ** in Scottish 
History " were added after ** Events " in the title, 
a rude woodcut of St. Andrew was inserted in the 
name, and the price was reduced to I have 
seen only two issues at the lower price, the last 
being numbered 11. It is probable there were no 
more. 

1 83 1. The Entertaining Echo, The issue of the 
aforesaid Edinburgh Echo for October i, 1831, 
contained the following note : — 

"Since oar last, an oppoeition periodical has been 
started, styling itself TKb Knterlatning Echo. Of the 
work itself we deem it too contemptible to take the 
slightest notice, farther than to advertise our readers 
that it has no connection whatever with this pabllca- 
tlon : indeed, the slightest glance~<comparison it can- 
not stand)— will at once prove this to the satisfaction 
of the most careless observer." 

This publication must accordingly have begun in 
the last week of September, 183 1. 

1 83 1. The Theatre, A Review of the Performances 
at the Theatre Royal, etc. Edin. No. i, Oct. 8, 

183 1. Number of parts issued not known. 

1 83 1. The Theatrical Speculum and Musical Review, 
No I, June 18, 1831 ; No. 9, August 13, 1831. 
Edinburgh. 8vo ; weekly. Query, if all published 

1832. Edinburgh Theatrical Casket. No. i, July, 

1832. 24 pp.; i2mo. All published.* 

1832. The Naturalists* yournal and Miscellany, 
No. I, June, 1832. 80 pp., i2mo, price is., in a 
brown cover. Edinburgh: published by Mac- 
lachlan & Stewart, and printed by Neill & Co. 
This was meant to be a popular magazine in 
which technicalities were to be avoided, as well as 
a cheap organ for bringing natural history facts 
within the reach of all. The publication, how- 
ever, does not seem to have secured a constituency, 
for on their copy of No. i the British Museum 
authorities have inscribed the words ** No more 
published." 

1832. The Trades* Examiner; or Political and 
Literary Review. Conducted by Benjamin True- 
steel, Esq. Motto: 



*These three entries are copied from "A Bibliography of 
Theatrical Literature," by James Cameron, in " The Trans- 
actions of Edin. Bib. Soc." 
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** He who would refonn should not be afraid to pull 
down."— Lord I/ytUeton, 

No. I. November 17, 1832. 16 pp., 8vo, price ijd., 
fortnightly. Printed and published for the pro- 
prietor by Henry Munro, 86 High Street. 

The Examiner w& intended to advocate the in- 
terests of the working classes against all opposing 
parties. It pledged itself to circulate 4,000 copies 
of the first three numbers — 

" We present ourselves and our prospectus at one and 
the same time before a discerning and discriminating 
pablic. We offer no apology for our abrupt intrusion, 
nor make any promise, nor enter into any pledge con- 
cerning the future." 

A promise was, however, made that the price 
would be reduced if the circulation warranted the 
step. No. 2 declared it did not. As a paper it 
was well printed and got up. It announced some 
very clever competitions— competitions which had 
their sting of sarcasm for certain individuals. Part 
of its policy was the demand for the repeal of the 
*' taxes on knowledge," the gradation of all taxes, 
and burgh reform. At least two numbers were 
published, the second being for December i. 

1832. (?) The Bawbee Bagpipe : being a Choice 
Selection of Amusing and Instructive Tales, Scotch 
Songs, Dreams, etc., both Ancient and Modern, 
with many Original Pieces. (S. N. and Q., ist 
S., VI., 72.) Mottoes : 

" Air mfaeud's qu'm faidh thu gu maith, 

'ludhaid a gheibh thu gu h-ole."— GAae/. 
" The mair gude ye get in this beuk 
the less 111 ye will YtMitrScottice. 

No. I undated ; 4 pp., sm. 4to, price A Happeny. 
" This periodical publication . . will be 
published in weekly numbers, embellished with 
beautiful engrravings, and sold by William Smith, 1 1 1 
Nicolson Street, E^ina.^' No. 2 et seq. had the short 
title only. There was a second edition of No. i. 
The whole journal was " taken from old news- 
papers and books out of print for many years." 
Twelve numbers were published, and these were 
stitched up together and sold at 6d. Smith 
promised to resume publication after Whitsunday, 
with •* 8 pp. , at Twa Bawbees, or Twal' Pennies 
Scots," but his plan does not seem to have been 
carried out. 

1832. (?) The Paper Trumpet No. i, price Six- 
pence ; to be published occasionally. 36 pp., 
izmo, undated. This was another of Smith's 
publications from in Nicolson Street. It con- 
tained no imprint. The author says 

" Hia only motive for appearing again before the pub- 
lic is want of trade, as he finds it impossible for him to 
gain a lirellhood in the cabinetmaklng line, so it is 
necessity and not ambition tliat has induced him to do 
so." 

The whole is in verse, and only one issue appears 
to exist. 

1832. The Man in the Moon, No. i, Saturday, 
September i, 1832 ; large 4to, 2 columns to the 
page, 4 pp. , price id. Motto : 



** Hast thou not dropped from heaven? 
Out of the moon, I do assure thee. I was the man 
In the moon, time yftA"—Shakeepeare. 

Published by W. Smith, in Nicolson Street, Ed- 
burgh, and printed by Ruthven & Son, 399 Lawn- 
market. 

** It is a saying as old as the hills, and, I dare to say, a 
great deal older, that a byestander doth see more of 
the game than those who play it. Upon this principle 
I of the moon must see and know a great deal more of 
what you earthworms are doing than ye can possibly 
do yourselves, and in these circumstances I do flnq 
myself most especially moved to ditclose unto you such 
things as may be for your benefit. ... I pledge 
myself to do as I like, and not care one straw ibr the 
opinion of any person on earth. It is but justice to my 
publisher to declare that in this he differs from me." 
Edinburgh at the time of the publication of this 
paper was in the throes of the first Parliamentary 
election under the Reform Act. In most respects 
it was little more than an electioneering squib, and 
was somewhat rough at times. At first it was not 
issued regularly : 

" As I shall be busily employed for some time to come 
superintending country matters in my capacity of 
Harvest Moon, my appearance in town cannot be regu- 
lar till tlie month of November, when I shall appear 
weekly." 

Its final setting took place in a few weeks — cer- 
tainly before the end of the year, for the Ten 
Pounder notes its disappearance. 

1833. Life in Edinburgh : or the Police Intelli- 
gencer and Dramatic Review. No. i, Saturday, 
May 18, 1833 ; large 4to, 2 columns to the page, 
4 pp., price id. Edinburgh : published regularly 
every Wednesday and Saturday afternoon at the 
printing office, 243 High Street, by Sanderson, 
Anchor Close. The public to which this periodi- 
cal appealed was not of the highest. Its contents 
were reports of the cases tried at the Police Court, 
with occasional general paragraphs. Its title was 
surmounted by a rough woodcut of the Royal In- 
stitution and the Castle. The paper on which it 
was printed was very thin. At least four numbers 
were published. 

1833. The Theatrical Record; or Review of the 
Drama, etc. No. i, June i, 1833. Edinburgh : 
8vo, weekly. Number of parts issued not known.* 

1833. The University Squib. No. i, Wednesday, 
January 9, 1833. 8 pp., 8vo., price 2d. Pub- 
lished by Simpson, Infirmary Street. The first 
issue had a black edging for the demise of the 
editors of Anti-Nemo^ against which and Nimmo it 
had some strong invective. The British Museum 
has two numbers, but a third at least was promised 
for Wednesday, February 6, 

"It shall be our endeavour, while we nurture the 
blossoms of unobtrusive genius, to castigate pride and 
to crush presumption ; to expose all University jobs 
and abuses ; to singe the perfumed mustaches of the 
embryo Israelites, and annihilate the arrogance of the 
stiff-necked Pharisee." 

The language used throughout was strong. 



' Ibid. 
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X834. The Advocate, A halfjpenny periodical. No. 
z undated, but published in January, 1834 ; 4 pp., 
sm. 4to, weekly. Published by W. Smith, 113 
Nicolson Street, Edinburgh. (S. N. and Q., ist 
S., VI., 72). Six numbers only were pubhshed. 
The main contents were complaints against the 
abase and illusage to which the publisher was 
exposed — The complainer cannot go along the 
streets, even to church, without being insulted by 
blackguards." He added an Appendix to Smith's 
Advocate t 4 pp., folio, 3 columns to the page. 

1835. The University Maga. (S. N. and Q., ist 
S., VI., 72, 165). No. I, Thursday, January 
i5> 1835. 8 pp., 8vo, price 3d. 

" Yoa may kiss 
Exactly m you please, or not ; 
But if you don't, we'll lay It on, by O— d." 

Published by Richard Weston & Son, Booksellers, 
37 Lothian Street, and 49 Nicolson Street. 
Printed by J. Johnstone, 104 High Street. No. 
2, January 8, price 2d. No. 2, as will be noticed, 
was issued before No. i — an event of which the 
conductors had their own jocular explanation. 
This note about the publisher shows the regard 
which Forbes and his friends had for him — 

" He la what few booksellers are at this day— a man 
who Imows the inside of the books he keeps, and can 
talk about them— and curious ones he has ; a good 
fellow, moreover, a traveller ; and his travels exist in 
MS. Altogether he is a very knowing fellow ; just the 
sort of publisher we like, and that's enough." 

The shortened name of the journal was probably 
due to the pet name of Blackwood, The conduc- 
tors called themselver the Magi, and the volume 
was dedicated to Christopher North, our immor- 
tal prototype, and Apollo's vicegerent upon earth.** 
The last number was published, March 26, 1835. 
A title-page was issued, and on this Maga was 
called ** The Vade-mecum of the True Sublime." 
1835. Mene, Mene^ Tekel ; or the University 
A^B.C, The advent of this University print is 
recorded with infinite scorn in the University 
Maga for Thursday, January 29, 1835, and its 
death is rejoiced over in the following issue, Feb. 
5. It is aoubtful, accordingly, if more than one 
number was published. In a letter to the editor 
of Maga concerning it, it is said that 

'* The last thing that stmck us was the absence of a 
publisher's name, and I looked in vain for the printer's, 
but found it at last on the bend of the leaf, so as not 
to be visible to casual eyes : it is well it is so, as the 
printing hell is a low place, corresponding to the 
if MM, viz., the Cowgate's odoriferous abyss." 
The initial number contained a ** Satire on the 
Brothers Aiken,** ** A Philippic against Cigars,** 
and " A Panegyric on Dr. Alison, the Professor of 
Physiology.*' 

1835. The Edinburgh Theatrical and Musical Re- 
view. No. I, March 14, 1835. The first two 
issues, which I have not seen, seem to have been 
different in size from the rest ot the journal. No. 
3 is 8pp., i2mo, price id., every Wednesday and 
Saturday. Published frt>m the office, Swinton 
Row, Elder Street At the start a good deal of 



space was given to the publication of playbills, 
but it soon settled down to the ordinary ways of 
such periodicals. At No. 9, publication became 
weekly. No. 10 had the imprint : W. Cockburn, 
printer, Swinton Row, Elder Street. No. 11 
(April 25, 1835) added to the title " Under the 
immediate surveillance of the Gentleman in Black." 
At the same time the price became i^d., and the 
size 12 pp. No. 17 contained the notice that no 
copies are sold but to subscribers, and the im- 
pression is limited.** No. 30 (September 12, 
1835) had as imprint : Publi&ed at the office of 
the Constitution newspaper, No. 10 Princes 
Street,** the printer remaining the same. A new 
volume was begun with No. 32. It had no 
printer's name — evidently a change was made — 
and publication day became Wednesday ; 8 pp., 
price id. The last number I have seen is No. 34 
(Dec. 2, 1835). The publication is now very 
scarce. From the fifth number to the end the 
editor and author of most of the critiques, etc., 
was W. H. Logan, assisted by (Sir) Theodore 
Martin and other friends. 

1836. The Magazine of Zoology and Botany. Con- 
ducted by Sir W. Jardine, Bart., P. J. Selby, and 
Dr. Johnston. Motto : " Rerum naturalium sagax 
Indagator." Edinburgh: published by W. H. 
Lizars, and printed by John Stark, Old Assembly 
Close. II 2 pp. , large 8vo. In the bound volumes 
I have exammed there is no date, but the Maga- 
zine seems to have been first issued about March, 
1836, as a quarterly. It contained no introductory 
notice, and was a high-class journal devoted to 
the sciences named. Original communications, 
reviews, transactions of learned societies, and 
news notes appeared. It was illustrated by beauti- 
ful plates, some of which ^ere coloured. Altogether 
12 numbers, comprising two volumes, were pub- 
lished. It was then transferred to London, where 
it is still being issued. Its name from 1838 to 
1840 was Annals of Natural History. Since then 
it has been known as The Annals and Magazine 
of Natural History . 

1837. The Dramatic Spectator. Edited by P02. 
No. I, Saturday, July 29, 1837. 8 pp., i2mo. 
No. 2 and onwards were marked price id. weekly. 
Published by W. Glass, 44 South Bridge. The 
Dramatic Spectator was very neatly printed. It 
contained no introduction, and in its first issue 
dived in medias res at once with a discussion on 
the state of the theatre in Edinburgh. In No. 9, 

Poz '* demitted office in i^ pages, and Nos. 9 
and 10 were issued under the care of ** Quiz.** 
No. 10 was apparently the last, for the ten num- 
bers had a title-page provided for them. This 
title-page declares that the little magazine was 
edited by ** Poz, Quiz, and Company.** Pages 2 
and 3 are blank, but page 4 has this — 

" NonOB.— Being called upon to make some prepara- 
tion prior to resuming our seat In Parliament, it la with 
deep regret we find ourselves compelled to abandon the 
editorship of the Dramatic Speetator.—QVUL'* 

This is apparently the editor's jocular way of 
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''letting himself down easily." Some poetry 
enlivened the pages of the venture. 
1837. The University Maga. No. i, Friday, Dec. 
I, 1837. Large 8vo, 8 pp., with illustrations, 
price 3d., fortnightly. Edinburgh: published by 
Richard Weston, bookseller, 37 Lothian Street, 
and 49 Nicolson Street. Motto : 
"'Is this him, Ceesar?* 
* Yes '—'Then let him be whipped.' "— 

Ben Jonson. 

This journal professed to be the continuation of 
Edward Forbes's Maga, published in the spring 
of 1835, and numbered itself Vol. IL 

" Two sessions have rolled into oblivion since you had 
the honoar of being edified by the UnivortUy Maga. 

Like the Maga of 1835, it sub- named itself the 
"Vade-mecum of the True Sublime," but it had 
not the sprightliness and the reckless cleverness of 
its predecessor. Its chief supporters were found 
on the medical side of the University. The last 
niunber (No. 12) was sent out on Friday, March 
23, 1S38. The whole volume was dedicated to 
Patrick Robertson, Esq., in gratitude for '* his 
glorious defence " of the rights of the students. 
This act of courtesy was an outcome of the 
lamons trial of six students for riotous conduct 
during a " tuilzie " with the citizens at the College 
gates in January, 1837. Before that event brought 
grist to the editorial mill, the magazine contained 
die usual assortment of articles of irresponsible 
criticism and fun, as, for example — 
'* Once more doth Maga'g roseate placard shine 

Before the College gates— the superfine ! 

While all vhe world, threepence in hand, is seen 

For Maga running— Wit's own magazine, 

The Peerless." 

After the riots, the matter is mainly jovial heroics 
and glorification of the acquittal of the accused. 

26 Circus Drive, W. J. Couper. 

Glasgow. 

* 

Thk Gordons in Spain.— The Aberdeen 
Free Press of June 7, 1905, contained a letter 
enumerating various Gordons who went to 
Spain. It omitted the name of Admiral George 
Thomas Gordon, who was permitted, in 1843, 
to accept the Cross of San Fernando, conferred 
by the Queen Regent of Spain in approbation of 
his services from June, 1835, to May, 1837. 
Admiral Gordon, who was the son of Samuel 
Gordon, R.N., and who in 1887 had Ingleden, 
Kent, married in 1865 Ellen Jane, daughter of 
William Parker of Clopton Hall, Suffolk, and 
widow of Captain Harry Eyres, R.N. Another 
omission was that of William Gordon, "the 
marchand's son," who was reported by the Pre- 
tender James, writing to the Duke of Ormonde, 
October 31, 1719, to have "gone into Spanish 
service, for he is a pretty young man, and the 
£uher deserves well by me." 



BIBLIOGRAPHY OF ABERDEEN 
PERIODICALS. 



(Continued from 2nd S., Vol. VI.,peigc 170.) 
It is hoped that the following list of Aberdeen 
books which deal with its periodicals will be found 
useful to those who desire to study the rise and 
growth of our local press : — 

1887. ♦* Bards of Bon-Accord," by William 
Walker. Published by J. & J. P. Edmond 
and Spark. 

1893. "Aberdeen : Its Traditions and History,'* 
by William Robbie. Published by David 
Wyliie & Son. 
1897. " Aberdeen Awa," by George Walker. 

Published by A. Brown & Co. 
1902-4. ** Reporting Reminiscences," by William 
Carnie. Published by Aberdeen University 
Press, Limited. 
1904. Alma Mater, Vol. XXI., No. 12, Jan., 
1904. In that number, Mr. P. J. Anderson, 
University Librarian, deals with the Fore- 
runners of Alma Mater y'' — the Aberdeen 
University Magazine — and gives bibliogra- 
phical notes of the early College productions. 
An article, entitled " Periodical Literature in 
Aberdeenshire," appeared in the Aberdeen yournal, 
of Wednesday, 6th March, 1861, dealing with such 
papers as Bentley^s Miscellany^ etc. 

The writer expresses a hope that a separate 
volume, dealing with the periodical literature of 
Aberdeenshire, illustrated with portraits of local 
literary celebrities, will yet be published in extenso 
like those which have been done for Arbroath, Inver- 
ness, Montrose, and Peterhead, the material of which 
originally appeared in these pages. I venture to 
throw out a hint that perhaps Mr. John Malcolm 
Bulloch, to whom is due the credit of having started 
this branch of literature in our columns, will perhaps 
engage upon it. The Rev. W. J. Couper informed 
me lately that he intends to issue the Edinburgh 
section in book form, the terminus of which biblio- 
graphy will be 1900, when the line will be drawn. 

1892. Northern Daily News (2nd S., III., 57). — 
In the Northern Advertiser of 20th August, 1895, we 
find an obituary of Mr. Benjamin Henry Rodger, 
who died at 120 Broomhill Road, Aberdeen, on 15th 
August of that year, aged 42 years. He began his 
journalistic career on the staff of the Dmly Free Press , 
and for some time he represented that paper in the 
Buchan district, where his reportorial work attracted 
the favourable notice of Sir Alexander Anderson and 
other influential gentlemen connected with the public 
affairs of the locality. Subsequently Mr. Rodger 
served on the staff of the Aberdeen yournal and 
Evening Express, and later he acted as sub-editor of 
the Northern Daily News, . . . Besides per- 
forming with marked ability the arduous duties falling 
to a newspaper reporter and sub-editor, Mr. Rodger 
from time to time did some work of special merit and 
excellence for the newspapers which he represented. 
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Other appreciative notes regarding him will be found 
in the third edition of ** Records of Arts Class," 
1868.72, edited by Dr. Robert Morrison Wilson, 
igo2. I may mention he was a life-long friend of 
my father, the late Captain Robert Scott Lawrance, 
M.S., who. died at Port Said, 13th July, 1885 ; as | 
also was his brother, the late Dr James Rodger, 
M.A., M.B., CM., V.D., who died 23rd July, 1900 
A portrait of him, as also a sketch of his brilliant 
career as physician, will be found in In Memoriam," 
pages I39-I43- 

1892. Brown's Bookstall (1st S., V., 185).— This 
periodical, price id. per issue, ran as a monthly up 
to and including December, 1894, when at page 195 
of issue 36 it was announced that henceforth the 
Bookstall would be seen no more. It however re- 
appeared in September, 1897, when its original 
editor, Mr. Edward Townsend Smith, of Messrs. A. " 
Brown & Co., again took the editorial chair, the 
Bookstall consisting at that period of 16 pp., double 
columned. It ran on, practically monthly, to No. 60 
(August, 1899), when it began to appear irregularly. 
The successive issues have been 61, December, 1899 ; 
62, April, 1900 ; 63, December, 1900, all 16 pp.; 64, 
December, 1901 ; 65, December, 1902, 12 pp.; 66, 
December, 1903, 8 pp.; 67, December, 1904 ; and 
68, March, 1905, 16 pp., no price indicated. In 
1897, Ex-Baillie George Walker published his 
** Aberdeen Awa'," as delineated in its pages, 1892-4 ; 
and for two years there appeared in its columns a 
series of articles entitled ** At the Sign of the Brush 
and Pen " (illustrated), from the pen of Mr. J. Grant 
Reid, which was latterly issued in book form, pub- 
lished by A. Brown & Co. in 1898, with a preface by 
the late John Forbes White, LL.D., whose interest 
in art and cognate subjects was well known. The 
well-known contributors to its pages have been Alex. 
S. Cook, Frank Clements, James Leatham, editor 
of The Peterhead Sentinel, and author of numerous 
pamphlets on a variety of topics ; Alexander Mac- 
donald Munro, now City Chamberlain ; Wm. Smith, 
sen. (*' UU. S."), of the Bon-Accord Press; and 
Baillie Walker, who, it will be seen, have contri- 
buted local, musical, and reporting reminiscences to 
its columns. There is no notification of printer now 
on its pages, but after the first few issues to the end 
of 1894 it was printed by Wm. Smith (with Lewis 
Smith & Son) ; from 1895 to date it has been 
printed in the well-known type of the Bon-Accord 
Press, owned by William Smith. 

1892, The Cherryvale Magazine, Motto : " Of 
which, if thou be a severe, sour-complexioned man, 
I here disallow thee to be a competent judge." — 
Isa^k Walton, No. i, November, 1892. Size 
demy 8vo, 4 pp., double columned. Where the 
price should be, the words ''All rights reserved" are 
mserted. 

The reason of its appearance is explained by the 
Old One," who remarks : ** Happily the intrusion of 
our little venture into the domain of literature does 
not call for that apology or justification which is 
considered necessary when an ambitious print comes 



to make its bow, and we undertake to please the 
public. We came to please ourselves. We do not 
fear a small circulation nor lack of appreciation.'^ 
Then comes ** Good Poetry (but not original) " Half 
Laughs and Quarter Jokes," "Little Essays." Those 
essays inserted are upon ** The Den Burn," '* .\ 
Visit to the Swimming Pond at Constitution Street,'* 
" Flossy's Adventures," and " A Voyage to Aber- 
deen." A small space on the fourth page is set 
apart for Riddles and Rhymes," and a bogus ad- 
vertisement. 

An extract from an address to readers in No. i of this 
privately-printed periodical, of which, I am informed, 
there were 20 issues in all, is certainly amusing. It 
announces the fact that *' the editor does not hold 
himself responsible for the good sense or correct 
grammar of any article appearing in the magazine, 
but will let every pot stand upon its own feet N.B 
— Poetry without sufficient feet to stand upon not 
accepted." Imprint: Printed at the Cherry\'alc 
Press, Cherryvale, Skene Street West, Aberdeen. 

Mr. William Smith, senior, of the Bon-Accord 
Press, by whose unfailing courtesy I am enabled to 
give these particulars, states that the late Mr. 
David Bell, fishing-tackle maker, of 64 George 
Street, Aberdeen, who died 21 st September, 
1898, at Ivor Cottage, Ballater, was responsible for 
the publication of this ephemerial production, the 
type of which is similar to the first issue of the 
famous ** Castle Spectre." 

1893. The Cairngorm Club Journal (2nd S., IV., 
167) :- 

The obiocts of this Club are (1) to encourage mountain 
climbing In Scotl&nd, with special reference to the Caini- 
gnrm prroup of mountains; (2) to procure and impart, 
scientitlc, topographical, and liiatorical information alM>uir 
the .Scottish mountains, their superficial physical features, 
minerals, rocks, plants, animals, meteorology, ancient and 
modem public routes giving access to and across them, and 
the meaning of their local place names, literature, and 
legendary, or folk-lore ; (3) to consider the right of access to 
Scottish mountains, and 10 adopt such measures in regard 
thereto as the Club may deem advisable ; and (4) to issue a 
journal or such other publications as may be considered 
advantageous to the Club. 

Candidates for admission as members of the Club 
must have ascended at least 3000 feet above the sea 
level on a Scottish mountain. 

1895. Orion Football Club Official Programme 
attd Football Notes, No. i, Saturday, August 3, 
1895, 6 pages, folding inward, crown 8vo, price Jd. 
each issue. Imprint — Wm. Smith, Bon-Accocd 
Press. 

This illustrated periodical, which was the mouthpiece of 
the Orion Football Club, ciroulatod during the football season 
—August to May, and contained In addition to advertise- 
ments, which were scattered throughout its columns, short 
racy articles on club matters, brief bic^^^hies of prominent 

E layers and officials of the club, as also tables of Northern 
eague fixtures, and positions of teams on the field. 

That it supplied a want at that period was clearly 
seen from an announcement in No. 2, for the editor, 
Mr. James Russell, who was secretary, stated that 
the gratifying success of the first issue came as a 
pleasant surprise to the Committee, and, although 
doubtless to some extent due to curiosity, was none 
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the less encouraging. It continued under this title 
to No. 19, October 3, i8g6, when an alteration took 
place — see below. 

1896. Orion Observer : Orion F. C. Official 
Programme \ and \ Football Notes. No. 20, dated 
Saturday, October 10, i8g6, was the first issue under 
the improved title, which proved popular. Price ^d. 
Printed by Wm.Smith, Bon-Accord Press[ 18 Diamond 
Street], Aberdeen. At No. 21 it was enlarged and 
extended to 8 pages, crown 8vo, and I note that No. 
29 was a special extra illustrated number, 12 pp., and 
priced at id. The editor's brother, Mr. David Milne 
Russell, and Mr. George Kiloh, were the chiei literary 
contributors. 

Mr. James Russell edited it up to the time of his 
death, which occiirred 26th August, 1899. No. 55 
of the club's paper contained a biographical notice 
of him (with portrait) by his friend, Mr. James W. 
Gordon (see also Memoriam of the same year). 
Mr. George Kiloh was responsible tor the later 
issues, which terminated at No. 59, dated December 
8, 1S99. Its demise was due to the dropping off in 
sales, which were on an average 300-500 each issue. 

I note that the Orion Football Club were the first 
in Scotland to have an official organ of their own. 

1898. Mariners^ Nautical Almanac. This publi- 
cation is the continuation ol Inglis's Tide Tables 
and Annual Almanac (vide S. N. and Q., 2nd S., 
V. , 42). These well-known and reliable Tide Tables 
have been considerably enlarged with nautical matter 
of great value to the general seafaring community. 
They include special information in regard to port 
charges of the United Kingdom and many important 
ports of other countries, complete guide to light- 
houses, light vessels, beacons and buoys of the 
British Isles, lists of fishing stations and fishing 
boats in Scotland, ships belonging to various ports, 
with owner's name, etc., steam trawlers, and a 
large amount of information oi much service to 
masters of steamships and sailing vessels, and also to 
fishermen in home and foreign waters — all officially 
certified. A chart of the North Sea is issued gratis 
with each copy. 

Of the late Mr. Alexander Inglis, Ship Chandler, 
who died 2nd June, 1894, ^6^^ *s perhaps not 
generally known that his interest in shipping led to 
his being elected a member of the Aberdeen Harbour 
Board, where for a number of years he acted as 
Shoremaster. 

1899. St. Paul's Church Monthly Leaflet : the 
organ of St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Loch Street, 
Aberdeen, built in 1720, and therefore the oldest 
Episcopal Church in the City. " Historical notes " on 
the same " during the Revolutionary Period " 
following 1688, has lately been issued in pamphlet 
iorm by Alexander Emslie Smith, advocate, through 
David Wyllie & Son, Publishers. No. i of this 
monthly appeared January, 1899. Previous to the 
circulating of this leaflet, the congregational intel- 
ligence was printed and inserted in The Scottish 
Standard Bearer , but when the Rev. E. E. Marshall 



came to Aberdeen in 1898, he dispensed with this 
mode of recording the church work, and issued the 
above leaflet, which consists' of 4 pp., demy 8vo, 
conducted by himself. 

It is distributed gratis to all who contribute towards 
the expenses incurred in its production, and contains, 
in addition to the Rector's letter, calendar for ensuing 
month, statement of church collections, congrega- 
tional register, and notes on the other agencies of 
the church, with addresses of their respective super- 
intendents. 

Although there is no imprint, it was at first 
printed at the Rosemount Press, and latterly by 
Wm. Mutch, at iia and 12A Correction Wynd, 
Aberdeen. 

1901. Normal Echoes (2nd S., IV., 167). A new 
series of this college magazine appeared in June, 
1904, describing itself as Vol. I., No. i, with new 
woodcut headpiece, and motto " Qui didicit doceat." 
Size as before, super royal 8vo, 28 pp., double 
columned, and cover additional, making 32 pages 
in all. Formerly it was issued monthly, but as there 
was considerable difficulty in obtaining advertise- 
ments and articles, the only alternative was to make 
it a quarterly. The present issue, which is under 
the editorship of Mr. John Urquhart, contains, in 
addition to minor notes, articles on ** Physical Cul- 
ture in Schools," " Student Life," "Across Scotland 
on Foot, by *Tramp.' " Poetical effusions, which were 
a feature of past issues, are again mUoduced. The 
price is now 4d. 

1903. The Crusade Weekly (2nd S., V., 71).— 
This temperance organ has now ceased to exist. 
There were in all eleven numbers, the dates of which 
were :— i, i6th July ; 2, 23rd July ; 3, 30th July, 
double number ; 4, 6th August ; 5, 13th August ; 6, 
20th August ; 7, 27th August ; 8, 3rd September ; 
9, loth September ; 10, ist October ; 11, 8th Octo- 
ber. '* This paper," says Mr. John Anderson, ** like 
so many others of its kind, proved a financial failure, 
and hence had to be given up." 

It may be noted that the added interest of the pro- 
moters of the above in the Aberdeen Pleasant Sun- 
day Afternoon Services has caused an amalgamation 
with them, and in future a record of their work will 
be inserted in that Society's periodical, beginning 
with 19th October, 1904. 

1903. The Arthurian Annual (Aberdeen Edition). 
— 1903, size royal 8vo, price 6d.; 1904, size large 
post 4to, price is., unpaged, illustrated cover. 
Compiled and edited by Mr. Eade Montefiore, 
general manager of the Aberdeen and Dundee 
Theatres. It consists of pen and pictorial peeps 
of pantomimes, plays, players, and playhouses, and 
a wealth of interesting matters theatrical, along with 
a profusion of splendidly-executed photographs. 

It la but natural that progresaive enterprise should invade 
the realms of entertainment, and for this reason this AnntuU 
is designed In Its pen and pictorial iUustrativeness, not to 
stimulate the great and abiding interest in the engrossing 
personnel of the stage, but to weld in closer relationship 
that great body of players allied to, and interested in, the 
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Arthurian playhouses, which, in combination, can redound 
to such patrons our advantage by iheir further fostering the 

upward progress of the Arthur management 

The welcome of this tried and trusted enterprise we fain 
must beg a generous indulgence for defects. 

Printed by Messrs. Paul & Matthew, Murraygate, 
Dundee, for, and published by, Robert Arthur 
Theatres Company, Ltd., London, Liverpool, New- 
castle, Nottingham, Dundee, and Aberdeen. 

Mr. Arthur's latest venture is a monthly theatrical 
publication (illustrated), entitled The Arthurian 
Theatre Magazine^ the first issue of which appeared 
in February of this year. A couple of its pages are 
devoted to the Aberdeen Amateur Opera Company. 

Robert Murdoch. 

^ 

THE PLACE NAME "GIGHT." 

The recent visit to the Braes of Gight by the 
Aberdeen Natural History and Antiquarian 
Society has suggested the following discussion 
of the place name Gight. Although Mr. Pratt, 
in his work on Buchan, gives a most exhaustive 
account both of the geography of the place 
and of the history of the Gordon family, he 
does not offer the slighest suggestion as to the 
derivation of the name. Mr. Brebner, in his 
pamphlet, " The Braes of Gight," merely, m a 
paragraph, informs all strangers to the place 
that the name is not pronounced Gite, but does 
not attempt to explain the etymology of the 
name. Gight is situated much too far to the 
east of Aberdeenshire to be included by Mac- 
donald in his " Place Names of West Aberdeen- 
shire." It appears, however, that a place named 
Gight occurs in the parish of Kildrummy, which 
is just within the area taken in by Macdonald. 
According to him, the Kildrummy Gight is some- 
times called "Gait Stones," and he seems to 
favour the idea that this probably is correct. 
In Macdonald*s work we find the following: — 
" Gight, or Gait Stones (Kildrumich): * Gait' is 
probably correct, meaning the 'gate stones' 
erected to guide travellers in time of snow." 
This derivation might be applicable to the Fyvie 
place name, as in the hollow snow might lie in 
great depth in the winter time, and stones might 
have been required to guide the inhabitants 
through it Certainly there are no such stones 
to be found in the hollow now. Johnstone, in 
" Place Names of Scotland," suggests the Gaelic 
" gaoth " — wind, inferring that the place is very 
wmdy. This is also a reasonable derivation, as 
wind blowing from either an easterly or westerly 
direction would be very much concentrated by 
the hollow, and therefore would be felt more 
strongly than in more open country. I conclude 
this discussion by expressing the wish that all 
interested in the place name of Gight may offer 
suggestions. Sydney C. Couper. 

Craigiebuckler. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY OF DUNDEE 
PERIODICAL LITERATURE. 

{Continued from 2nd S., Vol. K/., page 103.) 

1801. The Dundee Advertiser (ist S., III., 115, 
116, 117). In igoi Messrs. John Leng & Co., 
Dundee, issued the "Centenary Memoir" of their 
paper, the size of which was la, 4to, viii. + 123, 
double-columned. This interesting work was 
written by Mr. A. H. Millar, F. S.A.Scot., and at 
the time of its publication received a hearty recep- 
tion from the leading newspaper proprietors of the 
world. No better way of marking the centenary 
of the paper, it was thought, could be devised than 
to give as full an account as possible of its founda- 
tion and development, together with notices of its 
editors and principal contributors. These included 
James Roger, 1801 ; James Saunders. 1801-1809; 
Robert Stephen Rintoul, 1809-1825 ; John Galletly, 
1825-1835; Peter Brown, 1835 -1^0; James M'Donald 
Saunders, 1840- 1842 ; Francis Willoughby Baxter, 
1842-1851 ; John Austin Lake Gloag, 1851 ; Sir 
John Leng, M.P., 1851-1901 — editors. Robert 
Mudie, 1782-1842 ; George Kinloch, 1813-1833 ; 
Robert Nicoll, 1814-1837 ; Wm. Scott, 1790- 1838 ; 
Mungo D. Simpson, 1804-1839 ; David Veddcr, 
1790-1854 ; J. Bowman Lindsay, the scientist, and 
inventor of the electric light and wireless telegraphy, 
1799-1862; James Thomson, 1800-1864; William 
Wallace Fyfe, 1816-1867— contributors. Sir Wm. 
C. Leng, John Mitchell, Rev. G. S. Mee, Professor 
J. E. Thorold Rogers, Mr. Routledge, Mr. H indie, 
James F. Stewart, David Hodge, William Reid — 
assistant editors and contributors since 1851. W. 
N. Watson and David Scott — critics. James Scryra- 
geour, James Sprunt, Alex. Maxwell, J. M. Beatts^ 
Rev. Geo. Gillillan, Rev. John Tulloch, D.D., John 
Campbell Smith— occasional writers. W. Robertson 
Nicoll, LL.D., founder and editor of The British 
Weekly, Rev. W. M. Metcalfe, and J. S. Dunn- 
literary associates ; and Jas. Littlejohn, Alexander 
Swan, and Peter Begg— three capable lieutenants. 

The memoir, which is profusely illustrated through- 
out, contains an admirable portrait of Sir John Leng, 
M.P., managing proprietor and editor since 185 1, as 
its frontispiece. 

1877. The Evening Telegraph (ist S., IV., 88). 
The Aberdeen Daily Journal of 17th May this year 
made the following announcement: — The Evening 
Telegraph and the Evening Post, Dundee, announce 
that these papers are to be issued as one paper 
jointly by the two firms — John Leng & Co., Limited, 
and D. C. Thomson & Co., Limited. The joint 
paper, which will be non-political, will be named 
The Evening Telegraph and Post. The change 
took place at once. Robert Murdoch. 



Lanark Marches. — On 5th June, the marches 
on the north and west sides of this bur^h were per- 
ambulated,in accordance with the ancient custom, 
and the march stones inspected by the Provost, 
Magistrates, and Town Council, who were accom- 
panied by a large number of the general public 
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THE DUCHESS OF GORDON 
BURLESQUED. 

Mr. Horace Bleackley, writing in Notes and 
Queries (April 29, 1905), supplies a key to the 
personages in a chronicle of scandal by Mrs. S. 
Green, entitled — 

" 'ThcPrivate History of the Court of England,* 
in two volumes. Ainsi va le Monde, 
London. Printed for the Author, and sold 
by B. Crosby & Co., Stationers* Court, 
Ludgate Street, 1808. J. G. Barnard, 
Pnnter, Snow Hill." 
He identifies the Countess of Westmoreland " 
as Jane Maxwell. On page 1 39 she is referred 
to thus : — " The bonne vivante^ the Countess of 
Westmoreland, eagerly adopted every French 
fashion. She had been indefatigable in marry- 
ing her daughters to advantage : two were 
w^ded to dukes, one to a marquis, and the 
fourth to a wealthy baronet. She was herself 
still a fine woman, and her embonpoint had 
not the clumsiness of that of Mrs. Lovelace. 
She therefore bared her shoulders, a la savage, 
like the gay and exquisitely-formed wife of the 
Minister of Marine. She uncovered her round 
arms in imitation of all the white-armed Gallic 
nymphs who hovered round the court ; and 
from the coif, the 'ke'-chief, or beads that con- 
fined her hair, she would draw out the straggling 
curls, and teach them to float on her cheek, like 
the luxuriant locks of the fair financiere. Having 
long been celebrated for imbibing the juice of 
the * Tuscan grape,' she needed not the aid of 
French rouge to adorn her rosy countenance. 

" She paid indefatigable court to Louis ; and 
though her house, and those of the noblemen 
who had married her daughters, ^lust stand on 
the basis of their loyalty to the cause of York, she 
was nevertheless a firm friend to the Lancastrian 
party, and, of course, to Queen Margaret, whom 
she told one evening in a large assembly that 
she hoped to see her in the company of Louis, 
eating their Christmas dmner in the palace of 
the Tower of London." 

Another reference occurs on pp. 143, 144 : — 
'* The leading ladies in this Gallic excursion — 
the Countesses of Devonshire and Westmore- 
land — ^were eager to repair home to display 
their acquirements in French fashions, and dis- 
seminate some novel system in the new school 
of elegance and reform. Before they quitted 
France, Ladv Westmoreland cordially shook 
Louis by the hand, thanked him for all the civili- 
ties he had shown her, and repeated her wish of 
seeing him enter London in triumph. But Lord 
Hastings, who heard her, with much warmth re- 
proved her for her want of loyalty to his master. 



'My good Lord Chamberlain,' said the Countess, 
^ I know your office. Close at the ear of your 
royal master must you act the part of a tell-tale, 
and often regale him with some scandalous anec- 
dote at the expense of your friends. Tell him 
now, if you please, all I have said : I value 
neither your master nor you.' The Countess 
[Duchess] of Devonshire sensibly reproved her 
for the acrimony of her expressions to Lord 
Hastings, and hurried her away to the house of 
the rich financier's wife, to give her a pressing 
and cordial invitation to England, which this 
fair daughter of a dancing girl promised to do 
her the honour of accepting." 

Still a third reference appears on pp. 163, 164 : 
— "A ludicrous war also took place between 
Edward and the Countess of Westmoreland, 
which became the reigning conversation of the 
day for some time. Hastings told Jane Shore 
[*Perdita' Robinson?] the expressions the 
Countess had made use of at the Court of Louis, 
and Jane told it in confidence to Lady Elizabeth 
Gray, who reported it to the Prince. At a 
masque given to the princes of the blood and 
the nobility by Lady Stanley, Edward [after- 
wards George IV.], in great indignation, told 
the Countess of Westmoreland of her impru- 
dence, and evinced a serious displeasure at her 
disloyal expressions. She firmly denied the 
charge, and insisted on his giving up the author, 
literally declaring that, if she did hnd him out, 
she would give him * a box on the ear ! ' In 
those days we must not look for refinement of 
expression that we at present enjoy. Edward 
had too much honour to give up his author, but 
assured her ladyship he could depend on the 
veracity of his informer. The Countess was in 
a rage, and, telling the Prince it was only an in- 
vention of his own to calumniate her, they became 
irreconcilable, to the no small mortification of 
the Countess, who had often quaffed a bowl of 
wine with Edward, and whom she really 
esteemed, whatever might be her good wishes 
to Louis and the Lancastrian party." 

J. M. B. 

* 

Rev. Patrick Gordon, the Geographer. 
—In Mrs. Climenson's " History of Shiplake " 
(1894), reference is made to the Rev. Patrick 
Gordon, Vicar of Shiplake in 1696. He was 
appointed Vicar on January 10, 1692 and was 
Vicar till 1700, when he appears to have moved 
somewhere else. She says that he was "an ex- 
cellent scholar by his beautiful handwriting and 
careful spelling." She suggests that he may 
have been the compiler of the once famous 
Geography Anatomised, J. M. B. 
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BURGESS TICKET OF INVERNESS, 
1748. 

Att Inverness the Twenty-seventh day of Octo- 
ber one thousand seven hundred and forty eight 
years. In presence of William McLean Esq. 
Provost of Inverness. Gilbert Gordon, William 
M*Intosh, James Eraser and James Kinnaire 
Bailies. William M*Intosh Dean of Guild and 
Angus M*Intosh Treasurer of the said Burgh. 

That day Lieutenant Alexr. Gordon Esq. 
of the Hon^le General Barrells Rep^iment of foot 
was created, received and admitted Burges, 
ffreeman and Guild Brother of the said Burgh 
of Inverness, who was solemnly sworne in the 
common forme of Oath used at the admission of 
Burgeses, with full Power to him to haunt use 
and exerce within the said Bur^h and Liberties 
thereof all the Priviledges and Liberties pertinent 
and knowen to appertain to a Burges and Guild 
Brother of the said Burgh, whereupon the said 
Lieut. Alex. Gordon Esq. required Act. 

Extracted by me 

Will3«- Ffraser, cl. 
J. G. Wallace-Jamks, 
Haddington. 

* 

THE AUL' KIRK O' TURRIFF, 1794. 

In Smith's "New History of Aberdeenshire," 
it is stated (Vol. II., 1329) that the Parish Church 
of Turriff was built in 1794, which, I suppose, 
means rebuilt. Rev. Wm. Stuart, M.A., was 
then the minister. Concerning the new church 
which he built, Mr. Smith remarks, "although 
by no means an elegant structure, it is convenient 
and comfortable." He adds, "From the increase 
of the population, it became necessary to enlarge 
the church, and in 1830 an aisle was built and 
seated for 300 persons, so that there is now ample 
accommodation for the whole parishioners who 
choose to attend." That the verses were written 
in 1794 is evident from the lines on page 185, 
whose tone and spirit clearly bespeak that the 
author was not a Presbyterian but a High Church 
Catholic, while the allusion to George III.'s 
reign is conclusive as to the date of the poem. 
The lines I refer to are these : — 

" An* strive to end as I began, 

The Primitive 's the only plan, 
Pure orthodox 

Frae a* the foul Geneva stain, 

An' spots o' Knox. 

As witness Tam Antiquity, 

Testis U niversality, 

Scriptum per me John Testify, 

Et fugit hora, 

The thirty-fifth o's Majesty, 

At Kirk o* Turra." 

W. B. R. W. 



The Disappearing Family Bible. — Mr. 
J. M. Bulloch (118 Pall Mall, London) writes to 
the Aberdeen Free Press: — A publisher has been 
stating that the Family Bible is disappear- 
ing. I notice the fact with regret, for the 
Family Bible contained a unique history of 
families of every social status. In many cases 
the familiar flyleaf inscriptions in the Family 
Bible are the sole records of a family we have 
got, for, while parish registers are very useful in 
their way, they do not attempt to establish rela- 
tionships to any marked extent. I think it would 
be of great value if something were done to have 
these records preserved, for even Family Bibles 
have an unfortunate habit of disappearing. 
Meantime, may I ask through your columns 
whether any of your readers who possess Family 
Bibles recording people of the name of Gordon, 
of whatever social position, will be good enough 
to send me copies of the same, so that I may 
have the opportunity of preserving them 1 It is 
quite a mistake to believe that there is no inter- 
est in families who either have not land to-day, 
or who were not landed proprietors yesterday. 
In the first case, the descendants of the old 
landed families are represented with the true 
Scots instinct in responsible positions all over 
the world ; and, in the case of the other, the be- 
ginnings were often of small moment, as, for 
example, in the case of Mr. Balfour's Gordon 
ancestor, the Bourtie farmer, who came to 
possess Ellon. Thus all details are worth pre- 
serving. 



ScoTi'iSH Bibliographies. — The writer 
would be glad to know if any of your cor- 
respondents would be inclined to lend their 
co-operation in the collection of bibliographical 
notices, duly annotated, for inclusion m a MS. 
list of bibliographies, which list may be published 
in America in 1905 or 1906 ? A plan was su|j- 
gested by the undersigned in a note printed m 
the London Notes and Queries^ April i, 1905 
(loth Series, III., 243), to which two interesting 
replies were made {ibid^ p. 316). The work, if 
actually undertaken, will probably be a classed 
list, arranged similarly to Part I. of the " A.L.A. 
Catalog," 1904. An annotated list of the pub- 
lications of the Edinburgh Bibliographical 
Society ought to be included, with individual 
notices in detail of all special bibliographies 
therein published. Due credit would, of cpurse, 
be given for all assistance received ; in fact, the 
work could be divided into series, for which 
different bibliographers could respectively 
assume responsibility. 

Eugene Fairfield McPikb. 
Chicago, U.S. 
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Queries. 

598. The Lost President of Scalan College. 
— §calan Catholic College, Glenlivet, established in 
1712, in the time of Bishop Gordon, had as one of 
the first (if not the first) of its Presidents the Rev. Alex- 
ander Grant. This clergyman, on its being resolved 
to divide the Vicariate of Scotland into the High- 
land and Lowland districts, each having its own 
Bishop Vicar- Apostolic, was recommended by Bishop 
Gordon as the most suitable person to be appointed 
Vicar- Apostolic of the Highlands. Everything con- 
nected with this important matter was proceeding 
smoothly when an extraordinary thing happened. 
In " The Catholics of Scotland " it is recorded that 
** Mr. Grant repaired in person to Rome, and was 
approved, nominated, and promised his Bulls of 
consecration by the time of his return to Scotland. 
Meanwhile, however, Mr. Grant fell ill when on his 
way home, at Genoa. His ailment was partly ague, 
partly despondency of mind. His supply of money 
having failed, he wrote to Paris for more, but the 
letter in reply containing the necessary remittance 
never reached him. This unfortunate circumstance 
preyed on his mind, and his imagination becoming 
diseased, he believed that his friends had deserted 
him, and that he was wholly unfit for the great 
responsibilities of the Episcopal office. The Bulls 
for his consecration reached Scotland, but in vain : 
Mr. Grant never arrived there. He was never heard 
of more, although letters concerning him were fre 
quently despatched to Rome and others written from 
Rome. It is conjectured that he may have retired 
into a monastery, but with greater probability that 
he died when unable to make himself known in 
some public hospital." I have not been able to 
ascertain to what family or parish the unfortunate 
President belonged, and should be glad if any reader 
can supply this information. H. D. McW. 

599. Sir James Davidson Gordon.— Born in 
1835, he died in 1889, and the Times gave a most 
intimate note about him (July 15, 1889). He was 
the eldest son of Evelyn Meadows Gordon, of the 
Bengal Civil Service, and he himself had a distin- 
guished career in the Indian Civil Service, retiring 
in 1884 with 29 years* service. Evelyn Meadows 
Gordon entered the Bengal Civil Service in 1819, 
and died 1868. His wife died at Benington Park, 
Herts, October 8, 1868 (Cussan's '* Herts"). Who 
was his ^Either ? J. M. B. 

600. The Lords Forbes and The Bush op 
Kaitness."— It is stated by Mr. Wm. Forbes, on p. 
3 of the prei&ce to his continuation of Lumsden's 
** Genealogy of the Family of Forbes," "that from 
the year 1371 till Flowdonne in the year 15 13, the 
said Lord Forbes had the whole guiding of his 
Maj'tie*s affairs betwixt the Cairne of Mounte and 
the Bush of Kaitness." What is meant by " the 
Bush of Kaitness ? " W. L. F. 

601. William Forbes of Edinglassie and the 



Covenanters.— William of Edinglassie, second son 
of William Forbes of Skellater, ** was a devoted and 
steady Royalist, insomuch that the Covenanters set 
a price of three thousand merks upon his head. He 
was surprised in the wood of Dalhandie, in Strath- 
don, and there killed by a party that belonged to a 
troop of horse which the Lord Forbes' eldest son 
commanded. His cairn remains there to this day." 
This must have taken place either in February, 1656, 
or in 1 7 17, some MSS. giving the earlier, some the 
later date. The cairn still marks the spot where 
William fell, and it is stated in an old pamphlet at 
Inverernan : ** There is mention of the murder by 
the Covenanters in one of the old chronicles in the 
library at Aberdeen." Can any of your readers tell 
me where I can find an authentic account of this 
episode, or give me any trace of the chronicle alluded 
to, or the authority from whom this high reward 
would haye been claimed ? W. L. F. 

602. William Dunbar, Factor to Lord Find- 
later. — He niarried Margaret Gordon : his grand- 
mother was Janet Gordon : his uncle was Alexander 
Dunbar : his son's granduncle was Archibald Gordon 
in Elgin. To what Gordons did Dunbar's grand- 
mother, Janet Gordon, belong ? J. M. B. 

603. The Brooch of Lorn (2nd S., VL, 78, 95, 
III). — Can any of your readers give a list of the 
most ancient references, or any particulars concern- 
ing the Brooch of Lorn, which was taken from Bruce 
by the MacDougalls at Dailrigh, and is still in 
possession of the chief of the Clan MacDougall. I 
can find no reference to it prior to 1793. Barbour, 
of course, makes no mention of it. Information is 
also desired as to the existence of a pamphlet on 
Robert the Bruce, alleged to have been printed about 
200 years ago, which contains a reference to the 
brooch. I can find no trace of this work in the 
libraries. I shall be glad to hear from any of your 
correspondents who can throw any light on the 
matter through the columns of your paper, or to me 
direct at address below. Iain MacDougall. 

4 York Place, Edinburgh. 

604. James Robertson. — According to ** Doug- 
las Baronage,"* James Robertson, fourth son of 
Robert Robertson, tenth baron of Strowan, married 
Margaret Robertson, a daughter of Fascalzie, and 
had issue. Can any reader give any particulars of 
James's career ? What were the names of his issue, 
and who did they marry ? Are there any descen- 
dants of this branch of the Strowan family ? 

Ian. 

3tc 

Hnswera. 

186. Origin of James Gordon Bennett (2nd S., 
III. , 186). — Cosmo Reid has been said by one of your 
correspondents to have been maternal uncle of 
Bennett I find in the Rathven Parish Register that a 
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Cosmo Reid, Restinghillock, was married 1757 to 
Margaret Gordon. From the Bellie Parish Register 
I learn that a James Bennet witnessed the baptism 
of George, the natural son of Alexander, 4th Duke 
of Gordon, and Bathia Largue, in 1766. 

557. Rev. James Robe's Magazine (2nd S., VI., 
140, 159, 174). In continuation of the replies already 
given, might I be allowed to add the following in- 
formation : — 

A copy of The Weekly History (November, 1741, 
to December, 1742), possibly complete, was lent for 
exhibition by the late Alexander Macdonald, 9 
Montgomerie Drive, Kelvinside, Glasgow, at the 
"Old Glasgow" Exhibition, July-October, 1894, 
and on his death, about three years later, when his 
library was dispersed by auction, the above copy 
fetched fourteen shillings. 

There is also a set of this periodical (wanting No. 
I only) in the Mitchell Library, Glasgow. Its com- 
plete title is " The | Glasgow Weekly History | 
Relating to the | late progress | of the | Gospel | at 
Home and Abroad ; | being | a collection of letters, 
partly reprin | ted from the London Weekly History, 
I and partly printed first here at Glas | gow. | For 
the year 1742. Glasgow | printed by William 
Duncan, | 1743." 

Each number is separately paged, and on the 
last page of the last number (No. 52) there is the 
following letter :— " Mr. McCuUoch to the Printer of 
this Paper. Sir, — The Glasgow Weekly History 
was proposed to be continued for a year : and that 
space being now elapsed, and finding some difficulty 
to get proper material for carrying it on, I desire you 
may stop here. Receive a title page and index to be 
printed, and given to the subscribers gratis^ accord- 
mg to what was promised in the proposals, that 
they may bind them up with their books. And now, 
to conclude, though I do not approve of everything 
in this history or collection of letters, as no writer of 
a history in any form can be supposed to do, yet 
there be many things in it which I hope, by the 
divine blessing, have been and will be useful and 
edifying to many. — I am, sir, yours etc., William 

McCULLOCH." 

Those desirous of seeing the copy of this periodi- 
cal at the Mitchell Library may do so by filling up 
there the reader's ticket provided for the purpose, 
giving the following particulars :— A 57092, Glasgow 
Weekly History, 1743, and their name and address. 

Robert Adams. 

583. A Blue Moon (2nd S., VI., 174-192). 
May I suggest another explanation of the phrase 
** Blue Moon " ? The word moon is not infrequently 
synonymous with month, as in the phrase *' honey- 
moon." Now, in a country like ours, where the 
weather is so variable and uncertain, and where 
rain is so frequent, and where skies, more or less 
overcast, are the rule and not the exception, the 
existence of a whole month of sunshipe, with a blue 
unclouded heaven, must be, and is, so rare an event 
that probably it is of even less frequent occurrence 
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than is the appearance of that marvellons blue moon, 
which, according to Dr. Brewer, was seen on the 
loth December, 1883. 
Dollar. W. B. R. W. 

587. " Rob Roy " Played in Aberdeen (2nd 
S., VI., 191).— *♦ Scribender Junior," writing to the 
editor of the Daily Free Press from Glasgow on the 
18th February, 1879, answers this query as fol- 
lows : — 

Robert Murdoch. 
A pnpM of the reylval of " Bob Boy " at yoar theatre, and 
as the earlier representations of the drama were identified 
with " the little old house in Marischal Street," the follow- 
ing extract from a very old number of th6 Petth Courier «a 
to the flnt production of the piece on the Soottnn stage may 
interest some of yonr readers "On June 18th, I818, Mr. 
Corbet Ryder (then In Perth), mtnager of what might be 
called the ' North Circuit,' which Included Aberdeen, Dnndee, 
Perth, Arbroath, Montrose, Banff, and Inverness, advertised 
in the Perth Coturier that on Monday, the 22nd, he would 
produce, for the first time in Scotland, the most celebrated 
and highly-popalar play of ' Bob Boy, or Aold Lang Syne,' 
aa now performing at Ck>vent Garden Theatre. It was not 
without some difficulty that the manager was enabled to 
cast this piece consistent with the rights of his respective 
peformers. For example, Mr. Williams, by his engagement, 
was entitled to all the Scotch parts, and Mr. Maokay was 
the First Old Man, and both claimed the Baillie. The manager 
was sorely puzsled. He besought Mr. Williams to yield the 
part to Mackay, and, in return, to take any other part in the 
nlay, and suffiested Bashleigh, but Williams took the 
Doogal. Mr. Denham, the walking gentleman, was put into 
Rashlelgh, and Samuel Johnson, the light comedian, was put 
into Bob Boy, so that the difficulty was got over at last. On 
the 22nd June, the first night of the lenresentation, Mr. 
Ryder was taking checks at the pit, and did not dream of the 
great success that was to attend the production of ' Bob 
Boy.' As cheer after cheer was heard as the characters 
entered and left the stage, his managerial jealousy began to 
rise, and, after six or eight nights' endurance, he seized the 
part of Bob Boy, being one of thethreefavourite parts with the 
andlence, and kept it ever afterwards, having pl«yed it over 
700 times." 

It is stated in a booklet touching on Edinburgh theatricals 
that Mr. Corbet Byder— who died, I think, about 1840-8U8- 
tained the character of the " bold outlaw*' upwards of 2,000 
times. The Mr. S. Johnson spoken of as'playing Bob Boy was 
for many years manager of the Paisley Theatre, and what 
may be termed the " Western Circuit," and was recognised 
as one of the beat Tony Lumpkins on the stage. The late 
Mrs. Pollock could hardly have been, as Is frequently stated, 
the *' Mrs. Byder," the original Helen Macgregor, from the 
fact that she would only have been 16 years old— her age was 
given as 73 when she died in 1875— at the lime Byder brought 
out the play at Perth. Mackay, whose Baillie made him 
famous, was wont to speak of his connection with Aberdeen 
with much gratification. On the occasion of his retirement 
—25th April, 1848— from the Bdhiburgh Theatre, with which 
he was so long connected, he delivered a short farewell 
address, in the course of which he said :— " Few, alas I very 
few, are now present who witnessed my first appearance on 
these boards, now more than a quarter of a century ago. 
That appearance I owed chiefly to the success that had 
attended my humble efforts in the delineation of a certain 
character— the Baillie — while a member of the Aberdeen 
Theatre." It will be remembered that it was in proposing 
the health of Mackay at the annual dinner of the Edinburgh 
Theatrical Fund that the Great Unknown first threw aside 
his ineoanito and publicly avowed himself to be the author 
of the Waverley Novels. Two other facts may be mentioned 
in connection with the drama— when it was first produced in 
Edinburgh in Febmaiy, 1819, it ran for 41 nights (recently it 
was pUyed in Glasgow for nearly a couple of months), and 
broui^t a profit of £3,000 ; Miss Stephens, the original Diana 
of the London cast of 1818, afterwards became Countess of 
Essex. 80 far as I can glean, " Bob Boy " was first produced 
at the Aberdeen Theatre in the beginning of September, 
18ia 
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O Scotland and Presbyteriamsm Vindicated: 
Being a Critical Review of the 3rd Volume of 
Mr. Lang's History of Scotland. By T. D. 
Wanliss (of Ballarat, Australia). Edinburgh : 
Published at John Knox's House by William J. 
Hay. 1905. 

Moral indignation is the key in which this 
publication is written. Its author has been 
moved to great plainness of speech by the per- 
versions of fact, -errors in taste, and carelessness 
in the use of authorities shown in the third 
volume of Mr. Andrew Lang's History of Scot- 
land. Mr. Lang, he asserts, is unfair ; he is 
spiteful : he is narrow-minded ; and he is utterly 
incapable of taking a broad and dispassionate 
view of any <]uestion in which important prin- 
ciples of politics or of religion are involved. He 
has evidently in this History of Scotland under- 
taken a task for which mentally he is quite 
unfit" These are startling expressions to fling 
at a writer whose forte one is almost tempted to 
think is omniscience, and who, whatever his 
faults may be, is entitled to rank as one of the 
leading literary forces of the day ; but our 
author proceeds to make good his allegations 
by a series of selected quotations from the book 
that has aroused his wrath. Having described 
in his first three chapters the state of religious 
life and feeling at home and abroad when 
Charles ascended the throne — a condition of 
matters, he asserts, of which Mr. Lang has taken 
no account — he goes on to produce from Mr. 
Lang's own pages ample evidence to prove that 
the pen of the historian should never have been 
taken into that gentleman's hand. Our author 
has apparently read a good deal, knows the 
period on which he is writing, and is the 
possessor of very decided, not to say uncom- 
promising, opinions. His methods, perhaps, 
err a little on the side of undue severity as when 
(on page 60) he asperses the fair fame of Mr. 
Lang's male and female ancestry. At the same 
time, he writes with genuine warmth of convic- 
tion, is evidently a profound believer in the vox 
populiy vox Dei theory of Presbyterianism, and 
naturally feels aggrieved when a writer of repute 
like Mr. Andrew Lang ventures to say a word 
in the interests of that persecuting Prelacy once 
so abhorrent to the Scottish mind. Many of 
the points in his argument are well put, as, for 
example, when he justifies the surrender of 
Charles I. by the Scots to the English army, or 
when he vindicates the Westminster Confession 
from the atrocious insinuation that the im- 
morality chargeable against Scotland was due in 



large measure to its baneful influence. His 
arguments are always characterised by forceful 
vigour— not seldom by passionate denunciation. 
At the same time, it is rather with a bludgeon 
than with the rapier of criticism that he smites 
his foe. There cannot be a doubt, however, 
that his pamphlet is useful and well timed. It 
would have been a thousand pities if no cham- 
pion had been forthcoming to lift either cudgel 
or crowbar on behalf of Scottish Presbyterian- 
ism so deeply maligned and needlessly insulted 
in thejsages of Mr. Andrew Lang's third volume. 
More than 200 years ago a scandalous publica- 
tion, bearing the title "Scotch Presbyterian 
Eloquence Displayed," was published in London, 
and attained considerable circulation in certain 
quarters. With the sermons and pamphlets by 
Scottish preachers mentioned in that delectable 
performance, and quoted with the intention of 
making ridiculous the national religion of Scot- 
land, Mr. Andrew Lang is doubtless abundantly 
familiar. One is not quite so certain, however, 
that his opponent, Mr. Wanliss, has read the 
" Reply " to the above-named scurrilous produc- 
tion. If not, we would advise Mr. Wanliss to 
procure a copy of said " Reply " without delay. 
No doubt he will find in it much to confirm him 
in his opinion of the radical superiority of Pres- 
byterianism over Episcopacy, and will be led to 
perceive that much stronger illustrations than 
any he has ventured to use— illustrations, indeed, 
which no reputable publisher would dare to issue 
at the present time — can be adduced to show 
how debasing and demoralising was the influ- 
ence of Episcopal ascendancy in Scotland in 
the seventeenth century. The printing and get- 
up of the pamphlet are excellent, and do credit 
to the publisher, Mr. William J. Hay, John 
Knox's House, Edinburgh. We have noticed 
only one slight misprint on page 31 — the substi- 
tution of an " e " for an " i " in the word 
" Absolutist." 

The Misty Isle of Slcye : Its Scenery^ its People^ 
its Story. By J. A. Macculloch. Edinburgh 
and London : Oliphant, Anderson, & Ferrier. 
1905. [Crown 8vo.] 

This volume has been written by a literary 
man who has been long resident in Skye, and 
who has had ample opportunity of becoming in- 
timately acquainted with its scenery, its people, 
and its story. The book is mainly descriptive, 
each district of the island bein^ made the sub- 
ject of a separate chapter, and its main features 
or historical and traditional incidents discussed. 
But there are also chapters on the people, the 
crofting system, the climate, folk- lore, antiquities, 
historical and literary associations, and geology. 
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There are also appended lists of the various 
wild flowers, birds, and animals found in Skye. 
Thus there is no feature of the island's life and 
story, from the earliest times onward, which 
does not find a place in these pages. The book 
should appeal strongly to Skyemen at home or 
abroad, to tourists and visitors, as well as to the 
general reader who would know something of 
the scenery and story of one of the most beauti- 
ful of western islands. 

It is copiously illustrated from beautiful photo- 
graphs, some of which depict parts of the inland 
which are little visited. 

Castle Campbell y the Ancient Stronghold of 
tlie Argyll Family : A Htstorical Sketch. ' By 
the Rev. Robert Paul, F.S.A.Scot., Dollar, with 
three illustrations and two plans. Dollar : 
Tames Miller and Alexander Mackenzie. 1905. 
[31 pp., demy 8vo., is. nett]. 

This welcome brochure of a most picturesc^ue 
castle bears strong evidence that the author is a 
man " troubled with a pride of accuracy." 
Though small, we venture to think that it con- 
tains all the reliable history that is worth pre- 
serving of Castle Gloom regarding the vanous 
points taken up. Where positive historical 
evidence is not forthcoming, Mr. Paul has, we 
think, been judiciously guided to his results. 
We note with interest that the work has been 
prominently before him for many years, during 
which it must have been stri pped of the more purely 
traditional, and, to use his own words, " every 
source of information been consulted." Visitors 
to the romantic locality need no other guide to 
enlighten them. The illustrations add much to 
the interest of the work. 

The Life of Mary Queen of Scots. By Hilda 
T. Skae. London : Maclaren & Company. 
1905. [207 pp., cr. 8vo ; cloth extra, 2s. 6d. net] 

This volume is the first of the " Princes of the 
World Series," and it makes a good start, for, 
above all, there seems to be an undying interest 
in the tragic story of Mary Stewart. " So long," 
says the author, "as there exists readers or 
lovers of * truth more strange than fiction,* so 
long will the story of Mary Stewart remain one 
of absorbing interest. We have read Miss 
Skae's book with pleasure as a clear and judicial 
narrative, embracing all essential facts ; and, 
although she does not become polemic, she has 
evidently a warm side to the impulsive, impru- 
dent Queen of Scots. The story is told with 
considerable artistic effect, and in this respect, 
as well as in its historic character, should be a 
favourite with young people. The book is not 1 
controversial, and is unembarrassed by foot- 
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notes or authorities. We note the want of an 
index, which would have been useful. The 
volume is profusely and well illustrated, and 
well got up, and seems remarkably cheap. 

★ 
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NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
All communications should be accompanied by an 
identifying name and address. As publication day 
is the 25th of each month, copy should be in a few 
days earlier. Ed. 



Printed and Published at The Rosemount Press, Aberdeen. 
Literary comnianications should be addressed to the JBditor, 
23 OslK)nie Place, Aberdeen; Advertisements and Business 
Letters to the Publishers, Fanner's Hall Lane, Aberdeen. 



Digitized by Google 



SCOTTISH 

NOTES AND QUERIES. 



voi^vn.^-] No. 2. 



2ll(l SBRDB8.J 



August, 1905. 



llEGI8TERKD{gf=pM^ 4d. 



CONTENTS. 

Hons Paqk 

The Dncal Gordoiu* " Natural " iMue 17 

Centeaarir of the Revolution— The Place Name 
** tiiffht "—The First Baptist Church in Scotland.. 20 

Notable Men and Women of Argyleshire. 21 

** Laftends of the Bi-aes o' Mar " 23 

Aberdeen Maps and Views 25 

The Anl' Kirk o' Turra's Tes'ment 27 

MiHOB Notes :— 

" Strathbo((tana " 22 

Mercer Family— The Gordons at Brest— Village of 
the Bronze Age discovered 24 

A '* Sham " Wedding at Keith— Etymology of " Bul- 
wark" as a Place Name 26 

A Real Oushetneuk— A Motto for Genealogists— 
Cawdor Castle Traditions— Restoration of Yarrow 
Parish Church 28 

John Harvey, M.A.^ane Maxwell's Daughters— 
The Scottish Hunting Costume of 1616— The 
Heir Male of the Lords Forbes of Pltsligo 29 

John Maclean, the Inverness Centenarian, and his 
Son, FInlaj Maclean^ordons in France— Michie's 
MS. History of the Gordons 30 

Quuuis:- 

Lanark Larimer Day— Lady Gordon's Portrait by 
Downman 30 

Lord Esher's Forbes Ancestry— The Burnetts and 
the DeRnvigny Family— Gordianus and Gordians 
of Rome— John Stewa^ in Abergaim, Murdered 
by Callum " Contach " M'Gresror, 1747— StewarU 
in Olengaim— The Real Mackay— Pamphlet 
Wanted 31 

AXSHUBS:— 

Allan Glen 31 

An Old Seal of Aberdeen— The Brooch of Lome 32 

Soots Books of thk Mokth J2 



ABERDEEN, AUGUST, 1905. 

y * 

THE DUCAL GORDONS' "NATURAL" 
ISSUE. 

DISTINCTION UNDER DIFFICULTIES. 

Alexander, Duke of Gordon, and Bathia Largue, 
had a natural son, George, July 30, 1766. 
Sponsor—William Bell, at Gordon Castle. 
Witnesses— James Bennet [father of the 
founder of the New York Herald ?], Alex- 
ander Allan, and Margaret Davidson, all 
there. — Bellie Parish Register. 

Few points in genealogy contain so many 
ironies as the matter of what an older genera- 



tion strangely called " natural " issue, for in many 
cases a family is now represented solely by such 
issue, whereas its legitimate (and therefore un- 
natural (?) issue has become wholly extinct, or 
negligible. Some striking cases in point are 
afforded by the last Dukes of Gordon, and any 
history of the family must necessarily mention 
such issue. Our modern squeamish attitude 
with regard to natural issue— in many ways it is 
hypocritical and corrupt — ^found no place in the 
social code of the i8th century, for then illegi- 
mate children were almost commonplaces. 
They differ from natural issue to-day in that they 
were in no sense merely physiological mistakes, 
but were almost invariably educated by the 
putative father, so that in all respects, except the 
legal one, they were brought up exactly like his 
own sons. This should never be forgotten, and 
it removes the subject at once from mere inquisi • 
torial impropriety. For example, we have the 
authority of the " Memoirs of a Highland Lady" 
for stating that Jane Maxwell was devoted to her 
husband's illegitimate son, Colonel Georgje 
Gordon of Glentromie, who was extraordinarily 
like her own handsome boy, the Marquis of 
Huntly. Another example occurs in the case of 
Lady William Gordon, who left a charming 
estate to her husband's illegitimate son, whose 
family I am not permitted to name at present. 
Suffice it to say that the family has had a most 
distinguished military career, and flourishes to- 
day in abundance ; whereas Lord William had 
no son by his wife, and his only daughter, the 
heroine of Reynolds's "Angel Faces," died before 
her mother. 

I am afraid that the ducal list I have com- 
piled is not complete, but I believe it is the first 
attempt that has been made to tabulate the 
natural issue of the Dukes of Gordon. I think 
I am also right in saying that the Earis of 
Abnyne are also represented in this roundabout 
way by one or two families in Aberdeen to-day, 
but I have not had the opportunity of verifying 
such descents. The natural issue of the ducal 
Gordons whom I have been able to trace nearly 
all rose to eminence in the service of their 
country, the fact, of course, being that they re- 
ceived every patronage from their fathers. 
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Son of Cosmo^ '^rd Duke of Gordon. — William 
Gordon is said to have been the son of the 3rd 
Duke of Gordon by a French woman whom he 
married secretly, and declined to acknowledge. 
He was the author of a once popular work, " The 
Universal Accountant," and was the father of 
General Gabriel Gordon (1762- 1855), whose 
career I sketched in these columns in April, 
1905. 

Son of Alexander y ^th Duke of Gordon. — The 
only official statement of the illegitimate issue of 
the ducal Gordons which I have come across 
occurs in the case quoted at the top of this 
article. George, the child mentioned, was pro- 
bably the first of the many natural children of 
the 4th Duke, who was just 23 when he figured 
as a father. Who the lady, Bathia Largue, was, 
I cannot say ; curiously enough, she does not 
appear again in Bellie Register, so that she 
may have been a native of some other parish. 
From the fact that the sponsor and the wit- 
nesses are all declared as being "at Gordon 
Castle," I take it that Bathia may have been a 
serving-maid. That, however, did not invalidate 
the child, who not only got the name of Gordon, 
but was treated quite generously by the father, 
for we find him as a lieutenant in the i ith Light 
Dragoons, Nov. 18, 1789, and as a captain, Jan. 
3i> 1793' He seems to have exchanged into the 
6th Dragoons, from which, according to Green- 
hill Gardyne's " Life of a Regiment " (i., 20), he 
got a commission in the Gordon Highlanders, 
which had been raised by his father's wife, Jane 
Maxwell. According to modem notions, he was 
the very last officer whom the Duchess would 
have chosen, but the author of the " Memoirs of 
a Highland Lady,'* who knew him well, says he 
was a "great favourite" with the Duchess, who 
had married his father fifteen months after the 
child was bom. He is usually called " of Glen- 
tromie," but he also got Leicheston, part of the 
old Lesmoir estate, just as his younger (illegiti- 
mate) brother, Adam, got Newton Garrie, 
another pendicle of that family. The same 
authority says that he " might have done better 
for himself, and all belonging to him, had not the 
Gordon brain been of the lightest with him. He 
brought his tribe of five sons up to Glentromie 
in a boat set on wheels, which, after performing 
as a coach on the roads, was used for loch fish- 
ing in the hills." It is a curious fact that Mr. 
Panmure Gordon, who belonged to the Farskane 
Gordons, invented just such another boat (it was 
illustrated in Baiiys Magazine^ Oct., 1903), which 
he bequeathed to the German Emperor. Miss 
Grant of Rothiemurcus goes on to say that 
" Glentromie " was " a most agreeable and 
gentlemanly man, full of amusing conversation, 



and always welcome to the house [Rothie- 
murcus] on the way. He was said to be a care- 
less father, and not a kind husband to his very 
pretty wife, who, certainly, never accompanied 
him to the Glen." Mrs. Gordon and her two 
sisters, Agnes (Ross?), and "fat, red-haired 
Charlotte," were respectably connected in Elgin, 
had money, and were well educated. He was 
" eccentric and extravagant ; she peevish : so 
they lived very much asunder." At Leicheston, 
the children were quite by themselves, with 
porridge breakfasts and broth dinners, and " very 
cross Charlotte Ross [their aunt?] to keep us 
in order. If she tried her authority on the 
Colonel as well, it was no wonder if he preferred 
the Highlands without her to the Lowlands with 
her." Georgina, "the youngest daughter" of 
Colonel Gordon, died at Leichestoun, Feb. 16, 
1820 {Scots Mag.). 

I have recently had an opportunity of seeing 
a letter written by him to Rev. William Gordon, 
Urquhart. It is now in the possession of the 
tatter's descendant, Mrs. C. E. Davidson : — 
Gordon Castle. 
Saturday, Deer. 31st [1803]. 

My Dear Sir, — Nothing could have made me de- 
lay so long replying to your Letter except the inten- 
tion I had. of Personally condoling with you on the 
Loss that you have sustained by The Death of 3rour 
beloved Brother, and my most esteemed Friend; 
whom all my Family will never cease to regret ; his 
attentions and friendly assistance having been unre- 
mitted to us during our residence in Bengal, and we 
were looking forward with pleasure for his Return to 
this Country. . , . My feelings alone, can ex- 
press the rest. 

Believe me with the warmest esteem, My Dear 
Sir, Yours most sincerely, 

George Gordon. 
P.S. — I had almost forgotten to state that, the 
arrangements we are making at Leitchieston, and 
the state of the River which has not been passable 
without much difficulty this Week, have concurred 
in preventing my Family from paying our respects to 
you. 

We all unite in wishing you and Mrs. Gordon 
The Compt^- of the Season and be well assured that 
we shall at all times feel a lively Interest in the 
Welfare of your Family. My Coachman was at the 
Boat by Day Break this Morning to endeavour to 
have our Carriage ferried over, but found it im- 
possible from the Shoals that are newly formed. 

Adam Gordon was the 4th Duke's son by Jean 
Christie. He is said to have been one of the 
nine children she bore his Grace before she be- 
came Duchess. He was at Marischal Col- 
lege in 1 813, and died at Bumside, August 14, 
1834, in his 37th year. 

Charlotte. — A tablet was placed in Bellie 
Churchyard by Jean Christie to the memory of 
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her ** dear infant Charlotte,'' who died December 
10, 18 10. She erected the stone after she 
married the Duke, who had a legitimate daughter, 
Charlotte (Duchess of Richmond) : which proves 
what I say, that our forefathers were not shy in 
these matters. A curious echo of the Duke*s 
association with Jean Christie was heard in the 
Arbroath Sheriff Court last year (Sheriff Lee's 
interlocutor was issued on Dec. 14, 1904, and 
Sheriff Principal Johnston's, on appeal, Jan. 12, 
1905), in a case where Thomas Bljjth, ship- 
master, Dundee, raised an action against three 
people in Arbroath to compel them to produce 
an account of certain moneys to which his 
mother, Jane Christie, as niece of Jane Christie, 
Duchess of Gordon, was entitled. Both inter- 
locutors found that the pursuer had stated no 
relevant case for probation, and dismissed the 
action. 

Catherine. — The Doftean Tourist mentions the 
marriage, in 181 3, of Catherine, daughter of 
Alexander, 4th Duke of Gordon, to Captain John 
Anderson of Candacraig, 28th Regiment. She 
was probably one of Jean Christie's children. 

Sons of George^ ^th and last Duke of Gordon, 
— Major-General Alexander Gordon, K.E., was 
bom Feb. 2, 1794, and was acknowledged and 
educated by his father. The Gentle maris Maga- 
zine (Vol. XIV., 2nd New Series, p. 667) says 
he was educated at Rothes Parish School. 
Through the influence of his father, he got a 
commission in the Royal Engineers, beginning 
as a cornet, Sept. i, 181 5. His promotions 
were : — Lieutenant. Dec. 2, 1824 ; captain, Jan. 
10, 1837 ; major, Nov. 11, 1851 ; lieut.-colonel, 
Dec. 6, 1851 ; colonel, Nov. 28, 1855 ; major- 
general, i860. He served many years in Canada ; 
as senior oflicer in Demerara during the insur- 
rection of the negroes in 1 823-4 ; he was men- 
tioned in general orders, and received the 
thanks of the Court of Policy of the United 
Colony of Demerara and Essequibo. He also 
served at the Cape of Good Hope. Conolly 
('* History of the Royal Sappers and Miners," 
I., 427) mentions that when he was a cap- 
tain he was sent in charge of two engines and a 
detachment of sappers and miners from Gibraltar 
by the Governor, Sir Robert Wilson, to assist in 
extinguishing a fire on the U.S. s.s. " Missouri," 
Aug. 26, 1843, »n the Bay of Gibraltar. "All 
their diligence and intrepidity were unavailing, 
for the vessel burnt to the water's edge. During 
their efforts the men were in much danger from 
falling masts and spars, and from the possible 
explosion of a powder magazine on board." The 
Governor, in orders, " thanked Captain Gordon 
and those under him for their creditable and 
useful zeal. They left nothing undone endea- 



vouring to save the vessel, and the gallant crew 
were preserved by their united labour and de- 
votedness." He married on Aug. 6, 1822, at 
Boldre, Huntingdon, Z^b^e Ann Rose Tonzi 
(bom Feb. 2, 1797), daughter of Francis Joseph 
Tonzi, San Domingo, Commander in the French 
navy, by his marriage with Mrs. Howe, widow 
of an English merchant. There was quite ri 
romance about Mrs. Gordon. She and her twin 
sister, Lucinde Antoinette, were rescued as little 
girls during the siege of San Domingo, and 
brought home in a British warship by Captain 
(afterwards Admiral) Thomas Edward Symonds. 
Symonds educated them, and married Lucinde 
in 181 5. General Gordon died at 22 Blooms- 
bury Square, March 16, 1863: His widow died 
Oct. 20, 1874. They had two sons and six- 
daughters : — 

Alexander William Gordon, born Sept. 9, 1823. 
He entered the 6ist Regiment as an 
ensign March 11, 1842. His promotions 
were: — Lieutenant, May 3, 1844; cap- 
tain, December 29, 1848 ; brevet-major, 
Jan. 19, 1858 ; major, Nov. 16, i860. 
He served at the siege of Delhi in 1857 ; 
was present at the repulse of the sorties 
of July 4 and 18 ; and in the action at 
Nuggutghur, Aug. 25, when he com- 
manded the reserves, for which he got 
brevet rank. He retired as major-general. 
He married (i) on June 19, 185 1, at 
Bishopsbourne, Kent, Mary Elizal^th, 
eldest daughter of T. A. Whitney of 
Merton, co. Wexford. She died without 
issue in 1862 ; (2) Constance Mary Mor- 
daque (or Mordac), who survived him 
without issue. He died Aug. 23, 1891. 
George Tindal Gordon, born 1832 He is 
now living in Melbourne. He married 
Elizabeth Kn3^ett, and has two sons and 
two daughters. The sons (both in Mel- 
bourne) are 

Alexander Huntly Gordon, 
George Seton Gordon. 
One daughter was born at East End, near 
Lymington, August 7, 1825 Another 
married Rev. Donald Fraser, Free High 
Church, Inverness, and had four sons. 
Another daughter, Merelina Victoria, 
married Aug. 6, 1858, William Ledsum. 
Admiral Charles Gordon, R.N.^6\q^ at Huntly, 
May 19, 1876, aged 78, was another son of the 
5th Duke. He entered the navy in 18 10, serving 
in the " Hussar," " Modeste," "Thistle," Belle- 
rephon,"" Royal Sovereign," "Erebus," "Lame," 
" Challenger," " Zebra," " Ganymede," "Tagus," 
"Active," "Ariadne," and "Cadmus." He lived 
in Huntly a great many years, and seems to have 
shared some of the more prominent character- 
istics of the Gordons. He married Elizabeth, 
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daughter of Andrew Macpherson of Gibston. 
She died in 1843. Her sister married General 
John Gordon of Culdrain. 

Janef — I printed in these columns (July, 
1900) an extraordinary story of a "disowned" 
daughter of the (4th?) Duke of Gordon, who 
married a " sort of land steward named Taylor." 
If there were any such daughter, I fancy she 
must have been illegitimate. I have never had 
any corroboration of the story, which is ad- 
mittedly based on tradition. 

J. M. Bulloch. 

* 

CENTENARY OF THE REVOLUTION. 

Now that the ecclesiastical situation in Scot- 
land is sending many minds back to the Revolu- 
tion Settlement, it will be interesting to recall 
that the first centenary of the Revolution itself was 
celebrated with due pomp and circumstance in 
Edinburgh in 1788. A club, called the " Revo- 
lution Club," had been started to keep its memory 
green, but the society had languished and died. 
It was resuscitated in Edinburgh in 1746, and by 
1788, 2,500 members had been duly enrolled. 
The club ordained that its celebration should 
take the form of a banquet to be held in the 
Old Parliament House. The date originally 
fixed was November 1 5, but the serious illness 
of the King caused a postponement to Decem- 
ber 22. The Lord Provost occupied the chair, 
and covers were laid for between 300 and 400 — 
all of them members of the club. Woods, the 
Theatre Royal manager, prepared and recited 
an original ode to " Liberty," the first verse of 
which ran — 

•* Thou fairest Daughter of the Skies, 

Sweet Liberty, to thee we pay 
Due thanks for blessings free men prize. 

While thus we hail this honoured day." 

A proposal was also made in the same year to 
raise a suitable commemorative monument, to 
be erected in Edinburgh. Persons to receive 
subscriptions were appointed for Edinburgh, 
Perth, Dundee, Glasgow, Aberdeen, Inverness, 
Kelso, St Andrews, and Dumfries. The pro- 
ject, however, failed to commend itself. I do 
not know if any special notice was taken of 

1888. J. C ALDER Ross. 

* — ' — 

THE PLACE NAME " GIGHT." 



{2ndS,, VII., 10.) 
Gight, Gicht, Keith, Cattie, Kethock, Kettock, 
Keithack, and perhaps also Kessock, come from 
Gaelic gaothach, pronounced now ga-ach, windy, 



though in these names the / or th had been 
sounded originally. In Crossgight, the windy 
crossing over a hilltop, the English cross has 
been prefixed. Edingight and Edingeith, both 
meaning windy hillside, have as a prefix aondann, 
pronounced a-dan, a brae. Inchkeith and Keith- 
mch contain innis, an island, and mean windy 
island. Ardgeith and Ardgaoith are com- 
pounded of ard, a height, and gaoith, the geni- 
tive of gaoth, wind. Drumnageith, hill of the 
wind, is from druim, ridge of a hill ; na, of the, 
genitive of the article ; and gaoith, the genitive 
of gaoth, wind. Balmaghie, town of wind, is 
compounded of baile, town ; na, of the ; gaoith, 
of wind. Gateside, a common name, means 
windy site or town, and is compounded of gaoth- 
ach, windy ; and suidhe, now pronounced sui, 
seat, settlement, or place. Dalgety contains 
dail, field and gaoith, genitive of gaoth, wind, 
and means windy field. 

John Milne, LLD. 

* 

THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IN 
SCOTLAND. 



In the course of his notice of the Rev. Archi- 
bald Maclean (5. N, and Q,, 2nd S., VI.. 179), 
Mr. Wilson says that the church in Edinburgh 
ministered to by Mr. Robert Carmichael was 
the first Baptist Church in Scotland. I do not 
know whether the claim is one to be met with 
among the Baptists themselves, but I have long 
been acquainted with another church which 
seems to have prior right to the honour, viz., 
that at Keiss, a village about eight miles north 
of Wick, Caithness. Mr. Wilson's dates are 
not very definite, but the date of foundation of 
the Edinburgh church seems to have been after 
October 9, 1765. The Keiss church claims to be 
fifteen years older. Calder, in his " History of 
Caithness," says — " The founder of the Baptists 
in Caithness was Sir William Sinclair of Keiss. 
. . . On embracing Baptist views. Sir William 
went to London, and was there formally baptised, 
and admitted a member of his adopted Church. 
He commenced preaching in Caithness about 
the year 1750, and continued to do so with great 
zeal for the space of fourteen years. He formed 
a church at Keiss, over which he regularly pre- 
sided as pastor. In 1765 he left the county and 
went to Edinburgh, where he died two years 
afterwards." The inscribed tablet on the build- 
ing bears out this statement It reads — " In 
Memory of Sir William Sinclair, Bart, of Dun- 
beath. Founder and Pastor of this the first 
Baptist Church in Scotland. Organised A.D. 
1750." J. Calder Ross. 
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NOTABLE MEN AND WOMEN OF 
ARGYLESHIRE. 

(Continued from VoL VII., 2nd S.^page 4.) 

337. Maclean, John, LL.D. : Judge of the 
Supreme Court of the United States. He was 
bom in New Jersey in 1785, and worked on a 
farm till the age of 16. He commenced the 
study of law in 1803, and was admitted to the 
bar in 1807. He sat in Congress 1813-16, and 
in the latter year was appointed one of the 
Supreme Judges of Ohio. In 1823 he was Post- 
master-General of the United States, and in 
1829 was raised to a seat in the Supreme Court 
of the Republic His death took place in 1861. 
In the famous Dred Scott case he dissented 
from the majority of the Court, and held that 
slavery had originated in force, not in right. 
He was nominated for President at the Republi- 
can Convention in 1856, in competition with 
General Fremont To his authorship are 
ascribed two volumes of " Reports of the United 
States Circuit Court*' 

338. Maclean, John (Rev.) : Missionary 
to the Indians. This devoted man was bom in 
Kilmarnock in 1854. As I failed to notice this 
eminent missionary in my list of Ayrshire 
notables, I have pleasure in performing an act 
of tardy justice, by coupling him with the notables 
of Argyll. While working as a bootcloser in his 
native place, young Maclean studied Latin and 
Greek. In 1873 removed to Ontario, and 
entered the ministry of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church in 1874. In 1880 he was acting as a 
missionary among the Blackfoot Indians. He 
published *'Lone Land Lights" in 1882, and a 
book on " The Indians : their Manners and 
Customs,** in 1889, with others works. Some 
years ago he was residing at Alberta, Canada. 

339. Maclean, Sir John : Lieutenant- 
General, K.C.B. Of the family of Dochgar- 
roch, Inverness- shire, he entered the army as an 
ensign in 1 794, but was promoted to be lieutenant 
in the Gordon Highlanders the very next day. 
As a captain, in 1797, he saw service in Holland, 
and was wounded at Alkmaar in 1799. He 
served in Egypt, and was decorated by the 
Sultan with the Order of the Crescent Next 
he was on duty in Ireland. As lieutenant- 
colonel he commanded the 27th Regiment in 
1808. He served under Wellington till 1814, 
was four times severely wounded, and rose to be 
colonel in the latter year. He received from the 
King of Portugal the Order of the Tower and 
Sword, and was knighted in 181 5. A lieutenant- 



general when he died, the date of his decease I 
have not ascertained. He married Sarah, 
daughter of B. Price, and had a son who died 
in infancy. 

340. Maclean, , Miss, Mrs. Clarke ; 

Mother of the famous Wesleyan divine, Dr. 
Adam Clarke. She was a great-grand daughter 
of Sir Lachlan M6r Maclean. Her husband 
was an Irish schoolmaster. The rugged, mas- 
sive qualities in the son are thought to have 
been derived far more from the mother than the 
father. 

341. Maclean, John (Rev.) : Brother of 
Mrs. Clarke above noted. He was a man of 
incredible strength. Among other marvellous 
feats, he is said to have been able to bend iron 
bars by a stroke of his arm, and to roll up large 
pewter dishes like a scroll with his fingers. As 
to his spiritual power, not so many wonders are 
recorded ; but if he had any of the zeal and de- 
votion of his nephew. Dr. Adam Clarke, his 
career as a minister would doubtless also be a 
marked one. 

342. Maclean, John, D.D.: Gaelic Scholar 
and Divine. A distinguished student of Glas- 
gow University, he was a native of Tiree. He 
was ordained in 1867 as minister of the parish 
of Kilchomar, and in 1889 was translated to St. 
Columba's, Glasgow. He is one of the trans- 
lators of the new edition of the Gaelic Bible, 
and is also a distinguished Hebrew scholar. 

343. Maclean, Charles Smith, C.B.: 
Colonel. Son of Lachlan of Rum, and bom in 
1836, he entered the Bengal army in 1853, and 
became captain in 1865, major in 1873, lieut.- 
colonel in 1879, arid colonel in 1884. He served 
through the Indian Mutiny, and was twice 
severely wounded, for which he received the 
medal with clasp, and a wound pension. He 
was with the China Expeditionary Force in 
i860, for which he received a medal with two 
clasps. He also served in the Afghan Cam- 
paign of 1878-79-80, and was several times 
mentioned in despatches, and received a medal 
with clasp, and was made lieutenant-colonel. 
He was in command of the cavalry in the expe- 
dition against the Masird Waziris in 1880, and 
was created C.B. in 1881. 

344. Maclean, Sir Archibald : Major- 
General. A native of Mull who saw much 
service in the Napoleonic and later wars. He 
became major-general in 1841. He was bom in 
1783, and died in 186 1. 



Digitized by Google 



22 



SCOTTISH NOTES AND QUERIES 



[August, 1905 



345. Maclean, Sir Donald, KC.M.G. : 
Colonial Statesman. He was born 27th Octo- 
ber, 1820, at Kilmoenaig, Tiree, and early in 
life emigrated to Sydney, New South Wales, 
but passed to New Zealand, where he entered 
public life, and became a leading politician. He 
was for many years Native Minister in the suc- 
cessive Governments of that colony. He died 
in 1877. 

346. Maclean, Sir George : British 
Official. Bom at Dysart, Fifeshire, in 1795, 
and educated at Edinburgh, he entered the 
commissariat service in 1812, serving in the 
Peninsula and south of France till the close of 
the campaign of 18 13- 14. He proceeded thence 
to America, but returned to France, and was 
present with the army of occupation from 181 5 
to 18 1 8. He was subsequently employed in 
Canada, West Indies, West Africa, etc., and 
while at Sierra Leone he was a member of the 
Executive Council He was made Commissary- 
General in 1849 fo'* services in Van Dicmen's 
Land. He served in that capacity in the Kaffir 
War of 1852-3, and was knighted on his return 
home. 

347. Maclean, John (Rev.) : Bard, etc. 
Son of Ewen, 9th of Treshnish. He was licensed 
by the Presbytery of Mull in 1702, and ordained 
to the pastoral charge of the parish of Kilninian 
and Kilmore the same year. He died in 1756, 
having married a daughter of Charles M. B. 
Maclean of Tiree. His son, Alexander, suc- 
ceeded him in the cure, and was the father of two 
officers in the British army who distinguished 
themselves. Five of the poems of the Rev. 
John Maclean have been published. At his 
death the Presbytery bore testimony to his great 
zeal for the interest of religion and the dignity 
of the ministerial character. 

348. Maclean, John (Rev.): Highland min- 
ister of quaint character. He was called by the 
Presbytery of Lochcarron to the parish of Kin- 
tail in 1730. After the battle of Culloden, Lord 
George Sackville entered the parish driving 
cattle and plunder before him. To protect his 
parishioners, then loyal subjects, from insult, the 
worthy minister appeared before his lordship, 
who, from the simplicity of his dress, inferring 
imposition on him, drew a loaded pistol and 
ordered his reverence instantly to appear before 
him with his library, or otherwise he should suffer 
for his imposition. On this Mr. Maclean made 
haste and brought a volume of " Poole's Anno- 
tations," which mollified his lordship, and showed 
that under the humble garments of this rude 



Highland pastor there were courage, benevo- 
lence, and truth, not less worthy of regard than 
had he been clothed in the most costly clerical 
dress. Mr. Maclean died in 1774. 

349. Maclean, John, D.D., LL.D. : Presi- 
dent of New Jersey College. Born at Prince- 
ton, New Jersey, in 1800, he graduated at New 
Jersey College m 18 16, and at Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary in 182 1. He was appointed 
Professor of Mathematics, New Jersey College, 
in 1823, and was made Professor of Ancient 
Languages, and Vice-President of New Jersey 
College, 1829, and, finally, was promoted to be 
President of the same m 1853. He retired in 
1868. He published in 1877 a " History of the 
College of New Jersey,'* in 2 volumes. His 
death took place in 1886. 

350. Maclean, John (Sir), F.S.A.: Son of 
Robert Lean, Esq. of Trehundrcth, Cornwall, 
but descended from a branch of the Clan Lean 
in Scotland. He resumed in 1845 the original 
prefix Mac He was bom at Trehundreth in 
181 1. He entered the Ordnance Department 
in 1837, and became Deputy- Auditor of the War 
Office in 1865, but resigned on a pension, and 
was knighted by the Queen in 1871. He is 
author of several historical works, including 
" Life and Times of Sir Peter Carew," " Letters 
of Sir Robert Cecil to Sir George Carew." He 
was alive in 1889. 

351. Maclean, John (Sir), K.C.B. : of 
the family of Dochgarroch. He entered the 
army in 1794, and was promoted to be lieutenant 
in the Gordon Highlanders the very next day. 
A captain in 1797, he saw service in Holland, 
and was wounded at Alkmaar in 1799. He 
served in Egypt, and was decorated by the 
Sultan with the Order of the Crescent. Next 
he was on duty in Ireland. As lieutenant-colonel 
he commanded the 27th Regiment in 1808. ■ He 
served under Wellington till 18 14, was four times 
severely wounded, and rose to be colonel in 
1 814. He received from the King of Portugal 
the Order of the Tower and Sword, and was 
knighted in 181 5. He was lieutenant-general 
when he died. 

Dollar. W. B. R. Wilson. 

{To be continued,) 

★ 

" Strathboglvna." — The articles which ap- 
peared in the Huntly Express under this title 
were written by the late Dr. Shearer. 
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"LEGENDS OF THE BRAES O' MAR.'' 



{zndS., Vol. VI., page 190.) 

The author of this book was John Grant, who 
lived at Glengairn — not John Grant Glencairn. 
In an edition published in 1876 at Aberdeen 
(A. King & Co., Upperkirkgate, and Alex. 
Troup, Queen Street;, Mr. Grant has some 
severe remarks on what he describes as Mrs. 
Elizabeth Taylor's wholesale plundering from 
his earlier edition, and there can be little doubt 
that the lady was considerably indebted to that 
work in her " Braemar Highlands." It is fair 
to mention that in her introductory remarks to 
her book Mrs. Taylor admits that " occasionally, 
in reference to a date, etc., and frequently in 
regard to the correct orthography of several 
Gaelic phrases," she has availed herself of the 
help afforded by Mr. Grant's book, of the exist- 
ence of which she says she was not aware until 
her own collection was almost complete ; but 
perhaps a larger admission of indebtedness 
would have been more satisfactory. Mr. Grant 
speaks of her as '^Mrs. Elizabeth M*Hardie, 
Kirkcaldy, alias Elizabeth Taylor," and, judging 
firom the first name, it seems likely that she was 
connected with Braemar by family ties, if she 
was not actually a native. 

Mr. Grant's book is fairly correct as to its 
history and genealogy of the local families in 
modern times, but most of the so-called tradi- 
tion and early history must be taken with 
caution. A. M. M. 



The author of this work was John Grant, a 
native of Glengairn, not Glencairn. At the 
time he was engaged in writing it he lived in the 
village of Tarland, filling the position of banker 
there. He was then one of my intimate friends, 
and often read parts of his MS. to me. 

We came much together, being both members 
of the volunteer corps when it was first started. 
In that company he held the position of 
lieutenant. 

He was originally intended for the Roman 
Catholic Church, and studied for some time with 
that end in view ; but, taking unto himself a 
wife, other occupation had to be found, hence 
his being in the bank. He died a good many 
years ago. Miss Taylor's "Braemar Highlands " 
has all along been looked upon as an impudent 
piece of plagiarism. It is a pleasure to thus 
have the opportunity of puttmg this matter 
straight in the interest and memory of an old 
friend. George Sim. 

Aberdeen 

P.S. — Since I sent you the note on the 
" Legends of the Braes o' Mar," a friend has 



shown me a second issue of the work, which 
was published by King & Co., Aberdeen, June, 
1876, and the following i^ in the introduction : 
— ** The author of these * Legends,' having left 
the country some years ago, a Mrs. Elizabeth 
M*Hardy, Kircaldy {sic) (for Kirkcaldy), alias 
Elizabeth Taylor, got up a book called " The 
Braemar Highlands," in which all that relates 
to the past is almost identical in substance with 
this book. She has, in fact, as will be patent 
to any one who compares the two volumes, 
plundered ' The Legends of the Braes o' Mar ' 
wholesale. Sometimes in this grand appropria- 
tion she uses inverted commas, sometimes she 
changes a word or two in a sentence, sometimes 
she alters a little the arrangement, and some- 
times, without any sign, she boldly appropriates 
from this work. Such a gross case, for the 
honour of the craft, is not often met with in the 
literary world ; but, when met with, surely de- 
serves every just man's reprobation. The 
* Legends ' are now again offered to the indul- 
gence of the public." — G. S. 



I am glad to be able to give your correspond- 
ent " Alba " some information about the 
" Legends of the Braes o' Mar." 

The author was Mr. John Grant, a native of 
Glengairn, and, at the time he wrote the book, 
manager of a branch bank — probably the Aber- 
deen Town and County — at the village of Tar- 
land. He has been dead for a number of years. 
He was the son of James Grant, farmer at 
Abergairn, at the lower end of Glengairn, a mile 
and a half above Ballater. One of his brothers 
was Roman Catholic Bishop of Aberdeen, and I 
think I have heard that another studied medicine, 
and became a surgeon in the navy. The father, 
J times Grant, was a man of intelligence, and 
highly esteemed by his neighbours. He studied 
mathematics and read history, had the gift of 
kindly and pawky humour, and was an excellent 
farmer. His youngest son succeeded him in the 
farm at Abergairn, where he lived till he went 
abroad with his family the other year. 

The " Legends " appeared anonymously in 
1 861, and excited much interest in the Braes o' 
Mar. Some years afterwards a Mrs. Elizabeth 
Taylor published a book called the " Braemar 
Highlands,'' in which, with cool effrontery, she 
plagiarised and murdered the " Legends " 
wholesale. Her book is a wretched and dis- 
ingenuous production. In 1 876 a second edition 
ot the "Legends" appeared, with the author's 
name and designation — "John Grant, Glen- 
gairn,"' and an introductory chapter of historical 
notes. This chapter contains an indignant pro- 
test against the way the " Legends " had been 
treated by Mrs. Taylor in her book. 
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The " Legends of the Braes o' Mar " appears 
now to be scarce, and I had some difficulty in 
procuring a copy of the second edition in Aber- 
deen a few years ago. It is a remarkable book 
in its way. The author is full of his subject : 
fairly carried away by it, in fact His enthusiasm 
and high spirits betray him into exuberances of 
style and occasional faults against good taste. 
He has the gift of language, and a true dramatic 
instinct, and it would not be easy to find tales 
told with more vividness and power than the 
vengeance of Gillespie Urrasach on the cateran 
chief ; the story of Donald Og of Monaltrie, 
especially his encounter with the Italian wizard 
in London ; the exploits of the Cam Ruadh and 
of the two Mackenzies — Donald, the " Egyptian," 
and Donald, the son of Robert the Mighty. 
When he touches religious subjects a strong 
Catholic bias is evident, but that is easily allowed 
for, and does no harm. And, as Byron said, 
partiality and wrath are virtues in a historian, 
because they make him write in earnest. 

James Neil, M.D. 

Oxford. 

* . 

Mercer Family (XII., 158).— In the " Diary 
of John Row" (VII., 38, to VIII., 25) there is a 
curious misprint, which is easily accounted for, 
but 1 have not seen it alluded to. Mr. John 
Mercer was not minister of Fyvie, as stated 
(VII., 183, 184), but of Tyrie. He was one of 
the many Mercers, ministers of that period, and 
all studied at Marischal College. Tneir history 
is interesting, as it belongs so exclusively to Aber- 
deenshire. They start from Thomas Mercer, 
possibly the Burgess of Aberdeen in 1631, a 
saddler, and eldest son of John M.; Thomas 
M. had a sister, Marjorie, who died 1663 (VII., 
70). With this Thomas were contemporary 
John M., minister of Slains ; John M., mmister 
of Ellon ; John M., minister of Methlic ; Robert 
M., minister of Banchory-Devenick ; and Robert 
M., niinister of Ellon. (Some are probably 
duplicates.) About the same time there was 
Laurence M., a graduate of Marischal Col- 
lege, and London merchant : he married 
Beatrix Strachan at Kintore in 1665. The first- 
named, Thomas, had by his wife, Agnes Beens, 
three sons — Thomas M., the Quaker ; Archibald 
M., who died at Kinnellar in 1663 ; and John 
M., who was minister of Kinnellar, and died in 
1676. By his wife, Lilias Row, John M. had a 
family of four sons and five daughters. Of 
these, Thomas M., the second son, became 
minister in succession to his father as minister 
of Kinnellar, and by his second wife, Isobel 
Smith, through whom he acquired Smiddybum, 



he had a large family. Of the sons, two became 
parish ministers. John M. was settled at Tyrie 
m 1 7 10, and died there in 1761. William M. 
was settled at Pitsligo in 1720, and died in 1767- 
He is of special interest to us in America as the 
father, by his wife, Ann Monro, of the American 
patriot. General Hugh Mercer, who fought under 
Washington, and fell at the battle of Prince- 
ton in the beginning of 1777. Another son of 
Thomas M., minister of Kinnellar, was also 
Thomas M., and may have been the person of 
that name who married Margaret Rickart, 
younger daughter of John Rickart of Rickarton 
and Achnacant, and had by her two sons, of 
whom the younger was well known as Major 
James Mercer of Achnacant. Thomas M., 
minister of Kinnellar, was proprietor of Todlaw, 
in the parish of Forglen, and Smiddybum, in 
the parish of Fyvie, and he had a mansion- 
house at each of these. His son, John, matri- 
culated at Marischal College in 1700 as "de 
Todlie and Smiddiebum." (Did Mr. P. J. 
Anderson realise it 1) Elizabeth M., daughter 
of John M., minister of Tyrie, was married to 
James Wilson, minister of Gamrie, and was 
mother of Thomas Wilson, who was next parish 
minister. Has the ministerial Mercer tradition 
been lost in Aberdeenshire, and even in Scot- 
land } I do not find one of that name in the 
lists of either the Established Church or the 
Free in my latest " Oliver and Boyd Almanack," 
1883. James Gammack, LL.D. 

West Hartford, Conn. 



The Gordons at Brest.~A letter on this 
subject which appeared in the Aberdeen Free 
Press of July 14 omitted to mention that the 
first Duke of Gordon visited Brest. A Richard 
Milton, as noted in the Stanley Leighton papers 
(Hist. MSS. Com.), received a news letter on 
April 24, 1690, in which it was stated that " the 
Duke of Gordon arrived at Brest with about 
twelve English and Scotch disbanded officers." 



Village of the Bronze Age Discovered. 
— In the course of excavations in the neighbour- 
hood of Breslau, 400 graves and 1 50 prehistoric 
dwelling-places have been brought to light. The 
oldest ofthe graves contained bones dating from 
a period previous to the Bronze Age, and in 
other graves near by were found urns showing 
that they had contained bodies interred five 
centuries later. The excavators have been able 
to trace the site of a village of the Bronze Age. 
About a dozen huts are clearly recognisable. A 
whole collection of spinning and weaving appli- 
ances have also been dug up. —Glasgow Even- 
ing Tiities^ May 16, 1905. 
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ABERDEEN MAPS AND VIEWS. 



The very interesting list of MS. maps of 
Aberdeen in the British Museum, given by Mr. 
P. J. Anderson in the June No. of Scottish Notes 
and Queries^ brings to mind the desirability 
of having, as far as possible, a complete list 
drawn up of all Aberdeen maps, plans, and 
views. That sounds, perhaps, rather compre- 
hensive and difficult, but it ought to be attempted, 
and it has to be borne in mind that the longer it 
is delayed the more difficult ^ill it become. 
Further, we ought to have not merely a list of 
the maps and views, as originally published, 
but a list also of reproductions. Having given 
some little attention to this subject, 1 propose to 
set down such Aberdeen maps, plans, and views 
as I have a note of, but as no single person 
could overtake the whole field in an inquiry of 
this kind, it is much to be hoped that others will 
fill in gaps where such occur, either in reference 
to the main publications or reproductions. A 
few descriptive notes, also, will be very accept- 
able, particularly in reference to the obscurer 
Ofiaps. I propose, for convenience, to classify 
the subjects mto three groups — (i) Maps or 
plans relating to the city ; (2) Maps or plans re- 
lating to the county ; (3) Views. In the mean- 
time I exclude Directory maps, which ought to 
be dealt with separately. An asterisk prefixed 
to a date signifies that a cop^ of the map or 
plan is to be found in the Public Library. 

I.— MAPS OR PLANS RELATING TO THE CITY. 

I. ♦1661. Abredonise Novae et Veteris Descrip- 
tio,Auctore JacoboGordono. A Description of 
New and of Old Aberdeens ; with the places 
neerest adjacent. [James Gordon.] 

Parson Gordon's map, the first map of Aber- 
deen, is too well known to require any comment. 
By far the best reproduction of it — a facsimile 
of the original Dutch engraving— is to be found 
in *' A Description of Both Touns of Aberdeen," 
printed for the Spalding Club, 1842. It has also 
been reproduced, in greater or less extent, in 
James Rettie's "Aberdeen Fifty Years Ago," 
1868; George Cadenhead's "Sketch of the 
Territorial History ol the Burgh of Aberdeen," 
1878 ; (for same paper in) ** Transactions of the 
Aberdeen Philosophical Society," Vol. I., 1884 ; 
John Bulloch's "Aberdeen Three Hundred 
Years Ago," 1884; WiUiam Watt's **A History of 
Aberdeen and Banff," 1900 ; and, as a supple- 
ment to the Aberdeen Weekly Journal, 8th 
February, 1905. The interesting story of the 
draughting of this plan, ** wpon ane meikle cairt 
of paper," by the parson of Rothiemay, the 
arrangement for having it engraved, and the re- 



compense allov/ed to Gordon by the Town 
Council are quoted in " Extracts from the Coun- 
cil Register " (Burgh Rec. Soc). II., pp. 200, 202, 
205. 

2. 1693. Great Britain's Coasting Pilot : Bein^ 
a New and Exact Survey of the Sea Coast of 
England and Scotland, &c. By Captain 
Greenville Collins, Hydrographer in Ordmary 
to the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The chart relating to Aberdeen in Collins' 
" Coasting Pilot "is, I rather think, the earliest 
detailed chart of the Aberdeen harbour and 
entrance. The chart is dedicated " To the 
Honourable the Magistrates of the Citty ot 
Aberdeene," and bears the city arms. The 
spelling of names is, naturally, very inaccurate 
— we get the River Dye, for the River Dee — but 
the draughtmanship is wonderfully correct. A 
flat rock, with three feet of water, off Girdle- 
ness, is marked ** The Girdle " — the earliest re- 
ference I have come across to the mass of gneiss 
which gives the name to the headland. Collins 
intimates to mariners, relative to Aberdeen : — 
" You must not venture in here without a pilot, 
for the bar often alters ; and you are to observe 
that no ships 01 any burthen, drawing 10, 11, or 
12 feet water, will venture here but when the 
water is very smooth, and the wind off shore, 
and spring tides." However, he adds, ** Here 
are always boats ready to help ships in and out" 
I have not seen a copy of the first edition of the 
" Pilot " ; the above details are taken from 
Mountain's edition of 1781, which I had an 
opportunity of examining some years ago. 

3. *1746. A Survey of Old and New Aberdeen 
with ye Adjacent Country between ye Rivers 
Dee and Don. Inscribed to ye Rt. Honour- 
able D. Forbes, Esq., Ld. President of ye. 
Sessions in Scotland. By G. & W. Paterson, 
Sold by J. Millan, Bookseller, next Scotland 
Yard, Whitehall. 

An extremely interesting map, philologically 
and topographically. Thus, the corruption of 
Futty into Footdee is shown to be in progress 
by the hybrid name '* Futt Dee." Sandilands, 
where the chemical works are, appears as 
" Sandy Ground of Futt Dee." At the Gallow 
Hill is marked •* The Gibbet," which is pro- 
bably imaginary. Near where Ferryhill U.F. 
Church stands was "A Circular Quagmire called 
the Round O" — which may help towards an 
explanation of that curious place name, and not 
far off is Rudrystoun," which is remarkably 
near the correct spelling. *' Hard Ward " is a 
little different from Hardweird, but takes us no 
nearer a solution of that difficult name. Sil- 
verton Hospital " reminds one of the old ** Siller- 
ton " name of Gordon's Hospital ; near the top 
of what is now Skene Square are noted 2 



Digitized by Google 



26 



SCOTTISH NOTES AND QUERIES 



[August, 1905 



stones of 12 and 6 feet high," which led some 
topographers to imagine, wrongly, that the 
name of the district is Gilcom-stone. A little 
lower down, however, are " The Steps," whence 
the often-puzzling name of (jilcomston Steps, 
where no steps are to be seen. Paterson's map 
was reproduced as a frontispiece to Orem's " A 
Description of the Chanonry in Old Aber- 
deen," when that work was published by Nichols, 
of London, as No. III. of the " Bibliotheca 
Topographica Britannica," 1782. The map 
was also sold separately at is. (when issued by 
Millan in 1746 it was sold at 2s. coloured, is. 6d. 
plain). When Chalmers produced his edition of 
Orem in 1791, he discarded the Paterson map, 
and substituted a view of King's College, which 
was reproduced, in slightly altered form, in 
John Rettie's edition of 1830. The Paterson map 
was reproduced again in Mr. Robbie's Aber- 
deen, its Traditions and History," 1893. 

4. 1772 or 1773 (?)• A Plan of the New Town, 
by Adams and Law. 

This reference is from ** The Book of Bon- 
Accord," by Joseph Robertson (p. 144, n.), 
who says, **This is said to be in the Town 
Hall." He takes his reference from the Brit. 
Top., Vol. n., p. 648. Some details of this 
plan, if it is in existence, would be very desir- 
able. 

5. *I773. A Plan of the City of Aberdeen, the 
Old Town, and the adjacent Country, made 
out from an accurate Survey taken 1773. 
George Taylor. 

Captain Taylor's map, which was inscribed 
to the Provost, Magistrates, and Council— all of 
whom are individually named in the inscription 
— has some specially interesting features. The 
German Ocean is the *' British Ocean," a name 
that it bears in various maps. • *' The Summer 
Road " came to be known in later days as 
Summer Lane ; away round near Ferryhill Mill 
is the mill dam, whence the burn that gave the 
name to Millburn Street ; in the north-west out- 
skirts are the Loanhead quarries between Loan- 
head hamlet and Gilcomston Dam, and numer- 
ous bleachfields are noted in the same neigh- 
bourhood. The public baths erected at that 
time between Belmont Street and the Den- 
burn are shown ; and the Windmill, on the 
site of Crown Street, that gave the name to 
Windmill Brae. Taylor's map was excellently 
reprinted (by Messrs. Taylor & Henderson) for 
the Corporation in 1902. 

6. *i790. A Plan of the City of Aberdeen, with 
all the Inclosures Surrounding the Town to 
the Adjacent Country, made out from an 
accurate Survey, taken 1789, by Alex. Milne. 

Milne's plan was published on ist March, 



1790. It has many features in common with 
Taylor's map, but many of its own of much in- 
terest Thus, the sugar industry had been set 
agoing whicn gives us, in Milne's map, Virginia 
Street, and the " Shugarey," in Sugarhouse 
Lane, erected 1782, and still standing. We 
get Messrs. Young & Co.'s 'lannery, which 
gave the name to the adjoining thoroughfare, 
Tannery Street, changed in 1830 to George 
Street. Berrybank, the cottage now occupied 
as the Home for Children, was then the home 
of Bishop Skinner, son of the author of 
*' Tullochgorum. " Seventeen years afterwards, 
the aged poet and historian himself came to re- 
side with his son at Berrybank, but was only ten 
days there when he died. The map is full of 
interesting features of this kind, and is one of 
the most valuable of the older maps of the city. 
The map was (partly) reproduced in Rettie's 
"Aberdeen Fifty Years Ago," 1868. It was 
admirably reproduced (by W. & A. K. Johnston) 
lor the Corporation in 1902. In 1903 it was re- 
produced, on a small scale, for the St. Andrew's 
Society of Aberdeen, as showing ** the City of 
Aberdeen and Adjacent Country in the First 
Year of the Society's existence— 114 years ago." 
The reduction was made, it may be said, to the 
order and at the expense of Mr. G. G. Jenkins, 
C.E., then chairman of the Society. It is an 
attractive little reproduction, of which a copy 
was sold at 13s. at the sale of the late Mr. P. 
M. Cran's drawings 'and maps, in Mr. Milne's 
salerooms, in March of this year. 

G. M. Eraser. 

Public Library. 

♦ 

A ** Sham " Wedding at Keith. — The 
following mysterious entry occurs in the Keith 
Parish Register under date September 28, 1734 : 
— "Alexander Gordon and Elspet Bremner, both 
in this parish, were matrimonially contracted, 
consigned pledges, proclaimed, and a sham 
wedding held Octol3er 21st by the bridegroom." 

Etymology of "Bulwark" as a Place 
Name.— Reading the novel called "John 
Splendid " has suggested the etymology of this 
name, which I had hitherto vainly tried to find. 
There is a Bulwark in Deer, and another in 
King- Ed ward. It must be buaile mhart^ Gaelic 
for " fold of cows," meaning a place where the 
cows of a small community were penned at mid- 
day for resting and milking. The final letter of 
buaile is frequently omitted. There was once 
a Bool Road in Aberdeen, now Albion Street, 
the road to the cowfold, on the Links. There is 
also a Bool Road, with the same meaning, in 
Tarves, and there is Bual Gorm in Abernethy. 
Usually " mh" in Gaelic is sounded " v," some- 
times like " w," and sometimes it is silent. 

John Milne. 
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.THE AUU KIRK O' TURRA'S TES'MENT 



{2ndS,, VI., 183. 

This poem was written by Hugh Allan, tailor 
in Cuminestown, early in the nineteenth century, 
and copies used to be common in that district. 
I have two copies now before me, and one of 
them is practically the same as the one now 
printed ; the other is shorter, and belongs to a 
different type, but both have evidently come 
from the same original composition. A good 
many years ago some copies were thrown off at 
the Banffshire Journal Office, and some printed 
in Aberdeen about 1863. copies are in 

manuscript, and I have had them for fifty years: 
the great blemish in all the copies is the well- 
meant endeavour to improve the Buchan verna- 
cular by anglicizing it. 

Cosie^s Knowe is now Hallhill, and the Currle 
Howe below it may have been a quarry. The 
Mitchell monument is prominent on the north 
wall of the kirkyard. The author's Churchman- 
ship comes out in stanzas 15, 16, and 42 with 
the application of the Lerinensian rule quod 
semper ubique et ab omnibus. The Buchan 
Dame was Marjory or Margaret, Countess of 
Buchan, and daughter of Fergus, Earl of Buchan, 
who was succeeded in the earldom by William 
Cummin, her husband. The boundaries of her 
grant of lands to the Church of Turriff are not 
quite clear, even with the charter before us. 
The 35th year of King George III. was 1794, 
the year when the new church was built : the 
aul* folks knew quite well the difference between 
the founding the church and consecrating it, as 
for the latter they had a stately ceremonial. 
The AuF Chapel stood at the Craigy Mire, and 
the minister in Hugh Allan's time was probably 
Mr. Alexander Cruickshank, but this assign- 
ment of the Bible is perhaps a mild controversial 
hit on behalf of the AuP Chapel and the Episco- 
palians. 

The few following new readings may illustrate 
your text, as the stanzas are numbered : — 

St. I read e*en tnurd'rers 
St 2 read snaw-flakes 
St. 4 read That I gaed out 

St. 5 read Cosie*s Knowe An* cotnin* the Currle 

Howe The riggirC 
St. 6 read My knees began to tine the hen steed up 
St 7 read Fan I was near the Brig o' fiell sain 

Paternoster widna 
St 8 read ha'Jlins Tammas Mitchel's 
St. 9 read Latch o' Cook Shone oUr Fa saw I 

stanih" V the jook 
St 10 le^d guides 
St II read twa horn'd nives 
St 12 read peculiarity might 



St. 14 read testment steek her een 
St 15 read ca's ben Ane jfohnnie An Testi- 
mony 

St. 17 read Quoth quean shriven sacken 

St 18 read muckle bink Their penance But 

lat's see fat we cam^ here for 
St. ig read And after that a langj lang moan. 

And sighed and said, Ochon, Ochon J 

auV frien' John 
St 21 read IVs ^scapet me 

St 22 read Was honesty simple ae-faul truth Then 

wasna Durst show his head 
St. 23 read Gloire att' Paternoster 
St. 24 read you canH eschew And do as you 
St 25 read Sovereigne teem-han'ed 
St 26 read A Buchan dame o* Cummin hight 

Knockie-hurn Cowan's howe 
St 27 read trinket shop 

(And furnished wares for ilka fop 

That liked to tak' them ; 
For money pardoned sins to folk, 

And saints wad mak' them). 
St. 28 read An^ now I grew Images^ O shame 
St 30 read And now some fouk began doctrine 

did judge My head from notions 
St. 31 read sometimes factions 
St. 32 read elders 
St. 33 read taught 
St 34 read ran out 
St. 37 read I drede to dee for*t a* 
St 38 read prayer And then I got a consecration 

Hence, thd* I changed my profession 
They stack by me 
St 39 read An\ Bother, haith that ye want 

Are nae 

St 40 read Or proud may -he share 
St. 41 read Free feu the foul 
St. 43 read a cockie crawin' drawin* Aurora's 
blawin* Phoebus' clearings lawin' 
WV Luekie German 

St. 45 read Craigy 
St. 46 read ae fish 

In stanza 1 1 the kortCd nive is the hand closed 
firmly, and having the thumb setup atfull length : 
two of these on end measured the beard. 
Another stanza has been omitted : — 
My prelates, ane or twa, grew great, 
Min't only high things o' the State ; 
An' so ye saw fat was their fate : 

Were a turned out 
By men, were neither good nor great, 
A lawless rout. 

* James Gammack, LL.D. 

West Hartford, Conn., 
June 22, 1905. 



These verses were well known at one time in 
the Turriff district as "The Kirk o' Turra's 
Tes'ment." The writer was Hugh Allan, of 
whom I can tell nothing beyond the fact that he 
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had two uncles, John and Alexander Allan, 
active clergymen of the Episcopal Church in 
Edinburgh in the latter half of the eighteenth 
century, and two brothers, I believe, both hold- 
ing livings in England. Members of the family 
were in the Turriff and Cuminestown district at a 
later period, and may be there still. It is there 
that information is likely to be found. 

I have a sort of recollection that the verses 
were printed in the Banffshire Journal^ or as a 
supplement to that journal, in, say, 1860-70— 
most probably with some notes and comments. 

The mispnnts are numerous; mainly errors 
of transcription— " sack in gown " for 
"sacken gown," the well-known sackcloth of 
transgressors. 

There were two Presbyterian ministers of 
Turriff, father and son, of the name of Mitchell, 
both memorable in their way. The father, 
Thomas, was" fleycd " on the occasion of the Trot 
of Turriff, when some Royalists fired off their 
muskets in the kirk, where he bad taken refuge 
among the timbers of the roof, and his horse 
was requisitioned on a later occasion. The son, 
Arthur, succeeded his father in 1649, joined the 
Protester party, and was deposed by the Re- 
monstrants. He was again and effectually 
deposed in 1661, but sur\'ived to reclaim the 
livmg in 1690, as one of the Presbyterian minis- 
ters who had been deprived of their livings at 
the Restoration. He was the only one in this 
position in the Synod of Aberdeen. He survived 
till 1695. G. S. 
♦ 

A Real Gushetneuk.— Admirers of Dr. 
Alexander's little masterpiece may be interested 
to know that on the estate of Ardoyne, Oyne, 
the shop and croft at Gushetneuk have just been 
let at an advance on the old rent of about 50 
per cent, to Mr. David Glass, Urquhart Road, 
Aberdeen. Mr. James Ross, the outgoing 
tenant, who has carried on a grocery store and 
news agency for the last 35 years, is retiring 
from business, being the oldest tenant on that 
estate, without change of residence for 60 years. 
The Huntly Express says that his great-great- 
grandfather, Alexander Ross, about the year 
1690 leased the small holding of Hillocks, in the 
parish of Premnay, now known as Beechvoft, 
the property of Mr. G. R. Russell, merchant, 
Insch. His great-grandfather, John Ross, who 
removed from Hillocks to the fine farm of 
Netherhall, in the same parish, was a follower 
of Prince Charlie at Culloden. His grandfather, 
James Ross, married Miss Milne of Buchan- 
stone, left the farm of Netherall and rented 
Little West Hall, in the same parish, where he 



brought under cultivation Drumtootie, now on 
the home farm of West Hall, and also the farm 
of Waterside, with the aid of the " twaP owsen 
ploo." He also enclosed the above holding with 
dykes, which stand to this day, though erected 
over a hundred years ago. 

A Motto for Genealogists.— In "Every-*' 
body's Secret," a three-act comedy by Robert 
Marshall and Louis N. Parke, adapted from 
Pierre Wolff's " Le Secret de Polichinelle," and 
produced at the Haymarket Theatre, March 14, 
1905, a little boy was made to say, " Perhaps it's 
more creditable to be an ancestor than a 
descendant." 



Cawdor Castle Traditions (ist S., XL, 
74).— The foundations of Cawdor Castle, near 
Nairn, are built round a hawthorn tree, and there 
is an ancient tradition to the effect that the dis- 
appearance of this tree will be a sign that due 
misfortunes will shortly overwhelm the £iimily. 
" Freshness to the hawthorn tree of Cawdor " 
is consequently the happiest form of felicitation 
to the Campbells of Cawdor. The tree must be 
about five hundred years old, according to the 
most moderate computation. 

Robert Murdoch. 



RE.STORAT10N OF Yarrow Parish Church. 
— A movement has been begun under the leader- 
ship of Rev. R. Borland, its minister, for the 
restoration of the Parish Church of Yarrow. It 
was built in 1640. The walls are still sound and 
good, but the interior is in urgent need of repair. 
In 1852 the whole parish of Kirkhope was taken 
out of Yarrow, and the population of Yarrow 
was thus reduced by about one-half. It was 
consequently found necessary to partition off a 
considerable part of the church, both in the area 
and galleries. These partitions are unsightly, 
and the galleries have now become unsafe 
through natural decay. It is, therefore, proposed 
to clear out the galleries, open up the area to its 
full extent, reseat the whole church, introduce 
new heating apparatus, and, if sufficient funds 
can be raised, build an apse on the south wall 
behind the present pulpit. These repairs and 
alterations are estimated to cost £\poo. Sir 
Walter Scott's great-grandfather was minister of 
Yarrow for nineteen years, and Scott himself 
when in Ashiesteel, then in the parish of Yarrow, 
was wont " to worship at the shrine of his 
ancestor." James Hogg, the Ettrick Shepherd, 
and Willie Laidlaw, Scott's amanuensis, were 
also members of the church. — Evening Express^ 
29th June, 1905. 
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* John Harvey, M.A. — I have a copy of the 
" Life of King Robert Bruce," a heroic poem in 
three books, published in 1729 at Edinburgh 
(seven years after Hamilton of Gilbertfield's 
version of Blind Harry's " Wallace ")» and re- 
printed at Peterhead in 1842 by Robert King. 
Dr. Irving, in his " History of Scottish Poetry 
(1861), states that Harvey was a schoolmaster 
in Edinburgh, and died there, date not speci- 
fied ; but I am doubtful, as Irving was a South 
country man, and therefore not conversant with 
the literary annals of the North. Harvey writes 
eulogistically of the Keiths, Earls Marischal, 
and of King's College, Old Aberdeen, in this 
strain : — 

" Oh, much-loved seat 1 nurse of my tender days, 
Accept this humble tribute of my lays ; 
So may each art and science grace thy halls, 
And wealth and splendour still adorn thy walls. 
May every muse and every grace be thine, 
As love and gratitude shall still be mine. 
Thy duteous sons shall sing thy glories round, 
And Dona's banks repeat the pleasing sound." 

Perhaps Mr. P. J. Anderson can give the date 
when Harvey obtained his degree. I observe 
in the Kintore Churchyard there is a stone to 
Alexander Harve;^ which commemorates his 
son, John Harvey, for 57 years schoolmaster at 
Midmar, who died 9th February, 1767, aged 77. 
I conjecture that this may be the poet, and if so, 
that he must have enjoyed for the last ten years 
of his life the friendship of the poetical parson 
of Midmar, Rev. John Ogilvie, whose tombstone 
I observed in St. Nicholas Churchyard, Aber- 
deen, during a recent visit. Is there any tradi- 
tion in Midmar concerning the dominie, Harvey, 
and poetical pursuits ? Alba. 
Melbourne. 



Jane Maxwell's Daughters.— The Parish 
Register of Bellie contains the following 
entries : — 

His Grace Alexander, Duke of Gordon, by her 
Grace Jean, Duchess of Gordon, had a [lawful] 
daughter, Charlotte [afterwards Duchess of Rich- 
mond], bom September 20, 1768, and baptised October 
23, 1768. Witnesses— Mr. John Fordyce of [ Ayton ?], 
Mr. William Maxwell, and Magdalen Blair (Lady 
Maxwell). [It may be noted that October 23, the 
day when she was baptised, was the first anniversary 
of her parents' marriage.] 

His Grace the Duke of Gordon by her Grace Jean, 
Duchess of Gordon, had a [lawful] daughter, Susan 
[afterwards Duchess ot Manchester], born at Gordon 
Castle on February 2, 1773, and baptised on Feb- 
ruary 8 of said month. Witnesses— Sir William 
Maxwell of Monreath [the Duchess's brother], Cap- 
Maxwell, and Miss Hope Grant. 

J. M. B. 



The Scottish Hunting Costume of 1616. 
— Those of our readers who are not fortunate 
possessors of a copy of John Taylor, the Water 
Poet's Works (i 580-1653) will find in the " Penni- 
less Pilgrimage " a description of the Scottish 
hunting costume of that period : — " Once in the 
year, which is the whole month of August, and 
sometimes part of September, many of the 
nobility and gentry of the kingdom, for their 
pleasure, do come into these Highland countries 
to hunt, where they do conform themselves to 
the habit of the Highland men, who for the 
most part speak nothing but Irish ; and in former 
time were those people which were called the 
Red-Shanks. Their habit is shoes with but one 
sole apiece ; stocking, which they call short hose, 
made of a warm stuff of divers colours, which they 
call tartan ; as for breeches, many of them, 
nor their forefathers, never wore any, but a 
jerkin of the same stuff that their hose is of, their 
garters being bands or wreaths of hay or straw, 
with a plaid about their shoulders, which is a 
mantle of divers colours, of much finer and 
lighter stuff than their hose ; with blue, flat caps 
on their heads ; a handkerchief knit with two 
knots about their neck ; and thus they are 
attired. Now their weapons are long bows and 
forked arrows, swords, and targets, harquebusses, 
muskets, dirks, and Lochaber axes. With these 
arms I found many of them armed for the hunt- 
ing. As for their attire, any man of what degree 
soever that comes amongst them must not disdain 
to wear it, for if they do they will disdain to 
hunt, or willingly bnng in their dogs ; but if 
men be kind unto them, and be in their habit, 
then are they conquered with kindness, and the 
sport will be plentiful." R. M. 



The Heir Male of the Lords Forbes of 
Pitsligo. — The reference to this subject by 
" H. D. ^VcW." on page 188 of your June issue 
is interesting, and perhaps the followmg extract 
from a letter written by a descendant of Arthur 
Forbes on 30th March, 1805, may throw some 
light on the point at issue : — "Arthur (Forbes) 
settled on the Earl of Huntley's estate at a place 
called Keithack of Achindoun, in the parish of 
Mortlach, in the county of Banff, where his 
descendants still reside in easy and creditable 
circumstances. Arthur had only one son, John, 
who married a daughter of David Stuart of Ash- 
more (sic), in the same parish, and who was 
niece to the wife of Alexander Duff of Keith- 
more (the next farm to Keithack), the great- 
grandfather of the present Earl of Fife.'' This 
Alexander Duff was born 1623, and died after 
1677. His wife was Helen Grant, daughter of 
Archibald Grant of Ballintomb. 

W. L. F. 
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John Maclean, the Inverness Centen- 
arian, AND HIS Son, Finlay Maclean.— In 
his sketches of the " Notable Men of Argyle- 
shire" in S. N. and Q. for June and July (2nd S., 
VI., 180 ; VII., 4), Mr. W. B. R. Wilson men- 
tions these two persons as belonging to the 
family of Maclean of Dochgarroch (not Doch«tf- 
garroch, near Inverness. If they were really of 
this family, their connection with Argyleshire 
was of a very remote description, as the Mac- 
leans of Dochgarroch were located in Inverness- 
shire from early in the 15th century down to 
1832. But is there any ground, other than the 
fact of their belonging to Inverness, for sup- 
posing them to spring from the Macleans of 
Dochgarroch, or Clan Thearlich ? The father 
of the elder Maclean was Sweden or Sueton 
Maclean, a " messenger" in Inverness, who died 
in 1754, and no " Sweden " appears among the 
names borne by the Dochgarroch family, whose 
genealogy is fairly complete from 1600 down- 
wards. It is possible, of course, that the cen- 
tenarian was descended from some junior branch, 
and, if Mr. Wilson has any information support- 
ing such a view, he will oblige others besides me 
by communicating it. My interest in the matter 
is due to the connection of the Dochgarroch 
Macleans with the Clan Chattan confederacy, of 
which in the days of clanship they were one of 
the component tribes, and I may, perhaps, be 
allowed to mention that I have for some time 
past been engaged in compiling genealogies of 
the various tribes and familes of that confederacy, 
among which I hope to be able soon to deal with 
the Clan Thearlich. 

I possess copies of the " Historical and Tradi- 
tional Sketches of Highland Families,*' and 
published at Dingwall in 1848, and of the 
" Reminiscences " as reprinted at Inverness in 
1 886. The title page of the former states that 
the book is by John Maclean, the Inverness 
Centenarian, but the contents seem to show his 
" recollections " were subjected to very consider- 
able " editing " by his son, and the reader cannot 
but feel that if the old man had been allowed to 
give a "plain, unvarnished tale" in his own 
words, the book might have had some value, 
although its history and chronology are both 
faulty, as is usual in books of this class. The 
same remarks apply to the " Reminiscences." 
Both books arc spoiled by the arts of the 
" penny-a-liner," and the first of the " Sketches," 
that relating to the Mackintoshes of Borlum, is 
for the most part so absurdly overdrawn and in- 
correct as to be not only worthless, but almost 
libellous, on a famil>r once of importance, and, 
as a rule, not more wicked than its neighbours. 
Nairn. A. M. M 



Gordons in France.— Mrs. Walker, 3 Grey- 
coat Gardens, Westminster, a descendant of the 
Culvennan Gordons, and an absorbed enthusi- 
ast on the genealogy of the southern Gordons, 
possesses a letter on this subject. It was written 
August 7, 1756, by a John Gordon to " my lord" 
— apparently Lord Kenmure, and rapidly sum- 
marises the Gordons who had settled in France. 

Gordon de MirabelUj who came across as engineer 
with Prince Charlie's army, " pretends to be come of 
the Gordons in Queray." 

Gordon ** o/" Frankair, in Normandie, is certainly 
from tlje family of Huntly." 

Gordon de Eglisurre has an estate on the confines 
of Alsace. ** He is said to have certainly come from 
Scotland about 200 years ago, but can give no satis- 
factory account " of his family. 

This is apparently the same family as received 
a letter of recognition from the Duke of Gordon 
in 1722. The letter was printed in the Aberdeen 
Free Press, Sept. 15, 1887. J. M. B. 



MicHiE's MS. History of the Gordons. 
— It is clear that the late Rev. J. G. Michie, 
minister of Dinnet, was one of the many genea- 
logists who have tried their best at a history of 
the Gordons I have had the opportunity of 
examining. It is written in an " exercise " book 
(7i inches by 5 inches), and is entitled " History 
of the House of Gordon, Vol. II." Mr. Michie 
has added beneath in pencil the words " Lord 
Huntly has Vol. I." He followed the well-worn, 
and, as I think, futile, plan of beginning at the 
rise of the family and going on to the ennobled 
northern line of the Earls of Huntly. The first 
volume seems to have been taken up with the 
early history, for he opens with the words — 
"We have now traced the fortunes of the 
Gordon family through nearly two centuries " : 
and then begins with Elizabeth Gordon, who 
married Alexander Seton, and comes down to 
the year 1474. The volume contains nothing 
new. J. M. B. 

if 

605. Lanark Larimer Day.— -This was cele- 
brated on the 8th of June this year (see ScoHman of 
gth June). What is it in commemoration of? 

Robert Murdoch. 

606. Lady Gordon's Portrait by Downman. — 
A portrait of Lady Gordon by J. Downman, in pink 
and white dress, with large head-dress, powdered 
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hair, seated before a spinette (oval, 14} inches by 10 
inches, 1786), was sold at Christie's on June 17, 
1905, for 260 guineas to Hodgkins. Who was this 
Lady Gordon ? The auctioneers tell me they don't 
know. J. M. B. 

607. Lord Esher's Forbes Ancestry. — Burke 
goes on repeating the story that Joseph George 
Brett, of Grove House, Old Brompton (1760-1845), 
married Isabella Marie Christiana, daughter of 
George Forbes of Newe, Aberdeenshire (son of 
Nathaniel Forbes and Isobel Stuart of Drumnin." 
Mr. Forbes, in the ** Family of Forbes of Forbes- 
field'* (p. 11), says that William Forbes of Newe 
married second Isobel, daughter of Thomas Stuart 
of Drumnin, but he gives no such son as George. 
Is Burke wrong ? B. 

608. The Burnetts and the de Ruvigny 
Family. — Alexander Burnett is said to have had a 
niece or a daughter who married Andrew Smith (son 
of James Smith of Balgonie), who was bom in 1783, 
and died before 183 1. His wife died about i8ig or 
1820 in the West Indies, where her husband was a 
merchant. They had a daughter, 

Mary Hunter Smith (1819-79), who married in 
1837 George Moodie, of Dunbog, Fife 
(1799-188 ). They had 

Margaret Melville Moodie (born 1845), 
who married Charles Henry Bruce 
di Massue de Ruvigny, 8th Mar- 
quis de Ruvigny and Raineval, 
colonel in the British army, who 
died 1883, leaving two sons, the 
elder of whom is 

Melville Amadeus Henry 
Douglas Heddle de La 
Caillemote de Massue de 
Ruvigny, 9th Marquis de 
Ruvigny. He has coin- 
piled several valuable 
genealogical books. He 
was born in 1868. 
The present Marquis tells me he has a mourning 
ring with the inscription, Alexander Burnett, died 
19th April, 1787, aged 43." Alexander Burnett of 
Caskieben died there April, 19, 1787, but the Mar- 
quis says he " has not been able to find anything 
more about this family.'' What is known of this 
Burnett ? I may say that the Massue family claim 
descent from Gillcs, younger son of Hugh VI. dit 
de Massue, and le Diable, Seigneur de Lusignan, 
and Count of La Marche, who was killed in the 
Holy Land in 1102. The first connection of the 
Ruvignys with England was in 1634, when Thomas 
Wriothesley, Earl of Southampton, married Rachel 
de Ruvigny, daughter of Daniel de Massue, Baron 
de Ruvigny. This lady*s brother, Henry, 1st Mar- 
quis de Ruvi^y, was the head of the Huguenots. 
In 1685, on the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, 
he settled in England. His eldest son was created 
Earl of Galway ; the second was killed at the battle 
of the Boyne. The Earl died without issue in 1720, 



when his British honours became extinct, while his 
hereditary honours went to his nephew, Peter David, 

J. M. B. 

609. Gordianus and Gordians of Rome.— It is 
perhaps not generally known that these names 
occur in pages 167-194 of Vol. I. of Edward Gibbon's 
** History of the Dechne and Fall of the Roman Em- 
pire " (Methven Standard Library). For instance, 
on page 177 we read — " The birth and noble 
alliances of the Gordians had intimately connected 
them with the most illustrious houses of Rome. 
Their fortune had created many dependants in that 
assembly, and their merit had acquired many 
friends. The younger Gordian is declared Caesar 
(page 181). The third Gordian remains Emperor of 
Rome (page 189). Can these Gordians be the 
ancestors of the Gordons now so numerous, or do 
they merely represent the forerunners of the Conti- 
nental section ? Robert Murdoch. 

610. John Stewart in Abergairn, Murdered 
BY Callum '* Contach " M*Grkgor, 1747 — Is any- 
thing known of his ancestry, or the fate of his sons ? 

J. K. S. 

6X1. Stewarts in Glengairn. — Can any in- 
formation be given as to the families of this name in 
Glengairn about 140 years ago, and their probable 
origin ? J. K. S. 

612. The Real Mackay. — In the strange form 
Y MACKAY, the first letter no doubt stands for 
the Anglo-Saxon letter P = th, as in the common^ 
form Y^ ; and, though the small e is omitted, the 
name must mean The Mackay, the Chief of the Clan 
Mackay. But who is the person referred to in the 
colloquial phrase " The Real Mackay ? " 

John Milne, LL.D. 

613. Pamphlet Wanted.— Alexander Campbell, 
Achadanadure, parish of Kilchattan, Nether-Lorn, 
Argyleshire, commonly called the ** Luing Cove- 
nanter,'* published about the year 1820 a pamphlet 
entitled ** My Dying Testimony," or the " Dying 
Testimony " of Alexander Campbell. I am very de- 
sirous of seeing this book, or of learning something 
about it, and shall be glad if any of your readers can 
give any information on the subject. 

Iain MacDougall. 

♦ 

answers- 

467. Allan Glen (2nd S., VI., 45, 192).— 
Materials for a biography of Allan Glen do not 
appear to be now in existence. The few lines in the 
Glasgow and Wat of Scotland Technical College 
Calendar comprise almost all that is known concern- 
ing him. As there stated, he was a wright in Glas- 
gow, who, by his will dated 1847-48, directed his 
trustees to establish a school, which they did in 
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1 853) the school being called ** Allan Glen's Institu- 
tion." Its powers and duties were revised and 
extended under an Act of 1876. Through the kind- 
ness of the librarian of the Mitchell Library, Glasgow, 
I am able to supplement the above statement with 
the following brief notes, which, I trust, may be of 
use to your correspondent ** Alba." In the Glasgow 
Directory tor i8i6, Allan Glen, joiner, is saiUl to 
have resided at 48 John Street. In the Directory for 
1 818 his residence is given as 14 North Frederick 
Street. This latter address becomes 63 North 
Frederick Street in the Directory for 1828-29, and so 
continues for several years, appearing, however, in 
1847-48 as 67 North Frederick Street, possibly 
through some municipal regulation affecting ih6 
numbering of houses. The Directory for 1849-50 
(published 1850) gives his address as 67 North 
Frederick Street, but in 1850-51 his address disap- 
pears from the list of householders, from NVhlgh it 
may be inferred that he had died in the interval. 
Probably the date of his death was 1850. This is 
partially confirmed by an entry in the Register of 
Testaments^ dated June 12, 1851, where ** Allan 
Smith, Renfrew, once sawyer, Glasgow," is named 
'•heir general to his uncle, Allan Glen, wright, 
Glasgow." (Date of recording, June 21, 1851.) 
These are the only details I have as yet been able to 
gather. It is very extraordinary that so little should 
be known of a man to whose liberality Glasgow has 
been largely indebted, the free capital of whose gift 
to the city amounted (exclusive of school buildings) 
in 1883 to the sum of ;£'23,ooo. It is possible — ^but 
this is merely conjecture on my part — that he tvas 
descended from an Allan Glen who, in the beginning 
of the 1 8th century, was a teacher of considerable 
distinction in Paisley. The original school or insti- 
tution bearing his name stood at the corner of 
Cathedral Street and Hanover Street, just above 
George Street. S. W. 

530. An Old Seal op Aberdeen (2nd S., VI., 
109). — We subjoin a reproduction of this seal, which 
the querist, Mr. Edward F. Herdman, has kinflly 
sent us for that purpose. Perhaps some one may 
be able to throw some light on the subject.— Ed. 




603.— The Brooch of Lorne (2nd S., VI., 78. 
95, III.; VII., 13).— Perhaps it should be recorded 
that the answer printed at 2nd S., VI., 95, is, with 
the exception of the opening para^aph and the 
three closing sentences, taken verbatim from ** The 
Book of the Bishop's Castle" (pp. 39-41), the hand- 
book issued in connection with the archxological 
collection shown at the Glasgow Exhibition, 1888. 
The transcript is not literatim^ for a number of mis- 
prints occur in the proper names. No indication is 
given in the catalogue as to how the statements 
made were obtained, and it would be rash to con- 
clude that the narrative was in any way authenti- 
cated by the lender of the brooch. Colonel C. A. 
McDougall. It would be equally rash to cite the 
** Book " as an authority, for the prefatory note, 
while stating that the committee were on the whole 
satisfied with the genuineness of the articles ex- 
hibited, entered the caveat — ** In very many cases 
the descriptions and attributions of the owners of 
objects have, of necessity, been accepted without 
question and without investigation." 

Evan Odd. 



Correction. — 2nd S., VI., 191, second 
column, line iS^for Carndalvey, read Camdal- 
veg. 

— 
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Rev. Patrick Gordon, the Geographer. 
— rSome interesting notes on this obscure indi- 
vidual are given in the Rev. George Keith's 
"Journal of Travels" (1706), and in the Rev. 
Ernest Hawkins' "Historical Notices of the 



Missions of the Church of England in the North 
American Colonies" (1845). Keith says that he 
and Gordon sailed from Cowes on board H.M.S. 
Centurion, April 28, 1702. Hawkins gives the 
date as April 24. They had as fellow-passengers 
Col. Dudley, Governor of New England ; 
Col. Powie, Deputy-Governor ; and Col. Morris, 
Governor of New Jersey. Keith says in a letter 
written the day after their arrival in Boston, 
which took place on June 11, that "Colonel 
Dudley was so civil and kind to Mr. Gordon 
and me^that he caused us both to eat at his 
table all the voyage. Col. Morris was also very 
civil and kind to us both, as also the captain of 
the ship, and all the crew on board ; and good 
order was kept." Gordon also wrote home at 
the same time in like favourable terms of the 
appointment to the mission of Rev. John Tal- 
bot, chaplain on the vessel. He characterised 
him " as a person of very good parts." The 
Rev. Samuel Miles and the Rev. Christopher 
Bridge, both ministers of the Church of Eng- 
land congregation at Boston, entertained 
Gordon and Keith during their stay in Boston. 
Hawkins notes that, " in recommending a 
brother missionary, Mr. Gordon was jun wittingly 
providing a successor to himselC His own 
career of usefulness was closed almost as soon 
as it began. Governor Morris, in a letter to 
Archdeacon (afterwards Bishop) Beveridge, 
gives the following account of his last days, and 
of the favourable impression which he had 
created : *Mr. Gordon's abilities, sobriety, and 
prudence, which gained him the good opinion 
of everybody acquainted with him, both of the 
Church and among the Dissenters, gave me great 
hopes I should be able to transmit your rever- 
ence an account of the great progress he had 
made in his mission ; but God, who disposes all 
things wisely and best, was pleased to take him 
away just as he was entering upon his charge. 
He went from New York with design to preach 
in his parish (at the invitation of some of the 
best men in it), took sick the day before he de- 
signed to preach, and so continued till his 
death, which was in about eight days after.' " 

J. M. B. 
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NOTABLE MEN AND WOMEN OF 
ARGYLESHIRE. 

(Continued from Vol, VII., snd S., page 22,) 

352. Maclean, Sir John, 4TH Baronet : 
Bom at Dowart Castle, Mull, he was for a con- 
siderable time a minor, during which period 
the grasping greed of the Campbells, who had ' 
bond over the lands of Dowart, led to great strife 
and bitterness between the Argyll family and 
the Clan Lean. After the Revolution of 1688, a 
party of Macleans under their chief, Sir John, 
on their way to join Viscount Dundee, were sur- 
prised in Strathspey by a party of Mackay's 
dragoons, when they threw away their plaids 
and formed on an adjoining hill. In the skirmish 
that ensued they sustained a loss of 80 or 100 
men. At the battle of Killiecrankie, Sir John 
Maclean, with his regiment, was placed on 
Dundee's right, and among his troops on th« 
left was a battalion under Sir Alexander Maclean. 
The Macleans were among the Highlanders sur- 
prised and defeated at Cromdale in 1690. The 
following day a party of Macleans and Camerons, 
who had in the flight separated from their com- 
panions-in-arms, crossed the Spey, but were 
overtaken and dispersed on the moor of Granish, 
near Aviemore. Subsequently the Earl of 
Argyll invaded Mull with 1900 foot and 60 
drakfoons. When the inhabitants took the oath 
of allegiance to the Government, and delivered 
up their arms. Sir John himself, with a few 
of his friends, took refuge in the fort of Carne- 
burgh, one of the Treshnish isles, where a party 
of Macleans during the civil wars had held out 
for some time against Cromwell's forces. In the 
Rebellion of 171 5 ^e Macleans ranged them- 
selves under the standard of the Earl of Mar, 
and were present at the battle of Sheriffmuir. 
For his share of this insurrection Sir John Mac- 
clean was forfeited, but the estates were after- 
wards restored to the family. He was bom in 
1670, and died in 1716. 

353. Maclean, John Moir, of Lochbuy : 
This Highland chieftain, according to a history 
of the family, was so expert a fencer that he 
fought on a stage at Edinburgh before King 
James VI. and his Court, and killed a famous 
Italian swordsman who had challenged all Scot- 
land. 

354. Maclean, John Abrach : Head of 
the Coll branch of the family in 1493. From 
this youth was taken by his successors the 
patronymic appellation of Maclean Abrach, by 
which the lairds of Coll were ever after distin- 



guished. The tradition concerning this heir of 
Coll is thus related by Dr. Johnson in his " Tour 
to the Hebrides": "Very near the house of 
Maclean stands the Castle of Coll, which was 
the mansion of the laird till the house was built. 
On the wall not long ago was a stone with an 
inscription importing that 'if any man of the 
Clan Maclonich shall appear before this castle, 
though he come at midnight with a man's head 
in his hand, he shall there find safety and pro- 
tection from all but the King.' This is an old 
Highland treaty made upon a memorable occa- 
sion. Maclean, the son of John Garbh, who 
recovered Coll and conquered Barra, had ob- 
tained, it is said, from James II. a grant of the 
lands of Lochiel, forfeited, I suppose, for some 
offence against the State. Forfeited estates 
were not in these days quietly resigned. Mac- 
clean, therefore, went with an armed force to 
seize his new possessions, and — I know not for 
what reason — took his wife with him. The 
Camerons rose in defence of their chief, and a 
battle was fought at the head of Loch Ness, near 
the place where Fort-Augustus now stands, in 
which Lochiel obtained the victory, and Maclean 
was defeated and slain. The lady fell into the 
hands of the conquerors, and, being found preg- 
nant, was placed in the custody of Maclonich, 
one of a tribe or family branched from Cameron, 
with orders, if she brought a boy to destroy him, 
if a girl to spare her. Maclonich's wife, who 
was with child also, had a girl about the same 
time as Lady Maclean brought a boy, and Mac- 
lonich, with more generosity to his captive than 
fidelity to his trust, contrived that the children 
should be changed. Maclean, being thus pre- 
served from death, in time recovered his property, 
and, in gratitude to his friend, made his castle a 
place of refuge to any of the clan that should 
think himself in danger; and, as a proof of re- 
ciprocal confidence, Maclean took upon himself 
and his posterity the care of educating the heir 
of Maclonich. This story, like all other traditions 
of the Highlands, is variously told ; but though 
some circumstances are uncertain, the principal 
fact is true. Maclean undoubtedly owed his 
preservation to Maclonich, for the treaty between 
the two families has been strictly observed. It 
did not sink into oblivion, but continued in its 
full force while the chieftains retained their 
power. The power of protection subsists no 
longer, but what the law permits is yet continued, 
and Maclean of Coll now educates the heir of 
Maclonich." 

355. Maclean, John J. : Adventurer, etc 
Born 1848 at Kirkham, Lancashire, he was the 
son of an emigrant from the north of Ireland. 
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When seventeen years old, Maclean emigrated 
to America. Here he studied at St John's 
College, Annapolis, graduated in law, and prac- 
tised for two years in Washington. He subse- 
quently volunteered and was accepted for service 
in Alaska. While there he compiled a Chinook 
and English vocabulary. 

356. Maclean, John Paterson : Bom 1 848 
in Ohio, he was educated at Lebanon, in that State, 
and in New York. He also took a course in 
medicine. In 1875 he published "A Manual 
of the Antiquities of Man," and has followed it 
up with other similar works. 

357. Maclean, John, D.D. : Church of 
Scotland Divine. Bom in Tiree, he studied at 
Glasgow University, where he graduated M.A., 
B.D., with distinction. He was ordained to the 
charge of Kilchoman in 1867, and translated to 
St. Columba's, Glasgow, in 1889. He is one of 
the translators of the new edition of the Gaelic 
Bible, and a noted Hebrew scholar. 

358. Maclean, Major-General John 
Hector Norman : Second son of Maclean, 
15th of Coll. He was born in 1829, entered the 
army in 1846, became lieutenant 1849, captain 
1859, major 1866, lieutenant-colonel 1872, 
colonel 1877, and major-general 1880. During 
the Indian Mutiny he commanded the ist 
Madras Cavalry. He retired from the army, 
and died at Brighton in 1882. He married a 
daughter of R. Roe, Esq., and had issue. 

359. Maclean, Joseph (Sir), K.C.H. : 
Lieutenant-General. A scion of the Ardgour 
family. He entered the Military Academy, 
Woolwich, 1779, and was appointed lieutenant 
1 78 1, captain 1794, and served as general's 
aide-de-camp on the expedition to the Helder. 
While on duty in Ireland in 1800 he was elected 
to the Irish Parliament. From 181 2 to 1821 he 
acted as Assistant Adjutant-General in Ireland, 
whence he was removed to Woolwich as chief 
firemaster to the Royal Laboratory. Major- 
general in 1835, he commanded the Artillery 
Corps in Ireland in 1832, but was removed in 
1834 to be Commander at the headquarters of 
the Royal Artillery, and received the honour of 
knighthood the same year. For over fifty years 
he was in active servfce, becoming lieutenant- 
general in 1838. His death took place at Wool- 
wich in 1 839. He had married in 1 797 Charlotte, 
daughter of General Congreve, by whom he had 
issue. 

360. Maclean, Lachlan : Highland Chief. 



Ancestor of the Macleans of Dowart. He was 
the son of John, who, from his descent from a 
chief Gillean, who fought at the battle of Largs, 
was known as Gilliemore Macilean, of the county 
of Perth. This Lachlan Lubanich is believed to 
be the elder son, while his brother Hector, the 
ancestor of the Lochbuy family, is thought to be 
the younger son. Lachlan married in 1366 
Margaret, the daughter of John, Lord of the 
Isles. Lachlan received extensive grants from 
his father-in-law, John, and his successor, Donald. 
Altogether his possessions consisted of the isles 
of Mull, Tiree, and Coll, with Morvern on the 
mainland, and the Clan Gillean became one of 
the most important and powerful of the vassal 
tribes of the Lord of the Isles. 

361. Maclean, Lachlan : Highland Chief. 
He was chief of Dowart in 1 502, and he and his 
kinsman, Maclean of Lochbuy, were among the 
leading men of the western islands with whom 
James IV. entered into correspondence for the 
purpose of breaking up the confederacy of the 
islanders, " rewarding them by presents in the 
shape either of money or grants of land, and 
securing their services in reducing to obedience 
such of their fellow-chieftains as proved contu- 
macious, or actually rose in rebellion." Never- 
theless, on the breaking out of the rebellion 
under Donald Dubh in 1503, they were both 
implicated in it. Lachlan Maclean was forfeited, 
along with Cameron of Lochiel. In 1 505, Mac- 
lean of Dowart abandoned the cause of Donald 
Dubh and submitted to the Government, and, 
followed as he was by the other island chiefs, 
the rebellion at once ceased. Lachlan Maclean 
of Dowart was slain at Flodden. 

362. Maclean, Lachlan : Highland Chief. 
Son of the above Lachlan. He was one of the 
chief supporters of Sir Donald Macdonald of 
Lochalsh, when in November, 1 513, he claimed 
the lordship of the Isles. He seized the Royal 
castle of Cameburgh, near Mull, and afterwards 
that of Dunskioch, in Sleat By the Earl of 
Argyll, however, he was prevailed upon, with 
several other inland chiefs, to submit to the 
Government, after having in 15 17, with Macleod 
of Dunvegan, made prisoners of Sir Donald's 
two brothers. In a petition to the Council on 
this occasion he demanded a free remission of 
all offences to himself, and certain of his kin, 
men-servants, and part-takers," whom he named. 
This request was granted on hostages being 
given of future obedience. From this time till 
1523 there was peace in the Isles ; but in that 
year an implacable feud broke out between the 
Macleans and the Campbells, arising out of the 
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action of the chief of the Clan Maclean of 
Dowart to his wife, Lady Elizabeth Campbell. 
For some offence taken against that lady, Mac- 
lean caused her to be exposed on a rock which 
was only visible at low water, intending that she 
should be swept away by the return of the tide. 
This rock lies between the island of Lismore 
and the coast of Mull, and is still known as the 
Lad/s Rock. From this perilous situation she 
was rescued by a boat accidentally passing, and 
conveyed to her brother's house. Her relations, 
though much exasperated against Maclean, 
smothered their resentment for a time, but only 
to break out afterwards with greater violence, 
for the laird of Dowart was surprised when in 
bed and assassinated by Sir John Calder, the 
lady's brother. This was the beginning of a 
long and bitter feud. 

363. Maclean, Lachlan : called Mor or 
Magnus, and justly so, for greatness of mind and 
body. He became chief of the Macleans in 
1578, while still a young man. He had been 
educated at Court, and had profited hy his ad- 
vantages, being of an active and energetic spirit, 
and possessed of superior talents, which had 
been improved by education ; but, unfortunately, 
he was naturally of a cruel and fierce temper of 
mind. His uncle, who had acted as tutor during 
his minority, had planned to oust him from the 
estate, but young Maclean, having discovered 
his design, had him apprehended, and, after 
confining him for some time in the castle of 
Dowart, he had him assassinated by means of 
his uncle, Eoin Dubh and Lachlan of Lochbuie's 
son. James VI. wished to marry young Mac- 
lean to the heiress of Athol, but Maclean fell in 
love with Margaret, daughter of the Earl of 
Glencairn, whom he married, and so lost Athol. 
Great clan feuds between the Macleans and the 
Macdonalds prevailed during the whole of this 
laird's time, and dreadful crimes were committed 
by both sides. Maclean of Dowart distinguished 
himself at the battle of Glenlivet in 1 594. Argyll 
losi that battle, but, says Mr. Gregory (" High- 
lands and Islands of Scotland," p. 259), "The 
conduct of Lachlan Maclean of Dowart, who 
was one of Argyll's officers in this action, would, 
if imitated by the other leaders, have converted 
the defeat into a victory. That chief acted the 
part of a brave and skilful soldier, keeping his 
men in their ranks, and employing with good 
effect all the advantages of his position. It was 
his division that inflicted the principal loss on 
the rebels, and at the close of the action he re- 
tired in good order with those under his com- 
mand." Four years later, in 1598, he was 
attacked and slain at the head of Loch Gruinard 



by Sir James Mac Donald. Archbishop Spots- 
wood gives him a splendid character, and 
Johnston, the poet, writes his epitaph thus : — 
" Luchlanus Maclanus Duartius excelsus prorsus 
animo et heroica corporis dignitate pariter et 
robore cum nobilissimis Heroum Veterum virtu- 
tis laudi comparandus ex insidiis per sororis suae 
filium indignissima morte peremptus est, Anno 
Christi 1598." 

" Heroum Veterum nova gloria, fama novorum, 
Fama Vetus, pariter gloria priscus, recens. 
Objice tela, neces et mille pericula rerum, 
Deficiunt citius tela, pericula, neces 
Quam Maclano animi, aut animans robora 

dextra * 
Pectora, pectoribus conciliive vigor 
Nusquam, heu ! tuta fides. Ferit impia dextra 

nepotis 

Heroem haec nullum secula ferre valent." 
Dollar. W. B. R. WiLSON. 

{To be continued^) 

★ 

Halley Family (2nd S., VI., 151).— The 
general index to DodsUys Annual Register 
(London, 1826) gives on p. 305 the following 
references to Dr. Edmond Halley : — 
iv., 120] 43. 

vii. , 69. 

viii. , 6] 23, 25. 
xi., 258]. 

xiv., 2]. 
xviii., 128]. 

XX., 25. 
xxviii., 58. 

... his life, ii., 283. 

As several of the above references are to the 
early volumes of the Annual Register (first pub- 
lished in 175S), it seems reasonable to believe 
that some vital records can thus be found of 
Dr. E. Halley's children or descendants, for he 
died in 1742. I desire to establish, by docu- 
mentary evidence if possible, the existence of a 
grand-daughter of Dr. E. Halley. (See Notes 
and Queries^ London, ninth series, xi., 205-6.) 
Other possible clues to the same purpose are to 
be found in ** Publications of the Harleian 
Society," vol. xlvi. (1900)— Musgrove's Obitu- 
ary," p. 123, where several authorities, inaccess- 
ible to me, are cited. They relate, presumably, 
to notices of Dr. E. Halley's death (1742), and 
might, therefore, mention all the survivmg mem- 
bers of his family, as is not infrequently done in 
such notices. Any information on this point 
will be gratefully received by 

Chicago, III. Eugene F. McPike. 
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A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF EDINBURGH 
PERIODICAL LITERATURE (V., 20, etc) 



(Continued from Vol. VI 2nd S.^ page 7,) 

[Supplementary.] j 

1838. The Edinburgh Monthly Democrat and Total 
Abstinence Advocate^ No. i, July 7, 1838; 16 pp., 
large 8vo, price 2d. monthly. Edinburgh : pub- 
lished, printed, and sold by John Fraser, 65 Princes 
Street 

The Democrat was begun in the interests of 
Chartism. 

" In the abeenoe of eTerythlng like a genuine Radical 
organ in Edinburgh, we have been induced to start our 
Mmuhly Dem oeral to record the progress of the agitation 
for UniverBal Suffrage ; to correct the misrepresenta* 
tions of the hostile press ; to defend the Radicals from 
the disgraceful attacks to which they are often exposed, 
and to unite and concentrate the energies they are now 
putting forth for the triumph of their principles. We 
know that a periodical appearing so seldom will afford 
but feeble aid in so great a cause ; nevertheless, feeble 
support is better than none." 

As the sub-title indicates, the vigorous advocacy of 
Chartism was united to a similar propaganda in 
favour of teetotalism. The first number contained 
a letter from W. Carnegie, Dunfermline, the father 
of the well-known Andrew Carnegie. No. 3 printed 
the "People's Charter" in full, and the venture 
won the favour of contemporary journals of similar 
aim. The famous Northern Star called John 
Fraser "one of the best Radicals in the empire, and 
and one of the best men in existence." 

The appearance of the fourth number (October 
I, 1838) was made contingent upon the publication 
of The True Scotsman, which Fraser and his con- 
frere Duncan projected immediately after the start 
of the Democrat, The True Scotsman was not 
ready till the middle of October, and No. 4 was 
duly sent out The total issue, therefore, was only 
four numbers. . 

1838. The True Scotsman. No. i, Saturday, Octo- 
ber 20, 1838 ; 4 pp. folio, six columns to the page, 
price 44d. weekly. Motto : — •* This is not the 
cause of faction, or of party, or of any individual, 
but the common interest of every man in Britain." 
— Junius. Edinburgh: printed for the proprietor, 
John Fraser, for and by himself, and published 
every Saturday morning at 6 North Bank Street 
(lately the North British Advertiser office). No. 
13 appeared with the same size of sheet, but in 8 
pp., at the increased price of 5d. This continued 
till No. 50. With the following issue (October 5, 
1839) the journal was reduced to its original size, 
the price being The office was at the same 

time transferred to 65 Princes Street. On De- 
cember 14, the price was again raised to 44d. 
The proprietor explained that this step was forced 
upon him through the competition of a paper 
started in Glasgow in the same interest, and 
through the influx of English newspapers. He 
had been losing at the rate of £^ weekly. On 



May 30, 1840, the imprint was changed to indicate 
that the journal was produced at " the printing 
establishment, Old Post OfBce Close, 221 High 
Street, and published at 82 South Bridge." This 
was the last alteration. 

The True Scotsman was started in the interests 
of Chartism. At the time there was only one 
organ of the kind in Scotland — the Ayrshire Ex- 
aminer. It began with a guaranteed circulation 
of 1,500, which, with the second issue, became 
almost 4,000. Elaborate preparations were made 
for its appearance, and everything was done to let 
its advent be known. At a meeting on the Calton 
Hill, for example, a resolution was passed, 
urging 

" the necessity of having an out-and-out Radical news* 
paper in Edinburgh to be the devoted and special 
organ of the people, to be their protector when unjustly 
attacked, and the exposer of the misrepresentations to 
which they are often subjected ; to be the constant ad- 
vocate of Universal Suffrage, and the organ of the 
Scottish associations for the attainment of that gretit. 
Just, and national object." 

This may be taken almost as an official statement 
of the aims of the journal. Its own words were : — 

" It will be the fearless advocate of the rights of the 
people. It will not be trammelled in the sligntest by 
either Tories, Whigs, or even Radicals. It will be 
subservient only to principle— the adopted principle 
of democracy." 

John Fraser was editor, and he was liberally 
assisted by his co-agitator, Duncan. 

The name was avowedly chosen in hatred of 
the Scotsman. Fraser had been one of the sup- 
porters of the latter journal when it was founded, 
but he had long parted with it in opinion. 

" We adopt the title of True Scoteman," he said, " be- 
cause there have been false Scotsmen : and surely we 
have a right to do so, were it only to free ourselves 
and our countrymen from the disgrace and degradation 
of having our Joint sentiments vilified, our principles 
abandoned, and our rights betrayed." 

He carried the flouting of the Scotsman to such 
an extent that the two papers had much the same 
general appearance. The familiar thistle of the 
Scotsman's heading was coolly appropriated^ with 
the difference that the word " Liberty " was 
printed aijiid the leaves. The attacked journal 
took the matter quite philosophically — 

**As for the impertinence of the Calton Hill dema- 
gogues in assuming our name, it has occasiout d us no 
uneasiness. Tliey have made use of it, we presume, 
as a passport to good society ; but unfortunately for 
the succeas of their scheme, our tlUe is all they can 
borrow of us. 

The Caledonian Mercury was vastly more indig- 
nant. In justice to •* a respectable journal,'* it 

protested against the contemptible and disgrace- 
ful trick " of taking the name and of adding the word 
" true." At the same time it certified the essen- 
tial ** trueness " of the Scotsman. 

The career of The True Scotsman was short. It 
perished with No. 128, March 27, 1841. It had 
the credit of fomenting a disturbance in Dundee, 
but did little else. It succumbed from want of 
financial support, the editor in his closing notice 
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burgh : published by Andrew Yuill, 3 South Han- 
over Street; Charles Zeigler, 17 South Bridge 
(also in Glasgow and London) ; and printed by 
Thomas Constable, printer to Her Majesty. 

The Union was formed in 1839, and it was 
determined almost at once to issue a periodical 
"calculated alike to promalgate and defend the 
objects of the Union, and to act ae a link of connec- 
tion betwixt the varioua societies ... In size and 
quality ofpaper, in type and price, it will be uniform 
with the SooUUk Chrittian Herald. In ito materials, 
therefore, it will be better and cheaper than any of our 
existing temperance publications." 

The first issue announced that the Dundee Tee- 
totaller would suspend publication to give the 
Herald the greater opportunity, but this the Dun- 
dee journal indignantly repudiated, and began its 
career again as the Dundee True Temperance 
Advocate. It took great care to warn its readers 
against the Herald. 

The editor was George Troup,* Montrose, one 
of the secretaries of the Union, and his engage- 
ments hardly aided the punctual appearance oi 
his paper. He thus naively made excuse — 

"To this work he is most willing ta give his labours 
without any reward but the hope of doing good; but 
when it comes into collision with his ordinary business 
he trusts that he shall not be blamed although he 
allows it to give way." 

The difficulty was increased when the editor went 
to reside in Aberdeen, and at last the Executive of 
the Union ordered that, while the journal should 
continue to be published in Edinburgh, it should 
be printed in Aberdeen, and it was accordingly set 
up by G. Mackay, Thomson's Court, Broad Street, 
from November, 1841, onwards. 

After the issue of six numbers, the editor says — 
"Our success has been greater than that of any other 
periodical devoted to the temperance cause." 

Besides news of the various societies, it contained 
"original and literary papers" on topics allied to 
its main interest During the second year ot its 
publication, book reviews and a serial tale were 
introduced. In September, 1840, the imprint ran 
— Published by the Executive Council of the 
Union, at their office, 104 High Street. The 
paper had been commenced 

"by a number of individuals connected with the 
Union, at their own risk, although tbey Intended that 
all profits should be devoted to the funds of tbe 
Union." 

It was, however, formally adopted as the organ of 
the Union in June, 1841. In the preceding March 
the imprint had been — Published by Charles 
Ziegler, 17 South Bridge Street, but evidently the 
publisher had exceeded his prerogative, for the 
next number had — Published for the Executive 
Committee of the East of Scotland Abstinence 
Union, by Charles Ziegler, 17 South Bridge Street. 

The editor's annual summary in January, 1842, 
was not very encouraging. Among other things 
he said — 



stating that no Chartist joiu'nal was paying in 
Scotland. With a delightful airiness he announced 
that— 

" We henceforth betake ourselves to another sphere of 
public usefulness that has been very little occupied— tbe 
cultivation of a taste for the most useful, important, and 
instructive of the fine arts— the art of music— an occu- 
pation much more fitted to our own nature than poli- 
' lies." 

As indicated, he took to the popular concert plat- 
form, and, as he said in his closing notice, soon 
made the acquaintance of his readers in this most 
gonial capacity. His fomily became well known 
in musicsd circles. 

1840. The Opera Glass, A weekly Musical and 
Theatrical Miscellany. No. i, Friday, April 10, 
1840; 8 pp., large 8vo, price i^d. — also issued in 
monthly parts. Edinburgh: published for the 
proprietor by James Kay & Co., 3 Elm Row. 
Printed for the proprietor by Thomas Ramsay, 21 
Waterloo Place. Motto — ** Semper et ubique 
fidelis. '* Several changes took place in the printer 
and publisher. In No. 5 the publisher's name was 
deleted. In No. 6 he appeared as W. Williams, 
12 Catherine Street No. 14 had no imprint, and 
was priced id. The following number was doubled 
in size — 16 pp. — and was charged 3d. In No. 17 
an imprint again appeared — Edinburgh : pub- 
lished for the proprietors by W. & H Robinson, 
21 Catherine Street. The second volume began 
on Friday, October 30, 1840, when the price was 
again reduced to i }d. and the size to 8 pp. Vol. 
II., No. 12, added to imprint — Printed for the 
proprietor at the Chronicle office. Vol. II., No. 
17 was valued at 2d., a price that remained to the 
end, the size being 12 pp. No imprint appeared 
af^er No. 18. No issue was sent out on April 23, 
1841 — Our head editor having been called sud- 
denly out of town, it was found impossible to get 
it up in his absence." This raised a report that 
the Opera Glass was smashed, but another number 
was issued before the end came — that for April 
30, 1841 — 12 pp., price 2d., no imprint. In the 
^rst volume the printer dropped the numbers 213- 
221 from the pagination. Supplements of 4 pp., 
price )d., were issued with Vol. II., Nos. 15 
and 16. 

The Opera Glass had the peculiarity of having 
short leaders on current topics in the centre of 
each number. The first, which intimated the start 
of the journal, was somewhat brusque. The Opera 
Glass took a wider range than the ordinary Edin- 
burgh theatrical magazine. It surveyed the stage 
of the whole kingdom. It had several feuds with 
kindred journals — notably with the Glasgow 
Pepper Box. The end of the theatre season ap- 
parently brought about its death. 

1840. The Scottish Temperance Herald. Published' 
under the authority of the East of Scotland Ab- 
stinence Union. No. i, Wednesday, January i, 
1840; 16 pp. royal 8vo, price i^d. monthly. Edin- 



♦ Was this the same George Troup who afterwards bought 
Ta\V9 MoffoziM, and was owner and editor of the Glasgow 
Daily Mailt 
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"The T€mptrane$ Herald Utcb and little more, for we 
ceimot say it thrlTee. . . . Its sale pays the ooet of 
paper, printing, and publishing," 

but nothing else. . Illness overtook the editor, and 
no number was published for February, 1842. 
The next issue appeared under the date *' Febru- 
ary and March, 1842," with the promise of a double 
number later in the year to recoup subscribers. 
This number is the last I have seen, and it pro- 
bably ended the journal 

1840 (?) The Little Magazine : for young readers of 
every denomination; embellished with numerous 
engravings. At the beginning of 1840, or perhaps 
earlier, a juvenile magazine of this name was sent 
out — 32 pp., in a neat cover, price one penny. 
Edinburgh : published by C. Zeigler, South Bridge. 
It continued to January, 1842, at least. 

1841. The London and Edinburgh Monthly youmal 
of Medical Science. No. i, January i, 1841 ; 68 
pp., 8vo, price is. 6d. London: H. Bailliere, 219 
Reeent Street ; Edinburgh : Maclachlan, Stewart, 
and Co. Printed by Balfour and Jack, Niddry 
Street, Edinburgh. Edited by John Rose Cor- 
mack, M.D., Edinburgh. A new series was 
begun, under the same editorship, on January i, 
1842. The jfournal contained the usual com- 
munications on medical topics, and specially 
advertised that it 

** includes a periscope containing all that is new and 
important in medicine and the kindred sciences, 
gleaned from the latest numbers of the British and 
foreign Journals and new publications." 

In January, 1846, the words ** London and Edin- 
burgh disappeared from the title, and the name 
of Sutherland & Knox, Edinburgh, took pre- 
cedence as the publishers. In July, 1846, it 
absorbed the Northern youmal of Medicine^ 
begun in 1844, and began a new series of 80 pp. 
per issue. In 1849 the editors were George E. 
Day, M.D. ; Alexander Fleming, M.D. ; and 
W. T. Gardner, M.D. As these were the editors 
of the Monthly Retrospect of 1848, it is probable 
that the Journal incorporated the former maga- 
zine with itself at that time. In 1850 no editors' 
names are printed. The last number was pub- 
lished in June, 1855, after which the Journal 
united with the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical 
Journal to form the Edinburgh Medical Journal. 

1842, The Edinburgh Dramatic Censor : a Weekly 
Theatrical, Musical, and Literary Review. No. 
I, November 12, 1842 ; 8 pp., 8vo, price i^d. 
The first page of the first three numbers was a dis- 
played title, with contents. Edinburgh : published 
for the proprietor by J. Stampa, 33 Princes Street. 

" The only pledge the proprietor at present conies 
under to those who, by favouring the Cmeor with Iheir 
support will do much towards advancing theatricals, 
music, and the floe arts generally in Edinbui-gh, is, 
that independence will stamp every line of its pages, 
and ample Justice and unprejudicial criticism will be 
administered to every artist on whose merits it may 
desoaut." 



The Censor was to have a wider range than was 
usual with like periodicals : its interests were to 
take in Glasgow as well as the chief English 
towns. In an early number it denounced the 
extent to which the tree list was taken advantage 
of by the local press — these ** cannibals who feed 
on the manager*6 bounty.'' Out of five papers, 
twenty can at any rate command houseroom, 
fifteen of whom are either incapable of putting, or, 
at any rate, do not put, pen to paper towards 
hitching the exertions of the victimised manager." 
No. 2 contained a violent attack on its contempo- 
rary, The Prompter. I have seen eight numbers — 
the last being that for December 31, 1842. 

26 Circus Drive, W. J. Couper. 

Glasgow. 

* 

The Northern Fencibles.— This regiment 
was raised by the fourth Duke of Gordon in 
1778, and was disbanded in 1783. It is officially 
described in the Army List of the period as the 
" Northern Regiment of Fencible Men in North 
Britain." The commissions are given in the 
Army List of 1782 as follows : — 

Majors — ^James Chisholme and James Mercer, 
April 14, 1778. 

Captains — George Mackay, Lord Haddo, Sir Wil- 
liam Forbes, Bart., Alex, Penrose Cumming, Wil- 
liam Finlason — all appointed April 14, 1778 ; John 
Grant, April 8, 1779 ; Thomas Russell, January ig, 
1780 ; and James Schaw, September 13, 178a 

Lieutenants — Donald Forbes, Charles Gordon, 
John Gordon, John Rose, Robert Cumming, Alex- 
ander Grant, Fraser, John Sutherland, George 

Munro, John Rose— all appointed April 14, 1778; 
John Gordon, March 23, 1779 ; William Gordon, 
January 19, 1780 ; James Grant, January 19, 1780 ; 
Angus Cameron, May 5, 1780; Colin Chisholme, 
September 13, 1780; Alexander Tod, October 18, 
1780; Hugh Mackay, January i, 1781 ; Colin Mathi- 
son, July 20, 1781 ; Simon Simson, January 17, 
1782 ; Alex. Forbes, March 15, 1782. 

Ensigns — James Meik, June 16, 1780; Charles 
Stewart, July 12, 1780 ; William Knox, September 
13, 1780; Adam Gordon, January i, 1781 ; R. 
Campb. Macpherson, January 17, 1782 ; George 
Huoy, March 15, 1782; John Gordon, March 18, 
1782. 

Chaplain — James Gordon, April 14, 1778. 
Adjutant — George Reynolds, April 14, 1778. 
Quartermaster— Thomas Russell, April 14, 1778. 
Surgeon — George French, January 8, 1779. 
Agents— Messrs. Cox, Mair, & Cox, Craig^s Court 

In the Knockando parish register there is the 
following entry :— 

August, 1780. — George, son of George Gordon, 
of the North Fencibles, and Margaret Gordon, 
daughter of William Gordon at Waukmill, [was] 
baptized." 

J. M. B. 



Digitized by Google 



40 



SCOTTISH NOTES AND QUERIES [September, 1905 



FURTHER NOTES ON THE BULLOCH 
FAMILY. 

On December 29, 1904, there died at Plains- 
brae Cottage, Industry Street, Kirkintilloch, 
Mr. John Bulloch, who had been for over forty 
years a porter on the North British Railway at 
Kirkintilloch. He retired a year before his 
death, and was presented with a public testi- 
monial. His father, William Bulloch, was 
brought up at Kirkside, near Oxgang, but was 
born (in 1801) in " the original home of the Bul- 
lochs at Baldernock." This William was a 
handloom weaver in Kirkintilloch, " but was of 
very superior intelligence." He had been 
brought up by an uncle, John Bulloch, who had 
children of his own, and who had gone to Kirk- 
intilloch. John Bulloch, who died in 1904, had 
two sons -David, now residing at Fir Knowe, 
Kirkintilloch ; and William, now residing at 16 
Moss Street, Paisley ; and a daughter. David 
writes to me : — " My grandfather, William, was 
the last Bulloch born (i 801) in the old home at 
Baldemock. He remembeied as a child his 
grandfather, an old man, blind, about that home. 
The place was sold shortly after this— I think, 
to a cousin of the old man's. I believe the old 
house at Baldernock is not now standing. I 
have been told by my grandmother that when 
she and my grandfather had occasion to pass 
the place (on visiting friends), my grandfather 
would run away on the road and hold bis head 
away, from emotion." 

Mr. Archibald Bulloch, 4 Renny Place, 
Broughty Ferry, sends the following facts about 
his family : — 

James Bulloch belonged to Wester Kilpatrick. He 
owned limeworks at Baldernock, and died at the age 
of 84. He is said to have been a brother or cousin 
of John Bulloch, the miller at Duntocher. He mar- 
ried (May 20, 1784) Mary Young (Baldernock regis- 
ter). He had 

Archibald Bulloch, tenant of the farm of Brain- 
get. " He was a big, powerful man. He stood 
six feet and weighed 16 stones, without any 
superfluous flesh." He married Jane Stevenson. 
Mr. William Buchanan, of 22 Church Street, Par- 
tick, communicates to me (January 14, 1905) a 
letter from a cousin of his in Vermont, who says 
that " President Roosevelt's forefathers came from 
Archibald Bulloch of Brainget." I hardly think, 
however, that these two Archibalds can be the 
same. The first-named Archibald had a sister 

married to Miller. He also had a son, 

James Bulloch, who married Mary Watson. 
He was the father ot my correspondent, 

Archibald Bulloch, Broughty Ferry. He 
married Joan McPhail, and has Archibald, 
John, William, Mary, Joan, and Jessie. 



Joseph Bulloch, spent a few years m the 
North of England. Now resides at Pcn- 
whinnie, near Airdrie. 

Jeannie BuUoch, married Alexander. 

She is now 76 years old. 

Mr. William Bulloch, manager of the issue 
department of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, 143 Queen Victoria Street, London, 
sends me some particulars of his family. He 
states that at Airdrie "the name was pro- 
nounced with the inflection on the -lochy His 
great-grandfather was 

William Bulloch, the son of a farmer at Balder- 
nock ; died "about 1812, a comparatively young 
man." He was cashier in the Elderslie mills. He 
married Grace M'Kendrick, April 5, 1802, and had 
the following children, all born at Elderslie, near 
Paisley : — 

John, born August 15, 1805, He enlisted at 
Glasgow in the 78th Regiment, July 26, 1826, and 
died in Ceylon, September 3, 1833. 

William, born June 17, 1807. He married 
Helen Hunter, April 19, 1833, and died at Coat- 
bridge, January 7, 1893. He had:— 
William (my correspondent). 
George : still living. 

James, an army schoolmaster : spent 12 years 
in India ; now dead. 

John : killed in an accident 

Robert : still living ; the father of my cor- 
respondent. 

David : still living. 

Archibald Macdonald, named after his uncle, 
George Macdonald, who was miners' agent for 
Lanarkshire, and latterly a member of Parlia- 
ment. 

Robert, born June 3, 1809. He was a stone- 
mason, and died at Paisley about the year 1877. 

Barbara, born June 29, 1802. 

Grace, born November 11, 1803 ; died at 
Flowerhill, Airdrie, April 3, 1842. 

Janet, born May 4, 181 1. 

J. M. Bulloch. 

]|E 

Macgregors of Gaulrigg (2nd S., VL, 87). 
— The appended notice, which appeared in the 
Evening Express of loth ult., may interest our 
contributor, Mr. H. D. MacWilliam:— " Miss 
Christina Macgregor, a well-known personality 
in Tomintoul, has just passed away at the age 
of 80 years. She was the last survivor of the 
family of Gregor Willox Macgregor (see 5. N 
and Q., ist S., IL, 123 ; 2nd S., VI., 13, 61), of 
Gaulrigg, who could trace their descent ba :k, it 
is said, for five hundred years. She possc'ssed 
many heirlooms of ancient times, amongst them 
being a broadsword carried by an ancestctr at 
the battle of Bannockburn. She had also a '.very 
old Bible, and some letters of the sixteenth <xn- 
tury addressed to the head of the clan." I 
Robert Mucdocil 
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ABERDEEN MAPS AND VIEWS. 



I.— MAPS OR PLANS RELATING TO THE CITY 

( Continued Jrom Vol, VII., 2ndS.,page 26,) 



An asterisk prefixed to a date signifies that a copy 
of the map or plan is to be founa in the Public 
Library. 

7. 1 810. Plan of the City of Aberdeen and its 
Improvements, with the Wet and Dry Docks, 
ana Other Works connected with the Har- 
bour, as now executing under the Act passed 
in the present Session of Parliament, agree- 
ably to the designs of Thomas Telford, Esqre., 
Civil Engineer, agreeably to the desire of 
James Hadden, Esq., Lord Provost, and the 
other Members of the Honourable the City 
Council of Aberdeen. By John Smith, Archi- 
tect and Surveyor. 

The drafting of this plan was one of the valu- 
able works executed by John Smith while City 
Architect. We are told that ** Union Street, 
King Street, Union Terrace, St. Nicholas Street 
have been made out by the Trustees for the new 
streets and Treasurer of Aberdeen since the Act 
of Parliament, 4th April, 1800." By the aid of 
Smith's map one is able to note the remarkable 
progress made in city improvement since the 
appearance of Milne's map of 1790. As yet, 
however. Park Street is only a "proposed street," 
and Constitution Street — partly constructed over 
the "croft'* anciently known as Fill-the-Cap— 
is set down as " Park Place." It was the 
fashion in Aberdeen about this time to vote 
congratulatory addresses to the King over his 
service to the Constitution in helping to reject 
the Catholic Bill : hence the application of the 
name ** Constitution " to the new street. This 
was following the precedent set in naming 
Union Street to celebrate the union of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and King Street to signify 
**that loyalty and love for the Constitution which 
has ever characterised Aberdeenshire men." 
The important harbour works — North Pier, 
South Breakwater, etc. — undertaken at that 
time are tinted as showing that they are sanc- 
tioned to be carried into effect. (For an oppor- 
tunity of examining Smith's map I am indebted 
to Mr. W. Brebner, 11 Carden Place. Quite 
recendy, also, it was a pleasure to find a very 
beauti&l (coloured) copy in the Map Depart- 
ment, British Museum.) 

8. ♦181 1. Plan of the City and Harbour of 
Aberdeen and Improvements. (Prefixed to 
Walter Thorn's "The History of Aberdeen," 
vol. i. Printed by D. Chalmers & Co.) 

This plan bears to be drawn by J. Downie 
and engraved by R. Scott. The " New Fish 



Town " of Footdee is set out in squares, as 
carried out when the fish town was moved to 
its present site in 1808. West of Gordon Street, 
to Hardgate, the ground that Archibald Simp- 
son was soon to try his hand on in laying out 
Bon- Accord Street, Bon- Accord Terrace, and 
Craibstone Street, etc., is all "nursery and 
garden." Skene Terrace is erroneously marked 
" Skene Street " ; and, as in Smith's map, the 
clear space in the middle of Woolmanhill is 
shown occupied by blocks of buildings. It is to 
be hoped that the map is more reliable than the 
" History," which, in general, is very inaccu- 
rate. 

9. ♦1825 (c). Aberdeen. (Published by W. 
Swinton, 60 Princes Street, and J. Ritchie, 
High Street, Edinburgh.) 

This plan is interesting chiefly as showing 
how the feuing stances in the new streets were 
being taken up. Union Street is fully built up 
along both sides as far as Union Bridge ; beyond 
that, only occasional blocks. In King Street, 
west side, there appears to be only the Medical 
Chirurgical Hall (1820) between Castle Street 
and Queen Street. The North Parish Church 
did not come till 183 1, nor the North of Scot- 
land Bank till 1840. Beyond Queen Street, on 
that side, there are three blocks. On the east 
side of King Street we have St. Andrew's Chapel 
(18 17), and a few other buildings as far as 
Princes Street, but nothing beyond. King 
Street has always been a disappointment 

10. *i828. Plan and Sections of the Proposed 
Works for supplying the City, Royalty, and 
Suburbs of Aberdeen with Water. Surveyed 
under the direction of James Jardine, Civil 
Engineer, November, 1828. 

This plan is curious for this reason, that it 
was drawn on the stone, and printed " at the 
Deaf and Dumb Institution, Aberdeen " That 
institution (founded in 1819), was then in No. 
58 Schoolhill. The plan, which is tinted, shows 
the route of the proposed waterworks from 
Bridge of Dee to the " Proposed Cistern Stance " 
— afterwards known as the Water House— in 
Union Place. It has also a section of the levels 
along the route. 

11. 1833. A-berdeen Harbour. Surveyed by 
Commr. Slater, F.R.A.S., F.R.G.S. 

A plan of the eastern part of the city, with 
soundings of harbour and bay. Published, 
according to Act of Parliament, at the Hydro- 
graphic Office of the Admiralty, May 25th, 
1843." (British Museum.) 

12. *iS4o, Plan of Aberdeen, Corrected to the 
present Time, by Mr. [Archibald] Simpson, 

i Architect. 
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A very beautifully-executed plan, with four 
vignette views — Royal Infirmary, Gordon's 
Hospital, Union Bridge, Marischal College. 
(Two of the blocks, it will be observed, are 
Simpson's own work, and Gordon's Hospital — 
originally the design of Gibbs — has the wing ex- 
tensions by Simpson). This map is important 
as showing the laying-out of Market Street, 
opened in 1842, and the New Market (in block), 
opened in the same year. It shows also the 
new streets laid out between College Street 
and Bon -Accord Terrace. The Advocates' 
Hall was then in the corner of Back Wynd 
(erected 1836), subsequently known as the 
Queen's Rooms, and St. John's Episcopal 
Chapel still occupied (till 1851) its old site in 
Lindsay Street, behind the site now occupied 
by the Roman Catholic Cathedral— or, more 
strictly, on the site now occupied by the sanctu- 
ary of the Cathedral. The Belville Nursery 
then filled most of the space now occupied by 
Rosemount Viaduct, Baker Street, Kintore 
Place, Mount Street, etc. The map was issued 
by J. & D. Nichol, Montrose, in portfolio, 
** Aberdeen Illustrated in Nine Views, with Ex- 
planatory Remarks, Plan of the Town, and 
Several Vignettes." This was Part I. (price 
I2S. 6d.) of Nichol's " Cities and Towns of 
Scotland," 1840. 

13. *i 840(0.). Aberdeen. 

A block plan, engraved by J. Gardener, 163 
Regent Street, London. It includes, within a 
red boundary line, all the suburbs within Old- 
machar Parish. It is curious in respect that it 
shows Market Street formed according to the 
original proposal — viz.. fifty or sixty yards west 
of the line actually adopted. I have put the 
date of this map about 1840, but am coming to 
the opinion that it is a little earlier. It has the 
Suspension Bridge (opened in 1830), and the 
block plan of Marischal College seems to show 
that it is the College as rebuilt between 1837 
and 1841. However, the date may stand until 
we get at the definite purpose of its publication. 
It is very interesting on account of the suburban 
place-names. 

14. 1846. Aberdeen. (?) 

In the **t"amily Journal "—(Ravenscroft's 
publication) — 1846, appears this intimation by 
Messrs. D. Wyllie & Son, 51 Union Street: — 
** New Map of Aberdeen. A map of Aberdieen, 
comprising the Old and New Towns, with all 
the Contemplated Improvements, is now in the 
hands of the Engraver. Size, 20 inches by 26. 
This will be the most complete Map of Aber- 
deen ever published." Was this map ever 
issued ? 

15 *i847. Specimen of a New Plan of Aber- 
deen, on a scale of 100 feet to an inch. 



A tinted block plan of the portion of the city 
bounded by Union Street, Union Terrace, 
Skene Street, and Chapel Street. The pro- 
perties are set out with much distinctness, as 
would be expected from the large scale. The 
only ground in the part of Union Street shown 
which remained unfeued at this date was a por- 
tion between Union Row and Summer Street, 
including the part on which the Gilcomston 
Free Church was built in the beginning of the 
seventie& Crimon Place is still unformed, 
and the site on which the Roman Catholic 
Cathedral was built, a dozen years later (opened 
20th December, i860), was still garden ground. 
The plan, of which this was a ** specimen,'* 
seems never to have been issued. 

16. *i852 (c). Aberdeen. Thfe Plan Drawn 
and Engraved by J. Rapkin. The Illustra- 
trations Drawn and Engraved by H. Winkles. 

A very detailed, correct, and beautifully exe- 
cuted little plan — published by John Tallis and 
Co., London and New York. The six vignette 
views are— (i) Aberdeen, showing the city from 
the south side of the Dee, beyond the railway 
bridge ; (2) Castle Street, showing the Market 
Cross, Duke of Gordon Statue (erected 1844), 
King Street, and Union Street ; (3) North Parish 
Church ; (4) Old Bridge of Don ; (5) what is 
evidently meant as the Aberdeen packet under 
full sail ; and (6) fishing boats at sea. There 
is still represented the Aberdeenshire Canal, the 
secretaryship to the proprietors of which, it is 
often forgotten, was held for many years by 
William Kennedy, of the "Annals of Aberdeen.'* 

17. *i855. Aberdeen Water Works Extension. 
Lines of Aqueduct referred to in Mr. Simp- 
son's Report, dated loth September, 1855. 

This plan— by Keith & Gibb— forms the 
frontispiece to the Report on the Most Effi- 
cient Means of Obtaining an Increased Supply 
of Water to the City of Aberdeen." By James 
Simpson, Esq., President of the Institution of 
Civil Engineers. In this interesting report, by 
Mr. Simpson, of Westminster, the possioility of 
utilising the Denburn and the Burn of Burnie- 
boozle as sources of supply is discussed — and, 
as one would expect, rejected. 

18. 1855-6. Plan showing the line of the Har- 
bour Branch of the Proposed Aberdeen, Peter- 
head, and Fraserburgh Railway through the 
Links. 

This plan is prefixed to the *' Report [and 
evidence] anent the proposed interference with 
the Links "—a scarce little publication, of which 
a copy was sold at the sale of the late Dr. 
Walker's library, in May, 1903. 

19. *i856. Aberdeen. (In William Caden- 



Digitized by Google 



Vol. VII. 2nd Series.] SCOTTISH NOTES AND QUERIES 



43 



head's "The New Book of Bon- Accord," ist 
edition, 1856. Published by James Smith, 11 
Queen Street. The plan by John Smith, 50 
Union Street.) 

This plan has some interesting features worth 
noting. In the west end, the street now known 
as Albert Terrace was then only projected, and 
is set down as Rubislaw Crescent. It began to 
be feued about i860. We have in this (and the 
former map) the somewhat pedantic naming of 
two cross streets, as Thistle " Street and 
" Rose " Street. Two others of the new streets 
in the same neighbourhood had been named 
Victoria Street and Albert Street respectively. 
Henry Street (named, I think, after Provost 
Henry, who filled the civic chair 1850-52) also 
came into being in the early 'Sixties, but does 
not appear in this map. The site of the Joint 
Station is still occupied in the map by Gas 
Street, Gas Lane, and Lower Dee Street. (Gas 
lighting had been introduced in 1824, ^be first 
exhibition of the new light having taken place 
in the cotton works of Forbes, Low, & Co., 
February, 1825. I'he first gas lamp actually 
used in Aberdeen was, in 1824, gifted by Con- 
vener Affleck — after whom Affleck Street is 
named— to the George Street U.P. Congrega- 
tion.) In the above map the Scottish North- 
Eastem Railway is shown running into the old 
station in Guild Street, which had been opened 
for traffic in 1854. The Aberdeenshire Canal 
was now a thing of the past. Its place on the 
map is occupied by the Great North of Scotland 
Railway, which ran on the site of the canal to 
the present goods station, Waterloo Quay, that 
part of the Great North system having been 
completed in April of this year (1856). 

The above map was also published as fol- 
lows : — 

*i856. As a separate sheet, mounted on linen. 
The John Smith, whose name appears on the 
map, is, of course, Mr. John Rae Smith, 57 
Union Street. 

1862. Second edition of " The New Book of Bon- 
Accord." (On cover of book the date is 1864.) 
(In British Museum.) I have not been able to 
examine a copy of this edition, but as the map 
appears in the third edition, presumably it was 
in the second edition as well. 

1866. Third edition. (University Library.) Map 
same as in first edition. 

1875. Fourth edition. (University Library.) Map 
is now — Plan of the City of Aberdeen, prepared 
for ** The New Book of Bon- Accord," corrected 
up to 1875. Keith & Gibb. 

1879. Fifth edition. In the Public Library copy 
of this edition there is no map, and no indication 
(although that is no certain guide) that a map 
was issued. 

•1886. Sixth edition. Map is simply— Plan of 

Aberdeen. Lewis Smith. 
*i893. Seventh edition. Plan of Aberdeen. 



(Marked to show tramway routes.) Lewis 
Smith. 

1897. Eighth edition. (University Library.) 
Map as in seventh edition. In this edition the 
main title of the volume was changed to '* The 
Book of Bon-Accord " — an error that should not 
have been committed. 

20. *i86o. Plan of the Commutation and 
Other Roads in the Ninth or Town of Aber- 
deen District, comprehending Part of the 
Parishes of Oldraachar, Newhills, Peterculter, 
and Banchory- Devenick. 

The work of Keith & Gibb— then 15 Union 
Buildings. The plan of the city is, of course, 
much subordinated to the exterior districts, and 
here, as in Gardener's map of 1840, the suburban 
place-names are extremely valuable. 

21. ♦1861. Map of the District around Aber- 
deen. By A. Gibb, Lithographer. 

This is really the Plan of the Commutation 
Roads on a reduced scale— inch and half to one 
mile, in place of four inches and a half to the 
mile. 

22. 1862. Aberdeen. 

Keith & Gibb's " Map of the Cities of Aber- 
deen, Constructed from recent original surveys, 
and Corrected up to 1862." i inch to 600 feet. 
(British Museum.) 

G. M. Fraser. 

Public Library. 

* 

Gordon's Horse.— A picture of the men of 
the 30th Lancers (Gordon's Horse) doing lance 
exercise, standing on their horses, appeared in 
the August number of the Badminton Ma^azine^ 
1905. Gordon's Horse was raised by Sir John 
Bury Gordon, last baronet, of Park. 

There was sold at Sotheb/s recently a 
privately-printed copy of the *' Valuation of 
Cromarty," and " Information for His Majesty's 
advocate against the Duke of Gordon and the 
Duke of Argyll," for 17s. 6d. Mr. Hopkins 
paid 7s. for 66 photographs of historical por- 
traits shown at the Archaeological Exhibition 
held in Aberdeen in 1859. Aberdeen's former 
position as a book-publishing city was shown by 
the appearance in the sale list of one book in 
Latin bearing the imprint : — " Aberdoniae. 
Edw. Raban. 1632," and another from the 
Raban Press, dated 163 1. These, like some of 
the transactions of the Scottish Society of Anti- 
quaries, which contained extracts from the 
household book of Lady Marie Stewart, Coun- 
tess of Mar, brought small prices. A transla- 
tion from Geoffrey of Monmouth, in the writing 
of Sir Walter Scott, sold for ;^26. 
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FARQUHARSONS IN BOHARM. 



In the Parochial Registers of Boharm are the 
following entries which may prove of interest to 
Farquharson and Gordon genealogists : — 

18 Novemb., 1670, 
Jo"- Farqrsone of Inverey and Marg. [illegible] 
were maried. 

2 May, 1672. 
Patrik Farqrson s. I. to Jo"- Farqrson of In- 
verey and Margret Gordoun (was bap- 
tised). 

It seems curious to find John apparentlv 
settled in Boharm, but the following account of 
him and his son, Patrick, given in " The Mac- 
kintoshes and Clan Chaitan " (pp. 436-7), pro- 
bably supplies the explanation : — ^^John, elder 
son, known in tradition as the * Black Colonel,' 
was the hero of the proceedings in 1666, in 
which Gordon of Brackley was killed (p. 269 
ante\ and must have succeeded his father some 
time between that year and 1678, when he ap- 
pears as * of Inverey' in the Proclamation as to 
the state of the Highlands. For some time 
prior to 12th February, 1685, when a warrant 
was issued by the Chancellor for apprehending 
him and his followers, he appears to have been 
an outlaw ; yet he fought for King James at 
Killiecrankie, where he was colonel of the Mar 
men. After the Revolution much of his time 
appears to have been spent in eluding the 
Government troops quartered in Braemar, and 
in levying blackmail on the Lowland districts, 
by which means he sowed the seeds of a plenti- 
ful crop of local legends. In consequence of 
his outlawry his lands of Inverey, near the Linn 
of Dee, and of TuUich, near what is now 
Ballater, were escheated ; but they were re- 
acquired by his son, and in 17 14 settled by him 
on his heirs male. John also was twice married, 
having by his first wife Peter and Charles, and 
by the second James, who succeeded his uncle, 
Charles, in Balmoral. The * Black Colonel ' 
died about 1700, and was succeeded by his son, 
Peter or Patrick (he appears under both names), 
who followed the politics of his ancestors in the 
'15, when he commanded the Mar men, and 
escaped forfeiture only by being attainted under 
a wrong Christian name. He was at the meet- 
of Clan Chattan at Moy, 1724, and was one of 
the heads of families whose consent (or that of 
their heirs) to the redemption of the wadset 
granted to Cluny was provided for in the agree- 
ment of 1726 (p. 316 ante). Like his three pre- 
decessors, he was twice married, but had male 
issue only by the second marriage. Dying in 
1737, he was succeeded by his two sons^ Joseph 
and Benjamin^ in turn, both of whom died with- 



in about a year afterwards, when the succession 
fell to their uncle, Charles^ a Writer to the 
Signet, who had purchased Achlossan." It 
would be interesting to learn to what family 
Margaret Gordon, the " Black Colonel's " first 
wife belonged. A " Kathrine Farqrson," wife 
of Patrick Grant in Easter Galdwall, mentioned 
in the Boharm Registers under date of 29th 
January, 1693, may have been related to him. 
Under date of loth September, 17 17, there is 
the entry : " Kathrin Farquharson, goodwife of 
East Galdwall, was buried.'' A " Marg**' Far- 
qrson" was one of the witnesses at the bap- 
tism of Kathrin's daughter, Jean, on July 8, 1694, 
and was apparently a witness at a baptism on 
15th June, 1707. It is noteworthy that the 

Black Colonel " was the son of William of In- 
verey by his second wife, Ann, daughter of 
Gordon of Abergeldie, and the grandson of 
James, the founder of the family, by his first 
wife, also stated to have been a daughter of 
Gordon of Abergeldie, three successive heads 
of the family having thus apparently married 
Gordons, the Brackley incident notwithstanding. 

H. D. McW. 
* 

An Eccentric Gordon.— William Gordon 
died at Grahamstown, Glasgow, October 4, 1822, 
aged 79, and was buried in the Anderston 
burying-ground. He had worn (said the Times) 
the same patched coat for ten years. He left 
an enormous number of keys, highly burnished ; 
a hatful of pins ; 90 to 100 hammers, adzes, and 
gimlets : 1 5 large screws ; great numbers of 
bottles and jars, and the like. For many years 
he wore a polished key on his thumb, a gold 
watch in one pocket and a silver one in the 
other. He had a great collection of sticks. A 
similar case was that of James Gordon, a native 
of the North of Scotland, who died at Cortachy, 
January 29, 1806. Though he had lived by 
begging for years, yet a sum of ;^i8 in silver 
and £v in coppers was found wrapped up in old 
stockings and hid in the wall of his house. 

J. M. B. 



Colonel Morris's Regiment of Foot.— 
James Arthur was surgeon in Colonel Morris's 
Regiment of Foot. He was the son of a farmer 
near Bathgate. On April 4, 1756, he married 
privately Janet, daughter of John Gourlay, malt- 
man, in Stirling. She afterwards raised an 
action to be recognised as his legal wife. It is 
preserved in the Additional MSS. (36,174) at 
the British Museum. The regiment was ap- 
parently the 89th Regiment (i759"i765X com- 
manded by Col. Staats Morris, the stepfather 
of the 4th Duke of Gordon. 
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Scotsmen in the Russian Navy (2nd S., 
III., 5 ; VI., 171). — Add Commandant Person, 
of the Izumrud. Commandant Person is of 
Scotch descent, his name being a modification 
of Macpherson. A portrait of him appeared in 
the Evening Express of 3rd June this year. 

Robert Murdoch. 



We copy from the Arbroatk Guide the follow- 
ing description of a work which has recently 
been secured for the Free Public Library there : 
— " The Grameid : an Heroic Poem descriptive 
of the Campaign of Viscount Dundee in 1689, 
and other Pieces," by James Philip of Almerie- 
dose, 1 69 1. Edited from the original manu- 
script, with translation, introduction, and notes, 
by the Rev. Alexander Murdoch, F.S.A.Scot. 
The author of " The Grameid,** James Philip, 
was bom in Arbroath about 1654-5, and was a 
descendant of Dr. Henry Philip, minister of 
Arbroath. His father, James Philip of Almerie- 
dose, was a bailie of Arbroath ; his mother was 
Margaret Grahame (of the Grahames of Dun- 
trune, and second cousin of Viscount Dundee, 
the hero of " The Grameid "). He received his 
early education at the Grammar School of his 
native town, and entered the University of St. 
Andrews in 1672, taking his degree in 1675. 
Subsequently he may have travelled abroad 
prior to the study of law in Edinburgh. From 
this time onwards till 1689 little is know of his 
life and activities, but it is certain that his classi- 
cal studies were not neglected, and that he must 
have had considerable "practice in versifica- 
tion." An ardent Royalist, he joined Dundee 
at Dudhope in 1689, and followed the fortunes 
of his kinsman and leader during the campaign 
which ended at Killiccrankie. He shortly after- 
wards returned to Arbroath, where he penned 
bis famous Latin epic The manuscript has 
been preserved since, at least, 1742 in the Advo- 
cates' Library, Edinburgh. The present edition, 
embodying the original Latin, with a sympa- 
thetic translation by Canon Murdoch, was pub- 
lished by the Scottish History Society in 1888. 

* 

614 The Family and Name Michie. — Can any 
reader kindly inform me what is the origin of the 
family of Michie, and the derivation of the name ? 

Ed. 

6x5. William Stewart, King's Remem- 
brancer. — Who was William Stewart (or Stuart), 
King's Remembrancer for Scotland ? He died about 
1768, and married a daughter of George Cheyne, 
the original ** Banting." MacG. G. 



616. Representatives of Viscount Limerick. 
— Can any one kindly say who are the present repre- 
sentatives of the " Right Hon. James Hamilton, 
Lord Viscount Limerick, of the Kingdom ot 
Ireland"? He was alive in 1745, and seems to 
have lived in Britain. MacG. G. 

617. A Coal Mine near Aberdeen. — The 
GentlemafCs Magazine for 1761 (p. 536) says : — " A 
very fine coal mine has lately been discovered near 
the city of Aberdeen : the first ever discovered in 
the North of Scotland." Where was it— and is it ? 

J. B. 

618. Murdochs Mentioned in the Poll 
Book, 1696.— Will Mr. J. F. Kellas Johnstone 
favour me with the names of the above in extenso, 
particularly those of Towie, Glenbuchat, Strathdon, 
and adjoining districts, and, if there are not many, the 
whole contained therein ? Robert Murdoch. 

6x9. Gordon and Ruthven. — Baird says that 
Catharine Ruthven, daughter to the Provost of Perth 
(who was brother to the Earl of Gowrie), was mother 
to Jean Gordon, daughter to Abergeldie. I find no- 
where in reliable record a Gordon of Abergeldie 
marrying a Ruthven. Can any one help me ? 

MacG. G. 

620. Inchdrewer Castle. — A short notice re- 
lating to this castle and its occupants would be 
appreciated. How long has it been in ruins ? The 
Aberdeen Journal of i8th January this year an- 
nounces that a fine water-colour drawing of it was 
done by Mr. C. J. Davidson, Shore Street, Macduff, 
and found a ready purchaser. 

Robert Murdoch. 

621. Gordon of Dunkintib and Oliver 
Spence —Spalding, in his History of the Troubles,'* 
relates that upon the 13th of March [1637] Alex- 
ander Gordon of Dunkintie rashly slew by a shot 
Oliver Spence, without any just cause ; he disposed 
of his estate, and passed out of the kingdom. " Are 
any further details of this incident known ? Is any- 
thing known of Oliver Spence ? Is there any ground 
for supposing that he was resident in the parish of 
Inveravon? H. D. McW. 

622. Hogmanay (ist S., III., 139). -What does 
the word •* Hogmanay" mean? asks the Aberdeen 
Journal of 28th December last year. Though the 
derivation of the Scottish name for the eve of New 
Year's Day is usually considered a mystery, a writer 
in the Taller gives an interesting opinion regarding 
its origin. ** Scots,'* he says, ** being a * gran* andre- 
leegious * nation, will be shocked to learn that they 
celebrate a pagan festival. The people of Babylon 
held at this time of year the feast of the ' Numberer/ 
or moon god, and the feast was known by the 
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Chaldaic term *■ Hogmanai \" Such an explanation 
is interesting ; but how did the word and the custom 
reach Scotland ? Robert Murdoch. 

623. Murdochs in Mossat of Kildrummy. — 
Mr. Robert Murdoch, in Fyke, Insch, formerly of 
Petersfield, Insch, informs me that about 1845 there 
were in Kildrummy two brothers, John and Alex- 
ander Murdoch, carrying on a joinery business 
there. They left for the Huntly district. They 
were related to the Murdochs of Boat of Towie, 
latterly of Glenbuchat and Strathdon. The precise 
relationship I cannot ascertain. These Boat of 
Towie Murdochs may be summarised thus : — 

Robert Murdoch, 
before 1700, had a son and daughter, 



Robert, Margaret, 

whose descendants I have pretty full notes about. 
Margaret was a cook at Glenbuchat Castle during 
the Jacobite rebellion of 1745, when the last Gordon 
occupied it She was not married, as far as the 
writer can trace. Any information, however small, 
will be appreciated. Robert Murdoch. 

624. Pike Family. — I find several references to 
this family in the General Index to Dodsley^s 
Annual Register, from its commencement in 1758 
to the year 1819, page 490. London : 1826. The 
following interest me especially : — 

Lyon Pike, Annual Register, XLVI., 826. 

Miss Pike, II II , XLIIL, 14, 31. 

Those original volumes are not accessible to me. 
Will any reader have the kindness to elucidate the two 
references given ? Who were Lyon Pike and Miss 
Pike ? Eugene F. McPike. 

Chicago, U.S. 

625. John Gordon, Merchant, Gibraltar. — 
Who was this John ? Did he belong to the Lettoch 
family ? He married at Edinburgh, August 19, 
1809, Miss Reid, Aberdeen (Scots Magazine). He 
had a son. In Mr. P. J. Anderson's list we read : — 
** Gulielmus [Rob. ] Gordon, filius Johannis, mercatoris 
in Gibraltar," as being a bajan and semi at Marischal 
College in 1826, 1827. A note is added that this 
youth became a solicitor at Keith. Was his name 
William or Robert ? John, of Gibraltar, died before 
October i, 1839, on which date his daughter, Mary 
Ann, married, at Aberdeen, D. Gordon Stuart — {Aber- 
deen Journal), J. M. B. 

626. A Gordon-Achnach Marriage. — -The 
marriage of the writer's great-grand-parents is 
entered in the Knockando Parochial Registers as 
follows : — ** 1786. May 9th. George Gordon and 
Elspet Achnach, Tarishioners, married." The 
couple resided at Gortons, in the Kirdels district of 
the parish. I should be glad of any information re- 



specting the families from whom they were respec- 
tively descended. The name Achnach is stated to 
have been one of the Grant aliases ("New Stat. 
Acc. Scot., Elgin," p. 72), and, when in Knockando 
only last month, I ascertained that families who, 
within the memory of an aged relative, were known 
by the name of Achnach, are now called Grant 
What docs the appellation Achnach signify ? Has 
it been found in other parishes ? H. D. McW. 

627. Murdochs Graduates of University 
AND King's College.— Further information desired 
of the undernoted Murdochs extracted from a " List 
of Officers and Graduates, MVD.— MDCCCLX." 
Edited by P. J. Anderson, M.A., LL.B., for the New 
Spalding Club, 1893. They are all Master of Arts 

1684. July 8. Murchison, Duncan, p. 213. 

1714. April 15. Murdoch, Alexander, p. 221. 

1765. March 31. Murdoch, Alexander, Aber- 
deen, p. 245. 

1797. March 30. Murdoch, John, Morayshire, 
p. 265. 

1840. March. Murdoch, John, Mortlach. p. 294, 

Hutton Prize; Min., F.C., Grange. 
1850. March. Murdoch, William, Elgin, p. 302. 

Schoolhouse, Milton, Campsie. 
1857. March. Murdoch, William, Mortlach, p. 
309. Schoolhouse, Lymington. 
The Christian names of the above are just like those 
of my own ancestors. Robert Murdoch. 

628. Mr. Lawrance, Farmer, Maud. — Mr. John 
Milne, Atherb, Maud, in his small brochure entitled 
** The Making of a Buchan Farm," states:—*' In the 
end of the last century, while lying in old lea, this 
land had been acquired by a Mr. Lawrance, who 
ploughed it up, limed it, and reaped from it fourteen 
crops of oats in succession. At first it bore heavy 
crops, but every year the crops grew poorer, till they 
were not sufficient to repay cultivation, and for many 
years the land lay untilled" (p. 14). Will the same 
gentleman (who, I think, is a subscriber to S. N, 
Q.), or others, tell us something more about Mr. 
Lawrance, the farmer, and his kin. My ancestors 
were originally farmers. I have some gaps in my 
•* genealogical tree " which I should like to fill in. 
The district of Fetterangus, Maud, etc., was once 
the home of many bearing the surname Lawrance, 
all of whom, I believe, are related to my section. 
Some say they originally came from Spain (several 
were very dark skinned), and others, from Denmark. 

Robert Murdoch. 

629. Families of Vipont, Mortimer, and 
Bbthune. — I should be glad to obtain any informa- 
tion, or references to where such may be found, on 
the Viponts or Mortimers of Aberdour, Fife, or of 
these families in Scotland. Also on the Bethune or 
Beton family: " Bethune's line of Picardie," when 
and where they first appeared in Scotland. 

I Summerbank, W. Saunders. 

Edinburgh. 



Digitized by Google 



Vol. VII. 2ndSERiES.l SCOTT/Sff NOTES AND QUERIES 



47 



Httdwers. 



224. Bishop Gilbert Burnett's Descendants 
(2nd S., IV., 58, 80). — There were apparently de- 
scendants, for Mr. J. Balfour Paul, in v^riting an 
obituary notice of George Burnett, Esqr, LL.D., 
advocate, Lyon King-of Arms, who died on January 
23, iSgo, said George Burnett belonged to the 
Kemnay branch of the Burnetts of Leys, of which 
the two best-known members- are Gilbert Burnett, 
Bishop of Salisbury, the adviser of William III., and 
the author of the well-known history; and Lord 
Monboddo, the eccentric Scottish judge, whose 
alleged belief that human beings were born with 
tails is his last, though probably his most popular 
claim to distinction. The late Lyon King was born 
in 1822, and admitted to the Scottish Bar in 1845. 
At the time of his death he had almost finished a 
work on the Great Seals of Scotland, while a history 
of his own family —for the Spalding Club — was in an 
advanced state of preparation. Other appreciative 
notes from the same pen will be found in The 
Genealogist^ new series, Vol. VL, Part 4, pp. 213-15, 
1890. * Robert Murdoch. 

383-3861 Blair Family (2nd S , VI., 30).— One 
of your correspondents has written me about John 
and James Blair, who are said to have migrated to 
America, and, finally, to have settled in Chicago, 
about the year 1830. I quote below from a letter, 
dated at Chicago. June 5, 1905, from Mr. Will Gale, 
historiographer of the Society of Sons and Daughters 
of Pioneers of Chicago :— 

"There may exist evidence of the presence in 
Chicago ol Messrs. John and James Blair as early as 
1830 or thereabout, but I would not know where to 
look for record thereof. The first Blair of whom I 
have knowledge was George, a tailor, partner of 
Edward Manierre (firm name, Manierre & Blair), 
at 43 Clark Street, 1839 and thereabout. During 
the early 'Forties, this Mr. Blair's son, George 
Washington, was a schoolmate of mine. The family 
lived many years at 260 State Street, where Claudius, 
brother of George W., was born, March 24, 1838, 
and whose home is now at 3,838 Rhodes Avenue, 
Chicago." 

The surname . Blair is, naturally, to be found in the 
published histories of Chicago, but Mr. Claudius 
Blair, in a letter dated June 12, 1905, says : — 

**I cannot throw any light on the existence of 
John or James Blair, who, you claim, settled in 
Chicago in 1830. My father's name was George 
Blair. He arrived in Chicago August 4, 1835." 

More diligent search (for which I have not as yet 
had opportunity) might develop living descendants, 
in America, of the two brothers, John and James 
Blair, or, at least, establish their existence. 

Chicago, U.S. E. F. McPike. 

530. An Old Seal op Aberoben (2nd S., VI., 
109 ; VII., 32). — As its legend shows, this is the 
seal ot the Commissary Court of Aberdeen. An ex- 
cellent account of Commissary Courts will be found 
in Mr. M. Livingstone's recent work, '* A Guide to 



the Public Records of Scotland deposited in H.M. 
General Register House, Edmburgh," p. 106 ; but a 
brief summary may be given here. Previous to the 
Reformation, an extensive civil jurisdictioh was 
claimed and exercised by the Church through its 
bishops' or Consistorial Courts. The bishops com- 
mitted the actual discharge of their judicial functions 
in this wide field to competent ecclesiastics, gener- 
ally notaries and bachelors in decreets, or Masters 
in both laws " (canon and civil), who were technically 
called "Officials" or commissaries. The districts 
(**commissariots") in which the courts exercised 
their powers coincided with the limits of the 
bishoprics. In 1560 the jurisdiction of the bishops 
and the Court of Rome were swept away, and in 
1563-4 new commissaries were appointed by Queen 
Mary in the several dioceses. Other commissariots 
were afterwards erected in various districts which 
had never been episcopal sees. They continued to 
be the proper powers for the confirmation and ad- 
ministration of moveable estates, and for matrimonial 
causes and actions for slander. Appeal was com- 
petent to the Court of Session by advocation pr 
reduction. By a series of enactments commencing 
in 1809, various changes were made in the constitu- 
tion and jurisdiction of Commissary Courts, ending 
with the Sheriff Court Act of 1876, by which they 
were abolished, and their whole remaining powers 
and jurisdiction transferred to the Sheriff Courts. 
The jurisdiction in actions relating; to marriage, 
separation, divorce, and legitimacy had been trans- 
ferred, in 1830, to the Court of Session, and in cases 
of aliment to the Sheriff Court. 

The Aberdeen seal evidently dates from the reign 
of Queen Anne. The Stirling seal (an impression of 
which I enclose) is much older. The legend, in 
Gothic capitals, is: S. OFFICII. COMMISS. 
STIRLINENSIS. This seal must have been 
cut for the use of the Official or Commissary ap- 
pointed by Queen Mary in 1563-4, and it is interest- 
ing to find that it is still used for Commissariot 
documents instead of the modern embossed seal. It 
is made of brass, half an inch thick, and has holes 
drilled at the back, probably for a handle to use in 
stamping or impressing on wax. It is now stamped 
on deeds by means of a copying press. The size, 
as will be seen, corresponds with the Aberdeen seal. 
I am unable to explain the numeral VII. on the 
latter ; it may be the number of the Aberdeen Com- 
missariot on the ofHcial general register in Edin- 
burgh. W. B. Cook. 

Stirling. 

546. LiTHGOw Family (2nd S., VI., 174). — An o 
account of the Scotsman, William Lithgow (1609-40), 
appears in *• The Romance of History," by Herbert 
Greehough Smith (London, 1891): see pages 166- 
89. - Another account of a William Lithgow is in 
the "Dictionary of National Biography," xxxiii., 359- 
61. The latter is said to have been born at Lanark 
in 1582, and died about 1645. The surname is com- 
paratively rare in America, but I have no doubt that 
careful investigation will result in the discovery of 
many persons so named in this country. 

Chicago, U.S. E. F. McPike. 
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582. RuTHVEN Family (2nd S., VI., 173).— 
Lady Beatrix Ruthven, as wife of Sir John Home of 
Coldingham, is said by Douglas to have had three 
sons — Sir James, John, and Henry. Sir James was 
father of the third Earl of Home. M *G. -G. 

o 600. The Lords Forbes and the " Bush of 
Kaitness" (2nd S , VII., 13).— "From the Cairne 
of Mounte to the Bush of Kaitness," " From 
Maidenkirk to John o* Groats," "From Dan even 
to Beersheba " are evidently correlative expressions 
defining territory over which a certain jurisdiction 
extends. The authority of Lord Forbes covered the 
district reaching from the Cairn o* Mount in Kin- 
cardineshire to some part of Caithness called the 
" Bush of Kaitness." Jamieson*s ** Scottish Diction- 
ary" gives a word "busch," **bus," or "bushe," 
meaning (i) a large kind of boat used for the herring 
fishing; (2) a small ship. The phrase Bush of 
Kaitness" may therefore mean that the power of 
Lord Forbes extended from Cairn o* Mount (an off- 
shoot of the Grampians) to the sea forming the 
northern boundary of Caithness. S. 

602. William Dunbar, Factor to Lord Find- 
later (2nd S., VII., 13). — The Rev. Abercfomby 
Gordon, M.A., minister ol Banff, son of the Rev. 
Harie Gordon, minister of Ardersier, married Janet, 
daughter of William Dunbar of Nether Buckie. He 
died in 1821, aged sixty-three, leaving a daughter 
Janet — possibly the "Janet Gordon" to whom the 
query refers. W. 

603. The Brooch of Lorn (2nd S., VI., 78, 95, 
III; VII., 13). — There is at least one reference to 
the Brooch of Lorn previous to 1793. It is men- 
tioned in Pennant's " Tours in Scotland in 1769 and 
1772," published in London in 1776 in 3 vols. I have 
not heard of any pamphlet on Robert the Bruce 
printed about 200 years ago, unless it be Harvey's 
** History of Robert Bruce," published in Edinburgh 
in 1729. Later editions of that work contain no refer- 
ence to the Brooch. It is said, however, that the 
first printed edition differed materially from other 
later editions. A much earlier mention of the cele- 
brated jewel than any ot the above is indicated in 
Lord Archibald Campbell's *' Records of Argyll," p. 
513. S. 

605. Lanark Larimer Day (2nd S., VII., 30). — 
"Larimer" is probably a popular corruption of 
" lorimer," signifying a maker of spurs, a saddler, a 
bit-maker, as Holinshed defines it. Every year at 
Lanark a " riding of the marches " takes place, when 
the magistrates and other officials, attended by the 
town drummer, form a procession, and proceed on 
horseback round the burgh marches. Among other 
amusements engaged in on the occasion is a race 
for a pair of spurs, which perhaps gives rise to the 
name "Larimer Day." I hardly think, however, 
the title can be very common to describe the Lanark 
" riding of the marches." S. 



6x2. "The Real Mackay" (2iid S., VIL, 31). 
— Dr. Milne is, of course, poking fun at the readers 
ot S. N. &* Q. when he suggests that Y Mackay (as 
the name of one of the Mackay chiefs sometimes 
appears in old writers) stands for Ye Mackay, or 
The Mackay ; but as some people may take what 
he says seriously, it may perhaps be well to state 
that Y is simply the old phonetic rendering of Aoidh, 
or Hugh, a name ot frequent occurrence among the 
Mackays, and is, in fact, equivalent to the " ay " at 
the end of the clan name, which was sometimes 
written MackY. As to the expression " The Real 
Mackay," I have seen it traced to a brand of whisky, 
as distilled and advertised by one of the clan. 

Geddes, Nairn. A. M. M. 

* 

Xiterature. 



Ingatherings^ by William Cadenhead. Aber- 
deen: William Smith, The Bon-Accord Press. 
1905. [28 + 232 pp., cr. 8vo.] 

This happily-titled volume will be heartily 
welcomed by the numerous admirers of the 
graceful verses of their late amiable author. 
The pieces are of varying merit, and although 
they utter " nothing base," we think the editor 
would have been well advised had he sub-edited 
more freely those below the average quality of 
the author's work. Mr. Cadenhead's muse was 
happy and homely, and anon suggestive of a 
cultured mind. His portrait adorns an other- 
wise tasteful and desirable volume. 

* 
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Epochs of Scottish Church History. Cr. 8vo. Net, 
2S. 6d. St. Giles' Printing Co. 

Courtney, Wm. Prldeau. A Register of National 
Bibliography. 2 vols. Demy Svo. Net, 31s. 6d. 
(Contains several references to S. iV. 6* ^.) 

Constable. 

Harvey, William. Picturesque Ayrshire. 4to. 
Net, 2S. 6d. Valentine, Dundee. 

Kilg:our, William T. Twenty Years on Ben 
Nevis. With 32 Illustrations. Cr. Svo. Net, 
IS. 6d. and 2s. 6d. Gardner. 

Maclennan, Roderick. The Highlander in Anec- 
dote and Story. Cr. Svo. Net, is. and 2s. 6d. 

Eneas Mackay. 
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FRASERBURGH ONE HUNDRED AND 
FIFTY YEARS AGO. 
Mr. John Cranna, harbour treasurer, Fraser- 
burgh, delivered a lecture on Thursday, the 2nd 
of February last, to the members of the Literary 
Society on "Some Local History." Mr. Cranna 
based bis lecture principally on the records of 
the old Barony Court of Fraserburgh, whose 
minutes begin in 1746, and from which he gave 



some most amusing extracts. The lecturer gave 
an excellent description of the manner of life in 
Fraserburgh 150 years ago, and showed the 
simplicity of the people's ways then, as com- 
pared with those of the present time. He 
pointed out that the Tolbooth, which was the 
local palace of justice and jail combined, stood 
on the site of the present Town House, and that 
the town's stocks, in which prisoners used to be 
confined, had only recently disappeared. The 
lecturer gave much interestmg information about 
old customs, especially those prevailing among 
the fishermen of Broadsea, which in the olden 
days was known only by the name of Seatown. 
It was always understood, when crews were 
arranged, that each fisherman brought his part 
of the sail or other furnishing of a boat with 
him, which property was returned to him at the 
end of the season. Again, at a fishing which 
was called "the great-line shots," a term now 
completely obsolete, but which, no doubt, stood 
for " the shooting of the great lines," or, more 
simply, "great-line fishing," each boat's crew 
had Its own particular area at sea set apart 
wherein to cast their lines, and no other crew 
would have thought of intruding on their neigh- 
bour's ground ; poachers had to pay a smart 

e^nalty. It was shown that the fishing at 
roadsea, up to the end of the 17th century at 
least, was let by the superior to a tacksman. 
The latter supplied most of the boats to the 
fishermen, and in return they paid the tacksman 
one-sixth of the value of their catches. The 
fishermen systematically tried to cheat the tacks- 
man, and the Barony Court officials had their 
hands continually full of complaints on the sub- 
ject, the fishermen being adequately punished 
on every occasion. The records revealed the 
fact that dog-fishing was once prosecuted at 
Fraserburgh and Broadsea as a regular industry, 
and that the fishermen had to give so many fish 
weekly, which was known as " teind fish." These 
fish were what the fishermen had to contribute 
towards the parish minister's stipend ; but they 
treated the minister's interests as they did that 
of the tacksman's, by persistently neglecting to 
take the minister's fish to "the teind bam"— so 
long the joiner's shop of the late Dean of Guild 
M*Allan. 
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THE FAMILY OF BALLOCH. 



Mr. Millar, of Dundee, has suggested that my 
researches into the history of the Bulloch family . 
"will have been seriously complicated and 
somewhat reduced in value" because I have 
taken "Bulloch" as synonymous with "Bal- 
loch." He goes on to say — " If * Stirlingshire 
was the cradle of the race,* as Mr. Bulloch sug- 
gests, then it is more probable that they [the 
BuUochs] were settlers from the south than that 
they crossed the Highland line and lost their 
Celtic characteristics." 

It is not I who have invented the identity of 
"Bulloch" and "Balloch." The Baldernock 
parish registers invariably spell the name " Bal- 
loch" until about 1740, when for some reason 
the spelling "Bulloch" was adopted. But at 
least one Stirlingshire family still retains the 
name Balloch. A member of this family is the 
distinguished American soldier. General George 
Williamson Balloch ; while a branch of the same 
family is represented in London by a dis- 
tinguished Admiralty lawyer, Mr. Robert Hugh 
Balloch, of 8 Fig Tree Court, Temple. The 
former, writing to me from Washington, April 
15, 1905, says — " I am a ' Balloch,' and proud of 
my descent from the Lord of the Isles, and it is 
to me one of the mysteries how the name ever 
became changed to Bulloch." Let me give the 
GeneraPs descent : — 

James Balloch was born in the parish of St 
Ninians, Stirlingshire, about 1764. He had a bro- 
ther John, glovemaker, who settled in London, and 
a cousin, Andrew Earl. James when a lad was 
taken to Edinburgh, where he was brought up by 
his aunt, Margaret Balloch, who had married George 
Williamson. He was apprenticed to a distiller, and 
went to America in 1790, landing at Boston after a 
passage of thirty days. He was accompanied by 
his cousin, Janet Balloch, who was going out with 
several grown-up daughters to join her husband, 
Alexander Ralston, who had preceded her, establish- 
ing a business in Boston. He finally settled in 
Keene, N.H., where he died. Mrs. Ralston was a 
woman of marked ability and strength of character, 
Her daughter Jeannette married the Hon. Ithamar 
Chase of Cornish, N.H., and became the mother of 
Chief- Justice Salmon P. Chase, ** who inherited from 
his grandmother, Janet Balloch, many of those 
sterling qualities for which the Scotch are so dis- 
tinguished" {Scottish-American Journal of 1873). 
Mrs. Ralston was accompanied on the voyage west 
by her nephew, James Balloch, then a boy of six, 
who was alive in 1873, and whose son, Robert A. 
Balloch, is now a clerk in the Pension Office at 
Washington. 

James Balloch (born about 1764) eventually settled 
in Cornish, and carried on a distillery business (mak- 
ing gin) with Ithamar Chase, who had married his 



cousin's daughter, Jeannette Ralston. He eventu- 
ally bought a farm lying on the Connecticut River, 
and became one of the best farmers of the district. 
He had ^'all the Scots characteristics of thrift, 
charity, and integrity, was a fine singer, and had a 
great fund of quaint sayings and dry, pawky 
humour." He died Feb. 27, 183 1. About 1776 he 
had married Sarah, daughter of Samuel Chase. She 
died Nov. 26, 1840, aged 65. They had 

1 James. 

2 George Williamson : bom at Cornish Dec 26, 
1798; died at Windsor, Vermont. Sept. 2, 1870. 
*' Physically he was a Hercules, being six feet 
three inches in height, and weighing when in his 
prime 350 pounds." He married, at Claremont, 
N.H., in Sept., 1824, Amanda West (born at St, 
Albans, Vermont, June 23, 1798 ; died in Wash- 
ington Dec. 22, 1876). They had 

(1) George Williamson: born Dec. 3, 1825. 

(2) Edwin West: born August i, 1827. He 
married Caroline B. Hilliard, of North Charles- 
town, N.H., Aug. 7, 1848, and died at Cornish 
Oct I, 1849, leaving a son 

(i.) James Edwin, who died a few years 
years ago at New Bedford, Mass., where bis 
mother is still (1905) living. 

(3) James Roderick: born April 15, 1829. He 
married Abby Harlow, Cornish. N.H., June 6, 
1856 (born June 6, 1834; died Sept. 28, 1876), 
and died at Laurence, Mass., July 17, 1868. 
They had 

(i.) Frank Harlow. 

(ii.) James Edwin : now dead. 

(iil) Annie West. 

(iv.) Abby Herrick: now dead. 

3 Francis Aallan. 

4 Charles. 

5 William. 

6 Margaret. 

7 Mary. 

8 Sarsdi. 

9 Janet : died in infancy. 

George Williamson Balloch was born in Clare- 
mont, Sullivan County, N.H., Dec. 3, 1825. He 
entered Norwich University, Norwich, Vermont, 
Sept. 8, 1844, " working his way by teaching school 
in winter and labouring in the harvest fields during 
the summer." From 1847 to 1850 he was in the 
engineer corps of the Sullivan Railway. He re- 
mained in the railway business until April, 1858, 
when he joined a drug and grocery business, in 
which he continued for three years. Early in Sept., 
1861, he opened an office to recruit for the 5th N.H. 
Volunteers, the " Fighting Fifth," which lost more 
men in killed and wounded than any other regiment 
in the Union army. He got his commission as first 
lieutenant Oct 12, 1861, and saw a good deal of 
fighting. He was breveted brigadier-general March 
13* 1865, for " meritorious service." After the war 
he was appointed an inspector in the Subsistence 
Department, with the rank and pay ot a lieut.-coL 
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of cavalry. He was the only volunteer commissary 
to receive that honour. He was afterwards made 
Commissioner of Freedmen's Bureau, and served in 
that office till Oct. ii, 1871, disbursing during that 
time over 20 million dollars. He was then for three 
years superintendent of streets in Washington, and 
for the last five- and- twenty years has conducted a 
claims, patent, and insurance business. He is a 
Republican in politics and a staunch Congregation - 
alist. The Somersworth Free Press, N.H. (Aug. 15, 
1902), describes him as *'a noted singer of Scotch 
songs. The Scotch vernacular comes to him natur- 
ally.*' He is a great Freemason. His portrait was 
presented by Judge Wells, in 1902, to be hung in 
the police court at Somersworth, of which the 
General was the first justice. He married, April 18, 
1849, at Charlestown, N.H., Martha Jane Palmer 
(born May 4, 1823 ; died March 3, 1900). They had 

George Stuart: born May 23, 1853. 

Gillie Palmer : born Sept. 18, 1855, and died Oct 
II, 1855. 

Edward Arthur : born Jan. 2, 1857. 

Herbert Webster : born July 21, 1858 ; died April 
19. 1873- 

Martha Louisa : born Feb. 14, 1850 ; died June 
27, 1854. 

Mary Lincoln: bom Dec. 5, i860. 

Mr. Robert Hugh Balloch [the Generars dis- 
tant kinsman), barrister, of 8 Fig Tree Court, 
London, tells me that his grandfather, 

Balloch, owned a small property called Peat- 
hill, in or near Kilsyth; married Ann (?) Gourlay, 
daughter of the minister of Balfour, and died about 
60 or 70 years ago." They had a large family, all 
of whom died without leaving issue, except the 
youngest, 

Robert Balloch. He had three cousins of his 
own name — John Balloch and two sisters — all un- 
married. He married Isabella Brownrigg, of the 
village of Temple Sowerby, Westmoreland. They 
had 

1 Robert Gourlay Balloch : died aged five. 

2 John Brownrigg Balloch : married Minnie 
Dudgeon, who is dead, and has two sons and a 
daughter. 

3 Arthur Colquhoun Balloch : married Ethel 
Helen Hoskins Martin, and has three daughters 
and a son, 

Humphry Balloch. 

4 Robert Hugh Balloch : barrister. He was 
called to the bar of the Inner Temple Jan. 28, 
1889. 

5 Gideon Balloch. 

6 Agnes Boyd Balloch : married Professor 
Isaac Balfour (born 1853), King's Botanist in 
Scotland, and has issue. 

7 Ella Balloch : married Robert Cowan, and 
has issue. 

8 Beatrice Balloch : married Charles Dal- 
rymple Gairdner, C.A., Glasgow, and has one 
daughter and three sons. 



I have already shown that the name Balloch 
is known in Aberdeenshire. In Dr. Littlejohn's 
splendid " Records of the Sheriff Court of Aber- 
deen," I find (page 74), under date Oct. 4, 1503, 
that Patsy Bailow {a/tas Ballauche) gave evi- 
dence in a dispute between John Gordon of 
Lurgan and Robert Calder of Asswanley. There 
was a Janet Balloch in the parish of Rothiemay 
in 1704. 

J. M. Bulloch. 



Aberdeen Maps and Views (2nd S., VII., 
25). — TAe Girdle Rock, — It is mentioned in a 
book called **The Navigation of James V." 
which was prepared for his use, and not com- 
piled by his pilot after the voyage. I believe 
not one in a thousand of the citizens of Aber- 
deen ever saw the Girdle Rock, but it is some- 
times visible at spring tides at the equinoxes. 
It is nearly in a line with the new sewer outfall 
after it leaves the Penstock House. Hardweird, 
— One difficulty with this word is the spelling of 
it. Should it be Hardweird or Hard Weir? 
Assuming that it ends in d^ it must be composed 
of "ard,'* Gaelic for height or summit, and 
" uird," the genitive of " ord," steep ascent of a 
hill. The meaning of the name seems to be the 
steep brae of the Gilcomston Hill, which, how- 
ever, is not quite apposite to a street at the 
foot of the brae. The form Hard Weir would 
mean the summit of the land, taking "uir" as 
the genitive of uir," land, earth. This is not 
more appropriate than the former, and is not to 
be preferred. A well in Strachan, near the 
watershed of the Grampians, is called Tipper- 
weir, and here " weir ^ must be from " ord," so 
Hardweird may be held to be the proper form. 

is a letter prefixed to a word beginning with 
a vowel to make it easier pronounced. It is 
done in Gaelic. It was done in the change 
fiom Latin to French. ** Octo," eight, became 
first "huict," now it is "huit." In Scotch names 
it was prefixed partly for this reason, partly to 
change " ard ^ into " hard," which was a word in 
Scotch. It was done in the name Hardbedlam, 
in New Deer, and in Hardgate, which is not 
hard, near New Pitsligo. FialL — Looking in 
" Book of Bon-Accord" to see if there were any 
notice of Hardweird in it, I came upon an extract 
from Blind Harry, in which the words " fiall ser- 
wandis" occur. A note explains "feill" as several. 
It occurs frequently in the Court Book of the 
Hammermen of Aberdeen in the sense of a 
journeyman living with his master for board and 
bounty or fee, and in Blind Harry it must mean 
what would be called now a domestic servant. 

John Milne, LL.D. 
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FAMILIES OF VIPONT, MORTIMER, 
AND BETHUNE. 
{2nd S., K//., 46.) 

Mr. Saunders may find the following random 
notes regarding the families he inquires about in 
last month's issue of Scottish Notes and Queries 
of some interest : — 

o Vipont. — The family of Vipont (Latinised de 
Vetereponte) was one of the most noted of the 
historical Anglo-Norman houses in Scotland. 
The lordship of Aberdour in Fife passed from 
their possession with an heiress, the wife of Alan 
Mortimer. A branch of the family for some 
time possessed Carriden. The heiress married 
a Cockbum, and their descendants quartered the 
Vipont arms. The surname is now almost ex- 
tinct in Scotland, but in 1895 R^v. David A. 
Vipont was selected to succeed that eminent 
divine, Mr. Jacob Primmer, in the "pastorate" 
of Townhill Established Church, Dunfermline. 

Mortimer. — A genealogy of the Anglo-Norman 
house of Mortimer, particularl>r of the Aberdeen- 
shire branch of Craigievar, is badly needed. 
With the wealth of material at hand, it should 
not be difficult to compile. A cadet of the Aber- 
dour stock (see Vipont) acquired Fowlis in 
Perthshire. Janet, the heiress of Sir Roger 
Mortimer, carried the estate to her husband. Sir 
Andrew Gray of Broxmouth. Their son Andrew 
was the first (not second) Lord Gray — creation 
1445. The marriage referred to probably took 
place about 1400. Prior to that date, the lady's 
kinsman, Bernard Mortimer, was in possession 
of Craigievar, which remained with his descend- 
ants for over two centuries. Although Craigievar 
was not so large then as at present, the family 
were also for a considerable time owners of 
Auquhorties. Roger Mortimer, the last laird, 
began to build Craigievar Castle, with the result 
that in 16 10 he was obliged to sell the estate to 
William Forbes of Menie, the ancestor of the 
present proprietor. Roger had a large family. 
A daughter, Janet, is said to have married James 
Forbes of Corsindae, while a son, Roger, " ac- 
quired land near Kincardine O'Neil." The latter 
was probably father of William Mortimer of 
Glencat, apparently a "squire of low degree," in 
the estimation of the 1696 Poll clerk for Birse, 
who somewhat tartly records that the said 
William " will classe himself no otherwayes but 
as ane gentleman." 

The ruined laird's other sons are believed to 
have " established " themselves as farmers in the 
Vale of Alford, where there were almost as many 
Mortimers as Clerihues in 1696. Mr. William 
Mortimer, Old Keig, is now the only agriculturist 
of the name in the district He, better than many. 



deserves the name of "gentleman farmer,* al- 
though asserting no claim to ancestral greatness. 

Craigievar threw out several branches. Patrick 
Mortimer of Enzie was an important man in the 
beginning of the 17th century, and a family of 
the name, which registered arms about 1680, for 
long owned Auchinbady, in the parish of Alvah, 
near Banff. George Mortimer, the last laird, 
died in 1 7 16, leaving as CO- heiresses twodaughters, 
one of whom married David Erskine, a shoe- 
maker, and the other, Thomas Keir, a king's 
trumpeter. 

The late Edward Mortimer, solicitor in Banff, 
and agent for the Earls of Fife, belonged to a 
Fochabers family (see " Chronicles of Keith and 
Grange"). The only landed proprietor of the 
name now in the North is the present Mr. 
Edward Mortimer, M.A., J.P., of Inverugie (part 
of the forfeited Duffus estate), who has a rental 
of over a thousand a year. The estate was pur- 
chased by his father, Peter, a wood merchant in 
Aberdeen. James Lumsden (of the Cushny 
stock) sometime a farmer in Belhelvie, married 
Mary Mortimer, of Aberdeen, one of the heirs 
of John Farquhar of Fonthill Abbey, and about 
1830 bought the estate of Auchry. 

In addition to the foregoing, there were in 
various parts of the country the Mortimers of 
Flemington, Balbreich, Wambeth (?), and others. 
Much more information could be collected from 
the publications of the Old and New Spalding 
Clubs, particularly the volumes dealing with the 
topography, history, and antiquities of Aber- 
deenshire. 

Bethune. — The family of Beaton or Bethune 
was in Scotland by 1165. Whence they came 
is a matter of conjecture — as likely Picardy as 
anywhere else. The earliest settlement was in 
Forfarshire, and testimony of their presence 
there is still given by the place-name Ethie- 
bethune. The Bethunes, however, are best 
known through their connection with Fifeshire, 
notably as lairds of Balfour and Creich, and, 
latterly, of Blebo and Nydie. All Beatons, how- 
ever, are not of the " true stock. For the same 
reason that many Bartletts became Barclays, 
numerous Beatties, without doubt, changed their 
surname to Beaton. It is improbable, also, that 
the Sutherland Bethunes or the Inverness 
Beatons have any connection with the ori^nal 
family. Certainly, the English Beetons have 
not. Bethune is another of the Scottish sur- 
names that our friends in the South habitually 
mispronounce. J. F. George. 

For information concerning the Viponts and 
Mortimers, consult Anderson*8 ** Scottish Nation," 
Vol. in. ; Sibbald's** History ofFife and Kinross"; 
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Leigh ton's "County of Fife from Earliest Period 
to Present Time," 3 vols.; Ross's "Aberdour 
and Inchcolme " ; and The New Statistical Account 
of Scotland," VoL IX. For the name Bethune, re- 
ference may be made to Anderson's "Scottish 
Nation," Vol. I.; as also to Fqster's "M.P.'sfor 
Scotland"; Conolly's Eminent Men ol Fife" (to 
a considerable extent a repetition of Anderson) ; and 
Burke's " History of the Commoners," VoL III. 

W. 



THE BUCHAN FIELD CLUB. 



On the loth of August, under the presidency 
of Mr. Gavin Greig, the club turned out in 
strength to examine the recent interment find 
on the farm of Blackhills, Tyrie. Mr. J. F. 
Tocher gave a detailed description of the whole 
circumstances, from which we extract the follow- 
ing summary, as given in the Aberdeen Free 
Press : — 

Briefly, the find consists of a short stone cist (3 
feet long by 2 feet by 2, roughly), in which the 
skeleton of a male adult was found, along with a 
very perfect urn of the *' beaker " class, which lay 
near the cranium. An examination of the position 
of the bones of the skeleton by Professor Reid 
pointed to the fact that the body lay on its left side, 
vdth knees doubled up — a common position for short 
cists. The floor of the cist was paved with pebbles, 
and over the vertebrae were found the decayed re- 
mains of ox-hide and heather. The top of Uie cist 
itself lay about two feet below the surface, and the 
whole structure was surrounded by coarse sand, 
except the upper portion, which consisted of clay. 
Neither flints, flint chippings, nor bronze materials 
of any kind were found in the cist or vicinity. It 
has not been the good fortune of the Buchan Field 
Club until now to inspect and see entire a stone cist 
in this district. The general appearance of the site 
has led those best fitted to judge to suspect that 
there may be other interments in the neighbour- 
hood, and I hope some more digging will take 
place at an early date. Although no bronze was 
found, other considerations lead one to suppose that 
the find is a Bronze Age interment No conclusions 
as to race can be arrived at by any examination of 
the skeleton, or, indeed, of any one skeleton. 



INTERNATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHICAL 
EXCHANGE. 



The world's literature- has reached a point 
where hardly any serious investigation can be 
conducted successfully without co-operative and, 
perhaps, international effort There are, of 
course, some strictly local subjects where the 
foregoing remark does not strongly apply ; but 
take, for example, the general history of the 
Gordon family, which is so fully related in Scot- 



tish Notes and Queries. Here is a surname 
often met in America, where many of those 
bearing if have attained positions of distinction. 
Another instance is the family of Bums, whose 
annals are of widespread interest Two notices 
are appended : — 

Hunt, William. —** The American Biographical 
Sketch-Book": New York, n.d., copyright 1848, 
sm. 4to, 408 pp. Contains (pp. 159-63) an account 
of one Samuel Gordon, born in State of New York, 
April 28, 1802. ** Mr. Gordon is, beyond doubt, a 
lineal descendant of Lord George Gordon." — Ex- 
tract, 

Lanman, Charles.— " Dictionary of the United 
States Congress " : Hartford, 1868, 8vo, 628 pp. 
See p. 245 for a sketch of Asa Lyon, " who is said 
to have been a second cousin of the Scotch poet, 
Robert Burns." 

The writer is not familiar, in detail, with the 
genealogy of the two families named (Gordon 
and Burns), but it occurs to him that in regard 
to them and others there might be some inter- 
esting material found in the United States, which 
could likely be recovered by those concerned, in 
return for similar bibliographical references of 
value to correspondents this side the water. 
Nor is it apparent why such an inlerchange need 
be confined to genealogy. 

I Park Row, Eugene F. McPike, 

Chi Cairo U S Member of the Bibliographical 
^ * ' * Society of America niid of the 
Institut International de Bib- 
liugraphie, hnuseU. 

Stewart or Stuart Family (2nd S., VI., 
59). — An article in The Atkcnceum (noticed 
below) brings again to mind a task that the 
writer has long considered should be performed : 
" Aitken, Robert. The Pedigree of the Bruces. 
The Athenceum^ No. 4,051 (June 17, 1905) : 764." 
A complete bibliography of, or an extensive list 
of references on, the Scottish Royal House of 
Stuart and its noble branches of that name, would 
be very useful. The compilation, however, is 
one that should be undertaken in Scotland. 
There are many published contributions to the 
history and genealogy of the Stuart family, but 
it does not appear that they have ever been 
brought into one collection. Your own columns 
contain many allusions. There have recently 
been published some works on the Scottish 
peerage, etc., that ought to throw new light on 
certain members of the Stewart family. Does 
the above subject appeal to any of your readers ? 

Eugene Fairfield McPike, 
Member of the 
Bibliographical Society of America. 
I Park Row, 

Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A. 
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ABERDEEN PERIODICALS IN. MS. 

1864. Christian Literature,— This paper was the 
work of James Mitchell, an inmate of the Royal 
Asylum, Aberdeen, and produced on behalf ot his 
family circle. One copy that I have examined is 
styled No. CXXXV.. Third Series, No. XL, but it 
is not possible that he wrote so many. As would be 
expected, it deals solely with asylum news, pointing 
out various defects in administration which, in the 
v^iter's opinion, weie needing rectification. This 
paper, which was beautifully written, had, I am 
mformed, a circulation of about 25, written at ir- 
regular intervals on 8vo notepaper. The fourth 
page states that it is printed and published at the 
office of Christian Government Asylum, Aberdeen, 
by James Mitchell. 

1901. Gordon's College Magazine. — Mr. John 
Crai^, M.A., Gordon's College, tells me there are a 
few issues, done by the aid of the cyclostyle and 
handwriting. In the Grammar School Magazine of 
May, 1901, page 165, amongst the " School Notes," 
the editor remarks:— ** We are glad to see that 
Gordon's College has started a magazine. The 
literary talent of that institution will now have full 
scope ; indeed, it is high time that Gordon's had 
some periodical. No school of decent size and 
respectable literary standing should be without one. 
We welcome our young brother heartily, only we 
wish he had been christened *lhe Gordon's Col- 
lege (with or without the addition of * in Aberdeen ') 
Magazine,' instead of The Schoolboy's Realm." 

Robert Murdoch. 
* 

Ben Lawkrs.—As I attacked this " redoubt- 
able " Perthshire mountain al6ng with my fellow- 
mountaineers of the Cairngorm Club last July, 
I am naturally interested in the true origm of 
its name. On consulting one or two works of 
reference, I find that there is by no means 
agreement as to the true derivation of the name. 
Groome's "Ordnance Gazetteer of Scotland" 
informs us that Ben Lawers has derived its 
name from " Beinn-Labhra," speaking or echo- 
ing mountain. Baddely, in his excellent guide- 
book to Scotland, gives the samd meaning, but 
does not give the equivalent Gaelic words. 
Mr. W. E. Carnegie Dickson, in his 
article on Ben Lawers which appeared in the 
second volume of the Cairngorm Club Journal^ 
suggests that " the name Ben Lawers, or Bienn- 
Latho-Ur, as it ought to be spelled, means 'the 
moimtain of dawn.' In this case, as well as in 
others, I have referred to Johnston's " Place- 
Names of Scotland." Johnston's derivation is 
" Lathar," a hoof, suggesting that Ben Lawers 
means " cloven mountain." The following will 
be found in his book Lawers, Ben (L. Tay), 
and Lawers (Comerie), Clothar (pron. Lar), a 
hoof, with Eng. plorei ; Ben Lawers means 
cloven mountain.' Now, let us discuss some of 



these derivations. That suggested by the 
" Gazetteer" and Baddely is a reasonable enough 
one. Unfortunately, on the occasion of my 
visit to the mountain, the atmospheric condi- 
tions were entirely against the observance of its 
accoustical features, thick driving mist prevail- 
ing the whole time. I had real difficulty in 
hearing the shouts or whistles of the members 
of the party who had got separated from the 
rest. Surely echoes are found in more moun- 
tains than Ben Lawers. As to Mr. Dickson's 
derivation, we might venture to ask, Why is 
Ben Lawers more entitled to the name " moun- 
tain of dawn" than its neighbours? I am in- 
clined to favour Johnston's derivation, namely 
" cloven mountain." The Cairngormers " had 
ample experience of the apparently endless 
number of "summits" to conquer before the 
true one was reached. No sooner had they 
conquered one height, than they saw another 
looming above them through the mist. Finally, 
I feel certain that a discussion of the origin and 
derivation of the mighty " Ben " of Perthshire 
would be interesting to all lovers of mountain- 
eering as well as to students of the place-names 
of Scotland. Sydney C. Couper. 

Craigiebuckler, Aberdeen. 



Restoration of Corstorphine Parish 
Church. — This church was reopened on the 
9th of June, after having undergone several 
alterations. As far back as 11 28 a.d. there is 
mention of a church standing in the ancient 
burial-ground. In later times there was a stone 
church immediately to the north of the present 
building and occupying part of its site. Some 
monumental memorials formerly in this church 
still survive. Adam Forrester, of Corstorphine, 
who died in 1405, erected in the churchyard, 
close to the old church, on its south side, a 
votive chapel, which he dedicated to St. John 
the Baptist, whose cult was then very exten- 
sively spread throughout Western Europe. This 
chapel is the chancel of the present church. 
In 1429, Sir John Forrester, Adam's son, en- 
larged the chapel and made it into a collegiate 
church, which he endowed with considerable 
revenues. The tombs of Sir John and his son, 
a later Sir John, still survive, and in the south 
transept is a similar tomb pertaining to Sir 
Alexander, the grandson of the former Sir John. 
Among other additions made about this time 
was a mortuary chapsl on the north side of the 
chancel, containing an altar at which masses 
for the dead could be celebrated, and having an 
upper storey for the dwelling-place of the priest 
on chantry duty. In the i6th century an ex- 
tension of the north transept of the church was 
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made. The old parish church which occupied 
its site was removed, and St. John's, as thus 
altered, was made the church of the parish. 
The church, as now standing, consists of a 
chancel, a nave, transepts on the north and 
south, situated at the west end of the nave, in- 
stead of between it and the chancel ; a wide 
north aisle, a western tower, through which the 
main entrance passes ; and a porch on the west 
side of the tower. A splendid description of 
this church appeared in the Scotsman of 9th 
June last. Connected with this church were the 
Watsons of Saughton, an ancient family, whose 
descendant, the Earl of- Morton, still owns a 
considerable part of the parish ; the Girdwoods, 
and the Johnstons. There are some very fine 
stained-glass windows. A sum of 1,500, it 
seems, is still required to complete the scheme. 
The Rev. Robert K- D. Home, at one time 
minister of the parish, has taken a warm interest 
in the restoration. . ROBERT MURDOCH. 



Dr. Kerr, Editor of the "Aberdeen 
Chronicle" (2nd S., VI., 75). — I now confirm 
this statement by the following extract from " A 
Jumble of Jottings from the Memoirs of a Quiet 
Life," page 8. This pamphlet was published by 
Messrs. A. Brown & Co., 1894. Says the writer, 
" the effigy of John Booth, the proprietor of the 
Chronicle^ suffered cremation in fellowship with 
' Bonnypairtie.* " Dr. Ker[r], the editor, was a 
decided Bonapartist, and did not shrink from 
standing out in very boldest relief from what he 
knew to be the all but universal opinion. Their 
vicarious punishment was distasteful neither to 
Johnny nor to him. They enjoyed themselves 
at their own bonfire as much as the barest-legged 
" midden boy " or " Green Lintie," a clan of city 
arabs who were never known to be absent from 
stirring scenes as these. From the above we 
gather that Dr. Kerr was at least fifteen years 
editor. I should be glad if any correspondent 
can inform me to what family of Kerrs he 
belonged. Bibliographical notes on the Chronicle 
appeared in ist S., I., 5, 131 ; 2nd S., Itl., 55 ; 
VI., 74. Robert Murdoch. 



The Spanish Armada (2nd S., VI., 33).— 
When thesearch for the sunken treasure in lober- 
mory Bay was resumed,it was on board a strange- 
looking craft, all surrounded with awning, and 
with every precaution to secure secrecy. The 
Duke of Argyle is represented by Captain Burns, 
Glagow, who is assisted by a foreign-looking: 
gentleman, who is an expert in photographic 
operations. The men were engaged in taking 
photographs of the sea-bottom around the spot 
where Captain Bums was so successful two 
years ago. It will be remembered that there 



was then recovered, on June 11, a long brass 
cannon, with loaded breech-block, the charge of 
gunpowder not having been exploded, as well as 
a huge pistol, a cutlass, a ring, and pieces of 
the timbers of the ship ** Admiral of Florence." 
But the main object of the present determined 
search does not concern such objects. The 
"Admiral of Florence" ship wns the treasure- 
ship of the Spanish Armada, and 30 millions of 
gold were said to have gone down with her in 
1588, when the vessel was blown up by an 
enthusiastic and revengeful adherent of the Chief 
of the Macleans of Duart Castle. The search 
is now for this gold, and every effort will be put 
forward to wrest it from its hiding-place. A 
strong syndicate is to be formed, and all modern 
appliances pressed into service. Meanwhile- 
operations have been suspended. 

Robert Murdoch. 



Dungeons in St. Andrews Castle.— The 
Dundee Courier of 30th June last reports that 
for some time past the Antiquarian Society of St. 
Andrews have been making excavations at the 
Castle to find a subterranean passage supposed 
to lead to the Cathedral. In the west guard-room 
a cell or dungeon was discovered a short time 
ago. This dungeon, which is twelve feet deep, 
is cut out of the solid rock. Encouraged by this 
find, application was made to His Majesty's 
Board of Works for permission to make other 
excavations in the Castle. 

This having been granted, the work was at 
once begun in the east guard-room, which is 
directly under Cardinal Beaton's apartments. 
By boring operations, an opening to what was 
thought to be the entrance to the passage sought 
was soon discovered. The clearing of this re- 
sulted in the finding of a dungeon thirty feet 
deep, and varying from five to seven feet wide, 
cut out of the solid rock. At the distance of 
sixteen feet from the top there is on one side a 
cell, which is about seven feet long by five feet 
broad. The height of this cell is four feet. 

The hole continues for several feet further 
down, when it slightly diverges, leading into 
another dungeon. This is alwut ten feet high, 
and is round, being about five feet in diameter. 
It is proposed that a wall be built round the top 
of the opening, which would be shown to visitors. 
Other likely places in the Castle are to be exca- 
vated to find the passage to the Cathedral, and 
in doing so it is believed that many other inter- 
esting discoveries will be made. The "howkings" 
are under the direction of Mr. W. T. Linskill, 
the president of the Antiquarian Society. This 
information is supplementary to what was re- 
ported in 2nd S., VI., 72. 

Robert Murdoch. 
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THE NATURAL CHILDREN OF THE 
DUKES OF GORDON. 



The notes on this subject in a recent issue 
have brought me several letters from people who 
know the facts, and from others who have ceased 
to be shy. 

Colonel George Gordon of Glentromie. — In 
proof of my statement that natural children 
were not looked down upon, Colonel Gteenhill 
Gardyne tells me, on the authority of Rev. Mr. 
Suitor, of Dores, that Jane Maxwell used to call 
Lord Huntly, afterwards 5th Duke of Gordon, 
"my George," and Colonel George Gordon of 
Glentromie, the " Duke's George." In the " Life 
of a Regiment" (I., 20), Colonel Gardyne states 
that George Gordon was a lieutenant in the 
Gordon Highlanders when they were raised, and 
that he came from the 6th Dragoons. He writes 
to me that this statement was taken from the 
" actual re^mental books of the time," but ad- 
mits that his Dores informant stated that George 
had been in the nth Dragoons. " I concluded," 
writes Colonel Gardyne, "that he had been in 
the nth before he was in the 6th, or after he was 
in the Q2nd, but I have no evidence of this. I 
have observed that in the army lists of those 
times there are sometimes- names left out, and a 
man may have been a short time in a regiment 
without being entered at all, perhaps." I have 
searched all the lists of the period, without find- 
ing any George in the Gordon Highlanders 
when raised, and none in the 6th Dragoons. 
But I do find George in the nth Dragoons- 
comet from 1780 to 1789 ; lieut. 1790-3 ; cap- 
tain 1794-5 ; major 1796-7. '^^^ next George 
in the army lists is lieut-colonel of the 29th 
Light Dragoons, March 16, 1798, and he con- 
tinues down to 1804. George of Glentromie 
was in India in 1801. The following letter from 
the Bimie papers, now in possession of Mrs. 
C. E. Davidson, is clearly written by him. It 
is dated from "Mormead" (the spelling is not 
clear), January 4, 1801, 6 p.m.: — 

I am this moment favoured, My Dear Colonel, 
%vith your very attentive Letter of this date, and I 
regret exceedingly that you are in so great a hurry, 
and could not favour us with your Company on your 
way to the Presidency. 

I have been extremely unwell for some time past, 
and at present under a course of Mercury for an 
Attack of the Liver. If I felt quite well, I would set 
out immediately to visit you at Diggah ; and per- 
haps may see you in the course of to-morrow as I 
have been wishing for some time past to go as far as 
Patna, but you must not depend upon my setting 
as dimculties may occur such as procuring 
&c., which cannot be foreseen at present. 



I hope at all events to hear from You on your 
arrival at Calcutta, and from what I have heard of 
late I do not think that the Flat will sail this Month. 

Mrs. Gordon is writing to express her thanks for 
Your handsome Present ; and Miss Ross desires her 
best Compts. 

Believe me. Yours sincerely, 

George Gordon. 

I think the letter was addressed to Lieut. -Col. 
James Gordon, Bengal Artillery (brother of Rev. 
William Gordon, minister of Urquhart;, who 
was killed by the explosion of a gunix)wder 
magazine at the Fort of Bijaipur (where there is 
a monument to his memory), February 27, 1803. 
Miss Grant of Rothiemurchus says that Glen- 
tromie had five sons. One of them, I think, 
was Robert, who entered the Madras Army in 
1825, and died at Madras as lieut-colonel in 
1853, when he is described {Gentleman's Maga- 
zine) as fourth son of the late Colonel Gordon, 
29th Dragoons. A daughter of Col. George, 
named Georgina, died at Leicheston, Feb. 16, 
1820. {Scots Magazine.) 

Admiral Charles Gordon. — Mr. Peter Jopp, 
Whitehillock, Upper Cabrach, tells me that 
the mother of the Admiral was Annie Thomp- 
son, who was a housemaid at Gordon Castle. 
After the child was bom, she removed to the 
Cabrach, and resided at Aldunie, receiving 
an annual allowance from its father (the 4th 
Duke). The future Admiral got a "sound edu- 
cation at some of the Colleges in England, and 
entered the Royal Navy. He had two of a 
family, both daughters. Annie Thompson took 
little or no interest in her son's welfare ; in 
fact, she could scarcely look upon him, not- 
withstanding his filial love for her. I under- 
stand she did not care for the Duke being 
spoken of as the Admiral's father. It was about 
the event that the song of the Duke of Gordon 
was composed." What song is this t 

Catherine Gordon. — The Donean Tourist 
states that Catherine was one of the (nine) 
children whom the 4th Duke had by Jean 
Christie, and that she married Captain John 
Anderson of Candacraig, of the 28th (North 
Gloucestershire) Regiment. 

Gordon. — A writer in these columns 

stated that another of the 4th Duke's natural 
children married Mr. Robertson, the minister of 
Gartly. 

Another correspondent states that a Miss 
Robertson of Gartly had two sons to the 5th 
Duke of Gordon, and that both of them (George 
and Charles) occupied important positions in 
Aberdeen. J. M. B. 
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THE PLACE NAME "GIGHT." 
{2nd 5., VII., lo, 20.) 

Mr. Milne's remarks on this matter are 
very interesting, but 1 fancy that the word 
" Gateside " has a much wider meaning than " a 
common name — means windy site or town,'* from 
the Celtic gaoth-ach suidhe, Gateside occurs 
fifty-three times in the county directory of Scot- 
land, and, as both syllables of the word are to be 
found in the Anglo-Saxon or Norse, it is not at 
all likely that an investigation as to the early 
spelling of each separate case would show any 
considerable proportion to be of Celtic origin. 
In " Scottish Land Names," page 22, Sir Herbert 
Maxwell deals thus with words showing the 
prefix " Gale " — " Similarly the Norse geit^ a 
goat, and the Anglo-Saxon gat are liable to con- 
tusion with geat^ an opening, door, way, and the 
broad Scots gate, meaning a road. But Gate- 
hope, in Peeblesshire, js geit hof^ goat shelter ; 
either in Norse or Anglo-Saxon, for the two 
languages are almost identical in these words ; 
and Gateheugh, on the Tweed, opposite old 
Melrose, is the goats' height, exactly correspond- 
ing in meaning to Ardgour, in Argyle, ard 
gobhar (gowr)." He has no mention of this 
Celtic meaning for Gate. (I write of the mean- 
ing as a prefix only ; there can be no possible 
Celtic element in the suffix of such familiar 
Scottish street names as Canongate, Cowgate, 
Briggate, Trongate, Gallowgate, and Nether- 
gate ; or in such a place name as Crossgates, 
in Fife, at the road crossings ; or even in 
another form of the suffix, the Peel Gait, that 
being the ancient name of the present Castle 
Street, in the town of Selkirk.) 

Names indicating windy situations are plenti- 
ful in Scottish counties. We have Windygates, 
Fife ; Windyyett, Ayr and Perth ; Windydoors, 
Mid Lothian ; Windshiel, Berwick ; Windylaws, 
Peebles ; Windygoul, East Lothian ; &c. 

The name Gatehead occurs five times in the 
directory of Scotland, and also Gatend ; and the 
presumption surely is that these names are con- 
nected with roads or passage ways. Gattonside 
is a village on the opposite bank of the Tweed 
from Melrose and its ruined abbey, and the 
apparent meaning of the first two syllables is the 
ton or dwelling-place at the gat or passage over 
the river. A variation of the form of the prefix 
given in " Blackie's Place Names" is " Yetholni, 
the valley at the passage or border between 
England and Scotland : yet (Scots), a gate." 
Blackie derives all the Gate names given in the 
book from gat^ Scan. ; go eat ^ Anglo-Saxon ; and 
ghat^ Sansc. ; and, like Sir Herbert Maxwell, had 
apparently no thought of the Celtic element in 
the prefix Gate at all. T. H. S. 



Colonel Morris's Regiment.— According 
to the will of Hugh Gordon, son of George of 
Cults, Alexander Gordon in Tilliethrowie, ensign 
in Colonel Morris's Regiment, drew a bill, dated 
Aug. 16, 1759, for ;£258 8s. 8d. Scots. His name 
does not appear among the list of officers pub- 
lished in the Aberdeen Journal of Dec. 5, 1759. 

Rev. Patrick Gordon, the Geographer. 
— He communicated to the Royal Society some 
facts about a waterspout which he saw in the 
Downs. See ** Transactions of the Royal 
Society," Vol. XXII., p. 805. 

* 

63a Gordons or Newseat. — What is known 
about this family ? William Leslie of Warthill told 
Rev. George Gordon, Glenrinnes, about 1845, that 
William Gordon of Newseat was the brother of 
Elizabeth Gordon (wife of John Leslie VI. of Little 
Folia), who was the daughter of Patrick Gordon of 
Cults. Davidson (*' Garioch/* p. 448) says she was 
the daughter of Hugh Gordon of Cults, Kenneth- 
mont. The Cults Gordons were cadets of Newton. 

J. M. B. 

631. Blair Family.— Who was Baillie Blair in 
Ord, whose daughter married William Gordon (alive 
in 1679), son of George Gordon of Sheelagreen ? 

> B. 

632. Andersons of Linkwood. — Clementine 
Gordon of the Newseat family married Charles An- 
derson of the Linkwood family. What is known of 
the Andersons ? B. 

633. Gordon Tags. — I find the following rhymes 
in a collection of MS. notes by the late Mr. D. S. R. 
Gordon. Where are they to be found ? — 

The Forbes and the Farquharaon are ours ; and baith are 
names o' nute. 

Owre Bogie, Deveron, Dee, an* Don the Gordons hae the 
guidin' o't. 

The Forbesos are kings o' Don ; 

'iliey'jl soon be kings o' Dee. 
'lliey'll drive the (Gordons doon the strath 
An' droon them in the sea. 

J. M. B. 

634. Gordon Forbes.— Who was he? Hebe- 
came colonel Nov. 18, 1790; major-general Oct. 3, 
1794; and lieut -general January i, 1801. He was 
colonel of the 29th (Worcestershire) Regiment, Aug. 
18, 1797 {Army List^ 1814). There was a parson 
called Gordon Forbes, who married a peer's 
daughter — Lady Georgina . Who was she ? 



635. James Nicol McAdam. — I have recently 
seen some papers in which James Nicol McAdam is 
described as "of Banchory -Ternan." Were the 
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Mc Adams an Aberdeenshire family ? His father was 
J. McAdam of Tinden End, Essex, who died in 
1853 1 eldest brother, James John Loudon, 

born 1840, was formerly in the 7th Dragoon Guards, 
and now lives at Sherborne. Their sister married 
Howard Reynolds, the well-known professional cor- 
net player. B. 

656. Brodies and the 1787 Edition of Burns' 
Poems. — Who are the following Brodies who sub- 
scribed to the above ? — Mr. A. Brodie, 4 copies ; and 
Alexander Brodie, No. 41, Ellie-place, London, one 
copy. Robert Murdoch. 

657. The Name Merson.— I shall be glad to 
have notes referring to the origin of this surname. 
Is it another form of •* mercer'* or "merser," a 
dealer in silks and woollen cloths (Fr. a trader) ? 
Other forms of the word are *' mercership," the busi- 
ness of a mercer ; and "mercery," the commodities 
or goods in which a mercer deals, the trade of a 
mercer (c/. '* Nuttall's Dictionary," p. 434). Per- 
haps its original form was Emerson, and during the 
process of time shortened. A genealogical history 
of the Emerson family from the earliest times, by 
P. H. Emerson, B.A., illustrated with photogravures 
and other plates, folding pedigrees, etc., was pri- 
vately printed in 1898, size 410. 

Robert Murdoch. 

638. The Name ** Dog" in Aberdeenshire. — I 
have found two references to this rather remarkable 
name. In the "Poll Book" occurs: **John Dog, 
alias McWillie," who resided in the parish of " Kin- 
drocht " (under Duncan Shaw, portioner of the lands 
of Cratheward); whilst in the Boharm parochial 
registers, under date of 12th March, 1722, is the 
entry of the baptism of "Thomas Forbes, L.S., to 
Mr. John Forbes of Ludquharen, younger, and Jean 
Dog, his spouse." Can any reader explain the 
origin of the name or the alias above-mentioned ? 

H. D. McW. 

639. McWiLLiEs OR McWilliams in Wester 
Galdwall, Boharm.— I have the following par- 
ticulars of this family, and shall be very glad of any 
further details respecting them or their descendants, 
and also of any information respecting the origin of 
the family : — 

William : married (i) Elizabeth ("Bessie") Gordon 
(buried Dec. 31, 1709). They had : — 

Katherine : baptised Sept. 22, 1704 ; buried July 
9, 1706. 

Margaret: baptised March 3, 1707; married, 
Dec. 22, 1726, Alex. McKondachy, in Lyne of 
Carron. 

Alexander: baptised May 15, 1709; buried May 
30, 1709. 

(2) Jean Cuming, Apr. 13, 1714. She was daugh- 
ter of Rev. Geo. Cuming, second son of George 
Cuming of Lochterlandich, in Glenrinnes (Provost 
of Elgin). Thevhad:— 



Anna: baptised Feb. 18, 17 15; married, Nov. 
7, 1738, Peter Grant, in Kincairn (otherwise 
Patrick Grant of Glenmore), 

Helen : baptised July 16, 1717 (the ** Nellie 
McCullie " of Jacobite fame). 

William : baptised Nov. 21, 1718. 

James : baptised November 18, 1719. 

Jean : baptised Feb. 24, 1721 ; married James 
Gordon, Laggan of Auchindown (of the Achloch- 
rach family). Their second son was the Rev. 
Wm. Gordon, minister of Urquhart, father of the 
late Rev Dr. Gordon, Birnie. 

Isabel : baptised Aug. 18, 1722. 

Elizabeth: baptised May 28, 1724. 

Marjory: baptised April 28, 1726; married 
Alex. Young, Oldmills, Elgin, a grandson beings 
Robert Young, author of "Annals of Elgin." 
Marjory died Aug. 20, 1805. 

Margaret : baptised March 17, 1732. 

William: baptised May 21, 1734. 
William had also : — 

John, baptised Jan. 25, 1703, a natural son. 

A careful scrutiny of the entries in the parochial 
registers has led mc to conclude that there were two 
distinct families in Boharm, one invariably called 
Mc William, and the other McWillie or McWilliam. 
Although the name McWilliam first appears in the 
registers in 1647 (thirteen years after their com- 
mencement), it is not until 1694 that the form 
McWillie is found, which may perhaps indicate that 
the McWillies settled in the parish about that date. 
William is apparently the "Will. M*Willie" who, 
on Sept 23, 1694, a witness at a baptism, 
and is probably also the "William Mckwilliam in 
Newtoun," writer of a bond, dated Sept. 17, 1695, 
in favour of John Grant of Boat of Fiddich (of the 
Tomnavoulin family, Glenlivet), recorded in the 
Elgin Commissary Records. He would, indeed, 
seem to have been the only William of the name in 
the parish during the period ending 1783. His two 
sons named William are not mentioned after the 
entries of their respective baptisms. William's own 
baptism is not recorded in the registers, which may 
perhaps be regarded as confirming the view that he 
had removed to Boharm from some other parish. 
He certainly had brothers named Thomas and David, 
and possibly also brothers named Alexander, James, 
and John, and sisters Isabel and Christian, all of 
whom married and had issue. William and Jean 
Cuming, his wife, are last mentioned in the registt.rs 
in 1738, when, on Feb. 25, they v/cre witnesses at a 
baptism at Easter Galdwall, William, by himself, 
having witnessed a baptism at Newton on July 5 
following. He seems to have died in 1739 (Moray 
Commissariot Record). Remarkably enough, be- 
tween the years 1741 and 1783, there is no mention 
in the registers of a single male representative of any 
of the families of the name in either of its forms, 
and it seems, therefore, reasonable to suppose that 
they removed to other parishes, but I should be glad 
of information in confirmation of this view. The 
McWilliams in Boharm in 1647 I have, fortunately. 
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just traced back to the parish of Mortlach, where 
the name prevailed in that form in 1550. 

H. D. McW. 

640. Admiral Knowles. — On the eastern wall 
of St. Nicholas Churchyard, Aberdeen, is a dark 
freestone tablet, with a ship in full sail sculptured 
on top, and an inscription beloy^, stating that it was 
erected in 1800 by John Knowles, Rear-Admiral of 
the Blue, R.M.i in memory of his parents, James 
Knowles, maltman, ot Aberdeen, and Jean John- 
stone. Is there any biography of this Admiral? 
There were several Admirals of the name of Knowles, 
but all were English. When and where did this 
Scottish naval commander die ? 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

641. Charles Keith, M.D.— This gentleman 
studied at Marischal College, Aberdeen, and during 
his student days contributed verse freely to Ruddi- 
man's Edinburgh Magazine. In 1776 he published 
"The Farmer's Ha'," which attained great popu- 
larity in the North of Scotland, and has been fre- 
quently reprinted. He is stated to have settled at 
Montrose. Is there any traditionary or tombstone 
information extant in Montrose concerning this 
genial physician ? Alba. 

Melbourne, Australia. 

642. Alesius. — The late Rev. Peter Lorimer, 
D.D., Professor of Exegetical Theology in the 
English Presbyterian College, London, published at 
Edinburgh, in 1857, a memoir of Patrick Hamilton, 
martyr 01 the Scottish Reformation as the first of a 
trilogy on the precursors of Knox. I have that book. 
In a flyleaf at the end is an announcement that the 
second volume, on Alexander Alane, or Alesius 
{»« Wanderer"), was preparing for publication— " an 
historical biography collected from original sources, 
with notices of numerous Scottish Protestant exiles." 
Was that book ever published ? I have never seen 
it in any of the public libraries I have visited. The 
third of the series was to have been devoted to a 
life of the celebrated Scottish poet. Sir David Lynd- 
say, but I presume that Dr. Lorimer never went 
further than collecting materials. Did he ever pub- 
lish them ? Alba. 

Melbourne, Australia. 

643. Gordon, Barron, & Co. — Who was the 
George Gordon, inerchant, Aberdeen, who helped, 
in 1777, to found this firm, which is dealt with at 
length in Morgan's " Woodside " ? Was he George 
Gordon III. of Rothney, whose wife, Sarah Elphin- 
stone, died in 1775. The partner in Gordon, Bar- 
ron, & Co. had an '*only lawful son," John, mer- 
chant in Aberdeen. Alexander Garioch was a 
partner in Milne, Cruden, & Co., the Milnes also 
being partners in Gordon, Barron, & Co. ; and 
Alexander Garioch witnessed the baptism of Mary, 
daughter of George Gordon III. of Rothnie, in 1768. 

J. M. Bulloch. 



644. Ruined Chapel of St. Catherine of the 
Hopes.— Can any reader supply information as to 
the inscription formerly on the flat tombstone in this 
chapel in Glencorse Reservoir, now uncovered ? I 
could only distinguish the outline of a shield this 
summer, but in 1902 I believe, words were de- 
ciphered. P. C. Waite. 

Edinburgh. 

645. The Sangster Family.— -On Dec. 15, 1859, 
Anne Sangster, Aberlour, was served heir to his 
great-great-grandfather, Patrick Count Leslie of Bal- 
quhairn. *'Ann" is so rarely used as a masculine 
name that I wonder whether Anne Sangster was 
connected with Ann Gordon, lieut. in the Black 
Watch in 1763. I quoted in these columns (Oct., 
1904) some letters by him written from America. 

B. 

646. Cairn William. — Will someone with local 
knowledge say whether there is any objection — 
either in the position of the mountain or from the 
name being given in commemoration of a man 
named William— to making the etymology of the 
second part Gaelic *' uilinn," dative of ** uileann," a 
corner or elbow, cognate with Latin " ulna." This 
root occurs in Cam Ulie, a mountain at the turn of 
the Ben Avon range, near Loch Builg. In New 
Byth there is a place called Willings, in a corner 
between two burns. John Milne, LD.D. 

647. Andrew Scott, M.A., Professor of He- 
brew IN University of Kino's Colleqe.Aberdeen. 
— This Oriental scholar and academic teacher was 
for a time classical master in Dollar Institution. I 
have a dim recollection of having read somewhere 
a number of tributes from men of some literary 
repute to the character and scholarship of their 
former Aberdeen professor. If my memory serves 
me, one of them was from Dr. Robertson Nicoll. 
Perhaps some of your readers may be able to inform 
me where these tributes are to be found, or, better 
still, to quote them in your columns. I am anxious 
to learn what can now be known oi Professor Scott's 
history. All I have ascertained about him may be 
summarised thus : Andrew Scott, M.A., Professor 
of Oriental Languages, Aberdeen ; son of the school- 
master at Lower Burnmouth, Newcastleton, Rox- 
burghshire, and born there about the beginning of 
the 19th century. His father had some literary 
ambitions, and was author of Beauties oi the 
Border," and "Border Exploits." He succeeded 
Professor Tennant in Dollar Institution as classical 
master, 1834. He was appointed Professor of He- 
brew in the University of King's College, February 
4, 1847, admitted M.A. of Aberdeen 
at that date— probably a purely honorary distinction, 
as he was already M.A. of Edinburgh, where, no 
doubt, he was educated. In i860 he was continued 
Professor of Hebrew in the reconstructed University 
of Aberdeen. He died, unmarried, in 1870. A 
romantic story is still current in Dollar regarding an 
attachment between this learned scholar and one of 
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his pupils, a Miss Todd, the daughter of a local 
baker, who is spoken of as a marvellously beautiful 
girl, and very clever. With her the classical master 
of the Institution fell violently in love. An engage- 
ment to marry him followed ; but, unfortunately, 
before the nuptial knot was tied, the fair maid, 
smitten, it is said, by some intestinal complaint, was 
cut down in a few days' illness. The disappointed 
scholar was inconsolable for his loss, and, remaining 
true to his first and only love, never married. Not 
only so, but during the rest of his life he frequently 
paid a visit (after he was settled in Aberdeen) to the 
rural churchyard in which the remains of his sweet- 
heart had been laid to rest. I shall be glad to learn 
any further particulars about Professor Scott. . 
Dollar. W. B. R. Wilson. 

[Mr. Wilson yr^ find an excellent sketch of Professor 
Andrew Scott, extending to some 17 pages, in 
** Aurora Borealis Academica" (Aberdeen Uni- 
versity Appreciations), iSgg. The sketch is from 
the pen of the late Principal Sir Wm. D. Geddes, 
who seems to have written con amore and with 
much personal knowledge. — Ed.] 

648. David Gray, Professor of Natural 
Philosophy, Marischal College, Aberdeen.— I 
would be obliged to any reader of S. iV. 6* Q. who 
can supply me with further particulars than those 
which follow concerning the character and history 
of this Aberdeen professor. He was the son of 
Rev. Thomas Gray, Anti- Burgher minister of Path- 
head, Kirkcaldy, and was born there in the early 
part of the 19th century. After a short career as 
mathematical master in Dollar Institution, he was 
appointed to the chair of Natural Philosophy in 
Marischal College, Aberdeen. I have no data, and 
am not a^vare whether he was an author or when he 
died. Perhaps these and other particulars may be 
supplied by some obliging correspondent. Professor 
Gray's sister married Dr. James Aitken Wylie, well 
known for his Anti- Popery propaganda and for his 
history of Scotland and other writings. 

Dollar. W. B. R. Wilson. 

649. Mercer Family (2nd S., VII., 24).— The 
note on the Mercer family of Aberdeenshire moves 
me to inquire if anyone can tell me about the family 
in Scotland, to which belonged Isabella Gordon, 
wife of General Hugh Mercer, ** who fought under 
Washington, and fell at the Battle of Princeton." 
This Isabella Gordon was a daughter of John Gor- 
don, of Fredericksburg, Virginia, who died there 
December 13, 1748, and who is believed to have 
been an emigrant to Virginia from the North of 
Scotland John Gordon's will (prob. Feb. 6, 1749) 
names his wife, Margaret, and his two daughters, 
Catherine and Isabella. The will is witnessed by 
Thomas Mackie, Alexander Cruickshanks, and Roger 
Dixon ; and the executors nominated were Margaret 
Gordon, Robert Jackson, Charles Dick, and Roger 
Dickson. General Meicer came to America about 
1747, and married Isabella Gordon after her father's 



death and before 1764. Her sister, Catherine Gor- 
don, married George Weedon, of Fredericksburg. 
The United States Congress, at a recent session, 
appropriated 25,000 dollars for the erection of a 
monument to General Mercer at Fredericksburg. 

Armistead C. Gordon. 

Staunton, Virginia. 

650. Lines on Gordon of Kemhill. — 

Young Gordon, of right noble clan, 

Within my house you've been ; 
Yulll, your servant, with you ran— 

A man of right good mleiL 
You bade him from his pocket draw 

A bottle of your best ; 
You said 'twould make us happy a*, 

And make me truly blest. 
May com and cattle thrive to thee. 

And health to you yoursel' ; 
And send your cattle prime fat by sea, 

To fall l)efore the mell. 
May you your 1>oundarles still extend 

Beyond the river Dee, 
As far's the hills of Torry end 

lliat border with the sea. 
Then I your forester will be, 

And prune your hedges too ; 
I'll live beside thee yet and dee, 

Young Gordon, ye ll proye true. 

Mr. George Mitchell, the author of the above, held 
in his possession several letters from the late Queen 
Victoria acknowledging receipts of his various pieces 
in connection with Her Majesty's visits to Scotland. 
Who is the Mr. Gordon referred to ? 

Robert Murdoch. 

651. Henry Lawrance. — I find this name in 
the index of Vol. V., 2nd Series (1902-3), of" Mis- 
cellanea Genealogica et Heraldica," on page 323. 
What is the reference ? Robert Murdoch. 

652. Rev. John Sharp or Sharpe, Chaplain to 
Her Majesty's Garrison, New York, was son of 
Alexander Sharp, minister of Bourtie, and Ann 
Douglas, his wife. He was born in 1680 ; in 1704 
he was a missionary employed by the S.P.G. in New 
Jersey, and Chaplain to the Forces, 1704-17. In 
1 7 10 he married Mrs, Margarita Dreyer, and among 
his friends were the Revs. Thomas Barclay, John 
Talbot, and George Keith, who were all Scotchmen. 
By his marriage he probably became related to Mr. 
Thomas Barclay, whose wife was Anna Dorothea 
Drauyer, daughter of the Dutch admiral, Andrew 
Drauyer; but were they related or acquainted in 
Scotland ? The same John Sharp, on Jan. 2, 17 14, 
received the D. D. degree from King's College ; and 
was it still the same John Sharp, "an Episcopal 
minister," who was in that year "forcibly intruded 
as minister of Oldmachar," and who used the ser- 
vices of the Church of England, some of the pro- 
fessors at the College aiding and abetting ? What 
was the later history of the Rev. John Sharp, D. D. ? 
Were the Lunans of Daviot and the Sharps of 
Bourtie otherwise related than by local proximity ? 
1 heir leaning to Episcopacy is a curious feature in 
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their Church life, and not uncommon at that date, 
but there usually was a common cause. 

James Gammack, LL.D. 
West Hartford, Conn. 
653. Sir George Barclay, the Conspirator. 
— Is anything known as to the family or pedigree ot 
this Jacobite soldier and intriguer? There is no 
doubt about his being a Scotchman, and I have seen 
it stated that he was one of the Barclays of John- 
ston. Bishop Burnet should have known, but he 
calls him Berkeley, as if he were ashamed of him as 
a Barclay. He does not appear to belong to the 
Urie sept, but he must have been of some family 
influence as well as of military note. The nearest 
approach to an identification is found in Notes and 
Queries, 8th S., III., 285. 

Jambs Gammack, LL.D. 
West Hartford, Conn. 

% 

467. Allan Glen (2nd S., VI., 45, 192; VII., 
3 1). —Will the Editor kindly allow me a few words 
additional to what has been already said on this 
subject ? Allan Glen died on i8th February, 1850. 
His decease is intimated in the Glasgow Herald, of 
date 22nd February, 1850:— "At Gourock, on the 
18th instant, Mr. Allan Glen." In the Herald's issue 
of 4th March, under the heading •* Handsome Be- 
quest," the following sentences occur, taken from 
the Examiner We understand Mr. Allan Glen, 
a citizen oi Glasgow for half a century, who died last 
week, has left the greater part of his fortune, amount- 
ing to nearly £20,000, tor the endowment of two 
schools in Glasgow. We have not heard the full 
particulars of the bequest, but we understand the 
schools are to be free of all sectarian trammels. One 
of the schools is for fifty boys, who are to receive 
clothing, books, etc., and the other is an industrial 
school for girls." Subsequently, in the Herald's 
issue for 24th May, 1850, the treasurer of the Glas- 
gow Eye Infirmary (John Crum, Esq.), acknowledges, 
among other donations from various sources, receipt 
of the following "Legacy from the late Allan Glen, 
Esq., wright, Glasgow, £30." These appear to be 
nearly all the ascertainable facts about this worthy, 
but little known, and almost totally forgotten, Glas- 
gow benefactor. S. W. 

6x2. "The Real Mackay" (2nd S., VII , 31, 48). 
—Consult Celtic Monthly, Vol. XII., 74, 236, and Vol. 
XIII., 10, where the interesting information is given, 
along with that of the Uberach- Mackay Banner, by 
Mr. R. Murdoch Lawrance, of Aberdeen. The 
volumes mentioned may be consulted in the Aber- 
deen Public Library. R. Johnston Robertson. 



I am perfectly well disposed to accept " A.M.M.'s" 
statement that Y represents Aoidh, Gaelic for Hugh, 
first suggested, I think, by Dr. MacBain, thinking 
that his knowledge of the clan and of Gaelic must 
be greater than mine. But there are some objections 



to this explanation. Y is not a Gaelic letter, and 
does not occur in Aoidh, neither does it represent 
it in sound, which is like the Scotch Hughie, if the 
initial H is omitted. If there was a man called The 
Mackay, Y was the man. He was chief of the clan, 
and, as such, summoned to meet Margaret, Queen 
Regent in the reign of Mary. His grandson, Donald, 
also chief of the clan, was created Lord Reay in i6j8. 
Y Mackay had a son Hugh, who spelled his name in 
the common way, not Y. Has *• A. M. M." seen a 
bond in **The Chiefs of Grant," beginning ** I, Ye 
Makye of Far, byndis," etc., and signed *' Y McKy 
of Far " ? It is dated 1567, and at this time The 
was made by Ye. Perhaps Y did not draw up the 
bond, but merely signed it. But it seems beyond 
doubt that Ye in it does not stand for Aoidh, but for 
The. John Milne, LL.D. 

614. The Surname Michie (2nd S., VII., 45). — 
Some authorities assert that the surname Michie is 
a debased Lowland form of MacEachan or Maclan. 
In either case, therefore, the sept would belong to 
the Clan Macdonald. A less interesting but per- 
haps more probable suggestion is that Michie is a 
diminutive of the once favourite Scottish Christian 
name Michael, Mickie being easily converted into 
Michie. Michael still survives as a patronymic in 
Aberdeenshire. The name McMihi occurs in the 
Perthshire Highlands early in the 17th century, and 
about the same date mention is made of a pen- 
dicle" called Michie's Croft in Strathdon. This 
district seems to have been the original habitat of 
the sept, many of whom were Catholics. Subse- 

2uently the name became fairly common on Upper 
>eeside. The Strathdon Michies, though not lairds, 
except as wadsetters," appear to have been the 
most important persons of the race, not infrequently 
intermarrying with the native landed ** aristocracy." 
Among them were the Michies in Buchaam, Lochans, 
and Colquhony. Alexander (Alister) Michie in 
Buchaam married, about 1690, Ann, daughter of 
William Forbes, 6th of Newe. A great-grandson of 
this marriage was the eminent Indian statesman, 
Jonathan Duncan, Governor of Bombay from 1795 
till his premature death in 1811. This explains the 
presence in the East about that period of Captain 
Jonathan Michie (died 1811), of the Bombay Marine 
Service, and his son, Lieut. Jonathan Michie (1815), 
of the Bombay Military Establishment. Governor 
Duncan was probably of some assistance in ad- 
vancing the fortunes of his kinsman Charles Forbes, 
of the great Bombay mercantile house — afterwards 
Sir Charles Forbes, first Bart, of Newe. One of the 
latter's brothers was "Michie" Forbes, ultimately 
**of Crimond." The Governor*s eldest son, Jona- 
than (the *' Dictionary of National Biography," 
with its customary "delicacy," neglects to say that 
he was illegitimate) was celebrated in his day as a 
currency reformer. He died at Notting Hill, Lon- 
don, in 1865, at the age of 66. The Michies in 
Lochans were also a family of good standing. 
" Stashie " Laing, in a somewhat inaccurate pedigree 
of the Forbeses of Invereman in the Doneah Tourist, 
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states that the first laird of that stock (whom he 
calls Alexander) married Janet Michie of the " house 1 
of Lochans." Perhaps Major Forbes can say if this 
be the case. The wife of George Forbes, laird of 
Ledmacoy and baker in Aberdeen, was certainly a 
Michie of that "house." Some further information 
about the family, with precise details of their 
armorial bearings (which, if used, were never re- 
corded), will be found in the Donean Tourist, Alex- 
ander Laing, the author, was the illegitimate son of 
one Michie, an advocate in Aberdeen. *'Ed." must 
not mistake the significance of his statement that 
the Michies were " long in possession *' of the lands 
of Colquhony. He simply means that they were 
tenants on or of that estate. A somewhat noted 
person of the name, George Michie, lived at Newton- 
Gerrie, Drumblade, about a hundred years ago. He 
was of the Strathdon stock. One of his grandsons, 
Mr. George Bennett Michie, is SheriflF-Clerk-Depute 
of Aberdeenshire, in charge of the Commissary De- 
partment. J. F. George. 



Michie or Mickie is probably a corruption of 
Michael, which means **who like God." In the 
form Mickie, it is, says Long ('* Personal and Family 
Names") ** a pet name with the Irish, who view it 
thus— As Michael conquered Satan, the first Pro- 
testant, and drove the rebel angels from Heaven, so 
the Pope conquered Luther, and excommunicated 
Protestants. Thus it mear.s • conqueror of heretics.' " 

S. 

6x5. William Stewart, King's Remembrancer 
(2nd S., VII., 45).— William Stewart, of Castle 
Stewart, third son of James, 2nd Earl of Galloway, 
was King's Remembrancer of Exchequer and Pay- 
master of Annual Bounties in 1727. He was M.P. 
for the Inverness Burghs, 1713-22; for the Ayr 
Burghs, 1722-34 ; and for the Elgin Burghs, 1734-41. 
It is stated by Foster that he married Elizabeth, 
daughter of John Gordon of Cardoness, and had issue 
— a statement which docs not quite tally with infor- 
mation supplied in query. But, perhaps, he may 
have been twice married. W. 



Your correspondent might learn something at the 
Lyon Office, where Stewart's arms were recorded in 
1724, and indicate an Appin origin. J. K. S. 

616. Representatives of Viscount Limerick 
(2nd S., VII., 45). — James Hamilton of Tullimore, 
created Viscount Limerick and Lord Clanboy in 
17 19, was made Earl of Clanbrassil in the peerage of 
Ireland in 1756. Dying in 1758, he was succeeded 
by his son James, on whose death in 1799 the titles 
became extinct. His estates went to his sister Anne, 
Countess of Roden, whose grandson Robert, Earl of 
Roden, was in 1821 created Lord Clanbrassil in the 
peerage of the United Kingdom. Vide Burke's 
** Peerage," and Anderson's " Memoirs of the House 
of Hamilton," Edinburgh, 1825. W. 

617. A Coal Mine near Aberdeen (2nd S., 
VII., 45). — Where was it— -and is it ? Echo answers, 



Where ? No doubt it existed only in the luscious 
I imagination of some English scribe permitted to 
disport himself in the pages of the Gentleman's 
Magazine for the delectation of the Cockney under- 
standing. The coalfields of Scotland, comprised 
within a belt stretching across the country, lie far to 
the south of Aberdeen. There could have been no 
coal in the Northern county in 1761, save what was 
carried by sea in trading sloops, or, perhaps, home 
on the backs of ponies over the Grampian ranges. 

Aliquis. 

619. Gordon and Ruthven (2nd S., VII., 45). 
— I have never been able to prove Baird's statement 
that a Gordon of Abergeldie married a Ruthven, and 
I did not transfer his statement to my account of the 
Abergeldie family in " The House of Gordon." But 
it must be noted that at least two Abergeldie lairds 
went south for brides, and it is a curious fact that 
when that was once done in a Northern family it 
became almost a custom. Alexander (VIII.) mar- 
ried Euphemia Graham of the Morphie family, and 
his nephew Peter (XI.) married (i) Margaret, daugh- 
ter of Peter Strahan, Edinburgh; (2) Elizabeth, 
daughter of Lord Gray ; (3) Margaret, daughter of 
Sir George Foulis of Dunipace ; and his daughter 
Euphemia married Lord Strathallan. J. M. B. 



Something of error has crept into this query. The 
Provost of Perth was John, Earl of Gowrie, himself, 
not his brother Alexander, as the query appears to 
indicate. Both brothers, John and Alexander, were 
slain (or, should one say— murdered ?) for participa- 
tion, real or pretended, in what was called the 
"Gowrie Conspiracy." After that event, the sur- 
viving members of the family, consisting of three 
younger brothers and seven sisters, were forbidden 
to call themselves Ruthven, and commanded to as- 
sume another name. This might account to some 
extent for the absence of any record of subsequent 
Ruthven marriages. But it does not appear that any 
of the surviving Ruthven brothers had families. 
None of them, it is certain, ever became Provost of 
Perth. And there is no evidence to show that either 
of the murdered brothers was married. They were 
both comparatively young men. Probably, there- 
fore, the assertion made in the query is erroneous. 

S. 

620. Inchdrewer Castle (2nd S., VII., 45). 

I transcribe the following from the ** New Statistical 
Account of Scotland," Edinburgh, 1842 :— "The old 
Castle of Inchdrewer, supposed to have been built 
about the time of James IV. or V., is still so entire 
as to be habitable by the family of a tenant of Sir 
Robert Abercromby's. Its appearance possesses no 
peculiar feature of interest, and the only incident 
connected with it is the death of a Lord Banff, who 
was burned in the year 17 13 under some circum- 
stances not very well explained. It is said that, 
having embraced the Roman Catholic religion, he 
had gone for some time to Ireland, engaged, probably, 
in some of the intrigues then carrying on m behalf 
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of the Pretender ; and it was suspected that the 
persons in whose charge he had left the Castle, 
having pillaged some of his valuable property, mur- 
dered him immediately after his return, and set his 
apartment on iire, for the sake of concealment. By 
some, it seems, the event was viewed as a judgment 
on his apostasy, and particularly with regard to some 
threats used by him of burning the Protestants. 
This event might well have entitled the old Castle 
to be haunted ; but I have never heard that it enjoys 
that repuution." S. 

622. Hogmanay (ist S., III., 139; 2nd S., VII., 
45). — Dr. Murray, in the *• New English Dic- 
tionary'," says this word is of obscure origin, and is 
noted only from the 17th century, but is apparently 
of French origin. He appends to his treatment of 
the word the following note : — Hogmanay corre- 
sponds exactly in sense and use to O.F. Aguillanneufy 

* the last day of the year, New Year's gift, the festi- 
val at which New Year's gifts were given and asked 
with the shout of '* Aguillanneuf ! " ' Of this Gode- 
froy gives many dialect variants and by-forms, as 
ang aug^illenneu, aguilloneu, haguillennef, etc. ; in 
modern French dialects it survives as aiguilan, etc. ; 
in Normandy, hoguignettes, hoguinan^; in Guern- 
sey, hoginono. It is found in Spanish before 1600, 
as aguilando, now aguinaldo (handsel, Christmas 
box). Copious examples are given by Godefroy of 
the phrases 'demander Taguillaneuf,' *donner 
Teguiilanneu,' 'petiz enffans qui demandirent 
Taguillenleu le jour de Tan dernier,' etc., which re- 
quire only to be translated, with the substitution of 
Hogmanay, to be vernacular Scotch expressions. 
Athough the phonetic difference between aguillan- 
neuf and the Scotch word is great, the Norman 
form hog^inan^ is much closer to Hogmanay, and 
it cannot be doubted that both the custom and the 
term are from the French. The French term is ex- 
plained by Cotgrave (161 1) as ' au-guy-Pan-neuf [to 
the mistletoe the new year], the voyce of country 
people begging small presents or newe-yeares-gifts 
in Christmas ; an ancient tearme of rejoycing, de- 
rived from the Druids, who were wont, the first of 
Januarie, to goe unto the woods, where, having sacri- 
ficed . . . they gathered mistletoe,' etc. A similar 
explanation is given by Souchet, I., 16, (in Gode- 
froy)." Dr. Murray, however, adds : — ** These ex- 
planations, with the reference to the guior mistletoe, 
are now rejected by French scholars as merely 

• popular etymology.' The alleged French cry, * Au 
qui menez, tin liri, mainte du blanc et point du bis,' 
cited secondhand in Jamieson, is not to be found in 
the French author from whom it professes to be 
quoted, and appears to be a figment Schuchardt 
(' Romania,' IV., 253) suggests that Sp. aguilando. Fr. 
aguilanleu, guilanle, etc., are corruptions of L. 
calendae. See also Korting, * Latinisch-romanische, 
Wbck.,' art. 324." I may add that the two earliest 
quotations in Dr. Murray for his Scottish use of the 
word are taken (i) from Law's Memorials," edited 
by K. Sharpe," written in 1680, and refer to the 
protest of the frinatical followers of the famous Cove- 



nanting enthusiast, " Muckle John Gibb of Bo'ness," 
where it is said regarding them by the good minister 
of Inchinnan, *' They solemnly renounce a Pasch 
Sunday, Hallow-even, Hogmynae-night, Valen- 
tine's even," etc. ; (2) a somewhat later reference 
from *' Scotch Presbyterian Eloquence Displayed " 
(1693), to following effect; — "It is ordinary 
among some plebeians in the South of Scotland to 
go about from door to door upon New Year's Eve 
crying 'Hogmane.'" The fact that the practice 
seems to have prevailed in Spain, the Channel 
Islands, as well as in Scotland and the North of 
England, would seem to point to a very early intro- 
duction of the custom in Western Europe, and like 
other practices — such as the kindling of bolefires or 
taunnles, common in the West of Scotland — may 
have had its origin in pre-Christian times. 

Dollar. W. B. R. Wilson. 



The derivation and probable origin ot the word 
Hogmanay are discussed at some length in Chambers' 
" Book of Days," Vol. II. Chambers comes to no 
definite conclusion — indeed, he says that a perfectly 
satisfactory explanation has never been given ; but 
he mentions a lew of the theories that have been 
advanced, some of which look rather more plausible 
and likely than the one put forward by the writer in 
the Tatler. S. 

62S. Mr. Lawrance, Farmer, Maud (2nd S., 
VII;, 46). — I can only trace the history of the Law- 
rances oif Atherb from oral information vouched by 
members of the family with whom I have come in 
contact, and likewise from my mother, who was 
born in 1801, and was consequently acquainted with 
earlier members of the family. The first of the name 
in Atherb was William Lawrance, who came from 
Pitfour, Old Deer, He was a grandson of either 
Andrew Lawrance in Mains of Pitfour or Thomas 
Lawrance in Nether Pitfour, both of whose names 
are entered in the Poll Book. He came to Atherb 
in 1781, and died in 1816, aged 70 years, he being 
born in 1746. He was succeeded in Atherb by an 
only son, George Lawrance, who was born in 1782. 
He married, and had three sons and at least one 
daughter. He died at Atherb in 1824. His widow 
remarried, and had a second family. His eldest son, 
Alexander Lawrance, emigrated to North America 
in 1833, and finally settled in Cedar Rapids in Iowa, 
where for a number of years he held the post of city 
assessor. He died in 1892, leaving a family of sons 
and daughters. One of his daughters, before his 
death, was collecting materials for a history of their 
branch of the Lawrance family. I cannot tell if it 
was ever completed or printed. George Lawrance, 
the second son, along with his sister, mother, step- 
father, and family, left Atherb in 1838, and also 
went to North America. They settled in Michigan, 
where George died, unmarried, in 1843. The 
youngest son, William Lawrance, did not emigrate. 
He married, and settled first at Waukmill of Clock- 
riach, and after a time rented the small farm of 
Burnside of Benwals, Old Deer. He died in 1877, 
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leaving three sons. The eldest, George Lawrance, 
married and emigrated to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, where 
he died in 1871, leaving an only daughter. William, 
the second son, who is still alive, also went to Cedar 
Rapids, and has a family of sons and daughters. 
John, the youngest son, is still tenant of Burnside 
of Benwals, and has a family of three sons. The 
surname of Lawrance is still common in the parish 
of Old Deer. In the Poll Book of 1696 I find that 
28 persons with that surname paid the poll in Old 
Deer. Fetterangus was not included, as it was then 
in Banffshire. John Milne. 

Atherb Cottage, Maud. 

1x78. Sir Francis Dillon Bell, K.C.M.G. 
(XII., 46), Agent-General for New Zealand, and 
official in many departments connected with New 
Zealand, was born in 1822, and died in 1898. He 
was son of Edward B«U of Hornsey, who was son 
or grandson of a daughter (Mrs. Daniel Bell) of 
David Barclay, son of Robert Barclay, the Quaker 
Apologist, son of Colonel David Barclay of Urie and 
Lady Katharine Gordon, daughter of Sir William 
Gordon of Gordonstown, son of Lady Jean Gordon, 
daughter of George, fourth Earl of Huntly, son of 
Margaret, natural daughter of King James IV. 
The mother of Robert Barclay, the QuaJcer Apolo- 
gist, was a cousin in the fourth degree to King 
Charles II.; while Lady Jean Gordon, daughter of 
the fourth Earl of Huntly, and wife of the fouit^ 
Earl of Sutherland, was second cousin to King 
James VI. (XII., 63). 

James Gammack, LL.D. 
West Hartford, Conn. 

* 

Xttcraturc* 

T/te Bibliographical Register, The Grafton 
Press and Williams & Norgate, London. 

The first issue of this periodical (16 p.p., sm. 
8vo. Price, 6d. net quarterly) appears with the 
date, " Summer, 1905." It is published in the 
hope that "our columns will be used for the 
purpose of placing upon record Notes and 
Queries on points of Bibliography and Historical 
Printing. A feature of the journal will be the 

{)ublication of hitherto unprinted documents re- 
ating to these subjects." The space available 
seems inadequate for such a large programme, 
but possibly the publishers expect to increase 
the size of their paper as its circulation and use- 
fulness extend. For Scottish readers the main 
interest of the first issue will be found in a note 
which makes an addition to Mr. Aldis's recently 
issued " List of Scottish Books printed in Scot- 
land before 1700." Most space is given to an 
article on "Printing in the Irish Character." 
Readers of 5. N, 6r» Q. may be glad to have 
their attention called to the appearance of this 
little journal. J. Calder Ross. 



Newspapers in the British Museum Library ^ 
A printed catalogue of the newspapers pos- 
sessed by the British Museum has long been a 
felt want. That want has now been supplied, 
although no press marks are given with the 
various items. Unfortunately, copies cannot be 
purchased by the general public. This restric- 
tion is made up somewhat by the authorities 
having presented copies to public libraries in 
Scotland. The newspapers themselves are 
being removed from the Museum and housed in 
a building at Hendon. W. J. C. 

Gretna Green and its Traditions^ by " Claver- 
house," with 22 illustrations. Paisley : Alex- 
ander Gardner. 1905. [78 pp.] 

The young author modestly differentiates be- 
tween a "History** and an "Account," and 
chooses the latter as the less ambitious title. 
Much has been written, both in fact and fiction, 
regarding this place of many marriages, but 
little has hitherto been done in the way of a 
connected narrative. Gretna had its vogue for 
about a century, but now its glory may be said 
to have departed. It was well, before it was 
quite a thing of the past, that the facts connec- 
ted with it should be told. This the author has 
been at pains to do, and the volume now before 
us possesses much romantic interest, increased 
by copious illustrations. 

% 

Scots SoofiB or tbe Aontb. 

Brown, Archibald. The Early Annals of 
Greenock. Greenock : Telegraph Printing Works. 

Memoirs of a Highland Gentleman, being Reminis- 
cences of Evander. Maciver of Scourie. Edited by 
Rev. George Henderson. 4to. Net, 2 is. 

Constable. 

Scott- Moncrieff, W. Q., F.S.A. (Scot.). The 

Records of the Proceedings of Justiciary Court, 
Edinburgh, 1661-1678. Scot. Historical Society. 
Smeaton, Oliphant. The Story of Edinburgh. 
Mediaeval Town Series. Illustrated by Herbert 
Railton and J. Aytoun Symington. 8vo. Net, 
4s. 6d. Dent, London. 
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ABERDEEN, NOVEMBER, 1905. 

* 

JOHN M'WILLIE, JACOBITE. 

Culloden ! Has there ever been a battlefield 
around which have for so long clung so many 
traditions, so many regrets, and so much senti- 
ment and romance ? Traditions of the eventful 
battle which have not been recorded, and they 
are many, have of necessity been gradually 



dying out, and I am indebted to Mrs. Helen 
Clayton (a daughter of the late Mr. Alexander 
M*Willie, Coldhome, Keith) for the following 
account of John M* Willie, derived by her some 
years ago from his descendant, Mr. T. A. 
M'Willie, Attorney and Counsellor-at-Law, of 
Mississippi, U.S.A., and which, to avoid any 
possible misrepresentation, I give in Mr. 
M*Willie*s own words : — "My great grandfather 
was a Scotch gentleman who took part in the 
attempt of Pnnce Charles Edward upon the 
English throne in 1745. He was captured after 
many daring exploits, and would have been 
executed but for the fortunate intervention of 
English friends. He afterwards entered the 
English army and served for many years and in 
all quarters of the globe. We have his sword 
and several of his commissions, and have always 
believed he was a man of noble lineage as well 
as heroic character. We have always had an 
idea that our great grandfather was, in some 
way, very closely allied with the clan Mac- 
Donald, the MacDonalds of the Isles. He 
loved that clan, but said very little about his 
family, as we learn from tradition. I have never 
before heard of but one man who bore my 
family name who was not known to me as the 
descendant of my grandfather. We could trace 
no relationship, but he had an old ring that had 
come to him from his father, bearing the device 
of a raven sitting upon a rock, with the legend — 
^ Nec tempore mc fato^ Singularly enough, I 
afterwards learned that this was the coat of 
arms or crest and motto of a branch of the 
MacDonalds of the Isles. This gentleman, 
though highly educated, and, indeed, a man of 
great gifts and attainments, knew absolutely 
nothing about his family, his father having been 
killed by Indians in Texas in early days, and he 
sent to a Catholic seminary shortly afterwards 
on the death of his mother. Write and tell me 
all about the M 'Willies that you know of in the 
old country. We know little or nothing about 
any of them, save my great-grandfather, and 
I not much of him, the principal things that 
struck the youthful fancy of my grandfather 
and were handed down by him being — that his 
father had killed three English troopers at 
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Culloden before he could be captured ; that 
bis body was a network of scars ; that he served 
against the American colonists in the War of the 
Revolution ; and that, when an old man and an 
officer of high rank, he would sometimes run 
and jump over the heads of his grenadiers 
standmg m line. He was said to (be) a man (of) 
great strength as well as great daring. His 
descendants have not, within my knowledge, 
been remarkable for strength, but all of my 
family are rather tall, my father and brothers 
and self all being over six feet in height." In a 
subsequent letter Mr. M*Willie wrote:— "I 
cannot imagine who the David M^Willie who 
died in Mexico can be, but suppose he was re- 
lated in some way to Judge Malcolm H. 
M 'Willie, who resided at one time in Chihua- 
hua, Mexico. I wish I knew more of my family 
history that I might afford you some clue to 
follow up before your visit to Scotland in the 
summer, but I related in my first letter about all 
that we know. One thing, however, I did not 
mention. The wife of our most remote of 
known male ancestors, my great-grandmother, 
was named Churchill, and she was married to 
my great-grandfather at Stirling, and, unless my 
recollection is at fault, in Stirling Castle. 
Tradition says that she was of gentle blood. I 
would also mention that my great-grandfather 
owned property in the north of Ireland, and 
lived there for a time, but whether until his 
death or not we are without knowledge. We 
do not know what part of Scotland my great- 
grandfather was from ; but naturally conclude 
that it was the region where there remain others 
of a name not found elsewhere." 

John had : — 

Adam, who settled in South Carolina; ac- 
quired a large fortune and high position ; was 
colonel of an American regiment in the war of 
1812. He had: — 

William ; born in South Carolina in 1795 ; 
was an adjutant in the American army in 
the war of 181 2 ; became a lawyer and 
public man ; was a large slave-owner ; re- 
moved in 1845 to Mississippi, and was by 
this state sent to Congress, and afterwards 
made Governor. He had : — 

(1) Adam ; was a soldier in the Mexican 
War, and fell in the Civil War at Man- 
assas (?), being a captain. 

(2) William ; was a captain in the 
late war ; became a merchant. 

(3) James; fought in the same war; 
afterwards became a physician ; died 1890. 

(4) Richard Lawrence, a civil engineer. 

(5) T — A — ; has served in the Legis- 
lature of the State ; been President of 
the State Bar Association ; Special Judge 
of the Supreme Court ; trustee of various 



public institutions, and State Reporter. 

(6) A daughter ; wife of Judge Col- 
houn, who was president of the conven- 
tion that framed the constitution of the 
State of Mississippi, and was also a 
distinguished officer in the late war. 

(7) Lucy. 

Is it vain to expect at this distance of time 
any light to be thrown on the subject of John's 
native place and the clan to which he belonged ? 
The suggestion of a possible connection with 
the clan Donald seems curious, when the resist- 
less valour he displayed in that final grand 
historic charge of the "leal and true" Highland 
clans is contrasted with the imbecile inaction of 
the sulky MacDonald regiments, who witnessed 
alike unmoved the death of the immortal 
Keppoch, the vain sacrifice of the lives of the 
other clans, and the surrender of their wounded 
survivors to the tender mercies of the " Butcher." 

H. D. McW. 
* 

Raising a Fencible Regiment. — The 
following commission is in the possession of 
Mr. John W. Gordon, East Grinstead, a de- 
scendant of the Gordons of Lettoch : — 

" GEORGE R. — These are to authorize you 
by Beat of Drum or otherwise to raise so many 
Volunteers in any County or part of Our King- 
dom of Great Britain, as are or shall be want- 
ing to recruit and fill up the respective Com- 
panies of Our Regiment of Fen. Men under 
your command in Ireland, to the numbers 
allowed upon that Establishment ; and you are 
to cause the said Volunteers (to be raised and 
levied as aforesaid) to march under the Com- 
mand of such Commissioned and Non-Com- 
missioned Officers, in such numbers, at such 
times, and to such Port as you shall think most 
convenient for their Transportation to Our 
Kingdom of Ireland. And all Magistrates, 
Justices of the Peace, Constables and other our 
Civil Officers whom it may concern, are hereby 
required to be assisting unto you in providing 
quarters. Impressing Carriages, and otherwise 
as there shall be occasion. And for so doing- 
this. Our Order shall be and continue in force 
from the date hereof until the 25 day of March 
next. Given at Our Court at St. James's this 
24th day of July, 1799, in the 39th year of Our 
Reign. By His Majesty's Command. 

"W. Windham. 
" To Alexander M*Grigor Murray, Esq., 

Colonel of a Regiment of Fencible Men ; 
** Or to the Officer appointed by Him to raise 
Men for our said Regiment. 

" To Ensign John Gordon. 
" Lt. -Colonel R. N. Murray, 
Royal Clan Alpin Regiment" 
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NOTABLE MEN AND WOMEN OF 
ARGYLESHIRE. 

(Continued from Vol. VII., 2mi S.^page 36.) 

364. Maclean, Sir Lachlan, Baronet: 
Highland Chief. A younger brother of Hector 
Maclean of Dowart, he was created a baronet 
by Charles I. in 1631, and on the death of his 
elder brother succeeded to the estate of Dowart. 
In the civil wars the Macleans fought valiantly 
for the Royal cause under Montrose. At Inver- 
lochy fight, in 1645, Sir Lachlan commanded 
his clan. He was also engaged in the subse- 
quent battles of the Royalist general. 

365. Maclean, Lachlan: Major-General. 
Bom in the manse of Kilninian and Kilmore, in 
Mull, about 1753, he entered the British army, 
and rose to the rank of major-general. His 
brother John, also in the army, fought in the 
American War. Major-General Maclean was 
for some time Governor of Nova Scotia. His 
father was of the Treshnish family, and his 
mother, also a Maclean, was of the family of 
Torloisk. 

366. Maclean, Lachlan : Poet and His- 
torian. A native of Coll, bom in 1798, he came 
to Glasgow as a young man. Having spent 
several years in business as a hosier, he ulti- 
mately got an appointment in the General Post 
Office, in which employment he remained till 
his death in 1848. Of a literary turn, he is said 
to have written Gaelic and English with equal 
grace. He wrote " Adamh agus Eubh" (Edin- 
burgh, 1837). In this work he proves to his own 
satisfaction that Adam and Eve spoke Gaelic in 
Eden. This work, enlarged and printed in 
English, under the title, "The History of the 
Celtic Langua^e,^' was published in London in 
1840L It is said to contain a mass of facts not 
always leading to the author's conclusions. His 
"Historical Account of lona" (Oban, 1841) is 
valuable as a history of lona and of the Mac- 
leans. He also wrote "Sketches of Sl Kilda" 
and a work on " Etiquette." A monument to 
the memory of this famous member of the clan 
has been erected in the Southem Necropolis, 
Glasgow. On the occasion of the unveiling of 
this monument, ex-Provost Maclean of Govan, 
in the presence of a representative gathering of 
the members of the clan, delivered an appro- 
priate address in Gaelic. 

367. Maclean, Magnus : Professor. This 
eminent electrician is probably a native of Skye, 
but a genuine Maclean for all that. For fifteen 



years he was chief official assistant to Lord 
Kelvin in Glasgow University, and is now 
Professor of Electrical Engineering in the Glas- 
gow and West of Scotland Technical College. 
He has contributed numerous papers on physics 
and electrical engineering to various learned 
societies. 

368. Maclean, Malcolm : Minor Bard. 
A native of Kinlochewc, Ross-shire, he died 
about 1764. When a young man, he enlisted 
as a soldier, and became " a bacchanalian of the 
first magnitude.'' Granted a small pension, he 
dwelt at the foot of Ben Fuathais. His wife 
rivalled Job for patience. He wrote " Malcolm 
o' the Glenj" one of the most popular of Scottish 
songs. It IS a record of his own domestic his- 
tory. His only child, a daughter, a very lovely 
girl, had **no wooers seeking her'' on account 
of her father's convivial habits. The song de- 
scribes the daughter's charm, and deals sundry 
shrewd side-blows at fortune-hunters. It may 
be found in " Beauties of Gaelic Poetry." 

369. Maclean, Mary: Minor Poet. Daugh- 
ter of Archibald Maclean, she was born in 1856 
in Nova Scotia, but removed to Franklin, Massa- 
chusetts, in 1 88 1. She has written many short 
poems. 

370. Maclean, Mary Webster : Novelist 
and Artist. Born in 1842, the daughter of the 
Rev. William Maclean, she commenced to write 
novels for her own amusement. Some of these 
her father read, and advised publication. They 
proved successful. One of them, "The Italian 
Girl," was published at Philadelphia in 1869. 
Several others have appeared. In 1889, Miss 
Maclean was living in New York, where she 
had established some reputation as a portrait 
painter. 

371. Maclean, Sallie Pratt: Novelist. 
Born in Connecticut in 1855, she is a direct 
descendant of Lachlan Maclean, 6th of Coll. 
She was married to F. L. Grieve in 1887. She 
has attained much popularity as a novelist. 
" Cape Cod Folks," one of her most successful 
productions, first published in 1881, had reached 
a 23rd edition in eight years. Several other 
novels have come from her pen. 

372. Maclean, : Professor. A scion 

of the house of Coll, and born in that island, he 
ultimately settled in Denmark, and there became 
a professor in the University of Copenhagen. 

373. MACLEOD, Alexander, D.D. A native 
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of Mull, son of the parish minister of Kilfinichen 
and Kilvicairn, he was born in 1774 and died in 
1833. In the autumn of 1773 his father received 
a visit from Dr. Samuel Johnson, in his journey 
to the Western Islands. At the close of the 
visit the great lexicographer expressed himself 
as highly pleased with the entertainment fur- 
nished by his host, and said, " Sir, I thank you 
for your entertainment and conversation." He 
was afterwards characterised by Dr. Johnson as 
" the clearest-headed man he had met with in 
the Western Islands." His son emigrated to 
the United States of America, where he was 
trained for the ministry, and graduated from 
Union College in 1798. For a short lime he 
was pastor of a church at Wallkill, New York, 
but during the greater part of his life he minis- 
tered to the First Reformed Presbyterian Church, 
New York, and was famous as a preacher all 
over the country. Dr. Hew Scott, in the Fasti, 
says he was the author of several valuable works. 
He died in New York. 

374. Maclean, Miss : Noted Scottish 
Beauty. George Ticknor, the eminent Ameri- 
can author, who paid a visit to Edinburgh in 
1 819, thus speaks of her in his diary : "There 
was a young lady staying there who drew a 
great deal of company to the house — Miss 
Maclean [nc\ the most beautiful lady in Scot- 
land, and one indeed whose beauty had wrought 
more wonders than almost anybody's since the 
time of Helen, for she has actually been fol- 
lowed by the mob in the street, until she was 
obliged to take refuge in a shop from their mere 
admiration, and gave up going to the theatre 
because the pit twice rose up and, taking off 
their hats to show it was done in respect, called 
upon her to come to the front of the box where 
she sat, and stand up that they might see her. 
For myself, I could not find her so very remark- 
able, though, still, I would not appeal from a de- 
cision like this, which is like the decision of a 
nation. She had a fine face, certainly, an open, 
radiant kind of beauty, an exquisite complexion, 
brilliant black eyes and hair, and a very graceful 
figure and manner. Her conversation, too, was 
light and pleasant and unaffected, and, what 
was most of all to her credit, though she had a 
perfect consciousness of her own beauty, which 
she took no pains to conceal, it was mingled 
with no conceit. It was like an historical fact 
to her. She had half the titles in Scotland at 
her feet." So wrote George Ticknor. Lord 
Lamington, in a series of recollections running 
in Blackwood s Magazine at the time of his 
death and afterwards published separately under 
the title of " In the Days of the Dandies," treats 



of " some great beauties and social celebrities," 
and after referring to the Gunnings, goes on to 
say : " Now and then in my time some paragon 
of beauty, independent of rank and attractive 
dress, was occasionally to be seen. I remember 
a friend telling me Miss Maclean was so beau- 
tiful that whenever she appeared in Edinburgh, 
where she resided, a crowd collected." On one 
occasion when he accompanied her to a shop in 
Princes Street, police had to be sent for to clear 
the way, and when she entered the theatre the 
audience stood up in honour to her charms. 
Miss Maclean belonged to an Argyllshire 
family — the Macleans in Kilarrow, cadets of 
Shuna. It is said that she eventually married 
an officer by whose profligacy a shadow was 
cast over the remainder of her life. 

375. Maclachlan, Jessie N. : Gaelic 
Prima Donna. A native of Lorne, this High- 
land lassie has attained a high position among 
the vocalists of her native land. She is indeed 
as well known in the Dominion of Canada and 
the United States as she is in Great Britain. 
Her Celtic countrymen are grateful to her for 
giving vocal scientific expression to their Gaelic 
songs, and long may she go on charming the 
world with her splendid voice. 

376. Maclean, Donald, M.D. : Professor. 
This distinguished man, said to be the ninth 
chieftain of Drimnin, was the eldest son of Dr. 
Charles Maclean, who died at Kingston, Onta- 
rio, in 1872. Dr. Donald Maclean was a grad- 
uate of Edinburgh University and enjoyed an 
extensive practice in Canada. He latterly re- 
moved to the United States, aud held the Chair 
of Surgery in the University of Michigan from 
1870 to 1888. He was also for a number of 
years chief surgeon of the Michigan, Central, and 
Grand Trunk Railroads, and in 1894 was Presi- 
dent of the American Medical Association. He 
died in 1904. 

377. Maclean, Norman (Rev.) : Estab- 
lished Church Divine and Author. A native of 
Islay, he is now the parish minister of Colinton. 
He is a young clergyman of considerable cul- 
ture, and has published an excellent volume en- 
titled "Children of the Mist," a collection of 
short stories about the Western Highlands. He 
is a frequenjt contributor to literary and religious 
journals, and promises to be a popular and pow- 
erful writer. He was ordained at Glengarry in 
1892, and a year or two ago was translated to 
Colinton, near Edinburgh. 

378. MACLEOD, Anne C. (Mrs. Wilson): 
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Poetess. Second daughter of the late Dr. Norman 
Macleod, of the Barony Parish, Glasgow. Some 
of her poems appear in an attractive little volume 
entitled " Songs of a Highland Home." The 
poems contained in the collection are the work 
of several generations of this highly gifted 
family, of which she is one of the members. 
She has included a few of her own, among them 
several chaste songs with taking titles and pleas- 
ing melodies, such as " Darling, Rest," " Sing, 
Sing, ye Birdies," " The Pride of Strathmore " 
(to the tune of Ewan MacLachlan*s ever-popular 
song, " Air faillirin illirin a Jacobite song to 
a Highland melody; "The Days that are Gone," 
to a Gaelic air ; and " If I had the Wealth of 
India," to a variant of the air " Bruthaichean 
Ghlinn-braon," or "A blu fagail na duthcha." 
Mrs. Wilson was also co-editress with Harold 
Boulton of that excellent compilation, " Songs 
of the North." 

379- MACLEOD, John, D.D. : "High Priest 
of Morven," Moderator of Church of Scotland, 
and Poet. He was the youngest son of Dr. 
Norman Macleod of Morven, bom 1801, and 
became colleague and successor to his father in 
that romantic Highland parish, of which he was 
a native. The youngest son of a stalwart family 
of sixteen sons and daughters, his career was 
singularly peaceful and uneventful. He was 
ordained in 1824 as successor to his father ; had 
D.D. from Glasgow 1845 ; was elected clerk to 
the synod 1842 ; and was one of a deputation 
sent out the same year by the General Assembly 
to visit the churches in British America. He 
was chosen Moderator of the General Assembly 
in 1851, and died in 1882. It is said of him that 
"in physical, as in mental, stature he towered 
head and shoulders above the people. l)is 
unusual height (six feet eight) in no way de- 
tracted from his strength or his fitness for hard 
exercise and long endurance. In youth he had 
been a sportsman, and his skill was known on 
every moor of his native region. On all these 
western shores was no more fearless or tiusty 
pilot." The late Lord Tennyson said, after a 
night spent in his company, that he was the 
finest man he had ever met, adding, " He is a 
man with a well-born head." Dr. Shairp, of 
Sl Andrews, said of him, " I have never seen 
anyone of such forceful and impressive person- 
ality, or who made you feel more that he was a 
king of men." Dr. Macleod's boat song, " Send 
the Biorlinn on careering," is a favourable ex- 
ample of his power alike as a Gaelic and Eng- 
lish poet. 

Dollar. W. B. R. Wilson. 

{To be continued,) 



ABERDEEN MAPS AND VIEWS. 

L— MAPS AND PLANS RELATING TO THE CITY. 

{Continued Jrom Vol, VII., 2nd S,^ page ^i,) 

An asterisk prefixed to a date signifies that a copy 
of the map or plan is to be found in the Public 
Library, 

23. ♦1865. Aberdeen Sewerage Works. Plan 
of the City and Suburbs of Aberdeen, show- 
ing the site of the Proposed Irrigation Mead- 
ows, and Division of Police Territory into 
Drainage Districts : also Lines of Principal 
Outfall Sewers for Projects Nos. i and 2 
described in the accompanying Report, dated 
19th December, 1864. 

The report referred to, in which this plan of 
the city occurs, is by Robert Anderson, then 
resident engineer to' the Aberdeen Waterworks 
Extension, and embodied '* Observations on a 
scheme of utilising the greater portion of the 
sewage on the Old Town Links and adjoining 
lands." Printed by Chalmers. 

24. 1865-7. Aberdeen. Ordnance Survey Map. 

On scale of 126720 inches to one mile. This 
map was revised in 1899-1900 at the expense of 
the city authorities. 

25. 1865-7. Aberdeen (District). Ordnance 
Survey Map. 

On scale of one inch to one mile ; with roads 
in colour. 

26. *i867. Aberdeen Harbour Improvements : 
Plan to accompany Report by the Harbour 
Engineer, 5th August, 1867. 

Gives soundings in the bay and harbour en- 
trance. Shows proposed extension of North 
Pier, proposed South Breakwater, proposed 
diversion of the river Dee, proposed graving 
dock, and other schemes. The plan of the city 
comprises only the portion bounded by Market 
Street and Castle Street, and extending thence 
towards the pier. It was the work of Keith 
and Gibb. 

27. ♦1868. Plan of the Lands of Rubislaw. By 
James F. Beattie. 

This sectional plan — the work of Keith and 
Gibb — shows in a very clear and interesting way 
the properties and feuing arrangements relative 
to the district lying west of Union Place and 
Victoria Street. At that time Osborne Place 
was only projected, and was to be named North 
Garden Place. Doubtless its nearness to Albert 
Street suggested the present designation. Foun- 
tainhall House — the subject of the late Dr. 
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Cruickshank's monograph, Vanishing Aber- 
deen** — was then occupied by Rev. Dr. Mac- 
phail, of Free East Church. Glenburn Distil- 
lery, near Rubislaw Den, was still standing, but 
disused (after 1857); and practically all the 
ground north, south, and west of Queen's Cross, 
now covered with streets, was agricultural or 
nursery ground. The feuing of the really fine 
thoroughfiare, Albyn Place, and Rubislaw Ter- 
race was well advanced. Albyn Terrace had 
been feued out, but had only begun to be built 
upon. Relative to the formation of Rubislaw 
Terrace and Queen's Terrace (the latter only 
projected in 1868), it is not usually remembered 
that Giles, the noted Aberdeen artist, had a 
share in designing them. The following extract 
dealing with the point is interesting : — 

"Proposed New Terrace.— We understand that 
plana have been sketched for a new terrace of housea 
proposed to be erected on the property of Mr. Skene 
of Kublslaw, on the north side of Albyn Place. The 
style of architecture possesses In a high dettree the 
rai-e merit of combining what is new, at least in 
Aberdeen, with what is, in point of taste, exceedingly 
beautiful. It does not admit of a more precise 
designation, but may be described as in the stvle of 
the renowned Abbotsford House— a combination of 
the Scottish and Elizabethan orders, llie houses 
alternate in pairs : the one of a superior description, 
having handsome bow windows, reaching the heiffhi 
of lN>th floors, with a neat balustrade ; the other 
with plain windows. In each case the door is 
reached by a flight of steps- an arrangement at- 
tained by the basement floor being half-sunk. The 
interior arrangements would be exceedingly com- 
modious, and possessed of every requisite that even 
luxury itself could suggest The dining-rooms in the 
case of the superior character of houses would, by 
means of the bow window, be 50 feet in length, and the 
other 25 feet. The extent of the terrace, as planned, 
would be about 1,500 feet, with a depth of feu of 
about 150. This is exclusive of pleasure grounds in 
front, between which and the houses there will, we 
believe, be a road or drive, with approaches. The 
plan, whicti embraces about fifty houses, is the joint 
production of Mr. Giles, artist, and Messrs. Mac- 
kenzie & Matthews, architects. It is truly a splen- 
did project (the merits of whidi cannot be sufficiently 
unfolded in a written description), and by the enter- 
prise of Mr. Skene, the proprietor, backed by public- 
spirited cltisens taking feus, its realisation would 
seem to be attainable. The situation is one of the 
best about the city."— Aberdeen Journal. Quoted in 
Aberdeen Herald, 3rd April, 1852. 

28. ♦1869. Plan of the City of Aberdeen and 
Torry Farm Estate, referred to in the Report 
of the Town Councirs Committee of date 8th 
April, 1869. 

Drawn on a scale of one inch to six hundred 
feet. (The work of Keith & Gibb. ) Interesting 
as a reminder of the local controversy over the 
proposed purchase of Torry Farm estate. The 
bridge and new streets through that property 
are duly set down — almost exactly, although 
the Corporation scheme missed fire, as they 
have since been realised. 

29. *i869. Map of the City of Aberdeen and 
its Invirons, corrected up to 1869. 

Drawn on a scale of five inches to one mile. 
(Also the work of Keith & Gibb.) The copy in 



the Public Library is tinted to show the por- 
tions of ground, and the price, in the south- 
western, western, and north-western suburbs of 
the*city, between 1858 and 1869. 

30. *i87i. Plan of the City of Aberdeen, shew- 
ing the Municipal and Police Boundary, and 
Division into Wards. 

This plan— by Keith & Gibb— is usually bound 
up with the Aberdeen MunicipaUty Extension 
Act, 1871 '* (Cornwall & Sons, 1871). 

31. 1871. Plan of the City of Aberdeen, cor- 
rected up to 1 87 1. 

Also by Keith & Gibb. Scale of one inch to 
one mile. Has the boundary coloured. (British 
Museum.) 

32. 1871. Plan du Port D' Aberdeen. 

A reference to this French map of the har- 
bour occurs in Scottish Notes S» QiurUs, Vol. 
X. (ist .S.), p. 39. It was "Publie d'apres les 
lev^s du Comr. Slater, R.N." (See No. 11.) 
Engraved by Erhard. Published at 50c Has 
numerous chart markings firom Slater. (British 
Museum.) 

33. *i872. Plan of the City (Municipal and 
Police Boundary) and its Division into Wards. 

This plan — by A. Dakers, lithographer — forms 
the frontispiece to James Valentine's "Classi- 
fication and Arrangement of the Several Local 
Acts of Parliament," 1872. 

34. ♦1874. Design for Wooded .Avenues, New 
Roads, and Drives, with Bridge to connect 
the South and North Banks of the River Dee. 
By J. W. 1st October, 1874. 

This is a design by, I think, the late James 
Willet — drawn by Samuel Reid, and lithographed 
by Taylor & Henderson. It is rather extra* 
ordinary in respect that its main feature — apart 
from the projected bridge over the river, which 
is set down in the line of Market Street — is a 
wooded avenue cutting straight over hill and 
dale from the bridge to the ridge of the Gram- 
pians near the Giant Cairn. 

35. *i879. Chart of Soundings in Aberdeen 
Harbour. By W. D. Cay, Harbour Engineer. 
October, 1879. 

A chart of very detailed soundings of the 
harbour entrance and bay. It is explained that 
the soundings in the bay were taken in 1867 ; in 
the navigation channel and tidal harbour, and 
in the old bed of the Dee east of timber bridge, 
in 1879 ; and in the Victoria and Upper Docks, 
and old bed of river west of the bridge, in 1878. | 
The Victoria Bridge over the new channel of 
the Dee was then in course of construction. 

36. *i88o. Plan of the City of Aberdeen. 

This is a plan adapted by William Boulton, 
Burgh Surveyor, to illustrate the City Improve- 
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ments Scheme, 1882, with extension of boundary 
and proposed new streets marked. The parts 
of the scheme shown in this map which have 
actually been carried out are — the construction 
of Rosemount Viaduct ; the extension of Huntly 
Street to Chapel Street; the continuation of 
Bon -Accord Street through the lands of Ferry- 
hill House to Fonthill Road, and the improve- 
ment of the last-named thoroughfare. This map 
shows also three other important works — the 
formation of a straight line of street, really a 
continuation of Union Street, from Castle Street 
to the Links ; a new street in line with School- 
hill from St. Nicholas Street to Broad Street, 
and a widened and improved College Street 
from the foot of Bridge Street to Affleck Street. 
These adaptations were made for the purposes 
of the Aberdeen Extension Act, 1883. 

37. *i88o. Aberdeen Harbour. Plan showing 
Improvements in progress, 20th October, 
1880. 

A small 8vo plan — the work of Gibb and 
Hay— marked in red to show proposed improve- 
ments. These proposed improvements included 
the entire clearing away of Regent Bridge ; the 
construction of a new travelling bridge, quay 
extension to nearly opposite Commerce Street, 
and a new quay constructed in the Upper 
Dock, dividing it longitudinally into two *' bays.'* 

38. *i88l Aberdeen Harbour. Plan of Pro- 
posed Roads in Reclaimed Land. 1st Septem- 
ber, i88l 

An 8vo plan, similar to No. 37 — also Gibb and 
Hay— showing the laying out of the reclaimed 
land west of Market Street. 

39. *i882 (c). Aberdeen. (In Ward & Lock's 
"Guide to the North-east of Scotland," &c.) 

A small plan, size of a small 8vo page, exe- 
cuted by Bartholomew, Edinburgh. It gives 
the race course on the links that used to be a 
feature in many of the Aberdeen maps. 

40. 1882. Aberdeen Harbour. Surveyed by 
W. D. Cay, Harbour Engineer, 1882. 

Shows soundings in Bay of Nigg from the 
earlier survey by Comr. Slater, R.N. Published 
at the Admiralty, 30th December, 1882, under 
the superintendence of Sir Frederick Evans, 
R.N., K.C.B., F.R.S, Hydrographer. (British 
Museum.) 

4L ♦1883. Plan showing Proposed Harbour 
of Refuge at Aberdeen Harbour. William 
Smith, engineer. 

The idea illustrated in this plan was to re- 
move the North Pier, or all of it except a portion 
at the point, which would be utilised in a new 
North Pier that would start from a point in the 
beach near the lifeboat house. A north mole 
was to be constructed beyond the point of the 



new pier and slightly to the north of it, the 
intervening space to form a wave and current 
outlet. A slight extension of the South Break- 
water was also to form part of the scheme. 

42. 1885. Plan of the City of Aberdeen. 

The work of Gibb & Hay. I take this 
reference from Scottish Notts Queries^ Vol. 
X., p. 39. I have no information about it 
beyond the mere entry as above, and should be 
glad of the opportunity of examining a copy. 

43. ♦1887. Plan of the City of Aberdeen. Re- 
vised up to date. By Andrew Gibb & Co. 

A very interesting and beautiful plan. The 
Public Library copy, purchased at Dr. Walker's 
sale, May, 1903, is specially interesting, as it is 
adapted to show certain projected improve- 
ments. These include (i) the construction of 
the Rosemount Viaduct, since carried out ; (2) 
a new street from St Nicholas Street to Broad 
Street, as in No. 36 ; (3) a new line of street 
from Broad Street to the links, proposed to be 
accomplished by widening and straightening 
Queen Street, continuing the line by cutting a 
new street from King Street to Park Street, 
which would emerge at the top of Constitution 
Street, and by widening Constitution Street; 
(4) and, most important, a new lipe of street 
that would commence about the middle of 
Mearns Street, strike upwards in an oblique line 
across James Street, Marischal Street, and 
Shiprow, emerging in Union Street at th« top 
of Shiprow; it would resume at the opposite 
side of Union Street, partly on the site of St. 
Katharine's Wynd, cut northward across Nether- 
kirkgate, across the proposed new street from 
St. Nicholas Street to Broad Street, across 
Upperkirkgate, along the site of Loch Street to 
Spring Garden, and from that point continue 
directly northwards across Hutcheon Street and 
Causewayend, through the Jute Works pro- 
perty, Sunnybank, to Old Aberdeen, where it 
was to end — rather ignominously, it must be 
said — by emerging on the narrow thoroughfare 
known as Powis Lane. It seems a very fine 
scheme up to a certain point, and has occasion- 
ally been talked about in a general way. It is 
very singular and interesting to have it embodied 
in this way in the plan. 

G. M. Eraser. 

Public Library, 
Aberdeen. 

(My friend, Mr. R<>bert Anderson, editor, Aberdeen 
Journal, corrects me on certain points relative to the archi- 
tects of Gordon's College buildings. In the jottings on 
Archibald Simpson's map of 1840 (No. 12), I spoke of the 
oriffinal building as the design of Gibbs, ana the extension of 
18SS-33 as the work of Simpson. As to the architect of the 
original building there is a doubt, which I should have 
noted. As to the extension, I was quite wrong. Both John 
Smith and Archibald Simpson submitted plans— Simpson, 
indeed, put in two— but it was Smith's, not Simpson's, that 
was selected. It is very curious how John Smith's work has, 
on repeated occasions, to run the gauntlet, so to speak, of 
his celebrated rival's reputation.— G. M. F.) 
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COMMUNION TOKENS 

OF THE 

ESTABLISHED CHURCHES OF THE PRESBYTERIES OF LOCHCARRON AND SKYE. 

(Synod of Glenelg.) 

. The inscription on the token is shown in black type. Separate lines are indicated by vertical bars. 
The sizes are given in sixteenths of m inch. 



PRESBYTERY. OF LOCHCARRON. 
APPLECROSS. 

(1) Obv. — AC I 6 (incuse). Representing Applecross. 6th table. 
Rev. — Blank. Oblong, 12 x 13. Illustration i. 

(2) Obv. — APX around outside, with dot in centre. 
Rev. — Blank. Round, 14. Illustration 2. 

(3) Obv. — APX in line across centre of token. 
Rev. — Blank. Round, 10. 

(4) Obv.— APX 

Rev. — Blank. Oval, 12 x ig. Illustration 3. 

QAIRLOCH. 

Obv.-QAIR- I LOCH. 

Rev. — 181 1. Oval, 11 x 17. Illustration 4. 

QLBNELG. 

Obv.— PARISH OF QLENELQ in oval, with REV«> | A B | 1834 in centre. (Alexander 

Beith was minister at this date.) 
Rev. — Blank. Oblong, 10 x 15. Illustration 5. 

GLENSHIELb 

(1) Obv.— QLENSHEIL. 

Rev. — 1834. Oval, 13 x 18. Illustration 6. 

(2) Obv.— QLENSHIEL | 184J | F MO|. (Farquhar Mclver was minister at this date.) 
Rev. — Blank. Oval, 13 x 16. 

EmTAIL 

(1) Obv. — K (large and rudely moulded letter). The initial letter of name of parish. 
Rev. — Blank. Round, 15. Illustration 7. 

(2) Obv. — K (incuse), with serrated border. 
Rev. — Blank. Round, 17. Illustration 8. 

(3) Obv.— KL« The first and last letter of name of parish. 
Rev. — 1776. Square, 11, 

(4) Obv. — KINTAIL I 18J7 I J. M. (James Morison was minister at this date.) 

Rev.— DEANAISH | SO MAR | CHUIMHNEACHAN | ORMSA. Oval, i2x 19. Illustra- 
tion 9. 

KNOTDART. 

Obv.-KNOVDART | CHURCH | 1866 in fancy letters. 

Rev.— "THIS DO IN | REMEMBRANCE | OP ME." Oval, 11 x 15. Illustration 10. 

LOCHALSH. 

(1) Obv. — L (incuse). The initial letter of name of parish. 
Rev. — Blank. Round, 15. Illustration 11. 

(2) Obv.— L 

Rev.— Blank. Round, 13. 

(3) Obv. — L. H. (incuse). The first and last letter of name of parish. 
Rev. — Blank. Round, 13. Illustration 12. 

LOOHBROOH. 

Obv.— LOCH- I BROOM. 
Rev.— 18 1 1. Oval, II X 18. 

LOOHCARRON. 

(i) Obv.— LN (incuse). The first and last letter of name of parish. 
Rev.— Blank. Round, 15. Illustration 13. 
Obv.-LOCHCARRON, 
Rev.— 1814. Oval, II X 18. 
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PLOOKHrON. 

Obv.— PLOCTON 1834 in circle, with centre blank. 
Rev.— Blank. Round, 16. Illustration 14. 

SHIELDAIG. 

Obv. —SHI ELD AO 1835. in circle, with centre blank. 
Rev. — Blank. Round, 16. Illustration 15. 

ULLAPOOL. 

(1) Obv. — U.L. The first and last letter of name of parish. 
Rev. — Blank. Round, 13. Illustration 20. 

(2) Obv. -ULLAPOOL 1 PARISH CHURCH | 1884. 
Rev. — Blank. Oblong, with cut corners, 12 x 17. 

Note.— Poolewe has no tokens. 



PRESBYTERY OF SKYE. 
BRACADALE. 

ii) Obv. — B (large). The initial letter of name of parish. 

Rev. — Blank. Round, 14. Illustration 16. 
(2) Obv.— PARISH OP BRACADALE CHURCH, in oval,with Burning Bush | 1866. in centre. 

Rev.— "This do In remembrance of me." in oval, with **But let a man examine 
himself" in centre. Upright oval, 13 x ig. 

DUIRINIBH. 

Obv.— DURINISH around outside, with centre blank. 

Rev. — J, S. (John Shaw was minister from 181 1 to 1813.) Round, 15. Illustration 17. 

KELMUIK. 

(1) Obv. — K (small incuse letter). The initial letter of name of parish. 
Rev. — Blank. Round, ii. 

(2) Obv, — K (large incuse letter). 

Rev.— Blank. Round, 12. Illustration 18. 

(3) Obv.— K (incuse). 

Rev. — Blank. Square, 8. 

(4) Obv. — K (small incuse block letter). 
Rev.— Blank. Square, with cut corners, 12. 

PORTREB. 

(1) Obv. — P (incuse). The initial letter of name of parish. 
Rev. — Blank. Square, 10. Illustration 19. 

(2) Obv. — I N (incuse), representing John Nicholson, who was minister from 1756 to 1799. 
Rev.— Blank. Round, 8. 

BLEAT. 

Obv.— PARISH OF SLEAT in oval, with REVD | J. MOIVER | 1846 in centre. 
Rev. — Blank. Oblong, 11 x 14. Illustration 21. 

8NIZ0RT. 

(1) Obv.— S (incuse). The initial letter of name of parish. 
Rev. — Blank. Oblong, 9x11. Illustration 22. 

(2) Obv, — S (incuse). 

Rev. — Blank. Square, 11. 

STRATH. 

(1) Obv.— Both sides are blank. 
Rev. — Round, 11. 

(2) Obv.— S (incuse). 

Rev.— Blank. Square, 10. Illustration 24. 

(3) Obv. — MC representing McLeod. (Norman McLeod was minister from 1715 to 1717.) 
Rev. — Blank. Round, 11. Illustration 23. 

Note. — Hallin — in Waternish, Small Isles, and Stenscholl have no tokens. 
(To he contlnwds) 

41 Cairnfield Place. James Anderson. 
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"THE BANFFSHIRE MACWILLIAMS" : 
PATRONYMICS, Etc. 

I have been reading with considerable interest 
the "notes and queries" which have appeared in 
some recent numbers concerning " The Family 
of MacWilliams," especially "The Banffshire 
MacWilliams," so called from having been at 
one time so numerous in Strathaven, Glenlivet, 
and Mortlach. Surely it is a mistake, however, 
to designate the MacWilliams as a clan. If 
they were a clan, it might be asked, for one 
thing, who was their chief? Is it not evident, 
rather, that MacWilliam, Mac Willie, MacCullie, 
or, in the case of females, NicWilliam, etc., was 
simply an individual patronymic, indicating that 
the individual's father's or sometimes grand- 
father's Christian name was William, and which 
patronymic was not necessarily, indeed, very 
commonly was not, transmitted to the suc- 
ceeding generation ? H. D. McW. gives a string 
of MacWilliams, MacCollaes, etc., taken from 
the Parish Registers of Inveravon between 1631 
and 1648, and seems to imply that they were all 
members of the same family. On the contrary, 
I think that this does not in the least follow, and 
that, probably — so far as their clan was con- 
cerned — they may have been some of them 
Stewarts, Grants, or Gordons, or others, as the 
case might be. 

All through the 17th century the system of 
patronymics prevailed in the designation of 
mdividuals in those Highland districts, and, of 
course, they were in Gaelic. But when these 
had to be recorded in writing, whether in Parish 
Registers or public Records, a duty which, in 
most cases, probably devolved upon Lowland 
scribes, these scribes would be not a little puzzled 
in the matter of the spelling. No doubt they 
would do their best, but the result was the pro- 
duction of some most uncouth and apparently 
unpronounceable cognomens, though any one 
with a moderate knowledge of Gaelic finds no 
great difficulty in understanding and interpreting 
them. There is a very good specimen in the 
Register of the Privy Council, Vol. X. (1613- 
1616), which ought to be interesting to H. D. 
McW. This is a Commission, dated 7th Nov- 
ember, 161 5, for the apprehension of John 
M*William Moir in Auchnahyle and upwards of 
70 other Highlanders, specified by name, ail of 
them evidently being inhabitants of Strathdown 
(/>., Strathaven), who were put to the horn " for 
not finding caution for their appearance before 
the Justice in answer to the charge of murdering 
John and AUaster Stewart, sons of the late 
George Stewart, in Drumquhen" (PDrummin). 

few Grants and Gordons figure in this list, 



these probably being men of the better class, 
but by far the great majority are designated by 
their Gaelic patronymics, which indicate the 
father's and sometimes the grandfather's Chris- 
tian name, but not the clan name ; and amongst 
these, besides the leading culprit or alleged cul- 
prit abovementioned, there are six or eight more 
M*Williams, such as " Johnne, William, and 
Allane M*Gawlarichis, alias M*William Begis in 
Gawlariche" ; " Patrick Dow M*William V*Age 
in Auchleakin," and others. 

It is observable that, besides the patronymics, 
the designations frequently included epithets 
indicative of personal qualities or appearance, 
such as Mor, Beg, Dow, Ban, Roy, and Riach, 
these being the equivalents of Moir, Begg, Black, 
White, Reid, and Brown or Gray, very common 
Scotch surnames at the present day. Again, in 
the case of others, there was conveyed the trade 
or occupation of the individual or his progeni- 
tors, as Gow, Saor, Taillear or M*lntailzear, 
Greusaich or M*Grassick, which, translated into 
Lowland Scots, mean Smith, Joiner, Taylor, and 
Sout^r. 

H. D. McW., at the end of his catalogue of 
Inveravon MacWilliams and MacCollaes, says — 
"One wonders what has become of the descend- 
ants of these persons." Well, it is quite im- 
possible to say, but why it is impossible may not 
be very difficult of explanation. The patro- 
nymics were not permanent ; they changed with 
each succeeding generation. Probably it may 
have been well mto the 18th century before the 
cumbersome system of patronymics above de- 
scribed was given up in those Highland dis- 
tricts, and the more convenient plan was 
gradually adopted whereby people came to be 
known by a Christian name and a surname, and 
the surname became, as it were, stereotyped, and 
passed on to succeeding generations. Then 
what took place was most likely very much in 
this wise : — Some would adopt the clan name — 
the name of the clan to which they belonged or 
thought they belonged — becoming Stewarts or 
Grants, M'Intoshes or M*Kenzies, or Erasers ; 
and, naturally, these would remain the most 
numerous surnames in the respective clan coun- 
tries. Others would stick to the patronymics 
derived from their immediate ancestors, such as 
MacWilliam (or in the much commoner form of 
Williamson), M*Innes, M*Kinlay, M*Connochie, 
etc., etc. Yet others would be content with the 
personally descriptive appellations, and thus we 
have the numerous Moirs and Beggs, the Dows 
or Blacks, Bains or Whites, Roys, Reids, Riachs, 
Bowies, and so forth. Lastly, there were the 
names derived from occupations or trades, which' 
survive in the Gows or Smiths, the Taylors, the 
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• Grassicks or Sout^rs, and many more/ But, 
certainly, the Mac Williams and M4nneses, and 
much less the Dows and Gows, are not properly 
described as " clans.*' On the other hand, there 
is no doubt that, if their ancestry could be traced 
out, many of those bearing the surnames in 
question are in reality just as much Stewarts or 
Frasers or Grants or M'Intoshes, etc., etc., as 
are a great many of those who are now the 
bearers of these clan names. 

A good deal more might be said on the sub- 
ject of the patronymics if time and space per- 
mitted. I turn, however, for a moment to the 
''suggested MacFarlane origin '* of the Mac- 
Williams and other septs, a theory which H. D. 
McW. regards as at least doubtful, and in this 
opinion I am much inclined to agree. At the 
same time there are some points of considerable 
interest raised by the statement quoted from 
Buchanan of Auchmar. To select one of them— 
he refers to a sept termed Allans or MacAUans — 
so called, according to him, from one Allan 
MacFarlane, " a sept not only very numerous in 
the North, but also divers of them of good 
account, such as the families of Auchorrachan, 
Ballengowen, Drummin, etc." Now, we know 
that the Stewarts in Straihaven — some, if not 
most of them' — have always called themselves 
" Clan Allan." As for the locality of Drummin, 
this was the principal seat of the Stewarts, an 
illegimate branch, if I mistake not, of the Royal 
family, who ruled Strathaven for a long time 
before it became a possession of the Huntly 
Gordons ; the ruins of their castle still stand 
there at the confluence of the Li vet with the 
Avon. Then, in Auchorrachan, a farm place in 

I Glenlivet, it appears there were Stewarts towards 
the end of the 17th century, possibly later; from 
them were descended the Stewarts of Lesmurdie 
in Cabrach. The prevalence of Stewarts in 

I the Highlands of Banffshire is easily enough 
accounted for. As has just been said, Stewarts 
ruled in Strathaven for a long period down to 
about 300 years ago. Then, the Castle of Bal- 
venie in Mortlach was one of the seats of the 
Stewarts, Earls of Athol. The custom is well 
known under which the people on the lands were 
wont to assume the name of the overlords, while 
it is far from unlikely there might be a pretty 

) numerous stock of bastards who would be pro- 
vided with possessions up and down the sur- 
rounding country. But the present point is 
whether there could have been any connection 
between "the sept termed Allans or Mac- 
Allans," said by Buchanan to have been im- 
ported several centuries ago from the MacFar- 
lane country, and the " Clan Allan " known to 

k us as having been recently, or even now, in 



Strathaven and neighbourhood. If so, it would 
follow that the incomers must have adopted the 
name of Stewart as their clan name. All that 
can be said is that some proof of any such 
identity is greatly required, and it is exceedingly 
doubtful if any will be forthcoming. I do not 
think it at all likely that H. D. McW. will hear 
of any families in Banffshire or Aberdeenshire, 
belonging to the septs mentioned, claiming to 
belong to the clan MacFarlane. 

Your correspondent, in his conclusion, asks, 
" What tartan would have been worn by mem- 
bers of the above septs who might have settled 
on Grantor Gordon territory?" This is not a 
very important matter, and surely no precise 
answer can be expected. It may be presumed 
that the habiliments of the period were not 
particularly gorgeous at the best. The some- 
what theatrical costume which we are now ac- 
customed to see representing the Highland garb 
had not then come into use. It does not appear 
that there were any distinctive clan tartans. 
" The idea of distinguishing the clans by their 
tartans is but a fashion of modern date in the 
Highlands themselves." This is the statement 
of no less an authority than Sir Walter Scott, 
and most of those who have investigated and 
considered the subject agree with him. The 
tartans in use before the "idea" referred to 
took shape— comparatively few in number — 
were district tartans. If so, the septs referred 
to, when they wore tartans, would no doubt 
wear the tartan of the district, whatever that 
may have been. I am not sure but that H. D. 
McW. might find some information upon this 
point in Stewart's book upon old tartans, to 
which at any rate he may be referred. 

J. F. M. 



Gordons as Gipsies.— Robert Gibson, in 
"An Old Berwickshire Town" (p. 222), refers to 
the lost industry of horn spoon making. The 
horn trade, he says, was confined to the fam- 
ilies of the Gordons and the Youngs. "The 
Gordons came originally from the North to 
Westruther, from which place they came to 
Greenlaw. Michael Gordon's daughter, Jean, 
who died in 1889, was the last of the spoon- 
makers." 

Balloch Family.— An interesting note on 
a member of this family occurs in " Britane's 
Distemper" (p. 130) :—" Some alleages that the 
Marquise [of Huntly] joyned with him in com- 
mand [at the Battle of Alford, 1645] generall 
quarter maister Balloch ; but if it was so I 
think his part in command could not be much, 
since he wanted the language and for the most 
part was unknowne of all the hylandcrs." 
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A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF EDINBURGH 
PERIODICAL LITERATURE (V., 20, etc) 



{Continued from Vol. VIL^znd S.^page yj.) 
[Supplementary. ] 

1842. The Prompter atid Scottish Dramatic Review, 
No. I, Vol. I., Saturday, November 12, 1842; 
12 pp., 8vo, price id. weekly. Edinburgh : printed 
and published by W. & H. Robinson, 11 Greenside 
Street. The usual size of the journal was 8 pp. 
With No. 19 the price was raised to ijd. 

The Prompter briefly indicated its scope thus : — 

"While the performances in every theatre in Scotland 
shall be regularly reviewed in the pages of the 
Prompter^ it is to Edinburgh and Glasgow that our 
attention will be chiefly directed ; and in these, the 
two principal cities In Scotland, not only the theatres 
but ^e circuses, concerts, and, iu short, every place of 
amusement, will be noticed at full length weekly." 

Supplements in the form of the " Prompter's Song 
Book " were occasionally issued. 

The first volume was brought to a close with 
No. 24, May 13, 1843. The conductor had fre- 
quently to complain of the laxity of subscribers in 
paying their dues. In this issue he pointedly 
said— 

" The Prompter has not answered our expectations ; 
and this is not owing, or at least but in a very small 
extent, to a limited sale, but to our subscribers not 
having ' paid up.' Will it be believed that upwards of 
one hundred are still due their first quarter's sub- 
scription?" 

The editor accordingly announced a reduction in 
size, and the limitation of his interest to Edin- 
burgh alone. I have seen only the first issue of 
the next volume, 4 pp., price id., with pagina- 
tion continued from Vol. I. It contains no notice 
of stoppage. 

1843. The Scottish and North of England Medical 
Gazette. No. i, Saturday, October 7, 1843 ; 32 
pp., 8vo, in double columns ; fortnightly, in a blue 
cover. Edinburgh: published for the proprietors 
by W. Montignani, Leith Street, and P. Rickard, 
South Bridge, and printed by W. H. Lizars. This 
apparently homoeopathic journal was edited by 
T. Lindley Kemp, M. D. No controversial matter 
of even a semi-private kind was admitted. 

" We desire it to be understood that we wish the pages 
of this journal to be devoted solely to matters of 
science, and not to complaints of any individual or 
individuals, however much they may seem to merit 
them." 

The career of the Gazet*e was short. The last 
number was issued on March 30, 1844. It was 
then merged in the newly founded Northern 
Journal of Medical Science, 

1844. The Northern Journal of Medicine. A 
Monthly Survey of the Progress of Medical Know- 
ledge at Home and Abroad. No. i, May, 1844; 



88 pp., 8vo, price is. 6d. Edinburgh: published 
for the proprietors and printed by Oliver & Boyd, 
Tweedale Court, High Street. The prospectus 
stated — 

" It will be the study of the conductors of the Ncrtkem 
Journal of Medicine^ not merely to exhibit the progress 
of Medical Science, but to reduce each advance in 
knowledge to such a form as shall best meet the wants 
of their brethren engaged in the unceasing toils and 
bustle of practice." 

The contents of the Journal were divided into 
original articles, reviews, periscope, and medical 
memoranda. The editors were William Seller 
and T. Lindley Kemp — 

"Besides the editors a number of gentlemen, chiefly 
in Bdinburgh, engaged in the several walks of the pro- 
fession, made it their constant exertion, each in his 
own province, to obtain from new medical works and 
periodical publications the materials to afford an exact 
survey of the progress of scientific and practical 
medicine." 

In June, 1845 (No. 14), Dr. Kemp retired from 
the joint editorial control, and at the same time 
the printer and publisher became Hugh Paton, 
Adam Square. The publication continued for a 
few months longer, the last number (No. 26) being 
issued in June, 1846. In a note the editor said — 

"In consequence of a recent change in the manage- 
ment of the Monthly Journal of Medical Sdtnee.ne 
. has been Invited to join with Dr. J. H. Bennet in the 
editorship of a united monthly periodical, represent- 
ing at once in a new series the just mentioned journal 
and the Northern Journal of Medicine." 

The tone of his communication showed only too 
plainly that the editor rejoiced at the prospect. 
The amalgamation took place in July, 1846, the 
combined journal retaming the name of the older 
publication. 

1844. Scottish Dramatic Mirror and Public Amuse- 
ments Guide. No. i, Saturday, November 9, 
1844. Both Lowe and Cameron give this as an 
Edinburgh publication. I have examined some odd 
numbers, and find it only partially belonged to the 
capital. No. 8 (Saturday, December 28, 1844) is 
8 pp., 8vo, price i^d., and has as imprint: Pub- 
lished for the proprietors by James McLeod, 
20 Argyle Street, Glasgow; printed by Robert 
Tofts, 221 High Street The omission of " Edin- 
burgh " probably shows that its home was really 
there. No. 16, however, had the same publisher, 
but was printed by A. Smith, 7 Argyle Street, and 
so with Nos, 22 and 24. The Mirror continued 
till June 7, 1845, at least. 

1848. Fear-Tathaich nam Beann. (S. N. &> Q., 
2nd S., III., 135.) The first number of this Gaelic 
journal was published in January, 1848, in 
Glasgow by W. Gilchrist, 145 Argyle Street. It 
contained 32 pp., 8vo, in double columns; was 
priced 3s. per annum, and was written entirely in 
Gaelic. It was issued in connection with the 
interests of the Church of Scotland, whose emblem 
appeared above the title. The articles were partly 
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religious, and partly on general subjects interest- 
ing to Highlanders. With No. 15 (March, 1849) 
the publishing was transferred to Edinburgh and 
undertaken by Paton & Ritchie, 3 Hanover Street. 
The printing continued to be executed in Glasgow. ! 
This arrangement held good until the issue of the 
last number, No. 24, January, 1850. The result- 
ant volume contains 758 pages. 

1848. Monthly Retrospect of the Medical Sciences. 
No. I, February, 1848 ; 24 pp., 8vo. Edinburgh : 
published by Sutherland & Knox, George Street, 
and printed by Murray & Gibb. The editors of 
the nrst volume were Alexander Fleming, M.D., 
and [Sir] W. T. Gairdner, M. D. Next year the 
name of George £. Day, M.D., was added. In 
the monthly issues a London firm took precedence 
over the Edinburgh publishers, but the title page 
for the volume gave the publishers as above. The 
Retrospect contained the usual kind of medical 
articles and news. The last number was almost 
certainly that for December, 1849, although it con- 
tained no indication of stoppage. The periodical 
was then probably absorbed in the Monthly 
Journal of Medical Science, as the editors of that 
journal in 1849 were also those of the Retrospect. 

1849. The Ladies^ Review of Music and Fashion. 
Edinburgh: Alexander Robertson & Co., 35 Princes 
Street I have no information concerning this 
publication except what is contained in a review 
of Nos. 4-9, which appeared in the Aberdeen 
Herald y March 24, 1849: 

" Thifl Is a new musical periodical got up with much 
spirit at an exceedingly cheap price. It consists of 
two branches— a well conducted miscellany of original 
and selected matter, and eight pases of excellent 
music of large 4to size and beautiiulTy lithographed." 

185 1. The Dramatic Review and Weekly Miscel- 
lany. No. I, December 27, 1851; Vol. II., No. 2, 
May 12, 1852. Edinburgh, 1851-2, 8vo. (Query — 
if all published?)* 

1855. The Literary Spectator and jfournal of 
Science and Art. (S. N. <&• C-, 2nd S., IV., 147.) 
No. I, November, 1855; 16 pp., large 4to, three 
columns to the page ; price 6d. monthly. Edin- 
burgh : John Greig & Son, Melbourne Place. In 
No. 2 the imprint was amplified into — Edinburgh: 
printed by John Greig oc Son at their printing 
ofhce, 433 Lawnmarket, and published by them at 
2 Melbourne Place. Nos. 14-16 had no imprint. 
Educational supplements were published quarterly, 
the first being dated December 8, 1855, 8 pp., cir- 
culated gratuitously. 

The general appearance of the Literary Spec- 
tator recalls that of the present day Athenceum, 
and its plan was largely the same. Sections were 
devoted to art, science, etc. Each number was 



* An entry in " A Bibliography of Scottish Theatrical 
Literature," by James Cameron, in Transactions of Kdin- 
burgh Bibliographical Society, October, 1892. 



opened with a survey of the preceding month, and 
most space was devoted to long reviews of current 
books. The journal seems to have come to an 
end with No. 17, March, 1857, a title page and 
! index being supplied for the whole. 

1857. The Edinburgh Weekly Review. No. i, 
Saturday, February 28, 1857 ; 16 pp., folio, price 
3d. Edinburgh: printed by Adamson & Co., 
5 St. James' Square, and published at 3 Melbourne 
Place. No. 6 and onwards had as imprint: 
printed for the proprietor, James Bell, S.S.C., 
residing at 25 York Place. 

The opening number of the Review contained 
no manifesto of its purpose. It laid itself out to 
be a high-class critical journal after the manner of 
the spectator. Long articles appeared on politics, 
literature, science, and art Original poetry had 
a place, and each number concluded with a few 
short reviews of books and a summary of news on 
the particular line of the paper. Advertisements 
usually occupied four pages. The journal showed 
distinct ability, but was ponderous in manner. It 
did not survive long. Its last issue was No. 36, 
that for October 31, 1857. 

1859. The Christian Guest: a Family Magazine 
for Leisure Hours and Sundays. No. i, Saturday, 
February 5, 1859; 12 pp., 4to, with two columns 
to the page; price Jd. weekly or 3d. monthly. 
Edinburgh: published by Strahan & Co. at the 
office, 42 George Street ; printed by Ballantyne 
and Co., Paul's Work. (S. N.&*Q., 2nd S., V., 
56.) 

The Guest was at first almost entirely made up 
of extracts from books and religious journals, the 
source being uniformly given. At No. 13 the 
publisher secured the assistance of Dr. Norman 
Macleod. From that date, the words Revised 
by Rev. Norman Macleod, D.D., Glasgow," ap- 
peared under the general title, and the sub-title 
was altered to : A Family Magazine for Sunday 
Reading.'* More originality was at once intro- 
duced into the paper. Some articles were signed ; 
a few saw the light also in Dr. Macleod's other 
magazine. The Christian Magazine. With the 
exception of these articles written for the Guest 
specially, its plan was not materially changed by 
Dr. Macleod's advent. 

The last issue was No. 46, which carried no 
date but was that for December 17, 1859. It had 
this notice: — 

"This number of the Chriatian Ouent concludes its 
first year's issue. In future it will be merged into 
Oood Word*. . . . Subscribers will find the new 
magadne all that the Chriitian Guest has been, with 
many important additions and improvements." 

1860. Good Words. (S. N. 6* Q., 2nd S., V., 56.) 
Before the first number appeared. Dr. Macleod sent 
out the following letter signed in his own name : — 

" It may seem unwarrantable in a minister of a large 
and populous city pariah to undertake the labours and 
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accept the reBponalbllity of conducting a weekly 
magazine. I have been Indnced, however, to engage 
heartily and hopefully in this new and catholic enter- 
prise by the cordial promises of literarv aid which I 
have received from many well-known and tried writers 
connected witli almost every branch of the Church of 
Christ, whose 'Good Words' have become as 'house- 
hold words' in our Christian homes. 

"GkKMf WordM will contain instructive and original 
articles on various topics of interest to the Christian 
family : such as expositions of Scripture for Sabbath 
evening reading; devotional papers; biographical 
sketches of the great and good ; Illustrations of the 
glory of God as displayed in His material works; 
papers on social duties ; travels in Palestine illustrative 
of the Bible, etc., etc. 

" It is unnecessary to add that Good Word» will have 
no denominational connection, but is intended to be a 
medium of communication between writers and readers 
of every portion of the Church of Christ." 

26 Circus Drive, W. J. Couper. 

Glasgow. 

* 

H/VLLEY FAMILY. 



A Reference List. 



{See 2nd S., VL, 151.) 

McPike, Eugene Fairfield. Halley^s comet: its 
past history and 19 10 return ; a short bibliography 
with notes. 6 pp. {Smithsonian Misc, Coll.y quar- 
terly issue, Vol. IIL, Pt. i, No. 1580. Washing- 
ton, 1905). 

Sanu ; also issued separately. 

Halley*s comet and its discoverer. The Ob- 
servatory, XXVin. (No. 358, June, 1905), pp. 
256-257- 

Captain Edmond Halley's letters (1698-1700). 

Ihid.j pp. 321-322. 

Rudolph, Alexander J. Material for a bibliography 
of Dr. Edmond Halley (1656-1742), by Alexander 
J. Rudolph, Assistant Librarian of the Newberry 
Library, Chicago, with some notes and addenda 
by Eugene Fairfield McPike. {Bulletin of Biblio- 
graphy, IV., No. 4, July, 1905, pp. 53-57.) 

Same ; also issued separately. Boston : Boston 

Book Co., 1905. 

Scottish Notes 6* Queries, 2nd S., VL, 93, 112, 139, 
I5i» 159; VIL, 36. 

Chicago, U.S. Eugene F. McPike. 

* 

Scottish Names of Streets in Poplar, 
London. — Mr. James Tomlinson sends me the 
following list, which is specially interesting from 
the fact that a Scotchman at one time named the 
whole of the locality now so thickly populated. 
The names mentioned are Aberfeldy, Ailsa, 
Athol, Blair, Brig, Byron, Benledi, Brunswick, 
Cawdor, Culloden, Campbell, Cruden, Dee, Dun- 
keld, Donald, Duncan (Court), Ettrick, Find- 



horn, Glencoe, Glengall, Highland, Leven, Loch- 
nagar, Monteith, Nairn, Oban, Portree, Spey, 
Teviot, Uamvar, Ullin, Venue, Wyvis, Ythan, 
and Zetland. Robert Murdoch. 

* 

654. Robe's Monthly History. — I have now 
had the opportunity of examining McCulloch's 
Glasgow Weekly History, and would like to be 
similarly favoured with Robe's Monthly History pub- 
lished in Edinburgh about 1742-5. Any particulars 
would be gladly welcomed. Corson Cone. 

655. Sir David Brewster's Editorial Work. 
— Mrs. Gordon, in her "Home Life of Sir David 
Brewster " [Edinburgh, 1869], p. 88, states that " the 
Edinburgh Magazine had now taken a different 
form, and under the name of the Edinburgh Philo- 
sophical Journal Brewster edited it in conjunction 
with Professor Jameson, the eminent mineralogist, 
and afterwards alone, as the Edinburgh yournal of 
Science . . ." Mrs. Gordon carefully gives no 
dates. The writer of the article "Brewster" in 
the "National Dictionary of Biography" (VI., 301) 
is not so wise. He amplifies Mrs. Gordon. He 
says: "The Edinburgh Magazine was published 
from 1817 under the name of the Edinburgh Philo- 
sophical yournal, and Brewster edited it in conjunc- 
tion with Professor Jameson, the mineralogist, and 
afterwards alone, the name being again changed 
(1819) to the Edinburgh Journal 0/ Science.'' Now, 
all the dates and most of the statements in these 
extracts are erroneous. The Edinburgh Magazine 
lost its identity in the Scots Magazine in 1804. In 
1 8 17 the joint publication resumed the name of the 
Edinburgh Magazine, and held it for some years. 
The Edinburgh Philosophical Journal was begun in 
June, 1 8 19, and the Edinburgh Journal of Science 
in 1824. In this last year, as Mrs. Oliphant shows, 
Brewster seceded from partnership with Jameson, 
who continued the Philosophical Journal, while 
Brewster started the rival Journal of Science. All 
this is plain. What I want to know is whether there 
was any connection between the Edinburgh Maga- 
zine and the Philosophical Journal. Was Brewster 
editor of the magazine up to 1817, and was his 
leaving it the occasion of the changes made in that 
year? The nature and plan of the two journals 
were very unlike. W. J. O. 

656. John and Alexander Brodie, Potters, 
Newcastle. — These were the sons of William 
Brodie, born 1693, died 1776. He married in 1730 
either a Miss Forbes or Farquharson. This William 
Brodie, who was tenant of Delfranky, Strathdon, 
annually treated Lord Fife to a glass of whisky on 
the occasion of his passing to Braemar. His sons, 
John and Alexander, went to Newcastle, and there 
started a pottery business. They corresponded with 
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Glenbucket relations till about 1830. I wish to have 
further particulars of them. Were they married ? 
How long were they in business ? Any particulars 
will be appreciated. They had some sisters. What 
were their names ? Robert Murdoch. 

657. Robert Murdoch, Farmer in Heuoh- 
HEAD, Peterhead. — A correspondent informs me 
that some thirty years ago there was a farmer of the 
above name. His wife's name was Mary Pithie. 
There was a large family, most of whom are said to 
have gone to sea. Any particulars ? 

Robert Murdoch. 

658. "Tutor of Gordon."— The Aberdeen 
Journal of March 25, 1760, notifies the death, on 
March 4, 1760, at Pitteveagh, Mortlach, aged 106 | 
and upwards, of Mrs. Margaret Stuart, " mother of | 
the deceased James Chalmers, Esq., late Tutor of 



Gordon." What was the Tutor of Gordon ? 



J. M. B. 

A Duel in Strathdon.— The Aberdeen 
Journal of November 3, 1766, reports :— " We hear 
from Strathdon that a quarrel having happened 
betwixt Capt. J. F. and Capt. J. G., they by appoint- 
ment met on Thursday, 30th October, and having 
dismounted and advanced within three paces of each 
other, presented and attempted to fire their pistols, 
both which burnt priming, but providentially neither 
of the shots went off, and the instant they were 
presenting their second pistols a gentleman, who 
had some indirect account of the appointment, 
happened luckily to come up, and interposed him- 
self." After some parley the duel was prevented. 
Who were the combatants ? J. M. B. 

660. Miss Gordon Drowned.— The Aberdeen 
Journal of June 22, 1756, states that Miss Gordon, 
a young "gentlewoman," while on her way from 
Edinburgh to Aberdeen, was drowned by her chaise 
capsizing in the North Water. Who was she ? 

J. M. B. 

661. Poems attributed to James V. — A 
number of poems : ** Christ's Kirk on the Green," 
"Peblis to the Play," »*The JoUie Beggar," and 
"The Gaberlunzie Man" are attributed to King 
James V. of Scotland. I am anxious to find out 
the original authority for ascribing these to the king ; 
and if you or any of your correspondents could tell 
me, I should feel deeply indebted. 

Edinburgh. W. G. Blaikie Murdoch. 



Hnswera. 



173. Buchan Societies of Farmers in 1735 
and 1811 (2nd S., III., 156, 170, 188; IV., 14, 45). 
— Mr. P. J. Anderson may note that the Daily Free 
Press of 24th July, 1885, contains a lengthy notice of 



one. The proposal, as mooted in T783, led to a 
meeting being held in Edinburgh in February, 1784. 
The society obtained its Royal Charter of Incorpora- 
tion in 1787. In 1793 the first prize for an imple- 
ment, in the shape of an improved plough adapted 
to the cultivation of Highland farms, was awarded 
to Rev. Alexander Campbell, minister of Kilcal- 
monell, Argyllshire. Robert Murdoch. 

347. English County Anthology (2nd S., V., 
62, 79, 94, no, 124, 142, 157, 174; VI., 12, 30).— 
Songs of the West : Traditional Ballads and Songs 
of the West of England, with their Melodies. Col- 
lected by S. Baring-Gould, M.A., and H. F. 
Sheppard, M.A. 4 parts. London: Methuen & Co., 
36 Essex Street, W.C. Robert Murdoch. 

518. The Surname Pike or McPike (2nd S., 

VI. , 93, 126, 142, 174). — In Vol. I. of Calendar | of | 
Inner Temple | Records, 21 Hen. VII. — 45 Eliz., | 
1505-1603, at page 102, we read : — " Parliament held 
on Wednesday, 5 February, 24 Henry VIII., a.d., 
1532-3 . . • Admission of Thomas Pyke, gentle- 
man, and he is pardoned all offices, vacations, and 
all other charges (pensions excepted) for a fine of 
53s. 4d. And he may be out ot commons at his 
pleasure, if he does not lie in this house." The 
names Peke, Peyc, Picke, appear in Vol. II., i 
James I. — Restoration, 1603-1660. Vol. III., 12 
Charles, 11-12 Anne, 1660-17 14, mentions the names 
Pick, Picke, and Pickering. This volume is edited 
by F. A. Iderwick, Q.C., one of the Masters of the 
Bench. In the Dundee Directory j 1904-5, the follow- 
ing address will be seen — Edward Pike, Butcher, 313 
Scouringburn. I may also mention that A Descrip- 
tive Account I of I Aberdeen | Illustrated " was pub- 
lished about ten years ago by Messrs. W. T. Pike 
and Co., Grand Parade, Brighton. 

Robert Murdoch. 

519. Halley Family (2nd S., VI., 112, 151 ; 

VII. , 36).— In the Middle Temple Records, edited 
by Charles Henry Hopwood, K.C., one of the 
Masters of the Bench ; London: published by order 
of the Masters of the Bench, { and sold by | Butter- 
worth & Co., 12 Bell Yard, 1905 ; references will be 
found to the following, viz :— Hales, Halford, Hall, 
Halley, Hallan, Halse, Halswell, Halton, Haly. 
The work consists of three volumes ; the fourth con- 
tains index of persons and places. In the Inner 
Temple Records, Vol. I. refers to Hales, Hallis, 
Halys, Hall, Halle, Halton, Halsworth ; and Vol. II. 
to that of the surname of Hale, Hall. Halton, Hal- 
loway, and Hales; and Vol. III. to Hale, Hall, and 
Halsey. Robert Murdoch. 

533. Forbes, Schoolmaster, in Maryculter 
(2na S., VI., 109). — I suspect that the Forbes re- 
terred to is William Forbes, A.M., late Schoolmaster 
of Petercoulter. If so, he was author of a chapbook 
bearing the title of—** The Dominie Deposed, with a 
Sequel." Consult " Scottish Chapbook Literature, 
published by Alexander Gardner, Paisley, 1903, at 
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page 67. The author of the volume is Mr. Wm. 
Harvey. Robert Murdoch. 

546. LiTHGOw Family (2nd S., VI., 174; VII., 
47). — The addresses below from Chicago city direc- 
tory may be useful : — 

Charles H. Lithgow, commercial traveller, 31 21 
Michigan Avenue ; Charles H. Lithgow, tinner, 
7400 Drexel Avenue ; Daniel D. Lithgow, painter, 
6738 South Halsted Street; Frederick S. Lithgow, 
floorwalker, 3121 Michigan Avenue; Hector Lith- 
gow, musician, 7509 Ellis Avenue ; Joseph W. Lith- 
gow, restaurant, 24 West Madison Street ; Samuel 
Lithgow, musician, 1473 Fulton Street; William 
H. Lithgow, tinner, 7509 Ellis Avenue. 

Chicago, U.S. Eugene F. McPike. 

639. McWiLLIES OR McWiLLIAMS IN WeSTER 

Galdwall, Boharm (2nd S., VII., 58).— It may 
perhaps be of interest to some readers to learn that, 
since formulating this query, a correspondent has 
kindly informed me that Andrew Lang is a des- 
cendant of the marriage of Marjory McWilliam with 
Alex. Young. The celebrated writer seems to be 
the great-great-great-grandson of Wm. McWillie or 
McWilliam in Wester Galdwall, and Jean Cuming, 
his wife, mentioned in my query, but I am unable at 
the moment to give precise details of the descent. 

H. D. McW. 

653. Sir George Barclay, the Conspirator 
(2nd S., VII., 61). — Dr. Gammack should write 
direct to Captain Douglas Wimberley, Inverness. 
This gentleman contributed to Aberdeen Daily Free 
Press, ending 14th March, 1903, twelve instalments 
of *• The Barclays of Barclay | of | Grantuly or 
Gartly | and of | Towie Barclay." | I am under the 
impression that Captain Wimberley has bound 
copies for sale privately. Robert Murdoch. 

* 

Xtteraturc. 

An Old Berwickshire Town : History ot the 
Town and Parish of Greenlaw from the earliest 
times to the present day, by Robert Gibson, 
edited by his son, Thomas Gibson. Oliver and 
Boyd, Edinburgh, 1905. [10 -f 308 pp., cr. 8vo, 
price 3s. 6d. net.] 

This is a posthumous work by one who was 
an occasional contributor to our pages, and it 
has had the good fortune to be edited with filial 
and sympathetic care. Greenlaw is not a town 
of dominating interest bristling with historic 
incident, yet the author has written a creditable 
work, the result of much intelligent research, 
and, as his son points out, " the result of his 
own personal observation." The book is -an 
evidence of how much can be done to invest a 
work with living interest. To outside readers j 



there may seem to be an overplus of detail, but 
that fact will not be faulted by "local readers" 
or future historians. The ecclesiastical histor>' 
of the district is given fully ; but perhaps the 
most valuable chapters are those which deal 
with the old and extinct families, the Greenlaw 
family being delineated for the first time. Good 
paper, well printed, and a portrait of the author, 
make up an altogether favourable specimen of 
the genus " local history." 

Gleanings from the Talmud \ selected and 
newly translated into English by the Rev. 
William Macintosh, M.A., Ph.D., author of 
" Rabbi Jesus," etc., etc. London : Swan, 
Sonnenschein & Co., Ltd., 1905. [16 -I- 136 pp., 
fcap 8vo, price 2s. 6d.] 

This attractive little volume is by another of 
our quondam contributors to S. N Q. It 
cannot be said that it is an attempt to popularize 
the Talmud, but rather an effort to glean most 
that is worthy of preservation of that voluminous 
and heterogeneous compilation, and which often 
furnish an interesting gloss on both the Old 
and New Testaments. Mr. Macintosh provides 
a useful and instructive history of the Talmud 
by way of introduction, and we wish the volume 
the currency it deserves. 

* 

Scots SooItB of tbe /Dontb* 



Balllns:all, James, B.D. The Rhind and Elcho: 
a Parish History. Cr. 8vo. Net, 2s. 6d. 

Edinburgh : David Douglas. 
Feripuson, R. Menzles. Logic: a Parish His- 
tory. Vol. II. 23 Illustrations. 4to. Net, 15s. 

Gardner, Paisley. 

Herkless, John, and Robert Kerr Hannay. 

The College of St Leonards. Cr. 8vo. Net, 7s. 6d. 

Blackwood 

Hunt, William, M.A., D.LItt. The Political 
History of Scotland, 1760-1801. Longmans. 

Kelly, J. Kelso. Holyrood in History and 
Romance. lUus. i6mo. Net, 6d. 

Wm. Jas. Hay, Edinburgh. 

Saimond, D. 5. Reminiscences of Arbroath and 
St. Andrews. Brodie & Salmond, Arbroath. 
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All communications should be accompanied by an 
identifying name and address. As publication day 
is the 25th of each month, copy should be in a few 
days earlier. Ed. 



Printed and Published at The Rosemount Preas, Aberdeen. 
Literary communications should be addressed to the Editor^ 
23 Osborne Place, Aberdeen; Advertisements and Business 
Letters to the Publishers, Farmer's Hall Laoe, Aberdeen. 



Digitized by Google 



SCOTTISH 

NOTES AND QUERIES. 

todsSL.] No. 6. December, 1905. *«««™«^{pSrp^i w. 



CONTENTS. 

NOTO PAGE 

Derivation of " Goat Fell " in the Island of Anan . . 81 

Notable Men and Women of Argyleshire 82 

Bibliography of Aberdeen Periodicals : Almanacs. . 83 

Sporious Chnrcfa Tokens 85 

Anecdote of Tannahill 86 

A Blblioeraphy of Edinburgh Periodical Literature 87 

International Bibliographic Exchange 91 

Mr. Andrew Lang^s I>e6cent from Uie Ancient House 

of Camyn 91 

"The Green" 92 

Misoft Notes 

The Gordons of Edintore 81 

Admiral Charles Gordon— Hon. John Campbell 

Hamilton-Gordon— Hush Gordon, Watchmaker, 

Aberdeen - A Projected Gordon History, 1754 .... 84 
The Haddeo Family— Varquharsons of Inrerey— 

The MacWilliams 85 

Lord Alierdeen's Tame Hawk 86 

The Spy 89 

Gordon Subscribers to the 1787 Edinburgh Edition 

of Bums' Poems 91 

Ensign Alex. Gordon in Col. Morris' Regiment— The 

Name "Bullox"— The Duchess of Gordon as a 

Book-Buyer 92 

QUERTES 

A Strange Method of Hair Dressing -He v. Bobert 
Mcpherson, Chaplaic to Colonel Frassr's Regi- 
ment— Gordons as Shipmasters— The Arbuthnots 
of Haddo— Rev. James Anderson, D.D.— Besiah 
Botfield of Norton Hall, Northamptonshire— C. 
Gordon Urquhart— Quotation Source 93 

James Thomson, Minor P(»et : Date of Death—** bio- 
erapfalA Scotia"— Mistress Abercrombie -Major 
Middleton— llie Rev. Mr. Roger- John Grant of 

Glen^m— A Bums Emendation 94 

Answers :— 

W. J. Linton's Origin 94 

Achnach— Robe's Monthly History— Sir David Brew- 
ster's Editorial Work— ** Tutor of Gortlon" 95 

A Duel in Strathdon— Poems attributed to J ames V. 96 

LiTEKATUKE 96 

SooTB Books of the Month 96 



ABERDEEN, DECEMBER, 1905. 

* 

DERIVATION OF "GOAT FELL" IN 
THE ISLAND OF ARRAN. 

This article, like the previous, has been sug- 
gested by a recent visit to the neighbourhood 
under discussion — in this case the island of 
Arran. 

Goat Fell is one of the most prominent 
features in the landscape of the more southerly 
part of "the Clyde area." It may appear un- 
necessary to enter into a discussion of "Goat 
Fell," as the name seems to explain itself, in- 



ferring that it is the abode of goats. In passing, 
we may dismiss all discussion of the suffix 
"fell," as it is known to be the Icelandic for 
"mountain," confining our attention to the 
word "goat." It also may appear curious, but 
all authorities are not agreed that "goat" 
refers to the animal. Baddely, in his Guide, 
indeed, supports the animalian derivation, as 
he informs us that its Gaelic name is "Ben 
Gobhat," which means "The Hill of Goats." 
In "The Ordinance Gazetteer of Scotland" we 
find the name derived from gaoth ceann 
("windy head"); but it is difficuft to see how 
ceann enters into the name at all. In "The 
Dictionary of the Clyde," the idea "windy 
head" is supported in an extract from Hugh 
Macdonald's " Days at the Coast," which is too 
long to quote here. 

Johnston, in " Place Names of Scotland," has 
still another derivation to suggest. In this 
work we find :— " Goatfell (Arran). Very likely 
from N. gody gud, good, sacred. Fell is Icel. 
a hill, or /jail, a mountain." Considering some 
of these derivations, I confess that the ap- 
propriateness of the name "Goat Fell" was 
apparent to me, as on my visit to Arran I saw 
numerous goats climbing the steeper parts of 
the hill above Corrie. However, the weird 
effect of the clouds swirling round the summit 
of the hill, which I also saw on the same day, 
would no doubt suggest gaoth ceann ('* windy 
head"). Johnston's derivation is not so easy to 
understand ; the question comes to be. Why 
should Goat Fell be more sacred than other 
mountains ? 

In conclusion, I beg to thank Dr. Milne for 
his remarks on "Gight"; evidently some au- 
thorities would make gaoth appear in "Goat 
Fell "as well. Sydney C. Couper. 

Craigiebuckler, Aberdeen. 

* 

The Gordons of Edintore. — A long 
article dealing with this subject by J. M. Bulloch 
appeared in the Huntly Express of October 13, 
1905. It omitted, however, to note that a 
marble bust of Dr. John Gordon stands in the 
Royal Medical Society Hall, Edinburgh. 
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NOTABLE MEN AND WOMEN OF 
ARGYLESHIRE. 

(Continued from Vol, VII., 2nd S.^page 69.) 

380. MACLEOD, John, D. D. : Divine of 
Scottish Church, and Preacher. Bom in 1840 
in Morven manse, he was educated for the 
ministry at Glasgow University, and ordained 
to the pastorate of Newtown, Ayr, parish in 
1 86 1, but translated in the following year to 
Duns. In 1875 was removed to Govan. In 
this large church Dr. Macleod found ample 
scope for his energies. He had a new church 
built from plans by Dr. R. Anderson. It was 
modelled on Pluscardine Abbey, and is a stately 
and imposing edifice. It was opened for public 
worship in May, 1888. Besides erecting and 
equipping splendid parish halls in Broomloan 
Road, Dr. Macleod was instrumental in raising 
and endowing Oatlands Parish Church in the 
extreme end of his parish. 

As a minister he was loved by his people, and 
respected by all with whom he came in contact 
As a churchman, he was perhaps best known 
for his militant "high churchism," which some- 
times brought a protest from some of his Con- 
servative brethren. He was the life and soul of 
the Scottish Church Society, prior to which he 
had for many years been a prominent member 
of the Church Service Society. Of all his re- 
markable gifts, perhaps his greatest was his 
power in the pulpit. For him it was nothing 
unusual to preach for an hour at a time or even 
more to a spell-bound audience. He had ac- 
quired a habit of careful verbal preparation, 
which obviated the necessity of committing his 
thoughts to paper — a faculty which greatly in- 
creased the effect of his powerful sermons. He 
died in 1898. 

381. Macleod, Norman, D. D. : Bom 
Morven manse in December, 1783; the eldest 
son of Rev. Norman Macleod of that parish. 
After being educated for the Church, he was 
licensed by the Presbytery of Mull in 1806, and 
acted for a time as assistant to Rev. John 
Macfarlane, Kilbrandon, but soon after, in June, 
1807, he was ordained to the charge of Camp- 
beltown. He was presented to Kilmorie parish 
in September, 1821, but withdrew his accep- 
tance, and was translated to Campsie in 1825. 
Thence he was transferred to St. Columba's, 
Glasgow, in 1835. He was chosen Moderator 
of the General Assembly, 1836, and was nomi- 
nated Dean of the Chapel Royal in 1841. He 
was a zealous educationist, and did much to 
promote the cause of education in the High- 



lands, and assisted in raising large sums to 
relieve distress amonp^ his countrymen. He 
died in 1862. While m Glasgow, he preached 
once in Gaelic and once in English every Sun- 
day. Like his more famous son. Dr. Norman 
Macleod sen., had broad sympathies, and 
soared far above the barriers of denominational 
forms and prejudices. Two of his sons, like 
himself and his brother John, were Moderators 
of Assembly. It is, indeed, a remarkable fact 
that the family springing from the old Morven 
manse gave to the Church of Scotland in thirty- 
six years no fewer than five Moderators of the 
General Assembly. Norman Macleod, sen., 
known as"Caraidh nan Gaidheal" or "Friend of 
the Gael," was the first in 1836. Then came his 
brother. Dr. John Macleod, in 185 1 ; then his 
son, the great Dr. Norman, in 1869 ; then Dr. 
Donald, brother of Dr. Norman, and son of the 
first Macleod, Moderator, in 1895 ; and lastly, 
Dr. Norman Macleod of Inverness, cousin of 
the last two, in 1900. 

Among the proofs that Dr. Norman Macleod, 
sen., gave of his interest in Gaelic education, it 
may be mentioned that, in order to urge the 
Gael to more attentive consideration of his own 
language and literature, the good GlalgVTfciK 
divine issued in 1829 a "Teachdaire Gaelach^" 
and in 1830 a Gaelic Dictionary; the Gaelic 
** Collection " of 1828, followed by " Leabhar nan 
Cnoe"in 1834. In 1836, with the help of an 
Irish gentleman^ Mr. Thaddeus Counellan, he 
prepared a version of the Scottish Psalter in 
Irish for the use of the Irish Presbyterians. In 
1836 his Alma Mater conferred on him the 
degree of D.D., an honour that synchronised 
with his Moderatorship of the Assembly. Be- 
tween that and 1 843 he contributed to Cuairtear 
nan Gleann and Fear-Tathaich nam Beann 
those inimitable "compradhs," which have ever 
been the envy and admiration of Gaelic scholars. 
For his services to the Gael in these respects, 
as well as for his humane actions during the 
distress caused by the potato crop failure in 
1846, he earned the pleasing title of "Caraidh i 
nan Gaidheal," or " The Highlanders' Friend.** 

382. Macleod, Mrs. Norman : Wife of the 
foregoing and mother of the greater Norman, 
was a creditable poetess. She is authoress of a 
modem Jacobite song, "Sound the Pibroch," 
which has a place in a volume entitled, "Modem 
Scots Minstrelsie," arranged by George Grcig, 
Vol. VI., and published by Messrs. R. & J. 1 
Jack, Edinburgh. 1 

383. Macleod, Norman, D.D.: Distin- i 
guished Divine ; Poet, Novelist, and Editor of \ 
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Good Words, Son of the foregoing, and bom in 
Campbeltown manse, 3rd June, 181 2, he was 
trained for the ministry in Glasgow and Edin- 
burgh Universities, where he had a distinguished 
career. After travelling for a time in Germany 
as a private tutor, he was ordained to the charge 
of Loudon parish, Ayrshire, in 1838, and trans- 
lated to Dalkeith in 1843. He was one of a 
deputation to Canada in 1845, and accepted a 
call to the Barony parish church, Glasgow, in 
1851, and was appointed one of Her Majesty's 
Chaplains for Scotland, and Dean of the Order 
of the Thistle in 1854. When Mr. Strahan, the 
publisher, began the new religious journal. 
Good IVordSy he wisely selected Dr. Norman 
Macleod as the editor, and to this happy choice 
the great success of the new magazine was un- 
doubtedly due. Dr. Macleod, besides contri- 
buting to it many interesting sketches, had a 
wonderful knack of getting the right kind of 
contributions. Along with Dr. Watson, Dundee, 
he visited the Scottish Missions in India in 
1867, and was chosen Moderator of the General 
Assembly in 1869. Dr. Macleod began his 
career as an author by publishing, during the 
Disruption controversy, three pamphlets, each 
bearing the title, "Cracks about the Kirk for 
Coimtry Folks." Dr. Macleod was not an un- 
tried hand when he undertook the conduct of 
the new magazine. Good IVords, for he had 
conducted the Edinburgh CJiristian Magazine 
from 1849 to 1859; and for one year before 
starting Good M^ords he conducted a magazine 
named the Christian Guest, Besides his journal- 
istic labour, Dr. Macleod has been a prolific 
author. Among his more notable publications 
may be mentioned, "The Home School," 1856 ; 
"Deborah," 1857; "The Earnest Student- 
being memorials of John Macintosh,** 1854 ; 
"Parish Papers," 1862; "Reminiscences of a 
Highland Parish," "The Starting," "The Old 
Lieutenant," and " Wee Davie." He also pub- 
lished "Eastward," a diary of travels in Pales- 
line ; while his "Far East,** in which his Indian 
experiences are detailed, is not less full of useful 
matter. As a preacher. Dr. Macleod, though 
not an orator, was very successful His language 
in the pulpit was invariably simple and clear — 
almost homely and conversational. No one 
could ever miss bis meaning. His sermons 
were always eminently practical, full of con- 
clusive argument, and appealing directly to the 
consciences of his hearers, and, above all, were 
distinguished by a healthy, common sense that 
rendered them very winning and persuasive. 
Though a profoundly pious man. Dr. Macleod 
proved somewhat more advanced in his theo- 
logy than some of his brethren, and hence a 



memorable speech of his on the Decalogue 
brought him not only under suspicion, but led to 
an investigation by his presbytery, which issued, 
however, in his exoneration from the charge of 
teaching "damnable, pernicious doctrine." Dr. 
M acleod for a year was one of the " lions " of 
Glasgow. No visitor to the western metropolis 
could have felt he had done his duty had he not 
taken the opportunity of hearing the minister 
of the Barony ; and probably at the time of his 
death, in 1872, there was no Scotsman better 
known or more beloved by his countrymen the 
wide world over than was the genial divine who 
now lies buried in Campsie churchyard. A 
most interesting memoir, in two volumes, was 
published by his brother, Dr. Donald Macleod, 
who succeeded him as editor of Good Words, 

384. Macliver, Peter Stuart, M. P. : 
Journalist and Politician. Son of Mr. David 
Macliver of Islay, but born in Edinburgh in 
1822, he was educated at Glasgow High School. 
Giving himself to journalism, he became the 
proprietor of the Western Daily Press^ as well 
as of another Bristol paper. Entering political 
life, he represented Plymouth in the great 
Reforming Parliament, 1880-85, but failed to 
be returned in 1885. Defeated, he contested 
St Rollox, Glasgow, in 1886, with Mr. James 
Caldwell, but was again unsuccessful. Mr. 
Macliver, who was a relative of the great soldier, 
Field Marshal Lord Clyde, was a magistrate 
for Somerset. 

Dollar. W. B. R. Wilson. 

( To be continued,) 

♦ 

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF ABERDEEN 

PERIODICALS: ALMANACS. 

{Continued from 2nd S,^ VI, page 169). 

1 842. Edward RavenscrofVs A Imanack, — I give it 
this tide because the title-page of the issue shown to 
me by William Smith, sen., is amissing but prob- 
ably known as such. The copy which lies beiore 
me is a 32mo royal, gilt edged, and one pocket. 
The page containing signature b has an illuminated 
page, on which is inscribed : — 

To the I Ladles of Aberdeen, | this little Tolrnne | is inscribed 
I with the highest respect | by their most obedient | and 
humble servant, | Edward Savenscroft. | 

Next appears the imprint — 

Aberdeen: | Imprinted at the University Press, | by 
D. Chalmers & Co. | 

After this follows six double-columned pages, con- 
taining two calendar months on each, with observa- 
tions on the weather and the eclipses. Next comes 
a diary, seven days to a page, from signature c to 
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Fs, and to the end of the signature there are monthly 
cash accounts, one month on a page. Then a litho- 
graphed page of music, entitled The Bon-Accord 
Waltz," is inserted. The beginning of signature o 
starts a ** Literary Repository," with the motto, " I 
have culled a nosegay of choice flowers ; but have 
brought little of my own save the thread which ties 
them." The literary contents, which end at page 
152, consist of poetry and prose on well-selected 
subjects. Amongst those whose signed contribu- 
tions appear I note Thomas Campbell, Thomas 
Dale, M.A. ; Archibald Alison. Thomas Miller, 
William Thom, the Inverurie Poet; Peter Reid, 
Mary Anne Browne, Anne S. Stephens, whose article 
on •* Women of Genius " is really a complaint lodged 
against die author of ** Eminent Men of Aberdeen " ; 
John Clarke, generally styled the Northamptonshire 
Peasant Poet; T. F. Triebner, Charles Dickens, 
CapUin Medwin, J. L. Stephens, Richard Howitt, 
Jane Crawford, James Sheridan Knowles, Mary 
Howitt, Barry Cornwall, Henry F. Chorley, Basil 
Bruce, Mrs. Jameson, Countess of Blessington, 
T. K. Hervey, Thomas Hood, N. P. Willis, Hon. 
Mrs. Norton, Miss Pardoe, H. T. Tuckerman; 
Louisa L. Sigourney, and a charade by Winthrop 
M. Praed. The '* Answers to Correspondents" take 
two pages of signature l. Amongst the prize an- 
nouncements, I see three copies of the 1843 edition 
of the almanac were to be given for the best acrostic 
on the words ** Bon- Accord," and one for the second 
best Then follows 14 pp. of advertisements, from 
signature to the end. 

The famous acrostic on •* Bon- Accord" was the 
prize poem by the late Mr. William Cadenhead. I 
herewith append the acrostic : — 

B uild (to the Britons came the great decree) 

O n yon brave ule amid the Northern Sea, 

N ear where two twin-like streams steal placidly, 

A gorgeous city. Let her heavenward towers 

O time from Religion's shrines and Learning's bowers ; 

C rowd tradeful navies in her busy haven ; 

O n her fair shield be " Concord " deep engraven ; 

R enown her sons ; her maids make good as fair. 

D eem ye what city rose beneath their fostering care 7 

1842. The Bon- Accord Almanack, — I find the 
following notice relating to this almanac on the 
fourth page of the advertisements of Edward Ravens- 
crofVs Almanack, It runs thus : — 

After the Municipal Elections, in November, will be pub- 
lished, i on a large sheet, price Ninepence, or mounted on a 
roller | and varnished. Half-a-Crown, with an Engraving on 
Steel I of the Bav and Lighthouse of Aberdeen, | The Bon- 
Accord Almaniek | for 1842, I containing a List of Ufflcers and 
Professors of the Univer | stUes : the City Magistrates and 
Public Officers ; Dean of Guild | Court ; Police and Harbour 
Establishments; Shore and Street | Porters' Rates and 
Stations ; Shore Dues ; Mail and Stage | Coaches ; Public 
Companies; Post-Office Regulations, &c., &c. | Sold by all 
the booksellers. | 

Can any of my readers inform me if this was ever 
published, and, if so, where a copy may be found ? 

1824. The Aberdeen Directory (ist S., V., 49; 
VH., 190; 2ndS.,n., 1^0).— The Evening Express 



of March 24, 1905, contained a description of,, the 
first copy. The 1905-6 issue contains twenty pages 
more than formerly. Robert Murdoch. 

* 

Admiral Charles Gordon. — A corres- 
pondent points out that the Admiral had three 
daughters— Elizabeth, named after the "good 

Duchess," married Caret, and lives abroad. 

Margaret lives in Aberdeen. The other daugh- 
ter was Susan. 



Hon. John Campbell Hamilton-Gordon. 
— When this gentleman received the freedom of 
the city of Edinburgh in 1885, the Daily Free 
Press of Sth August of that year contained a 
special note of same. Robert Murdoch. 



Hugh Gordon, Watchmaker, Aberdeen. 
— A very curious advertisement touching this 
worthy, who died in Aberdeen in 1790, appears 
in the Aberdeen Journal of November 6, 1753, 
as follows : — " Hugh Gordon, watchmaker, begs 
leave to acquaint the gentlemen and ladies who 
are so kind as to employ him, that since his 
settlement in Aberdeen [from Edinburgh and 
London], he has lost a much greater sum than 
can be easily believed, by people neglecting to 
pay for the cleaning and repairing of their 
clocks and watches, which at last forced him, 
much against his inclination, to acquaint his 
employers in this publick manner, that for the 
future he is to clean and mend for ready money 
only ; as every one must be sensible with what 
trouble the recovery of trifles is attended." 



A Projected Gordon History, 1754.— 
Among the many projects put forward from 
time to time for a history of the Gordons, I have 
come across one which is new to me. The fol- 
lowing advertisement appeared in the Aberdeen 
Journal of January 8, 1754: — "That Captain 
Andrew Gordon, cadet of the family of Huntly, 
intends to make out a succinct history of the 
genealogy of the Gordons (wherein he goes 
farther back than any who has hitherto wrote 
on the subject), to be published by subscrip- 
tion, and to be begun by the first of March 
next. As he is come to this country for this 
purpose, he begs the favour of all the materials 
and intelligence the Gendemen of the Name or 
others can afford him : which he desires may 
be directed to the publisher of the Aberdeen 
Journal^ Was this Captain Andrew the "C. A. 
Gordon" who wrote "A Concise History of the 
Ancient and Illustrious House of Gordon" in 
1754? "C. A. Gordon" has always been a 
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puzzle. On page 17 (of the reprint by Mr. A. 
M. Munro) he speaks of himself as "a stranger 
in this country." It is also significant that " C. 
A, Gordon " gives a long account you have got 
of " the pedigree of the lord Andrew Gordon, 
baron of Franker, and count of Gordon in 
France." The Captain is apparently the Andrew, 
"the third count of Gordon," who was "adjutant 
general in the Bohemia, under the command of 
the marshal duke of Broglie, and captain of 
horse. He is still unmarried." Notice, more- 
over, that the captain's advertised researches 
were in the same year as the publication of 
"C. A. Gordon's " history, and that at this period 
double Christian names were rare. I suggest 
that the "C." stands for "Count" or "Captain." 

J. M. Bulloch. 

The Hadden Family.- -The disappearance 
of this old family from Aberdeen should not be 
allowed to pass without a word. Mr. Henry 
Hadden has gone to Nottingham, and his 
kinsman, Mr. Charles Stanton Hadden, died 
recently. The latter and his cousin, Frederick 
John Hadden, formed the subject of No. 13 of 
"Pioneers of the Planting Enterprise in Ceylon," 
in the Tropical Agriculturist of April, 1898, 
and re-issued in the same year by A. M. & J. 
Ferguson, Colombo, with portraits. Mr. C. S. 
Hadden was bom on Christmas Day, 18 19, and 
he and his cousin, Frederick, went to Ceylon in 
1840. Mr. C. S. Hadden, who owned Rossway, 
Herts, married Miss Robertson, and left a son 
and two daughters— one of them. Miss Nellie 
Hadden, being a painter of animals, which have 
frequently appeared in The Sphere, The son, 
Brig.-Gen. Charles Frederick Hadden, who 
has been Director of Artillery at the War Office, 
has had a very distinguished career. Born 
June 2, 1854, and educated at Cheltenham, he 
entered the R.A. in 1873. He began his work 
on the staff in 1885 as Inspector of the Royal 
Laboratory at Woolwich. He was created C.B. 
in 1902. 



Farquharson of Inverey.— In the "Regis- 
ter of Deeds" (MacKenzie) I find a marriage 
of one of this family, which does not appear 
to be recorded in the Brouchdearg MS. On 
19th July, 1 67 1, is registered a contract of 
marriage, dated at Cobletoune, 3rd May, 1662, 
between William Mackintosh in Tirane and 
Margaret, lawful daughter of William Farc^uhar- 
son of Inverey. The cautioners for William 
Mackintosh are his namesakes, John of Forthar 
and Robert of Dalmunzie, his brother Angus, 
and John Stewart of Achnagoull. John Far- 
quharson in Easter Inverey (the famous " Black 



Colonel" of tradition) is one of the cautioners 
for the bride, his sister. Two other sisters, 
Katherine and Grizel, are mentioned. 

The Brouchdearg MS. says that William of 
Inverey had "four daughters, whereof one 
married Rein:e^ another Daldownie." The 
"Tirane" of the contract is presumably Tiriny, 
near Blair Atholl, and may be the place in- 
dicated by "Reinie" in the MS. 

Perhaps some reader may be able to supple- 
ment this information as to the marriages of 
William of Invere/s daughters. It would be a 
misfortune if any authentic particulars of the 
career and connections of this very interesting 
Aberdeenshire family were buried and lost. 

A. M. M. 



The MacWilliams.— Your correspondent, 
H. D. McW., is interesting himself ahout the 
MacWilliams, and the enclosed might be in- 
serted in your answers as of interest if it has 
not been discovered : — 

Sasine in ffavour of William McWilliam, Eldest 
Lawfull son to Duncan McWilliam, in Corries, in 
All and haill, ane Yearly @ [ = annual] rent of Two 
hundred and ffifty merks Scots money, or such ane 
@ rent less or more as should Correspond to the 
principall sum of ffive thousand Merks money Hbrsaid 
for the time, to be uplifted and taken yearly fifurth of 
All and haill, the pleugh of land of Tombea, and two 
oxgate land of Neither Clashmore [Clashnore] . . 
lying within the parochine of Inveraven . . Re- 
deemable under Reversion by Alexander Duke of 
Gordon, his heirs . . in manner spec<^ in the 
heritable bond granted by him to the said William 
McWilliam." 

Registered on 23rd June, 1725, and engrossed 
pp. 368-369 of 6th Book of the Particular Regis- 
ter of Sasines, etc., for Banffshire. 

Banff. James Grant. 

* 

SPURIOUS CHURCH TOKENS. 

A correspondent, who is much interested in 
the subject of church tokens, draws our atten- 
tion to the fact of the currency of spurious 
tokens. The tokens, among others, of Girvin 
and Glenlyon have both been forged, and it is 
of the utmost importance that small collectors 
should not only be aware of the fact but able 
to distinguish the false from the genuine article. 
" The spurious tokens," says our correspondent, 
"are easily seen to be plaster casts of the 
genuine tokens, and are moulded and not 
struck." Publicity to these nefarious practices 
becomes the collector's best safeguard against 
being imposed on. Ed. 
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ANECDOTE OF TANNAHILL. 

I heard this story about the famous song 
writer many years ago, when a mere youngster 
rusticating at Pitmachie, a hamlet lying under 
the shadow of Bennachie. I lodged in the 
house of a weaver named Keltie, who told me 
that William Thorn, the Inverurie poet, fre- 
quently worked for him at an extra loom in the 
weaving shop attached to the cottage. I some- 
times sat on Thorn's loom, and conjured up 
visions of that unfortunate son of genius. One 
day an old pedlar came along who appeared to 
know the inmates well, and on inquiry after- 
wards I learned that he had made an annual 
visit there for more than twenty years back ; 
that he was a poet himself, and that he and 
Thom were great cronies and had many in- 
teresting conversations. He was a North of 
Ireland man, very shrewd, loquacious, and alert 
in effecting a sale. He incidentally observed 
that he had passed the Buck o' the Cabrach 
during the preceding day ; then opened his 
pack, and in a short time he had transferred all 
the available money in the cottage into his own 
pocket in exchange for his wares. I bought 
two chapbooks, one of which was called " The 
Wife o' Beith," a strange, metrical medley of 
superstition and theology, which some years 
after I discovered to be a Scotch adaptation 
from Chaucer's "Canterbury Tales," the stor>' 
told by the Wife of Bath, but by the plagiarist 
localized in Ayrshire. I had a small song book 
in hand which the pedlar looked at, and he 
repeated with great feeling the opening verse of 
one of the songs : — 

Loudoun's bonnie woods an* braes, 

I maun leave them a', lassie ; 
Wha can thole when Britain's faes 

Wad gi'e to Britons law, lassie ? " 

"Poor Tannyhill ! aye, poor Tannyhill !" the 
pedlar ejaculated ; then, abruptly, he asked 
me, "Boy, do you know what that song is 
about?" I said that it was a sodger pairtin' 
frae his sweetheart. " Oh yes," said the pedlar 
sarcastically, "but who was the sodger, and who 
was his lassie ?" I didna ken. "Well," said he, 
"as you seem to love songs, TJl tell you all 
about it The lassie was Lady Flora Campbell, 
who was Countess of Loudoun in her own right, 
and the soldier was my countryman, the Earl of 
Moira, afterwards Marquis of HastingF. They 
had only been married a short time when he 
was ordered abroad on active service as com- 
mander of the troops. Much sympathy was 
expressed for the young bride so suddenly 
deprived of the society of her husband, and 



Tannahill composed that song on the occasion. 
He then wrote out a fine copy, and tramped 
with it to Loudoun Castle. In obedience to 
orders, the poet was directed to the servantsi' 
quarters, and his poem was taken upstairs for 
her ladyship's inspection. She was highly in- 
dignant at being styled an ordinary lassie, yet 
sent a flunkey down to the kitchen with a shilling 
on a silver salver for the bard. Tannahill had 
been standing all the time, and when Jeames 
came along with the dole on the plate, he flushed 
and was visibly disconcerted. However, he 
recovered himself, took the shilling and kept it 
in his hand, and then in a strained voice be- 
sought the footman to inform her ladyship that 
there was an error in the song which he would 
like to rectify, asking for the return of the 
manuscript It was accordingly brought down 
again on the salver, when Tannahill pounced 
upon his song and wrapt it round the coin, 
strode to the fireplace, lifted the poker, made 
an inlet in the fire, and thrust both the song and 
the shilling together into the flames. Wlien it 
was consumed he gave a short, derisive laugh, 
and stalked out of the castle back again to 
Paisley. You needn't stare : it's quite true. 
Many a time I have heard the tale when on my 
rambles that way, but it has never been printed, 
in deference to the feelings of the noble family. 
But I must be joggin' to Ould Rayne,d*ye mind, 
so good-bye to ye all." He shouldered his pack 
and marched off. I never saw him again, but 
the anecdote he related was indelibly impressed 
upon my memory, as I never forgot it It is 
likely enough to be true, as the poet was ex- 
tremely sensitive, liable to fits of aberration of 
intellect, and eventually destroyed himself in 
one of his mental paroxysms. As the titles of 
Loudoun, Moira, and Hastings are all extinct 
now, I think this characteristic trait of Tanna- 
hill's spirited resentment should no longer be 
suppressed. Has it ever been published before? 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

♦ 

Lord Aberdeen's Tame Hawk. — The 
following advertisement appeared in the Aber- 
deen Journal of April 11, 1749 :— "That there 
was a tame hawk sometime in the month of 
March last took flight from Philorth ; she had 
a silver bell, with Lord Aberdeen's name on 
each foot Whoever can get account of the 
said hawk, and bring her to Philorth or the 
publisher of this paper, shall be handsomely re- 
warded ; but upon a discovery being made of any 
person keeping the said hawk after this infor- 
mation, they will be prosecute conform H) law." 
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A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF EDINBURGH 
PERIODICAL LITERATURE (V., 20, etc.) 

(Continued from Vol, VIL^ind S,, page 7%,) 

[Supplementary. ] 
At S. N 6- g., 1st S., v., 33, Mr. James 
Scott gave a list of 17th century journals which 
were produced at Edinburgh, or were meant 
for circulation in Scotland or dealt with Scottish 
news. That list might have been extended, 
but its contents could hardly have come under 
the title of "Edinburgh Periodical Literature." 
In the following notes I have dealt strictly with 
such papers as were connected with the capital, 
either by way of publication or of printing. 
Doubtless the names of many reprints have 
perished. In every case where I give details, I 
have examined the originals. For many sugges- 
tions I have been greatly indebted to the 
following : — 

1. " A List of Books printed in Scotland before 

1700," by H. G. Aldis, 1904. 

2. "The Holy Rood Press, 1686-1688," by 

Wm. Cowan, 1904. Both of these are 
published by Uie Edinburgh Bibliographical 
Society. 

3. Chalmers* " Life of Ruddiman," 17 13. 

4. "Beginnings of the Scottish Newspaper 

Press," by J. D. Cockburn, in the Scottish 
Review, October, 1891. 

5. Introduction to Reprint of Edinburgh Even- 

ing Courant. 

1641. Diumall Occurrences in Parliament, 27th 
December to 3rd January, 1641-2. Edinburgh. 
An entry in Mr. Aldis's List. No example has 
been examined, and no indication is given how the 
title was obtained. 

1653. Mercurius Politicus, In the year 1652, 
Christopher Higgins arrived in Leith from London, 
and set up a printing press in that port. Two 
reasons have been given for his advent in Scot- 
land. Chalmers says he was conveyed there by 
Oliver Cromwell, the suggestion being that he 
was to act as printer to the English army then in 
Scotland. James Watson, in his '* History of the 
Art of Prmting" (Edinburgh, 1713), gives a 
different account. He says :— 

"After the reign of the Royal Martyr, our noble art 
fell into Tisible decay. Bran I'yler, who was then 
King's Printer, as well as Robert Young, having 
printed for the usurper against the King, was Justly 
forfeited at Scoon and declar'd rebel by King Charles 
II., anno 1660, and so left the Kingdom. And Duncan 
Hond, stationer at Edinburgh, had a gift of King's 
printer conferred on him which entirely cut off Tyler ; 
and Robert Young was by this time dead. Tyler made 
over his part of the forfeited gift to some stationers at 
London, who sent down upon us Christoc^er fliggins 
and some English seirants with him. They printed 
only some newspapers and small books, and these very 
mtoo.'* 



However he came, Higgins issued : — 

A Diumall of Some Passages and Affairs, Printed 
at London and reprinted at Leith. The only 
number that appears to be extant I have ex- 
amined. It is dated ** From Wednesday the 7 of 
April to Wednesday 14, 1652," and is paged 
25-32, small 4to. It opens with "propositions 
humbly tendered to the committee for propagating 
the gospel" for **the supply of all parishes in 
England with able, godly, and orthodox ministers," 
and goes on to give news from abroad and the 
home parliamentary intelligence. How long the 
Diumall continued and when it was first issued 
are unknown. Higgins soon had another journal 
on hand — the Mercurius Politicus, 

Chalmers says Higgins began reprinting the 
Mercurius Politicus at Leith on October 26, 1653, 
and transferred the work to Edinburgh in Novem- 
ber, 1654. The first number I have been able to 
examine, however, is that for January 26, 1660. 
Mr. Aldis has not found an earlier issue:— 

Mercurius Politicus : comprising the Sum of 
Foreign Intelligence, with the Affairs now on foot 
in the three Nations of England, Scotland and 
Ireland— for Information of the People. Pub- 
lished by order of Parliament From Thursday, 
January 26, to Friday, February 3, 1660. 16 pp. 
small 4to, weekly. Edinburgh : reprinted by 
Christopher Higgins in Hart's Close, over against 
the Trone Church, 1660. The paging is con- 
secutive, and begins with i. In the number for 
March 16-21, the words " Published by order of 
Parliament " were omitted— tiie space being left 
blank. In the following issue the space itse& dis- 
appeared. The number for April 11-18 appeared 
as — 

Mercurius Publicus : comprising the Sum of 
Foreign Intelligence, with the Affairs now on foot 
in the three Nations of England, Scotland and 
Ireland— for Information of the People. Edin- 
burgh : reprinted by Christopher Higgins in 
Hart's Close, over against the Trone Church, 
1660. 16 pp. small 4to. This continued weekly 
as before, the last issue I have examined being 
that for "From Thursday, December 20, to 
Thursday, December 27, 1660.*' It is understood 
to have continued until the beginning of 1663. 

On the number for August i-8, 1660, the im- 
print had prefixed to it: Printed at London. 
This continued to November 7-14, 1660, when 
the imprint read simply : Printed at London and 
Reprinted at Edinburgh, 1660. The last number 
inserted *' in the year " before 1660. The number 
for October 24-31 had 8 pp. 

The Mercurius Politicus was the journal of 
Marchmont Needham, whom Isaac Disraeli named 
**the great patriarch of newspaper writers," but 
who is better known for the number of times he 
changed his political coat. Chalmers says he 
assumed " all the colours of the chameleon during 
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those contentious times," and Anthony Wood, the 
Oxford antiquary, describes him as "this most 
seditious, mutable, and railing author." When a 
young man he took the popular side, and sent out 
the Mercurius Britanntcus in opposition to the 
Royalist Mercurius Aulieus, He then changed 
sides, and published the Mercurius Pragmaticus, 
When the head of Charles I. fell, he returned to 
his first love, and began the Mercurius Politicus^ 
June 13, 1650, on their behalf. It was this paper 
that Higgins reprinted at Leith and afterwards at 
Edinburgh. It was a violent partisan against the 
Royalists, but for some reason Needham ofifended 
the authorities, and in the spring of 1660 he was 
*' discharged by order of the Council of State from 
writing or publishing any publique intelligence." 
His last number was published April 12, 1660. 
As noted above, the place of Needham's journal 
was taken by the Mercurius PublicuSy for which 
H. Muddiman was responsible. The last issue 
of the latter journal possessed by the British 
Museum is No. 33 for 1663. 

1659. The Faithful Intelligencer from the Parlia- 
ment's Army in Scotland. From Tuesday, Novem- 
ber 29, to Saturday, December 3, 1659. Written 
by an officer of the Army there. 12 pp. small 4to. 
Edinburgh : printed by Christopher Higgins in 
Hart's Close, over against the Trone Church. 
Anno Dom. 1659. There are certain indications 
which seem to point to the possibility that this 
was the first issue of this journal. The signature 
is A," and the writer on the last page, in giving 
some further news, says : — 

"I had almost concluded this broken and irregrular 
bef^nning of mine (which yet I promise to see more 
orderly regulated in the next ttiat is issued), but 
that . 

and then follows the additional news. It has, 
however, to be added that on page 9 he uses the 
phrase, '* I have told you that before." 

The Faithful Intelligencer makes a special 
appeal to us on the ground that there is every 
reason to suppose that it was the first periodical 
that owed its origin completely to Edinburgh, and 
the first Scottish newspaper. It contains nothing 
that would lead to the suspicion that it is merely 
a reprint. If this be so, the Mercurius Caledonius 
is displaced fi'om the honourable position it has 
hitherto occupied as the earliest of our Scottish 
periodicals. 

The writer tells us that— 

"'bSy condition for the present (through a ffracious 
Providence) being of a much more contenting and 
better Edition than that which amounts to a Diurnal- 
Writer," 

but confesses that he is unable to withhold him- 
self when he finds 

"so many sad and infamous scandals pind upon all 
concernments amongst us from the General to the 
Sentinel, from the Magistrate to the Peasant, from 
the Priest to the meanest of the People," 

and declares his intention to 

"become an honest fool in print than a real and easy 
slave under ignorance and sUence." 



He specially set himself to reply to " the numerous 
and uncouth catalogue of lyes" to which the late 
Politicus had given currency. As was natural, 
the main contents of the Intelligencer referred to 
warlike operations. Though in Scotland, the 
writer did not love the place. He describes him- 
self as being 

"in this remotenesse of place, where for many irears I 
have not only been bound to duty, bnt which does 
now imbitter that have been muffled up from the 
breathings of our English air." 
His longings for the " English air " were so strong 
that he again uses the phrase before he brings his 
"pamphlet" to a close. Only one number is 
known to exist. 

1659. Mercurius Britanicus, or a Collection of such 
real and faithful Intelligence as can be gatibered 
from England and in Scotland concerning the 
present Transactions in them both. By an officer 
of the Parliament's Army in Scotland. No. 2, 
from Thursday, December 8, to Thursday, Decem- 
ber 15, 1659. 12 pp. small 4to. Edinburgh: 
printed by Christopher Higgins in Hart's Close, 
over against the Trone Church, 1659. No. 3 is 
dated *' From Thursday, December 15, to Tues- 
day, December 20, 1659." No. 4 contained the 
following note: — 

" These following papers coming so suddenly and un- 
expectedly into my hands, in that very niclc of time 
that my last papers had passed the Presse : I thought 
it a duty incumbent upon me to let you have a speedier 
communication of them ; " 
and is accordingly dated " From Tuesday, Decem- 
ber 20, to Friday, December 23, 1659." No. 5 
covered a longer period — December 23 to January 
4 ; No. 6 was from January 4 to January 6, and 
explained that the conductor had shortened you 
in my last for fear of the bulk." The size was 
still 8 pp. 

It will be noted that No. i probably carried a 
date which was only a few days later than that 
of the Faithful Intelligencer. The Mercurius 
Britatiicus, like the former, gives no indication of 
being a reprint — only a comparison with the 
London Mercurius Britannicus would show if it 
was a reproduction. Higgins was at the time 
producing the Mercurius Politicus, and the fact 
that it was a reprint was carefully recorded. It 
is to be noted that No. i, which I have not been 
able to see, would very nearly correspond in date 
to the interval of time between the issue of the 
Faithful Intelligencer and No. 2 of the Mercurius 
Britatiicus. Could the latter have taken the place 
of the former? A comparison of the titles is 
suggestive of this, besides the seeming superero- 
gation of a printer running three journals of similar 
intention. 

Some idea of the Mercurius Britanicus* polemic 

can be gathered from this extract : — 

"Thou beastly scullion, canst thou not have a Part- 
ridge or Pheasant prepared for thy Master's use, hat 
your Sauce-ship must necessarily lard it with the raok 
Ck>llopB of thine own Goose-grease? Hah ! away and 
begon, if yon love your health ; for a stay and a snrfei 
here can by no means be separated " 

is its address to a rival. 
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i66i. Mercurius CdUdonius, comprising the Affairs 
now in Agitation in Scotland. With a Survey of 
Forraign Intelligence. Motto—" Conamur Tenues 
Grandia." From Monday, December 31, to Tues- 
day, January 8, 1661. 8 pp. small 410, weekly. 
Edinburgh : printed by a Society of Stationers in 
the Year 1661. This was followed by a number 
dated Tuesday, 8th January, to Wednesday, i6th 
January, i66i, 16 pp. small 4to, with practically 
the same imprint. A change, however, seems to 
have been made with the third issue. It is 
marked " Numb, i " on the top right-hand corner 
of page I ; is dated •* From Wednesday, January 
16, to Friday, January 25, i66i,** and has as im- 
print — •* Edinburgh: printed Anno Dom. 1661." 
It was small 4to, 16 pp. The following issues 
were consecutively numbered. No. 2 had 12 
pp. ; No. 3 was also 12 pp., and changed the 
motto, which thereafter became variable. The 
last number is marked ** Numb. 10," and is dated 
Friday, March 22, to Thursday, March 28, 1661. 
There were thus altogether twelve numbers. 
Black-letter type was sometimes used. 

The editor was Thomas St. Serfe, or more 
commonly Tom Sydserf. This is how Chalmers 
(p. 118) refers to his journal: — 

"It was a son of the Bishop of Orkney, l^homns 
Bydxerfe, who now thought he had the wit to amuse, 
the knowledge to instruct, and the address to captivate 
the lovers of news in Scotland. Bat he was only able, 
with all his powers, to extend his publication to ten 
numbers, which were very lo^ al, very illiterate, and 
very affected." 

He was a staunch Royalist. In the course of the 
first issue, he writes : — 

"Though it was the pleasure of Providence to dis- 
appoint our designs, yet we never grudged either at 
oar imprisonments, the losse of the dearest of our 
blood, nor devastation of our fortunes ; And which is 
our great comfort, we have attained so much know- 
ledge as never again to be Juggled out of our reason 
under the notion of specious pretences: for the 
drowsiest clown of our northern bland can with con- 
tent smile at the cheats of Liberty and the good old 
cause. And therefore the Blasphemers, Bumpers, 
and other Antlmonarchicall Vermin in England must 
cist about some where else than for companions in 
Scotland." 

The writer of the Introduction to the Edinburgh 
Evening Courant Reprint says that Sydserfe made 
more than one ineffectual attempt to resuscitate 
the journal after its death in March, 1661, and 
adds that he " published several sheets of news, 
some of them bearing the date of June or July, 
1661." He gives, however, no authority for this 
statement. It was only after he had failed in 
- journalism that Sydserfe became manager of a 
playhouse in the Canongate. 

1661. The Kingdom's Intelligencer of the Affairs 
now in Agitation in Scotland, England and Ire- 
land, together with Forraign Intelligence — to pre- 
vent False News. Published by Authority. 

Dobson, in the "History of the Bassandyne 
Bible," states that this reprint was begun at Edin- 
burgh in 1 661, and continued till 1674. The first 



issue that has come under notice is that of the 
number for "From Thursday, October 23, to 
October 30, 1661." It is a 12 pp. small 4to, with 
the imprint ** Reprinted at Edinburgh, i66i." A 
gap exists in extant numbers from November 21, 
1661, to the issue for " From Thursday, June 26, 
to Thursday, July 3, 1662," and thereafter speci- 
mens can be consulted up to August 21 of the 
same year. The size is the same, and the imprint 
reads, " Edinburgh : printed Anno Dom. 1662." 
Two issues for July g-i6 and July 16-23, 1663, 
also exist, 8 pp. small 4to, with the same imprint 
as the last. The pages are numbered 715-722 
and 723-730. About three-fourths of the space 
are devoted to news from abroad, while the re- 
mainder is given over to home intelligence. 
26 Circus Drive, W. J. Couper. 

Glasgow. 



"The Spy" (ist S., V., 150).- Mr. J. W. 
Scott, in his bibliography of Edinburgh perio- 
dic«\ls, refers to Hogg's own annotated copy of 
The Spy^ and asks who now owns it? The fol- 
lowing communication incidentally answers the 
question.— Ed. : — 

I possess a unique copy of this rare perio- 
dical, which originally belonged to David 
Bridges, jun., and bears his autograph across 
the title-page. In his handwriting, over the 
list of contents, there is the following note : — 

''The names of the authors of papers in this 
volume are holograph of the author of The Spy^ 
James Hoggt and were filled in by him at the 
request of D. Bridges, jun. For an account of Hogg 
and his writings, see the Edinburgh Magazine and 
Literary Miscellany ^ Vol. II., pp. 32 and 122 ; and 
for particulars of this work, The Spy, p. 126, 
and col. 2nd, of the; same book. The article was 
written by James Gray, master in the High School. 
— D. B., jr." 

This "literary curiosity," as Hogg himself 
called it, is referred to in his autobiography pre- 
fixed to Altrive Tales^ where he says : — 

"I began it without asking or knowing of any 
assistance; but when Mr. and Mrs. Gray saw it 
was on foot, they interested themselves in it with all 
their power, and wrote a number of essays for it. 
Several other gentlemen otherwise contributed a 
paper quietly now and then, and among others, 
Robert Sym, Esq., which I never discovered till 
after the work was discontinued. Professor T. 
Gillespie, the Rev. Wm. Gillespie, J. Black, of the 
Morning Chronicle, and sundry others, lent me an 
occasional lift. The greater part, however, is my 
own writing, and consists of 415 quarto pages, 
double columned — no easy task for one person to 
accomplish in a year. I speak of this work as one 
that existed, for it flew abroad, like the Sybils* 
papers, every week, and I believe there are not 
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above five complete copies existing, if indeed there 
is one ; and as it never will be reprinted, if the 
scarcity of a work makes it valuable, no one can be 
more so, to exist at all." 

The first number appeared on Saturday, 
September i, 1810, and was published by James 
Robertson, 16 Nicolson Street, Edinburgh, price 
four pence. Of his publisher, Hogg remarks : — 

"He was a kind-hearted, confused body, who 
loved a joke and a dram. He sent for me every 
day about one oVlock to consult about the publica- 
tion ; and then we uniformly went down to a dark 
house in the Cowgate, where we drank whisky and 
ate rolls with a number of printers — the dirtiest and 
leanest -looking men I had ever seen." 

The twelfth number, issued on Saturday, 
November 17, 18 10, was the last published by 
Robertson. The thirteenth bears no imprint. 
The fourteenth, however, was 
** printed at the Star Office (price 4d. a single 
number, 4s. 6d. per quarter, deliverable in town, and 
5s. when sent to the country) by A. and J. Aikman, 
for the proprietors ; where subscriptions and com- 
munications (post paid) will be received." 

The change of publisher had not the effect 
of increasing the circulation ; on the contrary, 
it seems to have gradually decreased until he 
found himself a loser by the concern, and, after 
a twelve months' existence, brought it to a close 
with the fifty-second number, August 24, 181 1. 
This number is by Hogg himself, and is en- 
tilled ''The Spy 5 Farewell to his Readers." 
He says : — 

• •* There have still, however, been a few, and not a 
lew either, who have stood The Spy^s most strenuous 
advocates through good report and through bad 
report. Of these he has been careful to preserve the 
names, and these names he will ever cherish with 
the most grateful remembrance ; and were he 
certain that they would regret the discontinuation of 
The Spy^ and feel the same disappointment on 
missing it on a Saturday evening that they would 
do on being deprived of an old friend or dependant, 
whose conversation, though not without faults, was 
become familiar and dear to them, he would, in his 
turn, experience sensations such as none save an 
enthusiast in the pursuits of literature can enjoy ; 
and he may surely be allowed to indulge the hope, 
so congenial to the soul of every candidate for 
literary honours, that the awards of posterity will in 
part justify the cause which his friends have main- 
tained against such odds. They have had, at all 
events, 3ie honour of patronizing an undertaking 
quite new in the records of literature: for that a 
common shepherd who never was at school; who 
went to service at seven years of age, and could 
neither write nor read with accuracy when twenty ; 
yet who, smitten with an unconquerable thirst after 
knowledge, should run away from his master ; leave 
his native mountains, and his flocks to wander 
where they chose ; come to the metropolis with his 



plaid wrapt around his shoulders, and all at once 
set up for a connoisseur in manners, taste, and 
genius — has certainly much more the appearance of 
a romance than a matter of fact Yet a matter of 
fact it certainly is, and such a person is the editor 
of The Spy, He is deeply indebted to a few ladies 
and gentlemen for their liberal support, to whose 
exertions the work certainly owes a large proportion 
of the little merit it lays claim to. It was intended, 
and indeed promised, that the names of contributors 
should appear in the index, each affixed to the title 
of his essay ; but upon second thoughts it appears 
proper to defer it to a future edition, when the 
errors in composition and printing will likewise be 
carefully corrected.*' 

The wish of " the Shepherd " was not realised, 
for the work was never reprinted. 

In the volume there are 121 articles, 69 being 
in prose and 52 in verse. Of the prose articles, 
34 are by Hogg ; James Gray, 10 ; Mrs. Gray, 
5 ; supposed Walter Scott, 3 ; Rev. T. Gillespie, 
4 ; John Black, 3 ; Rev. J. Lister, i ; supposed 
Robert Sym (uncle of Professor Wilson, and 
" Timothy Tickler " of the Nodes Ambrosian(E\ 
3 ; Rev. W. Gillespie, i ; Dr. R. Anderson, 2 ; 
J. C. Robertson, i ; supposed David Black, i ; 
unknown, i. 

Of the pieces in verse, 28 are by Hogg; J. 
Park, I ; James Gray, 3 ; Dr. John Leyden, 2 ; 
Rev. John Gray, i ; supposed Walter Scott, i ; 
Miss Jessie Stewart, i ; J. Aikman (printer of 
The Spy\ 3 ; Miss Lockhart Gillespie, 3 ; Robert 
Southey, i ; supposed Robert Sym, i ; Rev. W. 
Gillespie, i ; Mrs. Gray, 2 ; supposed Miss 
Ainslie, i ; Rev. W. Wightman, i ; Robert Bums, 
I ; supposed Diamond, i. 

The last mentioned (on page 207) has, under- 
neath the verses entitled "The Sailor Boy," 
a note in the handwriting of "Christopher 
North":— 

"This poem has been attributed to various 
authors. I have good reason to believe that it is 
the composition of Mr. James, Birmingham, the 
writer of several small poetical pieces of great 
merit.— J. Wilson." 

In connection with the articles, "The Scots 
Tutor,'' by the Rev. T. Gillespie of Cults, there 
is on the margin (p^ge 297), m the handwriting 
of David Bridges, juii., the following note : — 

"28 May 1829. This gentleman was sometime 
since appointed Profr. of Humanity in St Andrews, 
and resigned his Church. The story of *The 
Tutor ' is said to be his own case. He was such in 
the family of the Earl of Wemyss, w«*^ was drawn 
under ye character of Earl of Chesterrook. D. B. 
The author would have been presented to a very 
good living if it had not been for these unlucky 
papers, particularly No. 46." 

I may here stale that it was by means of this 
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volume that I made an interesting discovery in 
connection with Dr. John Leyden. On page 
1 68 there is a poem by him, of seven stanzas, 
entitled "Song of Wallace," which does not 
appear in any of the editions of his poetical 
works, and may possibly have been sent to 
Hogg for publication in Tke Spy by Sir Walter 
(then Mr.) Scott My reason for believing that 
it was Scott who sent it is, that on page 72 there 
is an anonymous letter signed "Well-wisher and 
Constant Reader," enclosing "The Battle of 
Assaye," a poem bjr Leyden, and on the margin, 
in Hogg's handwriting, Mr. Scott is given as 
the author of the letter. 

I have ventured to bring this volume under 
the notice of your readers as I believe it has 
many points of interest and value. There is a 
copy in the library at Abbotsford, but it wants 
the title-page and the last number (52). 

Hassendean, James Sinton. 

Eastfield, Joppn, 

October 23, 1905. 

♦ 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHICAL 
EXCHANGE. 
{See 2nd S,, VII, 53.) 



Since 1897 the writer has more or less ex- 
tensively investigated the genealogy of the 
families named below, and, in respect of several 
of them, has published notes, articles, etc. :— 

Brabb(s), Denton^ Dumont, Fairfield^ Foreman, 
Giusif HalUyt Hudson, Lyon, McPike, Mountain, 
Piket Reynolds, Rezeau, Traveirier, Waddingham, 
WeUs, Wilkinson. 

The majority of material collected relates to 
families whose names are in italics. 

If your other readers will furnish similar lists, 
there will soon be established a basis for the 
exchange of notes. Eugene F. McPike. 

Chicago, U.S. A. 

♦ 

Gordon Subscribers to the 1787 Edin- 
burgh Edition of Burns' Poems. — These 
included the following : — The Duchess of Gor- 
don, 21 copies ; Lady Gordon, Thistle Street, 
Edinburgh ; Baron Gordon, 4 copies ; Thomas 
Gordon, esq., of Jialmaghie ; Miss Gordon of 
Crogo; Mr. John Gordon, Glasgow; Mr. Alex. 
Gordon, London ; James Gordon, Niels ton ; 
Wm. Gordon, writer, Edinburgh ; Samuel Gor- 
don, merchant, Manchester ; Adam Gordon ; 
and John Gordon, esq., of Carleton. This 
edition was printed for the author and sold by 
William Creech. Robert Murdoch. 



Mr. ANDREW LANG'S DESCENT FROM 
THE ANCIENT HOUSE OF 
COMYN. 



The Cummings of Lochlervandich in Glcn- 
rinnes were a branch of the Altyre family, who 
were descended from the Comyns, Lords of 
Badenoch. George Cumming of Lochtervan- 
dich, who was provost of Elgin in 1663 and 
also from 1670- 1687, married as his first wife, 
Marjorie Leslie, of the family of Kininvie. The 
provost and his wife are buried in the south 
transept of Elgin Cathedral, under a flat stone 
bearing the family arms and the following in- 
scription : — " Here Lyes George Cummin of 
Lochtervandech, sometime Provost of Elgin, 
who died the 20 of September, 1689 ; and his 
spouse, Mariore Leslie, who died in September 
the yeir of God, 1656." (The provost's second 
wife, Lucretia Gordon, is buried in St. Mary's 
aisle, within the Duke of Gordon's tomb, and a 
slab with the arms of the Gordons of Kinneddar 
bears the inscription — "Here lyis the body of 
Lucretia Gordon, spouse to George Cuming, 
sometime Provost of Elgin, who died in Sep- 
tember, 1668"). The fiat stone under which the 
provost and his first wife lie buried is said to 
have been*broken to pieces by the fall of the 
great tower of the cathedral in the year 171 1, 
and to have been put together again when the 
debris was removed. The youngest son of the 
provost's marriage with Marjorie Leslie was the 
Rev. George Cumming, minister of the parish 
of Essil (now part of the parish of Speymouth). 
He was ordained on 21st September, 1676, and 
married a daughter of Archibald Geddes of 
Essil, by whom he had two sons, George and 
Archibald, both clergymen of the Church of 
England, and a daughter, Jean. The minister is 
buried in the old churchyard of Speymouth, tlic 
inscnption on his tombstone being: — **Here Lyes 
Master George Cuming, 47 years Minister of The 
Gospel At Essil, Who Departed this life the 20 
Day of September, 1 723." The minister, through 
his mother, was related to the famous Archbishop 
Sharp, the latter's mother having been Isobel 
Leslie of the family of Kininvie. The minister's 
daughter, Jean, married William McWilliara in 
Wester Galdwall, Boharm (5. N. g-, 2nd S., 
VII., 58). A tombstone to their memory in the 
churchyard of Boharm bears (or bore) the 
following inscription : — " William McWilliam, 
sometime in Wester Gall wall, who died in May, 
1739, and Jean Cumming, his spouse, who died 
December, 1764, are both interred in this place, 
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in memory of whom this stone is erected by 
Helen and May (Marjory?) McWilliams their 
daughters." I have not so far been able cer- 
tainly to connect this family with the Glenlivet 
family of McPherson alias McWillie, nor with 
the Glenrinnes family of Stuart altos McWilliam, 
but it is probable that William was descended 
from one or other of these families. Marjory, 
William's sixth daughter by his wife, Jean 
Gumming, married in March, 1759, Alexander 
Young in Netherton of Glass, afterwards at 
Oldmills, Elgin. They were the parents of 
William Young, esquire of Burghead (father of 
the late Robert Young, author of "Annals of 
Elgin ")i and of Helen Young, who was born 
in 1760, and married Thomas Craig. Their 
daughter, Ann Craig, married Thomas Sellar, 
esquire of Westfield, Elgin, and they were the 
parents of Jane Sellar, who, by her marriage 
with John Lang of Selkirk, became the mother 
of Mr. Andrew Lang of world-wide literary fame. 
I am informed by Hugh W. Young, esquire of 
Burghead (to whom also I am indebted for 
some of the above particulars), that his great- 
grandmother, Marjory McWilliam, was a woman 
of great ability, and that from her the Sellars 
(who have produced many distinguished men) 
and other descendants take their abilities. It is 
interesting to note that Mr. Andrew Lang is not 
oblivious of his descent from the Galdwall 
family, for in his "Adventures among Books," 
p. 71, occurs th« following paragraph: — "But 
old people of position spoke the old Scotch 
tongue sixty years ago, and were full of wonder- 
ful genealogies, full of reminiscences of the * '45,' 
and the adventures of the Jacobites. The very 
last echoes of that ancient world are dying now 
from menjory, like the wide reverberations of 
that gun which Miss Nelly Mac William heard 
on the day when Prince Charles landed, and 
which resounded strangely all through Scot- 
land." "Miss Nelly" was Marjory's sister, and 
noted for her services to fugitive Jacobites after 
the disaster at Culloden. 

It seems not improbable, therefore, that the 
famous writer, in depicting in his "History of 
Scotland" that event of outstanding interest — 
the murder of the Red Comyn, lord of Bade- 
noch, by Robert Bruce — duly recognised an 
ancestor of his own in the person of Sir Robert 
Comyn, progenitor of the Altyre family, son of 
the first Red Comyn, lord of Badenoch, and 
uncle of the murdered lord, who died in attempt- 
ing to protect his nephew from the friends of 
Bruce, m the church of the Minorite Friars at 
Dumfries— almost exactly six centuries ago. 

H. D. McW. 



"THE GREEN." 



Mr. G. M. Eraser's brochure, "The Green and 
its Story," is a remarkably well done piece of 
work. The result of his studies into the origin 
of the rather puzzling placename, "The Green," 
is that the street was so named because it was 
the via to a municipal bleaching green and bath 
house which lay on the banks of the Den bum, 
a few yards north of Union Bridge, now oc- 
cupied by the Great North of Scotland Railway. 
Thus, "The Green" was never actually in 
historical times a green, A better solution of 
the term, I think, would be found in the word 
"gare," which means a three-cornered or tri- 
angular piece of ground, and this is precisely 
what the Green is and always has been. There 
is a Magdaline Gare in Dundee, and it is quite 
probable that in daily use " The Gare " should 
evolve into " The Green." 

The author has omitted to mention that Mr. 
Thomas Edwards, naturalist, whose " Life" was 
written by Dr. Samuel Smiles, spent his earlier 
years in this locality. By the way, Mr. Eraser 
mentions Exchequer Row as being the street in 
which the alleged mint was established by 
William the Lyon. The Chartulary of St. 
Nicholas gives Chxikarraw. Can it be that 
Chakarraw and Exchequer Row are synony- 
mous words? Stand Sure. 

Aberdeen. 

♦ 

Ensign Alex. Gordon in Col. Morris' 
Regiment (2nd S., VII., 57).-— The name of 
this officer comes third among the ensigns in 
the list given in Stewart's "Sketches of the 
Highlands of Scotland," Vol. II., p. 82. It 
would be interesting to have a note of the names 
of the officers of the regiment according to the 
list in the Aberdeen Journal of 5th December, 
1739, in order to see whether there are any other 
discrepancies. According to Stewart, the 
officers were not appointed until December, 
1759, when, after assembling at Gordon Castle, 
the regiment marched to Aberdeen 960 strong. 

A. M. M. 

The Name "Bullox."— In the Poll Book 
of 1696, Vol. II., p. 606, the following entry 
occurs :— 

John Bullox, ropemaker, no stock, for himself and 
wife, no child of age ; ane servant, Janet Simer, 
get ffi yeirly £i Ss. od. 

R. Murdoch. 



The Duchess of Gordon as a Book- 
Buyer. — An interesting little article could be 



Digitized by Google 



Vol. VII. 2nd Series.] SCOTTISH NOTES AND QUERIES 



93 



written about the books for which the Duchess 
of Gordon subscribed in her long career as a 
public career. One of these was Innes Munro's 
" Military Operations on the Coromandel Coast," 
published in 1789. Munro (who died in 1827) 
was a kinsman of Sir Hector Munro, who had 
commanded the Regiment of Fencibles raised 
by the Duke of Gordon in 1779. Innes Munro 
married Ann, daughter of Rev. George Gordon, 
minister of Clyne, who died 1770. 

J. M. B. 



Queries. 

662. A Strange Method op Hair Dressing. 
— The Aberdeen Jounial of October 16, 1753, ad- 
vertises for the arrest of Thomas Smith, who had 
broken into the house of Patrick Gordon at Bridge- 
house, Old Deer. Smith was a young man of low 
stature, dusk hair tied in his neck, with a lock of 
hair on each side of his head curled and put up in 
pieces of lead." Was this a common practice or an 
individual freak? B. 

663. Rev. Robert McPherson, Chaplain to 
Colonel Eraser's Regiment. — The Rev. William 
Gordon, ** alias McGregor,'' about whom there has 
been some correspondence in these columns, was 
** sharply rebuked "by the Moray Synod, October 
25, 1758, and suspended for a fortnight, because he 
had licensed and ordained Robert McPherson, now 
chaplain to Col. Eraser's Regiment in America," 
although he knew there was zfama about McPher- 
son. Who was McPherson ? Scott (Fas/i), who 
does not mention this incident, says that Gordon 
married, as his first wife, Magdalene, daughter of 
Malcolm Macpherson of Nessintilloch. B. 

664. Gordons as Shipmasters. — Any infor- 
mation about the following Gordons will be wel- 
comed : — 

Alexander QorJon, commanded the Rubie of Aberdeen, 
1749-1751. 

Alexander Oordon. shipmaster, Aberdeen ; married 
Maiptfet, daughter of William Oordon, senior, mer- 
chant, Schoolhill. Aberdeen (who died 1733), son of 
Sobert Gordon, in Botany (Aberdeen CommUtariat}. 

James Gordon, snipmaster, Fraserburgh ; will proved 
December 27, 17& 

John Gordon, was master of the brisantine, Paequet 
(120 tons), "old English built," which belonged to the 
Old Shipping Company of Aberdeen, from 1749 to 
1761. Ill October of the latter year, George Doucan 
appears as the captain. 

Thomas Gordon, master of the ship Margaret of Aber- 
deen, was given a Mediterranean pass, February 28, 
1693 (State Papers, " Domestic "). Be may have been 
the father of Admiral Thomas Gordon. Governor uf 
Cronstadt, whose father is said to have been an Aber- 
deen pkipper. 

Thomas Gordon, commanded the Heletia, which was 
wrecked off Bervie, January 14, 1752. All the crew 
were saved except Gordon, who "got a stroke on the 
head while giving orders on deck, and was carried to 
his cabin, where he died" (Aberdeen Jouri,al, January 
as, 17^ He seems to be the Thomas Gordon, ship- 



master, Aberdeen, who died in Jannary, 1752, and 
whose will was confirmed Jnly 9, 1752. He was the 
cousin of a John Gordon, writer in Banff. 

Walter Gordon, shipmaster in Aberdeen. Will proved 
January 4, 1767. 

William Gordon, commanded the 60-ton sloop, Prineees 
Caroline, of Aberdeen, in 1748. She had been built 
for the Government. William Gordon commanded 
the St. Andrew of Aberdeen, 1749. 

The Bletting, the Unity, and the JUeolution were all 
commanded by Gordons in 1749. 

The Good Intent^ commanded by Gordon of and from 
Abertleen to London, captured off Fiamborough Head 
by a French privateer and carried to Dunkirk (Aber- 
deen Joumalt September 26, 1758). 

J. M. B. 

665. The Arbuthnots of Haddo. — The Aber- 
deen fournal of September 28, 1756, notes that 
**on Tuesday last died at Peterhead, Robert Arbuth- 
not of Haddo, Esq., merchant in that place. A 
gentleman whose many valuable qualifications ren- 
dered him an honour to his country, an ornament 
to society, and a public blessing : so that his death 
is unfeignedly regretted by all ranks." Was this 
the grandfather of Sir William Arbuthnot, ist bart. 
(created 1823), who was born in 1766 ? B. 

666. Rev. James Anderson, D.D.— This gentle- 
man died 1739 ; lived in London, near Piccadilly ; 
chaplain to Earl of Buchan ; a native of Aberdeen ; 
a prominent Freemason, having framed the earliest 
printed "constitutions" of the fraternity. What 
information is to be had regarding birthplace, family, 
descendants, etc. ? P. M. Z. 

Richmond, Surrey. 

667. Beriah Botfield of Norton Hall, 
Northamptonshire.— I find this gentleman sub- 
scribed £^ in 1863 towards the illustrated volume 
on Northern Antiquities" for the Spalding Club. 
He also presented to the Club in i860 Volume 
XXX. of their publications, which is Passages from 
the Diary of General Patrick Gordon of Auch- 
leuchries, a.d. 1635 — a.d. 1699." He was con- 
nected with the Spalding Club from its inception. 
His other address was 6 Grosvenor Square. Any 
further particulars of the Botfield family will be 
welcomed. He seems to have had several friends 
in Aberdeen. Robert Murdoch. 

668. C. Gordon Urquhart.— In the Add. MSS. 
(36,544, f. 122) in the British Museum, there is a 
letter written in pencil (May, 1827), apparently from 
one of the fields of battle during the (jreek struggle, 
signed C. Gordon Urquhart. It is very dim, but the 
point of it is that some troops had gone because 
they have received no pay and no bread. The 
regulars are likewise without ammunition or pro- 
visions." Who was " C. Gordon Urquhart" ? 

J. M. B. 

669. Quotation Source. — A friend has asked 
me if I can tell him the source of the following 

?uotation from a ballad, about some local "games,'' 
presume, which refers to James Hogg, the Ettrick 
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Shepherd. He cannot give the quotation with 
perfect accuracy, as it is taken, not from a printed 
page, but from the treacherous tablets of memory. 
As recollected by him, it runs thus:— 

" Now Jamie Hogg frae Ettrick cap (or caiu'X 
A cliftie, clever chiel' ; 
But Willie Broon u' Gilmanscleugh 
Bate him by half a heel." 

My friend is certain of the second and fourth lines 
in the quotation, but not sure of the last word in the 
first line, while the third line is mere potter. My 
friend further says he thinks the verse appears in an 
article about Hogg. For some reason he wants to 
verify the quotation, and asks me if I can help him 
to do so. I have a suspicion the lines may be found 
in one or other of the Nodes Ambrosiana by Wilson, 
a volume unfortunately out of my reach. Of course 
I may be wrong in this surmise, but my aim in 
sending the query to S. N. 6* Q. is to ask any 
courteous reader, whose library is better stored than 
my own, or whose knowledge of Scottish verse is 
wider and more exact, to put me on the track of 
verifying my friend's reference. 

Dollar. W. B. R. W. 

670. James Thomson, Minor Poet : Date of 
Death.— The above poetaster, who was a ** weaver 
in Kinleith," was born in Edinburgh, loth Septem- 
ber, 1763, and published a book of poems in 1801. 
I would be obliged if any student of Scottish poetr>' 
or biography, or local antiquary, could furnish me 
with the date of this author's death. 

Dollar. W. B. R. W. 

671. " BiOGRAPHiA Scotia."— About thirty years 
ago, I found at Stationers' Hall an entry (No. 85) of 
a " Biographia Scotia," dated between September 
30, 1805, and April, 1806. I have failed to find the 
work. Writing previous to these dates, Borthwick 
Gilchrist, the orientalist, says he hopes to have an 
article on his own genealogy in a work of that sort 
soon. Can anyone kindly direct me to the work or 
the article ? MacG.-G. 

672. Mistress Abercrombie. — Who was 
Mistress Anna Abercrombie, sometime servitrix to 
the *• Princess of Orange at Haig" ? She died be- 
twixt 1640 and April 14, 1647. MacG.-G. 

673. Major Middleton.— Can anyone kindly 
give the parentage of Major James Middleton, Dun- 
dee's aide-de-camp at Killiecrankie ? Was it he 
who was buried at Montrose in 1692 ? If not, who 
was the Major M. buried there then ? 

MacG.-G. 

674. The Rev. Mr. Roger.— "A General View 
of the Agriculture of the County of Angus or Forfar." 
By the Rev. Mr. Roger. Edinburgh : 1794. 

Is the author of this book identical with the Rev. 
John Roger who entered King's College in i7f<i 
("Joannes Roger, Aberdonensis") ; graduated M.A. 
5n 1785 ; was licensed in 1791 ; became schoolmaster 



of Towie and afterwards of Kincardine O'Neil ; and 
was presented to the parish of Kincardine O'Neil in 
1799? The Rev. John Roger contributed the des- 
cription of his parish to the '*New Statistical 
Account." Hew Scott's Fasti^ III., 519 ; »• General 
Account of James Young and Rachel Cruickshank," 
edition of 1894, p. 182. P. J. Anderson. 

675. John Grant of Glengairn (2nd S., VII., 
23) — I return my sincere thanks to the correspond- 
ents who have replied to my query anent the author 
of the " Legends of the Braes o* Mar." I have now 
written on the title page of my copy (1861), "By 
John Grant of Glengairn." Perhaps Mr. G. Sim 
might give the date and place of Mr. Grant's 
decease, which is omitted ? An approximate year 
would be sufficient 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba« 

676. A Burns Emendation. — I read a long 
time ago some extracts from a manuscript note- 
book of our national bard, containing annotations 
on Scottish songs and some corrections of his own 
poems. One on the ** Elegy on the death of the 
Earl of Glencairn " I thought peculiarly appropriate, 
forcible, and far more expressive, as well as rhythymi- 
cally necessary, than the word "child," which has 
hitherto appeared in print The elegy is mainly in 
our vernacular, and ought to end thus : — 

" The mither may forget the baim 

lliat smiles sae sweetly on her knee ; 
But ru remember thee, Olencoim, 
An' a' that thou hast done for me." 

Burns intended that the fine old Anglo-Saxon word 
baim should be substituted for child; but his inten- 
tion has never been carried out to my knowledge. 
I have four editions of his poems, but it is ** child *' 
in all of them. Has Burns's annotation ever been 
adopted in later editions ? 
Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

♦ 

Bttdwers. 

192. W. J. Linton's Origin (znd S.,III., 185; 
IV., 16).— Mr. J. Malcolm Bulloch may note that 
I have examined the Poll Book of 1696, and find 
the following references to Lintons in Volume II. : — 

PAROCH OF OLD MACHAS. 
KKT9T0NB (p. 569X 
James Linton, subtennent (no trade or free stock, no chyld- 
reen, AcX with his own and his wife's poll ia . . 12a. 

TOUNE OF OLD ABERDEEN (p. S88X 
Alexander Lintone, wrlght ther, and hia wife and sone, their 

poll £1 4s. Od. 

TOUNE AND FREEDOM OF ABERDEEN (p. 601). 
Androw Linton, fermorer, no stock, for himself and wife ; 
no child of age : serranta, Janet Bowman, SQ merlnyeirly, 

Jean Forbes, £4 £1 IBs. 8d. 

Robert Murdoch. 
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626. AcHNACH (2nd S., VII., 46).— When resid- 
ing in the Deeside Hydropathic three years ago I 
visited the adjacent village of Culter, and in the little 
graveyard attached to the church I saw a fine head- 
stone commemorating a James Achnach. I had 
never seen that name before, so I took a note of it, 
but since my return to Australia I observed in an 
Aberdeen newspaper the death of Peter Achnach of 
Peterculter, in March of this present year, who 
bequeathed several thousand pounds to Aberdeen 
charities and Quarrier's Homes at Bridge of Weir. 
Probably they have left no descendants or relatives. I 
conjecture that this surname is an abbreviated form 
of Auchanachie, which I have seen in old documents. 
The names of Pringle, Strachan, Neaves, and 
Affleck were originally Hoppringle, Strathauchin, 
Baineavis, and Auchinleck. Many other names will 
suggest themselves to the etymologist which were 
differently spelt in the olden time. 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

654. Robe's Monthly History (2nd S., VII., 
78).— Robe of Kilsyth edited the Christian Monthly 
History for at least two years (1743-44), writing for 
it an account of the Kilsyth Revival. In Kilsyth : 
a Parish History," the accomplished author of that 
work, the Rev. Peter Anton, states that the publica- 
tion ran to six numbers. If so, it must have closed 
in April, 1744, and been resumed as a new series in 
1745. Several years ago, the writer of this note 
hap^ned to come upon the first two numbers of the 
Christian Monthly History in a library now dis- 
persed, and is able to give the title, which is as 
follows : — The Christian Monthly History : or, an 
Account of the Revival and Progress of Religion, 
abroad and at home. To be Published Monthly. 
Number i. For November." (Then follows a 
(quotation firom Acts xv., 3.) The place of publica- 
tion is Edinburgh; the year, 1743. Both numbers 
are printed on miserable paper, 8vo in size, and 
contain respectively 64 pp., the first 40 pp. of No. i 
being written by Robe and signed at the end, ** Jas. 
Robe, Kilsyth, 1743." No. 2, similar in size, is for 
December of the same year. At the same time and 
place, the writer came upon three numbers of what 
appeared to be a new series of the Monthly History ^ 
entitled : " The Christian Monthly History for the 
Month of April, 1745. Number i." 8vo, 28 pp. 
No. 2 was missing ; but Nos. 3 and 4, for June and 
July respectively, contained each 32 pp. In the 
new series no place of publication was named. 
"Corson Cone" is no doubt aware that the sub- 
stance of Robe's contributions to the Monthly 
History reappears in his " Faithful Narrative of the 
Extraordinary Work of the Spirit of God at Kilsyth" 
— a work begun in 1742, but not completed till 
1751, of which several editions were subsequently 
published, Glasgow, 1790, and Glasgow, 1840. In 
the 1790 edition. Robe makes repeated references to 
his Monthly History ^ and shows that much of it 
was incorporated in the " Nanative." 

W. S. 



655. Sir David Brewster's Editorial Work 
(2nd S., VII., 78). — Sir David Brewster aspired to 
literary as well as scientific distinction. He never 
read a book, it is said, without feeling a desire to 
review it. In 1802, when little more than twenty 
years old, he became editor of the Edinburgh 
Magazine, When that magazine merged in the 
Scots Magazine in 1804, Brewster was a tutor in^a 
Dumfi-iesshire family, and could not possibly have 
carried on editorial work in Edinburgh at the same 
time. His tutorship continued till 1807. In 1808, 
after leaving Dumfriesshire, he was appointed editor 
of the Edinburgh Encyclopcedia — a position he con- 
tinued to hold till 1830, when the work was com- 
pleted. It is this fact, no doubt, which has given 
currency to the legend that he continued to edit the 
Edinburgh Magazine until 1817. He had nothing 
to do with the Edinburgh Magazine — at least after 
1804. That magazine was entirely distinct, and on 
quite diiferent lines from the Edinburgh Philo- 
sophical Journalt of which in 1819 he became joint- 
editor. W. S. 

658. " Tutor op Gordon " (2nd S., VII., 79).— 
James Chalmers was tutor to Cosmo George, Duke 
of Gordon, during his minority, and died at Cairn- 
whelp, Cairnie, in 1758. His son was the Rev. 
Alexander Chalmers, minister of Cairnie, 1747-98, 
who married Lady Anne, second daughter of Cosmo 
George, Duke of Gordon. His £aither was the Rev. 
George Chalmers, minister of Botriphnie, 1682-1727, 
who married, on January 6, 1685, Margaret, daughter 
of Henry Stewart of Newton, Boharm, afterwards of 
Towiemore, Botriphnie,^ by his wife, Helen, daughter 
of William Grant of Arndilly, Boharm. S. R. 

Boharm. 



Mr. Malcolm Bulloch may find light on his query 
in the following extracts firom an Inventory of Writs 
recorded in the Particular Register of Sasines, 
Reversions, etc., kept for the County of Banff": — 

** Sasine. — Jas. Chalmers, Tutor to his Grace the 
Duke of Gordon, on Newtown, etc. Presented . . 
nth June, 1737, and Regt. in the 44th, 45, and 46 
Leaves " of the 7th Book. 

*• Sasine. — Jas. Chalmers, late Tutor to His Grace 
the Duke of Gordon,' on Achinhandoch (Mortlach), 
presented 2nd March, 1752, and registered in the 
376-377 leaves of the 7th Book" of said Register. 

An examination of the Record in the Register 
House, Edinburgh, is a simple matter, and may 
disclose further particulars. *' Pitteveach," Mortlach, 
is now spelt ** Pittyvaich," and is the property of 
Provost Symon, Dufftown. 

Banff. James Grant. 



Among the deaths recorded in the Scots Magazine 
for August, 1758, the following entry occurs:— "At 
his house, near Huntly, Aberdeenshire, James 
Chalmers of Belnellaw, Esq. He had been tutor to 
the late Duke of Gordon.** S. 
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659. A Duel in Strathdon (2nd S., VI L, 79). 
— I do not know who the parties indicated were, 
but would venture to suggest that they may have 
been two representatives of the rival houses of 
Forbes and Gordon. Both families were largely 
represented in the military profession at the time. 
A company of soldiers, commanded by a captain, 
was stationed at Corgarff Castle on or shortly before 
the date named in the query. Some years after- 
wards, the name of a Captain John Gordon of 
Cairnwhelp is met with in Aberdeenshire annals. 
He may possibly have been one of the combatants 
in the bloodless duel. S. 

661. Poems attributed to James V. (2nd S., 
VII., 79).— " Christ's Kirk on the Green" is attri- 
buted to James V. by Callander of Craigforth 
("Two Ancient Scottish Poems," 1782) ; by Walpole 
("Royal and Noble Authors," 3rd edition, 1759); 
by Bishop Gibson in 169 1 ; and by Thomas Demp- 
ster in 1619. More commonly, however, the poem 
is assigned to James I. The tradition attributing it 
to James V. is perhaps based on a misreading of 
"First" for "Fifth," in the Bannatyne MS. collec- 
tion of Scottish Poems, written in 1568. ** Peblis 
to the Play " can only be ascribed to the fifth James 
on the ground that both it and "Christ's Kirk on 
the Green" are -the work of the same author. 
Dempster in 1619 was one of the first, I believe, to 
give currency to the tradition of the fifth James's 
authorship. "The Gaberlunzie Man" is attributed 
to James V. in a Perth edition of the works of James 
I. published in 1786 ; by Callander of Craigforth in 
1782 ; by Walpole in 1759 ; and, I understand, by 
Allan Ramsay in 1724. "The Jollie Beggar" is 
said to be the work of James V. in the Perth publi 
cation of 1786 already mentioned. Probably the 
ascription was made much earlier— perhaps by 
Ramsay in 1724. For full discussion of the subject 
of this query, consult Irving's " Lives of Scottish 
Poets," London, 1810, 2 vols., and " Scottish Poetry 
of i6th Century, Abbotsford Series," edited by G. 
Eyre-Todd, Glasgow, 1892. W. S. 

♦ 

Xtterature. 

Old Houses in Edinburgh (2nd S., VI., 144, 
1 59). We have received from Mr. William J as. 
Hay, of John Knox's House, Edinburgh, the 
remaining parts of Vol. I., viz., Nos. 3-9, of this 
able publication. The popularity of this finely 
illustrated work by Mr. Bruce J. Home, who 
also supplies the racy letterpress, is assured, 
and it is respectfully dedicated to the Lord 
Provost, Magistrates, and Town Council of 
Edinburgh. It is a work which should be on 
the shelves of loccU collectors^ architects, and 
antiquaries. In parts 5 and 6 we have more 
than an ordinary interest, for though th© Gor- 
dons had mansions in the North, it is perhaps 
not generally known that they had also resi- 



dences ift Edinburgh, as the following brief 

extracts show 

Huntly House (two views), opposite the Canon- 
gate Tolbooth, is reported to have been the 
town residence of the ancient and powerful 
family of Huntly. George, the sixth Earl and 
fir^ Marquis of Huntly, whose name is as- 
sociated with this building, was a notable figure 
in the time of James VL and his son, Charles. 
The defeat and death of the great Earl at 
Corrichie in 1562 led to a temporary collapse 
of the fortunes of his family, which, however, 
were restored in 1565 by Queen Mary, in the 
person of George, first Earl, who, dying in 
1 5761 was succeeded by the subject of these 
' observations. 

Doorway of Gordon House, Castlehill. George, 
fourth Marquis of Huntly and first Duke of 
Gordon, great-grandson of the Marquis who is 
supposed to have inhabited the Huntly House 
in the Canongate, was Governor of Edinburgh 
Castle from 1684 till 1689. The Duke's town 
house stopd till lately on the Castlehill, im- 
mediately "behind the " Cannon Ball House," at 
the comer of the Esplanade. The Duke of Gor- 
don married Lady Elizabeth Howard, daughter 
of the Duke of Norfolk, who survived her hus- 
band, and died in 17 16. She disposed of the 
mansion to the Bairds of Newbyth. 
It will thus be seen that Mr. Home has given 
us a valuable contribution to . Scottish archi- 
tecture and history, and that none too early. 
♦ 

Scots Sooftd of tbe Aontb. 

Anderson, James Maltland. The Matriculation 
Roll of the University of St. Andrews. 1747-1897. 
5 Illustrations. Royal 8vo. Net, 188. Blackwood. 

Court aulde and Royal Blue Book of Scot- 
land. First Issue. 8vo. Net, los. 6d. 

Chas. W. Deacon & Co. , London. 

Cramond, Wm., LL.D. Annals of Cullen. 2nd 
Edition. Net, is. George Sievwright, Cullen. 

Henderson, T. F. Mary Queen of Scote: her 
Environment and Tragedy. Profusely Illustrated. 
2 Vols. 4to. Net, 24s. Hutchison & Co. 

MacCunn, Florence A. Mary Stuart 44 Illus- 
trations. 8vo. Net, los. 6d. Methuen. 

Rosebery, Lord. Wallace; Burns; Stevenson: 
Appreciations. Illustrated. Demy 8vo., Net, 
2S. 6d. Crown 4to, Net, los. 6d. 

Eneas Mackay, Stirling. 
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THE TERRITORIAL "OF." 



Grants of Grant. 



Under the feudal system of land-holding, a 
grant of land from the Crown was usually sup- 
plemented by the erection of the land into a 



free barony, with the title of lord baron to the 
owner. It was his duty and right to maintain 
order in his barony by fine, imprisonment, or 
death. The barony was called a regality when 
all the powers possessed by the Crown, except 
to try cases of treason, were conferred on the 
lord baron. Lords of baronies and regalities 
seem to have been inclined to magnify their 
office, and to sign the names of their baronies 
instead of their Christian names and surnames. 

In 1672, an Act of the Scots Parliament was 
passed declaring that it was allowed only to 
noblemen and bishops to subscribe by their 
titles. All others were ordained to subscribe 
their christened names or the initial letter of 
the Christian name (with the surname), but they 
were allowed, if they pleased, to adject the 
designation of their lands with the addition of 
the word "of" prefixed to it. This applied to all 
land-holders whether lords of baronies or not. 

When lands were erected into a barony, it 
had to get a distinctive name. This might be 
the name which the lands had usually borne, or 
a new name might be invented, for example, 
Glendowachie in Gamrie. Sometimes the lord 
of the barony bore the same name as his lands, 
and then he was styled " of that ilk," meaning, 
of that same name. Sometimes, on the erec- 
tion of a barony, the lord gave it his own name. 
Nicolson of Clerkingtoun, near Edinburgh, 
named his barony Nicolson. When Grant of 
Frenchy, in Inverness, got his possessions 
erected into a regality in 1694, he called it Grant. 
There are several families of Grant, and hence 
some members of the family in which the 
regality is entailed, have designated themselves 
"of Grant," to show that they belong to the 
regality family. Though this is unusual, there 
is nothing improper in it. 

The powers- of the lords of baronies and 
regalities were much curtailed in 1747, and "of 
following a man's name now merely means that 
he is the proprietor of the land to which it is 
prefixed, except in the case of Grant, where it 
indicates the family to which he belongs. 

John Milne, LL.D. 
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NOTABLE MEN AND WOMEN OF 
ARGYLESHIRE. 

(Continued from Vol, VII., 2mi ^.,page 83.) 

385. MACLEOD, Norman, D.D., F.R.S.E. : 
Moderator of General Assembly and Divine of 
Church of Scotland. A son of the Morven 
manse, he was educated, like his brother John, 
for the ministry of the Scottish Church. Or- 
dained in 1 86 1 to the charge of St. Columba's, 
Glasgow, he was translated to Blair Athole in 
1868. Thence he was transferred to St. Ste- 
phen's, Edinburgh, and, finally, was translated 
to the first charge, Inverness, where he still 
labours with much acceptance and success. His 
magnetic personality and powerful preaching 
are said to have more than doubled the mem- 
bership since his induction to the High Church. 
His ecclesiastical work was duly recognised in 
1900 by his being called to the Moderator's 
chair of the General Assembly. Tall and spare 
of figure, his seeming austerity of countenance 
is belied by his genial and kindly nature. Chari- 
table movements of all kinds have his ready 
sympathy and support, and local institutions for 
the suffering and needy have benefited greatly 
through his exertions. Dr. Macleod probably 
holds a record among Scottish clergymen for 
having officiated at the opening of new or reno- 
vated churches and church halls in the country. 
He has personally taken part in such proceed- 
ings on somewhere between sixty and seventy 
occasions. Respect for Dr. Macleod is not 
limited to sectarian and denominational fol- 
lowers : all sorts and conditions of men hold 
him in the highest esteem. 

386. MacMaster, Donald: Centenarian. 
This long-lived Celt was born on January 5, 
1794, at Keil, Morven, and died in 1896 in his 
103rd year. During the greater part of that 
time the Macleod family had ministered in the 
parish. 

387. Macnab, Duncan (Rev.) : Free Church 
Divine and Author. Born in South Knapdale 
in 1808, he was licensed by the Presbytery of 
Inveraray in 1831, ordained to the second charge 
of the Campbeltown congregation in 1839, and 
admitted to the first charge in 1841. He left 
the Established Church at the Disruption in 
1843, and was translated to Renfield Free 
Church, Glasgow, nth December, 1856, and 
died in 1863. A volume of sermons and bio- 
graphical sketch was issued posthumously. Mr. 
Macnab was gifted with a lar^^e and lofty 
intellect, and had scholarly and scientific attain- 
ments. His theology was deep, accurate, rich, 



and spiritual, and his language simple and 
felicitous. He excelled as a Gaelic preacher. 

388. Macnair, James (Rev.) : A native of 
Inverchaolin, Loch Strivenhead, and born in 
1827. He became a missionary to the South 
Seas, and was placed in Erromanga, the island 
where John Williams was massacred, as well as 
two other following missionaries. M r. Macnair 
died about 1872. 

389. Macmillan, Daniel: Minor Poet. A 
native of Campbeltown, he has a place in 
Edwards's " Modern Scottish Poets," XIV., 300. 
He was born in 1846, but removed early to 
Glasgow, where he became a traveller. He was 
a frequent contributor to the Peoples Friend. 
His poem, ''The Dying Saint to his Bible," is a 
pleasing production. 

390. McNeill, Angus John, Captain : 
Of the Colonsay family, he was born in 1874. 
In 1895 he joined the Seaforth Highlanders as 
Captain, saw service in Crete, and in the Soudan 
under Kitchener. He was A.D.C. to General 
Gatacre in South Africa. 

391. McNeill, Duncan, Lord Colonsay: 
Scottish Judge. A native of Colonsay, he was 
born 6th August, 1793, and bred to the bar, to 
which he was called in 18 16. He held the 
office of Solicitor-General in 1834-5, and again 
in 1841-2, and was Lord Advocate from 1842 to 
July, 1846. He was chosen M.P. for Argyle- 
shire in 1843, and continued to represent the 
county till 1851. He was chosen, in 1843, l->ean 
of Faculty, the highest honour his felloVv- 
advocates could put upon him. He was raised 
to the bench in 185 1, and took the title of Lord 
Colonsay — a title which he dropped in 1852 
when made Lord Justice General, and President 
of the Court of Session. He was raised to the 
peerage in 1867, and died in 1874. 

392. McNeill, John: Born Colonsay. 
Father of the above. He was bom in 1769, and 
died in 1845. He was a great improver of his 
estates, and a distinguished agriculturist. 

393. McNeill, Sir John, F.R.S. : Dis- 
tinguished Diplomatist. Brother of the foregoing 
Duncan Lord Colonsay, and born in Colonsay in 
1793, he was educated for the medical profession 
at St. Andrews and Edinburgh Universities, and 
graduated as M.D. in 1814. He was, in 183 1, ap- 
pointed Assistant Envoy at the Court of Persia, 
for which position he had prepared himself by 
practising his profession in the East He be- 
came secretary to the Embassy in 1834, and 
Envoy Extraordinary in 1836. He was created 
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a G.C.B. in 1839. In 1834 he had received the 
Persian Order of the Lion and the Sun. He 
was indefatigable in his duties, and warned this 
country against the danger of Russian aggression 
in Persia and Afghanistan. On returning home, 
in 1844, he was placed at the head of the Scot- 
tish Poor Law Board. He also conducted a 
, special inquiry into the condition of the Western 
Highlands and Islands in 1851. He presided 
over the Commission of Inquiry into the ad- 
ministration of the commissariat in the Crimea 
in 1855. He was made a Privy Councillor in 
1 861, and he was both an LL.D. of Edinburgh 
University and a D.C.L. of Oxford. He died at 
Cannes in 1883. 

394. MacNeill, James Graham Robert 
Douglas, C.B. : Lieut.-Colonel. He was born 
in 1842 of Argyleshire parentage. Educated 
privately, he joined the Madras army in 1859, 
and served in the Burmese War, 1885-6, where 
he was severely wounded. He retired from the 
army in 1888. 

395. McNeill, Sir John Carstairs, V.C., 
K.C.B. : Major- General. Nephew of the judge, 
he was born at Colonsay in 1831, and educated 
at the Military College, Addiscombe. Entering 
the army, he served during the Indian Mutiny 
and in New Zealand. He also commanded a 
flying column during the Fenian disturbances of 
1867. In the Red River Expedition he was on 

' the staff of Lord Wolseley, and in 1885 com- 
manded a brigade at Suakim. In 1880 he was 

^ made K.C.M.G., and in 1887 K.C.B. In 1879 he 
was made Deputy- Lieutenant and J. P. of 
Argyleshire, and in 1898 he became Bath 
King-at-Arms. 

396. McNeill, Malcolm : Chairman of 
Local Government Board. A native of Colon- 
say, and born in 1839, he was educated at Sand- 
hurst, and entered the army, but in a short time 
he retired and joined the Civil Service. In 
1892 he filled the position of secretary to the 

* Loical Government Board, and in 1897 became 
its chairman, and retired in 1905. 

397. MacNeill, Nigel (Rev.), LL.D. : 
Gaelic Enthusiast, Poet, and Author. A native 
of Islay, he was educated for the ministry of the 
Free Church. During his student career at 
Glasgow he gained a prize offered by the Glas- 
gow University Ossianic Society for a paper on 

^ "The Institution of a Celtic Chair in the Uni- 
versity." I cannot outline the ministerial life of 
Dr. MacNeill, my only knowledge of it being 
confined to the facts that he resides in London, 
that he has written several books, one of which, 
"The Literature of the Highlands," has recently 



been re- issued by iCneas Mackay, Stirling, and 
is spoken of as a most valuable and scholarly 
work. He is also a ready writer of both prose 
and verse, and his contributions to the press 
have been numerous and interesting. Not long 
ago Dr. MacNeill was the recipient of a hand- 
some gift and testimonial, on behalf of the 
Argyleshire Association and the London High- 
landers, in recognition of his long and faithful 
services to the Highlands of Scotland and their 
people and of his great abilities as a Celtic 
scholar and author. 

398. McNeill, Roger, M. D. : Medical 
Writer. He graduated at Edinburgh in 1881, 
and is now settled in Oban, and a J. P. for Argyll 
and Inverness. He wrote "The Diagnostic 
and Prognostic Value of the Initial Rashes of 
Small Pox " — a prize thesis ; also he has pub- 
lished "Remnrks on the Public Health of the 
Insular Rural Districts of Scotland,* and is a 
contributor to different medical journals. 

399. Maconochy, James, M.D. : Journalist, 
etc. A native of Kilblane, Inveraray. I have 
mislaid my notes for this author, and have pre- 
served only the facts that he was born in 1796 
and died in 1866, that he took his medical 
degree, and was a journalist and author. 

400. Macnish, Neil (Rev.), B.D., LL.D. : 
Canadian Divine. A native of Argyleshire, and 
bom about 1837, he was educated for the 
ministry, and was a distinguished student of 
Glasgow and Edinburgh, where he carried off 
many prizes. He went to Canada in 1868 as an 
ordained missionary commissioned by the Colo- 
nial Committee of the Church of Scotland, and 
was at once inducted as assistant and successor 
to the venerable Dr. Hugh Urquhart, of Corn- 
wall. He continued in that position for 35 
years, and retired from the active work of the 
ministry in July, 1903. Dr. Macnish was a man 
of marked ability, and, in addition to his minis- 
terial gifts and graces, he was acknowledged as 
the most accomphshed Gaelic scholar in the 
continent of America. He contributed a num- 
ber of articles on the Celtic language and litera- 
ture to the "Transactions of the Canadian 
Institute" and to the " Proceedings of the Celtic 
Society," Montreal. He was also a contributor 
to the Oban Times. The predecessor of Dr. 
Macnish in Cornwall — one of the pioneers of 
Presbyterian ism in Canada — was also a High- 
lander, bom in Ross-shire, and a graduate of 
King's College, Aberdeen, whose ministry of 44 
years had been eminently successful. 

Dollar. W. B. R. WiLSON. 

( To be continued.) 
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"The Green."— "Stand Sure'' is mistaken 
in saying (page 92) that there is a Magdaline 
Gare in Dundee. The piece of ground in Dun- 
dee now known as Magdalen Green was for- 
merly known as Magdalen Yard, and a survival 
of this name still remains in the road leading 
to that ground from the North-East, which is 
called Magdalen Yard Road to this day. The 
Magdalen Green is not "a three-cornered or 
triangular piece of ground"; it is almost an 
oblong, 2,000 feet in length and from 250 to 
400 feet in breadth. As to the main question 
whether "green" is likely to be a shortened 
form of "green-gait" or to be derived from the 
word "gare," I leave your readers to judge. 
This "gare" is, according to Jamieson, allied to 
the word "gore," a term in use by dressmakers, 
the mystery of which I do not profess to unravel. 

T. K. 

The Elmslie Family.— John Elmslie, who 
is said to have come from Aberdeen, and who 
lived for years at 21 Berners Street, London, 
and owned land at Oldmeldrum, was at one 
time a merchant in the West Indies. He was 
left a valuable estate in Jamaica by his uncle, 
John Gray, F.R.S., Lord Rector of Marischal 
College, Aberdeen, 1764-69. John Elmslie, who 
married his cousin, Jane Wallace, at Dumfries, 
September 16, 1776, had twenty-one children, 
and he died at 21 Berners Street in 1824. One 
of his daughters, Jane, married in March 8, 
1806, George Gordon of ihe Croughly family. 
His grandson, William Elmslie, of Lloyd's, had 
a daughter who married in 1873 the late Dr. 
Barnardo, the well-known philanthropist, whose 
children are : — 

William Stuart Barnardo. 

Cyril Gordon Barnardo. 

Gwendoline Maude Syril Barnardo (Mrs. 

Henry S. Welcome). 
Marjorie Elaine Barnardo. 

I am indebted for this information to Mr. 
Augustus Elmslie, London. J. M. B. 



The Fourth Duke of Gordon as a 
Sportsman. — In Gordon Castle there is a 
pewter plate won by the Duke on September 13, 
1 761, as the first prize in an archery competition 
at Geneva, with a running stag as the target. 
The plate is engraved with an ea^le and key, 
bow, arrows, and quivers on each side. On the 
top are the letters " I.H.S.", and "Post Tenebras 
Lux." The inscription runs : " Premier prix 
remport^ au Tirage de Tare au prix du Cerf 
Courant par My Lord Due de Gourdon a Geneva 
le 7bre, 1761." There is also a Swiss herds- 



man's wooden horn (six feet in length) brought 
by the Duke from Switzerland. The collection 
in the castle also contains thirty draught pieces 
turned by the Duke in his eighty-fourth year. 
Fifteen of the pieces are ivory, and fifteen are 
ebonised. Each is turned in a different eccentric 
design. 

A Jewish Gordon.— Dr. Paul Gordan, pro- 
fessor of Mathematics in the Kab. University, 
Erlangen, writes to me (December i, 1905) : — 
"My father was born on October 24, 1802, at 
Lublinitz, and died October 21, 1872, in Frank- 
fort-on-the-Main. His name was originally 
David Gordon, later Gordan. His father, Beer 
(Bernhard) Gordon, was a merchant and * vorb- 
ster' [rabbi?] in the Jewish 'Gemeinde' in 
Lublinitz. He had two sons, the older, Bern- 
hard, the younger, my father, David. Whether 
the family came from Russian Poland or Amster- 
dam I do not know. I myself was born a Jew, 
and became a Christian at the age of sixteen," 
The original is in German. 

J. M. Bulloch. 



Thomas Gordon of Cairness.— The fol- 
lowing is an extract from the Aberdeen Herald 
dated 24th April, 1841 :— 

**We regret to announce the death of Thomas 
Gordon, Esq. of Cairness, General of the army of 
Greece, and author of the history of the Greek War 
of Independence. The General devoted not only 
the best part of his life, but a great part of his 
fortune to the cause of the Greeks. He returned to 
his native country last year without having received 
these honours from King Otto to which his great 
talents, devotion, and bravery in the Greek cause so 
justly entitled him." 

Robert Murdoch. 

♦ 

ABERDEEN BIBLIOGRAPHY. 



Addenda to "Aberdeen Printers." 

(ist S., I., 151, 169, 189 ; IL, 4 ; 2nd S., 2, 41 ; IIL, 
34; VL, 124.) 



I append a description of an Aberdeen printed 
book, the copy of which in the British Museum 
escaped the notice of Mr. J. P. Edmond :— 

Seven Wise Masters. The | History | of 
the I Seven Wise Masters | of | Rome | Newly 
Corrected, and better Explained in | many 
places. I 

Aberdeen, | Printed by James Nicol, Printer 
to the I Town and University 17 17. | 

8vo A.F. in eights. 95 pp. 

P. J. Anderson. 
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A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF EDINBURGH 
PERIODICAL LITERATURE (V., 20, etc. 

(Continued from Vol. VI Ly 2nd S,,page 89.; 
[Supplementary.] 

1680. Edinburgh Gazette. Chalmers has, p. 441, 
footnote : — 

Bdinburah GazetU. Published by Aathority. From 
Taesday the 7th to Tuesday the 14th of December, 
1660. Printed by the Heir of A. Anderson, printer to 
the King's Most Sacred M;^esty. No. 2.— Iliis Edin- 
burgh Cfaxette appears to have been first printed on the 
1st of December, 1680. How long it continued I have 
not discovered. 

The heir of A. Anderson here mentioned was his 
widow. Andrew Anderson was made King's 
printer in 167 1, the right to have force for forty- 
one years. Anderson died in 1679, and his widow 
succeeded to his privileges. She exercised her 
monopoly in a way which damaged the progress 
of printing in Scotland. James Watson, in his 
** History" of the art, is most pronounced: "By 
this gift the art of printing in this Kingdom got a 
dead stroke, for by it no printer could print any- 
thing from a Bible to a ballad without Mr. Ander- 
son's license." 

1681. The Weekly Discovery of the Mystery of 
Iniquity in the Rise^ Growth^ MethodSj and Ends 
of the late Unnatural Rebellion in England. Anno 
1641. I have seen No. 3 of this serial history, 
which probably should not be either reckoned as 
a periodical or accredited to Edinburgh. It is 
dated Saturday, February 19, 1680, and bears the 
imprint: "Reprinted in the year 1681." The 
dating indicates Scottish production, and the 
capital certainly had many prints of the same ap- 
pearance about this time. Mr. Aldis does not 
name it in his Hand List. It is a folio single 
sheet, two columns to page. 

1681. Heraclitus Ridens : A discourse between Jest 
and Earnest, where many a true Word is spoken 
in opposition to all Libellers against the Govern- 
ment. No. I, undated, folio, single sheet, two 
colamns to page. Motto — 

" Ridentem dicere verum 
Qnls vetat. "—flor. 

Imprint : Edinburgh: reprinted in the year 168 1.'' 
This is a reprint of the London periodical of the 
same name. The British Museum catalogue has 
"[by I. Flatman] i Feb., 1681—22 Aug., 1682. 
No. I — 82. Printed for B. T.(ooke), London, 
1681-82 ; fol. The printer^s name first appears in 
fall in No. 9." No. 2 of the Edinburgh reprint 
shortened the sub- title to " At a Dialogue between 
Jest and Earnest Concerning the limes," was 
dated Tuesday, February 8, 1681, and had the 
same imprint. No. 3 was dated a week later, and 
dropped "Edinburgh" from the imprint. The 
openmg article in No. i had : — 



"There's an honest fellow at St. Germans Fair in 
France that retails wit in penny worths, and makes a 
very pretty living on't, and much honester than many 
who nowadays pretend to live by their wits ; for there 
yon have the best sort of it, if the proverb spealcs truth 
—that bought wit is the best. For my part (though I 
know those, who are no small fools, who have got God 
knows what by selling of these dear penny worths) I 
protest I do not intend to malce any aavantage of you, 
but only to keep the trade going in this dead time by 
tnming the penny." 

The writer then goes on to declare that — 

"My design is great and generous; nothing less, I . 
assure you, than the public good." 

He has much to say of "Papists" and ** Protestant 
dissenters" alike. The Edinburgh reprint, of which 
I have seen the first three numbers, is complete to 
the very advertisements. 

1688. The Christian Diurnall. This name occurs 
in a list of eight books published above the signa- 
ture " J. O." in N. &* Q., April 28, i860, as having 
been issued from the Holyrood Press, 1686- 1688. 
All effort to discover a copy has been unsuccessful. 

1688. The Test Paper, with Allowance. Holy- Rood- 
House. Printed by Mr. P. B.* Enginier, Printer 
to His Most Excellent Majesty for His Hous- 
hold, Chappel, and Colledge. MDCLXXXVIII. 
No. I. Folio, 4 pp. In No. 2 the title was 
changed to The Weekly Test Paper. It is dated 
"Wednesday, May the i6lh." As the name in- 
dicates. The Test Paper was mainly concerned 
with the Test Act of 168 1 and 1685. Being pre- 
pared in the interests of James II., The Test Paper 
denounced the enactment, which it ridiculed as 
" the Mighty Man of War, the Test " ; " the sup- 
posed Wall of Defence about the Church of Eng- 
land,^' and so on. In No. 2 the argument was 
that the law was contrary to the Golden Rule. 
Mr. Cowan adds the note : — 

"Only two numbers of this paper have come under 
notice. . . fhe paper is a reprint of a London issue. 
Of the latter, four numbers (1-4) liave been seen, the 
last dated May 30th. It has not been ascertained how 
many numbers of the London issue appeared, nor how 
many of these were reprinted at Holy-Kood -House." 

The Test Paper contains no news ; its nature is 
more that of a pamphlet or tract. 

1688. Public Occurrences Trnely Stated, with Al- 
lowance. Folio, 4 pp. Tuesday, May 29th, 1688. 
Holy- Rood-House. Printed by Mr. P. B. Enginier, 
Printer to the King's Most Excellent Majesty, 
for His Houshold, Chappel, and Colledge. 
MDCLXXXVIII. This is the only number of 
this print that has been found.- Mr. Cowan states 
that— 

" Like The Tett Paper, it is a reprint of a paper issued 
in London. The first number of the latter is dated 
February 21, 1687-8, and it seems to have appeared 
weekly thereafter, but it is uncertain how long it con- 
tinued. The latest number which has come under 
notice is No. 34, dated October 2, 1688." 



* For a full and interesting account of this man, see Mr. 
Cowan's paper on the Holyruod Press. 
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Public Occurrences contains, as the name would 
suggest, a goodly proportion of news, the third 
page being so devoted. The rest of the paper is 
taken up with the usual polemic. The editor had 
his woes : — 

" I know it can be no great news to tell you that the 
Author of this poor paper ia mallgrn'd and call'd a 
thonaand ill names for his honest endeavours to serve 
the government. He has had many scores of reviling 
and threatening letters on that occasion." 

1688. The Weekly Journal from London, With 
Allowance. I have seen No. 4 : Wednesday, May 
the 30th. 4 pp. folio. Holyrood- House : printed 
by Mr. P. B. Enginier, Printer to the King's Most 
Excellent Majesty for His Houshold, Chappel, and 
CoUedge. MDCLXXXVHI. It begins 

"We are now enquiring after the Honesty of this 
hum-drum Test, if any body knew where to find it : 
some say it is fled into Alsatla for refuge, and 'tis 
bad pursuing It for broken bones." 

The writer's opinion of James H. is shown by this 
sentence : — 

"What Prince ever swaying the English sceptre wa« 
endowed with more Wisdom, Prudence, Moderation, 
and all other Monarchical perfection than our present 
most Excellent Sovereign shines forth in the glory of : 
yet Is of the Roman Catholic Communion." 

The above is the only example that has been 
found, and the number of issues is unknown. 

1689. The Orange Gazette. The following entry 
occurs in the *' Constable Collection of Tracts ": — 

" Ths Orange Gazette with extraordinary news at 
Home and Abroad. 3 Nos. Edinburgh, 1669." 

These numbers have not been traced, but I have 
seen the following issues:—" From Tuesday, Feb. 
19, to Friday, Feb. 22, 1688-9.'* 4 PP- foho, with 
last page blank — "With Allowance"; "From 
Friday, Feb. 21, to Tuesday, Feb. 26, 1689"; 
"From Tuesday, Feb 26, to Friday, Mar. i, 
1689," and " From Friday, March i, to Tuesday, 
March 5, 1689." All bear the imprint: *' Reprinted 
in the year 1689." The last three are single sheet 
folio. ' The way the dates are given shows almost 
conclusively that these sheets are of Scottish pro- 
duction, and therefore of Edinburgh. 

1689. The London Gazette, Published by authority. 
From Thursday, March 14, to Monday, March 18, 
1688. Single sheet folio. Edinburgh : Reprinted 
in the Year 1689. the imprint shows, this is 
merely a reproduction of the London journal by 
an Edinburgh printer whose name is not given. 
The discrepancy in the dates is more apparent 
than real. Since 1600 the year in Scotland had 
begun on January i, while England had still re- 
tained March 25 as the start. It is unknown 
whether any other numbers of the Gazette were 
reprinted. The original issue began in London in 
1665. 

1690. Mercurius Reformatus. This London journal 
seems to have been reprinted in Edinburgh during 



1690 and 169 1. One number for June 4, 1690, in 
folio, reprinted by the Heir of Andrew Anderson, 
exists, as well as numbers for Friday, May 29, 
1691, 4 pp. folio, " Edinburgh : Reprinted in the 
year 1691"; and for Friday, May 8, 1691, 4 pp. 
folio, '* Edinburgh : reprinted by the Heir of 
Andrew Anderson, Printer to their Most Excellent 
Majesties, Anno Dom. 1691." The paper bore 
the sub-title or the New Observatory and a table 
of contents followed the title. 

26 Circus Drive, W. J. Couper. 

Glasgow. 

♦ 

CARDINAL YORK AND THE GUELPH 
PRINCE. 

In "The Catholics of Scotland" (p. 648), one 
of the works of the Rev. A. McDonell Dawson 
(which seems to be little known in this country 
owing to its having been published in Canada), 
there is the following ancedote which I have 
not found recorded elsewhere : — 

** At last there was a reconciliation of the two 
families of Guelph and Stewart Prince Augustus, 
of the former line, was spending the summer at 
Grotta Ferrata, and often had occasion to meet 
Cardinal York. He never met him but he caused 
his phaeton to stop, and stood with his hat in his 
hand till the Cardinal was passed. This repeated 
attention produced the effect which the Prince de- 
sired. Latterly the Cardinal ordered his carriage to 
stop too, and kindly enquired after the Prince's 
health, expressing at the same time his affection 
towards him and his friends, and how much he 
wished to be on the most intimate terms with His 
Royal Highness^ his dear cousin. He hoped also 
that political disputes between their families would 
not now any longer give umbrage. The Prince was 
so much struck with this very friendly and un- 
expected show of kindness on the part of the Cardinal 
that he could not find words to express his feeling, 
but only repeated three times, / thank your Royal 
Highness. On the following day he made amends 
for this, and walked with the Cardinal for more than 
two hours. He afterwards dined with him and 
sought his conversation every evening. The Cardinal 
was delighted with the amiable qualifications of the 
Prince." 

The date of this meeting seems to have been 
in 1794. "Prince Augustus" was presumably 
Prince Augustus Frederick, the sixth son of 
George III., born in 1773, and created Duke of 
Sussex in 1801. He married at Romfe in 1793 
Lady Augusta Murray, second daughter of John, 
fourth Earl of Dunmore, but which marriage 
was dissolved in 1794 as contrary to the Royal 
Marriage Act. H. D. McW. 
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The Brodies in Glenbucket, now Glen- 
BUCHAT. — Since I mentioned in S, N dr* Q.j 
2nd S., VI., 95, that I was a descendant of the 
Brodies of Glenbucket, a branch of the Brodies 
of Brodie, my friends bearing this surname 
have recently furnished me with dates of births, 
etc, of those of Belnaglack, Backies, and Drum- 
nagarrie, the notes going back to at least a 
hundred years. Though there are no Brodies 
now in Glenbuchat, they are by no means ex- 
tinct. They are the descendants of John 
Brodie, third son of 12th Brodie of Brodie. 
The Brodies of Belnaglack are the senior line, 
and are represented to-day by William Brodie, 
born at Belnaglack, Glenbuchat, in 1848, now 
minister at Kirkpatrick-Juxta, who is M.A., 
Aberdeen, 1877, and B.D., Edinburgh, 1875 ; 
unmarried. The Backies branch are represented 
by William Yool Brodie, born 12th June, 1887 
at present in Aberdeen); and the Drumnagarrie 
section by John Brodie, born at Dykeside, 
Auchterless, on 22nd November, 1869, now of 
the Fife Arms Hotel, Aberchirder. He is un- 
married Robert Murdoch. 



A Memento of the '45 — The original pro- 
clamation for the capture of Prince Charles 
Edward, dated Whitehall, August i, I745t ^as, | 
according to the Gltisgow Herald^ been recently | 
discovered, and purchased by the British 
Museum. H. D. McW. 



John Barbour.— Is there a tablet in St. 
Machar's Cathedral, Old Aberdeen, commemo- 
rative of its illustrious Archdeacon, John Bar- 
bour, author of our national epic, " The Bruce *^ ? 
He was a dignitary of that church from 1356 till 
his death in 1396, and ought to be buried in or 
about the precincts of the sacred edifice. If 
there is no memorial tablet, I would suggest 
that one should be placed on the wall near what 
purports to be his bust, thus reminding the 
visitor that the father of our early Scottish 
literature officiated there for forty years. I 
think that it would be money well spent. In St. 
Giles' Cathedral, Edinburgh, there are brass 
plates affixed to the pillars, with names of 
eminent ministers who served there, and even 
Jenny Geddes is not forgotten. I think that 
Aberdonia would do well to follow Edina in that 
praiseworthy practice. Alba. 

Melbourne, Australia. 



George Buchanan.— Has the Edinburgh 
Town Council yet placed an inscription upon 
the monument to the memory of the great 
Latinist in Greyfriars Churchyard? I saw it 



over two years ago, and, beyond the bust of the 
poet, there was nothing to intimate to a stranger 
that Buchanan was interred there or thereabouts. 
I understand that the monument was erected by 
the liberality of a gentleman who unfortunately 
died ere the inscription was decided upon. A 
simple record like this is all that is necessary:— 

George Buchanan, 
Latin Poet and Historian. 
Born 1506. Died 1582. 

It is a scandal for such a rich corporation to 
leave that monument unlettered. Why, a public 
bawbee subscription would easily defray the 
cost. Look at the splendid obelisk alongside 
erected by the Galloway Association over the 
remains of Alex. Murray, the famous philologist. 
Surely Stirlingshire people should insist upon 
something being done. Alba. 
Melbourne, Australia. 



BucHAN Field Club.— The annual meeting 
of the Buchan Field Club was held at Peterhead 
on 15th December. Mr. Gavin Greig, M.A., 
of New Deer, as retiring president, read a paper 
on " Folk Song in Buchan.'' He indicated that 
an increased attention is being displayed on the 
subject, and acknowledged gratefully having 
received a donation of j^io from the Carnegie 
trustees towards the cost of research work. It 
may be mentioned that Mr. Greig, associated 
with Rev. James B. Duncan, B.D., of Lynturk, 
is preparing a work on this subject for the New 
Spalding Club. Much interest attaches to this 
project. 



Mr. Andrew Lang's Descent from the 
Ancient House of Comyn (p. 91).— It may 
interest your readers to learn that, in the old 
church of the Grey Friars, Elgin, there is, or 
was when the place belonged to me a few years 
ago, a stone recording the marriage of Gumming 
of Lochtervandich to Marjory Leslie of Kinin- 
vie. Over the inscription is a coat of arms with 
the three buckles, for Leslie, quartered— I write 
from memory. 

Marjory Leslie was daughter of John Leslie, 
the 6th laird of Kininvie, and therefore niece 
of Isobel Leslie, the mother of Archbishop 
Sharp. Alexander Leslie, afterwards ist Earl 
of Leven, Cromwell's trusted lieutenant at 
Marston Moor, was grandson of John Leslie, 
1st laird of Kininvie ; so Mr. Andrew Lang can 
claim kindred with this historical Scottish 
peerage as well as with the ancient house of 
Comyn. Arch. Leslie, 

Kininvie, Dufftown. W«» of Kininvie 
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COMMUNION TOKENS 

OF THE 

ESTABLISHED CHURCHES OF THE PRESBYTERIES OF UIST AND LEWIS. 

(Synod of Glenelg.) 

The inscription on the token is shown in black type. Separate lines are indicated by vertical' bars. 
The sizes are given in sixteenths of an inch. 

PRESBYTERY OF UIST. 
BENBECULA. 

Obv.— BENBECULA | PARISH CHURCH | 1895- 

Rev.— ''Thl5 do in | remembrance | of me." | 1 Cor XI. 24. Oblong, with cut comers, 
12 X 17. Illustration i. 

BERMERT. 

Obv.— BERNARA | CHURCH | ''DEANAIBH SO MAR | CHUIMNEACHAN ORAISA' 
I 1 Cor. XI. :24- 

Rev.— "Let a mkn | examine | liimself &c." | 1 Cor. Xi. a8. 29. Oblong, with cut 
corners, 12 x 17. Illustration 4. 

HARRIS. 

(1) Obv. — H (incuse). The initial letter of name of parish. 
Rev. — Blank. Upright oblong, 10 x 12. Illustration 2. 

(2) Obv.-"QACH NEACH A THA QAINMEACHADH " around the outside, with AINM 

CHRIOSD I HARRIS | TREIQEADH E EUCOIR | 11 TIM. 11. 19 in centre. 
Rev.— IS AITHNE DO'N TICHEARN around the top, with TARBERT | AN DRHAM 
SIN I A'S LEIS I 11. TIM. 11. 19 in centre. Oval, 13 x 18. Illustration 3. 

NORTH UIST. 

Obv.-KILMUIR CHURCH | NORTH UIST | 1861. 

Rev.— This do in | remembrance | of me." | I Cor XI. 24. Oblong, with cut corners, 
^ 12 X 17. Illustration 5. 

SOUTH UIST. 

(1) Obv.— S. U. (incuse). Struck in tin-plate, and the initial letters of name of parish. 
Rev. — Blank. Oblong, with cut corners, 13 x 19. Illustration 6. 

(2) Obv. -SOUTH UIST I PARISH CHURCH | 1865. 

Rev.~'*This do in | remembrance | of me." | I Cor. XI. 24. Oblong, with cut comers, 
12 X 16. Illustration 7. 

Note. — Barra and Trumisgarry have no tokens. 
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PRESBYTERY OF LEWIS. 
BABVAS. 

(1) Obv. — B. P. representing Barvas Parish. 

Rev. — Blank. Oblong, 10 x 12. Illustration 8. 

(2) Obv.— This do in i remembrance | of me." | 1 Cor Xi. a4« 

Rev.—** Let a man I examine | liimself &c." | 1 Cor Xi. a8. ap. Oblong, with cut 
corners, 12 x 17. Illustration 15. 

CROSS. 

Obv.— CROSS. 

Rev. — 1838. Oval, 15 x 19. Illustration 16. 

LOOHB. 

(1) Obv. — L The initial letter of name of parish. 
Rev. — Blank. Upright oblong, 11 x 12. 

(2) Obv. — L« P. (incuse) representing Lochs Parish. 
Rev. — Blank. Oblong, 8 x 13. Illustration 11. 

(3) Obv.— '*Tliis do in | remembrance | of me." | I Cor XI. 24 

Rev.—** Let a man | examine i liimseif &c." | I Cor Xi. a8. ap. Oblong, with cut corners, 
12 X 17. 

8T0BN0WAT. 

(1) Obv. — I. C. representing John Clark, who was minister firom 1747 to 1772. 
Rev. — Blank. Square, 12. Illustration 12. 

(2) Obv. — STf P representing Stornoway Parish. 
Rev.— Blank. Oblong, 7x11. Illustration 13. 

(3) Obv.-STORNOWAY | 1840. 

Rev. — Blank. Oval, 12 x 16. Illustration 14. 

UIO. 

(1) Obv. — U. P. representing Uig Parish. 

Rev. — Blank. Upright oblong, 9 x 12. Illustration g. 

(2) Obv.— UIG. 

Rev. — 1836. Oval, II X 17. Illustration 10. 

Note. — The parish of Knock has no tokens. 
To he continued, 

41 Cairnfield Place. James Anderson. 
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Rev. RANALD RANKIN. 



Last week I read in an Aberdeen newspaper 
an obituary notice of Miss Margaret Rankin, 
who died at Fort William in September last, 
aged 79. Her father belonged to Lochaber, and 
removed with family to Strontian in North 
Argyleshire. They were Roman Catholics, and 
at Strontian the priest of the district was her 
father's nephew, the Rev. Ranald Rankin. I 
quote from the paragraph : — " Father Rankin is 
still remembered on the West Coast of Scot- 
land for his gifts as a poet and a preacher. His 
beautiful hymns, songs, and witty sayings were 
familiar to her, while her own recollections of 
Highland lore became more vivid as time ad- 
vanced." That specially interested me, inasmuch 
as I thought I could trace the end of this for- 
gotten Gaelic poet in Australia. When the 
Melbourne Public Library was instituted, there 
were donations of books from many people, 
and amongst them were several books from the 
Rev. Ranald Rankin, one in particular on the 
Ossianic controversy, and another, Mac Pherson's 
Latin translation of Ossian. In overhauling 
back files of the Ar^us^ I came upon the record 
of his death : — " Died at Little River, on the 
14th February, 1863, the Rev. Ranald Rankin, 
aged 67, of acute dysentery." Father Rankin 
was dead before I arrived in the Colony ; but I 
made inquiry about him of several Catholic 
friends, and at last a Dublin man told me that 
he had heard Father Rankin preach a most 
impressive discourse, that he was a fine Gaelic 
and Latin scholar, and a grand-looking High- 
lander. Little River is a small place, thirty 
miles' distance from Melbourne and fifteen miles 
from Geelong. Probably Rankin was stationed 
at Geelong, which was mainly settled by the 
Scotch ; there is an Aberdeen Street there. I 
think it was a mistake for this Gaelic scholar to 
have been sent to Australia, where his special 
gifts would be unappreciated ; but doubtless 
he obeyed the mandate of his ecclesiastical 
superiors. As the name is uncommon, I am of 
the belief that this is the Catholic priest m- 
dicated in the above paragraph. 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

♦ 

Gordons in Poland.— Alexander Gordon, 
S.J., of Scots origin, was born in Poland in 
1681, and joined the Jesuits in Lithuania, 1696. 
(Gordon's Scotichronicon," IV., 552.) Articles 
by J. M. Bulloch on the Gordons in Poland have 
appeared in the Scottish Review of November 
30, 1905, and in the Huntly Express\oi Decem- 
ber 8, 1905. 



Gordon Family. — A number of references 
to this family in the United States may be seen 
in the "Index to American Genealogies," fifth 
edition, pages 136, 137. Albany: Joel Munseli's 
Sons, 1900. Eugene F. McPike. 

Chicago, U.S. 

4c 

(l^uertes* 



.677. Thomas Stephen. — In 1848 this gentleman 
published a handsome work, illustrated, in four 
volumes, entitled, "The History of the Church of 
Scotland (Episcopal) from the Reformation to the 
present time." In looking it over, I found that he 
was the son of the Rev. John Stephen, Episcopal 
minister of Cruden, and presumably bom there. 
Mr. T. Stephen wrote other books which I need not 
particularise. I likewise gleaned that he had been 
in London for many years engaged in literary work ; 
but I never saw any account of his death, although 
I hunted the usual repositories. Is he still alive ? 
If dead, will any reader supply the place and date of 
his decease? Alba. 

Melbourne, Australia. 

678. Perthshire (Central, Northern, West- 
ern, AND Southern).— Can you supply the names 
of books or references to articles in serial publica- 
tions describing the topography, physical features, 
archaeology, ancient industries, place names, cus- 
toms, folk lore, etc. ? The writings of travellers one 
or two centuries ago who were keen observers 
would also be of assistance, omitting the statistical 
accounts, agricultural surveys. Pennant, Garnett, 
and Burt. Celtic. 

679. Scott's "Tales of a Grandfather." — 
Can any reader favour me with a description of the 
first edition of Scott's »• Tales of a Grandfather" 
published, I think, in 1828 ? I have an edition pub- 
lished by Ballantyne in that year, but it belongs to 
a society's library, and I think has been re-bound. 
It is in three small volumes, 5 J inches by 3 J. It 
will be a great favour if you can let me have a des- 
cription of the original binding. 

J. F. 

680. Rev. George Gordon: born in Fochabers, 
27th March, 1776, died in Dufftown, loth May, 1856, 
after a ministry of fifty-nine years. 

I find, from a notice in the Catholic Directory of 
1857, that the above-mentioned priest went to the 
Scots College of Valladolid in the year 1788, and 
was ordained priest in 1797. In 1799 he was ap- 
pointed priest at Foggyjoan. From 1820 to 1827 
he ministered at Elgin. He was very proficient in 
music, and was the author of " Sacred Music for the 
use of Small Choirs," which obtained a wide circula- 
tion throughout the United Kingdom and America. 
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His chapel contained an organ which at the time 
was unequalled in the North. No person is said to 
have been better acquainted than Mr. Gordon with 
the history and traditions of his own part of the 
country, and he committed much information of this 
kind to writing, but it was never printed in a col- 
lected form. 

I shall esteem it a great favour if any of your 
readers will kindly refer me to any source from 
whence I can obtain further particulars of Mr. 
Gordon, or perhaps be able to say where his writings 
above referred to can be found. I am desirous of 
knowing to what branch of the Gordons he belonged. 
He had two brothers — one a priest, another a 
merchant in the West Indies ; he also had three 

sisters — one married to Gatherer, advocate, 

Elgin, a second, Margaret, married to a Mr. Robert 
Spring, shipowner, Aberdeen. Two maiden ladies, 
known as the Dames Gordon, who had a ladies' 
school in Aberdeen in the early part of the last 
century, were aunts of Mr. Gordon. Can any of 
your readers kindly give me the names of his 
parents? Alasdair MacLean. 

68z. Alexander Gordon, murdered by John 
Barron. — Alexander, son of John Gordon in 
Leichiestoun, by his wife, Margaret Ross (of the 
Allenbuie family), is said to have been murdered at 
Whitehouse by John Barron. Any information on 
this point will be welcome. J. M. B. 

6S2. Brodie and Hay Family. — In the Memo- 
rials of the Aldermen, Provosts, and Lord Provosts 
of Aberdeen, by Mr. A. M. Munro, published for 
subscribers in 1897, following information is re- 
corded on page 218:— Provost (Hugh) Hay (of Park) 
married Isobel Brodie, and had issue, his eldest son, 
James, being admitted a burgess of the Guild on 
2ist September, 1736. Isobel Brodie died in June, 
1738, and was interred in St. Nicholas Churchyard, 
but the date of the Provost's death has not been 
ascertained. — Does any correspondent know who 
was the father of Isobel Brodie, or any history of 
her family connections ? Robert Murdoch. 

683. Goethe and Mrs. Carlyle. — I was in 
Weimar in June, 1902, and visited the houses where 
Goethe and Schiller lived and died, and also went 
down into the vaults of the chapel at the Friedhof, 
where they are entombed together side by side. In 
the museum in Goethe's house, I was suddenly at- 
tracted by observing in one of the cabinets a long 
coil of glossy black hair, secured with golden bands 
at the ends and in the middle. It was a lock of 
Mrs. Carlyle's hair sent to the aged German poet, 
and there were eight or ten lines of verse entitled (I 
think), " Only a Woman's Hair," written on fine, 
gilt-edged paper, signed " Jane Welsh Carlyle," and 
dated " Craigenputtock, 1829." I would have liked 
to have touched that lustrous lock of hair which once 
was part of that gifted woman, and to have trans- 
cribed the lines ; but the cabinet was locked, and the 
coil lay partly over them, so I had to be content with 



a glance. Have those lines ever been published ? I 
cannot find them in Froude's *' Life of Carlyle," nor 
in Annie E. Ireland's biography of Mrs. Carlyle, 
although mention is made of Goethe's delight in 
getting the incomparable hair-lock ("eine unver- 
gleichliche haar-locke"), and his burlesque regret 
that he was so bald that he could not return the 
compliment. I would be glad if any reader would 
transcribe Mrs. Carlyle's verse for me. 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

684. D. Macgregor Peter, " Heraldist." — 
Some twenty years ago or more there was a heraldic 
and genealogical writer named D. Macgregor Peter, 
who used to contribute to the local newspapers 
articles on these subjects. I think he belonged to 
Forfarshire. I saw his name mentioned some time 
back as "the late." What was his full name and 
year of death ? A slight biographical sketch would 
be a desideratum. He appeared to be a very well- 
read and accomplished man. Alba. 

Melbourne, Australia. 

685. *' Glenmore."— In 1859 there was published 
in Edinburgh, '* Highland Legends, and Fugitive 
Pieces of Original Poetry, with Translations from 
the Gaelic," by *' Glenmore." I have a copy, and 
from a story about the Laird of Inchrory, I learn that 
the author's name was Shaw, and that he was born 
in Glenaven (p. 47). Will any reader supplement this 
with further information concerning *' Glenmore " ? 
There is a large printed list of subscribers attached 
to the book, so the author ought to be pretty well 
known. Alba. 

Melbourne, Australia. 

686. Capt. Alex. Sinclair Gordon and Capt. 
James Alex. Gordon. — Who were these gentle- 
men, and were they closely connected with the Duke 
of Gordon's family ? I have seen portraits of both 
of them. George Lennox. 

687. Sir John Sinclair, ist Bart, of Steven- 
son AND MuRKLE. — Was he descended from the 
Earls of Caithness, and how ? 

George Lennox. 

688. Alex. Abercromby of Glassaugh's Daugh- 
ters. — Alex. Abercromby of Glassaugh married, 
1675, Katherine, daughter of Sir Robert Dunbar of 
Grangehill, and had, at least, two daughters, Eliza- 
beth, born 1686, and Katherine, born 1688. This 
Elizabeth married, 1712, William Baird of Auch- 
medden, who died 1720, and she died 1756. (" Baird 
Geneal. Collection.") Can any of your readers give 
me any further information about the marriage or 
marriages of the daughters of this Alex. Abercromby 
of Glassaugh? M. 

689. Brodies of Cullen. — The undernoted 
Brodies are interred in the old churchyard of Cullen. 
The list is extracted from Dr. Cramond*s Church 
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and Churchyard of Cullen." Any particulars as to 
present day descendants will be esteemed: 

** This stone is erected by Elspet Anderson, spouse 
of y antes Brodie^ Burgess in Cullen, to the memory 
of her said husband, who departed this life the ist 
Feb., 1740. J. fi. E. A. . . eternitatem (?)" 
(p. 107). 

*' Erected by Alexander Philip in memory of his 
affectionate spouse, Mary Brodie, who died 21st 
March, 1840, aged 75 years. The said Alexander 
Philip is also interred here, who died 19th November, 
1848, aged 82 years" (p. no). 

'* This stone was erected by jfames Brodie^ Mason 
in Farskon, in memory of his spouse, Janet Guthrie, 
who departed this life i8th of March, 1792, aged 46 
years, and their children, whose bodies are interred 
hire ; also, William Brodie, their son, who died 18 
December, 1817, aged 33 years, jfames Brodie^ 
died 23 June, 1824, aged 78 years; also, George 
Morison, Weaver, who died at Bands, 30th Deer., 
1 85 1, aged 88 years ; M. Brodie, his spouse, who 
died at Bands, 30 July, 1859, aged 82 years" (p. no). 

Robert Murdoch. 

690. Pebble Church Token.— Amongst some 
of the old church tokens I got lately, there is one 
different from any other. It is a pebble rubbed 
down flat on both sides. In place of the usual 
markings, there are cut out the letters M K^' for 
Morham Kirk, near Haddington, with the figure of 
a cross on the back, pierced with a hole evidently 
for keeping them together on a string. The one I 
have is like this, there being, I believe, various 
shapes and sizes: — 




Perhaps some of your readers may be able to throw 
some light upon the subject, either as to their date 
(if issued before the old lead ones) or their history, 
as this is the only one I have ever seen of this 
description. 

I have an old one of Campbeltown, of tin or thin 
sheet iron, with the figure of a cross only stamped 
on the face: — 




One similar to this is in the Museum in Queen 
Street, Edinburgh. I shall be pleased to hear from 
you as to this. J. J. W. Lamb. 



answers. 



275. **CocK OF THE North" (ist S., III., 13, 
30, 46; IV., 58, 120; 2nd S., I., 3i).-i-There can 
be no doubt that, in the middle of the seventeenth 
century, this phrase was in common use to designate 
the head of the Huntly branch of the Gordons. I 
find, in a recent volume issued by the Scott. Hist. 
Soc— "Rev. James Eraser, Chronicler of the Gor- 
dons"— that the worthy minister of Kirkhill, writing 
in 1665, uses this title as descriptive of the position 
of the Earl of Huntly of 1543. A dispute arose 
between Lord Hugh Fraser of Lovat and Huntly, 
owing to the action which the former was taking as 
•♦Lieutenant of the North." After the death of 
James V., the Earl of Arran was chosen Regent, 
and in the strife for power which presently ensued 
between the Hamiltons and the Douglases, headed 
by the Earl of Lennox, an order was issued by the 
Regent and Council to Lovat to place himself at 
the head of a muster of the clans in support ol 
the Regent. He was authorised to assemble at a 
central place the Gordens, Forbeses, MacKintoshcs, 
Camerons, Stuarts of Appin, etc., and this he pro- 
ceeded to do. *' But," says the historian of the 
Erasers, *' George Gordon, Earle of Huntly, is 
highly incensed at this, that any should be employed 
but himself in such an undertaking and honorable 
expedition, being Kock off the North, and therupon 
contrived all the malicious methods imaginable 
against Lovat." 

These methods, the sequel showed, had tragic 
results for Lovat and the Erasers, for at the battle 
of Loch Lochy, fought in 1544, the MacKrannalds, 
who were in the interests of the Gordons, having 
treacherously attacked the Erasers under the leader- 
ship of their chief, cut off the whole body almost to 
a man, in which battle both Lovat and his son, the 
Master of Lovat, were slain, and it is said eighty of 
the chief men of the family perished with them. 
Evidently it was no light thing in these days to enter 
into rivalry with the man who claimed to be " Cock 
of the North." W. B. R. W. 

Dollar. 

322. Murray Lectures at King's College 
(ist S., I., 133, 155 ; III., 44, 45 ; v., 9 ; VI., 157 ; 
VIII., 28, 47, 175; 2nd S., I., 144; IL, 159).— Add 
the following : — 

1845-46. *'On the History of Elijah and Elisha." 
By John Falconer, A. M. , preacher of the Gospel. 
Aberdeen : printed by D. Chalmers and Company, 
Adelphi Court, Union Street. 1846. (pp. [1-5] 
6-39.) 

1859-60. *' Labour": a Discourse. By Charles 
Macdonald, A.M., preacher of the Gosp>el. Aber- 
deen : printed at the Free Press Office by A. King 
& Co., Concert Court, Broad Street, i860, (pp. 
[1-3] 4-13.) P. J. Anderson. 

fyi. Lawrance Family (2nd S.,VI.,45, 59, 64). 
n reply to Mr. Robert Murdoch's query, I annex 
some particulars of scions of this family, who settled 
and died in Australia : — 
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CHA.RLBS Law BANCE.— "Another old coloniBt has been , 
remoTed by the death of Captain Charles Lawrauce at 
MaWem (suburb of Melbounie), in November, 1904. The , 
deceased gentleman was sixty years of age, and was bom at ' 
Peterhead, Aberdeenshire, Scotland. He entered the service 
of the Aberdeen White Star line in the days of sailing ships, j 
and was well known in the Australian trade, more particu- | 
larly as master of the 'Thyatlra.' Nineteen years ago (1885) , 
be retired from the sea, and went into the stevedoring 
business with Mr. James Close, the firm being known as 
Close Lawrance. He had been suffering from Bright's 
disease for some time past, and for about two months was 
seriously ill. He leaves a widow^ and five children.**— Ife/- 
toume ArguM. 

James Lawrence. — Originally a stonemason, 
but afterwards a building contractor, in which he 
was very successful. Built a 6ne range of houses 
near the Flagstaff Gardens, West Melbourne, called 
** Lawrence's Buildings." He was born at Dcskford, 
Banffshire, on the 24th July, 181 1, and died in one 
of his own houses on the i6th February, 1884, Red 
granite tombstone in Melbourne Cemetery. He 
was a tall man, very taciturn, and I occasionally 
saw him in the shop of an Aberdonian cutler, the 
late Robert Mackie, much beloved by the lads from 
the Granite City. On Saturday nights there used to 
be a gathering of us in Mackie's shop, and old 
Lawrence would drop in silently, listen to the familiar 
Doric for a while, and then, with a smile on his stern 
features, vanish to his home round the corner in 
Queen Street. Alba. 

Melbourne, Australia. 

605. Lanimer Day (2nd S., VH., 30, 48).— 
Surely " Larimer " must be a mistake. I have fre- 
quently seen in Glasgow papers mention of Lanimer 
Day as a sort of term-day amongst Lanarkshire folk, 
but originally a day set apart for riding the marches, 
f Jamieson's Scottish Dictionary has : — *' Landimer^ 
a land measurer ; a march or boundary of landed 
property. To ride the landimeres is to examine the 
marches (Lanarkshire). Anglo-Saxon, landimere^ 
properly a boundary of land." See also Lannimor, 
an Ayrshire word. Larimer" not to be found in 
Jamieson. Alba. 
Melbourne, Australia. 

658. ** Tutor of Gordon " (2nd S.,Vn., 79, 95). 
— In supplement of the notes by " S. R.," Boharm, 
and •* S.," if it is of any interest, it may be noted that 
the tutor's sister, Hellen, married Alexander Steuart, 
younger of Lesmurdie, as the following Banffshire 
sasine minute shows : — 

*' Sasine given to Hellen Chalmers, LawH daughter to Mr. 
George Chalmers, Mint, at Bothryn, & Alexr. Steuart, Les- 
murdon, her husband, in conjunct, fle & lyf rent the longest 
liver of the two, A of yr airs maill in fle, of All and Halll the 
half Daach of Achorachan, the toun and lands of Auchbreak, 
Ac, in the Parochine of Inveraven, . . presented . . 
upon the last day of Octor, 1709, A is Registrat in the 344 <& 
3te leavs of the fifth book." 

The Steuarts of Lesmurdie were originally of 
Achovachan, Glenlivet. 

The " Belnellaw " in the note by " S." is evidently 
a misprint for Belnellan," in the parish of Boharm. 
The following extracts from an inventory of Banff- 
shire writs probably refer to one of the tutor's sons: — 



"Seasine.— George Chalmers, Mercht in'Edinr on Bell- 
inellan, &c. Presented 17th Jane, 1756, and Hegt In the 338, 
339. A 440 leaffs." 

'*SeasIne.— George Chalmers, Merchant in Edinr, on Bel- 
nellan, A presented A Regd in the 440 A 441 leaves." 

James Chalmers of*' Belnellan " appears, from the 
County minute books of Banffshire, to have attended 
the Whitsunday meeting, on i8th May, 1743, of the 
Commissioners of Supply of the County. As tutor 
to Cosmo, Duke of Gordon, he was probably partly 
instrumental in that nobleman's upbringing as the 
first Protestant of his house. 

Banff, i8th Dec, 1905. James Grant. 

662. A Strange Method of Hair Dressing 
(2nd S., VIL, 93). — Drawing the hair back from the 
forehead and tying it at the neck was a practice 
quite common a hundred or a hundred and fifty years 
ago. Among seamen especially, the hair was twisted 
into the form of a pigtail, hanging down the back, 
and pulled so tightly as to justify the advice of the 
sailor operating on his messmate's locks, Shut your 
eyes, you swab, or you'll never be able to close them 
again." From old portraits and engravings, it may 
be gathered that sometimes a lock of hair was left 
on each side of the head, and made to curl over the 
forehead. This, too, would seem to have been a 
not infrequent practice ; but to use pieces of lead 
as in the case cited in the query, rather than pieces 
of stick or ordinary curl-papers, was perhaps a freak 
— an instance of individual eccentricity. W. 

663. Rev. Robert McPherson (2nd S., VIL, 
93). — I do not know the parentage or family rela- 
tions of this individual, but B." may perhaps like 
to know that he is referred to at some length in the 
number of the (now obsolete) Celtic Magazine for 
September, 1877, in connection with his proceedings 
in obtaining from the Forfeited Estates Commis- 
sioners a lease of the lands of Aberarder, parish of 
Laggan, Inverness-shire, and in evicting the previous 
occupiers. In this connection he appears to have 
incurred much odium. If " B." is unable to obtain 
access to a copy of the magazine, he will probably 
find useful information concerning McPherson in the 
documents relating to Cluny and Kinlochlaggan 
among the forfeited estate papers in the Register 
House. McPherson was probably connected with 
the parish of Laggan, as he is stated to have had 
" considerable possessions of his own " there, besides 
a salary of £"40 a year for preaching in the Irish 
language. A. M. M. 



This query seems to suggest its own answer — 
perhaps the only available answer. McPherson was 
probably a relation by marriage of Gordon the 
minister. What was the fama alleged against him ? 
In his History of the Highlands and Highland 
Clans," Dr. Browne mentions that McPherson was 
chaplain in Colonel Fraser's regiment, but does not 
say whether or not he returned trom America. A 
Robert McPherson is named in the Moray Com- 
missariat as belonging to Botriphnie. His wife, 
Marjory Grant, survived him, dying in 1774. S. 
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664. Gordons as Shipmasters (2nd S., VII., 
93). — There was an Alexander Gordon in Aldihash, 
parish of Glenmuick, merchant in Aberdeen, whose 
will was proved 27th February, 1752. May he not 
be identical with the second Alexander named in the 
query ? The shipmaster's marriage to a merchant's 
daughter may have led him to abandon the sea, as 
the lady may have had something to say on the 
matter. Admiral Thomas Gordon, Governor of 
Cronstadt,is designated by Grant ("Scottish Soldiers 
of Fortune," p. 25), "Admiral of all Russia." He 
died in 174 1. Something is said about him in the 
Scots Magazine for that year, but no doubt J. M. B. 
is fully aware of the reference. The capture of the 
Good Intent^ Gordon, commander, is chronicled in 
the Scots Magazine for 1758, but no details are 
furnished in addition to those supplied in the query. 



665. The Arbuthnots of Haddo (2nd S.,VII., 
93). — **B." is quite correct in his assumption that 
Robert Arbuthnot of Haddo— referred to in Xhc Aber- 
deen Journal of 28th September, 1756, as having 
died that month — was the grandfather of Sir William 
Arbuthnot, first baronet (honour conferred 24th 
August, 1822; patent granted 3rd April, 1823). A 
chapter on the family of Arbuthnot appeared in the 
Aberdeen Daily Journal of 13th December, 1905. 



The estate of Haddo is said to have remained in 
the Arbuthnot family for several generations. Sir 
William Arbuthnot, Lord Provost of Edinburgh, 
created ist baronet on the occasion of George IV. 's 
visit to Scotland, was the son of Robert Arbuthnot 
of Haddo. The gentleman of that name, who died 
in 1756, also styled "of Haddo," cannot have been 
Sir William's father. Most probably he was his 
grandfather. S. 

666. Rev. James Anderson, D.D. (2nd S., VII., 
93). — A notice of this gentleman's career appears in 
Anderson's " Scottish Nation," Part I. , p. 126. He is 
said there to have been the brother of Adam Ander- 
son, chief clerk of the flock [?] and annuities of the 
South Sea Bank. Further particulars of his life 
are given in the " Biographical Dictionary," pub- 
lished 1843, by the Society for the Diffusion of 
Useful Knowledge. He is said to have settled in 
London in 17 10, and to have been minister in 
Swallow Street Presbyterian Church, and afterwards 
in a chapel in Lisle Street, Leicester Fields. He is 
known as a genealogical compiler. No reference to 
his family is contained in either of the volumes re- 
ferred to, but in the sketch of Adam Anderson in 
the " Scottish Nation," a few particulars of his 
family history are given. Probably more informa- 
tion may be found in the ** Dictionary of English 
Biography." W. B. R. W. 

Dollar. 



The "Dictionary of National Biography" and 
Anderson's Scottish Nation," Vol. I., 7, furnish 
further particulars about this Dr. James Anderson. 
He was a native of Aberdeen, and brother of Adam 
Anderson, the historian of commerce. The names 
of his parents are not given, neither does he seem 
to have ever married. He was born about 1680, and 
died in 1739. The Rev. Mr. Wilson of Dollar may 
be able to supply additional details. What authority 
is there for saying that Anderson was chaplain to 
the Earl of Buchan ? W. S. 

667. Beriah Botfield of Norton Hall, 
Northamptonshire (2nd S., VII., 93).— Beriah 
Botfield (1807-1863), antiquary, bibliographer, and 
politician, was connected with most of the learned 
societies of his time, and contributed to the transac- 
tions of not a few of them. He represented Ludlow 
in Parliament, 1840-47, and again from 1857 till his 
death. A considerable author, and possessing a 
wide acquaintance with literature, he was more 
distinguished for literary attainments and scholarly 
tastes than for success as a legislator. He belonged 
to a branch of the family of which the Marquis of 
Bath was the head. A privately printed work from 
his pen, Steminata Botevilliana," supplies full 
details of the Botfield family and all connected with 
it. See " Dictionary of National Biography," and 
" Men of the Reign,'* 1885, for additional particulars. 

W. S. 

668. C. Gordon Urquhart (2nd S., VII., 93).— 
C. Gordon Urquhart was Charles Gordon Urquhart 
of Braelangwell, East Ross-shire. He belonged to 
a family connected with the Urquharts of Cromart>'. 
Urquhart disposed of the greater part of the Brae- 
langwell estate, only a small portion under strict 
entail remaining. He was some time an officer in 
the Scots Greys, but, I believe, left the army, and 
saw service as a volunteer in the Greek War of In- 
dependence, ending with the overthrow of the 
Turkish power at the naval battle of Navarino. 
What became of Charles Gordon Urquhart I am 
unable to say. His brother David, who succeeded 
him in the patrimonial estate, or what was left of it, 
was a far more notable person than the elder brother, 
being at one time secretary to the British Legation 
at Constantinople, afterwards M.P. for Stafford in 
the British Parliament, and author of a large number 
of books mainly on Eastern questions. While in 
Parliament, David is said to have opposed Lord 
Palmerston's Russian policy, and to have vehemently 
denounced the designs of Russia. S. 

669. Quotation Source (2nd S., VII., 93). — 
The four lines quoted in W. B. R. W.'s query recall 
to memory an old and absurd rhyming jingle, current 
among south country children some forty or fifty 
years ago. I distinctly recall the beginning of the 
rhyme : — 

••There's Peter Dick upon a itlck. 
An' Samson on a soo, 
An' Willie Hogg upon a dog, 
Can ride the warl' through." 
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Other verses followed, but these I can only dimly 
and imperfectly recall. The three heroes mentioned 
in the ditty— doughty champions they must have 
been, emerging out of the unseen at an urchin's call, 
like knights summoned into the lists by the blast of 
a herald's trumpet — were represented as taking part 
in various gymnastic competitions. Of the nature of 
these competitions I cannot now speak particularly. 
One phrase or line, however, arises clearly out of 
the vague and buried past. In some kind of athletic 
contest — running or leaping, I do not remember 
which — Willie Hogg suffers discomforture, and, 
curious coincidence, succumbs to the powers of Peter 
Dick, beaten by a heel. The lines quoted in the query 
run thus: — 

" Now Jamie Hogg fraa Ettrick cap (or cam'), 
A. cltftie, clever chiel' ; 
Bat Willie Broon o' Gilmanscleuch 
Bate htm by half a heel." 

Will W. B. R. W. and his friend forgive me for 
presuming to lay impious hands on the chaste morbi- 
desxa of these imperishable lines, and adapting them 
experimentally to the train of my boyish recollec- 
tions ? 

" Now Willie Hogg cam' on a dog— 
A cliftie, clever chlel* ; 
But Peter Dick npon a stick 
Beat him by a heel." 

This adaptation, I am free to confess, is not satis- 
fjactory. It does not quite accord with the recollec- 
tions of boyhood. "Cliftie"— in the sense, I suppose, 
of fleet-footed— vr2& never a word familiar to my 
boyish ear. At the same time, with considerable 
diffidence, I would venture to suggest to W. B. R.W. 
and his friend that the lines they quote may be 
nothing more than an adaptation, a modification, a 
touched-up and much improved version of the old 
boyish jingle I have referred to, and that the laurels 
really due to the mythical ** Willie Hogg" have been 
rashly, wantonly, yea, most unrighteously transferred 
to ** Jamie Hogg," known to literary fame as ** The 
Ettrick Shepherd." Aliquis. 

670. James Thomson, Minor Poet : Date of 
Death (2nd S., VII., 94). — In the 15th Series of 
" Modern Scottish Poets," Mr. Edwards of Brechin 
gives all the information procurable about James 
Thomson, poet, weaver, barber, and physician, at 
Kenleith (not Kinleith), a few miles out of Edin- 
burgh. The date of his death has not been ascer- 
tained. It is perhaps worthy of note that in the 
book he published in 1801, a poem on the death of 
Burns occurs, which has somehow escaped the notice 
of Burns students. W. 

671. '*BioGRAPHiA Scotica" (2nd S., VII., 94). 
— This book was compiled by John Stark, of Edin- 
burgh. It is entitled Biographia Scotica ; or Scot- 
tish Biographical Dictionary, containing a short 
account of the lives and writings of the most eminent 

Eersons and remarkable characters, natives of Scot- 
md." Edinburgh, 1805; i2mo. Copies can be 
picked up quite cheaply, and I think I saw one in 
the November catalogue of John Grant, Edinburgh. 

J. M. Bulloch. 



The book referred to, ** Biographia Scotica (not 
"Scotia"), or, Scottish Biographical Dictionary," 
was the work of John Stark, and was published in 
1805. A copy may be seen in the Advocates' 
Library, Edinburgh. A number of works by J. 
Borthwick Gilchrist are included in the same library, 
but none of his writings named in the catalogue 
seems to have any connection with genealogical 
researches. S. 

672. Mistress Abercrombie (2nd S., VII., 94). 
— I venture to suggest that this lady may have been 
connected with the Abercrombies of Fetternear, 
Aberdeenshire, from whom, at a subsequent period, 
came Dr. Patrick Abercrombie, the historian. 

W. 

673. Major Middleton (2nd S., VII., 94). — 
There were several Middletons ministers of the 
Church of Scotland at, or shortly before, the period 
referred to. Some, if not all of them, were distin- 
guished for their strong Stuart sympathies. It may 
be that Major James Middleton was the son of one 
of these. He cannot have been the son of the Earl 
of Middleton by lawful generation. W. 

674. The Rev. Mr. Roger (2nd S., VII., 94).— 
"A General View of the Agriculture of the County 
of Angus or Forfar," Edinburgh, 1794, was written 
by the Rev. James Roger, Denino, father of the 
much better known Rev. Dr. Charles Rogers of 
Grampian Club fame. The son added an 5 in spell- 
ing his name. W. S. 

676. A Burns Emendation (2nd S.,VII., 94). — 
I have not met with the substitution of "bairn" for 
** child " in the " Elegy on the Death of the Earl of 
Glencairn," in any edition of Burns that has come 
into my hands. Henley and Henderson, in their 
edition, seem to say that the emendation exists only 
in MS. At the same time, I agree with "Alba" in 
thinking that the substitution would be an undoubted 
improvement. *' Alba " is no doubt aware that Burns 
originally wrote " good Glencairn," but subsequently 
altered it to * ' thee, Glencairn " — a decided change 
for the better. W. 

* 

Xttcrature* 

Old Maps and Map Makers of Scotland^ by 
John E. Shearer, F.S.A. Scot., F.R.S.G.S.I., 
1895. Bookseller, R. S. Shearer & Son, Stirling. 
1905. [86 pp., 4to, limited edition of 200 copies, 
price ICS.] 

In this interesting volume we have an obvious 
object lesson on the evolution of the map. In 
the guesswork period of* its development from 
20 B.C., the map maker performed curious tricks 
with Scotland, none of which was more curious 
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than his insistence that it was an island, and 
that so late as 1542. Speed's map of 161 o and 
Parson Gordon's map of 1653, show the results of 
actual survey, and display not only a corrected 
coast line, but a mass of information on the 
hinterland. The author has done his work well, 
and is glad to see a growing interest in old 
maps, and applauds the action of the librarian 
of the Public Library of Aberdeen in forming a 
collection of maps and publishing a detailed 
list of them {vide S, N. &* Q.). Mr. Shearer's 
own work will give the cult some stimulus. 

A History of the Family of Cairnes, or Cairns ^ 
by Mr. Henry Caimes Lawlor, is in prepara- 
tion, and will be published by Mr. Elliot Stock 
shortly. It covers a period commencing in 
1300 and coming down to the present The 
work will contain many important genealogical 
tables, portraits, ancient charters, seals, and 
illustrations of localities, and will be published 
by subscription. 

We have had sent us No. 3 of the Cornubian 
Annual^ a magazine published by the Cornu- 
bian Press of London and Redruth, Cornwall. 
It is a periodical of West Country interest, and 
justifies its existence by devoting a goodly 
number of its seventy-four pages to articles 
bearing on the antiquities and history of the 
Duchy. The fiction and poetry make pleasant 
reading. It is well illustrated, and at three- 
pence a marvel of cheapness. 

Euchologia: A Book of Common Order; 
being Forms of Prayer and Administration of 
the Sacraments and other Ordinances of the 
Church. Edited by the Rev. George W. Sprott, 
D.D., of North Berwick. Wm. Blackwood and 
Sons, Edinburgh and Glasgow, 1905. [433 pp., 
4s. 6d. net] 

Dr. Sprott and the Church Service Society 
are to be congratulated on the new and im- 
proved edition of the Service Book which during 
the last forty years has done so much to enrich 
the devotional part of public worship, not only 
in the Church of Scotland, but in all the larger 
sections of the Presbyterian Church, alike in the 
homeland and in the colonies. The present 
edition, which includes an interesting historical 
preface by Dr. Sprott, sketching the course and 
development of the liturgical movement in 
Scottish Presbyterianism, is a reissue of part of 
the seventh edition published in 1896, with 
changes in the names and titles of the Royal 
Family, bringing it up to date. The book is 
clearly printed, and has a most attractive ap- 
pearance. The whole tone and spirit of the 
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forms of prayer provided for the different church 
services and ministerial functions is most re- 
verent and spiritual, and admirably fitted to 
inspire and maintain a serious and cheerful 
godliness in the minds of the worshippers. 

Historical Aberdeen: The Castle and the 
Castle-hill, the Snow Church, the Woolmanhill 
and neighbourhood, the Guestrow, by G. M. 
Eraser, Librarian, Public Library, Aberdeen, 
with illustrations. Aberdeen : Wm. Smith, the 
Bon-Accord Press, 1905. [172 + xvi. pp., price 
3s. net.] 

No more important local volume has been 
issued for a long time than Historical Aberdeen. 
What makes its importance is the fact of the 
author taking nothing for granted, and his 
method of harking back to what Carlyle calls 
the " antique basis " of things. To reach this 
it is very obvious that Mr. Eraser has searched 
high and low, and gleaned in many fields for 
the historically reliable, and has not scrupled to 
play the rdle of the "corrector," and that with 
both conviction and courtesy. We have read 
the book with real pleasure, and heartily recom- 
mend it. We notice one slip in placing Sir 
George Reid amongst the Grammar scholars. 
Sir George was a pupil of the Trades SchooL 
The index is a model of what an index should 
be. The volume is tasteful and sightly both 
without and within. 

* 

Scots JSoofts of tbe /Bontb. 



Fraser, Q. M. Historical Aberdeen. 12 Illus- 
trations. Cr. 8vo. Net, 3s. 

Wm. Smith, Bon-Accord Press, Aberdeen. 

Mathieson, Wm. Law. Scotland and the Union. 
A History of Scotland from 1695-1747. Royal 
8vo. Net, los. 6d. Maclehose. 

Maxwell, Sir Herbert, Bart. The Story of 
the Tweed. With Illustrations by D. Y. Cameron. 
Net, 105s. Jas. Nisbet & Co. 

Sutherland, Rhona. Through Edinburgh. 11- 
lustrated by Winifred Christie. Net, is. 6d. and 
2s. 6d. R. Grant & Son, Edinburgh. 



NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
All communications should be accompanied by an 
identifying name and address. As publication day 
is the 25th of each month, copy should be in a few 
days earlier. Ed. 
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NEW SPALDING CLUB. 



The report from the Council approved at the 
recent meeting of the New Spalding Club, con- 
tains an unusually varied and interesting pro- 
gramme of works on hand, including :— 

I. «♦ Records of the Scots Colleges at 

DouAi, Rome, Madrid, Valladolid, and Ratis- 
BON." VoL I. Registers of Students' Names— con- 
tributed by Father W. Forbes Leith, S.J. ; Monsignor 
Robert Fraser, D.D., Rome; Rev. James Humble, 
Valladolid ; and others. 

II. ••The House of Gordon. General editor, 

Mr. J. M. Bulloch. Vol. II. containing :— 



(i.) History of the Gordon Family, by Joannes 

Ferrerius, circa 1545. Edited by the Rev. 

Stephen Ree, B.D., Boharm. 
(ii.) History of the Gordon Family, by Robert 

Gordon of Straloch, circa 1655. Edited by 

the Rev. S. Ree. 
(iii.) Genealogical Tables of Gordons, by Sir 

Robert Gordon of Gordonstoun, circa 1659. 

Edited by the Rev. J. M. Joass, LL.D., 

Golspie. 

(iv.) The Gordons of Lesmoir, Crichie, Birken- 
burn, Terpersie, Leicheston, and Newton. 
By Captam Douglas Wimberley and Mr. J. 
M. Bulloch, 

(v.) A Collation of the numerous Gordon Ballads. 

By the Rev. S. Ree. 
(vi.) Biographical Notices of Gordons in the 

British Navy and Army. By Mrs. Skelton. 

III. — " Miscellany of the New Spalding 
Club." Vol. II. to contain — 

(i.) Summary of Fiars Prices for Aberdeenshire 
from 1603, with Lists of Jurors. Edited by 
Dr. Littlejohn. 

(ii.) Burial Register of St. Nicholas Church, Aber- 
deen, 1573-1643. Edited by Mr. A. M. 
Munro, City Chamberlain. 

(iii.) Baptism and Burial Registers of St. Paul's 
Episcopal Church, Aberdeen, from 1720. 
Edited by Mr. A. Emslie Smith, Advocate. 

(iv.) Roll of Burgesses of Aberdeen from 1632 
(continued from "Miscellany,'* vol. i.) 

" Edited by Mr. Munro. 

IV. —" Records of the Sheriffdom of Aber- 
deen." Edited by Mr. David Littlejohn, LL.D. 
Vol. II. to deal with the Court Books of the first 
half of the Seventeenth Century. 

V. — "Records of Elgin." Compiled by Mr. 
William Cramond, LL.D. Vol. II. to deal with the 
Ecclesiastical portion of the Records— Kirk Session, 
Presbytery, etc. 

VI. — '* Records of Inverness." Edited by Mr. 
William Mackay, Solicitor. Vol. I. to deal with the 
Burgh Charters from William the Lion onwards, and 
the Burgh Court Books from the end of the Sixteenth 
Century. 

VH. — "Folk Music of the North-East of 
Scotland."" Edited by Mr. Gavin Greig, Whitehill, 
and Rev. J. B. Duncan, B.D., Lynturk. 

VIII. — "Records of Old Aberdeen." Edited 
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by Mr. A. M. Munro. Vol. II. to deal with the 
Ecclesiastical Records — Kirk Session, etc. 

IX. — " The House of Forbes." To be compiled 
(like Mr. Bulloch's ** House of Gordon") by contri- 
butors making themselves individually responsible 
for the treatment of different branches of the family. 
General editor, Colonel Allardyce, LL.D. 

X. — "Bibliography of the Shires of Aber 
DEEN, Banff, and Kincardine." Compiled by Mr. 
J. F. Kellas Johnstone and others. 

XI. — ** Records of the Red, White, Black, 
AND Grey Friars of Aberdeen, 1211-1560." To 
be edited probably by the Secretary of the Club. 

* 

Genealogies in Preparation.— A list of 
more than five hundred compilers of genealogies 
not yet published is in the possession of the 
librarian of the New England Historic Genea- 
logical Society, 18 Somerset Street, Boston, 
Massachusetts, U.S.A., who will answer any 
reasonable inquiries concerning the names and 
addresses of the historians of individual families. 
All should avail themselves of this privilege, 
of course supplying cost of postage. This valu- 
able collection ought to be of great assistance 
to genealogists. Eugene F. McPike. 

Chicago, U.S.A. 



Colonel Staats Long Morris.— Horace 
Walpole, writing to Lord Hailes, February 10, 
1 78 1, tells a curious story about the raising of 
the 89th Regiment, 1759- 1765. The Duke of 
Argyll "desired the command of it to a favourite 
of his own. The Duchess-Dowager [a daughter 
of Lord Aberdeen] insisted on it for her second 
husband [Staats Long Morris]. Duke [Archi- 
bald of Argyll] said, " Oh, to be sure, her Grace 
must be obeyed," but instantly ^ol the regiment 
ordered to the East Indies — which had not been 
the reckoning of a widow re-married to a young 
fellow. 

* 

"HEATHER JOCK," 

One of the most popular Aberdeen songs of 
fully half a century back was that of " Heather 
Jock," written by an Airdrie collier named John 
McLay, as Mr. Robert Ford, a competent auth- 
ority, alleges. It displaced "Donald Caird," 
" The Weary Body," " Bauldy Baird," and 
other lilts descriptive of the exploits of similar 
marauders, but in every instance lamenting that 
they had come " back again," whereas in 
" Heather Jock" there was a prean of triumph 
that he was "noo awa'." Well do I remember 
the birr of its chorus, in which I lustily joined. 
Jock was a Highland cateran, according to the 



song, who helped himself liberally with other 
folks' gear, but eventually he was "gruppit," 
tried, and, as the song intimates : 
Then the Judge, without delay, 
Packed him aflF to Botany Bay, 
An' bade him mind the laws he broke, 
An' never mair play Heather Jock. 
Well, some 20 years ago I was in Sydney, and 
with a friend visited the far-famed Botany Bay. 
It was an off day when we got theie, and very 
few people about ; the Sir Joseph Banks Hotel 
seemed to absorb every passenger but us. The 
bay is a big circular one, saving its inlet to the 
Pacific Ocean. We gathered a lot of strange 
wild flowers, sauntered about for an hour or so, 
and then returned to the city. When alighting 
from the tram, a grisly and skranky wight, with 
a huge canopy of prop-sticks over his head, 
trudged past, bawling or rather shrieking out — 
" Claise-praps ! " I remarked to a bystander, 
" That's a queer fellow." " Yes, he is," was the 
reply. " What do you call him ? " I further in- 
quired. " I don't know his real name,'* said the 
man: "he's a Heelander and an old convict 
He is known here as * Heather Jock.' " I stared 
in amazement at the retreating figure, and the 
long-forgotten words of the song flashed again 
upon my memory. Furthermore, I heard that 
the old convict loved freedom so well that he 
lived alone in the scrub near Botany (the scene 
of our first experiment in colonisation with a 
criminal class), and cut down the abundant 
ti-tree, which grows straight for 8 or 10 feet, then 
branches off into endless contortions, selling 
such as clothes-props. Doubtless some of the 
Scotch settlers gave him that nickname ; but it 
was a peculiar coincidence to me, and proved 
beyond cavil the popularity of the roUickmg old 
ditty. Alba. 
Melbourne, Australia. 



A Story about the Duchess of Gordon. 
— Horace Walpole, writing to his beloved Miss 
Berry, June 31, 1791, says : — "The Duchess of 
Gordon the other night, coming out of an as- 
sembly, said to Dundas [afterwards Lord Mel- 
ville], "Mr. Dundas, you are used to speak 
in public. Will you call my servant?" Writing 
to his own wife, December 8, 1794, he says : — 
"Of the new Countess of Exeter [Sarah Hoggins, 
the " village maiden " of Tennyson's " Lord of 
Burleigh"! I did hear a good account two years 
ago, especially of her great humility and 
modesty on her exaltation. If she is brought 
into the fashionable world, I should think the 
Duchess of Gordon would soon laugh her out 
of those vulgar prejudices, though she may not 
correct her spellmg or diction." 
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ABERDEEN MAPS AND VIEWS. 



I.— MAPS AND PLANS RELATING TO THE CITY. 

{Continued from Vol, VII., 2nd S.,pa^e 71.) 

An asterisk prefixed to a date signifies that a copy 
of the map or plan is to be found in the Public 
Library, 

44. ♦1888. Plan of the City of Aberdeen. 

This plan — the work of Andrew Gibb & Co. — ' 
is appended to the " Record of Municipal Affairs 
in Aberdeen since the Passing of the Burgh 
Reform Act in 1833," by Mr. James A. Ross, 
the present Harbour Treasurer. It shows the 
eight wairds into which the city was divided at 
that time, as also, by boundary lines, the ex- 
tensions in 1871 and 1883. 

45. ♦iSSq. Plan of the Freedom Lands of the 
City of Aberdeen. 

An extremely interesting plan — prepared by 
William Boulton, city surveyor, and printed by 
Gibb & Co.— appended to Mr. Robert Ander- 
son's " The Riding of the Marches of the City 
of Aberdeen," 1889 {Free Press Office). The 
district comprising the freedom lands is tinted, 
and no clearer or more interesting map of the 
neighbourhood of the city could be desired. 

46. ♦1890. Map of Aberdeen, shewing the zone 
of crofts within the town's inner marches. 

The work of A. Gibb & Co., and appended 10 
Mr. P. J. Anderson's ** Charters and other Writs 
illustrating the History of the Royal Burgh of 
Aberdeen, 1 171- 1804." 

47. *i890. Aberdeen. 

A small map of the city, issued with the guide 
book, "Aberdeen, 1890. A handy illustrated 
guide for those taking a passing look at the 
city." Map and guide book (which was issued 
at one penny) were the work of A. Gibb & Co. 

48. *i895. Plan of Aberdeen. 

A very excellent plan of the city, in ''The 
Royal Society's Atlas of Scotland." Bartholo- 
mew. 

49. *i895. I^lan of the City of Aberdeen. 

Large plan, linen, mounted on rollers, show- 
ing municipal and parliamentary boundaries, 
division of the city into eleven wards (tinted). 
Issued by Andrew Gibb & Co. 

$0. *i896. City of Aberdeen Main Sewerage 
Works. 

A series of four large plans prepared by Mr. 



W. Dyack, city surveyor, relative to the sewer- 
age scheme now in progress. 

51. *i899. Plan of Aberdeen. 

In Dictionary of Deeside : a Guide to the 
City of Aberdeen and the Villages, Hamlets, 
Districts, Castles, Mansions, and Scenery of 
Deeside, with Notes on Antiquities, Historical 
and Literary Associations, etc.," by James 
Coutts, M.A. The plan— by Bartholomew— is 
very small, and the names almost unreadably 
minute. 

52. 1 899- 1 900. Aberdeen. 

The Ordnance Survey Map of 1865-7, revised 
at cost of the city authorities, on scale of 
126720 inches to one mile. 

53. ♦1899- 1 90 1. Aberdeen. 

The Ordnance Survey Map of 1864-7 revised, 
on scale of six inches to one mile. Public 
Library copy is second edition, 1902. 

5:-. *i9oo(?). Plan of Aberdeen. 

In **The Visitor's Guide to Aberdeen," map, 
4to. Specially marked to show tramway routes, 
postal, telegraph, etc., offices, pillar and wall 
post boxes. William Smith, The Bon- Accord 
Press. 

55. *i9oi. Aberdeen. 

In Baddeley, Scotland, Part II. (In this and 
other general guide books, I have noted only 
the latest editions. Plans, it will be understood, 
appeared also in the earlier editions. ) 

56. *i902. Aberdeen — Corporation Tramways. 

A series of plans and sections, prepared by 
Mr. William Dyack, city surveyor, relative to 
the laying down of new and doubling existing 
tramways in Aberdeen. November, 1902. 

57. *I903. Aberdeen. 

Small plan of the city, by Bartholomew, in 
Black's '* Guide to Scotland," thirty second 
(shilling) edition. 

58. ^1903. Aberdeen. 

Also in Black's *' Guide to Scotland" (8s. 6d. 
edition), 4to, by Bartholomew ; shaded, water 
surfaces tinted. 

59. 1903. Aberdeen. 

In Murray's ** Handbook for Scotland" (Stan- 
ford). 

60. *I903. Plan of Aberdeen. 

Outline (4to) map appended to *' The Visitor's 
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Guide to Aberdeen" (new edition). William 
Smith, The Bon-Accord Press. 

61. *I903. Plan of Aberdeen. 

Small outline map, " Munro*s Guide to Aber- 
deen and Deeside." Henry Munro« 10 Crown 
Street. 

62. *I903. Plan of the City of Aberdeen. 

Small outline map, showing tramway routes, 
etc., appended to " The People's Guide to the 
City of Aberdeen. " Free Press Office, Aberdeen. 

63. 1904. Aberdeen. 

In Black's " Guide to Scotland East ' 
Central. | 

64. ^1905. City of Aberdeen. j 

Outline map (small 4to), with tramway routes 
marked, in **The Official Guide to Aberdeen 
and Neighbourhood." The Rosemount Press. 



Supplementary. 

Since the publication of this list began, a ^ 
number of city maps or plans have come into my I 
hands, but too late to be inserted in their proper ; 
chronological order. They are now appended. 

I 

65. ♦1693. Chart of Aberdeen Bay, etc. j 

In the August part of this magazine, some 
notes were given relative to the chart of Aber- , 
deen Bay contained in Collins' "Coasting Pilot.'" 
Since then the Library has come into posses- 
sion of a copy of the chart (as previously des- 
cribed), as also Collins' chart of the East ; 
Coast" (smaller scale)— Berwick to Pentland 
Firth, and the chart of the Moray Firth. 

66. 1 81 2. Plan of the Harbour of Aberdeen 
as it was in 1769. 

Plan of the Harbour with its Alterations, as 
proposed, 1787, by J. Smeaton. 

The above form one (4to) plate in Vol. III., 
"Reports of the late John Smeaton, F.R.S., 
made on various occasions in the course of his { 
employment as a Civil Engineer." London: , 
Longman, Hurst. 18 12. (University Library.) 

67. 1834. Plan of the Harbour of Aberdeen, 
with Proposed Improvements in the year 
1802, by Mr. Telford. 

68. 1834. Plan of the Harbour of Aberdeen 
as in the year 1834. 1 

69. 1834. Plan for Improving the Harbour! 
of Aberdeen in the year 1831, by Thomas ' 
Telford, F.R.S. , 



70. 1834. Plan of the Harbour of Aberdeen 
as it was in 1769. Plan of the Harbour of 
Aberdeen with its Alterations as proposed, 
1787, by Mr. Smeaton. (On same plate.) 

71. 1834. Plan of the Harbour of Aberdeen 
in the year 1797, with the Improvements, by 
Mr. Rennie. 

1834. Plan of the Harbour of Aberdeen 
in the year 18 10, with Proposed Docks, by 
Mr.'Telford. 

The above set of beautifully executed harbour 
plans are inserted in the volume, Reports by 
Smeaton, Rennie, and Telford, upon the Har- 
bour of Aberdeen. Printed and Circulated by 
Order of the Harbour Trustees, 1834." Aber- 
deen : G. Cornwall, Herald Office. The volume 
in the Public Library does not contain the 
plans, unfortunately, and for an opportunity of 
examining these I am indebted to Mr. Donald 
Sinclair, solicitor, 74 Union Street 

\. *i839. Aberdeen Harbour : Plan of Pro- 
posed Improvements. 

This plan — by J. R. Jobbins, 3 Warwick Court, 
London— is prefixed to the volume, "Aberdeen 
Harbour: Evidence and Proceedings in the 
Committee of the House of Commons in regard 
to the Aberdeen Harbour Bill." The improve- 
ments referred to consisted mainly of the forma- 
tion of the upper dock, and the construction of 
a lock considerably west of where the dock 
gates were actually constructed. 

1 845 (c). Aberdeen. 

This pretty and very curious little map (8x6) 
was published evidently to show certain pro- 
posed city improvements. These were of a very 
fanciful character, and included (i) the forma- 
tion of a large open square at the foot of Justice 
Street, and a new street thence towards the 
Links ; (2) a new street from Woolmanhill 
through Gordon's Hospital grounds to join St. 
Paul Street (newly formed), and thence from 
Gallowgate to Constitution Street ; (3) a new 
street along the Denburn Valley to Spa Street, 
and thence continued north-eastwards by Broad- 
ford Gate and so to Nelson Street ; (4) two new 
streets from St. Nicholas Street to Broad 
Street; (5) two parallel crescents, running north 
and south, east of the Gallowgate ; (6) a new 
street from the north-east corner of Castle 
Street to the Quay, at the junction of Commerce 
Street and the Quay ; (7) a new street from the 
junction of Union Place and Albyn Place to 
Skene Street, and a whole network of new 
streets in the Ferryhill region. The city coat 
of arms on the map is a curiosity. The plan, 
which is the property of the editor of this 
magazine, was engraved by John Henderson, 
Union Buildings. He was in business at one 
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time in Queen Street, but moved thence in 
1842-3 to Union Buildings, where he was suc- 
ceeded in 1850 by Gibb & Hay, who, strange to 
say, afterwards went to Queen Street. Mr. 
Henderson executed many interesting and 
beautiful lithographs and engravings of Aber- 
deen views. He was the uncle of Mr. Hender- 
son, the new M.P. for West Aberdeenshire. 

75. ♦1865. Denburn Valley (Railway). 

This is a set of the working plans and sections, 
by John Willet, engineer, of the works carried 
out from Kittybrewster to the Joint Station — a 
most interesting set, which shows not merely 
the works as carried out, but the various streets, 
gas works, etc., that occupied the site of the 
Joint Station and Guild Street, as also the 
street alterations at Mutton Brae, including the 
diversion of Denburn Road. The works were 
carried out by the late Mr. Adam Mitchell, to 
whose nephew and successor, Mr. John Morgan, 
Rubislaw House, the public are indebted for the 
set now in the Public Library. 

76. *i872. Aberdeen Harbour Improvements. 

Plan showing proposed laying out of the 
Inches, and of 3ie area reclaimed by the diver- 
sion of the Dee. " By the Harbour Engineer." 
(Keith & Gibb.) 

77. *i875. Feuing Plan of part of the Estate 
of Ruthrieston. 

By James Forbes Beattie & Son, civil en- 
gineers and surveyors ; litho. by Keith & Gibb. 

78. *i875. Plan of Aberdeen Harbour. 

By W. D. Cay, harbour engineer ; litho. by 
Keith & Gibb. An admirable plan, showing 
portion of old bed of river, afterwards filled up, 
soundings in bay and entrance channel, etc. 

♦1876. Plan of the Lands of Rubislaw. 

Prepared for the City of Aberdeen Land 
Association, Limited; laid down from the 
Ordnance Survey; with proposed streets, etc. 
The work of Keith & Gibb. 

8<x *i877. Sketch Plan, shewing Scheme for 
improving the Port of Aberdeen, and utilismg 
it as a Harbour of Refuge by diverting the 
River Dee into the Bay of Nigg ; also for an 
improved Outlet for the Sewage, the forma- 
tion of a Public Park, new Roads, Drives, and 
other Improvements on the south side of the 
City. 

This plan— lithographed by Keith & Gibb— 
was issued as a supplement to the Aberdeen Free 
Press, 8th November, 1877. 



I A valuable complete set of thirty-three plans 

I and sections, prepared by William Boulton, then 

city surveyor, relative to the improvement 
I scheme of 1882. Lithographed by Gibb & Hay. 
j This, with other valuable donations, has been 

gifted to the Public Library by Mr. John 

Morgan, Rubislaw House. 

'82. *i883(c). A. Gibb & Co.'s Map of the 
! Environs of Aberdeen. 

This plan, the precise purpose and date of 
which I have not yet been able to discover, is 
coloured to show the municipal and parlia- 
mentry boundaries, also the boundary of the 
freedom lands. The suburban place names are 
admirably brought out. 



79. 



83. ♦1885. Plan of the Lands of Bumside and 
Rosehill, Low Stocket ^oad, Aberdeen. 

By Walker & Beattie, engineers and sur- 
veyors; lithographed by Gibb & Hay. The 
various properties differently tinted, and details 
given of areas, condition, etc. Since the date 
given, Burnside property has been purchased by 
the Corporation. 

G. M. Fraser. 

Public Library, 
Aberdeen. 



81. ♦iSSa. 
roent. 



Aberdeen Extension and Improve- 



Lady Charlotte Gordon, Duchess of 
Richmond.— Horace Walpole, writing to Miss 
Berry, February 20, 1791, says:— "Th^ house 
of Richmond is on the point of receiving a very 
great blow. Colonel Lenox [j/Vr], who had been 
dangerously ill, but was belter, has relapsed, 
with all the worst symptoms, and is too weak to 
be sent to the south as the physicians recom- 
mended. Lady Catherine [Charlotte] is breed- 
ing, and should it ever be a son [he became 5th 
Duke of Richmond], how many years ere that 
can be a comfortable resource." As a matter of 
fact Colonel Lennox survived, and became Duke 
of Richmond fifteen years later. 

Lieut. Robert Gordon, Gight. — This 
officer, son of the eleventh laird of Gight, was 
gazetted ensign in the 44th Foot, July 3, 1772, 
and lieutenant of the 35th Foot, July, 1776. 

Logie-Elphinstone Family. — It may in- 
terest readers to know that there is a private 
Act of Parliament "for settling and securing 
parts of the barony and estate of Logie-Elphin- 
stone to and in favour of Robert Dalrymple 
Horn Elphinstone, and the series of heirs en- 
titled to take by certain deeds of entail, made by 
John Horn of that ilk, deceased."— 51 George III, 
(Private), C. 63. 
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NOTABLE MEN AND WOMEN OF 
ARGYLESHIRE. 

(Continued from Vol, VII., 2nd S.^fidge 99.) 

401. Maconechy, James, M.D. : Journalist 
and Author. A native of Kilblane, where he 
was born in 1796, he was for a time a lieu- 
tenant in the Royal Marines, but subsequently ' 
studied medicine and practised in Glasgow, I 
where he became a member of the Faculty of ! 
Physicians and Surgeons. He was for twenty- , 
three years the editor of the Glasgow Courier. 
He was author of several literary works pub- 
lished in Glasgow. He died in 1866. 

402. Macphail, Dugald : Minor Poet. I 
have mislaid my notes concerning this person, 
and only know that he was spoken of as " the 
Mull poet,*' and flourished in 1875. 

403. Macquarrie, Lauchlan, of Ulva : 
Highland Chief and Centenarian. The Mac- 
quarries formed a small clan which possessed 
the island of Ulva, as well as a portion of Mull, 
and whose badge was the pine. The Macquarrie 
clan is believed to have the same origin as the 
Mackinnons, and they seem to have been early 
located in the Hebrides, and to have been as- 
sociated with the Macleans in many a plunder- 
ing raid and clan feud. Lauchlan Macquarrie, 
the theme of the present sketch, was the i6th of 
the family in direct succession, and was the last 
"chief of Ulva's isle" of that name, at least to 
retain his ancestral property, for, having been 
compelled to dispose of his lands for behoof of 
his creditors, he in 1778, at the age of 63, entered 
the army. He served in the American war, and 
died in 1818, aged 103. He was the last chief 
of the Macquarries, and was the proprietor of 
Ulva when Dr. Samuel Johnson and Mr. Bos- 
well visited that island in 1773. The room 
where the Doctor spent the night was long 
shown, and perhaps is still shown, in the old 
mansion of the Macquarries. Dr. Johnson and 
the chief, whom he was surprised to find a 
person of great politeness and intelligence, had a 
conversation about the usage known as inercketa 
mulierum, wh\ch formerly existed in Ulva, and 
was a fine paid to the chief by his vassals on 
the marriage of a virgin. In answer to the 
Doctor's reference to iJlackstone, who has ex- 
pressed his disbelief that any such claim on 
behalf of landlords ever existed, Macquarrie in- 
formed the English sage that the eldest children 
of marriages were not esteemed amongst the 
Gael as among other nations, most of whom 
adhered to distinct laws of primogeniture, on 
account of the parentage of the eldest child from 



the above-mentioned custom being rendered 
doubtful. Hence brothers were very commonly 
preferred to the proper heirs-apparent. He like- 
wise told him that he himself had been in the 
habit of demanding a sheep on the occasion of 
every marriage in Ulva, for which he had sub- 
stituted a fine of five shillings in money. Dr. 
Johnson was much struck with the following case 
of second-sight described by the Macquarrie 
chief. He said that once when he was in Edin- 
burgh, an old female domestic of the family in 
Ulva, foretold that he would return home on a 
certain day with a new servant in a livery of red 
and green, which he accordingly did ; but he 
declared that the idea of the servant and the 
livery occurred to him only when he was in 
Edinburgh, and that the woman could know 
nothing of his purposes at the time. 

A large portion of the ancient patrimonial 
estate was re-purchased by General Macquarrie 
of New South Wales, long governor of that 
colony, and from whom Macquarrie County, 
Macquarrie River, and Port Macquarrie, as well 
as Macquarrie Harbour and Macquarrie Island 
in the South Pacific, derive their name. General 
Macquarrie was the eldest cadet of his family, 
and was twice married, first to Miss Baillie of 
Jerviswood, and secondly to a daughter of Sir 
John Campbell of Aird, by whom he had an 
only son, Lauchlan, who died without issue. 

The island of Ulva is about two miles long, 
and averages a mile and a quarter in breadth, 
and once contained about 600 inhabitants. The 
name is said to signify "the island of wolves" — 
a singular name, as one would hardly think so 
small an island likely to be infested by that 
wild animal. 

404. Mactaggart, John : Minor Poet, and 
Travelling Secretary of the Tract and Book 
Society of Scodand. A native of Campbeltown, 
where he was born in 1845, he became in 1880 
the travelling secretary to the Tract and Book 
Society of Scotland. He has published " Our 
Land ; Sketches in Verse," and " MacKinnon and 
the Bards." He figures in Edwards's "Modern 
Scottish Poets," Vol. XIII., 334. 

405. MacTaggart, William, R.S.A.: Scot- 
tish Artist. He is the son of a farmer ; born at 
Aros farm in Campbeltown in the year 1835. 
He early showed artistic predilections, having 
as a boy spent much of his time modelling clay 
that he found on his father's farm into the forms 
he saw around him. Sent to be apprenticed to 
a druggist, he, during his leisure, invented and 
developed the art of portraiture. He began by 
drawing likenesses in crayon, and then tried to 
paint them in oil. Mr. MacTaggart's tirst 
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portrait was one in black and red, and at sixteen 
he had included his employer and many others 
in his gallery of experiments. Encouraged by 
his local success, the young artist left Campbel- ' 
town for Glasgow in 1852, with a letter to Mr., 
afterwards Sir, Daniel Macnee, R.S.A. For a 
few months Mr. MacTaggart copied and painted 
portraits, and then on Macnee's advice left for 
Edinburgh, where he became a student at the 
Trustees' Academy. He was much influenced 
by R. Scott Lauder, R.S.A., then director of the 
Academy, and proved a most diligent and suc- 
cessful student, working for seven years generally 
twelve hours a day. While a student, he sup- 
ported himself mainly by portrait painting ex- 
cursions in vacation times to Ireland. W. F. 
Vallance, R.S.A., and other contemporaries, were 
similarly occupied. Referring to the struggles 
the young Edinburgh artists of the period 
1853-7, a writer familiar with them has said : 
"They were certainly a notable and gallant band 
— heroes to look back upon in the light of after- 
fame — who fought all manner of obstacles and 
privations together in the Edinburgh of fifty 
years ago. The more eminent among them — 
Orchardson, Pettie, the Grahams, Macwhirter, 
Chalmers, Hugh Cameron, and MacTaggart — 
have made a deep mark in the art of the century. 
Of varying power and brilliancy, they are all 
strong and markedly individual ; but possibly 
in respect of versatility, creative power, poetic 
subtlety, and technical charm, MacTaggart is 
far from being the least.'' His first artistic suc- 
cess dates from 1855, when he had two water 
colour portraits in the exhibition of the Royal 
Hibernian Society, Dublin. Each year there- 
after he contributed pictures both to Dublin 
and Edinburgh exhibitions, and it is significant 
of the success he had so early reached that he 
was chosen an associate of the Royal Scottish 
Academy while still only a student under 
Lauder. His first landscape proper, "The Corn- 
field," was exhibited in 1861, and that picture, 
with "The Wreck of the Hesperus"— 

** At daybreak, on the bleak sea- beach, 
A fisherman stood aghast 
To see the form of a maiden fair 
Lashed close to a drifting mast " — 

and a portrait, show the triple line which, with 
many splendid divagations, MacTaggart's prac- 
tice has followed for the last forty-five years. For 
ten or twelve years he exhibited chiefly in the 
Royal Academy, but since 1877 he has exhibited 
also in the Royal Glasgow Institute and in the 
exhibition of the Royal Water Colour Society. 
In 1870 he became R.S.A. It is needless to 
detail the long list of his works ; but among 



those which gained special fame may be men- 
tioned his diploma picture, " Dora," and another 
entitled " Enoch Arden," representing the three 
children, Enoch, Annie, and Philip, playing on 
the shore, when Annie, to appease the quarrel- 
ling boys, would say " she would be little wife to 
both." Perhaps Mr. MacTaggart's sea scenes are 
his greatest successes. Among these maybe noted 
the paintings named "Through Wind and Rain," 
" Over the Harbour Bar," " Sea Birds' Eggs," 
"For his Daily Bread," and other pictures of 
the fisherman's life afloat. Assorted with the 
paintings just named may fitly be placed " The 
Fisherman's Daughter," "Young Fishermen," 
and many other idylls of the fishing village. Of 
genuine story pictures again, perhaps his best 
known works are his "Lochaber No More," "The 
Fisherman's Yarn," and "Willie Baird," from 
Buchanan — 

*' Clasping his wee white hands round Donald's 
neck— 

' Do doggies gang to heaven ? * he would ask : 
Would Donald gang?" 

Among his more characteristic portraits are 
those of Robert Greenlees, in Glasgow Corpora- 
tion collection ; "A Father in the Kirk," "Moss 
Roses," the painter's wife and child ; "Autumn 
Leaves," the artist's self; also those of "Jeanie," 
his daughter, and another of his mother. It has 
been truly said that through all Mr. MacTaggart's 
pictures there run "a fair humanity and a bound- 
less sympathy. Everywhere are signs of the 
sensitive eye, the open heart, the understanding 
alive to nature's voice and elusive witchery." 
There can be no doubt that this Argyleshire 
artist stands in the front rank of Scottish 
painters, and though he has now passed his 
seventieth year, it is to be hoped that his work 
is still far from finished. For many years 
MacTaggart lived in Edinburgh, but I believe 
he now resides in the country, near the Moorfoot 
Hills. 

406. Mactavish, John, D.D. : Free Church 
Divine. A native of Jura, where he was bom 
in 1816, Mr. Mactavish studied for the ministry 
of the Gospel, and at the date of his death, in 
1897, he had been fifty-three years a minister — 
first in Canada, and for the last twenty years of 
his life in Inverness, during part of which time 
he was assisted by an able colleague, Rev. Mr. 
Cameron, formerly of Ardrossan. Dr. Mactavish 
was a staunch Liberal, an ardent temperance 
reformer, and a member of the Highland Land 
League. 

Dollar. W. B. R. Wilson. 

( To b( continued.) 
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COMMUNION TOKENS 

OF THE 

ESTABLISHED CHURCHES OF THE PRESBYTERIES OF KIRKWALL, CAIRSTON, 

AND NORTH ISLES. 
(Synod of Orkney.) 

The inscription on the token is shown in black type. Separate lines are indicated by vertical bars. 
The sizes are given in sixteenths of an inch, 

PRESBYTERY OF KIRKWALL. 

ST. ANDREWS AND DEEBNES8. 

Obv.— S"? AND I & I DEERNESS | 1807. 

Rev.— I COR I XI. a8. ap. Round, 16. Illustration 11. 

EVIB AND BENDAIL. 

(1) Obv.— E The initial letter of Evie. 

Rev.— R The initial letter of Rendall. Round, 12. Illustration i. 

(2) Otrv. — R. E. I 1734 The letters represent Rendall and Evie. 

Rev.— 1. H. S. I Emblems representins: the pierced and bleedlns: heart. Round, 14. 
Illustration 2. 

(3) Obv.— E & R I 1830. The letters represent Evie and Rendall. 
Rev.— LUKE XXII | 19. ao. Oval, 14 x 18. 

HOLM. 

Obv.-HOLM I 1807. 

Rev.— I COR I XI. 38, 39. Round, 16. Illustration 15. 

XntKWALL. 

(1) Obv.— ST I M. K. Representing St. Magnus, Kirkwall. 
Rev. — Blank. Round, 14. Illustration 19. 

(2) Obv.— ST MAGNUS. I. CORINTH. XI. 23 in oval, with ornamental line in centre. 
Rev.-"THE LORD KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE HIS" in oval, wth ornamental 

line in centre. Oval, 18 x 26. Illustration 21. 

9 SOUTH BONALDBHAT. 

Obv.— S? I RONALDSAY & BURRA | PARISHES | I. WATSON MIN» | 1809. 
Rev.— I. COR. XI. 34 I **Thls do in | remembrance | of me." Oblong, with cut corners, 

12^ X 18. Illustration 12. 

ST. MART'S S0T7TH BONALDBHAT. 

Obv.-PARISH OF I ST MARY'S | SOUTH RONALDSHAY. The first and last lines are 
in curve. 

Rev.~*'Tliis do in | remembrance | of me." | I Cor XI. 34. Oblong, with cut corners, 

12 X 17. 

PRESBYTERY OF CAIRSTON. 

BIRSAT AND HABRAT. 

(1) Obv.— B. The initial letter of Birsay. 

Rev. — H I 1722. The letter represents H array. Square, 11. Illustrations. 

(2) Obv. — B representing Birsay. 

Rev. — H I 1779 The letter represents H array. Square, 11. Illustration 4. 

FIRTH AND BTBNNES& 

(1) Obv.— F The initial letter of Firth. 

Rev. — S representing Stenness. Square, 12. Illustration 16. 

(2) Obv.— FIRTH. STENNESS. in oval, v/ith ornamental line in centre. 

Rev.— *'Do this in remembrance of me." in oval, with LUKE XXII. 19 in centre. Oval, 

16 X 26. Illustration 20. 
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ESTABLISHED CHURCHES OF THE SYNOD OF ORKNEY. 



PLATE XXII. 
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HOY AND aBASMSAT. 

Obv.— Q & H. representing Graemsay and Hoy. 

Rev.— 1 COR I XI. a8. ap. Roun^ isi- Illustration 6. 

ORFHIR. 

(1) Obv. — O R, The first two letters of name of parish. 
Rev. — Blank. Square, 9. Illustration 7. 

(2) Obv. — O R. Both letters are about same size. 
Rev. — Blank. Oblong, g x 12 J. Illustration 8. 

(3) Obv. — O. The initial letter of name of parish. 

Rev.^I COR I XI. a8, ap* Round, 16. Illustration 9. 

BANDWICK. 

Obv.-SANDWICK I 1834. 

Rev.— I COR XI I a6— ap- Oval, 13 x 18. 

BTR0MNE8S. 

Obv.— STROMNBSS. I. COR. XI. a8. 29. around outside, with KIRK i MDCCCXXXVII. 

in centre. 

Rev.— LUKE | XXII. 19. ao. | **Tiil8 do in | remembrance | of me." Oval, 15 x 18^. 
Illustration 14. 

WALLS. 

Obv.— WALLS. 

Rev.— 1814. Oval, 124 x 17. 

PRESBYTERY OF NORTH ISLES. 

0B0S8 AND BUBNE8B. 

Obv.-PARISH OF I CROSS & | BURNESS. 

Rev.— This do in | remembrance | of me." | LOKE. aa. 19. Oblong, with cut corners, 
12 X 16^. 

LADY. 

(1) Obv. — L* (incuse) representing Lady Kirk. 
Rev.— Blank. Oblong, 11 x 12. Illustration 17. 

(2) Obv.— LK The initials for Lady Kirk. 
Rev.— Blank. Oblong, 10 x 11. 1 

NORTH RONALDSHAT. 

Obv. — N. R. I 1 83 1 The initial letters of name of parish. 
Rev. — Blank. Round, 14. Illustration 18. 

ROUBAT AND BGILSHAT. 

(1) Obv.— A heavy cross in centre of field, with no inscription. 
Rev. — Blank. Round, 14. Illustration 13. 

(2) Obv. — A llsrht cross in centre of field, with no inscription. 
Rev, — Same as obverse. Round, 13 

SHAPIN8HAY. 

Obv. — SHAPINSHAV. in semicircle around the top, with 1805 in centre of field. 
Rev. — Blank. Round, 13. Illustration 3. 

STRONBAT. 

Obv. — K. S. representing Kirk Stronsay. 

Rev. — I. A. M. I 1791. The A.M. in monogram. (John Anderson was minister at this date.) 
Square, 11. Illustration 10. 

WEBTRAY AND PAPA-WBSTRAY. 

Obv.— WESTRAY. 

Rev.— «'This do I in i remembrance | of me." Oval, 14 x 17. 

Note. — Flotta and Pharay, in the Presbytery of Cairston ; Eday and Pharay, in the Presbytery of the 

North Isles, have no tokens. 

To be continued, 

41 Caimfield Place. James Anderson. 
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THE ESTATE OF KINCALDRUM. 

Since the " House of Gordon " was published 
I have discovered that Alexander Gordon, one 
of the sons of the fifth laird of Gight, described 
there as " in Burngraynes," afterwards had the 
estate of Kincaldrum, in Forfarshire. The estate 
has had a curious history. Alexander Guthrie 
of Kincaldrum married Marion Graham, daugh- 
ter of John Graham of Claverhouse. The con- 
tract, dated Oct. 28, 161 5, binds his father to put 
Alexander in fee of the barony of Kincaldrum. 
Alexander died before his father without issue. 
He sold the barony of Kincaldrum to Sir John 
Blair of Balgills, Nov. 29, 1633. The Blairs did 
not retain it long, as they were succeeded in it 
by Alexander Gordon, from a female member of 
whose family [Ann Gordon, his daughter, was 
heir to her brother, George, who died in 1658] 
it was acquired in or about 1659 by Alexander 
Bower, fiar of Kincieich, and son of Bower of 
Dallgeislio, as "heir of provision of George 
Gordon, fiar of Kincaldrum." 

The first Bower of Kincaldrum— the grand- 
father of Alexander Bower who was laird in 
1684-5— was ^ burgess of Dundee. Alexander 
Bower, younger, was Dean of Guild in 1649. 
Alexander Bower, the laird of Kincaldrum, 
1684-85, was also at the same time the laird of 
Easter Meathie, Patrick Bower, brother of Alex- 
ander, being proprietor of Kinnettles as also of 
Wester Meathie. The Bowers of Kincaldrum 
retained possession of the estate until 1692. 
James Bower, the then proprietor, appears to 
have sold the estate to Alexander Graham of 
Balmuir (who had a bond on the property) by 
private family arrangement. On March 8, 1700, 
Alexander Bower was restored in the estate of 
Kincaldrum. In 1734 it came into possession 
of James Bower, probably on the death of Alex- 
ander. The lands continued in the possession 
of the Bovvers until near the end of the i8th 
century, when we find the property in posses- 
sion of G. Webster. About 1796 we again find 
Graham Bower the proprietor. He was the last 
Bower who held the lands. 

In 1 81 8 he sold Kincaldrum to Robert Stirling 
Graham of Altenant. A Blair of Dalthayoch 
married a Bower of Invereightly about 1630. 
On Nov. 19, 1650, Grizel Bower, spouse of 
Andrew Gray, heir of Jean Bower, daughter of 
the late James Bower, was restored in half of 
the dominical lands of Invereightly. Kinnettles 
was acquired by Patrick Bower in the middle of 
the 17th century. It remained in his possession 
till 1801. 

The last Bower who lived at Meathie sold it 
about 1800 to Provost Watt The Forfar town 



house of the Bowers was turned into the old 
Salutation Hotel at the East Port. The repre- 
sentative of the Bower family, formerly of 
Meathie, Kincaldrum, and many of the For£a.r- 
shire estates, is (or was recently) Admiral 
Bower, a landlord in Fifeshire. One of his sons 
was Captain Bower, the Tibetan traveller ; an- 
other was killed by savages on the Solomon 
Islands. The late Mr. Bower, granite merchant, 
Aberdeen, was a near kinsman. 

J. M. B. 

* 

Mr. J. P. Edmond's "Aberdeen Printers" 
—AN Omission (2nd S., VII., 100).— The proof 
of the omission is indirect rather than direct, 
but the matter stands thus : In Dunlop's 
" Memoirs of William Guthrie of Fenwick" 
(Wodrow's " Select Biographies," Vol. ll.,p. 53) 
he gives — 

**A Clear, Attractive, Warm Beam of Light, 
from Christ the Sun of Life, leading to Himself: 
wherein is held forth a clear, sound, and easy 
way of a Soul's particular closing with God, in 
the Covenant of Free Grace, to the full ending 
and clearing all debates thereanent. Printed at 
Aberdeen by J. B. 1657." 61 pp., i2mo. 

The occasion of the booklet is thus explained — 
'*Some unknown person came by a copy of a 
few imperfect notes of some sermons that Mr. 
Guthrie had preached upon the 55th of Isaiah 
with a relation to personal covenanting: and 
without the smallest intimation of his design 
made to him, printed them in a small pamphlet." 
The publication appeared without an author's 
name, but rumour assigning it to Guthrie, that 
famous divine undertook the composition of the 
"Christian's Great Interest" to make his real 
opinions known. J. C ALDER Ross. 



Mr. Andrew Lanc's Descent from the 
Ancient House of Comyn (pp. 91, 103). — 
Marjory Leslie, first wife of Provost Gumming 
of Elgin, had only a remote connection with the 
family of Kininvie. In Dr. Cramond's "Ex- 
tracts from the Kirk Session Records of Elgin " 
(Elgin, 1897), there is the following entry : — 

i6th January, 1633. — George Cuming, son to 
George Cuming in Lochnavandiche, ratified promise 
of mariage to Marjory Leslie, daughter to William 
Leslie, bailzie, burgis of Elgin. 

In Col. Leslie's "Family of Leslie'' (III., 322), 
this William Leslie is said to be a son of Andrew 
Leslie, second goodman of Bucharn, whose 
father, Andrew, first goodman of Bucharn, was 
fourth son of John Leslie, second Baron of 
Wardis. S. R. 

Boharm. 
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A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF EDINBURGH 
PERIODICAL LITERATURE (V., 20, etc.) 

(Continued from Vol. V 11.^ 2nd S.^page \o2,) I 

I 

[Supplementary.] 

1691. Dublin Intelligence, giving a true Account I 
of the Killing ot Several Rapparees in Ireland. I 
No. 38. Published by Authority. Single sheet 
folio. From Tuesday, June 9, to Wednesday, | 
June i6, 1691. Printed at Dublin and Reprinted 
at Edinburgh, Anno Dom., 1691. This single 
number is in the Advocates Library. It is un- 
known whether there were others. 

The whole contents of this odd sheet is a grim 
catalogue of the slaughter or capture of Irish 
Rapparees. This extract will suffice as an ex- 
ample:— 

" On Sanday last Collonel Beecher. Lieutenant Collonel 
Moore, and Captain Bernard, with the Militia under 
their command, mai*cheU from Wlntervaiy into the 
enemies' Quarters, IciUed between forty and fifty 
Bapparees, brought off 1,100 head of Blaclc Cattle, 
1,206 sheep, and 100 Qarrans, and returned to their 
respective Quarters without the least loss." 

The Rapparees were the irregular Irish soldiers, 
who carried pikes and took part in the wars oi 
1688-92. Their characteristics made their name 
synonymous with bandit, robber, freebooter. 

1699. The History of the Works of the Learned: 
or an Impartial Account of Books lately printed 
in all farts of Europe. With a particular Rela- 
tion of the State of Learning in each Country. 

This literary periodical was started in London 
in January, 1699, being printed for H. Rhodes at 
the Star, near Fleet Street. It was 60 pp., small 
4to. 

''We shall be very sparing of our censures. . . It 
is our design to keep a medium betwixt tedious ex- 
tracts and superficial catalogues mode up out of Title 
and Preface." 

The journal penetrated to Scotland, and in April, 
1699, a reprint was undertaken by James Watson 
of Edinburgh. He used the same extended title, 
and in his first issue explained his position : — 

"The undertakers of Reprinting this IlUtoru here 
think (the price being easy) it may be of singular use. 
After the pablishing of it in London, they have a copy 
sent by the next post, and will be published in eignt 
days after it comes to their hand : which will be long 
before the Booksellers can have their London copies 
sent down to them : and besides, the price is a third 
part less than what they are bought for at London, 
and not half of what those London copies are sold 
for here." 

The imprint ran, *• Edinburgh : printed by James 
Watson, and sold by John Vallange at his shop 
a little above the Cross. 1699. Price 7 Pence." 
The April number was 56 pp. , small 4to, the same 
size as the London issue. Watson printed at 
least eight monthly issues, the last known being 
that for November, 1699. It is probable that no 



further reprints were made. The copy of the 
History in theAdvocates Library substitutes these 
eight numbers for the English original, and after 
November, 1699, reverts to the London is.sue, 
which continued till 17 11 at least. 

1699. The Edinburgh Gazette. No. i. February 
28— March 2, 1699. Mr. Aldis gives J. Reid as 
the printer of No. i. '1 hereafter the imprint ran, 
" Edinburgh : printed by James Watson, in Craigs 
Close, on the North Side of the Cross." Smgle 
sheet folio, two columns. No. 42 and onwards 
were printed by J. Reid. The reason of the 
transference is unknown, although in 1705 the 
editor of the Gazette affirmed "he found it in his 
interest to disengage himself of" Watson. 

The projector of the Gazette was James Donald- 
son, who had had a varied career before he settled 
down as *' the writer of the Gazette,^' as he calls 
himself, or the Gazetteer " as he is named in the 
Records of the Privy Council. In one of his 
petitions to that august body, he says of himself 
that, 

" Having levied a company of foot at his own charge, 
anno 1689, and having served in the Earl of Angus's 
Regiment [the Cameronians] till the same was reduced 
from 20 to 13 companies, by which experiences and 
being quite out of the way of business, ho was so in- 
volved in dnbt that in a few years after all his means 
were quite exhausted." 

For a livelihood he turned to journalism. A strict 
censorship was at the time exercised over all 
printed matter, but Donaldson braved the wrath 
of the authorities by sending out his first number 
before his project received their imprimatur. 
Formal authority was granted on March 10, 1699, 
and as the event has much historical significance, 
I give in extenso the Act of the Privy Council 
" in favors of James Donaldson for printing the 
Gazette ":— 

•'Anent the petition given in to the Lords of his 
Majesty's Privy CoudcIU be James Donaldson, merchant 
in Edinburgh, shewing that the petitioner doeth 
humbly conceivs the publishing of ane Gazett in this 
place containeing ane abridgment of fforaigne newes, 
togither with the occurrances at home, may be both 
useful! and satisHeing to the leidges, and actually hath 
published one or two to see how it may be liked, and 
so farr as he could understand, the project was 
approved of by very many. And therefore, humbly 
supplicating the said Lords to the effect after men- 
tioned: The Lords of his Majesty's Privy Councill, 
haveing considered this petition given in to them by 
the above James Donaldson, They doe hereby grant 
full warrand and authority to the petitioner for 
publishing the above Gazett, and discharges any other 
persones whatsoever to pen or publish the like, under 
the penalties of forfaulting all the coppies to the 
petitioner, and farder payment to him of the somme 
of ane hundred pounds Scots money by and attour the 
forsaid confiscation and forfaulture, and recommends 
to the Lord High Chancellor to nominat and appoint a 
particular persone to be supervisor of the said Gaxetts 
before they be exposed to pubiict view, printed, or 
sold." 

In addition to this act, Donaldson had " a yearly 
allowance from the Royal Burghs" to print 
Scottish news. 
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Donaldson does not appear to have stood un- 
aided, at least at the beginning. He h^d one ' 
noble patron whose name unfortunately has been 
lost. Soon after the start of the journal, he wrote ' 
to this patron detailing to him the trouble he was 
encountering, as well as the progress he was 
making: — 

"It grows daily better, and I doubt not but in a very 
short time it may prove a very profitable thing, but I 
meet with a ^at deal of enviers, for not only is Mrs. 
Anderson usug all her endeavours against me, but I ' 
have the envy of such as keep coffee houses and those > 
who used to write new letters, so that it is very hard 
for me to keep a sure footing where so many eyes are 
upon me and waiting for my halting." 

Mrs. Anderson's opposition arose from the strict 1 
way in which she construed the rights that had , 
been conferred upon her husband and continued ' 
to herself. Nothing that was remotely connected ' 
with government would she consent to appearing 
— a somewhat curious fact in view of the present ' 
position of the Gazette, This, however, was not I 
Donaldson's only hindrance. He continues : — 

" I find myself at a little Inconveniency in printing of 
the Qcaetu^ for, besides Mrs. Anderson, who requires 
me in her instrument to employ her, the man who 
printed my book of Husbandry [Watson] alleges I 
wrong him in going by now. And this man now 
employed in printing the Gavttit I cannot handsomely 
leave, in respect he wrought for me at the beginning 
when none would undertake it. So that I am resolved 
to serve all alike, to provide myself with a press and 
as much letter as will do it." 

For five years Donaldson went on with his work 
until he again was involved in considerable diffi- | 
culties. These arose out of the starting of the 1 
Edinburgh Courant by Adam Boig in February, 1 
1705. Donaldson considered that he had the 
monopoly of printing a newspaper in the capital, 
and lodged a protest with the Privy Council 
against the apparent infringement of his rights in 
the permission extended to Boig. His motion, , 
however, in some way failed. Boig tried every 
expedient to oust his rival from the good graces 
of the citizens. He undersold him to the extent 
of 4s. per quire. Donaldson retaliated by also 
reducing his price, but Boig carried on the warfare 
by declaring that the Courant was superior both 
in home and foreign news, and that Donaldson 
had ceased to have any interest in the Gazette, 
This last event took place on May 7, 1705. Donald- 
son answered that the unscrupulous methods of 
his rival had actually reduced him to the verge of 
ruin. As he said : — * 

*' Being disabled to carry on the GomIU by all those 
means, . . he left off publishing thereof the 7th of 
May last, but gave no power to John Bissat [who seems 
to have been Donaldson's partner], but a bare permis- 
sion during pleasiu*e." 

Soon Boig got into trouble, as shall be told in its 
proper place, and the Privy Council exercised a 
sovereign impartiality by suspending both the 
Gazette and the Courant on June 26, 1705, al- 
though Donaldson had no part in Boig's offence. 

* The whole controversy can be read at length in the *• Mait- 
land Miscellany," Vol. II. 



This was hard treatment, and the Council seemed 
soon to realise this, for, while not interfering with 
the licence they had gived to Boig, they removed 
the " stop " on the Gazette on July 24, 1705. 

The rivalry with the Courant continued un- 
abated, and in 1707 the Gazette was again forced 
to suspend publication. " The Edinburgh Courant 
Reviewed" (S. N. S» Q., 2nd S., V., 181) states 
that in March, 1707, 

"of late the same (i.e., the GuzetU) Ims been laid aaide 
as a thing that cannot be profitably carried on." 

It was, however, resumed in that month, for the 
British Museum has a copy of date March 25, 
1707. It was continued to 1708. [See below — 
Scots Postman^ 1708, 1709, 1714; Edinburgh 
Gazette, 1709 ; New Edinburgh Gazette, 1710.] 
26 Circus Drive, W. J. Couper. 

Glasgow. 

* 

The Fourth Duke of Gordon and the 
Catholics.— In ** The Catholics of Scotland," 
by Rev. ^neas McDonell Dawson, LL.D., 
F.R.S. (London, Ontario, 1890), pp. 651-2, it is 
stated : — "The loss of the foreign [Roman 
Catholic] colleges rendered it necessary that 
the Bishops should direct their attention towards 
enlarging the seminaries at home. It happened 
at the time that a very eligible property m the 
Enzie, near Gordon Castle, was for sale. The 
purchase had many advocates, especially Bishop 
Geddes. Bishop Hay dreaded the expense 
which it would entail. Finally, after a great 
deal of serious discussion, the idea of purchas- 
ing was abandoned. It would, no doubt, have 
been highly advautageous to have a college in 
such a choice locality. The vicinity of the ducal 
palace would have been a tower of strength, for 
the Dukes of Gordon, although now Protestant 
inherited the ancestral will to befriend the 
Catholics. Duke Alexander, at that time head 
of the ancient house, showed his mind on the 
subject in a very decided and public manner. 
One day, at a county meeting, there arose a dis- 
cussion as to the loyal dispositions of the various 
denominations, when his Grace of Gordon con- 
fidently said that, after a thorough examination 
of matters, he would take it on himself to answer 
for the Roman Catholics to a man. It was also 
a great recommendation of the property proposed 
that the majority of the surroundmg population 
was Catholic. There was only one objection to 
so eligible a site for a Catholic college — the 
pecuniary difficulty which it would occasion.' 
It is noted (p. 645) that when at Scalan Bishop 
Geddes had "the honour of a visit from his 
Grace the Duke of Gordon and Mr. Menzies 
of Pitfodels. On the following day Bishop 
Chisholm arrived from the Highlands, and was 
introduced to the potentate of the North." 
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CHRISTIAN LINDSAY. 
Alexander Montgomery, author of that old 
classic, "The Cherry and the Slae" (Dr. Irving 
strangely enough excludes him from the " His- ; 
tory of Scottish Poetry," 1861), wrote a sonnet 1 
to Robert Hudson, an English hanger-on at the I 
Court, in Edinburgh, extolling him as his best- 
beloved brother of the poetic band, and com- 
plaining of neglect, living " upo' land or raw reid 
hcrrin* reistit in the reek," and carelessly finish- 
ing with this couplet :— ! 
Quhen we are deid thot all our dayis but daifs, 
Lat Christen Lyndsay wryte our epitaphs. ' 
Hudson also apparently indited some verses on ' 
the lady, which have perished. I say lady ad- " 
visedly, for Christian has never been a masculine 
name in Scotland, although it is common enough : 
in Germany. The lad/s answer, however, has ; 
been preserved, and in her sonnet she roundly 
upbraids the Englisher for his ingratitude to 
Montgomery. It is so pithy that 1 transcribe it, 
regretting that it is the only sample extant of : 
her ability 

Christian Lindsay to Robert Hudson, 
Oft have I heard, but ofter found it true, 

That courtiers' kindness lasts but for a while ; 
Frae ance your turns be sped, why then adieu, 
Your promised friendship passes in exile. 
But, Robin, faith ! you did me not beguile ; 
I hopit aye of you as of the lave. 

If thou had wit, thou wald have mony a wile 
To mak' thyseP be knawin for a knave. 
Montgomerie, that such hope did once conceive 

Of thy guid-will, now finds all is forgotten ; 
Tho* nocht but kindness he did at the crave, 
He finds thy friendship as it ripes is rotten. 
The smeeky smith cures not his passit travel, 
But leaves him lingering, deein' o' the gravel. 
The last two lines are enigmatical, but the whole 
poem is an unmistakable slap in the face. .All 
our annotators on early Scottish poetry profess 
to know nothing of this Christian Lmdsay. 
However, I think we can trace the lady. In the 
" Howff," of Dundee, that unique cemetery of 
the 17th century, there is a slab with this inscrip- 
tion : — " David Lindsay placed this stone in re- 
membrance of his wife. Christian Rutherford, 
adorned by piety and virtue, and accomplished 
in Greek, Latin, and French literature. She 
died 9th November, 1603, aged 40." Now this 
must have been an eminently learned lady of 
that remote period— the poetess herself ; she 
evidently exercised her talents in writing elegies 
on departed friends, which would be circulated 
in manuscript, and in this way come under the 
notice of Montgomery and Hudson ; but the 
lady died before either of them, and therefore 
we have not their epitaphs. Alba. 
Melbourne, Australia. 



The MacWilliams.— In reference to my 
note in your last issue at p. 85, the following 
minute, dated 4th July, 1728, from the Sasine 
Registers of Banftshire, brings down the 
McWilliams in Corries another generation : — 

" Seasine in favour of Peter McWilliam, lawfull 
son of the deceast William McWilliam in Corres, 
of All & Haill an yearly @ rent of two hundred and 
fifty merks Scots money, or such an annual rent as 
shall by law correspond to the principall sum of five 
thousand merks money forsaid, to be uplifted . . 
furth of All and Haill The pleugh of Land of Tom- 
bea, and Two Oxgate Lands of Nether Clashmore, 
. . Proceeding on a Precept of Clare Constat 
granted by His Grace, Alex' Duke of Gordon, in 
favour of the said Peter McWilliam, Redeemable by 
the said Duke of Gordon upon payment of the 
principall sum & {(t rent thereof . 



Banff, 

1 8th Dec, 1905. 



James Grant. 



(Slueries* 



691. BuRNS*s Lines at Stirling. — On p. 113 
of the second volume of the "Poetical Works of 
Robert Burns " (Aldinc Edition of the British Poets), 
the lines which Burns inscribed on a pane of glass 
in Wingate's Inn (now the Golden Lion Hotel), 
Stirling, are given, and a footnote is added in the 
following terms : — " These miserable lines appear to 
! have been written when Burns visited Stirling in 
1787, and were printed, with three answers to them 
I severely rebuking the author, in a pamphlet entitled, 
* Animadversions on some poets and poetasters of 
^ the present age, especially R — -t B — s and J — n 

L k [Robert Burns and JoHn Lapraik], with a 

I contrast of some of a former age,' by James Maxwell, 
I poet in Paisley in I788." This pamphlet is now 
I scarce. Neither the Advocates Library, Edinburgh, 
nor the Mitchell Library, Glasgow, possesses a copy. 
Can any reader oblige by giving a transcription of 
the three answers to Burns^s lines ? Are the answers 
to be found in any work other than the pamphlet 
above mentioned ? William Harvey. 

6^. Millar of Earnock. — Alexander Millar of 
Earpock married, 21st July, 17 15, a daughter of 
Sir James Colquhoun of Luss (Burke). I shall be 
glad if any reader can oblige me with information 
regarding Millars of Earnock about the year 1700. 

J. W. Graham, Col. 

Avonturn, Rugby Road, 
Worthing. 

693. "Ancient History of Caledonia." — Mr. 
Jonathan Gauld, 2 Meadowbank Avenue, Edinburgh, 
I consults me regarding a small book which he picked 
up a few years ago, and he has never seen it referred 
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to. It purports to be a translation from the records 
carried away from Scotland by Edward I. It is 
titled, "Ancient History of Caledonia," written by 
St. Chaldean and the other saints of the Chaldean 
faith, and chiefly by the Johnstones, who held the 
Royal pen for many hundred years, translated from 
the Latin by the Rev. Duncan McGregor, R.C., 
pastor, Lochaber, and published by John McLaren, 
seaman, Dunning (no date). Is the above work 
genuine? Robert Murdoch. 

694. The Castlehill and Stocket Wood of 
Aberdeen. — On nth December, 1493, Andrew 
Wood of Overblairton obtained from James IV. a 
charter under the Great Seal of the Castlehill and 
Stocket Wood of Aberdeen. The charter being a 
distinct infringement of former royal grants to the 
town of Aberdeen, the community strenuously op- 
posed it, and took action for the protection and 
vindication of their rights, being ultimately success- 
ful in maintaining them. The historians of Aber- 
deen who refer to the incident erroneously attribute 
the ineffective grant to have been made to Sir 
Andrew Wood of Largo, the Scottish Admiral, and 
some of them narrate that Sir Andrew sailed north 
with two of his ships for the purpose of taking forc- 
ible possession of the property conferred upon him. 

As a matter of fact. Sir Andrew Wood of Largo 
was an entirely different individual from Andrew- 
Wood of Overblairton, the recipient of the grant ; 
and it is doubtless from the fact that these two con- 
temporaries bore the same name that confusion has 
arisen between them, not only in connection with 
the incident referred to, but in other instances that 
might be mentioned. While it is possible that Sir 
Andrew Wood of Largo may have appeared off 
Aberdeen with his two ships, it is conclusive that it 
was not for the purpose of taking forcible posses- 
sion of the property for himself, and the statement 
to that effect is therefore erroneous. Can any of 
your readers say whether there is any contemporary 
authority that would show whether Sir Andrew 
Wood actually appeared off Aberdeen with his two 
ships at the period referred to ? 

J. M. a. W. 

695. Castle Gordon, near Musselburgh. — 
Theodore Gordon, major, Indian army, was served 
heir to his aunt, Helen Frances, at Castle Gordon, 
near Musselburgh. She died 1869. Where is Castle 
Gordon, and what Gordons owned it ? 

J. M. B. 

696. Peter Gordon, Crofts of Glenbucket. 
— He made his will at Crofts, November 16, 1747. 
A summary of it will be found in the Hun fly Express 
of January 5, 1905. From the Glenbucket Register 
I learn he had the following issue : — 

Alexander, baptised March 7, 1738. 
John, baptised May 11, 174 1. 
Mary, baptised February 14, 173 1. 
Jean, baptised June 17, 1746. 



What relation, if any, was he to the Gordons who 
owned Glenbucket? J. M. B. 

697. Ardmurchin. — Lieut. Archibald Gordon 
(born 1754) was a son of the eleventh laird of Gight, 
and his surname was Gordon, not Davidson, as 
stated in the "House of Gordon." He became 
lieutenant in the 53rd Regiment, August 2, 1775 ; 
was a prisoner during the American War, and, ac- 
cording to the Aberdeen jfournal of the period, died 
at Ardmurchin, November 28, 1792. Where is 
Ardmurchin ? J. M. B. 

698 A Land Measurement Term. — I am some- 
what puzzled about an expression in a document of 
1613, on which I should like some information. 
The distance between one given point and another 
is said to be ** three pair of butts." Does this refer 
to the distance of a bow-shot, or what ? 

Lawyer. 

699. The Name "Caesar." — Can any of your 
readers give me any information as to the coat of 
arms and motto of the above family ? 

J. J. W. L. 

700. John Pearson's Ancestry. — I wish to 
find the ancestry of a John Pearson, who, I think, 
came of the family of Pearson of Balmades, Forfar. 
He was married at St. Clement Danes Church, 
Strand, to Sarah Fletcher, on the 8th of September, 
1765, and as far as I know resided in London till 
1^86-7. He was a tea merchant in Holborn, and 
was for a time in partnership with a Henry Fyffe (a 
Forfar name. His arms were the same as the 
Balmades family. There was a John Pearson of 
Balmades born about 1743 or -4, who might possibly 
be the same. Can any reader give me any informa- 
tion as to this ? If so, I should be obliged if they 
would communicate with me. 

A. J. C. Guimaraens. 

115 The Grove, 

Eahng, London, W. 

* 

Hnswers. 



467. Allan Glen (2nd S., VII., 61).— I send my 
thanks across the ocean to S. W. for his persistent 
research into the history of this benefactor to Glas- 
gow, and for ascertaining the precise date of Glen's 
death, which otherwise* might have been unknown. 
S. W. has done well. I think a tablet to Glen 
should be placed in the school, with dates thereon 
for the benefit of all concerned. Nisbet, in his 
*' Heraldry," particularises a prominent Glen family 
in Renfrewshire, and I have seen copies of charters 
and deeds wherein **Alanus Glen" occurred fre- 
quently as witness. Alua. 

Melbourne, Australia. 
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6a6, AcHNACH (2nd S., VII., 46).^This name 
means " field near the burn or water," from Gaelic 
'•achadh" (ach'-a)— field ; "na"~ofthe; "ach" 
(obsolete) —water, stream. 

John Milne, LL.D. 

666. Rev. James Anderson, D.D. (2nd S.,VII., 
93, no).— W. B. R. W. describes Anderson as "chief 
clerk of the flock [?] and annuities of the South Sea 
Bank.'* This is obviously *' stock." 

William Harvey. 

669. Quotation Source (2nd S., VII., 93, no). 
— The lines inquired about by W. B. R. W. in the 
December issue will be found in Hogg's Weekly 
Instructor, Vol. V., No. 128, August 7, 1847, P- 374 
(note at foot of page). They occur in the first of a 
series of articles on "James Hogg, the Ettrick 
Shepherd,** written by Henry Scott Riddell himself 
a poet and Church of Scotland minister. The lines 
run thus: — 

"The Ettrick poet, he cam' owre, 
A clifty, clever chiel, man ; 
Bnt Jamie Battie. frae Daebeth, 
Beat him by half a heel, man." 

Riddell says there were other verses, but the above 
alone remained in his recollection. There can be no 
doubt about the application to " James Hogg, the 
Ettrick Shepherd," who in his prime was famous for 
speed of foot, and generally successful in competi- 
tions for running and leaping. W. S. 



The variant with which I have been most familiar 
runs : — 

•* Cripple Dick upon a «tick, 
And Sandy on a soo, 
Bide awa' to Oallowa' 
And buy a pun' o' '00'.' 

JUVENIS. 



The following variant of the rhyme on p. 110, 
5. N. &* Q,, was current in my schooldays : — 

" Peter Dick upon a stick, 
An' Sanny on a soo, 
Bide awa' tae Aiberdeen 
An' buy a pun' o' '00'." 

J. M. 

675. John Grant of Glengairn (2nd S.,VII., 
23, 94).— When "Alba" put the question to me in 
the December issue of S. N, Q. as to the when 
and where of Mr. Grant's death, I was ignorant of 
the facts. Our course through life having taken 
different directions, we had fallen out of acquaintance, 
and I knew no more than that he was dead. How- 
ever, upon enquiring in Glengairn, I was informed that 
his relatives had all left that quarter, but if applica- 
tion were made to Mr. McHardy, chief constable, 
Inverness, whose wife is a sister of Mr. Grant, the 
necessary particulars might be obtained. To that 
gentleman I therefore applied, and he very kindly 
sent me the following: — "The late John Grant 
whom you refer to died at Camden, N.S.VV.,on 25th 



February, 1884, and was buried in the R.C. cemetery 
there." Geo. Sim. 

678. Perthshire Literature (2nd S., VII., 
106). — ** Celtic's" order is a rather large one. If he 
consults the ** Proceedings of the Society of Anti- 
quaries of Scotland" for igoo-1901, he will find at 
pp. 431-638 an extensive list of travels, tours, jour- 
neys, voyages, cruises, excursions, wanderings, 
rambles, visits, etc., relating to Scotland. The list 
was compiled by Sir Arthur Mitchell, K.C.B., and 
contains many books which refer to Perthshire. 
Marshall's " Historic Scenes in Perthshire" is worth 
consulting. Articles dealing with the southern fringe 
of the county are to be found in *'The Stirling 
Antiquary," three vols., edited by Mr. W. B. Cook, 
and in '* Local Notes and Queries," two vols., edited 
by the same gentleman. William Harvey. 

679. Scott's "Tales of a Grandfather " (2nd 
S., VII., 106). — Your correspondent refers to the 
first edition of this book, which he thinks was pub- 
lished in 1828. I have three volumes presumably 
much the same as this — the title page bears the 
following inscription: "Tales of a Grandfather, being 
Stories taken from Scottish History, humbly in- 
scribed to Hugh Littlejohn, Esq. In three volumes 
(second series). Printed for Cadell & Coy., Edin- 
burgh, by Simpkin & Marshall. London, etc." 
Dated 1829. 

The dedication on front page in shape of a letter 
to the above, calls him "his dear child," and finishes 
up with •* My dearest Child, Your very affectionate 
Grandfather, Walter Scott." Dated— Abbotsford, 
15th October, 1828. 

The binding is of plain grey mill-board, with brown 
leather back, and gilt letters ; size 5^ in. by 34 in. 
This may possibly be the one referred to. 

J. J. W. Lamb. 

684. D. Macgregor Peter, "Heraldist" (2nd 
S., VII., 107).-— "Alba" may note that a D. Gregor 
McPeter contributed several articles on heraldry and 
kindred topics to the London Journal — long defunct. 
I have cuttings dating from March to August, 1848, 
but not having seen a complete file of the above 
journal, cannot give further information. From the 
style of writing, they appear to be the work of a 
middle-aged man, who, if alive, must certainly be 
"very old," but I fancy he has joined the great 
majority. Short notices were sometimes contributed 
by D. Alpin McPeter, D. McPeter, and David M. 
Peter, which seems to help us to get his full name, 
presumably David McGregor Peter. 

Robert Murdoch. 

686. Capt. Alex. Sinclair Gordon and Capt. 
James Alex. Gordon (2nd S., VII., 107).— The 
former was a son of Charles Gordon, 12th of Aber- 
geldie, and died June 30, 1837, aged 77. He was 
adjutant to the London and Westminster volunteers. 
The latter was probably Admiral James Alexander 
Gordon ( 1782- 1869) of the Wardhouse family. See 
D,N.B. J. M. B. 
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687. Sir John Sinclair, ist Bart, of Steven- 
SON AND Murkle (2nd S., VII., 107).— The follow- 
ing may be helpful : — Alexander Sinclair, Earl of 
Caithness, died in 1765. . . He was succeeded 
in the property by Sir John Sinclair of Stevenson 
as heir-substitute under the entail executed by the ; 
earl of his lands of Murkle and others." — Calder's j 
** History of Caithness," 2nd ed., p. 201. In his ; 
notes to this edition, p. 333, Mr. Thomas Sinclair, a j 
well-known authority upon Caithness family history, . 
says that the Stevenson family is " a branch of the ' 
Roslins senior to the Caithness earls." 

J. Calder Ross. 

690. Pebble CHukc/i Token (2nd S.,VII., 108). 
— Mr. James Anderson, 41 Cairnfield Place, Aber- 
deen, would feel grateful if Mr. Lamb would allow 
him a personal inspection of the token. The token 
would be carefully returned, along with an opinion 
regarding it. Ed. 



Xiterature* 



The Tartans of the Clans and Septs of Scot- 1 
landy with the Anns 0/ the Chief. In two royal , 
8vo volumes. 63s. net. W. & A. K. Johnston, ' 
Limited, Edinburgh and London. 

This superb work is by far the finest illus- 
trated digest upon the subject that has yet ap- 
peared. It contains, in addition to the succitlct 
history of each clan, sept, and family, 219 plates ! 
of tartans which are delicately produced, 21 
coloured plates giving the arms of 141 heads of 
families, and a coloured map of Scotland in the 
sixteenth century, divided into clan districts. 
The aim has been to give those interested a 
facsimile of every tartan that could be traced. 
Many are no longer in use, whilst not a few 
have been invented in recent times. The sub- 
scribers' names appeared in Volume I., and the 
edition was limitea to 540 copies, of which 520 I 
were offered for sale. j 

Tree Planting in NataL By T. R. Sim, I 
F.L.S., F.R.H.S. ; being Bulletin No. 7, Depart- j 
ment of Agriculture, Natal. The work consists 
of 26 chapters on the kinds of trees suitable for 
the different latitudes in Natal, the methods of 
raising these, and the value and characteristics 
of the varieties. It comprises 354 pages demy 
8vo, and has 102 illustrations, mostly from Natal 
photographs. Price, 2s. 6d., post free. Obtain- 
able from the Stationery Storekeeper, Colonial ^ 
Offices, Pietermaritzburg. 

This comprehensive work does the author ^ 
vast amount of credit, and must be of much 
practicable value to all who are interested in j 
tree planting for timber production, whether in ' 



South Africa or in Scotland, where the question 
of afforesting is pressing for attention. The 
price at which the volume is issued may truly be 
styled nominal. Mr. Sim is an Aberdeenshire 
man, and we are very pleased to think that his 
life-long botanical traming is finding such suit- 
able scope as this and his other works indicate. 

Ecclesia Antiqua: or^ the History of an 
Ancient Church (St, MichaePsy Linlithgow), 
with an Account of its Chapels, Chantries and 
Endowments. By the Rev. John Ferguson, 
minister of Linlithgow. Oliver & Boyd, Edin- 
burgh, 1905 [xxi. + 337 pp]. 

It is impossible to give even the merest out- 
line of the contents of this bulky, beautifiilly- 
printed, and copiously-illustrated volume de- 
scribing the fabric of the stately church of St. 
Michael's. The author, in a very modest pre- 
face, relates how innocently he was beguiled 
into writing the book by collecting materials 
solely for his own information. He has done a 
good work, however, by sharing the long results 
of his investigations with his parishioners and 
the general public. Although Mr. Ferguson 
does not anticipate a wide circle of readers, the 
interest must be more than local of a fabric 
which has existed from before the Wars of Inde- 
pendence, through many mutations and historic 
connections, to our own day. 



Scots Soolts of tbe Aontb« 



Fraser, Duncan, P.B.I.S. The Passing of the 
Precentor. 10 Portraits. Cr. Svo. Net, 28. 6d. 

W. J. Hay, Edinburgh. 

Ferguson, Rev. John. Ecclesia Antiaua : or, the 
History of an Ancient Church (St MichaePs, Lin- 
lithgow). 20 Illustrations. Royal Svo. Net, 
7s. 6d. Oliver & Boyd. 

Johnson, Joseph. George MacDonald : an Ap- 
preciation. Portrait Svo. 6s. Pitman. 

Robertson, Wm. Old Ayrshire Days. 

Stephen & Pollock, A>t. 
Thomson, J., M.A. History of St. Andrew's 
Church, Glasgow. Svo. Net, 3s. 6d. 

Anderson, Glasgow. 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
All communications should be accompanied by an 
identifying name and address. As publication day 
is the 25th of each month, copy should be in a few 
days earlier. Ed. 
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THE NEW BISHOP OF ABERDEEN 
AND ORKNEY. 



It is an interesting historical fact that, in the 
long list of bishops who have presided over 
the See of Aberdeen since its foundation at 
Mortlach, A.D. loio, and its translation to Old 
Aberdeen by King David I., there is only one 
instance of a non-Scot occupying the Episcopal 
throne. This was Richard de Potton, which 
name, says Keith ("Catalogue," p. 64), "seems to 
be derived from Potton, a market town near 



Biggleswade in Bedfordshire. Fordun tells us 
that, though he was an Englishman by birth, he 
was prius per sacramentum fidelitatis Scoticaius 
[i.e., naturalized as a Scotsman by taking the 
oath of allegiance]. The Chanonry MS. says 
he came to be bishop about an. 1256, and sat 
bishop for the space of 13 years. He died in the 
seventh year of King Alexander III., A.D. 1267." 

Canon Ellis, a native of North Wales, of the 
Diocese of St. Asaph, will be the second bishop 
not of Scottish birth. The historical student 
will not fail to notice that he belongs to the race 
of South Britons among whom Kentigem (born 
in 514) sought a refuge when his Glasgow labours 
were interrupted by the enmity of Marken, 
King of Cumbria. "After sojourning for some 
time with St. David at Menevia, he took up his 
abode at Elwy. Here, also, by the banks of 
another Clyde, he erected a monastery, where 
he resided for some years with the scholars 
who gathered round him. Meanwhile, Marken 
having died, Rhydderich, or Roderick the 
Bountiful, became King of Cumbria, and sent 
messengers to Wales entreating Kentigem*s 
return. The saint complied with his request, 
leaving one of his chief disciples to preside over 
his Southern monastery, from whom it received 
the name, which it still bears, of St. Asaph." 
(Grub., Vol. I., pp. 37, 38.) Thus, at an interval 
of thirteen centuries and a-half, the Diocese of 
St. Asaph pays its long-standing debt of grati- 
tude to Scotland by sending one of its own sons 
to be bishop of our Northern diocese. Long and 
prosperous may the years be of his episcopate. 

J. M. Danson. 



The Use of Genealogy.— Mr. Andrew 
Lang wrote in the Morning Post of February 
16 : — "A taste for genealogy is commonly re- 
garded as only pardonable in maiden ladies of 
reduced estate and advanced age. But if we 
want to find out what really happened in obscure 
passages of history and to understand the 
motives of the actors, we must take a little 
trouble to find out who they were, and especially 
to ascertain that they were not their own fathers, 
sons, or nephews." 
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A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF EDINBURGH 
PERIODICAL LITERATURE (V., 20, etc.) 

( Continued from VoL VlLy 2nd S,ypage 124.) | 

[Supplementary.] j 

1705. The Edinburgh Courant Published by ' 
Authority. No. i. From Wednesday 14 to Mon- 
day 19 February, 1705. Single sheet folio, two 
columns. Edinburgh : printed by James Watson, 
in Craig's Close, and sold at the Exchange Coffee- 
House, 1705. 

In spite of the fact that Donaldson held au- 
thority to print a newspaper in Edinburgh, which 
expressly forbade, under penalty, anyone "penning i 
or publishing the like," Adam Boig petitioned the ' 
Privy Council early in 1705 for permission to start 
a journal. He wished to produce it three times ^ 
a week — Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. Be- ; 
sides printing the usual home and foreign news, ' 
he specially aimed at giving shipping intelligence, , 
in the hope that this "will prove a great advan- 
tage to merchants," and because that branch was I 
"now altogether neglected." His crave was | 
granted on February 13, 1705, the necessary j 
"Act" saying that— 

"the said lords doe heirby allow aod grant warrand 
to the petitioner to sett furth and print ane paper 
ontituled Edinburgh Currant, containing the remark- 
able forreign newes from the ports within the Kingdom, 
when ships oomes and goes and from whence; he 
always being answerable for the samen, and for the 
newes therein specified and sett down." 

Within a week his first number was published. 
To gather information he had procured correspon- 
dents from among the Custom-house officers at 
the various ports, except in Aberdeen, where a 
coffee-house keeper did the service. 

As already stated, Capt. Donaldson of the j 
Gazette at once complained against the infringe- ' 
ment of his monopoly, but as no action was taken, < 
Boig continued to force the sale of his journal. ' 
He practically succeeded in driving his rival off 1 
the field. But disaster awaited the Courant. 

The law of copyright between England and 
Scotland permitted some peculiarities of pro- 
cedure, but in 1705 the patriotic indignation of 
the Scottish printers, and more especially of the 
Scottish Manufactory Paper Mills Company, was 
aroused by a claim of their English confreres, 
which appeared at the end of the English book, 
Hodges* "War betwixt the British Kingdoms 
Considered," to the effect that Scottish printers 
were in *• dependence on those of England, and 
could not reprint any book without their license 
or permission." To prove the absurdity of this 
claim, the printing of that very volume was set 
about, but the direct veto of the Scottish Privy 
Council put an end to the scheme. Evander 
Maclver, the company's agent, however, was not 
to be easily cowed, and he determined to fight the 
matter before the Council itself. As a preliminary, 



he sent an advertisement to the Courant to the 
effect that the decision of the Council had been 
come to parte inaudita, and that he intended 
petitioning the Council to reduce their own Act. 
The advertisement was inserted in the issues of 
the Courant for June 22 and 25. The Council 
met on June 26, and, treating the matter as Use 
majeste^ promptly stopped the publication of the 
offending journal.* The editor speedily acknow- 
ledged what he called his crime," and confessed 
that his journal had been " most justly stopt on 
account of a most impertinent advertisement.*' 
The Council, however, was not disposed to treat 
the case leniently, and it was not till October 2, 
and till Boig had subscribed a somewhat humiliat- 
ing undertaking — 

"That I shall publish nothing in ray Courant conceru- 
ing the Oovemment till first the same be revised by 
the clerks of Her Majesty's Privy Council." 

that the order for suspension was removed. 
His re-opening number was dated "From Monday, 
the 25th of June, to Monday, the 8th of October, 
1705," and he started with a very short summar>' 
of news for that period. The imprint was, " Edin- 
burgh : printed by the Heirs and Successors of 
Andrew Anderson, Prmter to the Queen's Most 
Excellent Majesty, City, and Colledge, 1705." I 
have not seen the file from September 25, 1706, 
to March 26, 1708, but on that latter date (No. 
401) the imprint was, " Edinburgh : printed by 
John Reid, Junior, at Liberton's Wynd." In 
No. 479 (Wednesday, September 22, to Friday, 
September 24, 1708), the imprint ran simply, 
" Printed for the Author," but at No. 605 the 
Reid imprint was resumed. During this time 
several "postscripts" were issued. The copy ol 
No. 685, in the Advocates Library, contains the 
announcement, added by the subscriber who owned 
the copy, "This day the Courantier dyed," the 
date being Friday, Jan. 27, 17 10. Two of the 
immediate effects of Boig's death were that there 
was no issue on the following Monday, and that 
No. 686 appeared without the legend, ''with 
Authority." The paper continued, however, to 
be issued regularly on the old linq^ till No 706 — 
Friday, the 17th, to Monday, the 20th March, 
i7io-~when the original Courant came to an end. 
[See below, Scots Courant^ and Defoe's Courant 
of 1710.] 

1708. The Edinburgh Flying Post, No. i. Tues- 
day, the 5th of October, 1708. Single sheet folio, 
two columns to page. Edinburgh : printed by 
John Reid, in Bell's Wynd, 1708. 

What connection, if any, this Post had with its 
namesake of 1707 (6'. N, 6* Q., 2nd S., V., 181) 
it is impossible to say. Its title does not contain 
the long explanatory clause of the earlier journal, 
and neither printer nor the interval of publication 
is the same. The Post of 1708 appeared three 
times a week — Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday. 



* See " Maitland Miscellany,*' Vol. II. 
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The first number contained no explanation as to | 
its purpose or origin, and it continued to devotef 
its space entirely to news similar to what appeared 
in contemporary journals. I have seen issues up 
to No. 129, July 21, 17 lo. There is no reason to 
suppose that the paper came to an end then. 

1708. The Scots PostmaUy or New Edinburgh 
Gazette. Published by Authority. No. i. Tues- 
day, September the 7th, 1708. Single sheet folio. 
Edinburgh: printed by John Reid, in Bell's Wynd, 
1708. 

The Postman was the legitimate continuation of 
the Edinburgh Gazette of 1699, and thus intro- 
duced itself: — 

IntrodactloD.— ThLs paper has been for a long time 
under dUcouragement, and though it was the first 
paper authorised by the GrOTemment in this Kingdom, 
yet the author, having been engaged in other business, 
and having no leisure to apply himself to this, has 
given opportunity to others to attempt giving you the 
public news. How well it is performed is left to every 
man's Judgment to determine." 

The rival journalists aimed at are evidently those 
of the Courant. The promoter goes on to say 
that the paper had been put on a "new foot." 
This has reference to an agreement which Donald- 
son (who survived till 17 13 at least), the owner of 
the right to publish the Gazette, had made with 
another whose name I have failed to ascertain 
exactly, but who was more than likely the 
Mr. David Fearn mentioned hereafter. When 
Donaldson "transferred his power upon certain 
conditions and for a limited time," as he says, 
August 18, 1709, •* the Assigny was pleased to 
add to the title that of Scots Postman.'' This 
places beyond doubt the relation between the 
Gazette and the Postman, It has been customary 
to speak of these two journals as having been 
amalgamated, and so on. Any complication that 

i exists is due to the fact that Donaldson oc- 
casionally parted with his rights, and that the 
Gazette had sometimes an alias. 

In view ol the troubles ot the past, the new 
conductors boldly promised that publication in the 
future would be more satisfactory. At first the 
Postman was issued twice a week — Tuesday and 
Saturday, but it soon became thrice weekly. 
No. 4 spoke of unexpected encouragement from 
the public." Matter sometimes exceeded the 
space at disposal, and a " postscript" of a single 
folio page was sometimes issued. This postscript 
proved the existence of a friendly co-operation 
between the printer and John Moncur, of the 
"printing house at the foot of the Bull's Close." I 
Moncur usually set up the postscript, and oc- 1 
casionally even the main journal. Sometimes the ; 
whole issue was 4 pp. folio. { 
For a few weeks everything went as merry as a i 

^ marriage bell, and then the old mutations set in I 
again. The printing of No. 16 passed to James I 
Watson, whom Donaldson had to discard soon ; 
after the start of the Gazette. The imprint then | 
ran, •* Edinburgh : printed by James Watson for | 



the Undertaker, and are to be sold at his printing 
house, and Alexander Henderson's shop. 1708." 
At No. 36 Watson gave p^ice to the " Heirs and 
Successors of Andrew Anderson, printer to the 
Queen's Most Excellent Majesty," i.e., Mrs. 
Anderson. This arrangement continued for two 
numbers only, for the printing of No. 38 reverted 
to John Reid, junior. 

Towards the end of March, 1709, Donaldson 
evidently became dissatisfied with the way the 
assignee was carrying out his bargain. As a 
result. No. 85 (Wednesday, March 30, to Satur- 
day, April 2, 1709) and onward dropped the sub- 
title, and the journal appeared simply as the Scots 
Postman. The words, ** Published by Authority," 
disappeared at the same time. Donaldson had 
evidently withdrawn his sanction to the arrange- 
ment made, and the assignee was ready to defy 
him. No issue was sent out for Saturday, July 9, 
1709, owing to "an accountably foolish thing," 
in announcing which the author promised that 
better type would in future be used. No. 127 had 
no imprint, and that of No. 128 and onwards 
ran, " Printed for the author, and are to be sold 
at Alexander Henderson's shop in the Upper End 
of the Lucken booths." 

By the middle of August, the friction between 
Donaldson and his assignee became acute. What 
should have been No. 144 appeared as The Edin- 
burgh Gazette (see below, The Edinburgh Gazette ^ 
1709), and was dated Saturday, August 13, to 
Thursday, August 18, 1709. The assignee, how- 
ever, was not to be outdone. He applied to the 
Town Council for the necessary licence to publish 
a newspaper, and the minutes of August 17, 1709, 
show that his petition was granted. The minute 
runs — 

"The Council, upon a petition given in be Mr. David 
Fearn, Advocat, author of the Print called the Scots 
Pottmant with an postscript to it upon extraordinary 
occasions, [allowed him to publish it] every Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Saturday in the week, and discharge 
anv other printers or publishers of news to print or 

})ubli8h any news within the city, liberties, or privi- 
edges thereof upon the said davs, except the said Mr. 
David Fearn, but prejudice to the printiug or publish- 
ing any other newspapers upon any other days of the 
week, Sabbath day excepted, and appointed the 
presents to be intimated to the said printers or 
publishers, that none may pretend ignorance." 

The first number of the Scots Postman under this 
licence was sent out on the following day. It 
was numbered No. 144, was dated Tuesday, 
August 16, to Thursday, August 18, and had no 
imprint. Thereafter the two journals continued 
side by side. The imprint of No. 145 of the 
Postman reverted to that of No. 128. No. 153 
and onwards inserted the name of John Moncur 
as printer. No. 163 (October 4, 1709) appeared 
as The Scots Postman , or^ The Merchant Venturer 
and Traveller's Gazetteer, and added, " Published 
by Authority." With No. 177 the printing sud- 
denly became and continued to be most wretched. 
The imprint was changed to " Edinburgh : printed 
by John Reid, in BcU's Wynd, 1709," to which 
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No. 185 added, ** and sold by Alexander Hender- 
son, at the Upper End of the Lucken- Booths, and 
the printer." This continued to No. 197 (wrongly 
numbered 186), dated Thursday, December 22, 
to Saturday, December 24, 1709, after which the 
journal was again set on a "new foot" (see below, 
Scots Postmatty 1709). 

26 Circus Drive, W. J. Couper. 

Glasgow. 

* 

LIEUTENANT ANN GORDON. 



I have already noted in these columns the 
career of Lieut. Ann Gordon of the Black 
Watch, as contained in a letter which he wrote 
from Fort Bedford to Col. Bouquet, December 
13, 1763, complaining of his misfortunes. I 
have discovered two other letters by him in the 
British Museum, written seventeen years later 
to General Haldimand. The first (Add. MSS., 
21,733, f. 251), to Haldimand, dated " Quebec, 
25th October, 1780," is as follows :— 

Sir, — My old and worthy acquaintance. Doctor 
Mabane, wo'd have informed your Excellency of my 
unhappy situation, which prevented my doing myself 
the honor of waiting of your Excellency to ask your 
Commands. He will likewise trouble you with a 
representation on behalf of my distressed family for 
your Protection, agreeable to an Ordonance of the 
Province ; if your Excellency approves of it, [it] will 
be lajring them and me under the greatest obligation. 
My wounds received in the service of my King bleed 
afresh, but not so senssibly affecting as what I have 
and do feel for my country. I shall make no other 
apology for this liberty but that of being an old 
soldier and faithfull servant, and singularly un- 
fortunate in the loss of friends, particularly Colonel 
Bouquet of worthy memory, whose credentials I 
have the honor to be possessed of, and will be ever 
sacred to me. May God protect your Excellency in 
health and success in your high and important 
Station is the sincere prayer of, Sir, your Excellencj^s 
most obedient and most humble Servant, 

Ann Gordon. 

The second (Add. MSS., 21,734, f. 25), dated 
"St. Sulpice, 1 2th February, 1781," runs: — 

Sir, — My Duty to my Sovereign represented by 
your Excellency authorizes mo to take this liberty, 
with no other views but those consistent with a 
good subject and faithfull servant of the Crown on 
every occation where I cou'd be of use. 

From what your Excellency is pleas'd to insinuate 
to the subjects of this Province to apprehend will, I 
hope, give your sanction to this importunity, whereby 
I beg leave to represent my most distressed situation 
in point of health of several years' standing. Not- 
withstanding, [I] always have and ever will breathe 
no other sentiments but the good of my country, in 



whose defence I have bled freely and with alacrity, 
and ready and willing to spend the last drop of my 
blood, if your Excellency can point out wherein I 
am cappable in my present situation to be of the 
smalest uttility to the common cause. 

Notwithstanding I am to be amongst the last to 
offer my Service and declare my Zeal, be assur'd. 
Sir, I shall be of the first to discharge every duty 
incumbent on a true and faithfull subject in obeidtence 
to your commands, as God and my Conscience arc 
witnesses, tho' perhaps unknown to the world that 
I never was idle, tho' in an infirm state of health 
and obscurity that I cou'd be of use, as it is not 
from Man I expect or desire my reward, tho* my 
situation require it. 

May happiness & prosperity attend your Excellency 
in all your undertakings. I have the honour to 
remain with the greatest respect, Sir, your Ex- 
cellency's most obedient and most humble Servant, 

Ann Gordon. 

What is known of this officer ? 

J. M. Bulloch. 

* 

THE ANGLO-SAXON WORD " FAH." 



This descriptive adjective, meaning speckled, 
spotted, or of diverse colours, seems to be the 
predecessor of the Scots ** faw," signifying a dun 
or pale red colour, or, as " Jamieson's Scottish 
Dictionary" puts it, "a colour between white and 
brown." The word appears to be out of use 
now, but is preserved in various names in the 
Southern counties of Scotland, between the 
Cheviot Hills and the Firth of Forth. Berwick- 
shire has Fawside ; East Lothian, Fawside 
Castle ; Roxburghshire, Fauhope and Faldomzde 
(old spelling and present pronunciation, Fam- 
donside) ; Selkirkshire, Fawside and Phawkope ; 
Mid Lothian, Fala^ the early spelling of which 
in 1250 was Faulawe\ Peeblesshire, Nether 
Fata ; Lanarkshire, Faside and Falla ; while 
another instance is the town of Falkirk, the kirk 
of the speckled or dun coloured stones, the 
spelling m 129S being Faukirke. Our ancestors 
had apparently been as much alive as their 
descendants of the present day to the beauty of 
the autumn tints of forest trees and underwood, 
and perhaps the fine contrast presented by hills 
clothed by the purple and green of the heather 
and ferns was also suggestive to them in affixing 
these names. 

The word is not likely to be found in the 
purely Celtic districts ; but it would be interest- 
mg, and worthy of recording in your columns, 
whether any other examples occur above the 
Forth in the eastern counties of Scotland. 

T. H. S. 
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THE MYSTERIOUS PETER GORDON 
IN HADDOCK. 

If more were known about Peter Gordon in 
Haddoch, the Lesmoir baronetcy might not now 
be dormant. 

Peter Gordon in Haddoch is claimed as the 
youngest brother of the last laird of Birkenbum ; 
but unfortunately it is difficult to prove the 
statement. An attempt to do so was made in 
1 8 10, and again in 1845, when William Ronald, 
schoolmaster in the Cabrach, deciphered the 
stone commemorating Peter's death. He sent 
a certified copy of the stone, so far as he could 
make it out, to Rev. George Gordon, Glenrinnes. 1 
The minister sent it in turn to Hugh William : 
Gordon, The Knoll, Elgin, whose son now 
possesses it. I have had it reproduced to the 
exact scale on which Ronald sketched it. 
Ronald's covering letter is as follows :— 

School of Cabrach, 

5th April, 1845. 

My dear Sir, 

I now send you a copy of the inscription 
on the old tombstone, so far as I can decipher it. 
The 3 in the year of P. Gordon's death is perhaps 
too strongly marked — I am inclined to think that 
the age is 61 or 67, but cannot say positively, as the 
traces of the figures are so faint. 

I called at your request on Lieutenant Taylor on 
Thursday evening last, but he says that he knows 
nothing about the matter. I also went yesternight 
to Oldtown and Peak to pick up any information 
that was to be got there. John Gordon in Oldtown, 
who is 83 years old, however, could give me no 
information. He had difficulty in recollecting the 
Christian name of A. Gordon, Haddoch, whom he 
had seen often. His wife's father, he says, lived in 
Bank, which accounts for one of the witnesses at 
Patrick, his son's, baptism. This Patrick, he says, 
lived to an old age, which removes any doubt as to 
whether the latter part of the inscription could relate 
to him. On being asked if the Gordons of Haddoch 
were of the same family with himself, he said that 
he thought that they had not lived long in Cabrach — 
but was not sure that they might not have been 
somehow connected, as the late Coynachie always 
spoke as though they had been related, any time that 
he had had occasion to call there. This might lead 
to think that P. Gordon had married in Cabrach. 
I took down notes of Peak's widow's account, and | 
enclose the same. She seems to be well acquainted j 
with the latter generations of these families and the ' 
Gordons in Rh3mie, and had been talking to John \ 
Stuart [of the Spalding Club] on the subject, who ' 
was engaged in a case about old Bank's will. I do ! 
not think, therefore, that any farther account could 
be got in Cabrach. I think there is an old woman 
Yeats, a connection of the family, alive in Glenlivet 
somewhere, the widow of A. Horn in Clashnore. 



Perhaps she might have heard something of the 
family history. 

I am, My Dear Sir, 

Yours truly. 

Rev. G. Gordon, Wm. Ronald, 

Glenrinnes. 
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Peter Gordon's Grave, 
Ab deciphered by William Bonald In 1845. Mow in poMessinn 
of Mr. Hugh Gordon, Purulia, Cbota, Nagpur. 

Ronald adds a note about the tombstone, as 
follows : — 

The tombstone, of which the above sketch is a 
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representation at the rate of one inch to the foot, is 
a freestone slab measuring five feet four and a-half 
inches by two feet, lying flat on the ground im- 
mediately south of the tombstones on John Gordon, I 
sometime in Drumfergue, and his son, Lieut. -Colonel j 
John Gordon, late of the gind Regiment, which are 1 
placed the one over the other. The former part of | 
the inscription is in tolerably good preservation. , 
But the latter, which has been engraven in a smaller 
character and not so deeply cut, has been nearly 
obliterated, in a great measure by the feet of those 
passing over it or sitting on the other tombstone, 
which is a favourite lounging place before church 
time on Sundays. The letters are all Roman 
capitals, except the first H which is in italic, and 
the "y" of "years" in the sixth line which is a 
small Roman. The first six lines occupy twelve 
inches, and the last four lines only six inches. 

The Rev. Stephen Ree makes the following 
suggestion : — 

If this Peter was the youngest son of Alexander 
Gordon, V. of Birkenburn, he was probably aged 
about 70 in 1738. I make this guess on the assump- 
tion that Alexander married shortly after he got 
Birkenburn in 1655, and also that his sons entered 
College when about 12 or 13 years old. The follow- 
ing results: — 

Alex., born about 1658 (entered College 1670). 
Janet, „ 1660. 

James, „ 1664 (entered College 1677). 
William, ,, 1666 (about 74 when he died 
Peter, „ 1668. '74o). 

Thus, it is not improbable that the Peter who died 
in 1738 or 1758 may have been a son of this ' 
Alexander, and 1738 would be the most likely date 

J. M. BULLOCH. I 

Bibliography of Dundee Periodicals 
(5. A^. <&- a, Vols. III. and IV.)--Mr. A. C. i 
Lamb in his notes gives The Dundee Magazine^ 
or a History of the Present Times of 1775, as - 
the earliest Dundee periodical with which he ! 
was acquainted. I have come across a reference 
to an earlier : 

»*In December, 1757, the first Fortnight's] 
Magazine ever attempted in Scotland, was pub- \ 
lished at Dundee in three sheets quarto. But 1 
in March, 1758, it degenerated into an octavo, 
and died in April thereafter." 

The quotation is from the introductory notice in 
No. I of the Edinburgh Gentleman and Ladfs 
Pocket Register^ 1780. Though the name Fort- 
ni^hVc Magazine is in italics, it is probable that 
that was not the name of the periodical. The 
printer is not consistent, but he usually set up 
the names of the periodicals he mentions in 
small capitals. W. J, C. 



A RELIC of the Old Scottish Regalia. 
— The Glasgow Herald of 4th January contained 
the following account of the Scottish regalia 
and its cushion: — "The addition to the Scottish 
regalia of an old cushion on which the crown 
of Scotland rested, and which has recently been 
placed in the jewel room in Edinburgh Castle, 
will no doubt be of great interest to all, and 
especially so to all Scotsmen. The cushion in 
question has been presented to the nation by 
Sir Patrick Keith-Murray, Bart, of Ochtertyre, 
Crieff, Perthshire, and his public-spirited action 
should be greatly appreciated. It has been in 
the possession of the Keith-Murray family since 
the marriage of the late Sir William Keith- 
Murray, eighth baronet, to the heiress of the 
last Marischal Keith, when he became owner of 
Dunnottar Cattle, and Ravelstone House, near 
Edinburgh. It was sent in June last to the 
King's Remembrancer in Edinburgh, who, on 
receiving a certificate ^f authenticity from Sir 
Patrick, has lodged the cushion with the regalia. 
The regalia, after many vicissitudes, came into 
the possession of the Keiths, where they re- 
mained until the Union in 1707. They were 
then deposited, after being placed in a strong 
oak case, locked and sealed, in a room in Edin- 
burgh Castle, the room itself also being locked 
(April 26, 1707). The room was opened once 
in 1794, and then not again till 181 7, the regalia 
thus being locked up for a space of 1 10 years. 
In that year George IV. (then Regent) ordered 
the room to be opened, also the oak case, and 
the regalia to be verified. This was done in 
the presence of several officials, the oak case 
having to be forced open, as the keys had long 
been lost, and the regalia again saw the light of 
day. There was great rejoicing at the fact of 
their being intact, as it had been firmly believed 
by many that they had been taken South and 
done away with. They were conveyed to Ravel- 
stone House, near Edinburgh, the residence of 
the then Marischal Keith, whence they were 
removed to Holyrood. They were afterwards 
conveyed to the present jewel room in Edin- 
burgh Castle by Sir Alexander Keith, and 
exposed to public view ; but on this occasion a 
new cushion was provided for the crown, and 
the old one (that is, the one just presented by 
Sir Patrick Keith- Murray) was taken to Ravel- 
stone. From there it was removed to Ochter- 
tyre, where it has remained since. In Ravelstone 
House at the present time there is a valuable 
picture showing the Marischal carrying the 
regalia up the High Street, Edinburgh, the 
Marischal being mounted on a grey horse, 
holding the crown on a cushion in front of him." 

H. D. McW. 
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CAROL FAIR. 



The annual market at Ruthven, locally known 
as Carol Fair, was held on the second Tuesday 
of November, O.S. In old almanacks the 
market is named " Ruthven, near Huntly." Al- 
though it began on Tuesday, it lasted the whole 
weel^ At all events, it was the end of the week 
before those who attended the market found 
their way to their own homes. Some of them 
returned home every night, but attended the tail 
of the market every day till the end of the week. 

My own recollection of the fair goes back to 
1835. There were about fifty cattle and a great 
crowd of people. Most of the people in the 
parish, and some from neighbouring parishes, 
were in attendance. There were sweetie stands, 
ballad singers, and fiddlers. The market had 
been on the decline for some years previous to 
that time. Old people spoke of having seen a 
thousand cattle in the market. 

By 1840 the market had almost ceased to 
exist. A few old worthies, who had attended 
from infancy, met on the market day to have a 
con&bulation on things old and new. It was 
against their will that the market should not 
continue, as they had been accustomed to see it. 

By 1847 the attendance was reduced to one 
man and a stirk, and, although he did not sell 
his stirk, he spent three days amongst his old 
friends in Ruthven. J. P. 

Elgin. 



JAMES PIKE. 

My ancestor, James Pike or McPike, reputed 
to have been of Scotch extraction, if not actually 
bom in Edinburgh {circa 175 1), emigrated from 
Dublin or London in 1772 to Baltimore, Mary- 
land, according to family traditions. Having 
read an interesting paper on "Irish Emig^ration," 
by Thos. Addis Emmet, M.D., in the Magazine 
of History for March, 1905, I addressed some 
inquiries to him. His answer follows : — 

89 Madison Ave. , New York, 
January 15, 1906. 

Mr. Eugene F. McPike. 
Dear Sir, 

The records of the emigration from Great 
Britain and Ireland are in the State Department 
Records in London, and could not be gone over by 
a stranger without some influence. 

But G. W. Bouton of New York published in 1874 
these lists, edited by John Camden Hotten, and 
extending from 1600 to 1700, covering the whole of 
the 17th century. I have the work, and Grace Pike, 
the daughter of Oliver and Grace Pike, was baptised 
Deceml^ 10, 1678, in Christ Church parish in 



Barbadoes, having arrived there between 1678-1679. 
Oliver Pike was buried April 22, 1679. This Oliver 
Pike was the son of John Pike, who sailed firom 
London to Barbadoes on the ship Expedition, 
November 20, 1635. The father was then thirty 
years of age. There were no other persons of the 
name of Pike who came to America during the 17th 
century, unless they went from Ireland to some 
European port and sailed from there. 

The Pikes seem to have been Protestants, and 
were likely from the north of Ireland, where the 
emigration was chiefly between 1720 and 1776, and 
they landed chiefly in Philadelphia, where there is a 
county named after some early settler. There was 
no record kept of this emigration during the i8th 
century except of the Germans who came from the 
Palatinate. If you were ever in Philadelphia and 
had time to go to the Penn. Historical So., you 
might find out something of the arrival of James 
Pike by going over the files of newspapers in 1772, 
as sometimes the names of passengers were pub- 
lished. There would be no difficulty in fixing the 
time of arrival if you had the name of the vessel. 
As you will see from my paper, nearly all of the 
emigration about 1772 was from the north of Ire- 
land. This is about all I can do to help you. 
Yours truly, 

Thos. Addis Emmet. 

You are mistaken about the name McPike. The 
name Pike is quite common in Ireland, but I can 
find no such name as MacPike, and it is an un- 
natural combination for either Ireland or Scotland. 
It is an Irish name— the weapon, and the 
English is pronounced as the Irish word and taken 
from it, the c in Irish being pronounced k. 

Eugene F. McPike. 

Chicago, U.S.A. 



Find of Urns at Forglen.— The Evening 
Express of 23rd January last reports that two 
urns were found in a tumulus in the Forglen 
Woods. By the orders of Sir George Aber- 
crom by, excavations, with a view to the discovery 
of some old relics, have been going on for some 
time. One of the urns is in a fine state of 
preservation. The other has been slightly 
damaged. The ornamentation on the damaged 

' urn is much superior to that on the other. It is 
also much harder, and of a dark colour. The 
larger of the two is 8 inches in height, and was 
found within 16 inches of the surface; the other, 
7 inches in height, was found at the depth of 

I 3 feet. Nothing was found in them, but beneath 
one, and under a row of pebbles, were found 
pieces of human bones and charred wood. 
They are to all appearance food urns. What 
makes the find all the more interesting is the 
fact that, at no great distance, at the top of a 
field near the wood, on the farm of Kirkton, are 
to be seen distinct traces of a camping ground. 
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Parody of "Bonnie Dundee."— There 
was some correspondence in your pages some 
time , ago as to the authorship of the parody of 
"Bonny Dundee," as quoted in Canon Low's 
" Biography of Professor David Thomson." I 
was talking the matter over with an old alumnus 
of the University who finished his Arts curri- 
culum in the early sixties, who informed me that 
the author was Peter Smith, from the parish of 
Rhynie. Smith studied Medicine at Aberdeen, 
and, after taking his degrees, emigrated to the 
Antipodes. Whether he is now alive my in- 
formant was unable to say. R. D. 



Gordons at Stirling.— Mr. J. Malcolm 
Bulloch may note that the following tablet will 
be found upon the inside walls of the West 
Parish Church, Stirling. It reads thus :— "To ( 
the Memory of Abraham Gordon, M.D., | and 
Anna McDonnel, his Spouse; | who, | after near 
35 years of conjugal felicity, | both died at 
Stirlmg, I the former, 21st January, 1808, | in 
the 86th year of his age, | the latter, 31st August, 
1818, I in the 8sth year of her ag:e after; | this 
humble stone is erected by their sorrowful | 
and only surviving children, | Abraham Cyrus 
Gordon, | and | Mary Jane Gordon." 

Robert Murdoch. 



Spanish Ships "Besieged" at Aberdeen. 
—In the Stowe MSS. at the British Museum 
(133, f 149), there is a long document of 1623 
entitled: — "The proceeding in the busines of 
the Spanish shippes besiedged at Lieth and 
Aberdene by the Hollanders : togither with a 
Reiglement made on that occasion betweene 
his Ma[jest]y and them for their future gouuer- 
ment in his MafjestJ/s harbors against ye 
like accidents." The document opens thus : — 
"Herupon, by order from his Ma[jest]y then att 
Newmarkett, the Lo[rd] Conwey wrote to M^ 
Secretary Calvert that, vpon conference with 
Sir Noel Caron, hee shoulde putt him in minde 
of, and likewise give instruction to. Sir Dudley 
Carleton to represent to the States the long 
patience his Ma[jest]y had hade in that pointe, 
and how vnwilling hee was yet to take any other 
then this faire way of mediation, wherin hee 
conceaved that ye States Ambassadors that had 
beene lately here." The document is contained 
in a series of volumes entitled, An^lo-Belgica^ 
or, "State papers relating to affairs between 
England ana the Netherlands, . . 1 585-1659." 
The second volume in which this document 
appears has had pasted into it an engraved 
portrait of Sir Dudley Carleton, who was our 
ambassador at Venice' and the Hague, and died 
1632. It also has the bookplate of Richard, 



1st Duke of Buccleugh and Chandos, and one 
(dated 1701) of Algernon Capell, Earl of Essex. 

J. M. B. 

Etymology of "Goat Fell" (2nd S.,VII^ 
81). — Since the second part of this name is 
Middle English from Scandinavian, the first 
part must be Middle English from Scandinavian, 
too. The first part could not be Gaelic, unless 
the name had been given when the language 
of the country was in a state of transition from 
Gaelic to Scandinavian. But "windy hill," 
though an appropriate, would not be a distinc- 
tive, name for a lofty insular hill ; whereas a 
name meaning "goat hill" is in every way suit- 
able for a high precipitous hill in an island. 
Mr. Johnston's etymologies are beyond criticism. 

John Milne, LL.D. 



The Place-Names "Countesswells" and 
"KiNGSWELLS."— 1 am ashamed to confess that, 
although these names have been familiar to me 
from childhood, I am entirely ignorant as to 
their origin. The names themselves are com- 
pounded of two good English words, "Countess" 
and " Kings," with the common termination, 
"wells." The point is, what countess and 
king have been honoured in the names? I 
know that numerous "wells" occur on both 
estates, so that either or all might have had the 
distinction of having quenched the thirst of 
these noble persons. Unfortunately, these two 
names are among those of which Macdonald in 
his " Place Names of West Aberdeenshire " has 
attempted no derivation whatever. In view of 
the fact that both these estates (Countesswells 
at least) are almost "neighbours" to my own 
home, I am naturally interested as to the origin 
of their names. Sydney C. Couper. 

Craigiebuckler, 

By Aberdeen. 



A Link with Culloden.— The following 
note appeared in the Daily Mail (London) of 
26th December last :— " It is a far cry to that 
famous fight on *Culloden's bloody heath,' where 
the hopes of the Young Pretender, Charles 
Stuart, were irretrievably shattered, but Mr. 
John Smith of Ainderby Myers, Yorkshire, who 
is verging on his ninety-fourth year, talked in 
his young days with a survivor of the battle. 

"In 1827, at a wedding feast, he met Mr. 
George Chapman, 105 years old, who, as the 
son of a loyal supporter of the claims of the 
Stuarts to the English throne, had fought at 
Culloden with a troop of volunteers." It can* 
hardly be that a parallel instance exists. 

H. D. McW. 
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NOTABLE MEN AND WOMEN OF 
ARGYLESHIRE. 

{Continued from Vol, VII., 2mi ^.^page 119.) 

407. MacVion, Colin A.: Engineer. He 
was bom in lona, and educated at Edinburgh. 
He served in the Admiralty Survey of the 
Hebrides, and did good work there. In 1870 
he acted as Surveyor-in-chief in Japan. He 
now resides with his family in Mull. 

408. MacVicar, Donald Harvey, D.D. : 
Professor and Presbyterian Leader in Canada. 
He was a native of Douglass, near Campbel- 
town, and born 29th November, 1831. He 
emigrated to Canada, and graduated at Toronto 
in 1858. Ordained at Guelph in 1859, he was 
translated to Montreal in 1861. Appointed 
Principal and Professor of Divinity in the 
Presbyterian College, Montreal, in 1868, he was 
chosen Moderator of the Canadian Presbyterian 
Church Assembly in 1881. He is author of 
many reviews and articles on theological and 
other topics, and is a prominent ecclesiastic. 

409. Macvicar, John (Rev.) (also called 
NiVEN) : Presbyterian Divine. He was the 
first Presbyterian minister of Inverary, of which 
town he is said to have been a native. Dr. 
Hew Scott, however, says of him that he was 
probably a natural son of Ninian McV., rector 
of Kilmalian. He was educated at Rome, and 
entered into holy orders there ; but embracing 
the doctrines of the Reformation, he returned 
home and settled in his native parish, discharg- 
ing its pastoral duties with prudence, charity, 
and wisdom. He frankly avowed his views ot 
divine truth according to his convictions, and 
maintained them in opposition to rank and 
power. Possessing commanding talents and 
devoted piety, he accommodated himself to 
existing differences of opinion, and was much 
respected both by Roman Catholics and Protes- 
tants. He has the credit in his native district 
of having been a prophet, and many strange 
tales are told of him, as, that the Marquis of 
Argyle would be beheaded, and he himself 
drowned, etc. 

410. MacVicar, Malcolm, LL.D.: Pro- 
fessor in United States. He was bom in Argyle- 
shire, 30th September, 1829, but emigrated to the 
United States, where he graduated at Rochester 
College, New York, in 1859. Having been 
chosen professor of Mathematics at Brockport 
Institute, New York, in that year, after passing 
through various important educational appoint- 



ments, he was appointed professor of Apolo- 
getics and Biblical Interpretation in the Baptist 
College, Toronto, in 188 1. He is inventor of 
the MacVicar tellurian globe, and is an author. 
He has issued several useful text books. 

411. Makellar, Angus, D.D. : Free 
Church Leader. A native of Argyle, where he 
was born in 1780, the son of a humble peasant, 
he succeeded in preparing himself for the 
ministry of the Church of Scotland, and was 
ordained as minister of Carmunnock parish in 
1 812. He soon attracted notice as an earnest 
and powerful evangelical preacher, and won the 
esteem of his congregation for his devotion to 
his work. At the same time he won the heart 
of the eldest daughter of William Stirling, Esq., 
of Keir, a lady whose decided piety, amiable 
character, singular sweetness of temper, and 
readiness to every good work, rendered her a 
most suitable partner to her likeminded husband. 
In 1 8 14, after a ministry of rather more than 
two years, he was translated to the parish of 
Pencaitland, Haddingtonshire, and two months 
afterwards was married to Miss Helen Stirling. 
About this time a revival of religion began to 
manifest itself, not only in Pencaitland, but all 
over East Lothian it spread, so that in a region 
in which Moderatism had flourished for a 
century, it was found that in 1843, out of eighteen 
members of the Presbytery of Haddington, no 
fewer than eleven cast m their lot with the Free 
Church, and were followed by large numbers of 
their people. To this revival Dr. Makellar's 
able and affectionate preaching, as well as his 
holy life and high-toned spirituality of mind, 
contributed in no ordinary degree. Those who 
knew Dr. Makellar spoke of his home life as 
singularly beautiful. Dr. Thomson of Paisley 
says concerning this matter : " Of him it might 
be truly said that he walked within his house 
with a perfect heart, and that what he was as 
seen by the outside world that he was also in 
his own house at home." Having received the 
honorary degree of D.D. from Glasgow Univer- 
sity in 1835, the esteem and confidence felt for 
Dr. Makellar by his brethren led to his selec- 
tion in 1840 as Moderator of the General As- 
sembly of the Church of Scotland, and in 1852 
to his choice to occupy the same honourable 
position in the General Assembly of the Free 
Church. 

As an illustration of the serious piety of this 
good man. Dr. Thomson states that it was his 
practice after dinner to have the Bible produced 
at his own table and to read a portion of it in 
the hearing of his guests. Nothing could be 
better fitted to give a right tone to the subse- 
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quent conversation, and to maintain the char- 
acter of a Christian household, sanctified by the 
Word of God and prayer. 

After the Disruption Dr Makellar was chosen 
first Moderator of the Haddington Free Church 
Presbytery. He was appointed in 1843, at the 
Glasgow Assembly, Chairman of the Board of 
Missions, and accordingly he was relieved of his 
pastoral charge and thereafter resided at Edin- 
burgh, and his son, the Rev. William Makellar, 
was chosen his successor in Pencaitland. His 
services to Foreign Missions within the Free 
Church were invaluable, acknowledgement of 
which was made by Dr. Duff in proposing 
Dr. Makellar to the Moderatorship of the Free 
Assembly in 1852. He presided over that 
Assembly with the utmost dignity, and self- 
command, and was greatly gladdened by the 
consummation of the union of the Original 
Secession Synod with the Free Church, which 
occurred during his Moderatorship, warranting, 
as it did, the hope, since so splendidly realised, 
that ere long other sections of the Scottish 
Chuich should similarly be drawn together, 
until all the dispersed of Israel should be 
gathered into one. During the few remaining 
years of his life Dr. Makellar retired very much 
from public life, but still cherished the warmest 
interest in the spiritual work of his beloved 
Church. His end, which came on the loth 
May, 1859, was very peaceful, and his devoted 
partner, who had been spared to him so long, 
died only a few months later. They were lovely 
and pleasant in their lives, and in their death 
were not divided. 

Dollar. W. B. R. Wilson. 

{To be continued.) 



St. Ninians Chapel at the Rebellion 
OF 1745. — Having read Mr. Fraser's "Historical 
Aberdeen" with all the interest of an Aberdonian 
from home, I join heartily in the praise of the 
work by reviewers in the newspapers and in 
S. N, &* Q. Since the author (to use a phrase 
in the notice which appeared in this periodical) 
"has not scrupled to play the r61e of * corrector,'" 
he cannot object to a little correction himself. In 
his chapter on " The Castle and the Castle-hill " 
(p. 72), he says:— "The Jacobites themselves 
did not go scatheless from the Castle-hill, for 
under a subsequent date the diarist says : * I 
might have written you before that the rebels 
had a magazine in St. Ninians Kirk, which was 
blown up, and several killed.'" After this 
catastrophe, it must perplex the reader to find a 
few pages further on that it was not till 1794 
that St. Ninians Chapel was swept away. The 



fact, of course, is that it was not St. Ninians 
Chapel that was blown up in 1746, but St. 
Ninians Kirk, near Stirling. The Rev. John 
Bisset had noted the march of the Highland 
army in his diary. " The regiment marched on 
Saturday, ist February, from Stirling by the 
foord of Frow to Dunblane " (p. 362), and under 
date February 7 (p. 377), he makes the additional 
note quoted by Mr. Fraser, the blowing up of the 
church having occurred on the ist of the month. 
The incident is mentioned in the " New Statis- 
tical Account" (Stirlingshire, p. 317) and in the 
histories. Notwithstanding that the parish 
minister of St. Ninians wrote a pamphlet at the 
lime to prove that the explosion was the work 
of the rebels, the local tradition is that it was an 
accident, and it is said this is stated in the 
"Journal "of Prince Charlie. While the church 
was totally destroyed, the steeple, which stood 
a little apart, was uninjured, and is still to be 
seen in the old churchyard, the present church 
having been built at a considerable distance. 
It may be observed that in old records a chapel 
is always distinguished from a kirk, and no 
doubt the distinction was kept up in the diarist's 
day. W. B. C. 

Stirling. 

"Heather Jock "(2nd S., VII., 114).— The 
late Mr. Ford found it necessary to correct his 
account of the authorship of this song in the 
second edition of his "Vagabond Songs" (1904), 
p. 134. It is not an Aberdeen song, and John 
McLay was not the author. Mr. Ford was 
informed that the author was Dr. James Stirling, 
a Perthshire man, who died in Ontario in 1857, 
but the late Mr. George Gray, Clerk of the 
Peace, Glasgow, a native of Doune, and well 
acquainted with the literature of the district, 
was able to assure Mr. Ford that the real author- 
ship belonged to a certain William Morrison, 
latterly Free Kirk beadle in Doune, and my own 
information is to the same effect. The hero of 
the song was a local poacher named John 
Ferguson, who was convicted of cattle stealing 
and transported to Botany Bay. After a lapse 
of years he found his way back to his old haunts, 
but, resuming his predatory practices, he was 
brought up at the Stirling Circuit Court on i8th 
April, 18 1 2 — the indictment described him as 
John Ferguson, commonly called "Heather 
Jock" — and, pleading guilty to a charge of steal- 
ing cows and black cattle, he was sentenced to 
transportation for life. It is highly improbable 
that he was the " Heather Jock" seen by "Alba" 
twenty years ago, but the date of his death is 
unknown. W. B. C. 

Stirling. 
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The Tombstone Tree.— About 50 years I 
ago a tree was to-be seen growing out of the 
centre of a flat gravestone in St. Machar's 
Churchyard, Old Aberdeen, dating about the 
early part of the i8th century. There was a 
legend attached to this singular freak of nature 
which I have often heard, when a laddie, the 
"women-folk" narrate. Briefly stated, it was 
that a girl of a reputable family, under promise 
of marriage, gave birth to a child, the paternity 
of which was denied by her seducer. Heart- 
broken with shame and anguish, the girl died 
shortly after, but on her deathbed she declared 
that a sign would be given to the world that she 
had spoken the truth. She was buried in St. 
Machar's Churchyard, and a stone laid " flatlins " 
over her remains. Some years afterwards the 
stone was disrupted, and a young shoot ap- 
peared, which grew up into a goodly tree. This 
was interpreted to be the sign of the girl's 
probity, and the seducer being killed about the 
same time, the story became popular amongst 
the old wives, and was frequently told. On a 
recent ramble, after about 40 years' absence, I 
visited Old Aberdeen, and looked in vain for 
the fractured " thruck-stane." Possibly the tree 
is there yet, but the lettered fragments which 
spoke so eloquently in favour of the tradition, 
have been removed. " Hoots, man, it was only 
a lot o' rubbidge," was the remonstrance made 
to me by an old custodian, when I regretted its 
disapp)earance. He added, " It's weel awa' ; the 
kirkyaird's keepit snod and clean noo." Perhaps 
so ; but nevertheless I felt grieved. That 
legendary story has been spoilt beyond remeid, 
and the fussy utilitarian ought to be pleased. I 
think, owing to its singularity, the broken grave- 
stone might have been permitted to remain. Is 
there any record of the age of that tree from 
which we could deduce the time of interment 1 
Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 



I posed the scheme. Notwithstanding all opposi- 
tion, however, Glengarry finally obtained his 
re|^iment. It was recruited largely from the 
Highlands; and Mr. McDonell was appointed 
its chaplain, although for his appointment it was 
necessary to evade the existing law." 



Scotch Church, Erfurt.— An interesting 
article on the Scottish colleges and abbeys on 
the Continent was contributed to the Quarterly 
Review by the late Joseph Robertson, the most 
scholarly antiquary that Aberdeen has ever 
reared. He gave the history of those havens of 
the Catholic faith to "brither Scots"— their 
foundation, endowment, and biographies of the 
abbots and noted alumni. I learned from it 
that there had been a Scottish college and 
church (O.S.B.) for more than a hundred years 
at Erfurt, when it was discontinued and the 
inmates removed to Ratisbon (Repjensburg in 
German maps). Well, I was in Erfurt some 
time ago, and visited the great cathedral (Dom 
Kirche), went down into the cloisters, so full of 
the stories of Luther's novitiate, and inspected 
its long row of commemorative stones to mitred 
pi-elates sculptured thereon, with profuse but 
unspaced vermicular inscriptions— to me a hope- 
less tangle. Coming up again to the bold 
ramparts extending to St. Severin's Church, I 
witnessed a review of German troops in the 
great square below, and thought that I had 
seen everything of consequence. However, on 
coming back to my hotel, I found a local guide 
book with a map of the town, wherein was 
placed the Schotten Kirche and Schotten 
Strasse (Scotch Church and Scotch Street), and 
then I instantly remembered Robertson's ac- 
count of the Scottish Benedictine Brotherhood 
once located there. Next day I found both the 
street and the church. A high wall surrounded 
the sacred edifice, and I saw no way of getting 
inside. A stranger, observing my perplexity, 
pointed to a bell-pull, which I touched. A small 
door then opened and a grave matron appeared, 
to whom I expressed a desire to see the mterior 
of the church. She made no reply, but beckoned 
me to enter, and then went to an adjacent cottage, 
from which she emerged with a large key, walked 
to the church door, opened it, and left me alone. 
I fully expected some sepulchral monuments 
to my countrymen, but was disappointed, the 
only tomb there being to a German knight 
named "Waltherus Glizberec, filius Marssalii 
de Kallenti." The church is small, not much 
larger than Roslin Chapel. Statuettes in terra 
cotta, coloured blue and gold, were on little 
niches on a double row of pillars, three of which I 



Roman Catholic Opposition to the 
Gordon Highlanders.— The following state- 
ment is made in " The Catholics of Scotland " 
by Rev. ^^Ineas McDonell Dawson, LL.D., 
F.R.S. (London, Ontario, 1890), pp. 621-2. In 
connection with the resolve to raise a regiment 
consisting entirely of Catholics, under a colonel 
who should also be a Catholic, and having a 
Catholic priest for chaplain, it is remarked : — 
"Opposition was made meanwhile by the 
fascinating Duchess of Gordon, whose son, the 
Marquis of Huntly, was at the time raising a 
regiment, and the majority of his dependants 
being Catholics would, no doubt, have preferred 
to enlist in a Catholic regiment. Another High- 
land chief. Sir James Grant, for a like cause op- 
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recall-r- Saints Agnes, Scholastika, and Libarius. 
There were also basso-relievos on the walls of 
incidents in the life of our Saviour. Naught 
distinctively Scottish, but I mused and lapsed 
into a sort of reverie concerning the many 
eminent Scottish Catholics who had laboured in 
this retired nook — Marianus Brockie, Placidus 
Fleming, James Dalrymple, Bernard Baillie, 
and Charles Arbuthnot. Old Father Gilbert 
Blackball, an Aberdeenshire priest, author of 
"Ane Brieffe Narratioun," must have often 
called there in his peregrinations ere he finally 
departed at Paris in 1676. At least three Scot- 
tish Benedictines died at Erfurt— Everard 
Dunbar in 1699, Columbanus Maclellan in 171 7, 
and Cosmo Hamilton later on. But there were 
no tombstones to any Scots that I could mark, 
and although there is nothing in the church 
to remind us of the Scottish community who 
taught and worshipped there, Schotten Kirche 
and Schotten Strasse will preserve the memory 
of those exiles for many years to come. 
Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

* 



701. Rev. George Monroe. — This personage, 
who was born about 1763, as nearly as can be deter- 
mined, is described as follows : — 

** Educator at Edinburgh or Glasgow for the Uni- 
versity. Associate Presbyterian or Scotch Reform. 
Went to Virginia." 

His son, John Monroe, had a son, J. O. Monroe. 
I should be grateful for any data concerning the 
Rev. George Monroe and his ancestry or des- 
cendants. 

5916 Ohio Street, C. R. Phoenix. 

Austin Station, 

Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A. 

702. The Estate of Kincaldrum (p. 122).— 
I nave read with much interest J. M. B.'s account 
of "The Estate of Kincaldrum." I should like to 
correct one slight inaccuracy. My father, the late 
Admiral Bower, owned no land in Fifeshire, but my 
grandfather, Graham Bower, owned Woodburn, 
near Cupar. I should like also to ask what the 
actual relationship is between the Kincaldrum family 
and that of the late Mr. Bower, granite merchant. 
It has always been the tradition in the former that 
there were no near collateral branches. 

B. St. C. Farquhar 
216 Gt. Western Road, BowerX 
Aberdeen. 

703. Colonel William Gordon, Bombay 
Army. — I should greatly like to know the origin of 
this officer. He is described as the son of James 



Gordon, London, who is said to have come from 
Rhynie. William entered the 6th (afterwards the nth) 
Bombay Infantry as a cadet in 1800. He afterwards 
served in the 23rd Bombay Infantry. He married 
on February 9, 1836, at the British Embassy, Paris, 
Elizabeth (daughter of Robert Forbes, Kensington, 
of the Culquhanny family, who had married his 
kinswoman, Janet Forbes). Col. Gordon died in 
London, October 28, 1841, and his widow died in 
1881. They had— 

1. Lieut.-Col. William Eraser Forbes Gordon, 
born June 30, 1837. entered the 20th Foot 
as an ensign. May i, 1855, exchanging into the 
63rd Foot in 1873. He went through the 
Indian Mutiny. In 1865 he married E. Griffiths, 
a widow (of Captain Nigel Buchanan) with 
seven children. Col. Gordon died March 17, 
1880. He had— 

Hugh Pennycuick Gordon, officer in the 
army; born July i6, 1866, died July 8, 
1904. 

2. Lieut. -Col. Robert William Thew Gordon, 93rd 
Highlanders; born December 3, 1838, died on 
board the troopship, Ganges, unmarried. May 
31, 1885. 

3. Rev. Thomas William Wilkie Gordon, Anglican 
clergyman; born September 27, 1841. He was 

^ once stationed at Aberdeen. Is he alive ? 

Col. William Gordon had a sister, Ann Margaret 
Gordon, who married Robert Gordon, son of James 
Gordon in Old Merdrum, and mother of Hugh 
William Gordon of The Knoll, Elgin, and of the late 
Mrs. ( Dr. ) John Geddes, Aberdeen. Any additional 
information on this Gordon family will be most 
welcome. J. M. Bulloch. 

704. Johnson's " Rambler." — Boswell states 
that a reprint of Johnson's Rambler was made in 
Edinburgh immediately after the appearance of the 
numbers in London. It is impossible, however, to 
gather from what he says whether the issue was in 
numbers or in volumes. From the notices of publi- 
cation which appear in the Scots Magazine^ it would 
seem as if the method adopted was to send out a 
completed volume as soon as the material was 
forward. Can anyone enlighten me as to how the 
issue took place ? I have unfortunately been unable 
to consult a copy. Neither the British Museum nor 
the Advocates Library is in possession of one. 
Boswell says the number printed was limited. 

Corson Cone. 

705. Lady Katharine Gordon.— I wish to 
know whether Lady Katharine Gordon, daughter of 
the 2nd Earl of Huntly, was married to Perkin 
Warbeck at the end of 1495 or the beginning of 
1496, and whether the ceremony took place at Perth ? 
Also, had they two children, and what became of 
them ? and what were the dates of Lady Katharine's 
subsequent marriages? 

Swaltowfield Park, Constance Kepbll. 

Reading. 
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706. Hugh and John McCallum.— I beg leave 
to ask Mr. W. B. R. Wilson, the writer of *♦ Notable 
Men and Women of Argyleshire," if he has any 
particulars to give concerning the career of the 
brothers McCallum, who had printed in 18 16, at the 
Montrose Review office, " An Original Collection of 
the Poems of Ossian, Orrann, Ullin, and other 
Bards." In page 86 of an introduction, it is stated 
that "the editors are natives of Argyleshire." I 
have heard that one of the brothers was a Roman 
Catholic priest, and stationed at Arisaig, parish of 
Ardnamurchan ; and I think it must have been John, 
as there is a letter to "Hugh McCallum, Esq.," 
quoted in pp. 224-5 ^om that eminent Gaelic scholar, 
Ewen McLachlan, then rector of the Grammar 
School of Old Aberdeen. The book is dedicated to 
the Duke of York as President of the Highland 
Society of London, and it must have been financially 
successful, inasmuch as there is a supplement of 
about sixty pages, double-columned, of subscribers' 
names, amounting to over three thousand. The 
Montrose printing office was put to desperate straits 
to provide capital M's to all the Macs who sub- 
scribed: italic caps, and small-caps, having been 
exhausted, they had to revert to lower-case for six 
columns of names ! The poems are somewhat short, 
but pithy and picturesque, without the spasmodic 
inflation of the Macpherson brand, and are con- 
fidently claimed to be the genuine product of the 
Celtic muse. Alba. 

Melbourne, Australia. 

707. Brodiesord. — This is the name of a farm 
at Cornhill. Is it associated with any person bear- 
ing the surname Brodie, or can any reader say how 
or when it became thus known ? 

Robert Murdoch. 

708. Lawrance, Painters. — In Vol. IV., p. 396, 
of Grave's " Royal Academy of Arts, 1769-1904," 
published by George Bell & Sons, London, 190(3, 
I note Leonard E. Lawrance and Mrs. Mary 
Lawrance, afterwards Mrs. Kearse. A short bio- 
graphy of the above-mentioned painters would be 
highly esteemed. Robert Murdoch. 

709. Leslies in Boharm. — Contemporary with 
William McWilliam in Wester Galdwall (S. N. 
&* Q., 2nd S., VII., 58), was Alexander McWilliam, 
assumed to be his brother. Alexander married 
Marjory Leslie, 6th August, 1717. They had : — 

1. William, baptised 6th Feb., 1720. 

2. John, baptised 28th Jan., 1721 (John Leslie 

being a witness). 

3. Alexander, baptised 20th Nov., 1724 (Jean 

Leslie being a witness). 

4. Isabell, baptised 31st March, 1730. 

5. Peter, baptised i6th August, 1733. 

To which branch of the Leslie family did those of 
the name located in Boharm belong? Are there 
any know^n descendants of the above marriage ? 

H. D. McW. 



710. "The Lassie wi' the Lint- White Locks." 
— Can any reader say where Miss Lorimer, ** The 
Lassie wi' the Lint- White Locks " — Burns' heroine 
— lies buried? Had she not in her latter days to 
pass through some trying experiences ? 

G. N. 

♦ 

answers. 



662. A Strange Method of Hair Dressing 
(2nd S., VII., 93). — Disraeli's Hair.— About sixty 
years ago, and perhaps later, on the eve of a ball, 
women rolled up locks of their hair with strips of 
thin sheet lead, called paper lead, from the inside of 
tea chests. It had two advantages over common 
curl papers — it darkened the hair, and the rolls were 
tight and close. 

Great interest was taken in the way in which 
Disraeli's hair was done. It was often mentioned 
in newspaper paragraghs and magazine brief articles. 
Sir Mounstuart Grant Duff thought it worth making 
a note about in his great diary. From some obser- 
vations he had made, he came to the conclusion 
that he wore a wig, but he was mistaken. Having 
formed one of a deputation who visited him, I paid 
some attention to his head, because I had noticed 
in the House of Commons that, though a mild- 
mannered gentleman, he turned round angrily when 
any passing behind him touched his head. For the 
benefit of ladies who love their lords as well as 
Viscountess Beaconsfield did hers, I may say that 
from the back of the neck a long slender lock had 
been taken and rolled up with a curling-tongs, and 
then drawn out over the crown of the head to the 
brow. Then other locks had been treated in the 
same way on both sides of the first, and so on till 
the whole head was covered. The different coils 
had been worked into one another and dressed up at 
the edge above the brow, so that little sign of the 
work of the curling-tongs was visible. 

John Milne, LL.D. 

663. Rev. Robert McPherson (2nd S.,VII., 
93, 109). — Since writing my communication which 
appeared on p. 109, I have turned up a Macpherson 
pedigree, which gives the Rev. Robert McPherson, 
appointed chaplain to Fraser's regiment in 1757, 
as eldest son of Andrew McPherson, Benchar (in 
Kingussie parish), by Isobel, daughter of George 
Macpherson of Invereshie. It also states that he 
was born in 1731, that his wife's name was Campbell, 
and that he died at Perth, 1792. Thus he could not 
have been identical with the person of the same 
name mentioned by " S." on p. 109. 

A. M. M. 

677. Thomas Stephen (2nd S., VII., 106).— 
I am unable to furnish ** Alba" with the date of 
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Thomas Stephen's death, but trust that the follow- 
ing particulars may be to some extent useful :— His 
father, the Rev. John Stephen, LL.D., Episcopal 
incumbent of St. James', Cruden, and chaplain in 
the Errol family, afterwards became rector of Christ 
Church, Nassau, New Providence. Thomas, his 
son, is said to have been born in 1789. He filled 
the position of medical librarian in King's College, 
London. As stated in the query, he issued a con- 
siderable number of publications, chiefly religious, 
and appears to have continued writing until about 
i86i,wnen his name ceases to be noted in publishers' 
lists. Perhaps his death may have taken place 
about that date. An inquiry addressed to the per- 
manent officials of King's College might elicit 
information. S. 

680. Rev. George Gordon (2nd S., VH., 106). 
— In Baptie's ** Musical Scotland" a few lines are 
devoted to the Rev. George Gordon, but little more 
is said about him than is given in the query. He is 
called a celebrated musician, good violinist, and 
composer." He is said to have published two 
volumes of sacred music for the use of Roman 
Catholic choirs. It is also added that he is believed 
to have assisted William Marshall, the Duke of 
Gordon's factor and a famous composer, in some of 
his works. W. 

684. D. Macgregor Peter, "Heraldist" (2nd 
S., VII., 107, 127).— In Jervise's "Land of the 
Lindsays," D. McG. Peter is named as the author 
of a book entitled "Baronage of Angus and Mearns," 
Edinburgh, 1856. No copy of the work seems to 
be on the shelves of the Advocates Library. 

S. 



this remarkable man's death, and a friend informs 
me that he has failed to find it in the Montrose 
Year Book." W. B. C. 

Stirling. 

68s "Glenmore" (2nd S., VIL, 107).— In 
Halkett and Laing's ** Dictionary of Anon3rmous 
Literature," the real name of ** Glenmore " is stated 
to have been Donald Shaw. S. 



" The Baronage of Angus and Mearns, comprising 
the Genealogy of three hundred and sixty Families — 
Curious Anecdotes — Descriptions of Clan Tartans, 
Badges, Slogans, Armoury, and Seats — Ancient 
Sculptures, etc. : being a Guide to the Tourist and 
Heraldic Artist. By David MacGregor Peter." 
Such is the title of a volume published in 1856, and 
extending to 384 pages. It is now scarce, having 
been withdrawn from publication upon the threat of 
a prosecution on account of alleged misrepresenta- 
tions in the article on Nicolson of Glenbervie. The 
late Rev. Dr. John Woodward, the well-known writer 
on heraldry, took the trouble to interleave his copy 
of Peter's book, and his corrections and additions 
are numerous and valuable. He also made an mdex 
of places, and a copy of an unpublished valuation 
roll. At the sale of Dr. Woodward's library, this 
bulky volume came into my possession, and, needless 
to say, it is much prized. D. MacG. Peter (as he 
signs his preface) afterwards contributed a series 
of articles on the same subject to the Montrose 
Standard^ but as far as I know, these have not been 
reprinted in volume form. A letter replying to some 
criticism of these articles is signed *'D. MacGregor 
Peter, Ex-M.S.D.L.," and is dated *• Montrose, 14th 
November, 1880." I am unable to give the date of 



I regret that I was unable sooner to answer 
"Alba's" query about " Glenmore," author of "High- 
land Legends," etc. His name was Donald Shaw, 
and he was born at Inchrory, almost within sight of 
the romantic Lynn of Avon, now included in the 
deer forest of Glenavon, parish of Kirkmichael, 
Banffshire. He was the younger of two sons born 
to James Shaw, farmer there, whose forefathers had 
been tenants of Inchrory for several generations. 
His mother was of the Stewarts of Torbain, of the 
Macwillie Stewarts, descendants of the notorious 
" Wolf of Badenoch." The Shaws claimed descent 
from Shaw Sg6rfhioclaich, the reputed leader of the 
Clan Chattan on the North Inch ; and in virtue of 
this descent, ** Glenmore's" brother, Alexander, was 
interred in the burying ground of that warrior in 
Rothiemurchus Churchyard, although "Glenmore" 
himself was buried in 1862 along with his father and 
other kindred in Tomintoul Churchyard. 

When Glenavon was made a deer forest by the 
first Duke of Richmond, the Shaws were removed 
to a large farm in Kinchardine, Strathspey, near the 
deer forest of Glenmore, also belonging to the duke. 
Donald Shaw spent most of his time knocking 
about the country. He had ample opportunity of 
collecting legends and stories of a byegone age, and 
it must be said that he might have done much more 
in that way, considering the amount of legendary 
lore floating at that time among the old inhabitants. 
' A far greater poetical genius, A. Macgregor Rose, 
a native of the same parish, author of " Hoch der 
Kaiser," etc (whose poems we are collecting for 
I publication), composed a beautiful ode on " Gien- 
j more's" death. We are tempted to give the con- 
cluding stanzas: — 

I " But alas I now he's gone, and no more will 
he sing 

Of the Spey or the Avon's shore ; 
While the faeries lament in their mystic rhymes 
I The death of the Bard of Glenmore. 



Ye murmuring winds, that in sympathy howl 
O'er the last bed of genius and lore. 

Sigh mournfully o'er him in * dark Tomintoul * 
A dirge for the Bard of Glenmore." 
Wishaw. R. D. (Macdhai). 

687. Sir John Sinclair, ist Bart, of Steven- 
son AND Murkle (2nd S.,VII., 107, 128). — The 
following passage from Anderson's "Scottish Nation," 
Vol. I., p. 525, confirms the answer given in last 
month's issue:—" The ninth earl [of Caithness] had 
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devised his own estate and that of Murkle (to which 
he had succeeded on his brother's death), failing his 
own heirs male and the heirs male of his brother 
Francis, and the younger sons successively of his 
daughter, the Countess of Fife, if she had any, to 
George Sinclair of Woodhall, one of the Lords of 
Session, and his heirs male, his nearest lawful heir 
male of line." Sir John Sinclair of Stevenson, 
nearest male heir of line of Lord Woodhall, . ac- 
cordingly succeeded. Sir John was descended from 
the Sinclairs of Longformacus, who traced their 
descent from Sir George St. Clair, third son of Sir 
William St Clair of Roslin, of the sixth generation 
of that illustrious family. S. 

688. Alex. Abbrcromby of Glassaugh's Daugh- 
ters (2nd S., VII., 107). — This fuller information 
may help anyone trying to answer the Abercromby 
query : 

Alex. a. of Glassauoh. = Catherine Dunbar. 
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Frazer of 
CulduthUI. 

t Old Genealogj and Hist of Bairds. 

J. M. M. 

69a Pebble Church Token (2nd S.,VII., 108, 
128). — The pebble token has been submitted to me, 
and I am of opinion it is the work of some unscrupu- 
lous dealer to impose on an enthusiastic collector as 
a unique specimen. 

The illustration given shows the letter T on the 
reverse, while on the pebble it is a cross, and the 
same mistake applies to the Campbeltown one, 
which also has the appearance of being a forgery, as 
the genuine and original one is much larger in size. 
Collectors must g^ard carefully against Uie imposi- 
tion of dealers (and even collectors) in these spurious 
articles. There must be many manufacturers of 
them, as recently I have had many forged specimens 
and types of odd tokens that were never in use sub- 
mitted to me. James Anderson. 

691. BuRNs's Lines at Stirling (2nd S., VII., 
125). — If Mr. William Harvey will refer to *' Robert 
Bums in Stirlingshire," by William Harvey, Stirling, 
1899, he ^'id the subject of his query discussed 
at some length. Not having seen Max>^eirs "Anim- 
adversions," I cannot speak with any confidence 
about the writers responsible for the three answers 
to Burns's lines on the window at Stirling. Assum- 
ing these answers to have been written by different 
persons, and not executed (as quite possibly they 
may have been) by Maxwell himself, it may be 
surmised that Burns's own reply (found in any echtion 



of his works) was one of them ; that Hamilton of 
Gladsmuir, Established Church clergyman (whose 
lines are quoted in Mr. Harvey's book above named), 
wrote another ; and that another EsUblished Church 
clergyman addicted to poetry — Muirhead of Urr's 
paraphrase of Martial's Epigram (quoted in the 
Kilmarnock edition of Burns, 1876) — may have 
been the third. But, of course, this reply is purely 
conjectural. W. S. 

692. Millar of Earnock (2nd S., VII., 125).— 
It is difficult to reconcile the statement advanced in 
this query with the facts as recorded by Burke. 
According to Burke, Sir Humphrey Colquhoun of 
Luss died in 17 15. Other authorities put his death 
three years later, but assuming Burke to be correct, 
it would appear that the deceased baronet was 
succeeded in the title and estates by his son-in-law, 
James Grant of Pluscardine, who assumed the name 
of Colauhoun. James Grant had married in 1702 
the only child of Sir Humphrey Colquhoun. He 
could have had no daughter old enough to be married 
in 1715. On the other hand, if the lady married in 
1715 were a daughter of Sir James Colquhoun, Sir 
Humphrey's father, she must have attained a some- 
what mature aee at the time of her marriage. 
Perhaps some other branch of the Colquhoun family 
may be meant. Macleod's Reminiscences of 
Garelochside and Helensburgh," which is said to 
contain a tolerably complete account of the Col- 
quhouns, may help to throw light on the matter. 

W. 



I have made inquiry regarding above, and cannot 
get any other information than that a daughter of 
Sir James Colquhoun married one of the Millars of 
Earnock in the year 1815. Sorry I cannot trace so 
far back as your correspondent wishes. 

J. J. W. Lamb. 

694. The Castlehill and Stocket Wood of 
Aberdeen (2nd S.,VII., 126).— Anderson (** Scottish 
Nation," III., 671) asserts that Sir Andrew Wood 
with two ships appeared off Aberdeen towards the 
end of 1488. He claimed the Stocket Wood and 
Castlehill as granted him by James III., and 
attempted to take possession of them. The claim 
was resisted by the citizens, and their defence sus- 
tained by the King and Privy Council. Such is 
Anderson's assertion, but he gives no authority for 
it. It is, of course, a mistake — a confusion between 
two persons of the same name, as indicated by the 
query. In 1493 Sir Andrew Wood was busily em- 
ployed in clearing the seas of English ships. 

S. 

698. A Land Measurement Term (2nd S., 
VII., 126).— The word "butt" as a substantive 
appears to be used in a perplexing variety of ways. 
Dr. Murray, in his ** New English Dictionary," de- 
fines no fewer than thirteen separate specific senses in 
which the word has been used in English, and many 
of these have from three to six subordinate senses in 
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which they are employed. Among these senses 
appearing in connection with that original use of 
the word in which it stands for a terminal point or 
boundary mark, is one in which it is employed to 
designate "the distance between two butts; the 
length of the shooting range"; also, as a measure 
of distance (cf. a bowshot). In 161 1 Sir Walter 
Raleigh is quoted to the following effect: **When 
two armies are within a distance of a butt's length." 

On the other hand, Dr. Murray defines another 
" butt," supposed to be derived from a different root, 
as (i) ** one of the parallel divisions of a ploughed 
field contained between two parallel furrows, called 
also a * ridge,' 'rig,' 'land,' *selion"'; (2) "such a 
ridge when short of its full length owing to the 
irregular shape of the boundary of the field." 

Dollar. W. B. R. W. 
♦ 

Xtterature. 



The Decline and Fall of the British Empire. 
Oxford : Alden & Co., Ltd., 1905. Price 6d. 
[60 pp., foolscap 8vo.] 

This dainty pamphlet well deserves the popu- 
larity it has attained. It makes believe to be 
published in Tokio in 2005 for use in the national 
schools of Japan, nnd is thus postdated or 
prophetic history. The anonymous author, who 
is very earnest and serious, as well as very able, 
surveying the signs of the times and the lines of 
tendency to certain developments which make 
for national ruin, does well to lift his warning 
voice. We have read the little book with much 
interest, and heartily recommend it as a book 
with a mission. 

The Red atui White Book of Menzies : a 
Review, by C. Poyntz Stewart, F.S.A. Scot. 
Exeter: Wm. Pollard & Co., 1906. Price is. 
[20 pp.] 

Many and serious are the complaints with 
which Mr. Stewart charges Mr. D. P. Menzies, 
the compiler of this book, which has evidently 
been written in the bliss of ignorance ; and, 
although the critic has taken twenty pages to 
express and justify his contempt for the work, 
yet has not the half been told. One seldom 
sees a review so trenchant and a protest so 
vigorous. As a second edition of the work is 
spoken of, it is to be hoped that it will belter 
the instruction of its indignant reviewer. Mr. 
Stewart advises Mr. Menzies' clan to " retrieve 
its literary mishap, and vindicate its really 
interesting ancient annals without delay." 

The Muckrake in Scottish History; or, Mr. 
Andrew Lang Re-criticised. By J. D. Wanliss 
(of Ballaral, Australia). Published by W. J. 



Hay, Edinburgh, 1906. [46 pp., cr. 8vo, price 
6d.] 

In this pamphlet, Mr. Wanliss's indictment 
against Mr. Andrew Lang is that he is so im- 
bued with "anti- Scottish feeling"— the national 
bias — as to warp his historical views. Arguing 
his case from the perfervidum ingeniuvi Scot- 
arum point of view, Mr. Wanliss is naturally 
indignant and justly severe at Mr. Lang's pre- 
judiced statements, so the contention is sharp 
between them. The litigants are not afraid of 
each other — are, in fact, worthy of each other's 
steel, and we trust that somehow good will 
come out of the controversy. 

"Historical Aberdeen." — Your reviewer 
of Mr. Eraser's book on "Historical Aberdeen" 
is in error in the statement he makes about Sir 
George Reid. According to the current "Who's 
Who"— from information supplied by Sir George 
himself — he was a pupil of the Aberdeen 
Grammar School, and has always been looked 
on as such by F.P. 



Several communications have had to stand 
over this month for want of room. 

* 

Scotd Booltd of tbe jflDontb. 

Accounts of the Lord High Treasurer of Scotland. 
Edited by Sir James Balfour Paul, F.S.A. Scot., 
Lord Lyon King-of-Arms. Vol. VI., a.d. 1531- 
1538. H.M. General Register House, Edinburgh. 

Hone, Nathaniel J. The Manor and Manorial 
Records. With 54 Illustrations. Royal 8vo. 
Net, 7s. 6d. Methuen. 

The Scots Peerage. Vol. III. Demy 8vo. Net, 
25s. David Douglas, Edinburgh. 

Trevelyan, Qeors:e Macaulay. England under 
the Stuarts. Second edition. Royal 8vo. Net, 
I OS. 6d. Methuen. 

Wanliss, J. D. The Muckrake in Scottish His- 
tory ; or, Mr. Andrew Lang Re-criticised. 8vo. 
Net, 6d. Wm. Jas. Hay, Edinburgh. 



NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
All communications should be accompanied by an 
identifying name and address. As publication day 
is the 25th of each month, copy should be in a few 
days earlier. Ed. 
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ARTHUR JOHNSTON. 

(ht S., ///., 127; VII., 14; IX., 29, 40, 05, 82, 85; 
X., 5-2, 99, 169,) 

The two sets of verses in honour of Arthur 
Johnston, printed below, seem to have escaped 
the notice of Colonel Johnston, whose very 
elaborate and careful bibliography of his col- 
lateral ancestor, the poet-physician, was issued 
in 1896, The verses are addressed to Johnston 
by John Leech, the epigrammatist (elder brother 
of David Leech, the poet — ist S., XL, 24), M. A., 
King's College, 1614; and appear in "Joannis 



Leochaei Scoti Musae Priores sive Poematum 
Pars Prior," Londini, 1620. This curious small 
octavo volume has ihree distinct paginations •.— 

A— H»= pp. [8] + 117 + [3]. Eroticon, lihri sex. 

B — G* = pp. 91 -f [5] (but with several mispagings, 
so that the last numbered page is marked 87 
instead of 91). Idyllia sive Eclogue. 

A*, B— G»= pp. [4] + 96 (mispaged 94). Epi- 
grammatum Ubri quatuor. 

Arcturo Ihonstono, D. Medico, 
poetae laureato. 

Carmina, queis dominae castes sacrauimus ignes ; 

Carmina quae Teijs lusimus in fidibus : 
Carmina, quae Lycidas in agris, Melisaeus in antro, 

Ad pastas pecudes, surddue saxa canit ; 
Carmina queis Boream Chloris, nemora auia lolas 

Affatur : Paphijs tactus arundinibus, 
Carmina, quae semper nugas, et vana loquuntur, 

Et cum melle iocos, et sine felle sales : 
Commendo, Ihonstone, tibi : tu necte soluta, 

CoUige sparsa, aufer vana, superba doma, 
Quid deceat, quid non, cautis circumspice ocellis, 

Nam mihi tu nasi solus acumen habes. 
Talis odoratu, sensisti Onopordon, ab vmbris 

Quum Stygijs nostros visere caepit 6vovt. 
Quem, quia sic impune omnes demisit in Orcum, 

Fac velit ad Stygias ipse redire domos. 
Vt, si Phoebe4 tantus sit in arte, furorum 

Vel tres tollat anus ; vel cito reddat Svovt. 

Epig. lib. ii., p. 42. 

Arcturo Iohnstono, Doctori Medico, 
poetae laureato. 

Nescio praeteritis quaenam, Ihonstone, diebus, 

Inuidit mihi te, sors mala, meque tibi, 
Quum tamen alterutrum alteruter quae sisse ieratur : 

Quum tamen alteruter fugit ab alterutro. 
Tu me quaesieras, ego quum te quaerere caepi, 

Tu me apud, atque ego apud te, nisi fallor, eram : 
Erf oris vitium hoc, nam ego te si forsan apud me, 

Aut tu quaesisses me te apud, vt licuit : 
Alterutrum alteruter facile inuenisset : eadem 

Luce, hor4, inque vno temporis articulo. 
Ridebit Bauij, sciat hoc, Onopordus, imago: 

Et Furijs plaudet, syderibusque suis, 
Quare te, vel me, face apud, te cernere'possim : 

Idmque vt conueniam, die age quo veniam. 

Epig. lib. iii., p. 61. 

P. J. Andkrson. 
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NOTABLE MEN AND WOMEN OF 
ARG YLESH I RE. 

(Continued from Vol. VII., 2nd S.,p. 138.) 

412. Malcolm. Sdmerled, Thane of Ar^yle, 
had a son of this name, who was slain with him, 
near Renfrew, in 1164. The surname Malcolm 
is said to have been originally Gillecolane or 
Gillechallum, derived from two Gaelic words 
signifying the "servant of St. Columba." The 
chief ot the clan Challum, or the MacCallums, 
an Argyleshire sept, originally styled the clan 
Challum of Ariskcednish, is Malcolm of Pol- 
talloch, whose family has been settled from a 
very early period in that country. 

413. Malcolm, Dugald, of Poltalloch. 
This Argyleshire country gentleman, who suc- 
ceeded to his paternal estate in 1779, was, it is 
said, the first to adopt the name of Malcolm as 
the family patronymic. Besides Poltalloch, the 
family possesses Kilmartin House and Duntrun 
Castle in the same county. 

414. Malcolm, David (Rev.), F.S.A. (or 
McColme) : Church of Scotland Divine and 
Author. Licensed to preach the Gospel in 1700, 
he was ordained to the parish of Duddingston 
in 1705. In 1 72 1 he was ecclesiastically cen- i 
sured and rebuked for celebrating the marriage 
of Provost Drummond,and in 1742 was deposed 
by the General Assembly for deserting his ' 
charge for two years without leave. He de- 
mitted his charge in 1743, and died in 1748. 
He was a Fellow of the Antiquarian Society of 
London. As an author, his works are, "An 
Essay on the Antiquities of Great Britain and 
Ireland," 1738; "Tracts Illustrating the Celtic 
Antiquities of Great Britain and Ireland," 1738. 
He proposed publishing a Gaelic dictionary in 
1732, but it did not proceed further, though he 
was encouraged by a committee of the General 
Assembly. 

415. Malcolm, Edward Donald, C.B. : 
British Officer. Born in 1 837, brother of Lord 
Malcolm of Poltalloch, he was educated at the 
Royal Military Academy, Woolwich, and en- 
tered the Royal Engineers in 1854. He served 
in Turkey, the Indian Mutiny, China, and 
Canada, and retired as colonel in 1894. 

416. Malcolm, Henry H. L., Major, 
D.S.O. He was bom in i860, the son of 
Malcolm of Glenmorag, Argyleshire. He en- 



tered the army in 1879 an ensign in the 
Cameron Highlanders, and has served in Egypt 
— where he was twice wounded — in the Nile 
Expedition, and in South Africa. He received 
his D.S.O. in 1900. 

417. Malcolm, Ian Z.\charay, M.P.: Con- 
servative Politician. He was born in Quebec 
in 1868, the eldest son of Colonel E. D. Malcolm 
(No. 415). He was educated at Eton and Oxford, 
and be^an his career in the diplomatic service. 
In 1895 he stood as a candidate in the Con- 
servative interest for the Stowmarket division of 
Suffolk, and won the seat by a majority of i,443- 
He was returned again for the same constituency 
in 1900, but retired at the late general election, 
his views being inclined to Free Trade. Under 
the last Government he was Parliamentary Sec- 
retary to the Chief Secretary for Ireland. He 
has- written " The Calendar of Empire," as well 
as numerous magazine articles. 

418. Malcolm, John Wingfield, ist 
Baron Poltalloch : Conservative Politician. 
He was born in 1833, and educated at Eton and 
Oxford. Formerly he acted as Lieut.-Colonel in 
command of the 5th Argyle and Sutherland 
Volunteer Highlanders. He sat in Parliament 
for Boston, 1860-80, and for Argyleshire, 1886 92. 
He was a famous rifle shot. He was the 
nephew of Neill Malcolm, who was M.P. for 
Boston from 1826 to 1830. He was created ist 
Baron Malcolm of Poltalloch in 1896, and had 
previously been made a C.B. in 1892. He is 
also D.L. for Argyleshire, and is a J. P. for Kent 
and also for Argyle. 

419. Malcolm, Nkill, M.P. : Conservative 
Politician. Born about the beginning of the 
19th century, he sat in the House of Commons 
as one of the members for Boston from 1826 to 
1830, and died in 1857, when he was succeeded 
by his brother, John, who was D.L. for both 
Argyleshire and Kent. 

420. Malcolm, , Esq. : Successful 

Merchant. Born 1814 and died 1893. This 
remarkable man made his way from poverty 
and obscurity to wealth and influence, and his 
career yields a striking illustration of what can 
be done by Scottish sagacity and enterprise and 
indomitable perseverance. Mr. Malcolm went 
to Venice, a poor lad, in 1832. After several 
years of hard work he was enabled to enter the 
timber trade, in which he quickly made his for- 
tune, becoming one of the leading merchants in 
that business in Italy. He speculated with 
complete success during the Crimean War. Mr. 
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Malcolm, at his death in 1893, was a landowner 
in Argyleshire : but possessed, in addition, three 
palaces in Venice, a country seat in Lombardy, 
extensive forests in Cadore, a large property and 
vast sawmills at Longarone. He also possessed 
a fine collection of Venetian pictures, furniture, 
glass, and objects of art. In addition, his per- 
sonal estate was valued at 150,000. Mr. 
Malcolm always lived a very quiet and retired 
life, but he was known to every one in Venice^ 
and was much esteemed by all classes in the 
city. 

Dollar. W. B. R. WILSON. 

{To be continued.) 

* 

GERSHOM CARMICHAEL, M.A. 

In nearly all our Scottish biographical and 
similar dictionaries there is a brief account 
given of the life of the above gentleman in this 
fashion : — ** Gerrhom Carmichael, born in Glas- 
gow in 1682, educated at the University there, 
appointed minister of Moniraail, which he re- 
signed on securing the professoriate of Moral 
Philosophy at his Alma Mater ; died in 1738, 
aged 56. His eldest son, Rev. Frederick Car- 
michael, D.D., succeeded him in the Fifeshire 
church/' This account is notoriously inaccurate, 
yet it seems to have been taken as gospel, as it 
is repeated cui nauseam by people who ought to 
know better. A little "fossicking^' in the Rev. 
Dr. Scott's Fasti " satisfied me that it was a 
mass of mis-statements. I specify them : — 

1. N'lme. — Not Gerrhom, but Gershom, which 
Scripture readers know was the first-born son of 
Moses by Zipporah, signifying a stranger— (see 
Exodus ii. 22). Gershom is a proper Christian 
name, although seldom used. How it got to be 
turned into Gerrhom is a puzzle, for it seems an 
absurd way of spelling Jerome. Indeed, the 
" Biographie Universelle" calls him Jerome. 

2. Birth. — Stated to have been born in 1682, 
but as his eldest son was born in 1700, when the 
future professor was only 18, this date must be 
erroneous. If he was 56 at the time of decease, 
as is alleged, his birth would be about 1673. 

3. Profession. — Reported to have been the 
minister of Moniniail. Manifestly incorrect. 
He was not a clergyman, but probably a lawyer. 
His chief publication supports that theory: it was 
some acute annotations on the great civilian 
Puffendorffs treatise, "De Officio Hominis et 
Civis juxta Legem Naturalem," which he had 
drawn up for the use of his students. 

4. Death. — Asserted to have died in 1738. 
Another mistake. He died in 1729, and his 



youngest son, Frederick, was a candidate for 
the position. Being only 21 years of age, he 
was not appointed, although he had been acting 
as a deputy for some time. 

5. Sons. — Frederick is stated to have been the 
eldest son, because he was minister of Monimail 
in 1737, and was succeeded in 1742 by his 
brother, the Rev. Gershom Carmichael. This 
is where the confusion has arisen. There was 
a Gershom Carmichael minister of Monimail, 
but it was the' son, not the professor. This 
reverend gentleman was translated to Dundee, 
and died there, 6th November, 1761, aged 61, 
which gives his birth in 1700. The Rev. Fred. 
Carmichael, D.D., died minister of Greyfriars 
Church, Edinburgh, of fever, on the 17th 
October, 1751, aged 43, which would make his 
birth in 1708. He was the ablest of the two 
brothers, but not the eldest. The Rev. Gershom 
must have been engaged in tutorial or dominie 
labours before he got a kirk. See Dr. Carlyle's 
"Autobiography'* (i860) for some notice of F. 
Carmichael, D.D. Alba. 

Melbourne, Australia. 

* 

The Duchess of Gordon in 1808.— Lord 
Gower writes to Charles Kirkpatrick Sharpe, 
April 9, 1808 : — "The Duchess of Gordon is as 
much about as ever, tho' she complains of great 
blindness, etc., etc. She cannot resist any ball 
or assembly." (C. K. Sharpe's "Correspon- 
dence," I., 331.) Sharpe, writing to his mother 
from Edinburgh, on June 14, 1808, says : — " The 
Puchess of Gordon is here on her way north. I 
called upon her yesterday, and found her per- 
fectly beautiful, covered with lace veils and 
artificial roses, and surrounded by three ugly, 
yellow London babies of the Duchess of Man- 
chester" {ibid.^ I., 341). Sharpe, writing to 
Lady Charlotte Campbell in 1811, speaks of the 
Duchess as " one who never had a moral in her 
life." 



DURRIS.— To the bibliography of Deeside 
should be added a little known " Act [of Parlia- 
ment] to enable George Duke of Gordon or the 
heir of entail in possession to sell the entailed 
estate of Durris and purchase other lands in 
lieu thereof" (9 George IV., cap. 44: July 25, 
1828). The estate included the whole of the 
parish of Durris, 17,000 imperial acres, and 
3,000 acres in Banchory and Strachan. The 
4th Duke entailed Durris on April 7, 181 5 (i) to 
his son, the Marquis of Huntly, (2) to his brother. 
Lord William Gordon, and then to his five 
daughters. The Act, which runs into 22 pages, 
gives minute details of all the farms and tenants. 
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THE BURIALS IN THE SNOW 
CHURCHYARD, 1776-1876. 

Mr. G. M. Eraser's sketch of the Snow 
Churchyard in his "Historical Aberdeen" is 
quite readable so far as it goes, but like much 
antiquarian work it gives us very little new 
material. Yet there lay to his hand absolutely 
new and extremely interesting matter in the 
shape of the list of those Catholics who have 
been buried in the Snow Churchyard, Old 
Aberdeen, from 1776. Curiously enough, I 
had made enquiries for this list before Mr. 
Eraser's book appeared, and I am indebted for 
it to the University factors. No doubt some of 
your readers may be able to throw light upon 
some of the Catholics commemorated. 

J. M. Bulloch. 

NOTE OF BURIALS SINCE 1776. 

1776. February 10. Mrs. Gordon of Coneregie lies 

close by the north dyke near the middle. 

1777. July 23. Miss Nans Leslie of Pittkapple lies 

below Pittkapple^s stone. 

1780. April 15. Miss Isobel Leslie of Pittkapple 

lies in the south side of her sister, close by 
the stone. 

August II. Bishop Grant lies in the middle 
at the west end of Pittfodles' stone. 

October 21. Miss Margaret Cruckshank lies 
in the north side of Pittfodles' stone, close 
by it. 

178 1. March 16. Mrs. Gordon, his sister, lies in 

his grave. 

June 10. Miss Peggie Gordon lies in the 
south side of Bishop Granfs stone, close 
by it 

December 16. Miss Ann Young lies at the 
head of Bishop Grant's stone, close by it. 

1785. March 26. Mr. Ried lies at the south side 

of Pittfodlcs' stone, next to the dyke. 
December 31. Mrs. Hay lies close by Bishop 
Grant's grave, in the north side. 

1786. April 2. Mr. George Mereson lies at the 

south dyke at Mr. Ried's head. 
1788. June ig. David Menzies, Esq. of Concrege, 
beneath Pittfodles' stone, to the north side. 

1790. July 22. Mr. James Menzies, Esq. of Pitt- 

fodles, lies beneath his father's stone in the 
south side. 

November 13. Mrs. Forbes lies in the south 
side of Bishop Grant, close by him. 

1791. February 16. Mr. John Goodsman lies in 

the north side of Isobel Gordon, close by 
her. 

1792. December 11. Miss Wishart lies near the 

stone in the middle of it. 
T794. July 8. Mrs. Ranking lies at the head of 
Bishop Grants below a stone. 



1795. March 10. Mr. Wm. Grant lies at the head 
of Pittfodles' stone. 

1799. February 15. Bishop Geddes lies in Bishop 

Grant's grave. 
August 15. Mrs. Branders lies in her sister's 
grave. 

November 9. Mrs. Ann Forbes lies by Pitt- 
fodles in the north side. 

1800. December 24. Miss Bell Gordon lies in her 

sister's grave. 

1801. June 25. Miss Catheren Rankin lies in her 

mother's grave. 

1802. March 4. Miss Kenny Gordon lies close b>' 

her sister, in the south side. 
June 15. Miss Peggie Maxwell lies below 
Pittfodles' stone. 

1803. December 23. Miss Maxwell lies below Pitt- 

fodles' stone, in the south side. 
1805. August 2. Mrs. Menzies of Pittfodles lies 

l^low their own stone. 
1807. December 15. Mr. David Tyrie lies close by 

Bishop Grant's stone, in the north side. 
181 1. June II. Mr. James Massey lies in the 

second grave from Pittfodles' stone, on 

the south side. 
October 23. Mr. Charles Amot lies in the 

second grave from Bishop Grant's, on the 

south side. 

1813. February 4. Eneas Robertson, son of James 
Robertson of Shields, lies below Captain 
David George's stone, on the south side of 
John Rankin's stone. 

1815. March 30. Mr. Donald McDonald and his 

daughter were buried in the second grave 
from Bishop Grant's stone, on the north 
side. 

1816. January 29. The Rev. John Reid lies in the 

grave next to Bishop Grant's, on the south 
side. 

January 30. Miss Rankin lies under their 
own stone at the head of Bishop Grant's. 

February 18. Mrs. A Braing lies at the 
south dyke, at the head of Miss Rankin's 
grave. 

February 21. Alexander Gordon was buried 
in the Snow Churchyard, between Pitt- 
fodles' stone and Mr. Massie's. 
1818. January 24. A Child of Mr. McDonald's 
lies in the grave next the north dyke, op- 
posite Miss Rankin's Grave stone. 

February 21. Miss Elisabeth Burnett lies 
in the grave next Pittfodles' stone, on the 
North side. 

March 31. Miss Gordon lies on the north 
side of John Rankin's stone, close by it. 

July 5. James Bonneman lies in the second 
grave from John Rankin's stone, on the 
North • side. 

December 21. Mrs. David Menzies lies 
below Pittfoddles' Stone, in the centere 
grave. 

1820. February 28. Miss Jane Gordon was buried 
I in the Snow Church-yard, and lies on the 
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line at the head of Mr. Rankin's stone, 
opposite the second grave on the west side 
of the stone. 

1821. March 14. May Forbes lies in the Snow 

Church yard in the grave next the North 
Dyke, opposite Miss Ranken's Grave stone. 
September 15. Mrs. Scott lies in the Snow 
Church yard, second Grave from the South 
Dike. 

1822. February 23. Mrs. Bonneman lies in Snow 

Church yard in the second grave from John 
Rankin's stone, on the north Side. 

1823. December 6. Miss Janet McNab lies in the 

Snow Church Yard in the grave next 
Bishop Grant's stone, on the North Side. 
December 16. The Revd. Mr. Gordon lies 
in the Snow Church Yard, in Bishop 
Grant's grave. 

1824. March i. Mr. Alexr. McNab was buried in 

the Snow Church yard in the same Grave 
with his Daughter, in the Grave next 
Bishop Grant's stone, on the north side. 
May 17. Mr. Hary Shaw lies in the Snow 
churchyard below Captn. David George's 
stone, on the South side of John Rankin's 
stone. 

1825. May 28. Mr. James Gordon was Buried in 

the Snow Church yeard Below Mr. Rankin's 
stone. 

July 23. Helen Sangster, a Child of Mr. 
Sangster, Advocat, was Buried in the Snow 
Churchyeard, in the Grave at the head of 
Capt. David George's Grave stone. 

1826. May 19. Miss Farquerson was buried in the 

Snow Church yeard in the Grave next 
Bishop Grant's Stone, on the South side. 
June 13. Margrat McKenzie was buried in 
the snow Church yeard at the head of Mr. 
Sangster's child's Grave, at the south side; 
a native of Bremar. 

1827. June 27. Dawny, son of Mr. Dawny,was 

Buried in the snow Church yeard at the 
head of Mr. Rankin's stone, in the middle. 
September ig. John Dawson was buried in 
the Snow church yeard in the Grave next 
the north dyke, at the head oi Mr. Bonne - 
man's stone. 

1828. February 22. Mr. McDonald was buried in 

the Snow churchyeard in the Grave by the 
north dyke, next to Mr. Bonneman's stone, 
on the same hne. 
October 20. James, Infant sone of Captn. 
Kyle, was buried in the Snow Church 
yeard, in the Grave betwext Pitfoddels' and 
Mr. Massie's stones. 

1829. March 27. Miss Mary Ann Thomson was 

buried in the Snow Church yeard below 
Mr. Rankin's Stone. Aged 94. 
April 22. William Arnot was Buried in the 
Snow Church yeard, the second Grave 
from Bishop Grant's stone, on the South 
side. 

1830. September 10. Mr. John Wilson was Buried 



in the Snow Church yeard, the Grave Next 
to Pitfoddels' stone, the north side. 

1 83 1. February 23. Capt. Daniel Gordon was 

Buried in the Snow Church yeard in Mr. 
McNab's grave. [He was an officer in 
turn in the Dutch service (from which he 
retired in 1794), the Northern Fencibles, 
the Aberdeenshire Militia, the 55th, and 
the 34th Regiments.] 

1832. May 2. Charles Gordon, Student at Blears, 

was Buried in the Snow Church yeard be- 
low Capt. David George's stone. Aged 23. 

October 17. M. Dawny, daughter of Mr. 
Dawny, was Buried in the Snow Church 
yeard at the head of Mr. Rankin's Stone. 
'833. January 17. Miss Massie was Buried in the 
Snow Church yeard under Mr. Massie's 
grave stone. 

June 8. Helen Loudon was buried in the 
Snow Church yeard at the head of Margret 
McKenzie's Grave. 

November 5. Charles Dawson was Buried 
in the Snow Church yeard in the grave 
next the north dyke, at the head of Mr. 
Bonneman's stone. 

December 16. Mr. Dawny's Childe was 
buried in the Snow Church yeard at the 
head of Mr. Rankin's stone. 

1834. February 18. Mr. Dawney's Child was 
buried in the Snow Church yeard at the 
head of Mr. Rankin's stone. 

March 3. Miss Hannah Macnab was buried 
in the Snow Church yeard below their own 
stone, north side of Bishop Grant's stone. 
June 2. Miss Ann Sangster, daughter of 
Mr. Sangster, advocat, was buried in the 
Snow Church yeard, in the Grave at the 
head of Captn. George's Grave stone. . 
July 8. Miss Ferguson was buried in the 
Snow Churchyeard in her sister's grave, 
next Bishop Grant's, on the south side. 
July 24. Thomas Mare was buried in the 
Snow Church yeard at the head of Mr. 
Dawny's children's Grave. 

1835. January g. William Innes from blearews 
[Blairs] was buried in the Snow Church 
yeard below Capt. George's Grave stone. 

March ig. The Revd. Mr. Fraser was buried 
in the Snow Church yeard in Bishop 
Grant's Grave. 
May 21. Downey, son of Mr. Downey, 
was buried in their grave at the head of 
Mr. Rankin's stone. 
July 27. Andrew Gray from Blearews was 
buried in the Snow Church yeard below 
Capt. George's Grave stone. 
July 31. Miss Mary Hamelton was Buried 
in the Snow Church yeard in Pitfoddles' 
grave, below the stone. 
September 8. Mrs. Ann Allan or Cambell, 

wife of Allan, of the Coast Guard 

Station, Cove, was Buried in the Snow 
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Church Yard, Second grave South of 
Bishop Grant's grave. 
December 30. John Bonneman, a Child of 
Mr. Bonneman's, was buried in the Snow 
Church yeard below their own Stone. 

1836. August 19. Mrs. Dawny was buried in the 

Snow Church yeard, in their grave at the 
head of Mr. Rankin's stone. 
December 29. Mrs. Stuart was buried in the 
Snow Church yeard at the South side of 
Mrs. Landie's Grave. 

1837. April ig. Revd. Mr. James Sharp was buried 

in the Snow Church yeard under Mr. 
Rankin's stone. 
May 2. Robert Grant from Blearews was 
buried in the Snow Church yeard, m the 
Grave on the south side of Captain 
George's grave. 

1838. February 10. Mrs. Campble was buried in 

the Snow Church yeard in Hellen Louden's 
Grave. 

October 3. Margret Bonneman, a Child of 
Mr. Bonneman 's, was buried in the Snow 
Church yeard below their stone. 

December 24. Frederick Condell, Child of 
Mager Condell, Fonthill-place, near Aber- 
deen, was buried in the Snow Church 
yeard at the head of Mr. Sangster's grave 
stone. 

1839. July II. Miss C. Bonneman, daughter of 

Mr. Bonneman, was Buried in the Snow 
Church yeard below their gjrave stone. 

August 22. Robert Paterson, Student at 
Blearews, was Buried in the Snow Church 
yeard in the Grave on the South side of 
Capt. George's Grave, on the line with 
Rankin's stone. 

December 25. Chariot Stuart was Buried in 
the Snow Church yeard, the second Grave 
from the south dyke at the west end. 

1840. January 28. Josephine, infant daughter of 

Major Condell, was buried in their own 

Grave at the head of Mr. Sangster's. 
May II. Mrs. Sarah Reid was buried in 

Mr. McNab's Grave. Aged 81 years. 
October 21. Charles Collins, Student at 

Blairs, was buried on the South Side of 

Capt. George's Grave. 

1841. February i. Miss Mary More was buried in 

the Grave at the head of Mr. Dawny's Grave. 
February 17. Wilson was buried in 

the grave next to Pitfodels', on the North 
side. 

February 26. Alexander Stuart was buried 
in their on grave at the South Dyke. 

May 17. Margaret Casey was buried in the 
Grave next Chariot Stuart's, on the 
North Side. 

1842. February 26. Charles Cattenach's child, 

Agnes, was buried at the North Dyke. 
April 26. Paul Macpherson was buried in 
the Grave next Mr. Cattenach's, in the 
same line. 



1843. January 17. Mr. Bonnyman's Son, James, 

was buried in their own grave. 

1844. February 10. Mrs. MacKnab was buried in 

their own Grave. Aged 83 years. 
April 24. Margaret Mary Kyle, Daughter 

of Captain Kyle, was buried in their own 

grave. Aged ig years. 
May 10. Mrs. Christina Stewart, aged 74, 

was buried in the grave on the North side 

of Wilson of Glasgowego*s Grave, close 

by the wall. 
December 23. William Arnot, aged 56, was 

buried in the second Grave from Bishop 

Grant's, on the south side. 
1843. April 4. Mrs. Bonnyman was buried in their 

own grave. 

1846. March 25. Major Condel's Son, Frederick 

William, aged 3 years. 
April 7. Major Condel's Infant son, Henry 
Sayd. 

May 20. Frederick Carmond, aged 19, 
student, Blairs, was buried in the Students' 
grave in front of Sharp's Tablet, first grave 
by the South Wall. 

August ig. Mrs. Condel, Wife of Major 
Condel, was buried in the Snow Church- 
yard. 

December 18. Miss Fraser was buried in 
Mr. Menzies of Pitfodels' Grave. 

1847. January 18. Alexander Rae, aged 17, 

Student, Blairs, was buried by the side of 

Frederick Carmond, in front of Mr. 

Sharp's Tablet, second Grave from the 

South Wall, called Captn. George's. 
March 18. Miss Mary Fraser, aged 74, was 

buried in Mr. Menzies' Grave. 
July 3. Ann Stronach was buried in Mr. 

Menzies' Grave. Aged 86 years. 
September 15. Henrietta Brander was buried 

close to Bishop Grant's Stone, South Side. 

Aged 88. 

December 3. Jane Moir was buried at the 
Head of Mr. Downie's children's grave. 
184 8. January 11. Janet Scott was buried on the 
South side at the foot of Captain Kyle's 
grave, and in the same line. Aged 64 
years. 

March 21. Ann McKnab, aged 60, from the 
Blairs, was buried in the same Grave with 
Christina Stewart, on the North side of 
Glasgowego's grave, by the Wall. 
i84g. January 8. William Gellen, aged 58, was 
buried by the West Dyke in the very- 
middle. 

January 27. Margaret, daughter of James 

Bonneyman, aged 21 years, was buried 

under his own stone. 
March 3. William McDonald Kyle, son of 

Captn. Kyle, was buried in their own 

grave. 

June 8. Major Charles Grant was buried by 
the side of Mr. Bonnyman's stone, by the 
North Dyke. Aged 64 years. 
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1850. March 11. Margaret Geddes was buried in 
Mr. Cattenach's grave at the Head of 
Major Grant's, by the North Wall. Aged 
33 years. 

July 23. Cattenach, daughter of Mr. 

Cattenach, Aberdeen, was buried in their 
own grave at the head of Major Grant's 
stone, by the North Wall. 

October 10. Jean Mitchell Walker, daughter 
of Mr. Walker, Bookseller, Aberdeen, was 
buried close by William Gillan's stone on 
North side, West end. Aged 6 years. 

November 27. Charles Grant was buried on 
the North side of Mr. Walker's daughter's 
grave, West end, next the Wall. Aged 57. 
1852. April 30. William Gray was buried in the 
same grave with his wife, Janet Scott, at 
the foot of Captain Kyle's grave. Aged 68. 
1853- January 23. James Bonnyman was buried 
in their own Grave, aged 63 years. 

February 18. Henry Hall Coppinger, from 
Blairs, was buried in the students' grave 
in front of Mr. Sharp's Tablet, close to the 
South Wall. Aged 18 years. 

1854. April 25. The Revd. John Reid was buried 

in Miss Brander's Grave on the South side 
of Bishop Grant's stone, close by it. 
Aged 36 years. 

1855. May 4. Helen [McDonell] Grant, wife of 

Colonel Kyle of Binghill, was buried in 
their own grave. 
November 5. Mr. Baillie's child, Anna, 
aged 14 months, was buried by the North 
Dyke, at the foot of Christina Stewart's 
grave. 

November 27. The Revd. Charles Gordon 
was buried under Bishop Grant's stone. 

1856. December 15. Christina Hatt was buried in 

Miss Brander's grave, close by Bishop 
Grant's stone. Aged 66 years. 

1857. July 21. Mrs. Bonnyman, wife of Mr. John 

Bonnyman, was buried under their own 
Stone. 

August 18. Margaret Stewart was buried in 
her sister's grave, at the West end. Aged 
53 years. 

i860. February 2. Alexander McDonald Walker, 
son of Mr. Walker, Bookseller, was buried 
in their own grave. 

September 11. The Revd. James Sharp, 
ex-President, Blairs College, was buried in 
his brother's grave, in the middle, under 
Captn. George's stone. 

September 20. James McNeil, Student, from 
Blairs College, was buried in the students' 
grave, second from the south Wall. 
1863. January 26. Mr. John Bonnyman, Black- 
smith, Aberdeen. 

February 3. Thomas Sangster, Esquire, 
Advocate in Aberdeen. 

April 29. Isabella Bonnyman or Gillan, 
Aberdeen. 

October 5. Harriet Hatt, Aberdeen. 



1865. July 22. Col. Kyle, Aberdeen. 

1867. June 6. Janet Geddes, Aberdeen, buried in 

Master Cattenach's grave. 
August 8. Gordon Mary Hatt, of 34 Union 
Place. 

August 22. Charles Dawson Bonnyman, 
Advocate in Aberdeen, buried in family 
grave. 

December 10. Helen Kyle, daughter of 
J. A. Kyle, Esq. of Binghill, buried in 
Kyle Family Grave. 

December 30. John Shaw Shaughnessy, 
buried in Students' (Blairs) grave. 

1868. November 19. John Ligoiner Hatt, of 

34 Union Place. 

1869. January 4. James Alexander Kyle, Esq. of 

Binghill, buried in family grave. 

1874. January . Jane Hatt, of 32 Union Street, 

Aberdeen, buried in Miss Brander's Grave 
on the south side of Bishop Grant's stone, 
close by it. 
August 8. Mrs. Carmichael, Blairs, aged 
was buried in the grave of Mrs. Christina 
Stewart, on the north side of Wilson of 
Glasgowego's Grave, close by the wall. 

1875. July 7. John Bonnyman, of 24 Craigie 

Street, Aberdeen, buried in Family Grave. 

1876. March. Henrietta Hatt died on the 8th 

March, and was buried on loth in Mr. 
Hatt's grave. 

* 

Andrew Melville.— In 1814 a Bristol 
antiquary published several thin volumes of 
biographical memoranda from MSS. in his 
possession. They were in the Melbourne Public 
Library some thirty years ago when I inspected 
them, but are not there now. An English poem, 
signed "And. Meluin," arrested my attention, 
and I copied it. It purports to be a sonnet sent 
to Sir Francis Bacon, then Solicitor- General, 
who had gifted a copy of his "Essays" to 
Melville, a prisoner in the Tower of London 
( 1 607- II). A Latin essay, entitled "i^thiopissa,*' 
was forwarded with the lines, which are as 
follows :- - 

To Sir Francis Bacon. 

My Lord, a diamond to me you sent, 
And I to you a Blackamoor present. 
Gifts speak the givers, for as these refractions. 
Shining and sharp, point out your rare perfections, 
So, by the other you may read in me, 
Whom scholar's habit and obscurity 
Hath soiled with black, the colour of my state, 
Till your bright gift my darkness did abate : 
Only, my noble Lord, shut not the door 
Against this mean and humble Blackamoor. 
Perhaps some other subject I had tried, 
But that my ink was factious for that side. 
[1610.] And. Meluin, 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 
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COMMUNION TOKENS 

OF THE 

ESTABLISHED CHURCHES OF THE PRESBYTERIES OF LERWICK, BURRAVOE, AND 

OLNAFIRTH. 
(Synod of Shetland.) 

Th$ inscription on the token is shown in black type. Separate lines are indicated by vertical bars. 
The sizes are given in sixteenths of an inch, 

PRESBYTERY OF LERWICK. 
BRB8SAT, BUBKA, AMD QUABFF. 

(I) 0bv.-BRE55A I BURRA & | QUARPP. 

Rev.— 1. COR. I II. J3. Oval, 12^ x 19. Illustration 18. 

DUHBOeSMBSS. 

(1) Obv. — No inscription. 
Rev.— Blank. Square, gj. 

(2) Obv. — D. K. Representing Dunrossness Kirk. 
Rev. — 1749. Oblong, 10 x 11. Illustration 4. 

(3) Obv.— D. K. The initial letters for Dunrossness Kirk. 
Rev.- 1797. Oblong, 10 x 12. Illustration 5. 

(4) Obv. — D. K Repiipsenting Dunrossness Kirk. 

Rev. — J. D. (John Duncan was minister from 1805 to 1813.) Oblong, 8 x 12. Illustration 7. 

FAIR JBUL 

(1) Obv. — No inscription. 
Rev. — Blank. Square, 10. 

(2) Obv.— F. K. Representing Fair Isle Kirk. 

Rev.— I. M. I 1758. (John Mill was minister at this date.) Square, loj. Illustration 8. 

LERWICK 

(1) Obv.— LERWICK. (Plain block letters.) 
Rev.— I. COR. 11. J3. Oval, 12 x 19. 

(2) Obv. — LERWICK with ornamenul lines above and below. 

Rev.— ««Thisclo | in remembrance | of me." | 1 COR. XL 24. Oval, i2ix i6i. Illustration 9. 

(3) Obv.— LERWICK. With ornamental lines above and below. 

Rev.— *• This do | in remembrance | of me." | I COR. XI. 24. Oval, 12J x 164. (Numbers 
2 and 3 differ in type.) 

SANDWICK. 

Obv.— SANDWICK. 

Rev.— I COR. II. 33. Oval, 134 x i6i. Illustration 16. 

TmawALL. 

Obv.-TINQWALL. 

Rev.— 1. COR. II. 33. Oval, 12 x 18^. Illustration 20. 

PRESBYTERY OF . BURRAVOE. 

FETLAB AMD NORTH TEUh 

(1) Obv.— F. The initial letter of name of parish (Fetlar). 

Rev.— J. 1. (James Ingram was minister from 1803 to 1821.) Upright oblong, 6} x 10. Illus- 
tration 10. 

(2) Obv.— F. N. v. I C. C. M. Representing Fetlar, North Yell. (Charles Cowan, minister from 

1822 to 1829.) 

Rev.— 1. COR. I II. j8. Oval, ii} x 18. Illustration 11. 

(3) Obv.-F. N.Y.J I. COR. | li. j8. 

Rev.-CHARLB5 COWAN | MIN» | iSJa. Oval, 114 x l^. 

MID YELL. 

Obv.— J. R. I M & S. YELL. | l8a8. (James Robertson was minister at this date.) 
Rev.— !«» CORINTH | XI CHAPTER | VERSE 33? Oval, 12 x 17. Illustration 21. 
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SOUTH TELL. 

Obv.-50UTH YBLL | PARI5H CHURCH | 1880. 

Rev.— **ThU do in | remembrance | of me." | I COR. XI. Oblong, with cut corners, 
12 X 17. 

UNST. 

(1) Obv. — U. (The initial letter of name of parish.) 

Rev. — Blank. Upright oblong, 11 x i2. Illustration 6. 

(2) Obv.-UNST CHURCH. In semi-circle, with 1850 underneath. 
Rev.— I, COR. XI. a8. Oblong, with cut corners, 13 x 16. 

PRESBYTERY OF OLNAFIRTH. 
DELTINO. 

(1) Obv. — ^Two 5mall circles in centre of field, with no inscription. 
Rev. — Blank. Oblong, 11 x 14. Illustration 13. 

(2) Obv. — M I I. B. I 1753. (John Barclay was minister at this date.) 

Rev. — Blank. Upright oblong, with cut corners, 10 x 14. Illustration 14. 

(3) Obv. — D. I 1798. The initial letter of name of parish. 

Rev. — Blank. Oblong, with cut corners, 10 x 11. Illustration 15. 

(4) Obv.— PARISH OF DELTINQ. 184a. Around outside, with REV» J. P. MINISTER, 

in centre. (John Paton was minister at this date.) 
Rev.— "This do in remembrance of me." Around outside, with I COR 1 XI. 34 in centre. 
Oval, 13 J X 18. * ' 

MBBTINO. ^ . 

(1) Obv. — N L (In monogram.) Representing Nesting and Lunnastmg.' 
Rev. — Blank. Square, 8. Illustration i. 

(2) Obv.— NESTING | 1830 | J. M*Q. (John Macgowan was minister at this date.) 
Rev.->'*Let a | man examine | himself." | I. COR. XI. a8. Oval, 13 x 18. 

NOBTEMAVEN. 

Obv.— NORTHMAVINE | Fish as Emblem | W. W. MIN* | 1809. (William Watson was 

minister at this date. ) 
Rev.— This do in | remembrance | of me." Oval, 12 x 18^. Illustration 19. 

Note. — The fish was a very common symbol in early Christian Art. It is frequently found in 

the Roman catacombs, which probably contain the oldest Christian monuments in existence. 

The explanation of the fish is that its Greek name, Ichthus, forms an acrostic, the first 

letters being the initials of the words, lesous Christos Theou Uios Sdter, f.f., Jesus Christ 

the Son of God the Saviour. 

8ANDSTIN0 AMD AITH8TIH0. 

(1) Obv. — A : 5 : K I 1735. Representing Aithsting and Sandsting Kirk. 

Rev.— M. I W. H. (Walter Hugens was minister at this date.) Oblong, g x 10. Illustration 3. 

(2) Obv.— S. 1790. Representing Sandsting. 

Rev. — P. B. (Patrick Barclay was minister at this date.) Oblong, 'j^ x 10. Illustration 2. 

WALLS. 

(1) Obv.— W. K. I 1794. Representing Walls Kirk. 

Rev. — M. I D. T. (David Thomson was minister at this date.) Oblong, 12 x 13. Illustration 12. 

(2) Obv.— PARISH I OF I WALLS. | 1856. 

Rev.— This do In | remembrance | of me." | **But let a man | examine | himself." 

Square, with cut corners, 13 x 16^. 

WHAL8AY AND SKERRIES. 

0bv.-PARI5H OF WHALSAY & SKERRIE5 SHETLAND. Around outside, with 
NEC TAMEN C0N5UMEBATUR | Burning: Bush | 1867. in centre. 

Rev.— This do in | remembrance of me." | LUKE XXII. 19 I " But let a man | 
examine himself." | I. Cor. XI. a8. Oblong, with cut comers, 13 x 16^. Illustration 17. 

NoTB. — Whiteness and Weisdale, in the Presbytery of Lerwick, have no tokens. 

To he continued, 

41 Cairnfield Place. James Anderson. 
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MACPHERSON GENEALOGIES. 



I have of late been engaged in putting into 
tabular form the genealogies drawn up by Sir 
iEneas Macpherson {circa 1680- 1707) from copies 
which I made some thirty years ago, and in 
checking and extending them by the help of 
documents and references, as well as to some 
extent by the "Baronage of Scotland" of Sir 
Robert Douglas — although some of Sir Robert's 
information is hopelessly incorrect. There are 
several documents containing lists of Macpher- 
sons which I have found useful in the checking 
process, such as the "Bond of Combination" 
among the men of Strathspey and Badenoch in 
1645, printed in "The Chiefs of Grant" (III., 
238), the persons censured for "malignancy" by 
the Provmcial Synod of Moray in 1648, and 
various bonds and declarations among the 
Macphersons themselves. One of the last 
named was somewhat of a puzzle for a short 
time, and I think it well to call attention to it in 
the pages of Scottish Notes and Queries^ so as 
to prevent its becoming a stumbling-block to 
others. 

The document is a clan covenant bearing the 
date 28th May, 1628, signed by forty-six of the 
name of Macpherson, each described by the 
name of his property or holding, or by the name 
of his father— evidently a most valuable genea- 
logical document. It is printed on pp. 429-430 
of "Glimpses of Church and Social Life in the 
Highlands," by the late Alex. Macpherson, 
Kingussie (Edinburgh, 1893), from VV. G. 
Stewart's "Lectures on the Mountains ; or, High- 
lands and Highlanders" (London, i860), and 
here and there throughout his book Mr. Mac- 
pherson refers to it in such a way as to show 
that he believed it to be what it appears, and 
that he regarded the persons in connection with 
whom he refers to it as actually alive in 1628, 
and in possession of their several holdings at 
that early date. 

It occurred to me, on first reading the names, 
that many of them were familiar to me in con- 
nection with a much later period, while I knew 
that some could have had no connection with 
the places attached to their names in 1628. On 
going carefully through them, name by name, 
I found that " some one has blundered " to the 
extent of a whole century, and that the date 
should be 1728 instead of 1628. In a note, Mr. 
Macpherson speaks of having seen the "just 
double " of the document in the charter chest at 
Cluny, and it is quite possible that this may give 



the date as 1628, but, if so, there can be little 
doubt that it is a clerical error, and it seems 
rather extraordinary that Mr. Macpherson, who 
was supposed to know something of the genea- 
logy and history of his name, should have 
printed the document with that date, when he 
must have known that the descriptions of some, 
even of the more prominent, men signing it 
could not apply to so early a period. 

A few of the names will suffice to show the 
period to which the document properly belongs, 
or at any rate that it does not belong to 1628. 
"Paul" of Clune and "Angus" of Killihuntly 
are among the signatories, but the only " Paul " 
of Clune flourished after 1700, and the only 
"Angus" of Killihuntly was brother-in-law to 
Lachlan of Cluny from 1722 to 1746: indeed, 
his father did not acquire the wadset of Killi- 
huntly until 1676. Then, John elder, and Jo. 
younger of Benchar are signatories, but the 
former was not served heir to his father until 
2ist August, 1675, and did not exchange his 
father's wadset of Wester Bait or Achacha for 
one of Benchar until later (at the moment I 
have not the precise date). It is not likely that 
the son of this John could have signed anything 
in 1628. A Donald of Cullenlin is among the 
subscribers ; he died 26th September, 1 742. 
Murdo or Muriach of Ettrish, another subscriber, 
first appears among my notes in the Valuation 
Roll of 1 69 1, after which date I have several 
references to him down to 1709. He is the first 
Murdo in the Ettrish family, and could scarcely 
have signed anything in 1628. Other instances 
could be given, but these are sufficient to show- 
that there must be an error of a hundred years. 
None of the Badenoch Macphersons acquired 
feu rights to their holdings until 1638, and only 
five wadsets are recorded prior to May, 1628, 
the alleged year of the covenant. 

The signature which heads the list is " La. 
Macpherson of Clu/te,^ "La." being of course 
the abbreviation for Lachlan. There was no 
Lachlan of Clune at any time, but in 1728 there 
was Lachlan of Clunie (Cluny), and there can 
be little doubt that it was he who first signed 
the paper as head of the clan. His son Evan, 
who afterwards made a name in the "Forty-five," 
does not appear among the signatories. He 
had, in the previous year, been a party to a 
somewhat similar covenant among the clan 
Chattan generally (Mac Kintoshes, Macgillivrays, 
Shaws, Macbeans, etc.), and had subscribed 
I £400 Scots to a clan fund. The great majority 
I of the Macphersons in Badenoch had kept aloof 
. from this covenant and fund, and it is likely 
i that their covenant of 1728 was intended as a 
counterblast to it. A. M. M. 
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SCRIPTORUM ABERDONENSIUM 
INCUNABULA. 



(1st S., X., i, 17, 33; XII., 97, 125.) 



In S, N. 6r* Q. for August, 1896, Mr. Kellas 
Johnstone described four works by Gilbert Crab, 
viz. : — 

Tractatus notitiarum (Adv. Libr.). A different 
edition of this is noted by Dr. Copinger in his 
" Suppl. to Hain," II., No. 1833, in the Lyon 
Library. 

Tractatus terminorum (Bibl. Nat.). A different 
edition noted in " Suppl. to Hain," No. 1832, 
as in the Besan^on Library. 

Aristotelis Ethica cum Comment. (Bibl. Nat.). 

Aristotelis Ethica cum Explanat. (Aberd. Univ. 
Libr.). 

A fifth work has recently been acquired by 
the Aberdeen University Library, of which I 
append a description : — 

Aristoteles de conuenietia | politice & economice. 
I [Device of Jehan Petit.] €r Aristotelis philo- 
sophoru oim facile principis de diffe \ rentia & 
couenientia politice et economice & ordine earn 
I Hbri duo cu comento & annotationibus viri 
subtilssimi [sic] et | modernorum omnium (pace 
cunctoru dixerim) primarij | Gilberti de crab, 
Scoti. I Eiusde insuper de crab, questiones 
economice i vico stra | minis vulgo apellati 
palam disputate & decise. | Et aristotelis post- 
remo economicarum publicarum liber | vnus, 
que quatu lectori studioso et cuique coferant qui 
le=l gerint attendent: lectureque non penitebit. 

4to. 7i in. a— d», e* = [36] leaves. 

Title; ai'^ — aa^. Dedication " Carissimo viro 
omifario virtutu genere ornato thome de cou- 
sinier regio senatus burdegalesis patrono " ; a3', 
Prohemium; a3^— by^, De differentia & couenien- 
tia Politice & Economice ; b8' — df^, Questiones 
economice ; db' — e4'", Economicarum publicarum 
Liber vnus ; e4^ blank. 

The type is longprimer gothic, 34 lines 
(leaded) to the page of text, 48 to the page of 
commentary. Headlines and marginalia, but 
no pagination or catch-words. 

Dr. Copinger notes another edition (" Suppl. 
to Hain,'' No. 1834), but does not give his au- 
thority for the entry : — 

^^Aristoteles de convenientia politice et oeconomice. 
S.n. 4to. Goth. C.s., 43 and 28 1., 35 fT." 

P. J. Anderson. 



711. Surname Pike or McPike.— Is there any 
significance in the Swedish substantive pik = a 
weapon or in the Swedish verb pekd. = to point ? 
Just what is the origin of the Scottish and English 
surnames Pike ? Is there more than one origin ? 
Dr. Thos. Addis Emmet of New York City wrote 
me thus: — "The name Pike is quite common in 
Ireland, but I can find no such name as MacPike, 
and it is an unnatural combination for either Ireland 
or Scotland. It is an Irish name— ^jc^, the weapon, 
and the English is pronounced as the Irish word and 
taken from it, the c in Irish being pronounced k." 

Eugene F. McPike. 

Chicago, U.S.A. 

712. Neil Maclean. — Amongst some recent 
book gossip, I observed that a new edition is to be 
published of "Life at a Northern University," by 
the late Neil Maclean. Although I have heard of 
this book, I have never read it. Who was this 
Maclean, and what was the date of his death ? 
Would some correspondent oblige with a brief 
account ? Evidently he was not an Argyleshire man, 
else your indefatigable contributor, Mr. Wilson, 
would have included him in his " Notables." 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

713. George Beattie. — During the sixties of 
last century an edition of the poems of this ill-fated 
man was published, two- thirds of the book being 
occupied with a long disquisition on Beattie's love 
affair, and the compelling causes which led to his 
suicide in St. Cyrus churchyard in 1823. I gave my 
copy away to an Irish literary friend, Mr. J. T. 
Beattie, and therefore cannot refer to it for date. 
The title page had the line, " By A. M. St. Cyrus." 
Taking the latter part only as a residental indica- 
tion, I enquire — Who was "A. M." ? 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba, 

714. Rev. William Reid of Stevenston, 
Ayr. — I shall be much obliged by information which 
may lead me to find out the parentage and place he 
came from of my great-great-grandfather, the Rev. 
William Reid, who was ordained minister of the 
parish of Stevenston in Ayrshire in 1700, and 
ministered there till his death in 1742. He married 
Sarah Bogle of Kilwinning in 1702. She died in 
1735. John W. Reid. 

St. Croix, Holly Walk, 
Leamington Spa. 

715. Reids of Colliston, Birnies, and Pit- 
foddels.— Can any one tell me anything about the 
Reids of Colliston, or Reids of Birnies, or Reids of 
Pitfoddels ? There is, I believe, partial similarity 
between the arms, crest, and motto of my family 
and those of the three Reids named. 

St. Croix, Holly Walk, John W. Reid. 

Leamington Spa. 
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716. Haswblls of Jedburgh. — In the Register 
House, Edinburgh, are the wills of George Haswell, 
wobster in Lassodie, parish of Beith, dated ist 
June, 1650, and Alexander Haswall, skipper, burgess 
of Dundee, dated 5th January, 1662. I should be 
obliged for any information regarding these men 
and their families, and I should like also to know 
whether they had any connection with the Haswells 
of Jedburgh. While on this subject, I should also 
be indebted for information regarding the origin and 
pedigree of this Border family. 

I Summerbank, W. Saunders. 

Edinburgh. 

717. Minutes of Presbyteries and Synods. 
—Will correspondents refer me to books, magazine 
articles, etc., where I can find minutes of any 
Presbyteries or Synods throughout Scotland for the 
years 1596 and 1597 ? References to such minutes, 
however short and fragmentary, will be welcomed. 

Calder Ross. 

718. Parody of "Bonnie Dundee" (2nd S., 
VII., 136).— Would R. D., the writer of the para- 
graph on the " Parody of * Bonnie Dundee,' " kindly 
point to the time when a correspondence regarding 
it appeared in our pages ? I can find no trace of it. 

Donside. 

719. The Name Bodie. — Is this a variation of 
the fine old Morayshire surname Brodie? Families 
of Bodie and Boddie are mentioned in the Poll 
Book of Aberdeenshire, 1696. I have extracted the 
whole of the names of the above, and will be pleased 
to have same inserted in these columns for reference, 
if necessary. Robert Murdoch. 

720. Robert Little. — Can any of your readers 
identify the family to which a Robert Little belongs, 
who was born on ist January, 1755, studied at the 
University of Edinburgh in 1779, and went to 
America in the following year ? 

120 Polwarth Terrace, Henry Paton. 

Edinburgh. 

* 

answers. 

626. ACHNACH (2nd S., VIL, 46, 95, 127).— 

Whilst thanking ''Alba" and Dr. Milne for their 
replies, the writer has to record the recent discovery 
of variations in the form of this name in connection 
with the parish of Knockando : — 

1741. Thomas £ach»nach obtained a 19 years' 
tack of two oxgates of Tomintogle. 

1752. Donald Eachnach and another were the 
tenants of the eight oxgates called Pitcroy. 
The writer conjectures therefore that the name may 
be a patronymic rather than derived from a place 
name, but will feel indebted to Dr. Milne or to any 
other reader who can help to clear the matter up. 
The farm of Pitcroy practically adjoins the farm of 



Gortons mentioned in the query, so Elspet Achnach 
(who married George Gordon) was probably a 
daughter of Donald above mentioned. The follow- 
ing entry in the Inveravon Parish Registers has 
doubtless reference to the same family: — "Donald 
Atchnach, in the parish of Knockandow, and Jean 
Grant, in this parish, after being publickly pro- 
claimed, were married, 25th July, 1797." The 
MacEachans or MacEachins are given in Mr. 
Adam's •* What is My Tartan ? " as septs of the Mac- 
Donalds of Clanranald, but as regards the Achnachs 
in Knockando, they actually described themselves 
as " Achnach alias Grant," and the latter name, as 
indicated in the query, seems now to have entirely 
superseded the former in the parish of Knockando 
at least. H. D. McW. 

667. Beriah Botfield (2nd S., VII., 93, iio). — 
A full account of this eminent literary antiquary 
and book lover will be found in Vol. V., p. 443, of 
the '* Dictionary of National Biography." He died 
at London on the 7th August, 1863, aged 56. He 
deduced his ancestry from the French family De 
Botteville, vulgarised in course of time to Botfreld. 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

670. James Thomson, Minor Poet (2nd S., 
VIL, 94, III). — James Thomson, the weaver poet of 
Kinleith, died, aged 69, at Kinleith, parish of Currie, 
Midlothian, on 6th May, 1832. A long account of 
him and his poems, with a woodcut of the ruins of 
the poet's bower, appeared in the Weekly Scotsman 
about six years ago, signed '* R. B. L." 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

674. The Rev. Mr. Roger (2nd S., VIL, 94, <^ 
III). — This gentleman was the author of the 
'* General View of the Agriculture of Angus," pub- 
lished 1794. He was born in 1767 at Coupar 
Grange, son of Peter Roger, and educated at St. 
Andrews. After engaging in tuition for some time, 
he became secretary to Mr. Dempster, through 
whose influence he was appointed minister of 
Denino, Fifeshire, in 1805. He died 23rd Novem- 
ber, 1849. His wife, Jean Haldane, of Kingoldrum, 
died shortly after giving birth to a son, who became 
well known as Rev. Charles Rogers, LL.D. During 
his father's lifetime the son published an edition of 
the poems of Sir Robert Aytoun m 1844, and dedi- 
cated it to the Scottish bibliophile. Dr. D. Irving. 
On the title page is: "Edited by Charles Roger, 
Dunino." Why he tacked another s to his name, 
dishonouring the memory of his father, is a mystery, 
as he was such an enthusiastic Scot, and certainly 
one would have thought him a very unlikely person 
to conform to Southron prejudices, for no man got 
more rancorous abuse than he did from English 
critics of the Crosland cult. It must have been 
done in a moment of weakness, for the pluraling 
of Christian names is a self-evident absurdity. Dr. 
Rogers was garrison chaplain at Stirling Castle, and 
while there he devised the project of a national 
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monument to Wallace on the Abbey Craig. I 
honour his memory for that, but for his books I have 
little regard. His ** Modern Scottish Minstrel" is 
to be cherished on account of the accurate bio- 
graphical knowledge it contains; but he had no 
taste in his selections, for sometimes the most puerile 
and worthless pieces are chosen. One of his publi- 
cations, a genealogical work on the House of 
Alexander," I never look at in our public library 
without an involuntary shudder. I got bogged in its 
labyrinthine mazes, and gave up the task of perusal 
in despair. He gives an account of his father, *♦ A 
Country Minister and his Recollections," nearly a 
hundred pages, in **A Century of Scottish Life," 
1871. He lacked literary taste and judgment, but 
he was an indefatigable worker ahd a patriotic 
Scotsman. He died 17th September, 1890. 
Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

678. Perthshire (Central, Northern, West- 
ern, AND Southern) (2nd S., VII., 106, 127).— 
The following selected list of publications, relating 
in whole or in part to Perthshire, attempts to name 
only such works as seem to be in line with "Celtic's" 
query. The list, of course, could be vastly extended. 
It does not trouble to give date and place of publi- 
cation for comparatively well- known and popular 
works : — 

Beauties of Upper Strathearn. 3rd edition. Crieff, 1870. 
Crieff : iU Tniditlona and Characters. Edinburgh, 1881. 
Dun's Summer at the Lake of Monteith. 2nd edition. Stir- 
ling, 1867. 

Graham's Sketches of Perthshire. 2nd edition. Bdlnbargh, 
1812. 

Hunter's Woods, Forests, and Estates of Perthshire. Perth, 
1883. 

Hntchison's Lake of Monteith. Stirling, 1899. 
Kohl's Scotland. London, 1844. [TreaU largely of Perthshire.] 
Logie's Trip from Stirling to the Highlands. Stirling, 1902. 
Sketch of Scenery near the Trosachs. [By Margaret Oswald.] 
Stiriing, 1806. 

Bc|^s Week at Bridge of Allan. 8th edition. Edinburgh, 

Galedonia Described, by Scott, Bums, and Bamsay. 
Croal's Scottish Loch Scenery (with Lydon's coloured plates). 
London, 1882. 

Murray and PuUar's Survey of Lakes of Scotland. [Reprint] 

Stirling: Shearer. 
Shearer's Old Maps and Map Makers of Scotland. Stirling, 

1905. 

Swan's Lakes of Scotland. 

The Trossaclis (Views, with Iiettermess Descriptions). 
Three Nights In Pertlishire. [By Thomas Atkinson.] Glas- 
gow, 1821. 

Guthrie's Old Scottish Customs. Glasgow. 

Sketches of the Olden Time in Perthshire. 187a 

Alloa Society Transactions, 1863-64. [Account of Soman Camp 
at Ardoch by Rev. J. Maclntyre.] 

Billings' Baronial and EccleslMStical Antlqultien of Scotland. 

FitUs^^Ulustrationa of the History and Antiquities of Perth- 
shire. Perth. 1874. 

Battle of Sheriffmuir. [By J. S. Fleming.] Stiriing, 1896. 

Historical and Traditional Gleanings concerning Perthshire. 
1876. 

Maclagan's Hill Forts of Scotland. Edinburgh, 1875. 
Maltland's History and Antiquities of Scotland. 2 vols. 
London, 1757. 

Muir's Characteristics of Old Church Architecture. 1861. 
Mnir's Descriptive Notices of Ancient Parochial and Col- 
legiate Churches of Scotland. 
Nieholson's Vernacular Inscriptions of Alban. London, 1896. 
Peacock's Perth : its Annals and Archives. Perth, 1849. 
Perthshire Antiquarian Miscellany. 1875. 



Recreations of an Antiquary in Perthshhre History and 

Genealogy. 1880. 
Robertson's Scottish Abbeys. Aberdeen, 1891. 
Scott's (Sir Walter) Provincial Antiquities of Scotland. 
Scottish Journal of Antiquities. Edinburgh, 1848. 
Scottish Note* and Querieg. 
Small's Scottish Market Grosses. Stirling, 1900. 
Smith's History of the Masonic Lodge of Sooon and Perth. 

Perth, 1898. 
The Scottish Antiguaiy. [Stevenson, editor.] 
Stirling's (Rev. w. M.) Notes on Priory of Inchmahome. 

Edinburgh, 1815. 
Walker's Ancient Camps near Callander. Stirling, 1898. 
Chambers's Domestic Annals of Scotland. 3 vols. 
Cochran-Patrick's Mediaeval Scotland. Glasgow, 1892. 
McCulIoch's Account of the British Empire, 3rd edition, 

2 vols. London, 1847. 
Smith's Old Scottiith Clockmakers. Edinburgh: Hay. 
Timperley's Dictionary of Printers. Ijondon, 1839. 
Chambers's Popular Bhymes of Scotland. 
Ingram's Haunted ffumes of Great Britain. 2 vols. 
Lauder's (Sir T. Dick) Tales of the Highlands. 
Monteath's Dunblane Traditions. [Reprint.] Glasgow, 1887. 
Penney's Traditions of Perth. 1836. 
Sharpe's (C. K.) Witchcraft in Scotland. 
Fergusson's Parish of Logic. 2 vols. 1905. 
Johnston's Place Names of Scotland. Edinburgh, 1892. 
Brown's (Prof. Hume) Earlv Travellers in Scotland. 
Brown's (Prof. Hume) Scotland before 1700. 
Guide through Scotland. [By Robertson.] 4th edition. 

Edinburgh, 1806. 
Dunkeld : iu straths and Glens. New edition. Dunkeld, 1865. 
MUlar's Castles and Mansions of Perthshire. 1890. 

W. S. 



The volume of " Proceedings of the Society of 
Antiquaries of Scotland for 1904-1905" contains, at 
pp. 500-527, a " Supplementary List of Travels and 
Tours Relating to Scotland," by Sir Arthur Mitchell, 
K.C.B. "Celtic" will doubtless find many of the 
items of interest. William Harvey. 

684. D. MacGregor Peter, "Heraldist" 
(2nd S., VII., 107, 127, 142). — Referring to the note 
of W. B. C, may I be allowed to say that in Septem- 
ber, 1877, I got from Mr. Peter his own copy of 
" The Baronage." With it I have two letters from 
him, in one of which he specially refers to it as ** my 
own copy." It bears his bookplate, and on the title 
page he has inserted in his own handwriting, after 
his name, *' Heraldist, &c." It contains many MS. 
notes by Mr. Peter — as he puts it in one of the letters, 
" elaborately corrected, and a mine of new matter 
added. " At the end of the preface he has inserted 
above his signature, Having ext. Arms from the 
Margin of the Archives of Oblivion," and to his sig- 
nature he has added, **A Burgess of Montrose, 
1829." 

The articles which appeared in the Montrose 
Standard were reprinted in book form. I got a copy 
from my old friend. It is titled " Baronage of Scot- 
land," and bears a Dedication | to | The Right 
Honourable Alexander William George Skene- Duff, 
I Sixth Earl of Fife, Viscount Macduflf, Third Lord 
Skene, Knight of the Thistle : | an innately spirited 
patriot, good highland chief and landlord; whose 
liberality and graceful | urbanity have endeared him 
to society and his tenantry. | This volume, | by kind 
permission, as a mark of high esteem, is most | 
Respectfully dedicated | By his Lordship's much 
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obliged and most obeisant Servant, | Da. MacGregor 
Peter. | Caraldston, Brechin, 1882." The preface is 
dated " Caraldston, 12th August, 1882." The title 
page is as follows: — **The | Baronage | of | Scot- 
land I By D. MacG. Peter, Heraldist, | Author of 
*The Baronagee of Angus and Mearns.' | Montrose: 
I Printed at the Standard Office. | 1880." It is a 
quarto of 90 pages or so (there are mistakes in the 
pagination), double columns, and evidently printed 
from the newspaper type. It is bound in thick paper 
covers, and has a label, " MacGregor Peter's | *The 
Greater & Lesser | Baronage of Scotland.' | 1882." 
Kirriemuir. J. D. 

691. BuRNs's Lines AT Stirling (2nd S.,VII., 
125, 143). — I appreciate the humour of being re- 
ferred to my own book! When I \yas preparing 
that volume I endeavoured to obtain information 
concerning John Maxwell's pamphlet, but failed. 
Since its publication, 1 have also tried to trace a 
copy of the Paisley production, but up to the pre- 
sent time have not succeeded. From the notes 
which I have seen relating to it, however, I am in- 
clined to assume that the three answers it contains 
were the work of Maxwell, who seems to have 
plumed himself on his rhyming powers. In any 
case I hardly think the conjecture of W. S. is pro- 
bable. The note in the edition of Burns's works 
(included in the "Aldine Edition of the British 
Poets") quoted in Scottish Notes and Queries (2nd 
S., VII., 125) says the lines "were printed with three 
answers to them severely rebuking the author." 
Muirhead of Urr's paraphrase of Martial's **Epigram" 
is certainly a rebuke to Burns, but no answer to his 
Stirling lines. Burns's " Reproof to the Author," 
which he added to the lines when his friend Nicol 
took him to task for having penned them, is an 
ironical justification rather than an answer ; and his 
" Reply to the Threat of a Censorious Critic" is rather 
a retort to Hamilton than an answer to his own 
original stanza. This process of elimination leaves 
the lines of the minister of Gladsmuir as the only 
real ** answer" of the three mentioned by W. S., 
which could have been reasonably included in 
Maxwell's pamphlet. But I rather think the ** Poet 
in Paisley," as he calls himself, who aimed at being 
"very severe on Burns and Lapraik," invoked the 
Muse on his own behalf to express his contempt for 
the alleged *' treason." William Harvey. 

692. Miller of Earnock and Colquhoun of 
Luss (2nd S., VII., 125, 143). — I have a pedigree of 
the Colquhouns of Luss, privately printed in 1877, 
which gives the following particulars of Catherine, 
fourth daughter of Sir James Colquhoun, 2nd baronet 
of the second creation, by his marriage with Mary, 
younger daughter and co-heiress of James Falconer 
of Monktown (marriage contract, 12th July, 1773): — 

"4. Catherine Falconer marr. 25th July, 1815, 
Alex. Millar of Earnock, co. Lanark. He pre- 
deceased his wife, who survived him many years, 
and died 22nd November, 1862. Buried in Canon- 
gate Churchyard, Edinburgh." 



The Sir James Colquhoun, 4th baronet of the original 
creation, who diea before nth August, 1688, has 
assigned to him only one daughter, who married 
Alex. Falconer of Kipps, and I do not find in the 
pedigree any Colquhoun-Millar marriage of about 
1 7 15, the year mentioned by Burke. Burke's pub- 
lications are not the safest of guides, but it seems 
strange that one of them should go so far astray as 
to make a mistake of a hundred years in a matter of 
such comparatively recent date, except by way of 
misprint. Possibly a typographical inexactitude" 
may be the explanation. 

A. M. M. 

693. ** Ancient History of Caledonia " (2nd 
S , VII., 125). — This amusing production is evi- 
dently a kind of practical joke. Copies of it are 
occasionally to be found in country districts border- 
ing on the Forth, and, I am sorry to add, it is some- 
times accepted by illiterate persons as veritable 
history. In my edition, which is similar to the one 
described in Mr. Murdoch's query, '* John McLaren, 
seaman, Dunning," affirms in an introductory note 
that he acquired the MS. in the form of a "large 
roll of written skins," in London in 18^2, becoming 
the somewhat unwilling purchaser of it in the shop 
of a Jew. Returning to Scotland, he induced the 
Rev. Duncan McGregor, Roman Catholic clergy- 
man, Lochaber, to translate it from the original 
Latin into Gaelic. In the process of translation the 
original MS. was destroyed, and only the Gaelic 
translation left, whence comes the English version 
of the wonderful *' History." McLaren speaks of 
being in the employment of Lord Rollo at Duncrub, 
near Dunning, about 1862, and of there finding 
some remarkable corroborations of facts related in 
his book. McLaren I should imagine to be a real 
person, not a tiominis umbra. It is not impossible 
that he may have become possessor of some old 
MS., to him illegible. He was perhaps an honest, 
guileless, illiterate seaman, endowed with a vast 
capacity for the marvellous. In all probability he 
was victimised, his credulity being taken advantage 
of in order to raise a laugh against him. So, at 
least, one may infer from the nature of his intro- 
ductory note. His '* Ancient History of Caledonia " 
consists of a thread of history, embellished and 
bedizened with classical stories and improbable 
legends. It begins with the Hebrew bondage in 
Egypt, and describes the deliverance, not by the 
Red Sea, but by means of a tremendous sand storm, 
piling up the sand mountains high, confusing the 
Egyptians, and allowing the Hebrews to escape. 
After remaining for a time in the desert, subsisting 
mainly on fruit, the fugitives, on the invitation of 
the King of Greece, settled within his kingdom, and 
founded the city of Troy. The episode of Helen 
and wrath of the Greeks are then described, follow- 
ing, but not slavishly, the version of Homer. From 
the destruction of the city, two families succeed in 
making their escape by sea and reach Carthage, 
where, of course, Virgil is laid under fitting contri- 
bution. From Carthage the fugitive families make 
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their way to Sicily, and thence to Gaul, from which, 
after enduring persecution, they put out to sea, and 
ultimately approach the shores of Caledonia, where, 
in landing, the Irish legend of ••the bloody hand" 
is made to play an appropriate part. Settled in 
Caledonia, the Hebrews increase and multiply, and 
become divided into clans. The Hebrew •• Daniel" 
is transformed into ** Donald," who founds the clan 
McDonald, and •* Lazarus," softened into " Laurence," 
becomes the head of the clan McLaren. The narra- 
tive gives in considerable detail the subsequent wars 
with the Romans, who, it appears, were almost in- 
variably worsted in battle, and only prevail when in 
overwhelming numbers. Among other events, the 
destruction of Jerusalem is introduced, and the 
•* History " gravely relates how one James McLaren 
(ancestor, without doubt, of John, the seaman and 
publisher), a captive Caledonian present at the siege, 
was fortunate enough to discover King Solomon's 
crown, but without apparently profiting much by his 
discovery. All through the succeeding history, myth 
and marvel, legend and story, sometimes sacred, 
more often secular, abound, and flow in swift succes- 
sion over the pages, blending with, but generally 
quite obstructing, the slender current of actual history. 
Macbeth, of course, is brought in, and Shakespeare 
proves as helpful as Homer and Virgil had been at 
an earlier period. The narrative closes with the 
death of Alexander III., who, it appears, was not 
killed in the manner generally reported by historians, 
but met his end at the hand of assassins. ** The 
King having been engaged one day in Kirkcaldy 
placing a Chaldean minister, was beset by assassins 
on his way home, and was thrown with his horse 
over a precipice between Burntisland and Kinghorn. 
The people had heard the blast of the King's horn, 
but paid little attention to it, which gave the name 
of Kinghorn to that place. So fell Alexander, who 
was the last of the McDonald race of kings." It 
may be noted that, in the ••Supplement to Allibone's 
Dictionary," an edition of this delectable work, pub- 
lished at Kinross in 1874, is mentioned. \y, s. 

700. John Pearson's Ancestry (2nd S., VII., 
126). — An account of the Pearsons or Piersons of 
Balmadies is given in Warden's •'Angus or Forfar- 
shire," Vol. V. Jervise's •'Epitaphs and Inscrip- 
tions" might also be consulted with advantage. 
Many generations of Pearsons repose in the burial 
ground of Chapelyard, parish of Rescobie, and many 
of the inscriptions on their tombstones can still be 
deciphered. None of these references, I fear, how- 
ever, will throw much light on the ancestry of 
Pearson, the London merchant W. 

702. The Estate of Kincaldrum (2nd S.,VII., 
140). — Besides marriage connections between the 
Bowers and the Gight Gordons, there was another 
relationship, for, according to the Inverarity Regis- 
ter, "James Bower of Easter Methil and Mrs. 
Elizabeth Gordon, daughter of Charles Gordon of 
Achanachie, in the parish of Rathven, near Strath- 
bogie, contracted there [October 4, 17 18], and [were] 



proclaimed here in forenoon ist, in afternoon 2nd 
time, October 7 3rd." J. M. B. 

704. Johnson's ••Rambler" (2nd S., VII., 104). 
— Elphinston, the Kensington schoolmaster, happen- 
ing to be in Scotland at the time, superintended the 
publication of the Edinburgh edition of the Rambler. 
Has " Corson Cone " read, with adequate attention, 
the note appended to Routledge's edition of Boswell's 
** Johnson" respecting the Edinburgh issue? The 
note seems sufficiently explicit It [the Edinburgh 
issue] was executed in the printing-office of Sands, 
Murray, and Cochran, with qncommon elegance, 
upon writing paper of a duodecimo size, and with 
the greatest correctness; and Mr. Elphinston en- 
riched it with translations of the mottos. When 
completed, it made eight handsome volumes. It is 
unquestionably the most accurate and beautiful 
edition of this work; and there being but a small 
impression, it is now become scarce, and sells at a 
very high price." In a subsequent note, Boswell 
admits having been misinformed about the correct- 
ness of the edition, and accepts the authority of 
Chalmers that it was not accurately printed, but 
does not otherwise modify his previous statement. 
Clearly, I think, the foregoing note points to the 
issue of the Edinburgh edition in volume form only ; 
while the use of the expression, "when completed," 
seems to indicate that some time elapsed between 
the publication of the several volumes. 

S. 



I have a copy of the above bearing the date 1791, 
published in London for W. Locke and C. Lowndes, 
with a portrait of Johnson for frontispiece, etched 
by Trotter from the picture by Reynolds. Is this a 
first edition ? If it is, then, judging from the follow- 
ing note, it would seem as if the Edinburgh edition 
was printed first. Here is the note, which I cull 
from the first page of the book : — " Mr. Elphinston, 
to whom the author of these papers is indebted for 
many elegant translations of the mottoes which are 
inserted from the Edinburgh edition, now keeps an 
academy for young gentlemen at Kensington." 

Alex. Goodall. 

705. Lady Katharine Gordon (2nd S., VII., 
140). — Perkin Warbeck, accordmg to Tytler, arrived 
in Scotland, 20th November, 1495, and was lodged 
in Stirling. His marriage to Lady Katharine Gordon 
is generally assigned to the year 1496, but in his 
" Annals of Scotland," Sir James Balfour distinctly 
states that it took place in 1497. Conjecture has 
fixed upon Edinburgh as the place where the cere- 
mony was performed, but with equal, if not greater, 
probability, one might contend for Stirling's title to 
that distinction. Warbeck was executed November 
23, 1499. Lady Katharine married (2) Sir Matthew 
Cradock of Glamorgan. The precise date has not 
been ascertained, but must have been subsequent to 
January, 1503. Sir Matthew died about the middle 
of the year 1531. His widow married (3) James 
Strangwys, Esq., of Fyfield, Berks, it is believed, 
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shortly after the death of her second husband. This 
union can only have lasted a very short time, in- 
asmuch as Lady Katharine, who herself deceased 
about the end of October, 1537, had previously 
married (4) Christopher Assheton, also of Fyfield, 
Berks. There is no evidence to show that this 
much-married lady, known in history as the ** White 
Rose of Scotland," had children by any of her 
marriages. Certain Welsh authorities speak of 
issue by Perkin Warbeck, but the assertion appears 
to be purely legendary, and is strongly negatived by 
the courteous treatment accorded her by Henry VIL 
For many of the foregoing details I am indebted to 
an able article in Notes and Queries ^ 5 th Series, 
Vol. VIIL, 1877, p. 381, but have had no opportunity 
of consulting the appendix to Gairdner's *' History 
of Richard IIL," where, it is said, further informa- 
tion may be gleaned. S. 

707. Brodiesord (2nd S., Vn., 141). — In his 
"Place Names of Elginshire" (Stirling: Mackay, 
1905), Mr. Matheson, the author, asserts (p. 119) 
that Brodiesord in Banffshire " signifies a level piece 
of land at the base of the Ord hill." S. 

708. Lawrance, Painters (2nd S.,Vn., 141).— 
A few lines are devoted to Mary Lawrence, flower 
painter, in Redgrave's ** Dictionary of Artists," 
London, 1874. She began to exhibit in the Academy 
in 1794. In 1797 she published "The Various Kinds 
of Roses Cultivated in England," with drawings by 
herself, "coloured from nature, and engraved with 
great tenderness." From 1794 till 18 14 she con- 
tributed to the Academy, almost yearly, under the 
name of" Mary Lawrence." After 181 4, when she 
became Mrs. Kearse, she continued to contribute 
until 1830 under her married name. I am unable to 
say anything about Leonard E. Lawrance. 



710. "The Lassie wi' the Lint-White Locks" 
(2nd S., VII., 141). — Jean Lorimer, "the lassie wi' 
the lint-white locks," after an unfortunate marriage 
with a young Cumberland farmer, returned to her 
father's house near Kirkmahoe, Dumfriesshire, and 
was there at the time when Burns made her acquain- 
tance. Subsequently her father lost his means, and 
she was compelled to earn her livelihood by going 
out to service. She died in 183 1 in the neighbour- 
hood of Edinburgh, and is interred in Newington 
Burying-ground,where a memorial stone was recently 
raised over her grave. See Mr. Dougalls "The 
Burns Country "; London, Black, 1904 — a most in- 
teresting work, replete with all sorts of out of- the- way 
information on the homes and haunts of the poet. 

S. 



The story of Jean Lorimer's life is told with a 
wealth of circumstantial detail in "Burns's 'Chloris,' 
a Reminiscence," by James Adams, M.D. (Glasgow: 
Morison Brothers, 1893). I" the "Burns Chronicle" 
for 1902, pp. 100-104, there is an article by D. 
Lawson Johnstone, which narrates the story of the 



memorial erected to her memory by the Edinburgh 
Ninety Burns Club. William Harvey. 

♦ 

Xiterature. 



Georice Buchanan, By Robert Wallace, com- 
pleted by J. Campbell Smith. Quater-centenary 
edition. Edinburgh and London : Oliphant, 
Anderson, & Ferrier, 1906. [Cr. 8vo., 150 pp., 
price i/- net.] 

George Buchanan was an outstanding figure in 
his own days, and lives in ours as still the ex- 
ponent of certain political principles now, at 
least, better understood. We have read Dr. 
Wallace's vindication with the greatest pleasure 
as the work of an able, sympathetic, but per- 
fectly fair critic. His style retains its old 
characteristics : luminous, direct, with a vein of 
humour, bright and refreshing. It will be a 
pleasure for many to possess this rich fragment 
of Dr. Wallace's literary work. It should be 
added that his coUaborateur is in perfect tone 
with Dr. Wallace's essay, which we consider to 
be a successful effort towards a better under- 
standing of a rather complex mind of a complex 
time. 
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ABERDEEN, MA K, igo6. 



THE CANT FAMILY. 

The earliest mention of this name that I have 
seen is that of John Cant, a burgess of Edin- 
burgh (died in 1 528), who was a benefactor to I 
St. Anthony's Chapel, the ruins of which are j 
still perched upon an outlying spur of Arthur's ! 
Scat. I wonder if Cant's Close, off High ' 
Street, Edinburgh, a region well known to the 
printing fraternity, is named from that pros- 
perous burgher, for the repose of whose soul the 
monks of St. Anthony's Chapel said masses ? 

A decade later (1539) Robert Cant, another 
burgess of Edinburgh, was denounced as a 
heretic, and probably the same individual was 
imprisoned in 1546, and his goods escheated to 



the king, his offence being "disputing on the 
Scriptures contrary to the tenor of the Act of 
Parliament." ^ 

But the most famous member of the family 
was the Rev. Andrew Cant, concerning whom a 
great deal of loose and inaccurate statements 
have been made. Not one of the memoirs I 
have read is correct, even Chambers ante- 
dating his death by 20 years in 1644 ; but a 
search in Scott's invaluable " Fasti " will help to 
rectify many blunders accumulated under his 
name. For a good deal of the odium attached 
to this eminent man we are indebted to Sir 
Richard Steele, who wrote No. 147 of the 
Spectator, i8th August, 171 1, and in his essay 
introduces this stupid comment: — "'Cant' is 
by some people derived from Andrew Cant, 
who, they say, was a Presbyterian minister in 
some illiterate part of Scotland, who by exercise 
and use had obtained the faculty, alias gift, of 
talking in the pulpit in such a dialect that it's 
said he was understood by none but his own 
congregation, and not by all of them." The 
Anglo- Irishman was evidently drunk when he 
wrote this balderdash — a frequent condition 
both with him and Addison, if Horace Walpole 
is to be believed ; yet this absurd babble is 
taken for gospel by English gobemouches, and 
some Scotch ones also treat it with more respect 
than it deserves. Steele would have been 
nearer the mark if he had deduced "cant" from 
Canterbury. " Some illiterate part of Scotland ! " 
Good heavens ! What amazing, if not amusing, 
impudence I And Aberdeen, too, the city of 
the famous doctors, who debated and denounced 
the Covenant of that troublous period. 

I will briefly outline the life of this intrepid 
preacher. Andrew Cant was bom in Kincar- 
dineshire ini584, his father being a dependent 
of the Earl Marischal. Educated at Aberdeen 
University, where he took his degree of M.A., 
he was a regent in Marischal College for some 
time and a tutor to the family of Forbes of 
Pitsligo, afterwards ennobled. Appointed minis- 
ter of Alford in 161 7, remained 12 years, and 
then demitted his charge, being appointed first 
minister of Pitsligo in 1629. Five years there- 
after transferred to Newbattle, near Edinburgh. 
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Became known for warm advocacy of the | The surname Cant appears to be very rare 
Covenant, and was associated with Henderson . now, if not altogether extinct ; but there is 
and Dickson as Commissioners from the As- , Cantly and Cantor, As to its origin— whether 
sembly 10 the Kingdom. In 1641 minister of from Cantus, Canty, Cantyre, and even Kent— 
St Nicholas Church, Aberdeen, and Moderator I offer no opinion. It is all merely guesswork, 
of the Assembly in 1650. He lived in stirring ; although the first seems to be the accepted 
times, and bore his part well. He was rector of ' deduction. Alha. 



the college for a long time, and managed its 
affairs judiciously. He resigned his charge in 
1660, and died, aged 79, on the 30th April, 1663. 
On his deathbed he declared that his conscience 
bare him witness that he never gave a wrong 
touch to the Ark of God all his days. He was 
buried outside the church, and a long, flat stone ^ 
placed over his grave ; and many a time when \ "^5*^1 
a mere urchin have 1 traced the Latin inscrip- ' 1707, 
♦;«r. "Andreas Cantjeus," describing him as an 



Melbourne, Australia. 

* 

Quaint Old Scots Laws 



t»on, ' 

ardent Boanerges and Barnabas. His portrait 
is still in the University : a man of grave and 
noble aspect, with a high forehead and pointed [ 
beard — by no manner of means a Maw worm or | 
Tartuffe. 

Old Spalding had a " down " upon him, and | 
indulges in " stangwhanging " him on every ; 
occasion. The story of him abruptly stopping | 
his sermon to chase some noisy boys outside is 
half a lie. Row occupied the pulpit, and Cant ^ 
was merely a listener. 

His eldest son, Alexander Cant, was minister 
of Banchory-Ternan, and died in 1681. He was | 
a son of this clergyman, named after his grand- 
father, who became a bishop of the Episcopal 
Church, at Edinburgh, and died in 1730, aged 81. , 

Andrew Cant, jun., the second son of the ! 
rector, was some>^hat wild in youth, but he re- 
formed, and was a regent in Marischal College ' 
for several years, till appointed minister of I 
Liberton in 1659, and to High Church, Edin- 
burgh. He was Principal of the University I 
from 1675 till his death, on 4th December, 1685. 

There was also a Rev. John Cant, minister of ' 
Kells, Kirkcudbright, from 1659 to 1691. Prob- ; 
ably it was some adventurous scion of the race 
who went as a soldier of fortune to Germany 
and settled there, and was the immediate 
ancestor of Immanuel Kant, the philosopher, 
who was of Scotch descent. 

There was also a Perth antiquary, named 
James Cant, who edited and republished Patrick 
and Henry Adamson's poems, and wrote a topo- 
graphical history of Perth. Very little is known ' 
of this James Cant, and if any denizen of the ' 
"Fair City" is conversant with his career, he 
might enlighten us with a brief sketch of the 1 
same. I have no notes to specify the dates of | 
those publications, but I think I saw them in 



NOW TO I5K 

Repealed. — The Daily Mail (London) of i6th 
March contained the following : — 

Entertainment is seldom to be had from a schedule 
of a Parliamentary Bill, but 126 pages containing 
names of obsolete Scottish Acts from 1424 to 
which the Lord Advocate of Scotland wishes 
to repeal, supply at once a lesson in the Scots 
dialect and an amusing commentary on life in Scot- 
land in the Middle Ages, and, indeed, down to the 
Union of the Parliaments. The Acts in question 
have ceased to be of value because the state of things 
contemplated no longer exists, or by mere lapse of 
time.. We quote the more interesting titles, with 
the date : 

1424, — Of slauchter of salmonde in tyme forbodyne 
be the law. 

1424. — Of strangeris that sellis merchandise in the 

realm e and takis mone tharfor. 
1424. — Of playing at the fut ball. 
1424. — Anentis heretikis and loUardis. 
1424. — Of wapynschawingis [archery ; later, rifle 

meetings] . 

1426. — Anent the sawing [sowing] of quhete pcis 
[white peas] and benis. 

1427. — Anent lipper [leper] folk. 

1436.— Tuiching the selling of salmonde to 
Inglismen. 

1455. — That na Scottisman bring in the realme 

ony Inglismen. 
1475. — Of Courtis of guerre [war courts] . 
1487 (by an extraordinary misprint given in the 

Bill 1847").— Of the execucion of the Act 

anent the cumin to Courtis in sobre and quiet 

wise. 

1488.— That the Castell of Dunbar be distroyiL 
1540.— That the army of Scotland be unhorsit 

except greit baronis. 
1540. — For prenting [printing (Caxton was working 

at Westminster at the end of the preceding 

century)] of the Actis of Parliament. 
1567. — Anent the disnissioun of the Crowne 

(Mary's to James VI.). 

1592. — Againis [against] Jesuites. 

1593. — Anent the custumc [customs duty] to be 
tane [taken] of Englische beir. 

1609.— Act anent the Egiptians [gipsies (c£ Barries 

" Little Mmister")]. 
1621. — Anent banqueting apparell. 
The most frequent title in the series is "lor the 



some history of Perth, when visiting the Car- ' freedom of Holy Church '* or a variation thereoC 
negie Library, Edinburgh, a few years ago. I H. D. McW 
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NOTABLE MEN AND WOMEN 
ARGYLESH IRE. 



OF 



(Continued from 2nd S., Vol. VII., p. 147.) 

421. Mitchell, J. Campbell, A.R.S.A.: 
Artist. A native of Campbeltown, Mr. Mitchell 
was at first designed for the legal profession, 
but the poetry of the West Highlands was 
strong within him, and he relinquished the pen 
for the brush. He was born in the latter half of 
the 19th century, and in 1884 came to Edin- 
burgh, and studied at the School of Art under 
Mr. Hodder; but subsequently proceeded to 
Paris where he enjoyed the instruction of the 
late Benjamin Constant. After a further spell 
of study at the life school of the Academy, 
Kdinburgh, he developed a partiality for land- 
scape and seascape work, finding subjects in 
different parts of Scotland. Latterly he has 
devoted himself largely to Galloway, having a 
deep love for the wild moorland which, in a 
sister art, Mr. Crockett has done so jniuch to 
celebrate. He has exhibited in numerous exhi- 
bitions throughout the United Kingdom, as well 
as in many cities on the Continent. Some time 
ago one of his pictures, "A Scottish Moor- 
land," caught the fancy of the powers that be 
at Munich, and was purchased by the Bavarian 
Government for their permanent collection. 
Mr. Campbell Mitchell's recent election as 
chairman of the Scottish Society of Artists has 
given much satisfaction to his brethren of the 
brush, with whom he is personally popular. 
Mr. Mitchell was chosen an Associate of the 
Koyal Scottish Academy along with two other 
excellent artists, D. Y. Cameron and Robert 
Brough. I 

422. MuNRO, Archibald, M..^. : Poet and I 
Teacher. A native of Kintyre, born about ten 
miles from Campbeltown, he received his educa- 1 
tion at the Grammar School of that town. On 
choosing the teaching profession, he proceeded 
to Glasgow University where he studied for a 
lime. In 1846 he became master in Moray 
House Normal College, Edinburgh, and at the 
same time attended the University classes in 
that city. In 1850 he graduated M.A. He 
afterwards opened a private school in Edin- 
burgh, which he called Clare Hall Academy. 
He was a frequent contributor to the press, and 
in 1882 he wrote the anniversary poem for the 
Edinburgh Burns Club. He has published a 
volume of verse entitled "The Silver Casket," 
and figures in Edwards's " Modern Scottish 



Poets,'* Vol. v., 193-4. Mr. Munro was born 
in 1825, and, I believe, died a few years ago. 

423. Munro, Nkil: Novelist and Journal- 
ist. One of the most promising of the younger 
school of Scottish literateurs, he was born in 
Inverary in 1864. At the age of twenty-one he 
proceeded to Glasgow, where he married and 
took up journalism as a career. Previously he 
had been in training for the law. Amid the 
pressure of journalistic duties in a great city, 
Mr. Munro yet found leisure for original com- 
position, and he contributed articles on many 
diverse subjects to the Globe and other leading 
London newspapers. His first story, "The 
Secret of the Heather Ale," was sent to the 
Speaker^ and Sir Wemyss Reid at once accepted 
it. Soon afterwards Mr. Munro forwarded a 
tale to the National Observer, and was gratified 
by the receipt of an encouraging letter from Mr. 
W. E. Henley intimating acceptance. Having 
written another story, Mr. Munro posted it to 
BlackwooeVs Magasine. In the course of a 
month, he received a letter from Mr. Blackwood 
expressing his regret that he was unable to 
accept the story although he recognised its , 
merit, but adding the cheering remark that Mr. 
Munro might submit to him any other stories 
that he wrote. The young author was not dis- 
heartened by the rejection : criticism did not 
disturb his equaniminity. He read the story 
over again, and, being convinced that Mr. 
Blackwood's judgment was right, he destroyed 
the manuscript. Some time afterwards he used 
the same subject as the basis of another tale, 
which was published under the title of "A Fine 
Pair of Shoes." In the meantime Mr. Munro 
had sent a second story to Mr. Blackwood, who 
not only accepted it, but gladdened the worker's 
heart by the request, " Can you make a book of 
such stories? If so, send them and I will 
publish them." The result was "The Lost 
Pibroch, and other Sheiling Stories," a volume 
which, appearing about the time when the 
so-called Celtic Renaissance was beginning to 
assert itself, and opening up a new field of fiction, 
gained a great and encouraging success. It has 
since been issued in a sixpenny edition, and has 
proved very popular. Since gaining admission 
to Blackwood^ Mr. Munro has issued several 
serial stories in that journal, each of them deal- 
ing with Highland scenes and Highland charac- 
ter, and all of them marked not only by a graphic 
and poetic style, but exhibiting a singular power 
of sketching different Celtic types, and devising 
happy and appropriate incidents for the develop- 
ment and expression of their characteristic 
features. Among these tales, all of which have 
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been republished and have commanded a wide 
sale, may be mentioned the following John 
Splendid,'' "Doom Castle," "The Children of 
the Mist." He also recently issued anony- 
mously a humourous story of Glasgow life in 
the humbler ranks, which gained a phenomenal 
success, before it was known that it was the 
work of the poetic delineator of West Highland 
scenery and Celtic character — I refer to the 
amusing collection of jeux d' esprit entitled 
" Erchie." 



424, 425. MacCallum, Hugh, and Mac- 
Callum, John: Poets, and Editors of Ossianic 
Poetry. Till my attention was called to the fact 
by "Alba," I had failed to connect these two 
Gaelic scholars with Argyleshire. I am obliged 
to that gentleman for noticing the omission. In 
regard to the future careers of the two men he 
mentions, I am afraid I cannot give him much 
information beyond what he already possesses. 
It is possible, as he has been informed, that 
John McCallum became the Romish priest at 
Arisaig. At all events, I find in Campbell's 
"Tales of the West Highlands," IV., 205, that 
a great authority in the Ossianic controversy, 
Mr. Archibald Sinclair, of Glasgow, criticises 
somewhat severely what he describes as a kind 
of unprincipled imposture on the part of a 
modern Gaelic bard named McCallum of 
Arisaig. "There are parties who have done 
harm," says Mr. Sinclair, "alleging that they 
were the authors of some of the compositions 
which passed as Ossian's." Mr. Kennedy 
claimed some of his collection as his own. Mr. 
McCallum of Arisaig published a volume of 
Gaelic poems and songs in 1821, in which he 
gives a "Seann Dkn" (which I understand to 
mean a poem attributed to Ossian) under the 
designation of " CoUath." But, when the editor 
of " The Beauties of Gaelic Poetry," some years 
later, introduced this composition into that 
volume, endorsing it as an ancient poem, Mr. 
McCallum, anxious apparently to enjoy any kudos 
which might be supposed to attach to a success- 
ful imitation of the antique Celtic verse, came 
forward and claimed to be the true author of the 
poem that had been so highly honoured. For, on 
publishing in 1840 a new edition of his poems, 
Mr. McCallum, with what Mr. Sinclair describes 
as considerable coolness, proceeded " to remove 
the deception " of which he had been guilty, and 
avowed himself the author of " Collath," at the 
same time "modestly retaining the fulsome notes 
which he himself appended to it on its first 
appearance." "It is doubtful," adds Mr. Sinclair, 
"if the author would have been so ready to 



remove the deception had * Collath ' not been so 
highly honoured by the editor of the * Beauties.' " 
In addition to the Ossianic poem above referred 
to, Mr. McCallum, we are informed, added a 
third part to " Mordubh," and 259 lines to the 
second part more than is given in Gillies's col- 
lection. He does not say that the supplement 
to " Mordubh " is his own work ; "neither," says 
Mr. Sinclair, "do I charge him with imposing 
on the reader by this, but I am not satisfied that 
either the first or last or any part of * Mordubh ' 
is genuine." Of the collection of ancient Gaelic 
ballads published by the brothers McCallum at 
Montrose in 18 16, I find Mr. Campbell of Islay 
speaks with some respect in his " Tales of the 
West Highlands," IV., 108-9, 121, 132, 133, etc. 
A friend, who is in possession of the Montrose 
volume, writes to me as follows regarding it : — 
"Hugh and John McCallum, editors of an 
edition of Ossian's poems, were natives of 
Argyleshire, and journalists in Montrose." [In 
regard to this latter statement, I may say that I 
am inclined to doubt it. At all events, in the 
article in Scottish Notes and Queries dealing 
with " Montrose Periodical Literature" (Vol. 1 1 1., 
24, 1st Series) the brothers Low, in detailing the 
origin and progress of the Montrose Rernew 
(1811-89), never once refer to either of the 
brothers as having had any connection with that 
journal, nor, indeed, do their names occur in 
any of the articles dealing with other Montrose 
periodicals.] "The McCallum volume," says 
my friend, "bears the following title : — *An | 
Original Collection | of the | Poems of Ossian, 

I Orrams, Ulin, | and other Bards, | who 
flourished in the same age. | Collected and 
Edited by | Hugh and John McCallum. | Mont- 
rose: I Printed at the Review Newspaper Office 

I for the Editors, | by James Watt, Bookseller. 

I 1816.'" I have not ascertained whether the 
Mr. McCallum of Arisaig was the John 
McCallum who was associated with Hugh in 
bringing out the 1816 volume, nor do I know 
whether he became the priest of Arisaig. It 
tends to throw doubt on that statement, that, in 
Oliver & Boyd's Almanac for 185 1, I find that 
the priest of Arisaig is a William Macintosh, 
who is described as having been ordained in 
1 83 1. I have ascertained nothing about Hugh 
McCallum. If, however, any Montrose reader 
of Scottish Notes and Queries can add to the 
above particulars, I will be glad to obtain the 
information. 

Dollar. W. B. R. Wilson. 

{To be continued.) 



Digitized by Google 



Vol. VII. 2nd Series.] SCOTTISH NOTES AND QUERIES 



165 



A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF EDINBURGH | 
PERIODICAL LITERATURE (V., 20, etc.) 

(Continued from 2nd S., Vol, VII., p. 132.) 
[Supplementary. ] 

1642. The Diurnal Occnrrances, Touching the 
dailie proceedings in Parliament, from the 27 of 
December to the third of Januarie, 1742. Printed 
at London and reprinted at Edinburgh. 8 pp., 
small 4to. The first leaf was used as a title, and 
the pagination began on the third page with i 
and ran to 6. The short title on the third page 
was simply "The Diurnall Occurrances." The 
printer's name is unfortunately not given. 

As this is the first newspaper known to have 
been printed in Edinburgh, and therefore in Scot- 
land, the three paragraphs which appear on the 
first page between "1742" and "Printed" as 
noted above, may be given in full. Much more 
interest would have been given to this publication 
had it been Scottish at first-hand. 

With the Lord Mayor's going to his M^Jestie about 
the rifling of the Apprentices concerning Colonel 
Lonsford; who was thereupon displaced from his 
Lieutenantflhlp of the Tower, and Sir John Biron 
placed in his Boome." 

As also the sending away of certain Provision and 
Tronpes of Horsemen for the reliefe of the distressed 
Protestants in Ireland, with his Majestie's Royal feast- 
Ins of the Chief Commanders that went thither ; And 
a Belation of an Overthrow the Rebels have lately 
received In Ireland. 

"Together with the Uprore and Tumult of the 
Citixens and Apprentices of London concerning the 
Bishons, and that twelve of them are suspended from 
the High Court of Parliament, and charged with High 
Treason; the Bishop of Yorlc and Eight more being 
committed to the Tower, the Bishop of Peterborough 
and Duresme to the Black Rod, and the Bishop of 
Landaffe cannot bee found." 

The little journal is printed across the page, and 
the paragraphs are entirely occupied with news 
and jottings relative to the above topics. Lord 
Crawford, in his catalogue of early English news- 
papers, states that only one number is known to 
exist. I 
In 1641 and 1642 several journals appeared in 1 
London with titles somewhat similar, e.g., A True \ 
Diurnall of tlfe last Duke's Passages in Parlia- | 
ment^ which was continued as The True Diurnall 
of Passages in Parliament, and Diurnall Occur- I 
rettces, or, Proceedings in the Parliament. | 

1642. A Continuation of the True Diurnall Occur- 
rences in Parliament. From the tenth of January 
to the twenty-fourth, 1642. Printed at Edinburgh, 
1642. 16 pp., small 4to. The first page acted as 
a title page for the issue. In its centre was a { 
shield on which appeared the monogram R. B. or 
B. R. The second page was blank, and the letter- | 
press occupied the remainder of the available 1 
space. Page 3 was headed by a short title reading, 1 
** Diurnall Occurrences in Parliament." The ! 



printing was across the page, and the news given 
was entirely concerned with the doings of the 
English Parliament. There is no indication that 
it is a reprint, but it is probably so. A copy of 
the Continuation, dated " from the loth February 
to the 24th, 1642," Edinburgh, 16 pp., appeared 
in Thorp's Catalogue for October, 1904. 

It would be interesting to know if the initials 
referred to above were those of an Edinburgh 
printer, but unfortunately that seems impossible 
to determine. There was, indeed, in Edinburgh a 
printer of the name of Robert Bryson, who worked 
"at the siene of Jonah" from 1640 to 1645, and 
who published several books during that period. 
But the identification of him with the printer of 
the above Continuation is rendered very uncertain 
from the following fact. I have examined a copy 
of a journal named Diurnall Occurrances in Parlia- 
ment, from the " 2nd Januarie to the tenth, 1642. 
Printed by a Perfect Copie," which bears the same 
monogram and shield, but has the imprint "Printed 
at London." That both the Edinburgh and Lon- 
don publications should have the same device is 
remarkable. 

1690. The Present State of Europe, or, the His- 
torical and Political Mercury: giving an Account 
of all the Publick and Private Occurrences that 
are most considerable in every Court, for the 
month of October, 1690, with curious reflections 
upon every State. To be continued monthly : 
from the original published at the Hague by the 
Authority of the State of Holland and West 
Friesland, in the same size and fineness of Paper, 
for encouragement of any who shall devise to bind 
any quantity of them by way of book. Edin- 
burgh: reprinted by the Heir of Andrew Anderson, 
Printer to their Most Excellent Majesties, Anno 
Dom. 1690, and are to be sold at their shop in the 
North side of the Cross, and at Mistress Ogston's 
shop in the Parliament Closs. No. i. October, 
1690. 34 pp., small 8vo, printed across the page. 
The whole of the foregoing appeared on the first 
page of each number, which also contained a 
table of contents. The second page of No. 2 had 
the words *• Licensed Decemb 4, 1690. [Signed] 
J. Eraser." This notice appeared in all the issues 
up to that tor July, i6gi. The fourth number 
was numbered No. i. Vol. II., and considerably 
amplified the title. It added *' Monthly " before 
" Mercury," described the "occurrences" as *• Civil, 
Ecclesiastical, and Military,'* and after " Court " 
printed "the various interests of Princes, their 
several Claims, Disputes, and Intrigues, &c." At 
the same time a short title was adopted for head- 
ing page 3. It ran, "The Historical and Political 
Mercury for the Month of January, 1691." 38 pp. 
The March, 169 1, issue contained the following 
* * advertisement " : — 

"The reason of the Mercury's coming out so late in 
the month is because the Pacouet-boat with the Letters 
of the 6th iiistont in which it was sent was talcen by 

the Frencli.'' 
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The October number let readers know that the 
preceding twelve numbers could be had in one 
volume from the printer — an arrangement which 
ignored pagination and numbering. A similar 
notice in December indicated that the year's 
numbers could be had in a complete volume. I 
have been unable to discover whether further pub- 
lication took place in Edinburgh. 

The peculiarity of this periodical is that it is a 
reprint of a London translation of a foreign news- 
paper. The Mercure Histor'ique et Politique was 
started at The Hague in 1686 by G. de Courtilz 
de Sandras, and ran to 1777. It was reproduced 
in London under the title of The General History 
of EuropCy contained in the Historical and Poli- 
tical Mercuries^ by L Phillips, who dated his first 
volume 1690. In subsequent volumes the title- 
pages stand as in the Edinburgh reprint. The 
London reproduction ran to forty-five volumes, 
1690- 1733. It was also reprinted in Dublin. 

1709. The Edinburgh Gazette, As noted above 
(S. N, &» Q., 2nd S., Vol. VII., p. 131), the friction | 
between Donaldson and the person to whom he \ 
had assi^ed the rights of publishing the Gazette 
for a limited period became acute in August, 1709. 
Donaldson appears to have objected to the paper 
being called the Scots Postman^ and to have been 
further incensed at the dropping of the original 
title altogether. He accordingly resumed control 
of his monopoly, and sent out — 

The Edinburgh Gazette. Published by Au- 
thority. No. 144. From Saturday, August 13, 
to Thursday, August 18, 1709. Printed for the | 
Author, Anno Dom. 1709. Single sheet folio. , 
The " author " states ; 
" It is not necessary to inform the public of the trans- 1 
actions between the author ami his Assigny, or with , 
what difficulty the author has recovereci his own grant, ' 
it being sufficient to let the reader know that the 
author has at last with much struggling recovered 
his power, but could never till now re-assuaie his 1 
possession/' 1 
Publication was promised on Monday, Tuesday, , 
and Thursday, and a curious arrangement was { 
announced. Care was to be taken that news was ' 
to be as accurate as possible, but where doubt < 
existed, the editor was to place ^'all such relations 
as seem partial or ill founded in a postscript " — an 
arrangement which would have advantages even 
to-day. The printing of the paper was very bad. 
The imprint of No. 157 was simply *' Edinburgh : I 
printed for the author, 1709." , 
I have been unable to consult the file of this 
new start beyond No. 157, but it apparently re- ' 
sumed connection with the Scots Postman in , 
December of the same year. [See below, Scots j 
Postman, 1709.] 1 
26 Circus Drive, W. J. Coupe r. 

Glasgow. 



David Bremner Henderson (S. N j2-> 
X., 105).— This native of Old Deer deserves a 
fuller notice, now that he has been called to his 



rest. A keen politician, he had the respect and 
confidence of both Democrats and Republicans, 
and his long sickness was the opportunity for a 
widespread and generous sympathy. About 
nine months ago he was taken to hospital on 
account of paresis, and paralysis followed, 
bringing on total blindness. He died February 
25, and his funeral took place under the charge 
of the Grand Army, at Dubuque, Iowa. Mr. 
Henderson was bom at Old Deer in 1840, came 
to Illinois in 1846, and to Iowa in 1849. He 
was admitted to the bar in 1865. In the first 
year of the war he joined the army as a private, 
but was soon elected to be first lieutenant, serv- 
ing with the same regiment until 1863, when, 
owing to the loss of his leg, he was honourably 
discharged. He rejoined the army, and at the 
close of his service was colonel of the Forty- 
sixth Regiment Iowa Infantry Volunteers. For 
some years after he held severil public oflfices, 
and was elected to Congress as a Republican in 
1883, ser\'ing until 1903, and being Speaker in 
the 56th and 57th Congresses. He was a 
vigorous advocate of the cause of the war 
veterans, and as rigorous in carrying out the 
rules as Speaker in 5ie National House of Re- 
presentatives. Two brothers appeared to have 
joined the army with him. 

James Gammack, LL.D. 
West Hartford, Conn. 



The Gortons Gordons. —The following^ 
interesting notes on this family appear in the 
Tammore MSS. in the British Museum :— 

1 75 1, Nov., 29. — To Twenty punds two Shilling 
Scots received from James Gordon tennent 
in Gortons in part and to account of a Debt 
oi £^S, he owed by Bill to the deceast Ballin- 
dalloch Indorsed to the Compter . £20 2 

1752. — Other four Oxgates called the 2 Oxgates 
of Gortans and two Oxgets of the Boat- 
haugh pay of Money Rent for the Gortans 
£^13 : 6 : 8, and for six pecks Meal of dr>- 
Moulter £2, for 2 Custom hogs ;f 3 : 6 : 8, 
And for Stipend for Gortans ;f 2 : 13 : 4 And 
for the Boathaugh £20 of Money Duty, and 
£"2 : 13 : 4 for Stipend these four Oxgets are 
possessed by Jas. Gordon . . .44 

1760. — To ;fi8 : II : 6 Scots received from James 
Gordon in Gortons by the hands of James 
Donaldson in Kirdels as the ballance due of 
£38 : 13 : 4 Scots the principall sum con- 
tained in said James Gordon's bill dated 22 
Aprile 1749 granted to the Heritor as a 
grassom for a tack of the Gortans and Boat- 
haugh for 19 years after Whitt 1749 years 
and James Gordon paid ;^2 : o : 2 Sh. Scots 
of said bill upon the 25th October 1754 and 
the same was accounted for by the Compter. 
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TWO MACPHERSON LETTERS. 

It was doubtless gratifying to many readers 
X€i learn from the report qf the New Spalding 
Club, printed in the February number, that The 
JJouse of Forbes" is added to the club's pro- 
gramme. It is to be hoped that many other I 
** houses" will follow in like manner, not 
omitting " The House of Grant " and " The 
House of Macpherson.'' , 

The following letters, which are preserved in I 
the British Museum (Add. MSS. 25,406, 140-1), i 
"M'cre written by George Macpherson of Inver- 
eshie to Robert Grant of Tammore, factor for 
Colonel William Grant of Ballindalloch. Inver- 
eshie married the Colonel's daughter, Grace, 
and the letters show that the somewhat distant 
parish of Inveravon possessed other attractions 
tor Invereshie, viz., the ColonePs meal and his 
(or his factor's) malt, scarcely indicative per- 
haps of his entire appreciation of his native 
Badenoch. It will be noticed also that Inver- 
eshie was at the time engaged in some com- 
mercial transactions with regard to timber on | 
the Elchies estate, in the parish of Knockando, | 
the precise nature of which, however, does 
not transpire. H. D. McVV. I 

Dr Sir 1 
Haveing the occasion of the bearer thought I 
proper to acquaint you that I desyre to send down | 
for two bolls of malt which I would incline it were 
of your own, since the last I hade from you was | 
very good ; as also send me three bolls of the 
Colloneirs meal, which I designe for my table ; 
with ten bolls of the meall you bought for my | 
use. The horses will be doun against the midle | 
of next week ; when the Flores [sic] turns stroke 
I shall send, for the rest of the meal, and for ten | 
bolls more of the Collonell's meall if he can spair | 
it. Acquent me by those that goes for this meall ' 
how far the meall you bought for me is to be carried, j 
since 1 designe after this to send the seeks doun ' 
before-hand, as also acquent me if the CoUonell will 
carry his meall. When you have occasion to goe 
doun by the boat of Elchies, youll take the trouble 
to call for John McConchie who has the charge of 1 
my timber there and in case they are not selling you 
may injoin him to sell them as much cheaper as 1 
youll think convenient. My friend and I offers our 
kind service to all friends with you 

I am ; 
Dr Sir 
Your humble servtt. 

Invereshie George McPhbrson. 

Ye 13th May 1732. 

Dr Sir, 

I send you this line by the servants that 
goes for the meall and malt I \vrote to you off by 
Charles Clay's broyr some days agoe. I am hope- j 



full youll dispatch them as soon as possible. I 
doubt not of the goodness of the meall ; I goe just 
now for Inverness to the Election and soe doth 
Dellradie. Rothy (?) will goe also. I saw Phoiness 
goeing to him very timeous this morning with a 
letter to him from the CoUonell anent his goeing to 
Inverness. I begg pardon for what trouble I give 
you but wherein I can be of the least service to you 
in this part of the world you may freely command 
him who is sincerely 

Your Afiectt and obliedged Sertt. 

George McPherson. 
Invereshie i6th May 1732 
We are all very weell and my friend and I offers 
our service to all friends att Balndallach not for- 
getting yourself and bedfollow being one heart, 
adeu. 
To 

Robert Grant 
off 

Tammore Esqr. 

* 

ABERDEEN BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

Addenda to "Aberdeen Printers." 
(find s., VII., 100, m.) 

Three entries in the late Mr. Edmond's 
"Aberdeen Printers" should be deleted, as they 
are due to the misreading of an item in the 
"Sale Catalogue" of Dr. David Laing (Sotheby, 
1879), Part I., No. 1 28 1, which runs : — 
Forbes (J.). A Collection of 5 Theses Theologicae 
under his Presidency by G. Leslaeus, J. Sibbal- 
dus, A. Scrogaeus, R. Baronius. and J. Lundaeus, 
in a cover having the Arms of Spain stamped in 
gold on sides. Aberdoniae, 1627-31. [Bought 
by Ellis for £2 15s.; present location unknown.] 
From the dates covering a period of five 
years, Mr. Edmond not unnaturally inferred 
that the five theses appeared in successive years, 
and hence entered in his " Printers" — 
Pa^e 26. Leslie, W. Vindiciae Theologicae, etc. 

1627. [This is all right. The thesis was for 
B. D. Leslie's '» Thesis " for D. D. has yet to be 
discovered. ] 

Page 29. Sibbald, J. Theses Theologicae, etc. 

1628. [This, however, was issued in 1627, and 
is duly described on p. 27. It also was for B.D., 
and Sibbald's "Thesis" for D.D. has yet to be 
discovered. Both Leslie and Sibbald were 
'* Aberdeen Doctors."] 

Page 32. Scrogie, A. Theses Theologicae, etc. 

1629. [Phis also was issued in 1627 for D«D., 
and is described on p. 26.] 

Page 32. Baron, R. Theses Theologicae, etc. 

1630. [Also in 1627 for D.D.; described on 
p. 24.] 

P<^gf 38. Lundie, John. Theses Theologicae, 



Digitized by Google 



i68 



SCOTTISH NOTES AND QUERIES 



[May, 1906 



etc. 1631. [This is probably all right, but no 
copy has as yet been traced.] 

Mr. Edmond quotes the descriptions of several 
works given by Joseph Robertson in his"Bio- 
graphia Abredonensis" (3 vols., now in Aberdeen 
University Library), but one is inadvertently 
omitted. 

"Besides these theses," writes Robertson, 
" there is one of which the beginning is awant- 
ing, but which, from the expression * Abre- 
donensis nostrae scholae,' evidently belongs to 
Aberdeen. The part which remains consists 
of the four concluding pages of the *Epist 
Nuncupat.,' and of twenty-four pages of theses. 
They are: — 

"Theses Logicae (8). 
Theses Morales (4), to which are added * Apbor- 
isma poHticum ' and * Aphorisma oeconomicum.' 

** Theses Physicae (7). 

" It is subscribed by seven students : Robertus 
Grahamus, Georgius Meldromius, Gulielmus 
Harpcrus, Gulielmus Leslaeus, Jacobus Mines- 
ius, Jacobus Sharpius, Joannes Gellius. The 
types appear to be those of Raban." 

The names of the students make it evident 
that the "Theses" are those of the King's 
College class graduating under David Leech in 
1 637. (Cf my " Officers and Graduates," p. 1 87.) 
Mr. Edmond may have purposely omitted the 
entry under the impression that the book was 
identical with Leech's " Philosophia lUachry- 
mans,** also published in 1637, of which there is 
a copy in the British Museum ; but I have satis- 
fied myself that this is not the case. It is in- 
teresting to note that " Jacobus Sharpius " is the 
future archbishop. Lamg's volume containing 
the fragment, with other King's College theses, 
was sold at his sale in 1879 fll., 222), but has 
not been traced. 

In "Aberdeen Printers," p. 139, appears the 
description of " The Account of the Pope's Pro- 
cession at Aberdene, the iith of Januaiy, 1689," 
from a copy in the Advocates Library, which 
runs to eight pages only. The copy in the 
Aberdeen University Library contains an ad- 
ditional sheet, B, pp. 9-1 1, "The Students of 
Marischall's Colledge Attestation anent the 
burning of the Pop . . given at Marischall's 
Colledge the second of February, 1689." This 
is of much interest, as being attested by all the 
students of the College, ninety -nine in number, 
grouped as Magistrants, Tertians, Semies, and 
Begians.* (Cf. my "Fasti Acad. Marisc," II., 262.) 

P. J. Anderson. 



Dayid Herd. — This famous collector of 
Scottish songs and ballads was a native of Kin- 



cardineshire, and died at Edinburgh on 25th 
June, 1 810, aged 78. He was only a writer's 
clerk, but an ardent antiquary, devoted to the 
service of his country, and he enjoyed the friend- 
ship of the most eminent men in Scotland's 
capital. His collection was first published in 
1769, then enlarged to two volumes in 1776, a 
centenary reprint of which was issued in 1869. 
Herd's "Collection" attracted the notice and 
approval of both Ferguson and Burns, and 
latterly of Scott. In a biography of Herd I 
learnt that he was interred in Buccleugh Church 
burying-ground, Edinburgh, and that a memorial 
tablet was placed on the wall over his place of 
sepulture. In boyhood, one of my most cherished 
possessions was an old, tattered, grimy copy of 
the 1769 edition. Visiting Edinburgh three 
years ago, I found out the Buccleugh Church 
and with some difficulty obtained access to its 
tiny graveyard, determined on seeing the 
grave of Herd. I could not see the tablet to 
Herd anywhere ; but I found the stones erected 
in memory of Dr. A. Adam (Scott's preceptor at 
the High School) and Dr. Blacklock (the blind 
poet and correspondent of Burns) in a very 
dilapidated state. It seems that in the early 
part of last century a most pernicious practice 
existed amongst the monumental mason craft in 
Auld Reekie of having inscriptions cut on a soft 
stone — simply a veneer — and then fixed upon 
the tombstone. Rain and frost in the course of 
time cause those veneers to bulge out and col- 
lapse. The lettering on both Adam's and 
Blacklock's tombs are bellying out now, and 
will shortly fall to pieces unless some remedial 
steps be taken. I saw in the Calton burying- 
ground, above the Political Martyrs' Obelisk, a 
notable case in point. It is a pretentious tomb, 
surmounted by a big urn and drapery, and 
scrollwork reading, "Sacred to the memory 

of " : the odious veneer had rolled off, and 

several courses of brick appeared below. A 
more striking instance of the vanity of human 
fame could not well be conceived. However, I 
was not satisfied with my survey of Buccleugh 
Church graveyard, so I went round again, and 
and at last, near the corner where Alicia Cock- 
burn (authoress of a set of the *' Flowers of the 
Forest") is buried, I saw a small, square tablet, 
with " RD" at one end, and "1810" at 
foot, the rest having scaled off, as it is a soft, 
yellow sandstone. I presume that this is all 
that remains of the votive tablet. I would 
earnestly beseech the lovers of our national 
minstrelsy to replace the present meaningless 
stone to Herd with a more durable one, suitably 
inscribed. Alba. 
Melbourne, Australia. 
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ADDENDA TO COMMUNION TOKENS OF ESTABLISHED CHURCHES 

IN THE 

Synods of Moray, Ross, Sutherland and Caithness, 
Orkney and Shetland. 

The inscription on the token is shown in black type. Separate lines are indicated by vertical bars. 
The sizes are given in sixteenths of an inch. 

PRESBYTERY OF NAIRN. 
NAIRN. 

(5) Obv. — NAIRN around the top, with M | I.M. | I797< underneath. (John Morrison was minister 
at this date.) 

Rev.— Rude representation of the "Burning Bu5h " with AiVIO | AMO underneath. Round, 15 

PRESBYTERY OF DINGWALL. 
DINGWALL. 

(2) Obv.— Large D (incuse). The initial letter of name of parish. 
Rev.— Blank. Round, 12. 

PRESBYTERY OF TAIN. 

KILMUIR-SABTER. 

(2) Obv. — K.E representing Kilmuir- Easter. 
Rev.— 1741. Square, 11. 

PRESBYTERY OF DORNOCH. 
B08EHALL 

(1) Obv.— K I R— L I C representing Kirk, Rosehall, Creich. 
Rev. — Blank. Round, 13. 

8T0ER. 

(2) Obv.— STORE I 1 80 1. 
Rev.— Blank. Oblong, 14 x 16. 

PRESBYTERY OF TONGUE. 
TONGUE. 

(4; Obv. — T The initial letter of name of parish. 
Rev. — Blank. Square, 10. 

PRESBYTERY OF CAITHNESS. 
LATHERON. 

(3) Obv. — C I J. I L representing Church Latheron, James McHardy. 
Rev. — Blank. Hexaigonal, 6. 

OLRIO. 

(5) Obv. -OLRIO I KIRK. 

Rev. — Blank. Square, 11. 

PRESBYTERY OF KIRKWALL. 

EVIE AND BENDALL. 

(4) Obv. — E (incu.«4e). Representing Evie. 

Rev. — R (incuse). Representing Rendall. Round, 12. 

PRESBYTERY OF LERWICK. 
TINOWALL. 

(2) Obv.— T.K I 1738. Representing Tingwall Kirk, 

Rev. — M I I, Q. (James Greirson was minister at this date.) Oblong, 8x12. 

(3) Obv.— T. K Representing Tingwall Kirk. 

Rev. — M I I. S. (James Sands was minister from 1793 1805.) Oblong, 8 x 12. 

PRESBYTERY OF OLNAFIRTH. 
WHAL8AY AND 8BZ&BIE8. 
(2) Obv.— PARISH OF WHALSAY & SKERRIES SHETLAND around outside, with 
NEC TAMEN CONSUMEBATURJ Burning Bush | 1903 in centre. 
Rev.— This do In I remembrance of me" I LUKE XXIL 19 I "But let a man | 
examine himself." | I COR XL a8. Oblong, with cut corners, 13 x 16^. 

To be continued, 

41 Cairnfield Place. James Anderson. 
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**A TABLE OF THE GENEALOGIE OF 
THE LAIRDS OF PETFODDELLS." 



This interesting genealogical table has been 
obtained through the courtesy of the Rev. 
James M. Joass, LL.D., minister of Golspie. 
It forms one of the " Tables compyled and col- 
lected together by the great Paines and Industrie 
of Sir Robert Gordon Knight Baronett of Gor- 
donstoun, sone to Alexander Earl of Souther- 
land, copied out of his Papers and continued be 
Maister Robert Gordon his sone 1659." The 
original MS. is preserved at Dunrobin, and the 
tables setting forth the Gordon descents have 
been edited by Dr. Joass for the New Spalding 
Club's " House of Gordon," Vol. II. 



The surname of Meinzies came first out of France 
into Scotland in the days of King Malcome Kean- 
more, and setled in the shire of Aberdeen in the days 
of King Robert Bruice. 

William Meinzies was Provest of Aberdeen the 

year 1375 ; he maried Chalmer, daughter 

to William Chalmer, of Findon, Provest of 
Aberdeen, by whom he hade 

1. Gilbert. 

2. John. 

Gilbert Meinzies of Petfoddells, Provest of Aber- 
deen, 1423, maried Margaret Liddel, daughter 
to Sir William Liddel of Arnabo, Knight, by 
whom he hade 

1. Andrew. 

2. David, he begate 

(i) Mr David. 
Andrew Meinzies, of Petfoddells, Provest of Aber- 
deen, 1452, maried Elizabeth Arbuthnot, 
daughter to the Laird of Arbuthnott, by whom 
he hade 

1. Alexr., Provest of Aberdeen, i486, maried 

without issue, Elizabeth, daughter to Sir 
Wm. Leslie of Balcolmie, Knight. 

2. David. 

David Meinzies, of Petfoddells, succeeded his 
brother Alexr., was Provest of Aberdeen 1495, i 
maried Katherine Fothringhame, daughter to 
the laird of Puryfothringhame, by whom he hade 

1. Gilbert. 

2. David. 

Gilbert Meinzies, of Findon and Petfoddells, 
caled Benison Gib, Provest of Aberdeen 1505, 
maried Margaret Chalmer, daughter to Alexr. 
Chalmer of Murthill, by whom he hade 

1. Thomas. 

2. Alexr. of Ferrihill. 

3. Master James. 

4. Andrew, slain at Pinkie, 1547. 

5. David. 

6. Gilbert, who begate three sons 

(I) Alexr. 



(2) David, Provest of Aberdeen. 

(3) Master Thomas, of Balgony. 

7. The Lady Fillorth. 

8. The Lady Haddo. 

9. The Lady Balquhan. 
10. The Lady Menie. 

Thomas Meinies, of Petfoddells and Findon, was 
Provest of Aberdeen and Controller of Scotland 
in the reigne of James 5th, maried Marion 
Reid, daughter to Alexr. Reid, Provest of Aber- 
deen. 

1. Gilbert. 

2. Master Thomas, of Durn, Provest of Aber- 

deen, begate 

(1) Sir Thomas, Provest of Aberdeen, 

and 

(2) Paull, Provest of Aberdeen. 

3. Alexr. 

4. Robert. 

5. William. 

6. Robert Meinzies. 
D3rvers Daughters. 

Gilbert Meinzies of Petfoddells and Findon, 
Provest of Aberdein, maried Margaret Kaith, 
daughter to the Laird of Troup. 

1. George. 

2. Robert. 

3. David. 

4. Alexr., slain by Forbes of Monimusk. 

5. John. 

6. Patrick. 

George Meinzies of Findon, dyed before his 
Father ; maried Violet, daughter to Forbes of 
Petsligo. 

1. Gilbert. 

2. Thomas. 

Gilbert Meinzies of Petfoddells and Findon, 
maried Margaret, daughter to Alexr. Irwing of 
Drum. 

1. Sir Gilbert. 

2. Margaret. 

Sir Gilbert Meinzies of Petfoddells and Findon, 
maried Lady Ann Gordon, daughter to John, 
sixt of that name, Earl of Southerland. 

1. Gilbert, slain at Carbisdale, in Uosse, 

1650. 

2. William. 

3. Paull *(Collonel in Mosco, maried t wise). 

4. Margaret *(Lady Rothemay, who had 

many children). 

5. Jane. 

6. Elizabeth *(Lady Craig of Achindore, to 

whom she had children). 
William Meinzies of Petfoddells maried to his first 
wife Beatrice Fletcher, daughter to Fletcher of 

Innerpefer. Wm. maried second Semple, 

daughter to the Lord Semple, who bore him 
a daughter. 

1. Gilbert. 

2. caled , maried to Sir William Wallace 

of Craigie. 

I *(Gilbert Meinzies of Petfoddles, maried Mar- 
I garet Irvine, Drum's daughter. 
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1. William. 

2. James. 

3. Margaret.) 

* Later hand. 



RECORDS OF 
ABERDEEN UNIVERSITIES. 

Addenda. 

(2nd S..ri,41; III., 88; IV., 134; VI., l?4, 169.) 

The early College registers of honorary degrees 
are very imperfect. Several instances of the 
conferring of D.D. may be traced in Hew Scott's 
"Fasti," probably based on entries in Presbytery I 
or Kirk Session minutes. Thus : — 

Vol. III., p. 462. James Sibbald, minister of the 
first charge, Aberdeen (formerly regent in I 
Marischal College), **adm. in 1626. Had B.D. j 
conferred 14th October, 1630 [this is certainly ! 
wrong, as the extant "Thesis" printed in 1627 
proves], and afterwards that of D.D. by the 
Univ. and King's College." My *' Officers and 
Graduates," p. 98, gives 1628 as the date of 
D.D., but this year was taken from an erroneous 
entry in "Aberdeen Printers," p. 29. Sibbald's 
"Thesis" for the doctorate has yet to be dis- 
covered. He was M.A., Mar. Coll., 1618. 
Page 472. William Blair, minister of the third 
charge, Aberdeen (formerly of Forglen and 
Fordyce), "had D.D. conferred, was received 
into communion by the Synod, iith May, 1698, 
and died (after 22nd) February, 17 16." He was 
M.A., Mar. Coll., 1660. 
Page 477. Alexander Ross, minister of Footdee 
(formerly of Insch), "elected 22nd June, 1631 ; 
had D.D. conferred by the Univ. and King's 
College, and was trans, to the city in 1636.*' 
His "Thesis" has not been traced. He was 
. M.A.. 1618. 

Page 587. David Leech, minister of Kemnay 
(formerly regent in King's College, and minister 
of Ellon), " adm. and inst. 15th January, 1650 ; 
had D.D. conferred, and continued i8th Octo- 
ber, 1653." Leech, the well-known Latin poet, 
was M.A., King's Coll., 1614. 

Page 587. James Willox, also minister of Kem- 
nay, "ord. and adm. 19th September, 1654; 
had D.D. conferred before 20th February, 1661." 
He was M.A,, Mar. Coll., 1637. 

Page 607. John Rose, minister of Foveran, "adm. 
13th March, 1667; had D.D. conferred in 1684." 
He was M.A., Mar. Coll., 1663. 

Page 662. William Guild, minister of King- 
Edward, ordained in 1608, " had the degree of 
D.D., then almost unknown in Scotland, con- 
ferred on him." The degree was conferred, 
circa 1634 (when Guild was one of the ministers 
of St. Nicholas), as he is designated D.D. in 
the " Funerals" of 1635, but not in his "Humble 



Addresse" of 1633. He was M.A., Mar. Coll., 
before 1605. 

These degrees are not in the King's College 
Record ("Officers and Graduates,** p. 98). It 
is possible, but hardly likely, that they were 
conferred by St. Andrews. 

Page 514. Alexander Scrogie, minister of Skene, 
"prom, from being regent at King's College, 
Aberdeen, accepted being helper, 9th Septem- 
ber, 1603." I do not find his name among the 
King's College regents ("Officers and Grad- 
uates," pp. 53, 324), and I am informed by the 
Aberdeen Presbytery clerk that, when he was 
appointed helper, there is no reference to his 
having been regent. 

P. J. Anderson. 



DuRRis (2nd S., VII., 147). — A corres- 
pondent writes :—" Perhaps it is not too much 
to expect that 5. N. <>• Q. will one day 
give us a complete bibliography of the rural 
districts of Scotland where these are well 
marked, extensive, and at the same time his- 
torical. The note on the Act anent the 
selling by the Duke of Gordon of his Durris 
estates is of much interest. Your readers might 
be made acquainted with a print relating to the 
Fame district, in which a protracted lawsuit be- 
tween the lairds of Durris and Netherley about 
the possession of portions of the Grampians is 
given in full, with all the evidence before the 
courts at Edinburgh. Like the Act of 1828, it 
contains details as to lands and farms, etc. 
The tower at Kincluny does not commemorate 
this latter lawsuit but a former one, by which 
the Gordons obtained possession of the lands of 
Durris as heirs of Charles Mordaunt, Earl of 
Monmouth and Peterborough. The tower was 
built in 182.5. lawsuit about the moors 

occurred during the possession of Mr. Anty 
Mactier, perhaps in the forties of last century." 



Scottish Highlands.— No complete his- 
tory of the Scottish Highlands, issued at a 
popular price and in a compact form, has yet 
been published. But Mr. W. C. Mackenzie, 
author of "The History of the Hebrides," has 
now written one, and Mr. Alexander Gardner, 
of Paisley, is about to publish it He says of 
his volume that its main purpose is "to trace 
the various stages of social, economic, religious, 
and political development through which the 
Highland people have passed, from the earliest 
historical times down to the present day." 

Robert Murdoch. 
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Scotch Church, Erfurt (2nd S., VII., | 
139). — The "interesting article on the Scots 
Colleges and Abbeys on the Continent " was 
contributed, not to the Quarterly y but to the | 
Edinburgh Review , and was written, not by 1 
Joseph Robertson, but by Bishop Alexander P. ; 
Forbes. P. J. Anderson. ' 



The Place-Name " Countesswells " (2nd I 
S., VII., 136). — The most likely person to have ' 
been honoured with having the place named | 
after her was Isabel Douglas, Countess of Mar, ' 
who married Alexander Stewart, 1404. He be- 1 
came Earl of Mar, and led the burghers of 
Aberdeen to Harlaw, 1411. This shows a| 
probable cause for her being near Aberdeen. | 
Countesswells is in the map in the " Collections , 
on Aberdeen and Banff," and it is mentioned in 1 
" Antiquities,** Vol. IV., p. 542, 22nd May, 1588, 
when the Provost, etc., of Aberdeen gave to John 
Leithe, burgess of Aberdeen, Countesswells, 
within the freedom of the burgh. The progres- 
sion of the title-deeds of the estate might carry 
its history further back. I 
John Milne, LL.D. . 



Cudbear. — Four years ago some interesting I 
facts were sent by correspondents relative to the i 
manufacture of the dye stuff known as "cudbear." | 
I have just discovered that a patent was granted 
in 1758 to Cuthbert Gordon, coppersmith, 
Leith, and George Gordon, merchant, Leith, for | 
the manufacture of the dye. J. M. B. 

* ! 

d^uetlee* 



7x6. Border Haswells (2nd S., VII., 156).— 
Referring to my query in the April issue of S. N. \ 
and Q., there is a mining village in Northumberland 
named Haswell, and a place in Peebleshire, Has- 
wellsykes. Sykes is a Scotticism meaning a marshy I 
place, I suppose on account of the water " seeking" 1 
into the ground, the pronunciation of the word ' 
varying from sykes to seeks. Did the family name 
originate from either or both of these places ? or ' 
were they named after some of the Haswells? I 
suppose Haswell is derived from Ha's Well or Hal's 
well, as I have seen the name spelt. Any informa- 
tion upon these points will be thankfully received. 

W. Saunders. 

I Summerbank, 
Edinburgh. | 

721. Hay of Monkton.— Where is any account | 
of this family to be found? This branch of the ' 



Hays is said to be descended from William, brother 
of John, third Lord Hay of Yester, about 1520. An 
heiress married, circa 1600, Sir Alexander Hay of 
Whitburgh, of the Lochloy family, whose descend- 
ants apparently continued the name. The arms of 
Monkton were registered 1672-7. The last laird, 
Alexander Hay, advocate, who married (?) 1685, 
Helen, daughter of Sir Alexander Ramsay of Abbots- 
hall, lost his estate in the '15, when it passed to 
the Falconers. His daughter and heiress, Jean Hay, 
married, firstly, a Mr. Shore, and secondly, John 
Mitchelson of Middleton. I shall be glad of any 
particulars of the Monkton family. 
65 Cambridge Terrace, H. A. Pitman. 

Hyde Park, London, W. 

722. Barclay of Ury.— Perhaps some reader 
will be good enough to say whether a Life of Bar- 
clay (the athlete) of Ury has been published, or 
where particulars of his life may be had. 

Durris. A. Macdonald. 

723. "The Silver Eel" (Ballad).— In Neil 
Maclean's '* Life at a Northern University," p. 197, 
reference is made to a ballad, "The Silver Eel,'' 
which was evidently well known to Aberdeen stu- 
dents circa 1855. I fail to trace it under that name 
in any collection of ballads. Can any reader supply 
the words in whole or in part, or give an alternative 
title? P. J. Anderson. 

724. Volunteer Officers of 1794-1808. — I am 
anxious to know if any portraits exist of any of the 
following gentlemen who commanded one or other 
of the different Volunteer Corps about this period, 
and if so, will esteem it as a favour if any readers of 
S. N. &* Q. can assist me to find same. 

1. Alexander Moir of Scotston. Mr. Moir was 

the first commander of the Royal Aberdeen 
Volunteers. He was an advocate, and re- 
signed his commission on becoming Sheriff- 
Depute of Aberdeen in 1796. 

2. Thomas Bannerman. Mr. Bannerman suc- 

ceeded Sheriff Moir in the command of the 
Royal Aberdeen Volunteers. He was a mer- 
chant in Aberdeen, manager of the Aberdeen 
Banking Company, and secretary for "the 
Hon. The Club." I am informed that en- 
gravings of a portrait of Mr. Bannerman are 
in existence ; but where ? 

3. Captain, thereafter Colonel, Finlason. Com- 

manded what were known as '^Finlason's 
Fencibles," 1803-8, and subsequently became 
colonel of the local Militia. He was a Deputy- 
Lieutenant of the County of Aberdeen for the 
Deeside District. 

4. Alexander Tower of Ferryhill. Mr. Tower be- 

came commander of the "Aberdeen Pikemen," 
1804, and, like Finlason, transferred to the 
local Militia in 1808. He was appointed to 
command the 5th Regiment of same, and was 
at one time elected M. P. for Berwick. 

D. S. 
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725. Lieutenant Alexander Stuart.— There 
is a gravestone in Leslie (Aberdeenshire) Church- 
yard to the memory of Alexander Stuart, late 
lieutenant in the 8gth Regiment of Foot, sometime 
residing at Leslie House, who died September 22, 
1 821, aged 84 years. The stone is erected by Helen 
Stuart, his widow. I shall be greatly obliged it any 
reader can give particulars as to who this Alexander 
Stuart or his wife was. 

The Lodge, John Mackie. 

Cropwell Butler, Notts. 

726. Stewart or Stuart Family. — In " West- 
minster Abbey Registers," published by the Harleian 
Society, London, 1876, is this item, on page 416, 
note 4 : — 

** Gavin Drummond, Esq., buried Feb. 22, 1773. 
His will, as of Park Prospect, St. Margaret's, 
Westminster, dated 18 Dec, 1771 ; proved 19 
June, 1773, gives bequests to Anna-Helena Stuart^ 
dau. of his late half-sister Catharine ; to the 
children of his late half-sister Margaret \ and to 
his kinswoman Anna Collendar, formerly Hally." 

The italics, which are mine, represent an odd series 
of coincidences, if nothing more. Margaret and 
Catharine were the names of the only two surviving 
daughters of Dr. Edmond Halley (1656-1742). The 
significance, if any, of the surname Stuart in this 
connection may lie in the family traditions pub- 
lished in the London Notes atui (Queries (gth S., XII., 
468) when taken with other traditions that appeared 
in the same periodical (gth S., XL, 205-206) regard- 
ing the Halley and Pike families. Who were 
•* Anna-Helena Stuart," and "Anna Collendar, for- 
merly Hally " ? Eugene F. McPike. 
Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A. 

727. The Battles of Preston, Falkirk, and | 
Culloden. — In the catalogue of the library of James 
T. Gibson Craig, sold in 1887, appears the following 
item: — ** Number 1618 (Lumsden, A.), Account of 
the Battles of Preston, Falkirk, and Culloden, by a 
Gentleman who was in these actions. Autograph 
Manuscript with holograph letter from James 
Dennistoun regarding it, added. 4to., circa 1746." | 
Was this manuscript ever published, and where is it , 
now? W. M. M. 

728. ** Nairn: A Poem." — In the sale of the 
library of James Maidment one of the items, under 
the No. 3}220, is " Nairn : A Poem," which must 
have been published between 1818 and 1831, these 
being the extreme dates of the several items in the 
volume. Can any reader give a description of this 
work? W. M. M. 

729. "Nancy Stone." — I should like to know 
whether there is any foundation for the story of 
** Nancy Stone" as told by Elinor M. Lane. 

Constance Russell. 

Swallowfield Park, 
Reading. 



730. Mariota Dunbar.— Mariota Dunbar, wife 
of David Falconer of Halkerton, died ist February, 
156 1. Can anyone give her parentage ? Kilbuyack 
is suggested in the ** Rose Book." M. M*G.-G. 

731. Elspet Beaton. — Elspet or Elizabeth 
Beaton, wife of Alexander Abercrombie of Birkenbog, 
is said by Baird to be a daughter of Cardinal Beaton. 
This seems improbable. He was murdered in 1546, 
and she was, according to Burke, married in 1602, 
but the latter calls her a daughter of Beaton of Bal- 
fout. Who was she ? MacG.-G. 

732. Subject Superiors Wanted. — Can any- 
one kindly say who were the subject superiors of 
Edincliack, Torrysoul, Clunybeg, Auchinraith, and 
Leitcheston (in Banffshire) ? These lands do not 
seem to have been held direct from the Crown. 

M. M«G..G. 

733. JoNET Kirk. — William Gordon of Seaton 
married Jonet Kirk. Who was she ? Was she of 
the family of Kirk of " Kirk's Lambs " ? 

M. M*G.-G. 

734. Aberdeen Painters.— I have not seen the 
foil lowing Aberdeen "painters" named in works on 
art, but their names occur in records : — 

1. Robert Skene, ** painter," was buried March 7, 

1635- 

2. Mr. Adam Anderson, '^pictor" and burgess, 

was married to Isobell Burnet, daughter and 
one of the co-heiresses, served 26th Oct., 1649, 
to Alexander Burnet, burgess. She is de- 
scribed as his relict in 1680. 

3. Alexander Ross, painter, is mentioned on Jan. 

7, 16S3, as paying burial fees for a bastard 
child. On 13th May, 1687, he enters into a 
marriage contract with Sarah Blackburn, 
relict of James Watson, junior, merchant in 
Aberdeen. Burial fees are paid for her on 
Nov. 16, 1700, (or 1706), and he is buried on or 
about 17th May, 1710. In 1735 some land 
which had pertained to Sarah, then to Alex- 
ander, and afterwards to his brother James, 
merchant in Aberdeen, was acquired by Alex. 
Livingston. Alexander was a son of Wm. 
Ross of Drumnachie, by Mrs. Ross, daughter 
of Mr. John, minister of Birse. 

M. M*G..G. 

735. Robert Colvile. — In Vol. XIX. on fol. 
120 of the " Acta Dominorum Concilii " the follow- 
ing lines occur : — 

O man, behald this warldis brutilues, 
That changes ay and hes ua aikkemes, 
But ful of torment pouerte and greif 
Withoutyn end. I knaw with wrechidnes 
That all sal pas, and thus I tak my leif. 

ROBBBTUS COLVILB 

.Ian: 1508 

Do these lines occur in any collection of old Scots 
poetry, or are there any further products of Colvile's 
muse ? Can he be identified with Robert Colvill of 
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Hiltoun, who about the same time was Director of 
Chancery? W. M. 

Edinburgh. 

736. Ballad on the Battle of Bannock- 
burn.— John Nicholson, printer, Kirkcudbright, pub- 
lished a number of chapbooks during the forties of 
last century. In a collection of productions, the 
majority of which came from his press, I find an 
eight-page chapbook which contains " Robert de 
Bruce's Garland, Or, a Heroic old Scotch Ballad on 
the Battle of Bannockburn." The effusion has little 
merit as verse. Can any reader say who was the 
author ? The ** Garland" occupies the whole space 
of the chapbook, which is unclated, and does not 
bear either the printer's name or the place of print- 
ing. From a comparison of the paper and typo- 
graphy with that of a number of other chapbooks, 
however, one is ahnost safe to say that it issued 
from Nicholson's press. William Harvey. 

737. Precentor Rhymes. — In byegone days 
pious Presbyterians considered it sacrilege to use 
the words of the " inspired Psalms when practising 
Psalm -tunes. Consequently a number of doggerel 
verses came into vogue which were sung at choir- 
practices and similar gatherings. A typical one ran 
thus : — 

Eltfin in Moray's in the north, 
From whence comes good but rare ; 

The horses they are very fat. 
The lasses /ery fair. 

I shall be glad if any reader can furnish other similar 
rhymes. William Harvey. 

[See our ist Series, Vol X., pp. 92, 110, 129. -^En.] 

738. Alexander.— I should be pleased to know 
something about Jean, Viscountess Mount Alex- 
ander, who was wife of Hugh Montgomery, first 
Viscount Mount Alexander. She is said to have 
been the daughter of an Alexander of Aberdeenshire, 
and a devout Presbyterian. When Hugh Mont- 
gomery married her, he had a mansion at Comber, 
Co. Down, Ireland, and in her honour he called it 
"Mount Alexander" — hence the title. After her 
husband's death she married a second time, Major- 
Gen. Robert Munro, and died about 1670. During 
her residence at Comber, she had for her private 
chaplain, Rev. James Gordon, son of Alexander 
Gordon of Salterhill and Aikenhead, near Elgin. 
I would like to know if there was any relationship 
or other connection between the Alexander family 
of which this lady was a member, and that of the 
Gordons of Salterhill and Aikenhead, or of the 
Gordons of Auchinreath, or of Leichiston. | 

Armistead C. Gordon. I 
Staunton, Virginia. | 

739. The Grahams of Bogwhapple. — I will be j 
much obliged for information respecting the Grahams j 
of Bogwhapple, especially about the descendants of 1 
a Lieut. -Colonel William Graham who married the | 
widow of a James Thompson of Colmslie. 

Borderer, i 



740. How TO Trace a Family.— How can I 
trace a family which settled in Edinburgh about 

1709. The father was made a burgess of the city in 

17 10. Borderer. 

74Z. Michaelmas Mare." — In a town in the 
west of Scotland well known to me, the provost, 
whom his fellow-townsmen do not deem worthy ot 
a second term of office, is termed **a Michaelmas 
mare." Hence every chief magistrate in that burgh 
is very ambitious of obtaining such a proof of his 
townsmen's confidence. I have asked several per- 
sons to suggest a feasible explanation of this 
mysterious appellation. Hitherto I have got no 
satisfactory answer, nor have I any suggestion of 
my own to offer. I wonder if any of your readers 
can solve the mystery, or can say whether in any 
other Scottish burgh the appellation, **a Michael- 
mas mare," or, as I have heard it pronounced, ** a 
Mechdlmns mir," is given to any chief magistrate 
who does not secure a second term of office. 

Dollar. W. B. R. VV. 



answers. 



937. *' Robin Adair " (ist S., VIII., 109 ; 2nd S., 
IV., II, 59 ; VI., 12). — Under the heading *' Musical 
Notes," The Tribune of 3rd ult. contains the follow- 
ing reference to Haydn. It notes that Sunday, April 
I, was the anniversary of the birth of Franz Joseph 
Haydn, the great composer, "to whom both the 
quartette and the symphony look as the genius who 
gave them life. In the article on Haydn in the 
new edition of * Grove's Dictionary,' there is an 
interesting new paragraph, from which we learn 
that Dr. Kuhac has gathered much evidence in sup- 
port of the contention that Haydn was by race not 
a Teuton, but a Slav ; not a German, but a Croatian. 
His name was originally * Hajden,' which is a well- 
known Croatian patronymic, and his native village 
was originally called Trdstnik, of which ' Rohran * is 
the official German translation. Mr. W. H. Hadow, 
who is the author of these additions to Herr Pohl's 
biography in ' Grove,' considers that the general 
impression of Haydn's music is Slavonic rather than 
Teutonic in character, and the fact that many of his 
mature compositions are saturated with the Croatian 
folk-songs makes Mr. Hadow think it hardly too 
much to say that he stood to the folk-music of 
Croatia as Burns to the peasant songs of Scotland." 

Robert Murdoch. 

347. English County Anthology (2nd S., V., 
62, 79, 94, no, 124, 142, 157, 174; VI., 12, 30; 
VII., 79). — I have recently handled the following 
able productions : — 

Manx I National Songs i with | English Words, , 
selected | from the MS. collection of | The Deemster 
Gill, Dr. J. Claque, & W. H. Gill, | and arranged | 
by I W. H. Gill. | Boosey & Co., | 295, Regent 
Street, London, W., | and | 9, East 17th Street, 
New York. | Copyright 1896 By Boosey & Co. | 
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xiiL+i45 pp. Kenny & Co., Printers, | 25 Camden 1 
Road, London, N.W. i 
Songs I of the West | Folk Songs of Devon and 
Cornwall | collected from the mouths of the people | 
by I S. Baring Gould, M.A. | H. Fleetwood Shep- ' 
pard, M.A. \ F. W. Russell, Mus. Doc, D.D. | 
New and revised edition { under the musical 
editorship of | Cecil J. Sharp | Principal of the 
Hampstead Conservatoire. | Methuen & Co. | 36 
Essex Street, London, n.d. Dedicated: To | the ; 
memory of | the Late D. Radford, Esq., J.P. | 
of I Mount Tavy, | at whose hospitable table the I 1 
making of this collection | was first planned | also 
» to that of I The Rev. H. Fleetwood Sheppard, I 
M.A., I ray fellow worker in this field for twelve ' 
years. | xii. + 247 and 32 pp. notes on the songs. | 
Printed by | C. G. Roder | Limited | Willesden 
Junction, | London, N.W. 

.English County Songs | Words and Music | Col- ! 
lected and edited by | Lucy £. Broadwood | and | J. | 
A. Fuller Maitland | M.A., F.S.A. | 1893. viii. + 
185 pp. Printed by | The Leadenhall Press, Ltd., 50 ' 
Leadenhall Street, London, B.C. | J. B. Cramer | 
and Co., 201, Regent Street, W. | Simpkin, Mar- 
shall, Hamilton, Kent and Co., Ltd. j New York: ' 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 743 and 745, Broadway. 

Robert Murdoch. | 

679. Scott's '* Tales of a Grandfather " (2nd 
S., VII., 106, 127) — Scott's *' Tales of a Grand- 
father " appeared in four distinct series, each of them 
in three vols. i8mo. The first series, covering the 
period from Macbeth to the accession of James VI., 
was issued in 1827; the second, somewhat over- 
lapping the first, embracing the history from James 
II. to the Union, was published in 1828 ; the third 
series, extending from the Union to 1760, appeared 
in 1829 ; and the fourth, occupied with the history 
of France, was issued in 1830. If one could be sure 
that all genuine first editions bore the above-named 
dates on their title-pages, it would be a matter of 
comparatively plain-sailing to determine the number 
of the issue. In that case J. F.'s copy, published in 
1828, would be a first edition of the second series, 
and Mr. Lamb's, as indicated in his note, a later 
issue of the same series. Unfortunately the question 
is not quite so easily settled. There was, and I be 
lieve still is, a pernicious practice among publishers 
of antedating books, that is, a book actually given 
to the public towards the end of 1827 might be dated 
on its title-page 1828." This seems to have been 
the case at least with the first series of the Tales 
of a Grandfather." I infer as much from a note by 
the editor in Scott's Journal." Copies of the first 
series were dated 1828, not 1827. In the first edition 
of the first series, however, a misprint occurs which 
may enable one to decide whether his copy is a 
genuine first issue. Sir Walter, writing to Ballan- 
tyne, the publisher, and insisting on the need of 
careful proof correction, says, " Imagine your print 
ing that the Douglases, after James II. had dirked 
the Earl, trailed the royal safe-conduct at the tail of 
a serving man, instead of the tail of a starved Mare.^' 



The editor of Scott's *' Journal " adds, ** So printed 
in first edition. Vol. II., p. 129, but corrected in the 
subsequent editions to a miserable cart jade.^^ If 
J. F.'s book contains this misprint— if in Vol. II., 
p. 129 he finds " the tail of a serving man " — his 
copy is undoubtedly a genuine first edition of the 
first series. I am not aware whether the other 
series were antedated or not. It is quite possible 
they may have been. I have in my possession an 
edition of the fourth series— the History of France — 
in three volumes. It has all the appearance of a 
first edition, but is dated 1831, not 1830, as a first 
issue should have been. The format of the volumes 
closely corresponds with the description given in Mr. 
Lamb's interesting and instructive note. They are 
in plain, grey millboard, with brown leather backs 
and gilt letters, and appear to be in the original 
binding. W. S. 

691. BuRNs's Links at Stirling (2nd S., VII., 
125, 143, 158). — Mr. William Harvey is probably 
justified in believing the three answers in Maxwell's 
pamphlet the unaided work of that poetaster. It is 
only natural to think so. I ventured to hint as 
much in my conjectural reply in the February issue 
of Scottish Notes and Queries, With regard to Mr. 
Harvey's ** process of elimination," however (by 
means of which he eliminates two of the three answers 
I presumed to cite), I am c^uite unable to accept his 
conclusion. His method is based on fundamental 
error, and .proceeds by mistaken induction. The 
note in the **Aldine Poets," as quoted by Mr. 
Harvey, asserts that Burns's lines '*were printed 
with three answers to them, severely rebuking the 
poet." Here the expression, ** severely rebuking the 
poet," is, I take it, an explanatory clause qualifying 
the word "answers." The answers (whatever else 
they may have been) were severe rebukes of the poet. 
All, therefore, that one may safely infer from the 
note is that the ansivers (i) severely rebuked the 
poet, and (2) were occasioned by the lines at Stirling. 
It is not in the least necessary to suppose that they 
made any direct reference to the lines themselves. 
Of two persons engaged in argument, one may 
answer the other by bursting into tears, or by emitting 
a series of warlike howls, or by abusing his opponent 
like a pickpocket. The tears, the howls, the abuse 
make no direct appeal to the offending words, but 
they are, all the same, an undoubted answer to them, 
because occasioned or called into existence by them, 
and form the most effective weapon the disputant 
has at command. W. S. 

707. Brodiesord (2nd S., VII, 141). — This 
word has to be considered along with Brodieshill, 
' Morayshire, and Brodiehill, Lanarkshire. Ord is 
I found in both the Anglo-Saxon and Norse, and there 
I is Or/, German, and Oort, Dutch, and means any- 
I thing from a point or corner to a steep or rounded 
hill. It also signifies a forefront, or line of battle, 
I and also the beginning, or source. At first sight 
' Brodie looks a personal name, but that is the word 
; for a sow with a litter, and place-names connected 
j with the keeping of herds of swine are fairly com- 
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mon. Cosmo Innes, in his Scotch Surnames," 
gives Brodie as a name derived from lands — the sur- 
name coming from the place-name ; while Long, in 
his ** Personal and Family Names," gives the mean- 
ing as "a house in a plain," '*a lowlander," and 
also ''an embroiderer, a subtle weaver." In Bos- t 
worth's "Anglo-Saxon Dictionary" we find Brod, j 
a growing together," *♦ a brood," and also meaning 1 
"of free cost, gratis," There is just the suspicion I 
that the name covers something in the way of joint 
liberties or interests in certain lands, and a know- 1 
ledge of the locality and information as to early I 
spelling would be essential before anyone could 
pronounce definitely on a word with such varied 
meanings. T. H. S. 

711. Pike or McPike (2nd S.. VII., 155).— 
There is a Celtic word pic^ a point. It is prefixed 
to many pointed mountains in France, being a 
remnant of the Celtic tongue once spoken there. It 
is common in Aberdeenshire in the name Piketillum 
from pic^ point ; and to/m, a hill or hillock. In Kin- 
cardine a long piece of slate pencil is called a pike. 
In the Register of the Town Council of Aberdeen 
the name of a man who lived at Justice Mill is 
Thomas of My 11, and Thomas Myll. So a man who 
lived at or on a pointed hill would be in early times 
**of " Pike, and later simply Pike. Mr. ** McPike " 
would be the son of Mr. " Pike." 

John Milne, LL.D. 

?I2. Neil Maclean, M.A. (2nd S., VII., 155). 
n reply to Alba, Neil Maclean was a native of 
Peterhead, trained in the Parish School, Peterhead, 
and at the University, Aberdeen, became a teacher, 
and died at West Hartlepool, 17th May, 1873, aged 
38 years. Author of " Life at at Northern Uni- 
versity," 1874. The book was published posthum- 
ously. A new and revised edition is at press, and 
will be publishd in a few months. He was also 
author of a memoir of Marshal Keith, 1869, and 
many magazine articles about that time. 

Peterhead. W. L. T. 

713. George Beattie (2nd S., VIL, 155).— 
Has not " Alba " transposed the initials of the author 
of this work which, he says, was issued in the 
*' sixties"? My copy is of the second edition, and 
bears no date. It purports to be by** A. S. Mt. 
Cyrus, M.A." Can it be that in the first edition the 
initials were as given by **Alba": **A. M. St. Cyrus"? 
Perhaps some reader possessed of a first edition will 
inform us. Meantime it may be remarked that, if 
a misprint in the second edition, the placing of the 
** M.A." degree after the place-name, *' St. Cyrus," 
is surely a singular malarrangement. Then, consider 
the printing of ** Mt. Cyrus" in capital letters same 
size as the preceding **A. S." These features all 
suggest the impression I have sometimes entertained 
that ** Mt. Cyrus " might be a surname. See The 
Court Miscellany J London, 1765, p. 342, where a 
certain ** Henry Mount Cyrus " is named. 

A. HUTCHESON. 



The title-page of the book referred to by ** Alba " 
gives the author as **A. S., Mount Cyrus," not 
'* A. M. St. Cyrus" as quoted by him. The Eccles- 
greig district of St. Cyrus was known at the date of 
the issue of the book as Mount Cyrus. It is under- 
stood that ** A. S., Mount Cyrus," was Mr. Andrew 
Stewart, at one time a barber at St Cyrus. 

J. D. 

718. Parody of "Bonnie Dundee" (2nd S., 
VII., 156). — In reply to **Donside's" query regard- 
ing above, I understood there was a discussion as to 
the authorship in the pases of 5. N. 6* Q. previous 
to the time at which I became a subscriber. If I 
have made a mistake, I beg to express my regret. 
If ** Donside " will consult Canon Lowe's booklet 
on Prof. David Thomson, he will there find a copy 
of the parody, and some lengthy notes of ** Davie's" 
conversation with Mr. Lowe on the poem, in which 
it is mentioned, among other things, that they were 

3uite *'at sea" as to the authorship. That is, no 
oubt, what was in my mind when I wrote last 
month. R. D. 
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DAVID AND JOHN LEITCH. 

Perhaps the noblest literary achievement of 
the last century was the seventy volumes of the 
"Dictionary of National Biography," projected 
and carried out to completion by the late George 
Smith, publisher — a man of Scottish ancestry 
whose forebears hailed from El^in. He lost a 
great deal of money by the publication, for the 
sale was limited, and mainly restricted to 
libraries. Of course, in a big work of that kind, 
there would be blunders, and accordingly there 
is a supplementary volume of errata, over three 
hundred pages. I looked therein to see if a 
blunder anent two Scottish Latinists, David and 
John Leitch, was rectified. No ; hence this 
screed of mine. 



The biography of David Leitch is written by 
"J. C. H.," which initials I discovered meant 
James Cuthbert Hadden, an Aberdeenshire 
nian. I am charitable enough to suppose that 
his manuscript has been tampered with, because 
I cannot imagine that any Aberdonian would 
ignore the direct testimony extant that David 
Leitch was a Scot. Mr. Hadden states that 
Leitch was "probably a native of Cheshire," 
and his argument is pitched in quite a Fluellen 
fashion ; — " Look you, there be Leitches in 
Scotland, but also and moreover there are 
Leches at Garden, in the County of Chester." 
Well, I will admit that a family of respectable 
nobodies named Leche (that is the spelling) 
lived in Cheshire for a long time, but that does 
not prove that David Leitch was one of them. 
We are referred to Ormerod, a county historian, 
for confirmation. I consulted that book in our 
public library here, and saw an ample pedigree 
of the Leches of Carden, but there was no 
David amongst them — plenty of Johns, I confess. 
He never spelt his name " Leche," and the whole 
trouble has arisen from the cumbrous latinising 
of his surname into "Leochaeus." On such 
slender ground this Presbyterian scholar is 
claimed to be an Englishman. 

On the other hand, we know that a John 
Leitch was Principal of King's College, Aber- 
deen, about 1 619, and I am of opinion that 
David was his son, and nephew (not brother) to 
the epigrammatist Educated at that University, 
first an alumnus, then as regent in 1628, and 
subsequently sub-principal in 1632 ; during his 
tenure of office he pronounced a Latin oration 
at the funeral of Bishop Forbes in 1635, which 
is printed in Raban's book, and reprinted again 
by the Spottiswoode Society. David Leitch 
was appointed minister of Ellon in 1638, but as 
he declined to subscribe and adhere to the 
Covenant, he had to withdraw, and he accom- 
panied the Scottish army as chaplain in their 
march into England. However, he returned 
again to Scotland. What says Spalding, the 
annalist, to whom we are referred in the memoir 
— which I certainly did. 1 overhauled the 
** Memorialls of the Trubles," and under date 
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Sunday, 19th July, 1640, 1 found this satisfactory 
entry : — 

" Mr. David Leitch, minister of Logic , 
(Buchan), ane principall outstander and gain- 
stander of the Covenant, and who had left his 
church, his charge, his countrie^ and went into 
England, at last returns konie^ becomes penitent, 
and preaches ane penitentiall Sermon." 

Spalding was a contemporary, and must have 
known Leitch from his boyhood up. At any 
rate, on that point I prefer the old commissary 
to Sidney Lee and his motley clan of memoirists. 

David Leitch had eventually to clear out of 
the kingdom, but he did not go and reside in 
Cheshire, which he ought to have done if 
Hadden's absurd hypothesis was correct. No ; ' 
he went to London, where he had a meeting- 1 
house near the city, and preached there, doubt- j 
less having Sir Thomas Urquhart and other ; 
"brither Scots'' as auditors. His last publica- ' 
tion was a volume of Latin poems entitled ; 
" Parerga," but whether he survived till the | 
Restoration or when he died is, I fear, an in- , 
soluble problem. 

I come now to John Leitch, the Latin epi- 
grammatist, who in his books announces himself 
thus: "Joanne Leochaeo, Celurcaao Scoto," 
which translated simply means "John Leitch, a 
Montrose Scot," Celurca being the ancient name 
of that burgh. Mr. Thomas Secombe writes 
the memoir, and he coolly informs us that, 
"though Leitch describes himself a Scotus^ he 
was doubtless connected with the Leche family 
of Carden, in Cheshire." Why so ? According 
to this erudite gentleman, Leitch did not know 
his country or his parentage ! We have had to 
wait two hundred and seventy years for this 
Southron searchlight on the subject. However, 
putting the secohmmeter aside, I venture to say 
that this Latin poet was the son of the Rev. 
Andrew Leitch, who was minister of Old 
Montrose in 1585, and died in 161 1, leaving two 
sons, Johtt and Andrew. My authority is the 
Rev. Hew Scott's " Fasti Ecclesiae Scoticanae." 

Another clergyman, Rev. Henry Leitch, was 
minister of Auchtermuchty, and died in 161 3. 
And there was even another Rev. David Leitch 
in Scotland then, who was educated at St. 
Andrews, taking his degree of A.M. in 1605, 
who was appointed minister of Dundrennan, in 
Galloway, in 1629. 

But it seems that there also flourished con- 
temporaneously with our Latin poet an English 
dominie named John Leech, who published 
some educational books, and in order to bolster 
up his reputation, Ormerod conjectures that he 
was the author of the Latin poems, from the 
similarity of the name. A wrong surmise, but 



received as gospel by Mr. Seccombe. They 
were two distinct persons. John Leitch, in 
order, I presume, to dissociate himself from the 
English pedagogue, invariably proclaims himself 
"A Scot, from Montrose." He dedicated his 
poems to Scottish noblemen, knowing instinct- 
ively that he had nothing to hope from English 
liberality. By twisting his name into the uncouth 
" Leochaeo," he has imperilled his identification. 
The ultimate history of John Leitch is involved 
in obscurity ; but probably, like many another 
Scot at that troublous period, he went abroad 
and obtained a position in some Continental 
university. I do not believe that he went to 
America : there was no market there for his 
scholarship. 

Sir Thomas Urquhart's eulogy of the Leitches 
as Latin poets shows conclusively that he was 
" roosin' his ain folk." Would he have cracked 
them up if they had been "Cheshire chaw- 
bacons"? Not much. Alba. 

Melbourne, Australia. 



A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF EDINBURGH 
PERIODICAL LITERATURE (V., 20, etc.) 

(Continued Jrom 2nd S., Vol VII., p, 166,) 
[Supplementary. ] 

1709. A Review of the Affairs of France. This 
was the title of the famous periodical which Defoe 
began to issue from his prison in Newgate on 
February ig, 1704, as a sheet of eight small 4to 
pages. In 1707 he was in Scotland on business 
connected with the Union of the Parliaments, and 
thereafter for some years appeared frequently in 
the Northern Kingdom. On these visits he did 
some work in connection with the newspaper 
press, and seemingly made arrangements for the 
reprinting of his Review. In the number of the 
Review which was sent out in London on June 4, 

1709, a long advertisement is printed to the effect 
that— 

"The paper is reprinted three times a week in Edin- 
burgh, and published in all the principal towns and 

cities of Scotland." 

Directions are also given as to how the advertise- 
ments maybe forwarded, and the note is added 
that— 

"The counties of Northumberland, Westmoreland, 
togrether with the towns of Belfast. Carrickfenras, and 
the city of Londonderry in Ireland, are supplied with 
the paper from Scotland." 

Several numbers of the Scots Postman in August, 

1 7 10, contain the following advertisement : — 

" Such of the subscribers to Mr. Defoe's Review as are 
in the country, please leave a note at Mr. Andervon's 
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shop infonning them where the Review shall be left 
for them, so as to come to their hands." 

I have been unable to discover any trace of copies 
of these Edinburgh reprints, or learn how long 
they appeared.* 

1709. The Scots Postman^ or, the New Edinburgh 
Gaxette : being an Account of the Public News, 
Foreign and Domestic. Published by Authority. 
No. I, Tuesday, December 27, 1709. Single sheet 
folio. Every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday. 
Edinburgh: printed by John Moncur for the 
Undertakers, and to be sold at his Printing House 
at the foot of the Bull Close, opposite to the 
Trone. 

Thus did the Edinburgh Gazette of 1699 make 
another start. It began by saying that — 

" It has been a misfortune to this paper to change its 
anchors and printers several times, and by several 
stops, hindrances, neglect of printers, and innumerable 
errors of the press, to be of late much disconraged, 
though the aocoants have been, especially for the last 
year, more exact than formerly. These are now to 
give notice that it is once more set upon a new and, 
we hope, a right foot, both as to management and 
intelligence." 

The journal was not, however, nearly out of 
stormy waters. No. 15 (January 28, 17 10) sub- 
stituted for the second part of the imprint the 
words, **and to be sold at Mr. John Johnston's 
House at the foot of Moubray's Close at the 
Netherbow." No. 43 gave 4 pp., as sometimes 
happened subsequently. The type of No. 50 and 
after was smaller, and at the same time the head- 
ing was embellished with two rough woodcuts. 
The printer was changed at No. 60: '* Printed by 
John Reid, Junr., for the Undertakers, and are to 
be sold at his printing house in Liberton's Wynd " 
^the second half of which imprint was altered in 
No. 63 to "at Mrs. McKay's, in Patrick Stiel's 
Close, on the South side of the Street, and a little 
below the Cross.'* 

These changes, however, were as nothing to the 
revolution which took place about the middle of 
November, 1710. It is not clear what had hap* 
■ pened, but it is apparent that another of the 
cataclysmic disagreements had broken out among 
the personages responsible for the journal. No. 
141 (Tuesday, November the 21st, to Thursday, 
November the 23rd, 17 10) appeared as The New 
Edinburgh Gazette. [See below.] The aberration, 
however, was only temporary. The real No. 141 
was only delayed, and turned out under the old 
designation, and with the same printer, on Tues- 
day, January 23, 171 1. The only difference was 
that the cuts no longer adorned the title. The 
following explanation of the matter was vouch- 
safed : — 

"The author of this paper being induced by a certain 
person to enter in a contract for some space of time 
for my title, upon certain stipulations to be performed 
by either party. But the said contractor with me, 
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having failed to perform his conditions, not only en- 
deavouring by all methods possible to enhance ray title 
and right, but to ingross to himself the whole sale and 
publishing of my paper by changing of the title and 
numbers thereof (how fair and ingenious that is I leave 
to the discretion of my generous reader to judgeX 
However, having closed matters in some part with him 
by consent, I continue my paner with my own title 
and number as last enumerate." 

In No. 144 the cuts of the heading were resumed. 
Under this name the journal continued till June 26, 
171 2, at least, and probably up to the spring of 
1714. [See below, Scots Postman^ I7i4«] 

1710. The Edinburgh Courant, with the freshest 
advices, Forreign and Domestick. Published by 
Authority. No. i, Munday, March 20, 1710. 
Edinburgh: printed by John Moncur for the Under- 
takers, and to be sold at Mr. John Johnston's 
House, almost at the foot of Moubray's Close at 
the Netherbow. Single sheet folio, 2 cols, to page. 

Boig, the projector of the first Courantj died 
January 27, 17 10, and with him died the Privy 
Council's warrant to publish a paper of that name. 
Before the Union of 1707, the right of granting 
licence to forthcoming ne\vspapers in Scotland 
was vested in the Scottish Privy Council. The 
Act of Union placed the continuance of that body 
within the discretion of the Queen, and only a few 
months elapsed before it was suppressed altogether 
on the ground that its history showed it had been 
used as an instrument of oppression. Thereafter 
the right of licence was assumed by the Town 
Council so far as Edinburgh was concerned. Boig 
was hardly cold before it was asked to use its 
prerog:ative. The result is apparent from the 
following extract minute : — 

*' Ate Rdinburgh, the first day of February, 1710. 

"The same day the Councill authorised Mr. Daniel 
Defoe to print the Kdinhurgh Currant in place of the 
deceased Adam Bog, disoharging hereby any other 
person to print News under the name of the Edinburgh 
Currant." 

Defoe was not swift, however, to act upon the 
authority given. Seven weeks were allowed to 
elapse before his first number appeared, and he 
seems to have placed no obstacle in the way of 
the ousted journal continuing during that time 
under the old name. (See S. N. <&• 5., 2nd S., 
VII., p. 130.) His haste before the Council was 
probably to forestall possible rivals. 

The enrolment of the name of the author of 
** Robinson Crusoe" among Edinburgh journalists 
is full of interest: — 

"It would now be a useless speculation as to what 
motives Induced Defoe at that time to undertake the 

Eublication, and doubtless the writing of, an Edin- 
urgh newspaper : whether or not the kindness and 
affectionate respect he received from the Scotch, con- 
trasted in his view with the ungrateful reward of all 
his toils in England, revived a former desire to remove 
his family, and to spend the remainder of his days in 
Scotland. '—William Lee's "Daniel Defoe," London, 
1869, Vol. I., p. 176. 

Only two numbers of this issue of the Edinburgh 
Courant are known to exist. Each contains about 
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2\ colamns of news from abroad, the remainder of 
the space (i^ columns) being occupied with ad- 
vertisements. It is probable that no more were 
issued under Defoe's direction, as his immediate 
connection with the Courant could not have lasted 
many weeks. At the end of the same, March, he 
was recalled to London. With his departure, the 
journal would likely cease publication. 

It should be noted that the transition enabled 
two distinct Edinburgh Courants to appear on 
March 20, 17 10. 

1 7 10. The Scots Courant. No. 707. Monday, 
March 20, to Wednesday, March 22, 1710. Edin- 
burgh : printed by John Reid, Junior, and are to 
be sold at his house in Liberton's Wynd, 1710. 
Single sheet folio, 2 cols, to page. Three times 
weekly. 

The usual date assigned for the start of the 
Scots Courcuit is September, 1705. The author 
of the "Edinburgh Courant Reprint,"* for example, 
following the lead of earlier historians of the 
journal, states that it was begun in that year, that 
it was published thrice a week, and that Boig*s 
Edinburgh Courant was merged in it on March 20, 
1 7 10. In the absence of copies before that date, 
and looking to the fact that those who had been 
conducting the Edinburgh Courant were forced to 
abandon the title which Defoe had acquired, and 
at the same time were unwilling to abandon the 
enterprise itself, I am inclined to think that they 
met the difficulty by changing the name of the 
journal, and allowing it to go on as before under 
the new name. That this was likely the case is 
indicated by the facts that the Scots Courant ap- 
peared without official authority, that appearance 
and printer were the same, and that its numbering 
was consecutive with that of the original journal. 
If this be so, the Scots Courant was the continua- 
tion of the Edinburgh Courant, and appeared for 
the first time March 20, 1710. 

At No. 729 (" From Friday, May the 12th, to 
Monday the 15th, 1710") the imprint became: — 
•* Edinburgh: printed by James Watson, and sold 
at his shop next door to the Red Lyon opposite to 
the Lucken-Booths, and at the Exchange Coffee 
House." This same number contains a note which 
speaks of ** James Muirhead, the author of this 
paper." I have not seen the numbers from No. 
800 to No. 1464 (October 27, 1710— March 25, 
1715). Within that time the paper had consider- 
ably changed its appearance. It had become a 
12 pp. small 4to. The title ran — "The Scots 
Courant, containing the Occurrences both at home 
and abroad." The first page was similar to a title 
page, and the imprint at its foot was — Edin- 
burgh: printed for the author. Sold at the Ex- 
change Coffee House, where advertisements are 
taken in. 1715. Price Three Halfpence." The 



* According to a writer in The Leisure Hour, February 2, 
1867, this was Dr. Joseph Robertson, then editor of the 
Courant. The " Reprint " is far from accurate in many of its 
details. 



only indication that Watson continued as printer 
is his monogram in the centre of the page. The 
editor evidently set up a coffee house on his own 
account, for, in No. 21 19 (June ig, 17 19), the 
paper was sold there. In No. 2193 (mis-numbered 
21 1 2 — December 9, 17 19) it is described as being 

Muirhead's Coffee House, up the stair, im- 
mediately below the entry to the Writer's Court." 

In appearance, the Scots Courcuit was neat and 
clean. Like its contemporaries, it devoted most 
of its space to foreign news. The last number I 
have seen is No. 2251, dated "Wednesday, April 
20, to Friday, April 22, 1720." 

1710. The New Edinburgh Gazette, Being an 
account of the Public News, Forreign and Do- 
mestick. Published by Authority. No. 141. 
Tuesday, November the 21st, to Thursday, Novem- 
ber the 23rd, 1 7 10. Single sheet folio. Printed 
by John Reid, Junr., for the Undertakers, and are 
to be sold at his printing house in Liberton's 
Wynd. (See S. N. 6* Q,, 2nd S., VII., 131.) 

No. 142 appeared as No. 2, and gave the follow- 
ing explanation : — 

"These are to give notice that this paper, having been 
now for two numbers published by the name or title 
of the Edinburgh QazetUy is notwithstanding written 
and published by the same undertalcers who published 
the ScoU Potttnan before." 

The notice then goes on to complain that original 
news letters intended for the paper had been inter- 
cepted by '*8ome evil designing persons," and 
that consequently the conductors had had to fall 
back upon the custom of copying from prints— a 
custom which " the said Postman had promised to 
avoid." 

I have been able to see six issues of the journal 
in this form, but there is no reason to suppose 
that it did not survive for a very much longer 
period. In the Advocates Library there are two 
numbers of 

The Evening Post, or. The New Edinburgh Gazette, 
being an account of the Public News, Forreign 
and Domestic. No. 225. From Tuesday, May 
13, to Thursday, May 15, 1712. Single sheet 
folio. Edinburgh : printed by John Moncur, and 
sold at his Printing House at the foot of the Bull 
Close, fore against the Trone, and by John Park 
at his stand at the Fountain Well, where advertise- 
ments are taken in. 17 12. At the rate of three 
issues weekly, the date of the start of the Evening 
Post coincides with that of the New Edinburgh 
Gazette. The occurrence of the sub -title proves 
that the two journals are the same. 

26 Circus Drive, 

Glasgow. W. J. CouPER. 

* 

Cudbear. — I find that James Gordon, of 
Great Peter Street, Westminster, cudbear manu- 
facturer, was a bankrupt in 1803. (London 
Gazette for 1803, p. 1059.) 
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NOTABLE MEN AND WOMEN OF 
ARC YLESH I RE. 

(Continued from 2nd S., Vol, VII., p, I64.) 

426. Napier, William: Mechanical Inven- 
» tor. I have a note concerning this notable 

Arj^leshire man to the effect that he was a 
native of Inverary, that he flourished in the 
first half of the nineteenth century, and that he 
initiated several improvements in the printing 
press, by which the process of printing was 
^rreatly accelerated. He is spoken of as a very 
ingenious inventor. 

427. Nicholas. I have a note regarding 
this ecclesiastic that he was the Bishop of Man, 
and flourished in 11 93, and that he was of 
Argyleshire origin. 

428. NiCOL, Donald Ninian, M.P. : Con- 
servative Politician. He was bom in 1843 at 
Ardenamoch, and educated at Merchiston, Glas- 
gow University, and Oxford. He was a bar- 
rister, but did not practise. He won Argyle- 
shire for the Conservatives in 1895, and held 
the seat till his death in 1903. 

429. Paterson, Hugh Sinclair, M.D. 
(Rev.) : Presbyterian Divine and Author. A 
native of Campbeltown, where he was born 26th 
February, 1832, he was educated for the Free 
Church ministry in Glasgow, and ordained to 
the pastoral charge of Free St. Mark's, Glas- 
gow, in 1854. He was translated to London as 
pastor of the English Presbyterian Church, 
Belgrave Square, in 1872, from which he was 
called to Notting Hill in 1880. He was a man 
of literary proclivities, and edited Dickensot^s 
Quarterly from 1878 to 188 1. He also con- 
ducted the British and Foreign Evangelical 
Review and Ward and Work. Among his other 
publications are : — "Studies in Life: the Human 
Body and its Functions," 1880 ; " In Defence of 
the Earlier Scriptures,'* 1883; "The Fourfold 
Life," 1884; "Crosses and Crowns," 1884; 
"Christ and Criticism," 1884; "Faith and Un- 
faith," 1885. He retired from the ministry, and 
has been dead for some time. 

o 430. Pattison, Thomas : Minor Poet A 
native of I slay, and bom about 1833, he was an 
editor, poet, and man of letters, and published 
a work on " The Gaelic Poets of Scotland." 

431. Pattison, Margaret Campbell (?): 
Sister of the preceding. She was born in I slay 



in 1827, and edited two series of Gaelic songs, 
1881-82. She died in Ghsgow in 1885. 

432. Pinkerton, Edward: Minor Poet. 
Born in the Relief Manse House, Campbeltown, 
in 1798, he published in Glasgow in 1832 a 
volume of poetry under the title, "The Island 
of Propontis, and other Poems." He died in 
1844. 

433. RiDDELL, Sir Rodney Steuart, 4th 
Bart, of Strontian. He was born in 1838 ; 
succeeded his cousin in 1883. He acted as Pay- 
master in the Army Pay Department, served in 
New Zealand, 1863-5, in Afghanistan, 1878-80 
and in the Suakim campaign in 1885. 

434. Ross, John: Minor Poet A native of 
Campbeltown where he was born in 1801, he 
was a distiller, and published a volume of verse. 
He figures in Edwards's "Modem Scottish 
Poets." VoL VIL 

435. Sinclair, Peter, Hon., M.P., Prince 
Edward Island. A native of Argyleshire, where 
he was born about 1840, he emigrated to our 
Canadian colony, and settled there as a farmer. 
He was first returned to the House of Assembly 
in 1867, and was appointed a member of the 
Board of Education in 1868, and was a member 
of the Executive Commission from 1869 to 187 1, 
when the Government resigned, and again, in 
1872, in the Haythorne Liberal Administration, 
when he acted as Government Leader in the 
Assembly, and was a member of the Board of 
Works. On the admission of Prince Edward 
Island into the Dominion, he was returned for 
Queen's ist District to sit in the Dominion 
Parliament, September, 1873, and was re-elected 
by acclamation in 1874, but defeated in 1878. 
He, however, regained his seat in 1882, and has 
held it since. He was appointed a member of 
the Executive Council, 22nd April, 1891. He 
was a Liberal in favour of reciprocal trade with 
the United States. 

Dollar. W. B. R. Wilson. 

{To be continued.) 

4, 

Captain William Grant, Mariner.— He 
was born at Aberdeen. His life was written 
(for religious purposes) by William Ross, pastor 
of the Independent Church, Millyard, Good- 
man's Fields, London. (34 pp.,n.d.) It appears, 
however, that he was at Barbadoes in 1780. 

B. 
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"THE CHURCH OF THE NEW TOWN 
OF OLD ABERDON .» 

There is in Kennedy's " Annals of Aberdeen " 
a copy of a bull, bearing by its heading that it 
is for the erection of the Snow Church. The 
original is in King's College Muniment Room, 
and it shows that what appears to be the title is 
only a docquet on the back in a later hand. On 
reading the bull it is seen that the docquet 
does not correctly describe the purport of the 
bull, which is not for establishing a church, 
but for abolishing it. The name of the church 
is not mentioned in the bull, but from a docu- 
ment in " Fasti Aberdonenses " — the Records 
of the University and King's College of Aber- 
deen — it is seen that it must have been " The 
Church of the New Town of Old Aberdon," the 
new town being described in the bull. The 
church stood on the site where the Snow Church 
was afterwards erected ; but the church of the 
bull was not the Snow Church. Kennedy was 
misled by the docquet, and all local historians 
mentioning the bull have followed him in de- 
scribing it as the foundation charter of the 
Snow Church. It ought to have been in the 
" Registrum Episcopatus Aberdonensis " be- 
cause it was endowed from lands which once 
belonged to the Cathedral, and it ought to have 
been in the " Fasti Aberdonenses " because its 
endowments went to the University in 1499, but 
it is not in either, therefore it has been thought 
proper to give a correct copy of the bull, with a 
translation into English. The translation is 
nearly word for word, except that three parti- 
ciples— absolventes, censentes, habentes— have 
been reckoned equal to indicatives with et. 
Insertions made in the original and in English 
are within [ ]. A few errors in the original are 
referred to in footnotes. 

Summary of the Contents 0/ the Bull. 

The Pope's salutation and benediction. 

At a former time the Pope had received a 
petition from honourable men to which he had 
assented, and now he follows up that favour 
with others when opportunity serves. 

The petition had stated that a new town had 
sprung up outside the episcopal city of Aber- 
don (Old Aberdeen), where James IV. proposed 
to institute a weekly market, which would tend 
to increase the population, and that it would be 
a good thing to erect a parish church in the 
town. 

A church, with a manse and glebe and all the 



insignia of a parish, had been erected ; but the 
average annual income had amounted only to 
£^ stg., and the church was now vacant by the 
resignation of the minister. 

A new petition had been sent to the Pope 
requesting him to make provision for the 
minister, and to say what should be done in the 
circumstances. 

The Pope abolished the erection of the new 
church, and absolved the parishioners from any 
obligations they had come under, and the 
minister from the duty of performing divine 
service in it. 

He made over to the Chapter of the Cathedral 
the revenues of the church, and left it to the 
bishop to do what he thought proper in the 
matter. 

Given at Rome, February 20, 1497. 

Erectio ecclesie de Niuibus ex terris olim pertinenti- 
bus diuo Machario 1497. 

Alexander episcopus seruus seruorum dei Venerabili 
fratri Episcopo Aberdonensi salutem et apostolicam 
benedictionem. 

Honestis petentium presertim catholicorum princi- 
pum notis libenter annuimus eaque fauoribus pro- 
sequimur oportunis. Exhibita siquidem nobis nuper 
pro parte carissimi in Christo filii nostri Jacobi 
Scothorum regis illustris ac dilectorum filiorum 
incolarum et habitatorum Ville noue infra limites 
parrochialis ecclesie Sancti Macharii extra et 
prope ciuitatem Aberdonensem petitio continebat 
quod a certo tempore citra in dicto loco in quo 
alias tres uel quatuor domus incolarum dun- 
taxat existebant annuente domino industria(0 inibi 
habitant] um copia incolarum et habitantium huius- 
modi creuit et multiplicata extitit ac indies multipli- 
cart speratur et si in dicto loco in quo dtctus Jacobus 
rex ut eo magis homines ad inibi habitandum 
inducantur mercatum publicum in quo mercimonia 
et alia necessaria ad usum eorundemO populi uendi 
et emi possmt semel qualibet septimana indicere et 
ordinare proposuit una parrochialis ecclesia in qua 
in eodem loco nunc et pro [omni] tempore habitantes 
missas et alia diuina oflicia audire possent erigeretur 
incolarum et habitantium huiusmodi animarum 
saluti cum diuini cultus incremento consuleretur. 
Quare pro parte tarn Jacobi regis ac incolarum 
et habitatorum predictorum quam etiam dilecti 
filii Willelmi Strachakin clerici tue diocesis fuit 
nobis humiliter supplicatum ut in dicto loco unam 
parrochialem ecclesiam cum campanili campana 
cimiterio s[c]accario fonte baptismali et aliis 
insigniis parrochialibus erigere ac illi pro eius 
parrochia et limitibus locum seu uillam huiusmodi 
cum illius territorio et confinibus pro illius uero dote 
decimas primitias aliasque obuentiones illi pro tem- 
pore obuenientes perpetuo assignare applicare et 

(1) For "indiutrie." 
(*) For " earundem." 
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appropriare ac [siquidem] de dicta ecclesia tunc sic 
erecta annuus fructus redditus et prouentus quatuor 
librarum sterlingorum (*) secundum communem 
existimationem ualorem annuum ut asseritur non 
cxcederit a primeua eius erectione tunc uacante 
eidem Willelmo prouidere aliasque in premissis 
oportune prouidere de benignitate apostolica dignare- 
miir. Nos igitur de premissis certam notitiam 
non habentes ipsosque incolas et habitatores ac 
Willelmum et eorum quenlibet a quibuscunque 
[generibus] excommunication is suspensionis et 
interdicti aliisque ecclesiasticis sententiis censuris 
et penis a iure uel ab homine quauis occasione uel 
causa latis Siquibus quomodolibet innodati existunt 
ad efTectum presentium duntaxat consequendum 
hanim serie absolventes et absolutos fore censentes 
necnon omnia et singula beneiicia ecclesiastica cum 
cura et sine cura que dictus Willelmus etiam ex 
quibusuis apostolicis dispensationibus obtinet et 
expectat ac in quibus et ad que ius sibi quomodolibet 
competit quecunque quocunque et qualiacunque sint 
eorumque iructuum reddituum et prouentuum ueros 
annuos ualores ac huiusmodi dispensationum tenores 
presentibus pro expressis habentes fraternitati tue per 
apostolica scripta mandamus. Quatinus facias per 
te ipsum in premissis sine tamen alicuius preiuditio 
prout tibi uidebitur faciendum. 

Non obstantibus constitutionibus et ordinationibus 
apostolicis ceterisque contrariis quibuscunque. 

Datum Rome apud Sanctum Petrum anno incar- 
nationis dominice Millesimo quadringentesimo 
nonagesimo Septimo decimo Kalendas Marcii 
Pontificatus nostri anno sexto. 

[Inscriptions on the Lead Bull.] 

^ P P 

• ALE A E 

X A N D E R. ll^^o h«Ad8 with a Latin 

PA n A cross between them. 

A n A • PA is for Paulus and 

. Y 1^ PBfopPetrua.] 



Erection of the Church of the Snows out of lands 
formerly belonging to St Machar, 1497. 

Alexander, bishop, servant of the servants of God, 
to [his] venerable brother the Bishop of Aberdeen, 
welfare and apostolic benediction. 

We willingly agreed to the request of well-known 
honourable men, especially of Catholic nobles, and 
we follow that up with [other] favours as opportunity 
serves. 

Seeing that a petition lately shown to us on behalf 
of our dearest son in Christ, James the illustrious 
king of the Scots, and of our beloved sons the in- 
habitants and dwellers in the new town within the 
bounds of the parish Church of St Machar, outside 
and near the city of Aberdon, stated that from within 
a certain time in the said place, in which formerly 
there were only three or four inhabited houses, by 
the blessing of God on the industry of the dwellers 

(') For " steriingariim." 



in them a g^eat number of inhabitants and indwellers 
of that kind has increased and is multiplied and it is 
hoped will be multiplied daily, and if in the said 
place in which the said King James, in order that 
men may be the more induced to live in it, has pro- 
posed to proclaim and ordain a public market, in 
which goods and other necessaries for the use of the 
people in them could be sold and bought once a 
week, a parish church, in which now and for all 
time the inhabitants could hear masses and other 
divine services, were erected, it would be for the 
weal of the souls of the inhabitants of this kind, and 
for the increase of divine worship. 

Wherefore, on the part both of King James and of 
the inhabitants and indwellers foresaid as also of our 
beloved son William Strachakin, a cleric of thy 
diocese, it was humbly begged of us that we would 
have the goodness to erect in the said place a parish 
church, with bell-tower, bell, cemetery, treasury, 
baptismal font, and other parochial appurtenances ; 
also to assign for it for its glebe and bounds a place 
or sort of town with its territory and bounds, and 
for its endowment to apply and appropriate for ever 
the tithes, first fruits, and other oflferings falling to it 
as the time serves, and [seeing that] from the said 
church then thus erected the annual fruit, income, 
and produce, has not, as is said exceeded the annual 
value of four pounds sterling from its first erection, 
it being then vacant, [it was begged that] we of our 
apostolic goodness [would think right] to make pro- 
vision for the said William, and otherwise make 
suitable provision in the circumstances. 

We, therefore, not having sufficient knowledge of 
the circumstances, solemnly absolve and hold as 
absolved both the inhabitants and indwellers them- 
selves and William and any one of them from all 
sorts of excommunication, suspension, and interdict, 
and other ecclesiastical sentences, censures, and 
punishments from law or from man, brought at any 
time or from any cause, if they are by any persons 
in any way inextricably mixed up with them, only, 
however, for carrying into effect this present letter, 
and we also commit by apostolic letter to thy 
fraternity all and each of the ecclesiastical benefices, 
with cure and without cure, which the said William 
also holds by any apostolic dispensations and expects, 
and in which and to which he claims a right to him- 
self in any way whatsoever, wheresoever, and of 
whatsoever sort they may be, and the true annual 
values of their fruits, incomes, and produce, and we 
regard the tenors of these dispensations as expressed 
in the present [letter]. 

Do by yourself so far as in the circumstances 
seems right to you to be done, without, however, 
prejudice to any one, constitutions and ordinances 
apostolic and others of any kind to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Given at Rome« at St Peter's, in the year of the 
incarnation of our Lord one thousand four hundred 
and ninety- seven, on the tenth day before the 
calends of March, in the sixth year of our ponti- 
ficate. 

John Milne, LL.D. 
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COMMUNION TOKENS 

OF 

EPISCOPAL CHURCHES IN THE NORTHERN COUNTIES OF SCOTLAND. 

The inscription on the token is shown in black type. Separate lines are indicated by vertical bars. 
The sizes are given in sixteenths of an inch. 

ABERDEEN (ABERDEEN8HI&E). 

St. Paul's. 

(1) Obv.— ST PAUL'S I CHAPEL | BNQLISH | EPISCOPAL. 
Rev.— ABERDEEN | 1S44. Oblong, with cut corners, 13 x 16. 

(2) Obv.— PAUL'S I CHAPEL | ENGLISH | EPISCOPAL, with POUNDED 17M along 

the right and left sides. 
Rev.— ABERDEEN | Oblong, with cut corners, 13 x 16. Illustration 19. 

St. John's. 

Obv.- ST JOHN'S I CHAPEL. 

Rev.— CHRIST DIED * PGR US around the top and bottom, with a cross in centre of field. 
Upright oval, 13 x 18. Illustration 10. 

ABPAFEEUE (BOSS AND CROMABTT). 

Obv.— A cross. 

Rev. — M I W.P. I 1781. (William Paterson was minister at this date.) Oblong, 12 x 14. 

BANFF (BANFFSHIRE). 

Obv. — A cross in shape of the letter X, with serrated incuse border. 
Rev. — Blank. Upright oblong, 12 x 13. Illustration 5. 

CRUDEN (ABEBDEENSHIBEX 

Obv.— S 'J representing St. James (Chapel). 
Rev.— Blank. Square, 11. Illustration i. 

FINTRAY (ABEBDEEN8HIBE). 

Obv. — M I A. P. (Alexander Forbes was minister at 1682.) 
Rev. — Blank. Oblong, 8 x 10. 

FOLLA BULB (ABEBDEBN8HIBE). 

(1) Obv.— A cross. 

Rev.— M I A. P. (Arthur Petrie was minister from 1765 to 1787.) Square, 13. Illustration 7, 

(2) Obv. — iVi Representing Meiklefolla, which was the old name of the chapel. 
Rev. — A cross. Square, 12. Illustration 6. 

FBASEBBUBOH (ABBBDEEN8HIBE). 

Obv. — CP. with a cross between, and a star in each corner. The letters represent Chapel, 

Fraserburgh. 
Rev. — Blank. Oblong, 11 x 12. Illustration 4. 

FTVIB (ABEBDEBN8HIBE). 

Obv.— A. C. W. I PYVIE. with a cross between C. W. and a star between the two lines. 

(Alexander Christie was minister from 1784 to 1827.) W. represents Woodhead. 
Rev.— LH.S. with a cross through the letter H. Square, 14. Illustration 16. 

KEITH (BANFFSHIBE). 

Obv.— l.H.S. I a cross. 

Rev. — Blank. Square, 15^. Illustration 18. 
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LHANBB7DB (MOBATBHIRBX 
(SLQIN.) 



Obv. — L» The initial letter for Lhanbryde. 
Rev.— I.H.S. I cross. Oblong, 13 x 14. 



LONOBIDB (ABBRDEBNSHIBB). 



Obv.— L.S. with a small cross between the two letters. 
Rev. — Blank. Oblong, g x 12. Illustration 2. 

LONMAT (ABBRDEmrSHIRE). 

Obv. — L. for Lonmay, with a cross. 
Rev. — Blank. Square, 12. 

HONTMUBK (ABEBDEEN8HIBE). 
(i) Obv. — A cross, flanked with A and a floral ornameilt and a dot in top corners. (J. Andrew 



Rev. — Blank. Upright oblong, lo x iij. IllustrsLtion 8. 
(2) Obv. — A cross, flanked with a star and iVi Th^ letter represents Monymusk. 
Rev. — Blank. Square, 12. Illustration 9. 



Obv.— O. D. with a square cross under, enclbsed in a circle, and a star in each corner outside 
the circle. 

Rev. — Blank. Square, 10. Illustration 3. 



(1) Obv. — I.H.S. with a cross through the letter H. 
Rev. — M* I i.e. Square, 14. Illustration 17. 

(2) Obv.— I.H.S. with a cross through the letter H. 
Rev.— M I l+C. Square, 13. 

(3) Obv.— I.H.S. with a cross through the letter H. 
Rev. — M I 1 + C. Square, 13. 



(1) Obv.— CH. I PHD. with a cross between C and H. The letters represent Chapel, Peterhead. 
Rev. — Blank. Square, 12. 

(2) Obv.-ST I PETER'S I PHD. 

Rev.— CHR. MORT. PRO. NOBIS, around the edge, with a cross in the fleld. Oval, 14 x 16. 
Illustration 12. 

(3) Obv.— A cross I I.H.S. 

Rev. — Blank. Square, 10. Illustration 11. 



(1) Obv. — A cross (incuse) in field, with C (incuse) in left top corner, representing St. Congan's Chapel. 
Rev. — Blank. Square, 13. Illustration 13. 

(2) Obv.— A small cross in field. 

Rev. — Blank. Square, 13. Illustration 14. 

(3) Obv. — T. I C.C. representing Turrifl*, and Cruickshank and Cardno, who were ministers in 1803. 
Rev. — I.H.S. with a cross over the letter H. Square, 14. Illustration 15. 

Note. — The Keith token is a tjrpe which was used at Portsoy and Rathven in Banffshire, 
Forgue in Aberdeenshire, and Fochabers in Morayshire. 

41 Caimfield Place. James Anderson. 



was minister, 1800.) 



OLD DEER (ABEBDEENSHIBE). 



OLDMELDBUH (ABEEDEENBHIRE). 



Note. — The difference between 2 and 3 is in size of type and cross. 



PETERHEAD (ABERDEENSHIRE). 



TURRIFF (ABERDEBNBHIRK). 
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THE EARLIEST DUNDEE 
PERIODICAL. 

In the March issue of Scottish Notes and 
Queries^ there appears a note stating that I had 
discovered a reference to a magazine belonging 
to Dundee earlier by eighteen years than the 
one set down by Mr. A. C. Lamb as the first. 
For no particular reason, the statement was 
challenged by the writer of the column " Litera- 
ture and Art" in the Dundee Advertiser^ and a 
correspondence ensued. The result has been 
that my notice has been corroborated. Mr. 
J. M. McBain, of Arbroath, wrote that he had 
found a volume of odd numbers of magazines, 
one of which was the Dundee Magazine^ Janu- 
ary, 1758. He says :— 

This proves that a Dundee Magazine was pub- 
lished in 1758. There is, however, nothing to show 
who was the printer or publisher, and there is not in 
it the slightest reference to "local affairs," unless 
one paragraph under the general heading of *' French 
Captures," following another headed ** British Cap- 
tures," can be called "local." The notice reads: — 
"The Mercury, Strachan, from Dundee to Carolina, 
is taken by a French privateer. The captain is 
carried into Rochelle." The fact of the capture of 
a vessel sailing from Dundee counts for nothing, as 
the other captures are of vessels sailing from Fal- 
mouth, from Seville, from Newfoundland, and from 
Java. My own impression is that the Dundee 
Magazine is not a Dundee production at all, but 
may have been printed in London or elsewhere, with 
arrangements that any enterprising bookseller any- 
where could get the name of his town filled into the 
heading of as many copies as he thought he could 
dispose of, so as to give it the appearance of a " local 
magazine." This was done largely with periodicals 
in former years. I have copies of such in my 
possession. 

But this is not all. The correspondence suc- 
ceeded in eliciting the fact that another periodi- 
cal, the tradition alone of which survived in 
Dundee, had reality on its side. Mr. A. Hutche- 
son, of Broughty Ferry, wrote : — 

Mr. Alexander Elliot, Lochee, so well known for 
his researches in local lore, has informed me that he 
had seen, about 1880, a single copy, the first number 
of The Dundee Weekly Intelligencer ; that it bore 
the date 23-30 May, 1755, consisted of 4 pages, price 
i^., with the publisher's name of "Henry Galbraith 
and Company," whose address was given as " near 
the Main Guard." He jotted down the particulars 
at the time, so is not speaking from memory. 

All which proves that caution is needed in 
making positive assertions regarding the early 
history of the periodical press in any locality. 



In more ways than one the journalist writes 
on the sand with the tide commg in." 

W. J. C. 

* 

William Hutchison.— In 1853 there was 
published Tales and Traditions of Leith," by 
William Hutchison, author of " Flying Shots." 
My copy of the Leith book, which I acquired in 
Melbourne, has a written memo. : " Presented 
to Mrs. Hutchison by her Son, the Author," and 
dated at Glasgow, 26th April, 1857. I also had 
" Flying Shots " at one time, which consisted of 
essays, sketches, and tales, written in an agree- 
able and humorous strain. What was the sub- 
sequent history of this writer ? He must not be 
confounded with another William Hutchison, a 
contemporary journalist whom I knew. Born 
near Fochabers, trained as a compositor, gained 
a prize for an essay on the Sabbath in the second 
competition open to working men, manager of 
the Aberdeen Banner (a Free Church paper, 
conducted by the late George Troup), then 
editor of the Fife Herald^ and for several years 
"boss" of a Newry Liberal paper in Ireland, 
where I interviewed him in 1862, giving him the 
latest intelligence about the old comps. of 
Aberdeen. He emigrated in 1865 to New 
Zealand, edited the Wanganui Chronicle^ then 
the Daily Tribune in Wellington, and a paper 
in Dunedin. He was Mayor of Wanganui, and 
three times Mayor of Wellington, and a member 
of the local legislature for many years. He 
wrote continuously to the press of his adopted 
country on social and literary questions, and 
closed a long and honourable career on the 3rd 
December, 1905, aged eighty-four. He was a 
worthy specimen of the literary printer, a genus 
now almost extinct since the introduction of 
linotypes. He published "The Fife Note- Book" 
when at Cupar, and it may be mentioned that he 
succeeded another eminent compositor in editing 
the Fife Herald — the late Alexander Russel, 
editor of the Scotsman. x\LBA. 

Melbourne, Australia. 



"Scots Musical Museum."— The "Scots 
Musical Museum, containing Burns's notes on 
the various songs printed in the volumes given 
by the poet to Robert Riddell of Glenriddell, 
has just been sold by auction for j^6io. This 
is the work to which Mr. J. C. Dick referred to 
such good purpose for his "Songs of Robert 
Burns," and mentioned by Mr. Gavin Greig, 
New Deer, in S, N, &* g., 2nd S., V., 94. 
Copious extracts Irom Mr. Dick's volume, which 
was printed for subscribers, appeared in TAe 
Periodical of October, 1903, pages 10-12. 

Robert Murdoch. 
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"BROWN'S DEESIDE GUIDE." | 

The request of a friend engaged on a biblio- 1 
graphy of topographical works for particulars 
regarding the various editions of "Brown's Dee- 
side Guide " led to some researches being made, 
the result of which may be noted. 

The initial in(]uiry was as to the date of the 
original publication — the first edition. In this 
connection a very singular error was detected. 
In later editions of the book the following pre- 
face appeared, presumably written to carry out 
the impression that the book was really by the 
"James Brown" whose name appears as the 
author : — 

As, during the time I drove a car upon Deeside, I 
had naturally come to acquire a considerable deal of 
information touching the same, I took it upon me, 
not without various misgivings, last year, to lay a 
little book before the public, entided **A Guide 
to the Deeside Highlands." Nobody could be more 
sensible than myself of the great faults of that small 
book, as, indeed, having had most to do with the 
same, was but natural. However, the public were 
most graciously pleased to pass over its fallings -off 
with a lenient eye— nay, to bestow upon it a degree 
of encouragement and patronage which I had no 
right to expect, and, in fact, never did hope for. 
For this usage, on the part of the public, it would 
very ill become me to be ungrateful, more especially 
as on my part it was almost wholly undeserved. 
But not to make general professions of gratitude and 
thankfulness which, it cannot be denied, are nothing 
else but a wasting of good words, I have judged it 
proper to show my dutiful sense of the public appro- 
bation in the way appearing to me the best and the 
most substantial, and that is by zealously setting to 
work, and labouring, as far as in me lay, to remove 
the many defects of my former book, and to produce 
a new book, which, if not altogether worthy of the 
public patronage, might not be so unworthy of it as 
was the former. And having now done this to the 
best of my ability, I beg to lay the same before the 
public, not, as I assure you, without feelings of diffi- 
dence and distrust, qualified, however, I will say, by 
the recollections of their former kind and favourable 
judgment. There is only one other thing on which I 
would wish to insist in this my Preface, and that is — 
touching the style. For any defects on this head, I 
have only to repeat my former apology— a want of a 
finished education — a want which will not allow me 
to aim at those more tasteful elegancies and gram- 
matical peculiarities which the public do look, and 
are entitled to look for, in books put forth by learned 
men. For my own part, I am a plain rude writer, 
and seek nothing more than to set down what I 
have to say in a good homely style, considering this 
much better than to ape fashions and forms which 
would not become me. Having said this much, I 



shall no longer detain the reader, but allow him to 
proceed to the body of my work. 

To this preface (restored, as we shall see) the 
date, "Aberdeen, 1829," was given. It would 
be interesting to know how or by whom this 
blunder was made — for blunder it assuredly is. 

The earliest copy of the '* Deeside Guide " I 
have seen is one m the Aberdeen University 
Library. It is a little book of 77 pages ; it is 
titled "The New Deeside Guide. By James 
Brown, author of * The Guide to the Deeside 
Highlands'"; and it is undated. It contains 
the preface just cjuoted, without, however, any 
date attached to it. But at the foot of the title- 
page " 1832" has been written, and as the copy 
belonged to the late Mr. Alexander Cruickshank, 
LL.D., this date was probably inscribed by him, 
and may be taken, therefore, as correctly in- 
dicating the date of publication. 

That 1832 is the date of the first edition of 
the "Deeside Guide" is otherwise established. 
The preface refers to the publication of the 
"Guide to the Deeside Highlands" last year. 
Now, that book was published in 1831. There 
is a copy of it in the Aberdeen Public Library — 
' A Guide to the Highlands of Deeside. With 
a Map. By James Brown. 1831." It also is 
a very small book — 32 pages only ; and it con- 
tains the following preface : — 

The author of this humble work having been for 
some time employed in driving a car between Balla- 
ter and Braemar, necessarily acquired a considerable 
knowledge of the localities of the road and the 
objects most likely to attract a traveller's attention. 
He was induced to commit the information of which 
he became possessed to the press, at the request of 
several friends, and from believing that it would be 
acceptable to the public. He has endeavoured to 
be as concise as possible, and to state only such 
facts as appear necessary to the traveller and add 
interest to the scenery ; the impressions likely to 
be produced by the objects pointed out, he has 
not attempted to describe; and for this, and any 
defects of style, he hopes his want of education will 
be taken as a sufficient apology. He will feel 
thankful for any additional information which may 
be useful in a second edition ; or, for the notice of 
any omissions he may have inadvertently fallen into. 
Ballater, ist May, 1831. 

We may, if we choose, regard the "New 
Deeside Guide" as the contemplated "second 
edition" of the "Guide to the Highlands of 
Deeside," although it is an entirely different 
work ; but, at any rate, seeing that the former 
is declared to be by the author of the latter, it 
is evident that the " New Guide " did not pre- 
cede the "Guide" in date. The 1829 of the 
reproduced preface must therefore be discarded 
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as inaccurate ; and, as has been said, 1832 may 
reasonably be assumed to be the date of the 
first edition of the " Deeside Guide/* 

And here, perhaps, we may interpolate some- 
thing about the real author of both works, who 
was not "James Brown'' at all, but Joseph 
Robertson, LL.D. Brown, the nominal author, 
was "a well-known Deeside whip, whose col- 
loquial peculiarities Robertson humorously and 
successfully imitated in much racier style than 
the original." Robertson, as is well known, 
edited the volumes of the old Spalding Club 
which deal with the "Antiquities of the Shires 
of Aberdeen and Banff," and to the index volume 
Professor Grub contributed a biographical 
notice of the editor, from which the following 
passage may be extracted : — 

Robertson's papers on Deeside [in the Aberdeen 
Magazine] mark an intimate acquaintance with the 
topography and scenery of the Aberdeenshire High- 
lands that could only have been acquired in those 
long pedestrian journeys for which he was remark- 
able in his early days, and which he retained a liking 
for to the very last. In 183 1, Mr. Lewis Smith pub- 
lished a " Guide to the Highlands of Deeside, by 
James Brown." The work is noticed in Robertson^s 
article on Deeside in the A berdeen Magazine of June, 
183 1, and a ludicrous comparison is made between 
its merits and those of a Tour on the Banks of the 
Dee" by Alexander Laing, which thus concludes: — 
Honesty compels us to recommend Mr. Brown*s 
little book as the best ; it is much more intelligible, 
more comprehensive, more amusing, and more use- 
ful. Mr. Laing's volumes are not by any means to 
be sneezed at, but neither are they at all comparable 
to Mr. Brown's. If the reader chooses, of course he 
may buy both ; but if he be to purchase one only, 
let him pay his shilling for a copy of the * Guide to 
the Deeside Highlands,' which we pronounce to be 
the model of a guide-book." This praise was well 
deserved, though Robertson, like a greater Scotsman 
on one occasion, was here reviewing his own work. 
The nominal author was at that time the driver of a 
car on Deeside, and afterwards was keeper of the 
Greyfiriars Churchyard, Edinburgh. I understand 
that subsequently to Robertson's decease he claimed 
the work as his own. The true state of matters is 
explained by Mr. Smith in his preface to the edition 
of 1868. 

It may be noted here that no distinction is 
drawn between the "Guide to the Highlands of 
Deeside" and the "New Deeside Guide"; and, 
similarly, mention only of the former is made in 
the "biographical note" relating to Robertson 
appended to the " Selections from the Aberdeen 
Magazine^ published in 1878, which, by the 
way, contains Robertson's article on Deeside. 
Mr. Lewis Smith's explanation was in the 
following terms :— 

Since the last edition of ** The Deeside Guide " 



went to press, the reputed Author, Jambs Brown, 
has passed away, and the Publisher feels that, now 
when he alone is left to tell the tale, it may be in- 
teresting to know who actually were engaged in 
getting up this little work. Brown was the infor- 
mant of the real Author, the late Joseph Robert- 
son, of the Register House, Edinburgh— who, in his 
early days, amused himself writing ** The Guide ** 
in the q^uaint manner of Brown — the greater part 
of it bemg written in the schoolmaster's house at 
Ballater. Robertson was an enthusiastic admirer 
of Deeside scenery, and also wrote articles on the 
subject for the A berdeen Magazine, to which he was 
a large contributor. Brown was for many years 
keeper of the Greyfriars Churchyard, Edinburgh, and 
just before his death published a collection of the 
Epitaphs and Monumental Inscriptions in it, illus- 
trated with Lithographs. " The Guide " was also 
indebted to the late John Ferres, Advocate, for the 
Letters from Panninich," first published in the 
Aberdeen Censor; and to the late William Duncan, 
Treasurer of Police, and formerly Editor of the 
Aberdeen Observer, for the " Baron of PetfoddiU." 
The Map was first constructed and printed by the 
late Robert Taylor, of the Deaf and Dumb In- 
stitution, who first practised the art of Lithography 
in Aberdeen. *' The Guide " was first put in print 
by the late John Davidson, of the Aberdeen Observer, 
It was pronounced "A Model of Guide Books" by 
no less an authority than Charles Knight ; and it 
is not too much to say that no work of the kind has 
been more successful. 

This seems conclusive as to the real author- 
ship. But what are we to make of the following, 
which appeared in the "Notes of the Day" 
column of the Evening Gazette^ 19th July, 
1893?- 

As everybody knows, the '* Deeside Guide " pro- 
fesses to be "by James Brown," and in almost every- 
body's belief James Brown *s claim to the authorship 
of the quaintly amusing little book was either wholly 
or almost wholly mythical, the real author being Dr. 
Joseph Robertson. The exact facts of the case I 
believe to be that Dr. Robertson, who in the old 
stage- coaching days was an ardent lover of Deeside 
and a frequenter of its more attractive spots, includ- 
ing the Wells of Pananich, as a matter of course 
made the acquaintance of James Brown, then the 
coach-driver. James, being more or less of a charac- 
ter, was not without his literary ambitions, and Dr. 
Robertson helped him out with one of them to 
excellent purpose, not so much by using his pen 
independently in writing the *' Guide," at which 
James aimed, as by helping him to preserve and 
present his ideas therein, sufliused with a flavour of 
quaint but very genuine humour unsuspected by the 
author, and of which he was doubtless wholly 
incapable. 

The Bookie was James Brown's, however, in the 
very substantial sense that when brought out by the 
late Mr. Lewis Smith, he was paid for his work in 
the production of the " Guide, which, since it first 
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appeared half-a-century ago, has had various addi- 
tions made to the text, and has undergone various 
revisions. 

Such statements as these could hardly have 
been made at random ; and, as they either 
emanated directly from the late Dr. William 
Alexander or presumably received his sanction 
in publication, they possess a certain degree 
of authority. Yet how to reconcile them with 
Mr. Lewis Smith's positive declaration to the 
contrary } 

To return to our bibliographical notes The 
"Guide to the Highlands of Deeside" (1831) is 
a curious production. It bluntly announces that 
"the Highlands of the Dee are separated from 
the Lowlands by a small rivulet, hence called 
the MaFch-Bum." Presumably this is some- 
where in the neighbourhood of Dinner, for the 
description begins : — " r. Mill of Dinnat, where 
the stage-coaches generally stop, is about thirty- 
five miles from Aberdeen." There is a succes- 
sion of succinct paragraphs of this nature, all 
numbered — 88 of them in all. Some of the 
proper names are strangely spelt, for instance — 
"The Burn of Phat" (Vat), "Cammus o' May," 
"Micrass," " Caimawheen,'' "Ballach Bowie"; 
and we are informed that Garchary " flows from 
a small lake on the top of a hill, called Loch-na- 
Sirtag." There are many versions of "The 
Standard on the Braes o' Mar," but this one is 
a little singular: — 

The standard on the braes of Mar 

Is up and fluttering rarely — 

The pibroch shrills round Lochnagar, 

Their slogans echo clearly. 

The Highlandmen, frae hill and glen, 

In martial hue, wi' bonnets blue, 

Wi' belted plaid and burnished blades, 

Are coming late and early. 

It is noticeable that the "Guide" contains "The 
Barrone of Brackley," "The Birks o' Aber- 
gcldie," and " Lochnagjar." 

The first edition of the "Deeside Guide" (1832) 
is much on the lines of subsequent and better 
known editions, the description beginning at 
Aberdeen. 1 1 contains two maps, one inscribed — 
"Road from Aberdeen to Mill of Dinnet," the 
other, " Road from Mill of Dinnet to Linn of 
Dee." 

The second edition— so described — was pub- 
lished in 1835 • there is a copy in the University 
Library. It is noticeable for the omission of 
the preface quoted above. 

According to Mr. A. W. Robertson's " Hand- 
list of Bibliography," an edition was published 
in 1842. 

The Public Library possesses editions dated 
1843, 1846, 1848, 1859, i860, 1862, and 1877. 



In the 1843 edition there is a single map, "The 
River Dee from its Source to the Ocean," which 
is reproduced on a more elaborate scale in the 
1846 edition. "The History of the Baron of 
Petfoddils" (an addendum) and "The Letters 
from Ballater" appear first in the 1859 edition, 
which is extended to 117 pages, "With Copious 
Notes and Addditions " being added to the title* 
The i860 edition has thirteen engravings. The 
engravings disappear in the 1862 edition, with 
the exception of Balmoral Castle, which becomes 
the frontispiece, the map being now placed at 
the end of the book. 

The University Library (in addition to those 
already specified) possesses editions dated 1866, 
1869, and 1876. The 1866 edition contains the 
original preface restored, with the mysterious 
date, 1829, appended to it. In the 1869 edition 
appears Mr. Lewis Smith's statement as to the 
authorship, under the heading, "In Memoriam." 

How many other editions there were, or how 
many (if any) after 1876, I cannot say, but 
Robertson's work was practically supplanted 
in 1885 by the publication by Messrs. Lewis 
Smith & Son, the owners of the copyright, of 
" The Deeside Guide : Descriptive and Tradi- 
tionary. With Illustrations and Tourist Map, 
reduced from Ordnance Survey." It professed 
to be an entirely new work, and there was 
certainly a large quantity of new matter in it, 
but it was substantially based upon the old work. 
The adapter was understood to be Mr. James 
Cromar, then schoolmaster at Finzean, and 
much of the new matter dealt with the district 
of Deeside with which he was most familiar — 
Aboyne, Glentana, Finzean, Birse, and the 
neighbourhood ; while he introduced "A Lay of 
the Feugh," written by himself. The adaptation 
evoked from the late Dr. William Alexander 
the criticism :— "While the adapter has done 
his work, on the whole, skilfully and well, it yet 
reminds me a little of pouring new wine into old 
bottles. The mixture of Joseph Robertson and 
'J. C.' is occasionally somewhat incongruous." 
The illustrations (six in number) were from 
photographs by Valentine & Sons— reproduc- 
tions in a cheap edition, the photographs them- 
selves in a cloth edition, with an additional one 
of Glen Tana thrown in. A new edition of this 
work — revised and brought up to date — was 
published in 1893, the illustrations (raised to a 
dozen) being from photographs by Messrs. 
G. W. Wilson & Co. 

Then, in 1895, "Deeside Guide" dis- 
appeared, being incorporated in the second edi- 
tion of "Deeside," by Alex. Inkson McConnochie, 
the first edition of which was published in 1893. 

Robert Anderson. 
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Sir David Murray of Gorthy.— The 
date of the decease of this elegant poet, author 
of " Sophonisba," " Celia : a Series of Sonnets," 
etc., is not recorded by his editors, Drs. Laing 
and Irving. It will be found in a book seldom 
read, Row's " Historie of the Kirk of Scotland, 
1588-1639" (Wodrow Society publication of 
1842), p. 254:— "Sir David Moray of Gorthie 
was ane courtier, and died in 1629." He was of 
the Abercairney branch, who usually spell the 
name " Moray," and Anderson, in his " Scottish 
Nation," spells it so. Sir David was attached 
to the household of Prince Henry, and intimate 
with Aytoun, Drayton, and Drummond of Haw- 
thomden ; but after the death of the prince and 
King James VI. in 1625, and thoroughly sated 
of the duplicity and insincerity of court life, he 
retired to his ancestral estate in Perthshire, 
where he died. Alba. 

Melbourne, Australia. 

4, 

Jr42. Provost Brown of Aberdeen and the 
inburgh Weekly Journal. — It is stated that Pro- 
vost Brown of Aberdeen made an offer for the Edin- 
burgh Weekly Journal when it was in the market 
about the beginning of the nineteenth century, but 
that he did not succeed in securing it. I find that 
one of the Journal imprints (1807-12) bears the 
name of William Brown as pact proprietor. Was 
this the Provost ? Any information about his offer 
would be acceptable. W. J. C. 

[This may be readily answered in the negative, since 
the Christian name of Provost Brown of Aberdeen 
was Alexander. He was the enterprising founder 
of the now century-old bookselling business of 
Ay Brown & Company, and father of the late 
Principal David Brown. Mr. George Walker's 
charming '* Aberdeen Awa'" should be consulted. 
The "statement" in the query requires confirma- 
tion. — Ed.] 

* 

Bnswers. 

626. AcHNACH (2nd S., VII., 46, 95, 127, 156). — 
Most likely E prefixed to Achnach is intended to 
represent the sound of V, which is frequently and in 
different languages prefixed to initial vowels to 
facilitate the pronunciation, as in the Ayrshire words 
yae, yin, yill, for ae, ane, ale; and Aberdeenshire 
yaxe, yaik, yirl, for axe, aik, earl. In English there 
is York from Eboracum ; and in Gaelic ceann is pro- 
nounced cyeann, and we have Auldyock for alltioch 
or allteoch, a burn howe. As a minced oath God 
becomes Gyad. The * in Eachinach stands for the 
second a in achadh, a field. 

John Milne, LL.D. 



663. Rev. Robert McPherson (2nd S.,VII., 93, 
109, 141). — On going more closely into the genealogy 
of the Macphersons of Benchar, I find reason to 
doubt the correctness of the pedigree mentioned in 
my note on p. 141, and I must apologise to "B.," 
who made the original enquiry, for having quoted it 
before I had verified it. It was framed by one of 
the family, and was not thought likely to be incorrect 
in regard to a person of such comparatively recent 
date as the Rev. Robert. 

I find that the Rev. Robert was certainly not 
eldest son of Andrew Macpherson of Benchar and 
Isobel Macpherson, and probably not their son at 
all. On ist June, 1789, Captain John Macpherson 
of Benchar is served heir male and of line general 
to his father, Andrew of Benchar, and on 19th 
December, 1791, Lieut. Evan Macpherson is served 
heir general to his brother, Captain John. A third 
brother, Robert, lieutenant in the East India Com- 
pany's service, is in turn served heir to Evan on 2nd 
June, 1802. It is not impossible that the Rev. 
Robert may have exchanged the minister's gown 
for the subaltern's uniform in his old age, although 
such a change is hardly likely to have taken place ; 
but if the statement in Macpherson*s "Church and 
Social Life" (p. 335) that he died at Perth in 1791 
is correct, it is evident that he could not have been 
served heir to anyone in 1802, that he could not have 
been the same person as Lieut. Robert, who was so 
served in that year, and, therefore, that he could not 
have been a son of Andrew Macpherson of Benchar. 
Having regard to the fact that he was old enough to 
be ordained a minister in 1757, it is more likely that 
he was Andrew's brother. 

"Parson Robert," as he was familiarly styled, 
was a well-known character in Badenoch in his day, 
and is usually represented as belonging to the Ben- 
char family. I hope to have an opportunity ere 
long of consulting the Kingussie Parish Register, 
which commences in 1724, and might record his 
baptism; meanwhile, perhaps some Perth corres- 
pondent may be able to say whether there is a 
tombstone to him in that city, and if so, whether it 
records his age at death. 

The records of the East India Company, preserved 
in the India Office, would no doubt give particulars 
of the age of Lieut. Robert Macpherson on obtain- 
ing his commission. General Stewart of Garth, in 
his "Sketches" (II., 67), speaks highly of the Rev. 
Robert Macpherson's character and services as 
chaplain to the old 78th Regiment, or "Fra8er*8 
Highlanders," when in America. A M. M. 

664. Gordons as Shipmasters (2nd S., VII., 
93). — Thomas Gordon, who was master of the ship 
"Margaret "of Aberdeen in 1693, may have been 
the Thomas Gordon who commanded the good ship 
" Bon- Accord," an eighth part of which (;f975 Scots) 
belonged to Sir Adam Gordon of DalphoUy, who 
died in September, 1700. J. M. B. 

722. Barclay of Urv (2nd S., VII., 172).— An 
article on " Captain Barclay and his Feats," which 
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appeared in the Free Press on 29th December, 1891. 
may prove serviceable. R. A. 



To the best of my belief, no biography of Robert 
Barclay- AUardice, better known as Captain Barclay, 
has ever been published. A good account of him is 1 
supplied in the " Dictionary of National Biography," 
I., 298 (under " Allardyce"); while the sources 
therein cited may also, with advantage, be referred 
to: — Thom*s ** Pedestrianism," 1813; Gentleman's 
MagaMtne (new series), Vol. XIII.; and Nicolas* 
" History of the Earldoms of Strathern, Menteith, 
and Airth," London, 1842. More concise accounts 
are furnished in Anderson^s " Scottish Nation," I., 
24E ; in Rogers' "Monuments and Monumental In- 
scriptions in Scotland," 1 1., 283 -4; and in "Chambers's 
Biographical Dictionary," edited by Patrick and 
Groome. W. 

7?3. "The Silver Eel" (2nd S., VIL, 172).— 
I remember seeing a written copy of this poem twenty 
years ago. There was little merit in it. The 
beginning was: — 

" Ae day I went a-fishin', 

An* a lassie carried the creel, 
An* the first fish I hookit 

Was a bonnie silver eel ; 
Weel dune, laddie, she cried, 

Ne*er pit yersel' aboot, 
ril kilt my coaties ower my heid 

An* quickly tak* it oot** 

The next verses described how the girl fell in the 
stream, and was bravely rescued by the youth and 
brought safely to bank. These exciting events 
upset arrangements a little, and their affectionate 
impulses got the better of their self-restraint. It was 
another case of Burns* lads and lassies getting home 
from the great preachings at Sacrament times. 
Angling operations seem to have been resumed in 
the latter verses, where the girl speaks, and another 
eel was creeled, which apparently resented confine- 
ment. I can only recollect the last two lines : — 

** For it*s knockit oot its brains 
On the bottom o* my creel.** 

T. H. S. 

I fail to find any trace of a ballad entitled " The 
Silver Eel ** in any collection I have glanced over. 
Will Mr. Anderson pardon me for suggesting that 
the song called by that name was not a ballad at all ? 
The reference in Neil Maclean's book seems rather 
to indicate some ditty, neither remarkable for refine- 
ment nor irreproachable as to morals, sung at 
students' supper or drinking parties after the fun had 
become fast and furious. W. S. 

728. "Nairn: A Poem" (2nd S., VIL, 173)- — 
The poem entitled " Nairn,** in the Maidment sale 
catalogue, formed part of a collection of " Scottish 
Poems," of which "The Artless Muse" and "Gloam- 
ing Amusements " were also specified by name— the 



whole being bound up in one volume. The lot was 
knocked down for 30s., the purchaser, I understand, 
being Mr. Richard Cameron, bookseller, Edinburgh. 
Perhaps, if communicated with, Mr. Cameron might 
be willing to throw light on the nature of the poem. 

S. 

729. "Nancy Stone" (2nd S., VIL, 173).— 
Elmor M. Lane is doubtless Elinor Macartney Lane, 
an American writer, authoress of "The Mills of 
God," a historical novel, published about five years 
ago, dealing with Virginia and England about 1795. 
But what is the story of "Nancy Stone"? Is 
" Nancy Stone " a misprint for " Nancy Stair"? 

Anxious Inquirer. 

730. Mariota Dunbar (2nd S., VIL, 173).— 
This lady is styled in peerage books sometimes 
Mariota or Mariot, and sometimes Marian Dunbar, 
wife of David Falconer of Halkerton. In "The 
Scots Compendium," London, 1764, the following 
statement is made concerning her: — "In 1511 
George Falconer was succeeded by his son, John, 
who married Marian, a daughter of the family of 
Dunbar; by her he had Alexander, his heir, who 
married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Archibald 
Douglas, and had four sons, of whom Alexander 
succeeded." This statement is not corroborated by 
other accounts, does not add to one's knowledge of 
Mariota Dunbar, and is, I suspect, quite incorrect. 

W. 

731. Elspet Beaton (2nd S., VIL, 173).— 
Cardinal Beaton was a younger son of the family of 
Beaton of Balfour, his elder brother being head of 
the house. I am inclined to believe that Uie father 
of Elspet Beaton was the cardinal's nephew, not his 
elder brother. W. 

732. Subject Superiors Wanted (2nd S., 
VIL, 173).— The Duke of Gordon was superior of 
Leitcheston. J. M. B. 

738. Alexander (2nd S., VIL, 174). —There was 
a wealthy burgess family named Alexander in Aber- 
deen in the early years of the seventeenth century. 
To this family Lady Mount Alexander may have 
been related. The title. Earl of Mount Alexander, 
became extinct, I believe, in 1758. Some old peer- 
age book previous to that date might have something 
to say about the lady's ancestry. Does not " Burke's 
Extinct Peerages " deal with it ? General Munro, 
I suppose, was the cousm of the " Black Baron " of 
Fowlis. Some family history of the Munros might 
therefore be of service. As far as I have seen, there 
was no connection between the Gordons and the 
Aberdeen Alexanders. W. 

739. The Grahams of Bogwhapple (2nd S., 
VIL, 174).— In the "Edinburgh Register of Testa- 
ments, 1601-1800," mention is made of a Colonel 
William Graham of Bauchwhapple, "indweller in 
the City-dale of Leith," whose will bears date 22nd 
September, 1736. Perhaps the best book to consult 
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for information respecting the Graham family in 
all its branches is a work recently issued by Mr. 
William Brown, Edinburgh, entitled, *'0r and Sable: 
a Book of the Graemes and Grahams. By Louisa 
S. Graeme"; Edinburgh, 1903. W. 

740. How TO Trace a Family (2nd S., VII., 
174).— On the subject generally, "Borderer" may 
perhaps find some help in Rye*s " Records and 
Record Searching," Norwich, 1888, price 6s., or in 
Phillimore's **How to Write the History of a Family," 
London, 1888, price 4s. 6d. An article in the London 
Magazine for March, 1906, p. 163, entitled, "Pedigree 
Hunting for Pleasure and Profit," might also supply 
some useful hints. An application at the Register 
House, Edinburgh, would in any case be indis- 
pensable. W. 

741. "Michaelmas Mare" (2nd S.,Vn., 174).— 
The phrase, " Michaelmas Mare," is not one with 
which I am familiar — indeed, I do not. remember 
ever to have heard it before ; but with the foolhardi- 
ness which sometimes induces "men to rush in 
where angels fear to tread," and at the risk of plung- 
ing my friend W. B. R. W. into agonies of scorn^l 
laughter, I make bold to venture a shot at the 
meaning of it. Michaelmas day, the 29th of Septem- 
ber, used to be, I believe, the day on which magis- 
trates were elected over a considerable portion of 
the United Kingdom, owing to some fancied connec- 
tion between the protection afforded by Michael, 
chief of the archangels, and that assured by a local 
magistrate presiding over the affairs of his fellow- 
townsmen. "Mare" I take to be equivalent to 
"female," as in the saying, "The grey mare's the 
better horse." Hence, "Michaelmas mare" will 
mean a magistrate whose fellow-citizens, by not 
re-electing him to office, "have made a woman of 
him" — relegating him to the obscurity of private 
Hie, or sending him back to the inglorious sphere of 
domestic duty. W. S. 

* 

Xitetature. 

The Rymour Club, Edinburgh. No. i, March, 
1906. [xvi. + 20 pp., 4to.] Printed by Neill 
and Co., Ltd., Edinburgh. 

The object of this newly-inaugurated club, the 
first part of whose transactions lies before us, is 
"for the collecting, with a view to the preserva- 
tion and study, and eventually the editing and 
printing, of ballads, lyrics, and other rhymed 
material, and of ballad and other tunes, un- 
printed, or of rarity and in danger of being lost, 
more particularly such as illustrate Scottish 
dialect, character, manners, and music in former 
days." Already the club have enlisted the sym- 
pathy of several well-known gentlemen interested 
therein, and their results will be awaited with 



interest. We are sure readers of Scottish Notes 
and Queries will be glad to learn of this club's 
existence, for there is a wide field for those who 
wish to pursue their favourite cult. It may be 
noted that Mr. Gavin Greig, who has engaged 
upon a similar work in collaboration with the Rev. 
J. B. Duncan, Lynturk, Alford, for the New 
Spalding Club, has contributed an article in its 
pages on "Northern Rustic or Bothy Songs.* 
The motto of the club is : " Gader ye the Relefis 
thatt ar left, that thai perische nocht"— taken 
from " Purve/s Revision of Wycliflfe's Version 
of the New Testament, turned into Scots by 
Murdoch Nisbet, circa 1520," recently issued by 
the Scottish Text Society. The printing and 
get-up of these proceedings is excellent, and we 
may mention that only two hundred and fifty 
copies are printed, for members of the club. Mr. 
Alan Reid, F.S.A. Scot, The Loaning, Merchis- 
ton Bank Gardens, Edinburgh, is secretary. 

* 

Scots SoofiB Of tbe /l)ontb. 



Barron, Evan M. Inverness in the Fifteenth 
Century. 8vo. 130 pp. Net, 28. 

Carruthers, Inverness. 

Cannon, James P. Recollections of Whitham. 
6 Illustrations. Crown 8vo. Net, 2s. 

J. Maxwell & Son, Dumfries. 

iVIauj:han, Wm. Charles. Picturesque Mussel- 
burgh and its Golf Links. Illustrated. Small 8vo. 
Net, 18. 6d. Gardner, Paisley. 

McKay, William D. The Scottish School of 
Painting. 50 Illustrations. Pott 4to. Net, 7s. 6d. 

Duckworth & Co. 

M'Kerlie, P. H. The History of Lands and their 
Owners in Galloway. 2 vols. Net, 25s. 

Gardner, Paisley. 

Smith, Alexander. A Summer in Skye. Por- 
trait. Svo. Net, 28. and 38. 

Nimmo, Hay, & MitchelL 
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ABERDEEN, JULY, igo6. 



A FORBES LETTER. 
The following letter, unsigned, is preserved 
with the Tammore Papers, which the writer is 
engaged in transcribing with a view to publica- 
tion. It is of considerable local interest, and 
some reader may be able to mdicate by which 
member of the Forbes family it was written. It 
was undoubtedly addressed to Robert Grant, 
Tammore, factor for Grant of Ballindalloch : — 

D' Sir 

I had a letter from your Son Saturdays Night 
last he his Verie weell and writs me he hade received 
the Monie you Dessired to send him we have been 
this eight days past in g^eat Confution with a Partie 
in our Countrie seeking Men ther was 30 of them 



Quartered on our People for the Most of the Last 
week but beeing acquant with the Captain and the 
most of them Skellators men I got them set of with- 
out doeing us any more harm they burnt a Big Corn 
Stack in Glendys intrest and Set fire to two Hosses 
and has Carried of 15 men from Kindy side they 
have been havie on Alerg and Mr Stuarts Land has 
Burnt Corn and Housses and Caried of Men from 
them ther is a Garison set up at Curgarph and Above 
a hunder Horse with Arms and Amonition com from 
Strathbogie to it. God Almightie Send relife to the 
Cuntrie for if it Dont com soon they will ruin ous 
all ther is an Other partie expected from Alford Verie 
Soon and we hear they ar doeing great Mischief 
ther Robie Forbes was unluckallie Caried of from 
Edn with the Heighland Armie we can get no 
acounts of him Since the Army cam North only we 
heard from Aberdeen yt ther was a troop of Pitsltgos 
horse taken prissoners at the retrate of Stirling and 
yt he was amongst them but of this we are not 
certain his father his Vastlie unessie about him I 
get no letters from my frind I want to kno what 
Acounts Mrs Grant Bendaloch has'we are told the 
Heighland Regement is with the Duke of Cumber- 
land I beg you writ Me if you kno if they are with 
him ore if the Royall [siV] be with him make my 
Compliments to Mrs Grant in hast I am D' Sir 
Yours &c 

[No signature.] 
[Endorsed in Tammore's handwriting — ] 

Mister Forbes Letter without date 1746. 

The omission to sign the letter was probably 
intentional, having re-ard to the state of affairs 
in the district, and the approximate date of the 
letter can be easily guessed. H. D. McW. 



Foxes Eating Fruit.— In Scotland foxes 
have not the opportimity of eating grapes, as we 
know from the Song of Solomon they did in 
Palestine, and, as a well-known fable shows, 
they did in the south of Europe in ancient 
times. In Scotland, however, foxes are fond of 
blaeberries, and eat them so freely that the 
colour of their dung is affected by them. Dogs 
also show a liking for blaebernes, and crows 
and curlews eat them in large quantities. In 
the Arctic regions the white bear eats berries 
and the fruits of bushes. 

John Milne, LL.D. 
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MACPHERSON LETTERS.— II. 
(2fii S., Vll,, 167,) 

He must be prejudiced, indeed, who can 
peruse without some degree of emotion a letter 
penned by so renowned a chieftain as the gallant 
but unfortunate Macpherson of Cluny, actor in 
the '45, and without reflecting on the extra- 
ordinary services rendered by him and his clan 
to the house of Stuart, and on his and their 
adventures and sufferings subsequent to the 
conflict at Culloden, but in whiqh the Macpher- 
sons and other Jacobite clans, unfortunately for 
the cause of Pnnce Charles, were not destined 
to take part How happily inspired were the 
following lines, and how meet the tribute which 
is paid to Cluny : — 

In the land of the Macphersons, 
Where the Spey's wide waters flow, 

In the land where Royal Charlie 
Knew his best friend in his woe. 

As there are presumably but few relics of the 
famous chief in existence, I append copy of a 
letter addressed by him to Robert Grant of 
Tammore, Inveravon, the original of which is 
preserved in the British Museum. No doubt 
the subject matter of the letter is commonplace 
enough, being merely illustrative of the fact that 
Cluny, like his kinsman of Invereshie, was in 
the habit of deriving supplies of meal from the 
lower districts of Strathspey, in this instance 
from Elchies in Knockando (probably Easter 
Elchies, then the property of Patrick Grant, 
Lord Elchies, a staunch Hanoverian, and for 
whom Tammore acted as factor, as well as for 
Grant of Ballindalloch). The insinuation con- 
tained in Cluny 's letter as to the methods of the 
Elchies people may perhaps be open to doubt. 
It is a fairly "far cry" from Elchies to Badenoch, 
and who can say what "accidents'* may have 
befallen Clun/s people by the way? Perhaps 
he did not send to Tammore the order which a 
worthy member of the Clan Grant discreetly 
gave on a similar occasion : " Seall the Sacks 
with the Mean:' 

The chief point of interest connected with 
the letter is perhaps its date, since it was in 
the month of August, 1745, Cluny was 

" captured " by the Prince, and the mention at 
the close of the letter of his being " on haste " 
may not improbably refer to some matter con- 
nected with the impending rising. Prince Charles 
having on the 6th of August, the actual date of 
Cluny's letter, despatched letters to all the 
friendly chiefs, informing them of his resolution 
to erect his standard at Glenfinnan on the I9ih 



of that month, and desiring them to meet him 
there on that date (Chambers's "History"). The 
letter runs : — 
D' Sir 

I'm sorry to find by All that have brought 
home of the Elchiss meall that the measure does not 
at all hold out; it makes not a grain more y** 13 
pecks and ane half soe y^ its not possible they get 
the nine stone. I beg you cause advert to thos 
peoples giving the nine stone honestly at this time. 
The meall indeed is allowed by all to be excellent, 
and pray write to M" Grant on this head. I am on 
haste but Sincerely 

D' Sir 
your most ob* Serv* 

Ev: McPherson 

Cluny 6**» Aug* 1745 

The following is taken from Tammore's copy 
of a letter addressed by him to Cluny a few days 
prior to the date of the above letter, and contains 
references to members of the Macpherson clan, 
which may be of interest to some readers : — 

Sir 

The Bearer John McPherson in Presmuchrach 
came here yesterday for fifteen bolls meall and 
Brought me your order to give Malcome McPherson 
in Crubinmore seventy bolls And tho the order wants 
a date and the Letter from Malcom McPherson is 
unsubscrivd I have given this bearer the fifteen 
bolls meall at nine stone to the boll agreable to our 
Bargain and I have given Robert McPherson in 
Riven on your oyi precept of the 13*'* JuHy three 
bolls so that you want no more than two bolls of 
the Contents of this precept sent me by the bearer 
that is to say the twenty bolls deliverd to Crathy 
Croy on your first precept the fifteen to this man 
and the three bolls to Robert McPherson makes in 
haill thirty eight bolls and Jo Proctor answerd my 
precept for ten bolls which was deliverd to a son of 
ffinlay McPherson's Broyr to Invernahaven so you 
have two of the precepts I sent you that are not yet 
come to my hand one for fourty bolls on Mrs Grant 
of Achterblair at Carron and the oyr for ten on Jo 
Proctor which will be duly answerd when they come 
to hand But youl observe that as there is three bolls 
already given to Robert McPherson in Riven on 
your precept of the 13^ JuUy that the sd three bolls 
is to be keept out of Malcom McPhersons precept 
And that Malcom is to get no more than two bolls 
of the five he wants of this meall so you may order 
him to get three bolls of the fourty that Mrs Grant 
of Achterblair is to deliver because youl see that the 
two thats undeliverd here and that fourty with the 
ten that Jo Proctor is to deliver for your own use 
compleats the hundred bolls I sold you and for which 
I got your security I am with Esteem 
Sir 

Yor most humble sert 

[Rob: Grant.] 

Tomoir August ist 1745 

To Cap* Euen McPherson of Cluny 
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John Proctor mentioned in the above letter 
was probably identical with the notary of 
that name in Clayfurr (Easter Elchies) who 
drew up the will of Isobell McWilliam (daughter 
of William McWilliam in Wester Galdwall) in 
1744, and also prepared the marriage contract 
of her sister Elizabeth on her marriage in 1756 
with William Anderson in Aldawick. John is 
described at this time as *Mate in Clayfurr." 



! H. D. McW. 

I * 



named Robert Macfarlane, an enthusiastic ad- 
mirer of Ossian. He first published "Temora" 
in Latin verse in 1769. He was killed in 1804 
in one of those brutal outbursts at a contested 
election at Brentford peculiar to our Southron 
brethren. After his death, the Highland Society 
of London published in 1807 the whole of 
Ossian done into Latin verse by Macfarlane. 
It was this book that Father Rankin presented 
to the Melbourne Public Library. I went to 
consult it recently, but could not find it in its 
customary place, and, on referring to the manu- 
script catalogue, I perceived the detestable 
letters " S. R." attached to it, and, indeed, to all 
the books on the Ossian ic controversy — mean- 
ing that it had been removed to the "store 
room" below the building—for the benefit of rats 
and other vermin, I suppose — the shelves being 
now occupied with modem trash, which gives 
me " the cheek-ache " (using a Colonialism) to 
look at their fiashy exteriors but empty insides. 
Many of Burns' editions have been sent to the 
f same limbo, for what reason it is idle to con- 
jecture. As Neil Izzet sarcastically observes, 
"the only thing Scotch admitted by those rigid 
censors is our whisky ! " I may state that my 
1! surmise about Father Rankin dying in this 
i Colony is substantially correct, as the Scottish 
^ Catholic Directory for 1894, which I have re- 
cently perused, gives his death in Australia in 
) 1863. Alba. 

Melbourne, Australia. 



John Grant of Glengairn (2nd S., VII., 
127). — I thank Mr. G. Sim for his courtesy and 
assiduity in ascertaining the correct place and 
date of decease of Grant. I presumed that he 
went to Canada, not Australia, and would have 
written to that effect; and this simple fact shows 
to me the value and importance of Scottish 
Notes and Queries in determining such literary 
problems. Camden is about forty miles south- 
west of Sydney, and about 550 miles distant 
from Melbourne. I have been in the vicinity of 
Camden before now, and should I happen to be 
there again, the little township will have an 
added interest to me as the place where the 
author of the " Legends of the Braes o' Mar " 
terminated his mortal career. 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 



John Grant of Glengairn.— The follow- 
ing entry in the Register of the Scots College 
at Valladolid, which appears in the " Records of 
the Scots Colleges at Douai, Rome, Madrid, 
Valladolid, and Ratisbon," printed for the New 
Spalding Club, Aberdeen, relates to poor John 
Grant " of Glengairn," author of " Legends of 
the Braes of Mar," concerning whom several 
enquiries and answers have appeared from time 
to time in Scottish Notes and Queries:— 

1846. 2 Jul. Joannes Grant. Natus 4 Aprilis 
1830. Vallisoleti confirmatus est 24 Junii 1847, et 
8 Novembris sequentis abiit re infecta. Ad Col- 
legium Blairense admissus est, illud autem brevi 
reliquit j p 



Peter Agnew. — In the late P. R. Drum- 
mond's posthumous book, "Perthshire in By- 
gone Days'* (1879), specifies Peter Agnew as 
a man of all-round ability in their little circle- 
painter, poet, actor, musician, and conversa- 
tionalist, and regretted that he could not tell 
what became of him. Agnew came to Aberdeen 
and practised as an artist, but died prematurely 
on the 15th December, 1842, aged 52. His 
widow placed a humble stone in St. Nicholas 
Churchyard in memory of her spouse. Agnew 
is a south country name, derived from the 
French apieau (lamb), which in turn has been 
adopted from the Latin agnus, 

Melbourne, Australia, Alba. 



Ranald Rankin (2nd S., VII., 106).— In my 
note on this Gaelic scholar, an error crept into 
it which I am unwilling to acknowledge — namely, 
** Macpherson's Latin Translation of Ossian." 
Now, James Macpherson has enough notoriety 
without having this also thrust upon him ; 
besides, I do not think that he was capable of 
the task. The translator was a schoolmaster 
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NOTABLE MEN AND WOMEN OF 
ARC YLESH I RE. 

(Continued from 2nd S., Vol, VII., p, ISl.) 

436. Shaw, John : Lochnell's Bard. He is 
named James by Professor Blackie, who also 
says that he was born at Mull in 1758, and 
"seems to have been a worthless fellow, as, 
indeed, it happens with rhymers not seldom." 
Shaw lived at Ardchattan, partly supported by 
the kindness of General Campbell of Lochnell, 
whose family still dominate in that part. He 
died in 1828. 

437. Smith, Archibald, M.D. : Author. 
A native of Argyleshire, he resided in his native 
county, where he had an estate. He was the 
author of Peru as it is," 1839, a book called by 
the Athenceum^ ''an agreeable and judicious 
companion." He died in 1868. 

438. Smith, Donald, M.D.: Gaelic Scholar 
and Antiquary. He was a native of Croft 
Brackley, Glenurchy, and was born in 1756. 
He is referred to as having taken part in the 
controversy about Ossian's poems by Campbell 
of Islay in "Popular Tales of the West High- 
lands." He died in 1805. 

439. Smith, John, D.D. : Divine, and 
Gaelic Scholar and Antiquary. Born at Croft 
Brackley, Glenurchy, in 1747, he was licensed 
by the Presbytery of Kintyre in 1773, and or- 
dained by them as missionary at Tarbert. He 
was translated to Kilbrandon parish in 1777, 
and to Campbeltown in 1781 ; had D.D. from 
Edinburgh University in 1787, and died in 1827. 
He was distinguished as a successful preacher, 
a man of great information, and an able scholar 
and divine. He took a large part in translating 
the Bible into Gaelic. The Book of Isaiah 
has always been appreciated as superior and 
masterly translation, and it was mainly his work, 
though revised by another Gaelic scholar. He 
also revised and corrected a metrical version of 
the Psalms, which is generally used in the 
Southern Highlands, and esteemed for the sim- 
plicity and purity of its language, and the easy 
and harmonous flow of its versification. His 
published works are : — " GaeHc Antiquities," 
1780; "View of the Last Judgment," 1783; 
"Sean Dana li Ossian, Oran, Ulann,etc.," 1787; 
"Sailm Dhaibhidh, niaille ri Laoidhean o'n 
Scrioptur naomha, chum bhi air an seinnann 
an aora' Dhia Dun-Eideann," 1787; "Summary 
View and Explanation of the Writings of the 



Prophet," 1787 ; " Isaiah : Translation by Robert 
Lowth, D.D., with a Summary View and Ex- 
planation of the Same," 1791 ; "Affectionate 
Address to the Middling and Lower Classes of 
British Subjects on the Present Alarming Crisis," 
1798; "Life of St. Columba," 1798; "General 
View of the Agriculture of the County of Argyle,* 
1805 ; " Lecture on the Nature and End of the 
Sacred Office," 1808; "Account of the Parish 
of Campbeltown" ("Stat. Acc. of Scotland," 
Vol. X.). 

440. Stewart, Charles, D.D.: Divine, 
Poet, etc. A native of Appin, where he was born 
in 175 1, he was licensed by the Presbytery of 
Lorn in April, 1775, and ordained to the pastoral 
charge of the parish of Coll in 1776, but trans- 
lated to the parish of Strachur in I77g. He got 
new churches built at Sirachur in 1789, and at 
Strathlachlan, 1792. He was made a D.D. by 
St. Andrews University in 1804, and died 1826. 
He was a much esteemed parish minister. 

441. Stew.\rt, Catharine Maxwell : 
Minor Poet Born Achenodashenaig, Mull, 
about fifty years ago, she figures in "Modern 
Scottish Poets," edited by Mr. Edwards, of 
Brechin, and seems to have written some good 
occasional verse. 

442. Stuart, Sir John : Vice-Chancellor 
of England. Son of Dugald Stuart of Bala- 
clinsh, Appin, he was born in 1793, edu- 
cated at the High School and University of 
Edinburgh. Called to the bar at Lincoln's Inn 
in 1 8 19, he became Q.C. in 1839. He was 
chosen M.P. for Newark from January, 1846, 
till January, 1852, when he was returned for 
Bury St. Edmunds, a burgh for which he sat 
till his appointment the same year to the office 
of Vice-Chancellor. He was D.L. and J. P. for 
Ross-shire, and joint author of "Reports of 
Cases decided in the Court of Chancery by the 
Vice-Chancellor, Sir John Leach," and "Simon's 
and Stuart's Reports, 1823-6." He died in 1876. 

443. Stewart, Mary ; Centenarian. This 
remarkable instance of longevity was bom at 
Swordle, Ardnamurchan, in 1793, and died 
some years ago upwards of a hundred years old. 
Her ancestors for generations were farmers. 
Never much from home, she was well and widely 
known in the parish of her birth and the sur- 
rounding district. Her habits were character- 
istically plain and simple. Never seriously ill, 
she never used medicine during all her long life. 
Possessed of a fund of genial humour, she was 
always good company, and fond of a "crack"' 
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with her neighbours. Brimful of Highland 
folklore, and remembering many incidents long 
forgotten by the neighbourhood, she used to 
rehearse stories of the past with much fascina- 
tion and grace. Speaking nothing but Gaelic, 
which she employed with idiomatic purity, she 
was an authority on all local events that tran- 
spired during her lifetime. To the last her 
faculties were little impaired. Her memory lost 
little of its power, her hearing remained almost 
perfect, and her eyesight was so keen that, with 
glasses, she could thread a small needle. She 
never married. 

444. Stewart, Christina Brooke : Au- 
thoress. A native of Argyleshire, she published 
"Grace Darling," "The Loiterer in Argyleshire" 
(1845), other works. 

445. Stewart, Major General Robert 
Crosse, C.B. Bom in Appin, 1825, and edu- 
cated privately, he was recpm mended for a 
commission without purchase by the Duke of 
Wellington out of regard for his father's services 
in the Peninsular War. Most of his military 
life was spent in India, and in 1857 he was 
appointed interpreter to the 7th Hussars at 
Calcutta. He was present at the capture of 
Meangunge, and also at Lucknow in 1858, where 
he was severely wounded. Made Adjutant- 
General in the Madras Army, he represented 
that arm of the service at the Delhi celebrations 
in 1877. As Governor of Netley Hospital, he 
received the Queen in 1879. He entered the 
Army in 1842 ; became Captain, 1855 ; Major, 
1858 ; Lieut-Colonel, 1869 ; Colonel, 1874, and 
Major General (retd.), 1884, He received his 
C.B. in 1881. 

446. Thomson, Cecil McNeill, Mrs. 
Sword : Minor Poet. Born at Ardleis<i, she is 
mentioned by Edwards in his *' Modern Scottish 
Poets" (Vol. IV.), and specimens of her verse 
are given. She seems to have been a fairly 
prolific versifier, and was alive in 1880. 

447. Turner, Lieut.-General Charles: 
Governor of Sierra Leone. The son of a tenant 
of the farm of Drumlie, in Glenshern, Inverary, 
and born there, through the influence of the 
Duke of Argyle he got a commission in the 
Army. During the rebellion in Ireland in the 
eighteenth century he distinguished himself, 
and lost an arm in the fighting. He rose to the 
rank of Lieut-General by distinguished service, 
and was appointed Governor of Sierra Leone, 
where he died after a few years' service. 



448. Whyte, Christina : Minor Poet. A 
native of Appin, she figures in "Modern Scottish 
Poets," edited by Edwards, of Brechin (Vol. IX.), 
and specimens of her verse are given there. 

449. Wilson, Robert, M.D. : Noted 
Doctor. He was born at Inverneill, South 
Knapdale, some time in the twenties of the nine- 
teenth century, and died in 1880. 

450. Boyd, William, D.D. : United Free 
Church Divine. Born in Kilmun in 1832, he 
was educated for the ministry in the U.P. 
Church, and ordained to the charge of the 
Milnathort congregation 8th March, i860. Mr. 
Boyd had been called shortly before to Erskine 
Church, Falkirk, and he was also invited to 
succeed Dr. Fletcher in Finsbury Chapel, Lon- 
don. He was instrumental in building the 
present fine church and manse in Milnathort. 
The church, which cost j^3,ooo, was opened 6th 
May, 1869, by Dr. John Macfarlane, London. 
After twelve years' ministry in Milnjithort, Mr. 
Boyd accepted a call to Forrest Hill Church, 
London, and was inducted to the pastoral charge 
nth July, 1872. He received the degree of 
LL.D. from Greenville College, United States, 
in 1875. Having resigned his charge in 1882, 
he settled in Glasgow, where he interested him- 
self in many forms of religious a;id philanthropic 
work. For many years he was a member of the 
School Board of Glasgow, and an active com- 
mittee man in connection with the Board till his 
death in 1905. 

451. CoNNELL, Alexander (Rev), B.D. : 
Prominent Minister of the English Presbyterian 
Church. A native of Argyleshire, and educated 
for the Free Church ministry, he succeeded the 
Rev. John MacNeill in Regent Square Presby- 
terian Church, and has maintained the high 
character of that church's pulpit for an effective 
ministry, being no unworthy successor of men 
so illustrious as pulpit orators as Edward Irving, 
Dr. James Hamilton, and Dr. Oswald Dykes. 
He is one of the most popular ministers in 
London, and is spoken of at present as a likely 
successor of Dr. Watson of Liverpool. 

452. Lamont, Norman, M.P. : Liberal 
Politician. Son of a previous member for Bute- 
shire, Mr. James Lamont of Knockdhu, he was 
successful in wresting the representation of 
Buteshire from the Conservatives in the early 
part of 1905, and retained the seat at the general 
election of 1906. He is a man of talent, and 
very liberal in his views. 
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453. Macleay, Kenneth, R.S.A.: Minia- 
ture Painter. A native of Oban, born in 1802, 
he attained some fame especially as a miniature 
painter, and before the mtroduction of photo- 
graphy, wrought with much success on ivory. 
About 1873 his sketches of Highlanders were 
brought under the notice of the Queen, when he 
received a commission to paint for Her Majesty 
several of her servants at Balmoral, and also a 
number of representatives of the clans in their 
distinctive tartans. When Mr. Macleay died, in 
1879, he was the last of the original members of 
the Royal Scottish Academy established in 1826. 

454. Ward, Colonel Sir Edward. A 
native of Oban, he was a most distinguished 
Army officer. Sir George White having described 
him as " the best transport officer since Noah." 
He was appointed Secretary to the War Office 
by Mr. Balfour, retaining his rank and title as 
Permanent Under Secretary of State. 

455. MacDougall, John : The Ardgour 
Bard. Born in Argyleshire in 1 821, he died at 
Greenock, September, 1891. He published a 
volume of Gaelic verse in 1870 under the title, 
"Gaisge nan Gaidheal." 

456. MacDougall, Duncan (Rev.): An- 
other MacDougall Bard. Said to be a native 
of Tiree, he published in 1841 his poem under 
the title " Laoidhean Spioradail,'* and this book 
is now difficult to procure. 

Dollar. W. B. R. Wilson. 
* 

"Rosy-fingered Morn."— A great deal of 
inkshed has been wasted by some critics upon 
Chapman's translation of Homer's " Iliad,'' and 
the felicitousness of his compound epithets has 
been lauded with great fervour, more especially 
that one in Book IX.: — 

Then when the rosy-fingered morn holds out 
her silver light. 

This seems somewhat mixed, yet Chapman did 
not originate the conceit : he simply conveyed 
it from Spencer's "Faerie Queene," Book I.,- 
canto 2, verse 7: — 

Now when the rosy-fingered morning fair. 
So far as I know, nobody seems to have ob- 
served this before, which shows that Spencer is 
not read. The first three books of his great 
poem were printed at London in 1590, and 
Chapman's translation did not appear till 1610 
or 1611. Alba. 
Melbourne, Australia. 



STARK FAMILY. 



I have observed in recent numbers of your 
serial allusions to Stark's "Biographica Scotica," 
and supply some information about him and 
others of that ilk. They were all printers. John 
Stark was a prosperous master printer, and, 
having litarary facility, he wrote several books 
and printed and published them himsel£ His 
" Picture of Edinburgh," which I once had, was 
fairly illustrated and had a good sale. Of course 
it is obsolete now, and only valued as an an- 
tique, date 1822. Stark was opposed to Dr. 
Robert Knox, the Professor of Anatomy in Edin- 
burgh University, in consequence of the revela- 
tions concerning the Burke and Hare atrocities, 
and being a member of the Town Council, he 
made matters so sultry for Knox that he had to 
quit the city. In Lonsdale's life of the great 
anatomist. Stark is vehemently anathematised. 
Stark died, aged 70, and was buried in a vault 
at the northern wall of St. Cuthbert's Church, 
under Edinburgh Castle rock, and next to Henry 
Nisbet of Dean's tomb. Fortunately, the in- 
scription provides biographical details which it 
would be difficult to obtain now otherwise : — 
"John Stark, printer, Edinburgh, Esq. of Hunt- 
field, F.R.S. Edin., author of * Biographica 
Scotica,' * Picture of Edinburgh,' * Elements of 
Natural History,' etc. Born Blythsniuir, Peebles- 
shire, 14th October, 1779. Died at Edinburgh, 
24th December, 1849." His cousin, Adam 
Stark, native of Edinburgh, also a printer, was 
in partnership with John from 1804 to 1810, 
when he went into England and settled at 
Gainsborough as printer and bookseller. He 
wrote the "History and Antiquities of Gains- 
borough," published 181 7, also a "History of 
the Bishopric of Lincoln," a manual on printing, 
and died, aged 83, on the 31st December, 1867. 

Three brothers, David, James, and Allan 
Stark, all Edinburgh printers, were grandsons 
of the above, I presume. They emigrated to 
New Zealand, and started a daily paper at the 
Grey River "rush," called the Grey River Argus^ 
which I frequently saw in those days. Allan 
Stark was the editor, and he died at Greymouth 
on the 23rd August, 1875. He was alleged to 
be the oldest settler in Greymouth. David 
Stark, an expert comp., with whom I worked on 
the Scotsfftan, returned to Dunedin on the 
decline of the gold yield, and worked at case on 
the Evening Star until his decease in Septem- 
ber, 1903, aged 66. Concerning James, deponent 
knosveth not. Alb.\. 

Melbourne, Australia. 
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MACKINTOSHES IN GLENSHEE ; 
McCOMBIE FAMILY. 

The name Mackintosh is frequently found in 
connection with Glcnshee in the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries in Privy Council, 
Sasine, and other registers, and those who bore 
it seem to have held their own against their 
turbulent neighbours and the raiders from a 
distance. From recent investigations, I am in- 
clined to the belief that there were three distinct 
families of the name in the glen in the early 
part of the seventeenth century, while a fourth 
family, believed to have been of Macdonald ex- 
traction, occupied Tiriny, at the southern end 
of dentil t, near Blair Atholi. The three families 
in Glenshee may or may not have sprung from 
one stock, but the probabilities are that they 
did not One of them — more particularly the 
subject of this note — claimed descent from the 
Clan Mackintosh of Invemess-shire, and in 
1595 concurred with another of the families in 
acknowledging as their " natyff cheiff " the head 
of that clan. 

The three families to which I refer are those 
(i) of Dalmunzie, (2) of Cammis or Cambs, and 
(3) of Thome or Tomb, and Finegand — after- 
wards of Forter in Glenisla. 

I. The Mackintoshes of Dalmunzie 
frequently appear in record from 1584 down- 
wards, at first under the name MacRitchie, or 
Mackintosh alias McRitchie. They have still 
a hold in the district, and there can be little 
doubt that the MacRitchies who flourished in 
the neighbouring parishes of Clunie and Caputh 
from the seventeenth century were of the same 
stock. The original Richard has hitherto 
eluded all search. 

II. The Mackintoshes of Cammis or 
Cambs had the alias Mclnlay. Patrick McKin- 
leiche, elder of Cammes, and Patrtek Mcln- 
leiche, younger thereof, appear in the Privy 
Council Acts of Caution on 3rd October and 4th 
November, 1603. The elder Patrick is perhaps 
identical with a Patrick Mclnlish Q Mclnlich) 
who, in 1532, obtained a tack of the teinds of 
Achallater, part of the Invercauld estate (" Rec. 
Inverc," p. 26). Some of the early Farquhar- 
sons, prior to 1600, are in the "Register of 
Deeds" and elsewhere described as "Mackintosh 
alias Farquharson," and this fact, coupled with 
the name Mclnlay (son of Finlay) and the con- 

► nection with Invercauld, suggests the possibility 
that Patrick of Cammes was a son of Finla 
Mor, who was practically the founder of Clan 
Fhearchair. He does not appear among the 
sons of Finlay in the Brouchdearg MS., but he 



may have been illegitimate. It should be 
mentioned, however, that the name Finlay oc- 
curs in the sixteenth century in the family of 
Mackintosh of Tiriny already mentioned. 

The younger Patrick of 1603 seems to have 
adopted the name of Mackintosh, being des- 
cribed in "Register of Deeds" in 1643 as 
" Patrick Mcintosh alias Mclnlie," and in Act 
of Parliament of 1649 as "Patrick Mcintosh of 
Cammis.'' The family are found described as 
"of Cambs" down to 1739, when the male line 
appears to have ended in the person of Patrick, 
son of Lachlan, son of Alexander, son of Patrick. 
His testament was confirmed nth November, 
1736, and in 1738 his sister Elizabeth, wife of 
Alex. Mackenzie in Cambs, was served nearest 
lawful heir to him and her grandfather, and re- 
signed the lands into the hands of Farquharson 
of Invercauld, who had acquired the superiority. 
(Perth Sasines, Vol. XXII.) 

III. The Mackintoshes of the Tom, or 
or Thom, and of Finegand, had the alias of 
McThomie or McComie. Their history has 
been set forth in the interesting " Memoirs of 
the Family of McCombie/'by Mr. W. McCombie 
Smith (Edinburgh, 1887). They are stated in 
the MS. History of the Mackintoshes to be de- 
scended from Adam, a natural son of the 7th 
chief of Mackintosh, whose posterity were for a 
time settled at Garvamore in Badenoch ; and 
John Mackintosh of Forter, head of the sept in 
the middle of the seventeenth century, told Sir 
iEneas Macpherson that he was of the "house 
of Garvamore," thus to some extent corroborat- 
ing the statement of the MS. On 31 st March, 
1595, "Robert McHomie, of the tome in Glen- 
sche," joins with his neighbour of Dalmunzie 
and some of the Farquharsons in giving a band 
of manrent to the chief of Mackintosh as their 
"natyff cheiff"— a circumstance which may 
point to his being head of the family at the time, 
but h6 died before 1603 (P. G. Reg., Vl.f 805), 
and apparently left female issue only. John 
McHorrtie, who acquired a feu of Finegand on 
9th September, 1571, was probably a brother of 
Robert. His w.if2 was Ja^fet Rattray, and his 
son and apparent heir appears as "John Mak- 
comy, junior, in VFintiVzeand," in a charter of 
part of Meikle Binzean in 1582, to him and his 
spouse Janet Farquharson. 

This brings me to the main object of the 
present note. According to the Brouchdearg 
xVIS., Finlay Mor Farquharson's eldest son 
William, "married Beatrix Gordon, daughter to 
the Lord Suderland, by whom he had only a 
daughter, Janet, married to Thonias Macintosh 
of Finniegand." There can be little doubt that 
this Janet is one and the same with the Janet 
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Farquharson, spouse of John Makcomy, junior, 
or Mackintosh, in 1582, but there is a slight 
difficulty in regard to the Christian name of 
her husband. The Brouchdearg MS. was written 
nearly one hundred and fifty years after the 
charter, and a mistake might easily be made, 
particularly as the name Thomas formed part 
of the alias of the family name, which was 
Mackintosh alias McThomie, or son of Thomas. 
In such a matter the charter of 1582 is far more 
likely 10 be correct, and it seems highly probable 
that the compiler of the Brouchdearg MS. has 
made a slip, it is possible that he may have 
written that Janet was married to "McThomas 
Macintosh of Finniegand," and that the '* Mc*' 
has been omitted from the copies consulted by 
the author of "The Family of McCombie" (p. 
10), the editor of "Records of Invercauld'* (p. 7), 
and myself, but this is scarcely likely. Is it 
known where the original MS. is to be found? 

Presumably John McComy alias ]o\m Mackin- 
tosh of Fmegand, who figured in the Civil War 
and afterwards removed to Forter in Glenisla, 
was son of the John Makcomy and Janet Far- 
quharson of 1582, but 1 have not been able 
absolutely 10 establish the fact by record evi- 
dence. Possibly some other reader may be able 
to do so. A. M. M. 



"The Spy" (2nd S., VII., 89).— I think that 
Mr. James Sinton would be doing a service to 
Scottish licerature by copying Leyden's " Song 
of Wallace" for publication in ScolHsh Notes 
and Queries. It is another inedited poem, in 
addition to those which I have specified in a 
preceding article. Campbell's rine poem, "The 
Uirge of Wallace," is not included in his works, 
being apparently a fragment and un'inished ; 
but the fourth and fifth verses are finely con- 
ceived and artistically written, and commend 
themselves instantaneously to every patriotic 
Scot, excepting, of course, Mr. J. C. Hadden, 
whose frivolous book in the " Famous Scots 
Series" is only a prolonged .4|ieer at the great 

Po«^- Alba. 
Melbourne, Australia. 

The Andersons of Mounie.— A table, 
giving the pedigree of James Anderson of 
Mounie (1739- 1808), an eminent agricuhurist, is 
given in a remarkable book, "The Reades of 
Blackwood Hill" (in the parish of Horton, Staf- 
fordshire), by Aleyn Lyell Reade, privately 
printed for the author by Spottiswoode, London, 
1906. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY OF ABERDEEN 
PERIODICALS: REPORTS. 
(Continued from 2nd S., VII., p. 84.) 

1839-1871. Th: Spalding Club Reports. Issued 
gratis to members. Size, demy 410. 1839- 1840, 
4pp. ; 1841, II pp. — this included the first printed 
list of members ; 1842, 16 pp.; 1843, 14 pp.; 1844, 
7 pp.; 1845-1846, 4 pp.; 1847-1848, 6 pp.; 1849, 
5 pp.; 1850- 1860, 4 pp. No imprint — 1839- 1840, 
1851 and 1862; 1841-1843 — "Printed at the Ab^-r- 
deen Constitutional Office by William Bennett " ; 
1844-1850, 1852-1871, "by W. Bennett, Printer, 
Aberdeen." In addition to the above annual reports, 
special numbers were issued as occasion arose, 
notably in 1862, when subscriptions were invited so 
that the club might venture upon illustrating a 
volume of "Northern Antiquities." 

There were twenty rules adopted by the club when 
it was inaugurated 23rd December, 1839, the second 
of which explained briefly the object of the society, 
which was for the ''printing of inedited manuscripts, 
and reprinting of works of sufficient rarity and im- 
portance to make such reprints desirable." These 
included the historical, ecclesiastical, topographical, 
genealogical, and literary remains of the North- 
Eastern Counties of Scotland. (Resolution i, 1839.) 
Mr. John Stuart, advocate, Aberdeen, latterly of the 
Register House, Edinburgh (his address having 
changed to that of Edinburgh in 1853), was secretary 
from the start, and ably supported by many gentle- 
men of literary ability. 

The club was limited to 300 members in 1839, 500 
in 1842, and in 1843 I observe the number stood at 
469. The club was mainly composed of town and 
county gentlemen the same as its successor, and it 
is interesting to observe His Royal Highness Prince 
Albert's name appearing as patron from 1848- 1860. 
(Special reference to his resignation was made in 
1861, p. 2.) 

The first president of the club, elected m 1839, was 
the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T., who continued in this 
position tilt his death, which occurred in 1859 (see 
i860 report, p. 2), when the Duke of Richmond, 
K.G., v/ho had been vice-president from 1840, suc- 
ceeded him in i860, relinquishing the post when the 
club was disbanded in December, 1869. 

The club distributed thirty eight volumes to its 
members (no fewer than ten were presented), and 
six works were issued uniform with them, but not 
forming part of the series. The last pubacation 
contained "Notes of the Spalding Club, 1839.71," 
edited by John Stuart (pp. vi. -}- 145, with two plates; 
hst of members, 1839-71). Edinburgh, 1871. The 
annual reports of the Spalding Club, 1839-1869, 
contained 160 pp. 

The late Mr. William Cadenhead, who. died nth 
December, 1904, aged 85, was the last surviving 
original member of this club. (See "In Memoriam,'' 
1904, p. 16.) The University Library, King's 
I College, possesses a complete set of the reports. 
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1882. St. Geor^e's-in-the-Wcst Parish Church 
Congregational Report. Though the congregation 
was formed 20th February, 1879, it was not till 1882 
that this welcome annual appeared. Its size has 
always been. demy 8vo, and covers additional. In 
1882 it consisted of 16 pp.; 1883, 20 pp.; 1884, 23 
pp.; 1885, 20 pp.; 1886, 22 pp.; 1887, 21 pp.; 1888- 
1890, 21 pp.; 1891-1892, 23 pp.; 1893-1894, 21 pp.; 
1895, 24 pp.; 1896-1897, 21 pp.; 1898, 23 pp.; 1899, 
32 pp.— this included the **.Stor)' of the Church, 
1879- 1900"; 190Q, 21 pp.; 1901, 25 pp.; 1902, 23 
pp., and two illustrations; 1903, 21 pp., illustrated 
— the same year the parish minister, the Rev. James 
Smith, M.A., B.D., F.R.G.S., F.S.A. Scot., dis- 
tributed to his congregation a history of the Church, 
1879- 1904, 57 pp., illustrated ; a review of this work 
appeared in Scottish Notes and Queries^ 2nd S., VI., 
i6. The 1904 issue consisted of 23 pp. The printers 
have been: — 1882 1885, Aberdeen yournal Office, 
Adelphi Court, Union Street. Aberdeen ; 1886 1904, 
John Avery & Company, Limited. A block of 
S. George and the Dragon appeared on the cover 
from 1 886- 1 890, and from 1 891 -1904 a view of the 
church has appeared instead. The following ad- 
ditional pamphlets have been issued to church 
members: — 1886 and 1901, ** Roll of Communicants 
and Adherents," consisting of 12 pp. and 22 pp. 
respectively ; in 1884 the late Alexander Walker, 
LL.D., senior trustee of the church, issued in con- 
nection with this church, which held a bazaar, an 
interesting pamphlet entitled, "A Brief Description 
I of I The Parish | of Saint George's-in-the-VVest | 
» Being a part of | The Ancient Parish | of | Saint 

Nicholas of Aberdeen. | Printed for the Bazaar by 
Gibb and Hay, | Royal Litho. Works, Aberdeen. | 
1884." This consisted of 10 pp., and litho. drawing 
of St. Nicholas Church. In 1887 the "Order of 
Service | for the | Jubilee of Her Majesty, | Queen 
Victoria, | ^9th June, 1887," 4 pp., was printed by 
W. Jolly & Son, Aberdeen. 

The contents of the above most creditable pro- 
duction include the "Annual Pastoral Letter" by 
the mi/iiste(, revenue and expenditure of the church, 
which terminates at 31st December annually, also 
brief reports of the other agencies of the church, 
which I have not thought necessary to detail at 
lengtlv 

In December, 1884, the late Mr. William Caden- 
, head wrote a poem, consisting of ten verses, entitled, 

**The Parish | of | S. George's-in-the-West," which 
was pointed at the | trades* stall of the bazaar | in the 
Music Hall of Aberdeen. I reproduce verses i, 6, 
and 10: — 

^ 0, less than fifty years ago, 

In an auld farrent toon, 
Alang a gtreet a sluggish stream 

Oaed wanderin' darkly doon. 
This was among the auldest streeta 
^ Within that ancient broch— 

The bri>ch was jist oor Aberdeen, 
The stream it was the Loch. 
. Improvement reigns ; fair fabrics rise 

All round ; and, 'mong the rest. 
Stands prominent, yet half retired, 
k St. Oeorge's-in-the-West. 



While old men, aa they saunter. 
With the fair change impreased, 

Pour hearty benedictions on 
S. Oeorge's-in-the-Weat. 

Mr. Cadenhead was also author of a poem, **Our 
Church," which will be seen on p. 7 of the special 
issue of 1903 already mentioned. 

1887. New Spalding Club. Annual Reports by 
the Council. Issued gratis to members. The in- 
augural meeting of this club was held nth Novem- 
ber, 1886, and its primary object is as follows: — 
"To promote the study of the Topography and 
Archaeology of North- Eastern Counties of Scotland, 
and to pnnt works illustrative thereof." (Rule i.) 
Size of annual, demy 410. The first issue (1887) 
contained 38 pp., and embraced resolutions adopted 
by the Council, 25th November, 1886; reports by 
the following committees :— Editorial, William D. 
Geddes, pro C; Burgh and Judicial Records — P. M. 
Cran, C.; Ecclesiastical Records— James Moir, C; 
Family History, J. Allardyce, C; Second Editorial — 
C. Elphinstone Dalrymple, C. ; Topography and 
Archajology— Walter Gregor, C. ; and that of the 
Council — per George Grub, C. The sizes of the 
latter issues are — 1888, 8 pp.; 1889-1893, 12 pp.; 
1894, 16 PP-» including rules as altered 21st Decem- 
ber ; 1895, 16 pp. (the Society's armorial bearings 
appeared for the first time on cover, and continued 
annually); 1896, 20 pp.; 1897-1901, 16 pp.; 1902- 
1904, 20 pp. 

The issue of 1887 bore the imprint — " Printed by 
Milne & Hutchison, 70 Netherkirkgate, Aberdeen"; 
1897, *' Aberdeen University Press," on fifteenth 
page ; 1898 and 1R99, the same, but printed on the 
face; 1900-1904, "The Aberdeen University Press, 
Limited." It bore no imprint during the years 1888- 
1896. There are twelve rules, altered at various times ; 
these have been incorporated in the annual since 1895. 

The number of members was fixed at 400 at the 
inaugural meeting, but raised to 500 on i6th Decem- 
ber the same year, and at that number it still re- 
mains. Her late Majesty, Queen Victoria, was 
patroness from 1887-1900; King Edward VII. has 
been patron since 1901. Mr. P. J. Anderson has 
been secretary from the start ; Mr. Patrick Hender- 
son Chalmers was treasurer in 1887 ; from 1888 this 
post has been filled by Mr. Farquharson Taylor 
Garden. The Earl of Aberdeen has been president 
since the club's formation. During the club's exis- 
I tence, twenty eight volumes have been distributed 
I to members ; six works uniform with them, but not 
j forming part of the series, have been produced by 
members (two being presented to members) ; whilst 
sixteen works have been issued by the University of 
Aberdeen in conjunction with the New Spalding 
Club, under Rule 10, and appropriately designated 
"Aberdeen University Studies." A statement show- 
ing the annual income and expenditure of the club is 
incorporated in each report. Report XVIII. con- 
tains a bibliographical account of all the issues of 
I the old club as well as of the new. 

Aberdeen. Robert Murdoch. 
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A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF EDINBURGH 
PERIODICAL LITERATURE (V., 20, etc.) 

(Continued from 2nd S., Vol. VII., p. 180.) 
[Supplementary.] 
1 710. The Tatler. Some time in this year, James 
Watson undertook to reproduce Steele's London 
Tatler. I have examined a solitary issue in the 
British Museum. 

The Tatler^ by Isaac Bickerstaff, Esq. No. 31. 
From Thursday, April 20, to Monday, April 24, 
17 10. Single sheet folio, two columns to page. 
Edinburgh : printed by James Watson, and sold 
at his shop next door to the Red Lyon, opposite 
to the Lucken Booths, where advertisements are 
taken in. The number contains the following 
notice : — 

" Those who design to make a collection of this paper 
and will subscribe to take them for a year, shall be 
duly furnished by the printer and their copies printed 
on fine paper, at the rate of 7s. sterling for a whole 
year's papers, one half of which is to be paid on sub- 
scribing and the other at the expiration of a year after 
their subscription, lio more fine copies will be printed 



than what are subscribed for. Subscriptions will be 
taken at the printer's shop next door to the 
opposite the Luckenbooths, Edinburgh." 



taken at the printer's shop next door 



Red Lyon, 



Steele's Tatler was begun April 12, 1709, and ran 
for 271 numbers, or for nearly two years. Steele's 
own description of it was, ** a paper which should 
observe upon the manners of the pleasurable as 
well as the busy part of mankind." Watson, how- 
ever, does not appear to have published the whole 
periodical. The number described above corres- 
ponded with No. 160 — from Saturday, 15th April, 
to Tuesday, 1 8th April, 17 10. The Hope Collec- 
tion Catalogue gives Watson's No. 100 as corres- 
ponding with Steele's No. 229. It is apparent 
accordingly that Watson began with the issue of 
Steele's No. 130, some time about the beginning 
of February. Like its original, the issue appears 
to have been thrice weekly. He printed local 
advertisements. Steele's Tatler ended on January 
2, 171 1, and Watson's reprint must have ceased 
then, for within less than a fortnight he was 
sending out a native Tatler of his own. 

1710. The North Tatler. The earliest reference I 
can find to this periodical is contained in Chalmers' 
" Life of Ruddiman." On p. 121 he has — 

"In March, 1710, the ^orf A Tatfer . . was printed 
by John Reid for Samuel Col Til " ; 

and he adds in a footnote — 

" The Taller, No. 1, was dated from 27th of March to 
the 1st of April, 1710, and was published every Monday 
and Friday. " 

The use of the name by Richard Steele had given 
it currency, and many periodicals about the time 
adopted the word in their titles. From the par- 
ticulars Chalmers gives, it is evident that the 
North Tatler was distinct both from Watson's 
reprint and from the Tatler of 17 11.* 



*1712. MiscfUanemu y umbers : relating to the controversies 
alx>ut the Book of Common Prayer, Episcopal Government, 



17 14. The Edinburgh Gazette, or Scots Postman, 
with the Freshest Occurrences, Foreign and Do- 
mestic. No. I. Tuesday, March g, to Thursday, 
March 11, 1714. Single sheet folio. Price one 
penny, every Tuesday and Thursday. Edin- 
burgh: printed by Robert Brown, and the prints 
are to be sold at his printing house, Forrester's 
Wynd, and Caledona and Royal Coffee Houses. 
The coffee houses were dropped after nine num- 
bers. Neither cuts nor "with authority" appeared. 
The absence of authority suggests that Donaldson 
was now dead. 

This restart of the 1699 journal contained at 
first the usual news common to the prints of the 
day, but in No. 17 a notice appeared that the 
publisher had determined, **when the news are 
barron, to cause print and publish in my prints 
.some other things tending to the benefit of the 
publick.'* Hence arose the occasional insertion 
of papers of the essay type, the first being con- 
veyed from the London Patriot, No. 8, "that 
great author." Nos.. 28 and 29 had no imprint ; 
No. 30 had Edinburgh : printed by John Reid 
in Pearson's Closs, a little above the Cross, north 
side of the Street." No. 32 adds " Price a penny." 
No. 44 and onwards was 6 pp., price i^d., the 
first page being used as a kind of displayed con- 
tents. The second page of No. 44 gave the 
reason for the change :— 

"Candid Reader, our Occurrences Foreign and Do- 
mestick for several Posts have been so large, and the 
ordinary Stanipt Paper so small and mean, that, to 
give a more full account of the present Transactions 
in this Juncture, we are obliged to cause print the 
same sheetwaya and on larger paper, when there will 
be much more news, and not much dearer than former 
Prints." 

Some kind of calamity befell the journal at No. 
67, November 9, 1714. It was set up in the most 
wretched type, and had a most woebegone aspect, 
although the size was maintained. The imprint 
was "Edinburgh: printed by Mar. Reid at the 
foot of the Horse Wynd. 1714. Price lid." 
What ejcplanation is available may be found in the 
note which appeared on the first page :— 

"Candid Header— Though this print had the mis- 
fortune to be in hands that did not like the design of 
the laudable undertaking (advanced to undeceive the 
scrupulous and ignorant, and to serve the present 
happy constitution), but drove the author to a neces- 
sity (rather than to drop the thing) to make use of a 
worse type at present, yet let not the well wishers to 
the undertaking be discouraged ; let them but have a 
little patience, and they shall have better type and 
more correct." 

the Power of the Church, etc., defended by Scripture. 
Keason, Antiquity, and tlie Sentiments of the leam'dest 
Beformenj, particularly by John Calvin. By Mr. Robert 
Calder, Minister of the Gospel. Edinburgh ; printed in 
Uieyearl713. Folio. 30 ntmiben. No? li^ InclSive 
17^ date. No. 30 is separately dated December 17, 

Jv2XS"*in!L^?"*"™ catalogue has the MiteeUaneaue 
Aumjor* inserted aniong the periodicals. It is included 
here for that reason but It does not come within the soom 
S P*'^ P"«»y controTersiiU^mphSS 
«.?™£.i' "^^'t^d the author to send out at intSviS^and 
number consecutively. »mi«mt«« «uu 
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I have not seen the numbers that immediately 
succeeded No. 67, but the disasters that then fell 
on the paper were but the precursors of greater. 
No. 74 appeared as a 10 pp. small 4to, with the 
name spelled Gazzette — a spelling which was re- 
tained. It was priced i^d., and was dated " from 
our last No. 73 to the third March 1715"— an 
interval of nearly three months. The editor 
brokenly promised—" Shall give you in our next 
the reasons which induced the author to dis- 
continue publishing his news prints and turning 
the same into a (quarto paper." The imprint was 
"Edinburgh: prmted by John Moncur, 1715." 
The reasons were duly given in No. 75, which 
added to the imprint the mystic letters, " pr. 3. h. 
p.," expanded in No. 77 into "price 3 halif pence": — 

" The reasons that induced the author to discontinue 
publishing of the Edinbwryh Gazette for some time 
were, first, none paid in their proportions according to 
contract except twelve, tho' the author provided each 
day about 3 quare of prints each printing day for the 
subacrivers' use, and intimated where they might have 
them for the fetching, which prints were all lost to the 
author, and drained him of money. The second was 
that, seeing he was forced to discontinue as aforesaid 
till be raised money to carry on the undertalcing again, 
the same happening to be the dead time of the year 
when there is no action but consultations about 
matters and designs, and therefore judged it more 
proper when consultations appeared in action, as the 
same is now beginning to be put in action. 

'* Now, the honourable subscrivers are earnestly 
desired to pay in their proportions according Ut 
paction, otherwise there will be a necessity to publish 
their names who have paid and not paid." 

Immediate improvement did not take place, and 
it is likely that the venture finally collapsed soon 
after. The last number I have seen is No. 77 
(misnumbered 76), March 15, 1715. 

All writers on the history of the Edinburgh 
Gazette of the present day refer its origin back to 
1699, and identify it with Donaldson's publication. 
This is an entire mistake. The current official 
organ did not begin its career till near the close 
of the eighteenth century, and for eighty years no 
Edinburgh Gazette was published. The identity 
of title in the two journals is accidental. The 
present paper owes its name to the desire of the 
projectors to have uniiormity of nomenclature 
among the Government journals of the three king- 
doms. The Edinburgh Gazette was meant to 
take in Scotland the position which the London 
Gazette took in England and the Dublin Gazette 
in Ireland. 

1716. The Freeholder and the Weekly Packet. 
Thursday, April 5, 1716. 12 pp., 410, two col- 
umns to page. Edinburgh: printed for James 
Young, and sold at Mr. Steven's Coffee-house on 
the South-side of the Street, near the Cross, 
Anno DoM. mdccxvi. The first page was used 
as a title page, and carried a cut of the Royal 
Arms of Scotland. The issue of April 5 was 
probably the first, as it contains No. i of the 
Weekly Packet , and prints the following "adver- 
tisement " on page 2 : — 



"This paper, which goes under the name of the Free- 
tiotder, is published at London twice a weelc, and is 
commonly reported to be the performance of the 
ingenious Mr. Addison. At the desire of several 
Gentlemen, good judges of such composures, it is re- 
printed here at Bdinourgh. The London copies are 
sold at 3d. each week, but the Buyer has this with the 
tfeekly Packet for half that price. As for the Weekly 
Packet^ it is an impartial collection of the news from 
the best newspapers both printed and written. If a 
sufficient number of subscriptions can easily be had, 
all the Freeholtiers that have been before published will 
be reprinted to make the Sett printed here com pleat.' 

This number contained Nos. 27 and 28 of the 
Freeholder, in addition to the Weekly Packet, 
5i pages being devoted to the former, and the last 
page being blank. The issue for April 10, 1716, 
contained Nos. 29 and 30 of the Freeholder, and 
No. 2 of the Weekly Packet, It changed the im- 
print to ** Edinburgh: printed for George Steuart, 
Bookseller, and sold at his shop. Anno Dom. 
MDCCXVI. Advertisements to be pubhshed in this 
paper are taken in at Mr. Steven's Coffee House 
near the Cross, and at George Steuart, Bookseller, 
his shop." No advertisements, however, appeared 
in any numbers I have seen. What was likely 
No. 3, Tuesday, April 17, 1716, was printed across 
the page, and had again a different imprint — 
** Printed for James Young, and sold at the 
Printing-House opposite to the Trone Church. 
Anno DoM. mdccxvi. Price three Halfpence." 
This imprint continued in all the remaining 
numbers I have seen. No. 3 contained No. 32 of 
the Freeholder and No. 3 of the Weekly Packet. 
No. 31 of the Freeholder did not appear, it being 
announced that it was being printed separately, 
and could be obtained for 3d. The following 
number admitted extracts from other news journals, 
the space devoted to the Weekly Packet being 
eleven lines only. This neglect of the Packet 
continued to the end. In all, I have seen numbers 
up to that for Tuesday, June 26, 1716. The 
London original came to an end on June 29, 1716. 

Addison started the Freeholder on December 23, 
1715, and fifty-five numbers in all were published. 
Its appearance was necessitated by the crisis in 
Whig politics caused by the Rising of the '15, and 
the Freeholder was meant to act in the defence of 
the party. So successful were his efforts that, a 
year after the journal was begun, Addison was 
rewarded with a Commissionership of Trade and 
Plantations. The paper was conducted with the 
greatest good humour, and its author 

"found opportunities to discuss the vagaries of the 
Female Sex, French Anglophobia, the treatment of 
authors, or his old topic of wit and humour. His 
methods of political persuasion, as illustrated in the 
case of the Tory Foxhunter (No. 47) were perhaps more 
successful than those of the most ardent members of 
his party, such as Steele, who preferred to drub the 
Jacobites into allegiance." 
In the matter of the Freeholder, Steele compared 
the voice of Addison to a lute, and his own to a 
trumpet. The Edinburgh edition ran up to No. 
41 of the London journal at least. 

26 Circus Drive, W. J, Couper. 

Glasgow. 
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EARLY VOLUNTEERING 
ABERDEExN. 



IN 



D. S. is, I understand, collecting materials for 
the history of our local Volunteer forces, which 
sooner or later must be written. D. S. may note 
that recently I overhauled the list of men who 
joined the Aberdeen City Artillery, now ist 
Aberdeenshire Royal Garrison Artillery (Volun- 
teers), and find the roll in a good state of preser- 
vation. I recommend that the names of all 
men who have joined the Volunteer force in 
Aberdeen be printed in full (omitting, of course, 
addresses and professions), with regimental 
number attached, the same as the corps muster 
books ; and that biographical notes on the 
officers of the respective corps be included where 
necessary, and dates of promotions be noted in 
full from the tim*; of their joining the Colours. 
Thus : — *' 2492. Charles Eraser Brodie, joined 
loth March, 1881 ; lieutenant, ist July, 1881 ; 
captain, i8th April, 1887; resigned, 14th May, 
1890/' 

Lord Cockburn, who died 26th April, 1854, 
aged 75, states in his entertaining diary en- 
titled "Circuit Journeys" (2nd edition, pub- 
lished 1889 6avid Douglas, Edinburgh), at 
pp. 324-5, that, when he was Advocate- Depute, 
with Hope as Justice-Clerk, at Aberdeen (1808 
or 1809, I think), his lordship, after leaving the 
bench early, went and reviewed the Volunteers J 
Ye>, the Judge of Assize doffed his wig, mounted 
a ch^r^er, and reviewed a regiment, and went 
forward next day on his circuit. After a display 
on the field, he entertained the officers and 
the military authorities of the place at dinner. 
There probably never was so much scarlet or so 
many epaulettes at a judge's assize banquet 
before. It was a grand military day in Aber- 
deen, and entirely extinguished the poor glory 
of the Court. All this seems odd now. But 
the wonder will abate when we recollect that 
the reviewing Judge was an actual and most 
active Lieutenant-Colonel, and that though the 
judicious lamented this, the period permitted 
it. And indeed the judges, as representing the 
sovereign, had, and 1 fancy still have, a right to 
take the command of the military within the 
circuit town. This is not practised now, but it 
was uniformly practised since 1 remember. The 
judge was formally waited upon by the com- 
manding officer, or by some officer representing 
him, and asked for orders, and to give the pass- 
word for the day. I never knew the judge give 
any orders, but he very generally gave the word, 
and the daily military report was frequently 
made to him by an officer lowering his sword. 

Robert Murdoch. 



The Scots Name of Touch.— Times 
of May 25, [905, contains the following adver- 
tisement : — 

T George Alexander Touchb, heretofore called 
and known by the name of George Alexander 
Touch, of 26, Collingham-gardens, London, S.W., 
I and Basildon House, London, E.G., hereby g^ve 
I public notice that, with a view to preventing the 
ordinary mispronunciation of my surname, as well 
as reverting more closely to the original usage of the 
name (which, though written variously in the earliest 
Scots records, has most frequently the regulating 
final **e," or is otherwise so spelled as to indicate 
that it was pronounced as Touche), I have, by Royal 
Licence and Authority, varied the spelling thereof 
by the addition or restoration thereto of the letter 
*'e,"and intend henceforth upon all occasions to 
use the surname of Touche instead of Touch. 
Dated this 24th day of May, igo6. 

George A. Touche, formerly Touch. 



743. Grammar Schools. — Can anyone say when 
Aberdeen Grammar School was first built, if restored 
about the time of James IV., if still standing, and if 
not, if any pictorial representation is in existence ; 
if the grammar schools of Scotland were built more 
or less on one plan or style of architecture, and what 
might be accepted as a good or ideal type of such 
buildings? P. B., P. 

744. The Haigs of Bemersyde.— "T. D. W." 
thus writes the editor of The Scottish Review, 7th 
December, 1905 :-— *' Sir,— In my opinion, Thomas 
the Rhymer was not so unwise as to tic himself to 
the saying that there would aye be Haigs— meaning 
persons of that name — in or on Bemersyde. My 
reading of the saying is this : — 

** * Betide, betide, whatever betide, 
There'll aye be Haig on Bemersyde.* 
'* The common interpretation of this is that there 
always will be one of the Haig family in possession 
of the property. But * haig ' or • hag * in old Scots 
or Low Dutch also means a wood or coppice — for 
example, • The Hague,' the capital of Holland, is so 
called from the wood which surrounds it. Anyone 
who looks at the semi-precipitous bank of Bemersyde 
overhanging the Tweed, on the face of which oak 
coppice or other bushes or small trees are always to 
be seen, and from which it is hardly possible to clear 
them, will see that Wise Thomas meant trees, not 
persons." This seems to be a very feasible explana- 
tion, of which I shall be glad to hear comments 
upon. The Rev. W. B. R. Wilson biographed eight 
of the illustrious Haigs in and S., III., 152. 

Robert Murdoch. 

745. Verses on Two Babes.— I shall be glad 
to be directed to the source whence the undemoted 
lines appeared. They are in the handwriting of 
Fred. G. Forsyth Grant, 3rd Lt. Dor., i860 (what 
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regiment does this stand for?), and appear at the 
end of a volume entitled •* Choice Notes from Notes 
and Queries Folk Lore." London: Bell & Daldy, 
186 Fleet Street. 1859. Thus:— 

Here lies two babes as dead as Knips, 
They was took off in ague fits ; 
They was too good to live with me, 
And so they have gone to live with He." | 

Robert Murdoch. 

I 

746. Rev. William Duncan. — Henry Gordon, ] 
Captain in the Marines, and son of the last laird of 
Terpersie, who was executed, married Jane Gordon 
of the Coynachie family. She is said to have been 
burned to death at Collethie about 1796. She married 
as her second husband " William Duncan, residing 
at Coldrain," who is mentioned in her will. Duncan 
is said to have been the son of the tenant of Drum- 
bulg, and to have been a Navy Chaplain. What is 
known of him ? J. M. Bulloch. 

747. John Gordon, Schoolmaster, Belhelvie. 
— In the beginning of the eighteenth century there 
were two schoolmasters of this name, father and 
son, in Belhelvie. What is known of them ? 

J. M. Bulloch. 

748. William Mackav. — A poem in blank verse, 
entitled ** Heaven," by William Mackay, was printed 
at Glasgow in 1847. It extends to ninety- five pages, 
and appears to be a juvenile performance, yet con- 
tains some good descriptive writing. One half of 
the poem consists of a survey of the globe and its 
different nationalities, India being specially noted. 
This part seems to me an amplification of James 
Montgomery's poetical "Voyage round the World." 
Can any of your readers give an account of this 
William Mackay ? I thought at first that it might 
be the Rev. W. S. Mackay, a Thurso man, who was 
Free Church missionary to India under Dr. Duff, 
but as he went to India in 183 1 and died in Scotland 
in 1865, he cannot be "the real Mackay" in question. 



I people. She died 25th August, 1772. Please reply 
direct to — 

I, Palliser Court, (Mrs.) E. C. Wienholt. 

West Kensington, 

London. 

750. CocKBURNSPATH.— Will any of the readers 
of Scottish Notes and Queries be good enough to 
mention some authority where I might find informa- 
tion regarding the origin and history of the village 
of Cockburnspath in Berwickshire, and also with 
reference to the estate of Dunglass on which the 
village is situated ? I should like to know something 
about the fine ruin of a chapel in the grounds of 
Dunglass, and also about the parish church and 
village cross. I have already consulted Statistical 
Account of Scotland," ** Antiquities of Scotland," 
** Gentlemen's Seats in Scotland," "Topographical 
Dictionary of Scotland," and a few minor authorities, 
without being able to find anything about the cross 
in the village or the chapel, except the facts that it 
was a collegiate church built in 1450. 



Melbourne, Australia. 



Alba. 



749. HuTTON, Hepburn, Lidderdale. — Would 
any readers of Scottish Notes and Queries tell me if 
the Huttons of that ilk came over with William the 
Conqueror, and where I could find their pedigree 
from that time ? My father was a Hutton ot that 
ilk ; my great-great-grandfather died at Berwick at 
the age of 100. Into which branch of Robertsons 
of Struan did Thomas Hutton marry in 1802 ? His 
wife was Janet Robertson, who had a brother Alex- 
ander. The maiden name of Janet's mother was 
Urquhart. I would like to trace her family. I 
would also like to learn about the family Hepburn. 
One daughter married Thomas Lidderdale of Castle 
Milk. They had one daughter, Maria. I possess 
their portraits. A Miss Fullerton of Aberdeen (?) 
married James Lidderdale ; she would be mv great- 
great-grandmother. I would also like to bnd her 



21 Lilyhill Terrace, 
Edinburgh. 



W. J. Frost. 



751. Rev. J. Brichan, Botanist. —Who was 
the Rev. J. Brichan, frequently cited in Dickie's 
'* Botanist's Guide" as supplying habitats of plants 
in the Deeside district ? J. W. H. T. 

752. Dr. Stephen, Botanist.— Who was Dr. 
Stephen, frequently cited in Dickie's Botanist's 
Guide" as supplying habitats of plants in the St. 
Cyrus district ? J. W. H. T. 

753. Gordon of Kildrummv. —After the battle 
of CuUoden, the Chevalier de Johnstone visited " Mr. 
Gordon of Kildrummy," a relation of Mrs. Menzies, 
Banff. Who was this Gordon ? Was he a Bel- 
dornie? J. M. B. 

754. Lawrances in Usan. — Under the heading 
" Nfaryton," Jervise, in his "Epitaphs and Inscrip- 
tions," Vol. I., p. 236, notes that William, son of 
William Lawrance, vintner, Usan, was drowned in a 
draw-well, October, 1787, aged 3 years : — 

Doth infant's pain and death pnjclaim, 

That Adam did rebel? 
His destiny declares the same, 

Being drowned in a well. 
Let all who mourn his early death 

Hate sin, the fatal cause, 
And flee to Jesus Christ by faiih, 

Who saves from Satan's Jaws. 

Does the surname still survive in the locality ? 

Robert Murdoch. 

755. What is a "Tap" or Tapion "?— It 
appears to be the name for part of the harness for 
the head of a horse, and occurs in old accounts: 
"Mending the six tapions for the horses* heads," and 
the manufacturer seems to have been known as a 
**tapion -maker." J. McG. 
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756. Curious Figures on a Tombstone. — In 
the churchyard of Strathdon, Aberdeenshire, there 
is a tombstone with the figures of Adam and Eve at 
the top, distinguished by the one having bushy hair 
and the other long and straight hair. At the lower 
end of the stone there are two skulls, one at the 
right side and the other at the left. Out of the 
right ear of one skull issues a short stem, to the end 
of which is attached something like the hand held 
sideways, extending along the whole side of the 
skull. The two together resemble in shape the 
vertical section of a mushroom placed horizontally 
with the root in the ear. A similar excrescence 
issues from the left ear of the other skull. Query — 
What do such excrescences represent, and are there 
similar skulls in other churchyards ? 

John Milne, LL.D. 

757. Barbara Gordon (Mrs. Farquhar). — In 
Mortlach Churchyard there is an inscription — "Here 
lies the dust of Alexander Farquhar, who lived at 
Priestwell, and died May 22, 1733, aged 76 years ; 
and of Barbara Gordon, his spouse, who died 
November, 1736, aged 70." To what family of 
Gordons did she belong? 

758. Buchanan Hospital.— Such is the name 
of a charitable institution at St. Leonards-on-Sea, 
County Sussex. As our English brethren are not in 
the habit of calling public buildings after any Scot 
without sufficient reason, I feel assured that there is 
a certain and almost unknown story of some scion 
of the clan involved in the Buchanan Hospital. 
Who was this Buchanan ? Alba. 

Melbourne, Anstralia. 

* 

Hnawers. 

605. Lanark Lanimer Day (2nd S.,VII., 30, 
48). — In The Scots Pictorial^ Vol. I., igth June, 1897, 
pp. 308-309, an interesting note on this custom is 
given, illustrated by ten excellent photographs by 
Arch. Brown & Co., Lanark. The capital of the 
Upper Ward is one of the ancient burghs that keep 
up the custom of riding the marches, and the pagean- 
try for which that annual event affords the occasion 
was that year more elaborate than ever. The feature 
of it at one time was ** the birks," or band of young 
stalwarts of the town and neighbourhood, bearing 
branches of trees, that marched in procession with 
the representatives of the various trades. But of late 
years the juvenile element has been worked up, till 
the children's part in the parade is one of the most 
prominent. The ceremony winds up on the east side 
of the town— to which it is practically confined— by 
a general adjournment to the moor, where the sports 
and all the fun of the fair goes on. 

Robert Murdoch. 

716. Border Haswells (2nd S., VII., 156, 172). 
— Long assigns to Haswell the meaning of " spring 



among hazel bushes," and connects it with such 
personal names as Haslam and Hazlitt. It would 
appear to be a territorial rather than a personal 
designation. Haswellsykes, sometimes spelt Hass- 
wellsykes, is, I understand, a farm in Manor parish, 
Peeblesshire, which was tenanted about fifty years 
ago by a Mr. Robert Tod, I have failed to connect 
any family called Haswell with the county, and 
believe that, as far as Peeblesshire is concerned, the 
place-name preceded the personal designation. The 
earliest Haswell, as far as I have seen, appeared at 
Dundee in 1602, and shortly thereafter the name 
emerged in Roxburghshire, being rather common in 
Crailing parish during the seventeenth century. 

W. 

718. Parody of "Bonnie Dundee" (2nd S., 
VII., 136, 156, 176).— I would refer R. D. to Mr. 
P. J. Anderson's query, No. 436, page 172, Vol. V., 
2nd S., as probably the reference he is searching for. 
I may add that the reputed parodist, Dr. Peter 
Smith, died gth December, 1900, aged 62. (See 
Free Press, 29th January, 1900.) Ed. 

721. Hay of Monkton (2nd S., VII., 172). — In 
the *' Edinburgh Register of Testaments," 1 601 -1700, 
two Hays of Monkton are mentioned— George, of 
Monkton, parish of Inveresk, whose will bears date 
28th September, 1625, and Alexander, whose will is 
dated 24th January, 1674. Among persons recorded 
in the *• Register of Interments in Greyfriars, Edin- 
burgh," occurs the name of Mr. Alexander Hay, 
writer, whose burial took place nth November, 1692. 
Information about the Hay family generally may be 
obtained from " Historical Account of the Family of 
Hay of Leys," Edinburgh, 1832, privately printed ; 
from Father Hay's •* Genealogie of the Hays of 
Tweeddale," edited by Maidment, Edinburgh, 1835 ; 
and from "Andrew Hay's Diary," edited by Reid, 
one of the publications of the Scottish History 
Society. Reference may also be made to Brunton 
of Haig's *• Senators of the College of Justice," 
Edinburgh, 1832, and to the " Estimate of the Scot- 
tish Nobility during the Minority of James VI.," 
edited by Rogers —a volume issued under the auspices 
of the Grampian Club. W. 

724. Volunteer Officers of 1794-1808 (2nd 
S., Vn., 172). — If any portraits of Sheriff Moir are 
still in existence, such books as Gill's *' Family of 
Moir and Byres," Aberdeen, 1885, or Dr. Walker's 
'* Commonty of Perwinnes, called also Scotstown 
Moor," might perhaps help to trace them out. 
Sheriff Moir, I understand, was the father of George 
Moir, Professor of Scots Law in Edinburgh Univer- 
sity. The present head of the house of Bannerman 
of Elrick is, I believe, a descendent of Thomas 
Bannerman named in the query, and might possibly 
be willing to afford information as to his ancestor's 
portraits. Colonel Finlason I take to be identical 
with an Aberdeenshire proprietor whose name 
appears in county lists towards the close of the 
eighteenth century, but am extremely doubtlUl 
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whether any portrait of him may still be extant 
The same remark applies to Alexander Tower of 
Ferryhill, whose brief Parliamentary career as mem- 
ber for Berwick- on -Tweed lasted only about a year. 

W. 

725. Lieutenant Alexander Stuart (2nd S., 
VII., 173). — The 89th Regiment, originally raised 
in the Highlands, is now an Irish company, and 
bears the name of the Royal Irish Fusiliers. In 
Browne's History of the Highlands and Highland 
Clans," IV., 281, it is stated that, in 1759, Alexander 
Stewart of Lismurdie was one of th9 lieutenants in 
the 89th Foot. He is probably identical with the 
Lieutenant Alexander Stuart of the query. Cor- 
roborative evidence or otherwise may perhaps be 
obtained by consulting " Historical Record of the 
8gth or Royal Irish Fusiliers,'* London, 1842, and 
** Historical Record of the 89th (Princess Victoria) 
Regiment," by Captain Brinckman, London, 1888. 

S. 

730. Mariota Dunbar (2nd S., VII., 173, 191)- 
— Mariota or Marjory Dunbar was a daughter of a 
brother of Bishop Gavin Dunbar. I think this must 
be Gavin Dunbar, Bishop of Aberdeen, and not his 
nephew and namesake who was Bishop of Glasgow. 

J. M. A. W. 

732. Subject Superiors Wanted (2nd S.,VII., 
173, 191). — No doubt, to a dweller in the shire of 
Banff, the land-names mentioned in this query are 
as " household words," or like 

** the sweet south 
That breathes amid a bank of violets"; 

but to an outlander, unacquainted with the country, 
they are apt to induce a feeling of astonishment 
mingled with awe. Even a recent issue of '* Slater's 
Directory" fails to help the removal of one's 
chastened solemnity. That invaluable publication 
reveals indeed the existence of three different places 
called Leitcheston, but is obstinately silent with re- 
gard to any of the others, unless we are allowed to 
identify Auchinreath with Auchinraith of the query. 
The period when the superiorities existed is also 
somewhat vague. Does it mean present time, or 
during last century, or even earlier? Taking for 
granted that an earlier date is intended, one may 
venture the supposition that, towards the close of 
the eighteenth century, the Duke of Gordon may 
probably have been the superior of Leitcheston, that 
Cosmo Gordon of Cluny may perhaps have been 
overlord of Clunybeg, and that the other places 
mentioned fell under the jurisdiction of Lord Fife, 
who at that date was by far the largest landowner in 
the county. Perplexity. 

733. JoNET Kirk (2nd S., VII., 173).— The Scot- 
tish Kirks are descended from David Kirk, a valiant 
burgess of Edinburgh, who fell fighting for his coun- 
try's liberty in 1549, and whose brother, a Romish 
priest, was strongly suspected of leanings towards 
the Protestant religion. Of the same family, among 



several who became Protestant clereymen there 
were two ministers of Aberfoyle in Perthshire, father 
and son, the younger of whom was noted for learn- 
ing, and is traditionally believed to have been carried 
off by the fairies. Jonet Kirk, in all likelihood, was 
one of the Scottish Kirks. The English branch of 
the family frequently spell the name with a final 
e — Kirke. Colonel Percy Kirke of Kirke's Lambs 
(said to have been the son of a gentleman in atten- 
dance on King Charles), who emerged from obscurity 
at Tangier, blossomed into notoriety during Mon- 
mouth's rebellion, and fell into merited oblivion after 
the relief of Londonderry — was almost certainly an 
Englishman. His Christian name, Percy, and 
savage character, as pictured by Macaulay, render 
it extremely improbable that any kindly blood of the 
Scottish Kirks flowed in his veins. S. 

734. Aberdeen Painters (2nd S., VII., 173).— 
May I take the liberty of suggesting that the persons 
named in this query were what might be called house 
painters and decorators rather than artists in the 
strict sense of the word ? It is difficult otherwise to 
account for the oblivion that has settled over their 
names. W. 

735. Robert Colvile (2nd S., VIL, 173).— I am 
not aware that the lines quoted have appeared any- 
where else. As suggested in the query, Colvill of 
Hiltoun, who fell at Flodden, was in all probability 
the author of the lines. S. 



736. Ballad on the Battle of Bannockburn 
(2nd S., VII., 174). — John Nicholson, Kirkcudbright, 
was much more than a mere printer of chap-books. 
He was an enterprising publisher at a period when 
the issue of anything more ambitious than a 2 pp. 
newspaper from a small country town was something 
of a phenomenon. Two books at least — issued from 
his press in the early forties of last century— are now 
somewhat eagerly sought after. As an author, he 
was known as an antiquary and local historian, but, 
as far as I am aware, never aspired to poetry, or even 
rhyme, being, no doubt, a man of sense, and recog- 
nising his limitations in this direction. The only 
thing one feels tolerably certain about in this query 
is that the chap-book entitled " Robert de Bruce's 
Garland" was not composed by Nicholson. His 
brother might have written it, but the theme lies 
quite outside William's vein. Old chap-book com- 
pilers were seldom very scrupulous about the use 
they made of earlier productions. It is possible that 
the chap-book in question was a mutilated or mangled 
version of Barbour or of Harvey. It may even have 
been an attempt — not very successful, as one gathers 
— to translate from the Latin Baston's panegyric 
on Bruce. On such a subject it is impossible to 
speak with confidence without knowing how the 
verse reads. But at all events, compared with the 
identification of chap-book writers, the search for the 
proverbial needle in the bundle of hay would be a 
pleasant recreation. S. 
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742. Provost Brown of Aberdeen and the ' 
Edinburgh Weekly yournal (2nd S., VII., 190).— 
In a note to a fearfully interleaved copy of my | 
"Aberdeen Awa'," opposite p. 7, I find this in- , 
serted: — '*In 1807 the Edinburgh Weekly Journal j 
was exposed for sale. It began in 1744, and William ! 
Smellie became its editor, 1767. Its circulation was 
1,500. Its receipts were: Sales £2,390, advertising 
£1,055— total £3^455; profits, £600. Mr. Wm. 
Blackwood of Edinburgh and Mr. A. Brown of 
Aberdeen jointly offered £1,830 for the property, 
but it was purchased by James Ballantyne, who 
expected the aid of Sir Walter Scott, and got it. 
In it were the letters of Malachi Malagrowther and 
portions of the Waver ley Novels. It ceased in 1848. 
(See Norric's "Edinburgh Newspapers," p. 20.) 
That the shrewd Wm. Blackwood and Mr. Alexander 
Brown, of Aberdeen, should have been combined in 
this adventure bespeaks mutual confidence in each 
other, and in the value of the property which Ballan- 
tyne acquired." George Walker. 

* 

Xiterature* 



The Scottish Clans and their Tartans^ with 
Notes, Small 8vo. Edinburgh and London : 
W. & A. K. Johnston, Limited. 1906. 2s. 6d. 

The abiding interest pertaining to the tartans 
and clan literature in general is the reason of 
the appearance of an eighth edition of the above 
handy work. This edition has been carefully 
revised and brought down to date by that en- 
thusiast, Mr. Henry Whyte (" Fio.m"), Glasgow, 
whose name is a suflficient guarantee that it will 
prove a reliable and trustworthy guide on the 
subject 

Besides a map of Scotland showing the dis- 
tribution of the clans in the sixteenth century, 
there are included ninety-six fine illustrations of 
tartans, which add so greatly to the permanent 
interest and value of the new edition before us. 
Its further value would be greatly enhanced 
were the publishers to include a bibliography 
of clan and regimental literature, a project, 
perhaps, they may keep in view. 

Inverness in the Fifteenth Century, l^y Evan 
M. Barron. R. Carruthers & Sons, Publishers, 
Inverness. 1906. [129 pp., crown 8vo. Price 

2S.] 

This volume enjoys the advantage of having 
been partly rehearsed as public lectures, and of 
having been already printed in the columns of 
the Inverness Courier. The author is duly and 
rightly impressed with the ancient importance 
of Inverness among the towns of the North. In 



his earlier chapters Mr. Barron has had to adopt 
a somewhat conjectural tone, but later, with the 
substantial help of the "Exchequer Rolls of 
Scoiland*'and several other important sources of 
information, he has succeeded in investing his 
narrative with a large amount of living interest. 
Treated in the same way, the author may be 
safely encouraged to continue his historical 
researches somewhat further. The materials 
continue abundant. The volume is well got up, 
and is fully indexed. 

* 
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ABERDEEN, AUGUST, 1906, 



FORFARSHIRE AS A FACTOR IN 
SCOTTISH LIFE AND THOUGHT. 

The readers of the essays which I have contri- 
buted to this periodical are aware that I believe 
I have established the fact that among the Scot- 
tish counties there is a select group of seven 
which conspicuously outdistance their fellows in 
respect to the number of notable persons born 
within their bounds. Forty years ago, when I 
first classified the Scottish counties on the prin- 
ciple indicated above, I found that the same 
seven counties, which at present constitute this 



select group, occupied almost precisely the same 
position as they hold to-day, although at that 
time the notables appearing on my county list 
were only 1,200 strong, as compared with the 
huge host of 11,025 names that figure there 
to-day. No doubt the order of precedence en- 
joyed by several of these counties has varied 
from time to time during the forty years and 
more in which my investigations have been 
going on. Thus, in 1866, this order stood as 
follows : — I. Edinburgh ; 2. Aberdeen ; 3. Lan- 
ark; 4. Fife ; 5. Ayr; 6. Perth ; 7. Forfar. To- 
day, when I have almost ten times as many 
names to classify as those whose birthplaces I 
had identified in 1866, I find that the order 
in which the seven premier counties now range 
themselves, when classified relatively to their 
comparative fertility in men of distinction, differs 
astonishingly little from the order which they 
followed at that early date in my researches into 
the subject. Thus, if I may so express myself, 
the order of merit which at present prevails 
among Scotland's seven premier counties stands 
as follows : — 

1. Edinburgh with 1,203 notables. 

2. Aberdeen with 1,141 notables. 

3. Lanark with 869 notables. 

4. Ayr with 755 notables. 

5. Fife with 728 notables. 

6. Forfar with 715 notables. 

7. Perth with 661 notables. 

This is an interesting and suggestive fact, and 
seems to me strongly to confirm my belief in 
the general accuracy of the conclusions which 
I have reached and which at various times I 
have set forth in the pages of this journal. In 
this connection, may I venture to draw the 
attention of my readers to a further remarkable 
corroboration of my whole {)osition in regard to 
this question which is contained in a number of 
carefully compiled statistics published last year 
by Mr. George Stronach, of Edinburgh, in that 
admirable religious and literary weekly called 
The Scottish Review. In the course of some 
half-dozen articles, Mr Stronach surveys and 
analyses the respective contributions of all the 
Scottish shires to the national muster roll of 
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eminence in all departments of intellectual merit 
and achievement. His survey is, of course, 
more restricted than mine, and is carried out 
moreover on principles not exactly identical 
with those that have guided me. Nevertheless, 
having taken the trouble to sum up the total 
results obtained by him in his analysis of the 
six varieties of Scottish talent and achievement 
whose representative men he has traced to their 
natal counties, it has gratified me exceedingly 
to discover that the order of merit of his seven 
premier counties is almost exactly that which I 
nave stated above. Thus, he puis— 

Edinburgh first with 413 notables ; 
Aberdeen second with 345 notables ; 
Lanark third with 265 notables ; 
Forfar fourth with 205 notables ; 
Ayr fifth with 203 notables ; 
Fife sixth with 200 notables ; 
Perth seventh with 1 56 notables. 

I cannot help thinking that a fact like that I 
have just stated imparts a solidity and a sense 
of trustworthiness to the .claim which I have so 
often preferred on behalf of Scotland's seven 
premier counties that few or none of my readers 
will be inclined to canvass or resist. 

I do not, however, expect the same general 
agreement with my views when I proceed once 
more to elaborate the theory which, in default 
of a better, I am still inclined to propound, as 
tending to explain, if it does not fully account 
for, the intellectual superiority which some Scot- 
tish districts exhibit over others in respect to 
their relative productiveness of men of mark. I 
assume, of course, that my readers are familiar 
with the general outline of my views on this 
matter, and therefore that they know that I 
believe that we have a rational and credible 
ground for thinking that the natives of each of 
Scotland's seven premier counties, apart alto- 
gether from any question of original racial 
superiority, or of present social advantages 
which they may be supposed to possess over 
the natives of other Scottish counties, have, all 
of them, as contrasted with regions less relatively 
fertile in intellectual power, been called upon to 
make special sacrifices and to perform unique 
services on behalf of those particular ideals of 
life and duty which from time to time have 
gained the hearts and commanded the intellects 
of the Scottish people as a whole, and that to 
this fact I ascribe their pre-eminence over their 
fellows. 

In opposition to this view, it is, of course, 
open to the objector to remark, as it has been 
more than once remarked to myself, that it is 
not surprising to find the prominent place as 



regards their notable men occupied by the seven 
counties I have described as so conspicuously 
outdistancing their fellows in intellectual pro- 
ductiveness, seeing that they are all among the 
largest as well as the most populous of Scottish 
counties. But, while I do not deny that there 
is some force in the objection just stated, never- 
theless I believe it is a mistake to exaggerate 
its importance. Thus, while it is true that, as 
regards their superficial area, three of my elect 
group of Scottish counties do appear among the 
seven Scottish counties that are territorially the 
largest, viz., Perth, Aberdeen and Ayr, which 
rank respectively fourth, sixth, and seventh as 
regards the matter of their size, yet it should be 
borne in mind that the four really largest Scot- 
tish counties all belong to the Highlands, are 
inhabited almost exclusively by Celts, and are 
represented by Inverness, the largest of all, by 
Argyll, which ranks second in superficial area, 
and by Ross and Sutherland, which rank re- 
spectively third and fifth in this particular. It 
is, moreover, worth noticing that not one of 
these counties, with the exception of Argyll, has 
produced relatively either to its size or its 
population as many notables as, all things being 
equal, we might reasonably have expected from 
it. On the other hand, it is equally note- 
worthy that four of that group of Scottish 
counties which my statistics show to have been 
pre-eminently worthy alike intellectually and 
spiritually, are seen, when considered in relation 
to their superficial area, to occupy a position 
relatively very low, Forfar, for example, ranking 
only tenth, Lanark eleventh, Fife sixteenth, and 
Edinburgh twenty-second in this respect. 

On the other hand it must be admitted that, 
when considered from the point of view of their 
relative populousness, a stronger case may be 
made out on behalf of this objection above 
indicated. For it is undoubtedly true that at 
the last census, and, indeed, at every census 
taken since 1801 as well as in 1755 1790-8, 
at least six of my elect counties have always 
figured among the first seven most populous 
Scottish counties. These six, it is true, have 
not always been the same counties. Thus, in 
connection with an estimated census taken by 
the parish ministers of Scotland in 1755 and 
again in 1790-8, Ayrshire ranked in the one 
instance eighth and in the other ninth on the 
list of Scottish counties as regards the number 
of its inhabitants. On the other hand, it is an 
interesting fact that from 1801, the date of the 
first imperial census, up till 1831, my elect seven 
counties and the most populous seven turn out 
to be the same. In 1831, however, a change 
occurred. For, relatively to its population, Fife 
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in that year slipped down to the eighth place, 
while Renfrew took the seventh place, a place 
which that county has not only since held, but 
has improved. Thus, at the last census in 190 1 

I Renfrew ranked fifth among the counties of 
Scotland as regards its population, while Perth 
had altogether fallen out of the group, a con- 
dition of things which, so far as that county is 
concerned, has prevailed ever since 1841, at which 
date Fife was restored to its former place of 
honour, while Perth contemporaneously stepped 

' down from its pedestal. It is not, therefore, 
solely due to their populousness that the seven 

' counties, which I am wont to reckon among 
Scotland's elect counties, occupy the prominent 
position that they do. 

I have already shown, in my essays on Ajrr, 
Aberdeen, and Berwick, that one at least of the 
causes, and, in my judgment, not the least 

, important of the causes, producing the nobler 
type of manhood discovered in these counties 

' has probably, if not certainly, been the large part 

' which at certain critical moments in the nation's 
history was taken by the natives of these dis- 
tricts in the toils and sacrifices, the martyrdoms 
and conflicts by which our political and religious 
liberties have been gained and maintained. If 
I can show, therefore, that in the case of Forfar- 
shire also a similar state of things prevails, I 
will have gone at least some length to corro- 
borate the general position which, as the result 
of a prolonged study of Scottish history and 
Scottish biography, I have come to take up. 

Now, this claim on behalf of Forfarshire is one 
which I will have no difficulty in establishing. 
For no one can carefully scrutinise a work like 
the "Historic Scenes in Forfarshire," by the 
late Ur. Marshall of Coupar- Angus, or like "The 
Land of the Lindsays," by Dr. Jervise, or Alex- 
ander Warden's ** History of Forfarshire," with- 

^ out being deeply impressed with the notable and 
influential part in our national history that has 
been played alike by the leaders of the people 
identified with this district and by the rank and 

^ file that followed them. For there is not a 
parish in the county which is not by these 
writers shown to hold the site of some ancient 

* battlefields, or of some old castles and houses, 

i full of historical interest and recalling the names 

' and renown of families whose characters and 
achievements tended to the fate and influenced 
the feelings of the whole nation, while the books 
themselves are replete with ancedotes of memor- 

' able incidents, resulting from party strife or 
connected with desperate attempts to keep or 

i regain power, and entailing the rismg and falling 
of families or of private individuals as they 

f followed the ruling spirits of the times. And 



no one, I am sure, can read these volumes with 
open mind and not come to the conclusion that 
both the county and the people there delineated 
have strongly marked characteristics of their 
own. Specially I think this is seen to be true 
of the people. For there is a striking and 
enduring individuality everywhere discernible in 
the literature dealing with the men of Angus, 
an individuality which the peculiarity of their 
dialect tends to accentuate. This fact comes 
out with a photographic intensity that is abso- 
lutely demonstrative in the writings of perhaps 
the greatest of living Scots novelists, himself a 
native of Angus, and the popular delineator of 
the social life of Thrums. For who can read 
the graphic sketches of character with which 
every one of Mr. Barrie's books is filled without 
recognising that the district which can produce 
men and women of the robust and abiding 
individuality therein depicted must be one 
which, beyond many in Scotland, is inhabited 
by a race of rare distiuction and force of 
character. 

Into the causes that have developed the out- 
spoken candour, the intrepid honesty, the shy 
and proud self-respect, the tender pathos, the 
overflowing humour, and the strong sagacity 
and hard, common sense that are so abundant 
among the people of this shire, I cannot enter 
at length. But I think it worth while observing 
that the soil of Forfarshire bears token, as few 
Scottish shires do, to the number and variety of 
the races that at different times have occupied 
it. Thus, no other Scottish county, I believe, 
contains so many memorials of vanished races. 
The strange weems or underground residences, 
the homes of a long-forgotten tribe of troglo- 
dytes, are here both more numerous and in 
better preservation than in any other part of 
Scotland. Then there are Roman and British 
camps in considerable numbers and in excellent 
condition. Vitrified forts, too, are still to be 
met with on many of the hillsides, and the 
cromlechs and Druid circles, which point back 
to the religious rites of our ancient Celtic and 
Pictish forefathers, are by no means uncommon. 
Then, again, there are antiquaries who hold that 
in the strange, undecipbered sculptured stones 
which are particularly plentiful in this district 
we have indication of the conquest of this region 
by an early and now-forgotten race, who, per- 
haps, first brought the arts of agriculture mto 
these valleys, and dispossessed the nomadic 
tribes of hunters and fishers by whom they were 
originally occupied. Personally, however, I must 
remark here that I altogether dissent from the 
view I have just indicated^ believing, as I do, 
with most recent writers on this subject, that 
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these stones are really memorials of the early 
Christian period in Scotland, and that they are 
the product of the art of the Picts as affected by 
the religious influences communicated to them 
by the Culdee or Scottish missionaries by whom 
the Gospel was introduced into the North of 
Scotland. Certain at least it is that we have 
in Brechin, and particularly in the Round Tower 
of that ancient town, evident traces of the exist- 
ence there of a former seat of the Culdee faith 
and worship, while in the numerous sculptured 
stones found in Aberlemno, Arbroath, St. 
Vigeans, Menmuir, and other parishes we have 
tokfins of the hold which at a comparatively 
early period the Culdee missionaries obtained 
over the rude Pictish tribes who occupied the 
territory between the Tay and the Spey. Finally 
here, I would remark that there is not a parish 
on the Angus seaboard which has not memories 
of the constant Danish and Norse invasions 
which, from the eighth to the eleventh century, 
led to so many bloody conflicts between the 
inhabitants of those seaside regions and these 
fierce Vikings. Every parish here had, indeed, 
its own battlefield, in which sometimes the Scots 
and sometimes the Danes are said to have pre- 
vailed, while the invading Angle or Saxon, too, 
has no less indelibly given proof of his un- 
welcome presence. For, in the parish of Dun- 
nichen, the site of a great battle is still pointed 
out, in which Egfrid, King of the Angles of 
Northumbria, was defeated and slain in the year 
685. Similarly, the later rivalry between the 
Scots and the Picts which closed in the victory 
of the former ; and the blending of both king- 
doms under the sceptre of Kenneth M 'Alpine 
has also stamped its memories behind it in the 
sites of battles fought at Auchterhouse, Re- 
stennet, Rescobie, and elsewhere in the shire. 
It is quite clear, therefore, that during the long, 
dark ages in which the diverse hostile tribes 
and races that ultimately united to form the 
present Scottish nation were wrestling together 
for predominance, this little nook of Scottish 
soil had probably more than its share of the 
agony of the strife, and certainly saw as much 
as any other Scottish shire did of " the drums 
and tramplings" that preceded and led up to 
the final consolidation of the Scottish kingdom 
in the line of Kenneth. * 

But, deep as must hive been the impression 
left on the people of this region by the strenuous 
and anxious life that, as I have shown, they were 
forced for many pre-historic centuries to lead, 
yet personally I have been in the habit of thinking 
that it was not in these early ages, but rather 
in the conflict which for three centuries Scotland 
carried on against the superior might of Eng- 



land, that the Scottish people gained, as a race, 
that unconquerable will, that spirit of patient and 
resolute self-denial, and that capacity alike for 
labour and for sacrifice which have made them 
play so large and worthy a part in the subse- 
quent development and expansion of the British 
Empire. And in this connection I reckon it as 
a considerable confirmation of my views that For- 
farshire, though far removed from the Border- 
land, which was the chief scene of the strife 
between the two countries, yet took a very active 
part in the whole course of this protracted con- 
flict. The patriot Wallace, it is well known, 
obtained much of his early training in Dundee, 
in this shire, and it was here, too, that he gave 
the first sign of his being the destined deliverer 
of his country. For, on being rudely insulted 
by young Selby, the son of the English governor 
of that town, the high-spirited Scottish youth, 
unable to brook such insolence, rose upon his 
oppressor, and in an instant the haughty 
Southron lay at the hero's feet bleeding and 
dying. From that hour Wallace was the sworn 
foe of the tyrant oppressors of his native land, 
and, beginning immediately thereafter, his career 
as a guerilla leader of other men as desperate 
enemies of the English as himself, in two years' 
time he was able to return to the captive town 
where he had been so roughly used, and to 
liberate it from its bonds. I may add here that 
among the Scottish hero's most gallant sup- 
porters was a native of Dundee, Alexander 
Scrimgeour by name, whom Wallace made 
Hereditary Constable of Scotland as a reward 
for his services. Nor was this the only Forfar- 
shire scene in which noble deeds were done 
during the War of Independence : almost every 
important town in Angus has its own stirring 
memories in connection with the strife, for 
they were all both taken and re- taken more 
than once in the course of the conflict, while, as 
is well known, it was in the Abbey of Arbroath, 
in 1320, that Robert the BYuce held that Parlia- 
ment which so nobly declared Scotland's inde- 
pendence and embodied the declaration in a 
remonstrance to the Pope, the reading of which 
is said to have made even that haughty ecclesi- 
astic tremble. The remonstrance was written 
by Bernard of Linton, then Chancellor of Scot- 
land and Abbot of Arbroath. As is well-known, 
the occasion of the remonstrance was the action 
of the Pope on behalf of the English king. For 
Edward II., having in vain attempted to subdue 
Scotland by force, had, it seems, sought, and 
not unsuccessfully, to enlist the Church of Rome 
on his side. The Pope suffered himself to be 
bribed, and, for the sake of England's gold, the 
servile and venal John XXII. made himself the 
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ready tool of England's ambition. He com- 
manded a two years' truce between England 
and Scotland, studiously, however, withholding 
from Bruce the title of king. That monarch, 
therefore, disregarded the truce when it was 
proclaimed, alleging that the Robert Bruce 
addressed might be some person among his 
barons who bore the same name as himself, 
and that, at all events, he could receive no 
communication that was not addressed to him- 
self personally under the title of king. Enraged 
at such high-spirited conduct, the Holy Father 
then emitted the thunder of his excommuni- 
cation against Bruce and his adherents. But 
this act only roused the indignation of Scotland 
to the highest pitch, and the Parliament of 1320 
gave voice to it in a manifesto whose terms 
and tones yet awaken responsive echoes in the 
bosom of all their descendants worthy of such a 
parentage. 1 have no space to give a full 
analysis of this memorable State document, but 
I must find room for its closing words, where, 
after avowing their determination to stand by 
their crowned king as their rightful sworn lord 
so long as he continues to champion their 
national independence, the lords and barons in 
Parliament assembled proceed emphatically to 
declare that if their king should fail them in 
this matter they would at once disown him and 
renounce their allegiance. For, said they, "If 
he should show an inclination to subject us or 
our kingdom to the King of England or to his 
people, then we declare that we shall use our 
utmost effort to expel him from the throne as our 
enemy and the subverter of his own and of our 
right, and we will chose another king to reign 
over us, who will be able to defend us, for as 
long as a hundred Scotsmen are left alive we 
will never be subject to the dominion of Eng- 
land. It is not for glory, riches, or honour that 
we fight, but for that liberty which no good man 
will consent to lose but with his life." 

( To be continued), 

♦ 

Cabrach Gordons.— Charles Gordon of the 
Reekimlane (or, rather, Daugh family), who was 
educated at the Grammar School, Aberdeen, is 
married to Isabella Grant, daughter of Major 
William Grant, J. P., distiller, Balvenie House, 
Dufftown, and represents that firm in Black- 
bum. He has — 

William Grant Gordon. 
Janet Sheed (iordon. 
Elizabeth Grant Gordon. 

J. M. B. 



INEDITED POEMS BY LEYDEN. 

In the centenary edition of Leyden's poems 
(1875), undertaken by Mr. Thomas Brown for 
the Edinburgh Borderers' Union, it is stated to 
be "an issue of his complete poetical works." 
I do not think that it can fairly claim to be that, 
for I miss several pieces by the great Orientalist 
which should have been there. First of all, 
Leyden's droll epistle to Scott, written at Lon- 
don in January, 1 803, descriptive of an interview 
with Mr. George Ellis, the antiquary and editor 
of " Early English Romances." It is a clever 
imitation of one of those metrical tales of the 
fourteenth century which Ellis had recently 
published. As Lockhart, a very fastidious man, 
had inserted it in his " Life of Sir Walter Scott," 
it ought to have been included in a complete 
edition of Leyden's verse. Then, again, there 
are the verses to Mrs. Buller, written in Calcutta 
in 181 1, the year of his death in Java. I copy 
them from Froude's " Life of Carlyle," Vol. 1.— 
probably they were transcribed by Carlyle him- 
self when acting as tutor to Charles Buller, who 
was born in Calcutta. Leyden compliments the 
lady thus : — 

On Seeing Mrs. Duller in a Highland 
Dress. 

That bonnet's pride, that tartan's flow, 

My soul with wild emotion fills ; 
Methinks 1 see in fancy's glow 

A princess from the Land of Hills. 
Oh for a fairy's hand to trace 

The rainbow tints that rise to ! 
That slender form of sweeter grace 

Than e'er Malvina's poet drew. 
Her brilliant eye, her streaming hair, 

Her skin's soft splendours do display 
The finest pencil must despair 

Till it can paint the solar ray. 

But a more unaccountable omission is that of 
several sonnets which he contributed to the 
Editibuf^h Annual Register for 18 10. They 
are five m number, two of which, considerably 
altered, are in Brown's book ("The Sabbath" 
and "Parting with a Fnend"), but the other 
three are not there at all. The Register was con- 
ducted by Scott and the Ballantynes, and likely 
enough Leyden forwarded the pieces from India. 
They are heralded in large type : " Sonnets, 
by Dr. John Leyden," so there is no room for 
doubt. Of the three sonnets omitted one is on 
"Memory," another on "The Lark," but the 
third, which has a melancholy interest to the 
lovers of genius prematurely cut off, ought to 
have been preserved from oblivion. I subjoin 
it:— 
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Sonnet to a Mossy Gravestone in Cavers 
Churchyard. 

Where waves the grass beneath yon cypress' shade, 
A shapeless, mossy, time-corroded stone, 
Rain-driird, with furrowy surface, stands alone : 

I wish my head at last may there be laid, 

Without sepulchral pomp or vain parade. 
Such mockery the dead refuse to own, 
111 suited to the unseemly yellow bone 

That lies beneath the grassy rind to fade. 

Yet there the peasant's sober steps shall pass 

Whene'er the sacred Sabbath morn shall rise, 
And the slow bell to morning prayer shall toll ; 

And while his staff divides the rustling grass, 

** Here sleeps a youth unknown to fame!" he cries — 
" Calm be his sleep, and Heaven receive his soul! " 

This was not to be, for, as Scott sings— 
A distant and a deadly shore 
Has Leyden's cold remains. 

Readers will remember the closing lines of the 
"Scenes of Infancy": — 

Rash youth ! unmindful of thy early days, 
Why didst thou quit the peasant's simple lot ? 
Why didst thou leave the peasant's turf-built cot. 
The ancient graves where all thy fathers lie, 
And Teviot's stream that long has murmured by ? 
Rash youth, beware! Thy home-bred virtues save. 
And sweetly sleep in thy paternal grave. 

I got my copy of the Register here in Melbourne 
at an old bookstall, and probably there may be 
other poems by Leyden in previous numbers. 
There is no copy of this poet in our public 
library, and indeed there are very few of any 
Scottish poet, therefore I do not know if the 
poems I have specified are in any other edition 
of Leyden. There is a spurious song, which 
appeared in the Scots Magazine of 1808, attri- 
buted to him — a " Farewell to the Banks of the 
Ken," in Galloway, mainly on account of this 
verse : — 

With aching heart, with frenzied soul, 
I quit the Ken's meandering tide ; 

I go where Indian oceans roll. 
Where Ganges and Hydaspes glide. 

Some Galloway bard will probably father this 
effusion, but I am confident that Leyden did 
not write it. Probably some of your readers 
may know of more inedited poems. 

I was almost forgetting some eulogistic lines 
addressed to Anne, daughter of Dr. Robert 
Anderson, an Edinburgh literary magnate at the 
beginning of last century. The lady became 
the wife of David Irving, LL.D., and on her 
death in 1812 he published a memorial volume, 
dedicated to Principal Brown of Aberdeen Uni- 
versity, which contained verses by Leyden, Alex. 
Murray, David Carey, and others. I have not 



seen that book, but I do not think "The Dryad's 
Warning," which Leyden sent to Dr. Anderson, 
could be the verses specified. 

Finally, I would like to know who was the 
"Aurelia" of Leyden's muse. He has embalmed 
her name in the ** Scenes of Infancy," and else- 
where writes of her in a most impassioned strain. 
She must have been some bonnie Scottish lassie 
of whom he was enamoured. 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 
♦ 

The Borestone a "Boar Stone." — The 
theory is advanced by Mr. John Allan, a well- 
known Stirling architect, that the Borestone at 
Bannockbum is a stone of sacrifice — for boars, 
among other animals — dating from ages whereof 
we have no written record. Mr. Allan points 
to the antique remains with which the spot is 
surrounded, the situation of the stone itself, 
and the likeness of the stone to sacrificial stones 
scattered all over the country. He regards it 
as highly probable that a Christian cross was 
erected on the stone in the tenth or eleventh 
century in order to hallow it. Hence Bruce's 
choice of the locus for rearing his standard. 
Mr. Allan purposes reading a paper on the sub- 
ject to the local Archaeological Society, which 
possesses some very competent critics. Hitherto 
the popular belief has been that the Borestone 
took its name simply from the bore, or orifice, 
in it, and that Bruce had drilled the hole to 
receive the pole of his standard. — Aberdeen 
Daily Journal^ 7th July, 1906. 

" Proposals " have just been issued by Messrs. 
Oliphant, Anderson, & Ferrier for the publica- 
tion of a " History of the Tron Kirk and Parish 
of Edinburgh," by the Rev. Dugald Butler, 
M.A., minister of the Tron Kirk. The work is 
to be in crown quarto, well printed and illus- 
trated — promises that may be relied on, coming 
from such experts as are both author and pub- 
lishers. 



"Brown's Deeside Guide" (2nd S., VII., 
187). — Mr. Robert Anderson writes : — I have a 
note from Mr. William Walker, 65 Argyll Place, 
who says: — "It may confirm your suggestion 
that the * Deeside Guide ' was published in 1 832, 
to know that the late Professor Child, of Har- 
vard, once wrote me that he had Joseph Robert- 
son's own interleaved copy of the book, and that 
there was written on the fly-leaf, in Robertson's 
own hand: 'Written hurriedly in supply of the 
press in April and May, 1832. — J. R'" 
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AN ACT NATURALIZING A GORDON. 



Strange as it may appear, it was formerly 
necessary for a foreigner to have an Act of 
Parliament passed in order to become natural- 
ized. A case in point is the private Act for 
naturalizing Maria Gordon, otherwise Allan, 
spinster, March 7, 1796. (36 George III., No. 
69.) The Act never seems to have been printed, 
and the only copy in existence is the manuscript 
one in the House of Lords Library, which I 
have had copied, sending the official copy to 
fill up the gap in the collection of Private Acts 
of Parliament in the British Museum. The 
document is as follows : — 

Humbly Beseecheth your Most Excellent 
Majesty, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons in this present Parliament assembled, 
Maria Gordon, otherwise Allan, Spinster, born 
at Petersburgh in Russia, out of your Majesty's 
allegiance, professing the true Protestant Religion, 
and having given Testimony of her Loyalty and 
Fidelity to your Majesty and the good of the 
Kingdom of Great Britain, That it may be En- 
act^ AND be it Enacted by the King's Most 
Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and 
Commons in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, That she, the 
said Maria Gordon, otherwise Allan, shall be 
and is hereby from henceforth Naturalized, and 
shall be adjudged and taken to all Intents and 
Purposes to be Naturalized, and as a free born 
Subject of this Kingdom of Great Britain, and 
she shall be from henceforth adjudged, reputed, 
and taken to be in every Condition, Respect, and 
Degree free to all Intents, Purposes, and Con- 
structions as if she had been born a natural Sub- 
ject within this Kingdon of Great Britain. And 
be it further Enacted, Declared, and Ordained by 
the Authority aforesaid. That she, the said Maria 
Gordon, otherwise Allan, shall be, and she is 
hereby enabled and abjudged able to ail Intents, 
Purposes, and Constructions whatsoever, to inherit 
and be inheritable and inherited, and to demand, 
challenge, ask, take, retain, have, and enjoy all 
or any Manors, Lands, Tenements, or Heredita- 
ments, Goods, Chattels, Debts, Estates, and all 
other Privileges and Immunities, Benefits, and 
Advantages in Law and Equity belonging to the 
Liege people and natural born Subjects of this 
Kingdom, and to make her resort or Pedigree as 
Heir to her Ancestors lineal or collateral, by reason 
of any Descent, Remainder, Reverter, Right, Title, 
Conveyance, Legacy, or Bequest whatsoever, 
which hath, may, or shall from henceforth descend, 
remain, revert, accrue, or grow due unto her, as 
also from henceforth to take, have, retain, keep, 
and enjoy all Manors, Lands, Tenements, and 
Hereditaments which she shall have by way of 



purchase or Gift of any Person or Persons whom- 
soever, and to prosecute, pursue, maintain, avow, 
justify, and defend all and all Manner of Actions, 
Suits, and Causes, and all other things to do as 
lawfully, liberally, freely, and surely as if she had 
been born of British parents within this Kingdom, 
and as any Person or Persons born or derived 
from British parents within this Kmgdom may 
lawfully in any wise do, and she, the said Maria 
Gordon, otherwise Allan, in all Things and to 
all Intents and Purposes shall be taken to be and 
shall be a Natural Liege Subject of this Kingdom 
of Great Britain, any Law, Act, Statute, Pro- 
vision, Custom, Ordinance, or other Matter or 
Thing whatsoever to the contrary notwithstanding. 
And be it further Enacted that she, the said 
Maria Gordon, otherwise Allan, shall not here- 
by be enabled to have any Grant of Lands, Tene- 
ments, or Hereditaments from the Crown to 
herself or any other Person or Persons in Trust 
for her, any Thing herein contained to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. And be it further Enacted 
That she, the said Maria Gordon, otherwise 
Allan, shall not hereby obtain or become intitled 
to claim within any Foreign Country any of the 
immunities and Indulgencies in Trade, which are, 
or may be, enjoyed or claimed therein by natural 
born British Subjects by virtue of any Treaty or 
otherwise, unless she, the said Maria Gordon, 
otherwise Allan, shall have inhabited and resided 
within Great Britain or the Dominions thereunto 
belonging, for the Space of Seven Years subse- 
quent to the first Day of this present Session of 
Parliament, and shall not have been absent out of 
the same for a longer Space than two Months at 
any one time during the said Seven years, any 
Thing herein contained to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

It would be interesting to know who Maria 
Gordon, otherwise Allan, spinster, was. It is 
difficult to decide whether her real name was 
Gordon or Allan. 

J. M. Bulloch. 
♦ 

TvlARSHAL Keith. — The name of Keith is as 
great a crux in pronunciation to the German as 
tub is to a Durham yokel, the first being sounded 
Kite and the latter toob. I wished to see the 
statue to our countryman in Kaiser Wilhelm 
Platz, Berlin, a replica of which is, I understand, 
in Peterhead. When I said Keith, my German 
guide asseverated there was never anyone of 
that name associated with the great Fritz. I 
spelt out the word, and he laughed as he said, 
"Ach ! You means Von Kite ! Der teufel ! Vat 
you call him Keess for?" I was then taken to 
the Platz and saw the statue, and portraits after- 
wards in the Arsenal at Berlin and San Souci 
Palace. Alba. 

Melbourne, Australia. 
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THE CANT FAMILY. 

I was much interested in the article by "Alba" 
in Scottish Notes and Queries^ Vol. VII., 2nd 
Series, p. 162, and as I happen at present to be 
engaged upon another work which occasions 
my having the Edinburgh University copy of 
the "Registrum Magni Sigilli Regum Scot, 
1513-1546," in my possession, I have gone over 
it and noted all the charters which refer to the 
family in question. A brief glance over these 
may not be void of interest, and should be of 
value as an aid to anyone at present engaged 
in working out the Cant genealogy. 

Taking them in chronological order, the first 
charter referring to a Cant is No. 2, dated at 
Edinburgh, October 2, 1513, by which the king 
(James V.), grants to Mariote Brown, her heirs 
and assignees, on account of her husband having 
been slain in battle while in the king's service, 
along with several other items, "terram sive 
locum habitationis ex parte boreali dicti burgi 
[Edinburgh] infra tenementum quond. Henrici 
Cant, extenden ad 13 mere, unde exibant 8 
mere." Two years later, viz., on 14th July, 151 5, 
" Rex &c. concessit Johanni Cant incole ville de 
Leith, heredibus ejus et assignatis, — tenementum 
terre in dicta villa ex parte australi acjue ejusdem 
. . . quod pertinebat quond. Johanni Patersoun, 
tent de abbate et conventu de Melrose in feodi- 
firma pro 30 sol. annuatim, et post mortem dicti 
Joh. concessum fuit per diet abbatem, &c." 

The next charter m the Register refers pre- 
sumably to the John Cant, burgess in Edinburgh, 
mentioned by " Alba " as the benefactor to St. 
Anthony's Chapel, and as it is of some interest 
I propose to give it in full : — "Apud Edinburgh, 
25 Maii, 1 517. Rex, &c, ad manum mortuam 
confirmavit cartam Johannis Cant, burgensis de 
Edinburgh ac dom. terrarum subscriptarum, — 
[qua, — cum consensu Agnetis Kerkettill sponse 
sue, necnon D. Joh. Craufurd capellani c[ui dictas 
terras de dicto Joh. tenuit, — in puram elimosinam 
concessit Josine Henrisoun ceterisque consorori- 
bus Ordinis S. Dominici S. Katherine de 
Cenis vulgariter nuncupa{, in loco earum apud 
ecclesiam S. Johannis Baptiste super terras dicti 
Joh. Craufurd fundat Deo servientibus, earum- 
que successoribus, — 18 acras teirarum arabilium 
edificatarum et vastarum messuagii B. Egidii, 
jacen. inter ceteras suas terras de Sanct-Gelis- 
grange et terras communis more Edinburgi, 
vie. Edinburgh ; cum jure patronatus, proficuo, 
&c., dicte ecclesie per dictum Joh. Craufurde 
fuhdate; — quas dictus Joh. Craufurd personaliter 
resignavit : — Reddend annuatim 10 mercas 
capellano altaris S. Stephani in ecclesia metro- 
politana Glasguen ; necnon cantado altam mis- 



sam &c. : — Reservato libero tenemento dicto 
Joh. Craufurde :— Test, &c. . . . — Apud burgum 
de Edinburgh, 17 Apr. 1517]:— Insuper ratifi- 
cavit omnes cartas &c., dictis Sororibus factas : 
Test, &c." 

This transaction is thus referred to in the 
Burgh Records of Edinburgh, under date 5th 
January, 1516-17 : — "The quhilk day Schir 
Johne Craufurd, fundour patrone and chaplane 
of Sanct Johnis Kirk of the Burrowmure of 
Edinburgh, translatis and adnullis the funda- 
tioun and mortificatioun maid of befor, that is 
to say, that the said Schir Johne Craufurd gaif 
the said kirk, kirkyard, with housis biggit and 
to be biggit, yard, and all his land and akris 
byand thairto, contenit in his said first fundation 
and mortification, to Jasina Henrison and to 
the laif of the sistoris of thar ordour of Saint 
Katherine de Senis, thai garrand sing thare hie 
mes and antiphone of our Lady dailie, and uther 
suffrage for hys and thare saulis, etc., etc. . . . 
Testibus, dommo Georgeo Newton archideacono 
Dunblanenai, fratri Johanne Spens, prouinciale 
ordinis fratrum predicatorum, magistro Johanne 
Rynd, dominis Johanne Cant, Johanne Lithgow, 
capellanis Jacobo Goldsmyth, Andrea Johnes- 
ton, Francisco Blakstok, Johanne Andirson," 
Cant's Close referred to by "Alba" was not 
named from this John Cant, as, under date 4th 
October, 1514, in the same Records, we find 
that, " for eschewing of this contagious sickness 
of pestilence be Goddis grace," the provost, 
bailies, and council ordained that the town be 
divided into four quarters to be assigned to four 
bailies, etc. The first quarter was to be "frae 
the Castelhill to Alexander Cant's Close," and 
the second "fra Alexander Cant's Close to Leyth 
Wynd," and so on. Who this Alexander Cant 
was I have not yet discovered. There, however, 
is an entry in the Records at 3rd September, 
1535 : — "Katherein Mayne, convict, to deid for 
airt and pairt of the slawchter of Alexander 
Cant, hir husband, the dome gevin, and execu- 
tion deferrit quhill scho wer lichter. In the 
convict buik of that daitt." 

Again, by a charter dated loth June, 1526, 
"terras quondam Hen. Cant senioris," is specified 
as adjoining "terram ex parte boreali vici rcgii," 
in Edinburgh, which the king granted to Archi- 
bald Douglas, senior burgess of Edinburgh, and 
Isabella Hoppare, his spouse. The same Hen. 
Cant, in January, 1 527-8, is again immortalised 
for a similar reason ; and in a charter dated 
23rd March of the same year, a "Henricus Cant 
de Ovir-Libertoun " (whether the same Henry 
as the above, I do not know), as having sold 
to Robert Bruce of Wester-Bynnyng, " annuum 
redditum 2 marcarum de terris ville de Ovir- 
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Goger ac molendino earundem, vie. Edinburgh." 
This is witnessed by "M. Math. Cant consan- 
guineo dicti Hen." 

In a charter dated Glasgow, 25th July, 1528, 
we find D. Hen. Cant mentioned as having 
witnessed one relating to the lands of Carpow in 
the barony of Abernethy, county Perth, which 
was dated in Dundee, ist February, 1524. Also 
in a deed dated at Edinburgh, loth May, 1529, 
he is again referred to as a witness of the charter 
by which a part of the lands of Finlarg, in the 
county of Forfar, was sold to William Carmichael 
of Carpow, and Isabella Rollak, his spouse. This 
also was dated in Dundee (8th May, 1529), and 
yet again on 13th March, 1530, he witnesses the 
charter "apud burgum de Dunde," by which the 
above William Carmichael, with the consent of 
Isabella Rollak, his spouse, concedes to William, 
his nephew, the son and heir of the late Alex- 
ander Carmichael, burgess of Dundee, and to 
the lawful heirs male of his body, etc., the 
western half of the lands of Ethibetoun, in the 
barony of Kerymure, county Forfar. This also 
is mentioned m a charter given at Edinburgh, 
loth April, 1 531. I do not suppose this Henry 
to be a near connection of the Edinburgh family 
referred to in the earlier documents. He was 
more probably a relation or progenitor of the 
famous Rev. Andrew Cant. It would be inter- 
esting to learn what was his connection with the 
Carmichaels of Carpow. Perhaps someone may 
be able to throw a little light on these matters. 

W. Saunders. 

I Summerbank, 
Edinburgh. 

( To be continued). 

♦ 

ROYAL VISITS TO ABERDEEN. 

Address to Charles II. 

In view of the approaching inauguration of 
the new Marischal College buildings by King 
Edward VII., it is interesting to note that two 
centuries and a half have elapsed since one of 
our kings last visited the Granite City. 

On Thursday, 27th June, 1650, Charles II., 
accompanied by his mistress, Lucy Walters, 
arrived in Aberdeen, having landed at Spey- 
mouth on the previous Monday. He was re- 
ceived with the greatest loyalty, " though very 
few persons of quality were admitted to him, 
being most either malignants or engagers. He 
was lodged in a merchant's house opposite to 
the Tolbooth, on which was affixed one of the 
hands of the most incomparable Montrose. 



Here he stayed but one night. The next day 
being Friday, he passed to Dunotor."* Kennedy, 
in his "Annals" (II., 404), records the rebuke 
administered to the king for his gallantries by 
Dr. William Douglas, concluding with the advice 
to the monarch in future — to close his windows. 

On 25th February following Charles returned 
to Aberdeen, and was the guest of the town for 
a week.^ On this occasion he conferred the 
honour of knighthood both on the provost in 
office, Robert Farquhar of Mounie, and on his 
predecessor, ex-provost Patrick Leslie of Iden. 

Aberdonian loyalty was again evidenced at the 
Restoration, in the address presented to King 
Charles by the graduating class of King's 
College, in the following terms : — 

Augustissimo, Illustrissimo, et Serenissimo Mon- 
archy, 

CAROLO SECUNDO, 
Dei Gratia Magna BRiTANNi^e, FRANciiC et 

HiBERNI/E ReGI, FiDEI DeFENSORI, ETC., 

CoLLEGii Reoii Universitatis Aberdonensis 
Patrono Magnificentissimo. 
S. p. D. C. 

DuM omnium ordinum subditi tui (Monarch A 
Invictissime) de reditu et adventu hoc fcelicissimo 
variis sua gaudia modis testari certant aemuli, adeo 
omnem implevere | paginam, ut nihil nobis hujus 
Tu/E Regime Academic alumnis reliquum fecerint. 
Cogimur itaque (apage cogimur), imo jucundissimam 
necessitatem laeti amplectimur, | grato et spontaneo 
animo, cum Philosophi Socratis discipulo illo egeno, 
quod nobis tantum superest, nosmetipsos, et omnia 
quae nostra sunt, quod sumus, quod possumus 
Majestati offerimus [ Vestra, Quantum hujus 
scedulae exiguitas patitur, ingenue testamur et 
profitemur nos in Te, per Tb, a Te, et de Te, unico 
et solo tanquam capite tenere et pendere: Tibi 
tanquam Sue- | cessori et Haredi iudubitato prae- 
decessorum tuorum Scotia Regum, omniaque 
nobis grata et chara sunt, nostra moenia, nostra 
munia, beneficia officia debemus, cuncta Tibi | et 
illis accepta referimus. Magnipicentissime Pat- 
rone et Regie Parens, haec nostra juvenilia sereno 
et placido vultu, accipere digneris, quae etsi nihil 
praeter cando- | rem, humilitatem et simplicitatem 
sapiant si tamen deessent et nos taceremus pueri, 
proculdubio tigna et lapides hujus tui Athenaei 
erumperent. Verum si Sacra Vestra Majes- | 
TATi visum fuerit, aut per otium licuerit paululum 
intueri aliorum quorundam, ex hoc etiam Collegio 
Tuo, affectus sinceros, in concionibus sacris, et 
publicis theatris expressos, spera- | mus quod nostrae 
tenuitati deest, abunde compensatum iri; licet et 
ilia sint Cirrhft procul et Parmesside Lymphs, pene 
sub Arctoi sydere nata poli ; nec Te digna satis nec 



1 Walker's **HUtorical Diacouraes," p. 160. 

2 Balfour's "Annals," IV., p. Wl. 
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satis apta Tibi An- | gustus hisce inclusi, nunc 
penitus inviti cogimur aspectu S. D. N. nos sub- 
trahere, et ad pugnam Philosophicam, sub tuis sacris 
auspciis \sic\ nos accingere. Omnipotens Deus, 
Rex regum, et Domi- | nus dominantiu, qui regit 
aetherei radiantia sydera Coeli, S. V. Majestatem 
incolumem, ter et amplius foelicem, necnon et 
magno majorem Carolo praestet, thronum vestrum 
justitid et ae- | quitate stabiliat, et diu ac foeliciter 
nobis nostrisque posteris praeesse velit, et natorum 
natos per omnia labentia saecula lucida volventur 
nitido dum sydera Coelo, et post Sceptra terrestria 
im- I marcescibilem V. Majestati coronam largia- 
tur. Haec supplices orant | S. V. Majestatis | 
humillimi servi, et omnibus mancipii vinculis devot- 
issimi clientes ac oratores. | 

D. Robertus Gordonus, Alexander Urquhartus, 
Andreas Dalgardinaeus, Georgius Ruddachus, Guliel- 
mus Dalgardinaeus, Gulielmus Davidsonus, Guliel- 
mus Joassaeus, Gulielmus Mackfinnanus, Gulielmus 
Robertsonus, Gulielmus Torraeus, lacobus Abelus, 
lacobus Stuartus, loannes Forbesius, loannes 
Mackraeius, loannes Wakerus, Patricius Turnebullus, 
Robertus Martinus, Robertus Robertsonus, Robertus 
Strachanus, Robertus Tarresius. 

The address is now reprinted from the unique 
copy of the original print preserved in the Bod- 
leian Library, of which a transcript has been 
supplied to me through the courtesy of Mr. 
F. A. Madan. The names appended are those 
of the King's College magistrands of 1660. 
(" Officers and Graduates," p. 195.) 

P. J. Anderson. 
♦ 

Cudbear. — The specification (No. 727) for 
the patent method of making "cudbear" (dated 
1758), granted to George Gordon, coppersmith, 
and Cuthbert Gordon, both of Leith, is as 
follows : — 

The name of the first ingredient is lichen. . . 
The name of the second ingredient is muscus 
rupibus adtniscenSf or coloroides, being a weed, 
plant, or vegetable that grows mostly on sheltered 
rocks. The name of the third ingredient is muscus 
pyxidatus, being a plant, weed, or vegetable that 
grows in low, moorish, turfy ground. 

When these three ingredients are gathered, 
cleanse them from all filth by la3dng them severally 
in cold water, changing the water daily so long as 
any filth remains about them. Then dry and 
pound them in a mortar, and dilute them with 
spirit of wine and spirit of soot, to which add 
quick lime. Digest them together for fourteen 
days, and this will produce the cudbear fitt for 
dyers' use : a more solid kind of which may be 
obtained by continued digestion of the several 
ingredients for fourteen days more, when it will 
grow into a paste and harden like indigo. 



Rev. William Leask.— Vaguely affirmed in 
the "Dictionary of National Biography" to have 
been bom in England — place not nientioned. 
Twenty-four years before Mr. Leask's death (on 
6th November, 1884), Dr. Rogers published, in 
i860, "The Sacred Minstrel," giving specimens 
of hymns and religious poems, with biographies 
of the writers. Some of Leask's hymns are 
printed therein, and in the prefatory memoir he 
is stated to have been born m Kirkwall, Orkney, 
in 1812, and it was never contradicted, as in all 
probability Dr. Rogers had his information from 
the poet himself. Leask is essentially a Norse 
name, and Leask families on the mainland of 
Scotland deduce their ancestry from a Norse 
origin. As I am of Norse lineage myself, I am 
specially interested on this point ; and I may 
add that an Orcadian storekeeper here, the late 
Mr. Magnus Norquay, who occasionally lent me 
some of Mr. Leask's publications to read, as- 
sured me that he was a schoolfellow in Kirkwall 
with Leask. The whole trouble has arisen from 
a book which Mr. Leask issued in 1854, entitled 
" Struggles for Life, or, the Autobiography of a 
Dissenting Minister." Probably some of his 
own experiences are interwoven in that book, 
but to base the real life of Mr. Leask upon a 
fictitious narrative is manifestly erroneous, re- 
membering that six years after Dr. Rogers an- 
nounced that Leask was bom in Kirkwall. He 
certainly spent the greater part of his life in 
England, but that does not make him an English- 
man. Orkney has few celebrities of its own, 
and it does seem to me to be ungenerous con- 
duct to try to deprive it of even one man of mark. 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 



Anecdote of Napoleon.— When in Pots- 
dam three years ago, I made a pilgrimage to 
the Garrison Kirche (Garrison Kirk), where the 
bodies of Frederick the Great and his father, 
Friedrich Wilhelm L, lie side by side in a vault 
under the pulpit. A German gentleman present 
repeated a striking story of Napoleon, who, as 
conqueror of Prussia in 1806, visited the tomb 
just twenty years after the burial of Friedrich 
der Grosse. Apostrophising the royal remains 
at his feet. Napoleon pithily remarked : " If 
thou hadst been alive, I would not be here this 
day ! " That said a great deal for the magnani- 
mity of the much-maligned Corsican. Hearing 
this in the same place where it was originally 
uttered, it interested me deeply. Germans have 
no doubt whatever as to its truth, and keenly 
resent any imputation of manufacture. Has 
this anecdote appeared in print before? It is 
not in Carlyle's " History." Alda. 

Melbourne, Australia. 
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SOME GALLOWAY MACS. 

Many years ago I spent a month in Stranraer 
ere crossing over to Antrim, and I had also 
been in Ayrshire and Dumfriesshire. I had 
read about the historical clans of Scotland, and 
with the presumption of youth I thought myself 
well posted up in their genealogy. Of course I , 
was wofully ignorant of the broken clans and 
wandering septs having the prefix Mac to their 
names, but I was enlightened very soon. Com- 
ing from the extreme north-east of Scotland, 
where Macs were few and of old and even illus- 
trious lineage, to the south-western point of our ; 
country, where Macs strange and uncouth 
abounded, I felt as if I had got into a new 
kingdom. I lived with Macs and worked with 
Macs whose names were a puzzle to me. At 
first I was amused, and wrote down the new 
Macs a few every day, but they increased upon 
me so much that I got appalled, and left the list 
unfinished. Here were Macs who had neither 
chieftains nor tartans, badges, music, armorial 
bearings, nor any distinctive history whatever. 
I know I have not put them all down, but 
quantum suff. Let somebody else essay the 
job. I subjoin the names, arranged alphabeti- 
cally, being of opinion that a volume could be 
written on the subject : — 

McAdam, McAdie, McAinsh, McAlexander, McAll, 
McAUum, McAnsh, McArdle, McAra, McAsh, 
McAuslan, McAuliflf, McAliece. 

McBee, McBriar, McBratney, McBrearty, McBroom, 
McBryde, McBurney, McBrayne. 

McCaig, McCalman, McCaskill.McCandlish, McCart- 
ney, McCall, McCarron, McCarlie, McCartie, 
McCaw, McCay, McChlery, McChrystal, McChris- 
tie, McClatchie, McClelland, McClenaghin, 
McClernon, McClounan, McClung, McClure, 
McCloy, McCluskie, McClutchan, McClymont, 
McClumpha, McComas, McCormack, MaComb, 
McColm, McCracken, McCrackit, McCreadie, 
McCrotty, McCattie, McCraw, McCosh, McCrea, 
McCreery, McCue, McCune, McCutcheon, 
McCurdy, McCubbin, McCusker, McCuUoch, 
McCuUum, McCorkindale, McCurnisky, McCoub- 
rie, McCuaird, McCrabbie, McCrindle. 

McDevitt, McDade, McDermid, McDaniel, McDill, 
McDool, McDouU, McDowall, McDonaghy, 
McDuffie. 

McEddie, McEachran, McEUar, McElgee, McEUi- 
kin, McElligot, McEwing. 

McFadyen, McFaichney, McFargie, McFee, McFce- 
ters, McFerrand, McFarragher, McFade. 

McGarva, McGavin, McGaw, McGeoch, McGeorge, 
McGhie, McGilchrist, McGilp, McGibbon, McGil- 
ligan, McGinley, McGirr, McGlashan, McGlew, 
McGlone, McGlennon, McGlonagle, McGlovan, { 
McGowan, McGoun, McGuffie, McGuffog, 
McGrewer, McGrowther, McGraw, McGorlick, 
McGungill, McGrugar, McGranahan. 



McHaffie, McHattie, McHarg, McHarrie, McHend- 

rie, McHutcheon, McHutchison. 
Mcllquham, Mcllroy, Mcllwraith, Mcllwrick, Moll- 
dowie, Mcllveen, Mclndoe, Mclnroy, Mclsaac, 
Mclnery. 

Mcjannet, Mcjory, Mcjorras, Mcjunkin. 
McKeand, McKea, McKendrick, McKell, McKer- 
char, McKergo, McKerlie, McKerrell, McKechnie, 
McKenna, McKain, McKichan, McKibbin, McKie, 
McKillop, McKim, McKersey, McKinnell, McKin- 
nie, McKitterick, McKinstray, McKissock, 
McKnaught, McKeachie, McKirdy. 
McLay, McLeerie, McLehose, McLeish, McLevie, 
McLintock, McLiver, McLoon, McLoughlin, 
I McLurg, McLagg. 
McMartin, McMaster, McMath, McManamny, 
McMenamin, McMeekin, McMichael, McMic* 
king, McMinn, McMinnies, McManaway, McMor- 
rin, McMorland, McMurchie, McMurray, McMur- 
trie, McMurdo, McMain. 
McNatty, McNeilage, McNall, McNeish, McNee, 
McNoe, McNair, McNairn, McNerny, McNiven, 
McNiece, McNight, McNickle. 
McOllave, McOmish, McOnie, McOiiat, McOwan. 
McParlin, McPartland, McPhie, McPhail, McPhun, 

McPhater, McPhadrig, McPike. 
McQuhae, McQuhalter, McQuie, McQuillan, 
McQuire, McQuilken, McQuistan, McQuorn, 
McQuoid, McQuarters, McQuiggan. 
McRaild, McRaith, McRay, McReath, McRitchie, 
McRobbie, McRobbin, McRobert, McRannel, 
McRingan, McRorie, McReenan, McRofiie. 
McShane, McSheehy, McSkimmin, McSlorach, 
McSloy, McSwain, McSweeny, McSwiney, 
McSorley, McSparran, McSwiggan. 
McTaggart, McTurlach, McTavish, McTear, McTier, 

McTigue, McTurk, McTainsh. 
McUchter, McUmfray, McUre. 
McVean, McVeagh, McVey, McVitty, McVoorick, 
McVicker. 

McWard, McWatt, McWattie, McWha, McWhae, 
McWhannel, McWharrie, McWhir, McWhirter, 
McWillie, McWilliam, McWhinney, McYule, 
McYowen, McYand. 

There is a task for an enterprising philologist 
to determine the derivation of those names. " I 
give it best," to use a Colonialism. They are all 
Macs. Some of the names are aboriginal, and 
will be found in old charters, having lands and 
ruined fortalices to tell of their former power ; 
others are variants of well-known clan and 
Christian names; but the bulk of them is of 
course Hibernian. Like the locusts, which are 
swarming now in Australia en route for other 
pastures, I can imagine in prehistoric times an 
irruption of Ulster Cruithnii (Ceatluirnach?) be- 
ing stranded on the Galloway coast, where they 
squatted, and left to their luckless progeny only 
I the possession of a heathenish and undefinable 
surname, conjoined with a desperate struggle 
for existence. 

I have also a big list of Irish Macs, " but 
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that's another story," as Kipling observes, and 
possibly inadmissible in a Scottish publication. 
Many of the olden Macs satirised by our early 
Scottish poets are still to the fore. Thus, Dunbar 
(about 1500) introduces Makfadyane as a High- 
land piper in that weird poem, ** The Dance of 
the Seven Deadly Sins." Gawain Douglas, in 
his " Palace of Honour" (1501), alludes to "Gow 
Makmom and Fyn McCoul." There are 
McMorrins in Galloway to this day, and it may 
be remembered that a noted Cockney thief, 
and presumably the murderer of Begbie, Jim 
McCoull, died in Calton Jail, Edinburgh, about 
1820. Montgomery sneers at the Highlanders 
in his skit, " Findlay McCondoquhy fuff 
McFadzeane" (1580), which seems only an an- 
tique way of spelling our Aberdeenshire McCon- 
nachie. 

Some queer names of Highland ministers 
occur in Rev. Hew Scott's "Fasti Ecciesia 
Scoticana " ; — McGilliepadrick, McCrocadill 
(McCorquodale?), McQuhoncloquhy, Mcllvride, 
McKilican, Mcllvernock, McOsenog, McKil- 
vorie, Mcjor, McGarroch, Mc Kitchen, etc. 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 
♦ 

" Crawdoun."— The true derivation of this 
old Scottish term of reproach is strangely missed 
by our commentators. Paterson, in his edition 
of Dunbar's poems (i860;, interprets it "coward," 
and anon gives it an adjectival sense as "scurvy" 
and "base"; but Dunbar uses both words in 
the same line : 

Carrybald crawdoun Kennedy, coward of kind ; 

and in "The Twa Mariet Women and the 
Wedo " gives us the key at once, when the lady 
alludes to her spouse : 

When I that cur had all clean and him ower- 

comen haill, 
I crew aboon that crawdoun as cock that were 
victor. 

The meaning is as plain as a pikestaff : it is 
simply "crowed down," beaten in conflict — a 
great stigma to our warlike ancestors. Pater- 
son, in rustic parlance, "didna ken muckle aboot 
cock-fechtin'." I reared two white Orpington 
cockerels from chicks lately. They fought two 
days for the mastery, and were terribly mauled 
and bedabbled with blood, feathers pulled out 
and combs torn, yet, being so evenly matched, 
they fought until exhausted, crew defiance at 
each other, and resumed the fight again and 
again. On the third day one had apparently 
got enough and refused to come to the tourney, 
whereupon the other hirpled on to a saw-block 
and crew victoriously, the beaten bird not daring 



to reply. He was "craw'd doon" and no mis-, 
take. Vce vectisi He really went (not meta- 
phorically) to pot — and from thence to the table, 
and now once more peace reigns in our poultry- 
yard. Alba. 
Melbourne, Australia. 

♦ 

Quertes. 

759. Sir Hugh Halcrow.— In the Grange 
Cemetery, Edinburgh, there is a gravestone inscribed: 

Sir Hugh Halcrow," on the same side as John 
Mackintosh's tomb (the "Earnest Student"), and 
almost adjoining it. There are no dates whatever, 
simply the name, which is Norse, and usually tound 
in the Orkney and Shetland Islands. Readers of 
Scott*s "Pirate" will remember the bard, Claud 
Halcro. I have inquired of several Shetlanders here 
concerning this Sir Hugh, but they all state that 
they never heard of him, and are as curious to learn 
his history as I am. Who was this knight ? How 
did he obtain the honour? When did he die? These 
questions should have been answered on the memorial 
stone, but they are not, and many people are in- 
clined to think that this Norse knight is a mythical 
personage. Alba. 

Melbourne, Australia. 

760. Grace before Meat. — Is the following 
grace well known in the North of Scotland ? — 

Lord, give me grace to feel my need of grace ; 
Give me grace to ask for grace ; 
Give mo grace to receive grace ; 
And, O Lord, when grace is given, 
Give me grace to use it.— Amen. 

—Rev. A Moody Stuart's "Life and Letters of • 
Elisabeth, last Duchess of Gordon," 5th edition 
(with frontispiece), at page 27. London: James 
Nisbet & Co., Berners Street. 1866. 

Robert Murdoch. 

761. Adam Donald.— This singular character 
was known over the North of Scotland as the 
** Prophet of Bethelnie," which is the ancient name 
of the parish of Oldmeldrum. He flourished from 
1820 to 1832, and had more than a local reputation 
in Aberdeenshire. When was the date of his de- 
cease ? Alba. 

Melbourne, Australia. 

762. James Clyde, LL.D.— One of the classical 
masters at the Edinburgh Academy, who published a 
" School Geography " and other educational works, 
which were highly commended by the literary 
reviews of the time. He was father of a Scottish 
judge, recently appointed. Is Dr. Clyde still alive ? 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

763. Glasgow Book. — Who was the editor of 
"The Chronicles of St. Mungo, or Antiquities and 
Traditions of Glasgow,'* published by John Smith 
and Son in 1843, and dedicated to Henry Montetth 



Digitized by Google 



Vol. VIII. 2nd Series.] SCOTTISH NOTES AND QUERIES 



29 



and James Ewing, two of the merchant princes of 
that city? It is an excellent compilation, and ex- 
tends to 434 pages. Stuart, Pagan, Mackenzie, 
Reid, and McGeorge all wrote on Glasgow sub- 
sequent to the publication of this work. 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

764. George Blair, M.A. — He published, in 
1857, ** Biographic and Descriptive Sketches of the 
Glasgow Necropolis." Had previously written "The 
Holocaust," and " Lays of Palestine," and at the 
end of the volume on the Necropolis is alleged to 
have had in active preparation ** The Text Book of 
the Telegraph." Whether it was ever published is 
more than I can affirm. I learned that he was a 
licentiate of the Church of Scotland, and that he 
emigrated to Canada, where he obtained the pastor- 
ate of a church, and died there during the closing 
years of the last century. Date and place of decease 
wanted. Alba. 

Melbourne, Australia. 

765. Moses Provan. — This gentleman was the 
founder of the Glasgow Athenaeum, and a prominent 
literary man for many years. When was the date 
of his death ? Alba. 

Melbourne, Australia. 

7<56. Neil McAlpine. — About 1846 he published 
a ** Pronouncing Gaelic Dictionary," as well as a 
"Gaelic Grammar." The late Professor Blackie 
wrote eulogistically about it. I never saw any 
memoir of this philologist. Can any correspondent 
give particulars of McAlpine's career ? 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

767. Bernardus Paludanus. — I have lately 
seen a silken portrait of *' Bernardus Paludanus," 
described in a later scroll as a most learned doctor. 
The date of his existence is somewhere in the Re- 
naissance period. Who is represented under this 
name? A. Macdonald. 

Durris. 

768. James Murdoch, Author. — A press notice, 
which has been sent to me by a relative, states : — 
Mr. James Murdoch, the author of "The Christian 
Century in Japan"— a work that has attracted atten- 
tion in Tokio and elsewhere— is, it seems, a native 
of Stonehaven, his father having been at one time 
a coachman and gardener to Rev. Mr. Watt of 
Fetteresso. Born between forty and fifty years ago, 
Mr. James Murdoch was educated at the parish 
school, and then passed on to Aberdeen University, 
where he showed great scholastic attainments. He 
subsequeutly went to Oxford. Receiving an appoint- 
ment in Queensland, he remained there for some 
years, leaving for Japan, which was being opened 
up to foreigners. His residence in Japan has been 
marked by much literary work. I shall be glad to 
have further notes about Mr. Murdoch and his 
forbears. Robert Murdoch. 



Hnswers. 



54. Leading Apes (ist S., I., 92; V., 125 ; 2nd 
S., III., 47). — Yet another reference to this. I find 
it recorded on page 43 of ** Domestic Folk-lore," by 
T. F. Thiselton Dyer, M.A. (Cassell, Petter, Galpin 
and Co., London, 1881). Under the heading, 
** Marriage," he remarks : — "It was also customary, 
in former years, for elder sisters to dance barefooted 
at the marriage of a younger one, as otherwise they 
would inevitably become old maids. Hence Kath- 
arine says to her father, in allusion to Bianca— 

She is your treasure, she must have a husband. 
I must dance barefoot on her weddine-day, 
And fur your love to her lead apes in hell. 

'* The last line, the meaning of which, however, is 
somewhat obscure, expresses a common belief as to 
the ultimate fate of old maids. Malone, on this 
passage, remarks that in Shakespeare's time "to lead 
apes " was one of the employments of a bear-ward, 
who often carried about one of these animals along 
with his bear." Robert Murdoch. 

718. Parody of "Bonnie Dundee" (2nd S., 
VII., 136, 156, 175 ; VIII., 14). — In your answer to 
query by R. D., you speak of Dr. Peter Smith as 
the "reputed parodist." Now, I remember Mr. 
Smith coming into my lodgings, either on the night 
of publication or a night or two after, and telling us 
all about having the parody printed, and how he 
made a present of the copies to ** Blin' Bob," on 
condition that he would stand at King^s College 
gate at the mid-day interval, and sell them to the 
students as they passed out. Almost every student 
bought a copy, and a copy was put on each pro- 
fessor's desk. Some of the professors pooh-poohed 
the parody as a silly freak, but it was observed that 
they all took their copies home when they left. 

Banff. John Yeats. 

723. Barclay of Ury (2nd S., VII., 172, 190, 
igi). — A genealogical account of the Barclays of 
Urie was published in Aberdeen, 1740, and a London 
edition appeared in 1812. (See Robertson's Hand- 
list of 1893.) I regret that I have not handled either 
editions. Robert Murdoch. 

723. "The Silver Eel" (2nd S., VII., 172, 
191).— Surely Mr. P. J. Anderson cannot be aware 
of the true character of the song or ballad he is 
seeking. It is immoral, but thinly disguised as an 
angling ditty. I heard it long ago at the close of a 
spree when only a few revellers were left, and they 
were deliriously emphatic in their approbation. I 
was a mere stripling at the time, but some of the 
obfuscated seniors obligingly explained its purport, 
and then rallied me unmercifully afterwards when I 
objected to it. Although I am an old printer now, 
and have seen many queer things in type, **The 
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Silver Eel " has never yet wriggled into print to my 
knowledge. It is unworthy of it. 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

724. Volunteer Officers of 1794-1808 (2nd 
S., VII., 172).— Rev. Jas. Smith, at address below, 
will show an oil painting of Sheriff Moir, which he 
bought at the Pittodrie sale. Mrs. Erskine was his 
daughter, and Mr. Smith was interested in buying 
him as having been tutor to H. W. K. Erskine, his 
grandson, and now ex-laird of Pittodrie. 

13 Albert Street, Jas. Smith. 

Aberdeen. 

726. Stewart or Stuart Family (2nd S.,VII., 
173). — Into the high matters and intricate genea- 
logies involved in this query I do not presume to 
enter, but wish merely to say that one Gavin Drum- 
mond graduated M.A. at King's College, Aberdeen, 
on 6th May, 1712, and is entered as being from 
Perth county. Quite possibly he may have been the 
same as the Gavin Drummond who, in 1773, was 
buried in Westminster Abbey, and, in all probability, 
was a scion of the noble family of Drummond in 
Perthshire. If I understand Mr. McPike aright, he 
connects his own family, McPike, with that of the 
Halleys. In this aspect of the matter the extract, 
quoted from the "Westminster Abbey Registers," 
becomes extremely important, inasmuch as it shows 
that the Halleys were connected with the Drum- 
monds, while the Drummonds, as everyone knows, 
were closely related to the Royal Family of Scot- 
land. I would venture to suggest that ** Collendar " 
in the query may be a mistake for " Callendar." 

W. 

727. The Battles of Preston, Falkirk, and 
CuLLODEN (2nd S., VII., 173). — A. Lumsden, that 
is, Andrew Lumsden, born 172 1, connected with the 
family of Cushnie, was a follower of Prince Charlie, 
and acted as his private secretary. He is said by 
Chambers to have been the son of William Lums- 
dale or Lumsdain, a writer in Edinburgh. His 
brother-in-law was Sir Robert Strange, the engraver. 
After Culloden he made his escape to the Continent, 
where he lived for several years, and wrote " Remarks 
on the Antiquities of Rome and its Environs." He 
was pardoned about 1778, and returned to his native 
land. Conflicting testimony is borne as to the place 
and date of his death. According to one account 
he was on a visit to Aberdeen, and died there in 
1802. According to the Catalogue of the Scottish 
National Portrait Gallery," with probably more 
exact information, he died in Edinburgh in 1801. 
In 1749 an "Account of the Battle of Culloden" was 
published in London. This, however, was not 
Lumsden's MS., who at the time was an outlaw. 
As far as I am aware, his MS. has never been pub- 
lished — at all events. Chambers knew nothing of it 
or had no access to it when he penned his History 
of the '45 Rebellion." Where it is now I am unable 
to say. Possibly a reference to some annotated copy 



of the ** Gibson Craig Sale Catalogue " might reveal 
the purchaser, and put one on the track of the MS. 



742. Provost Brown of Aberdeen and the 
"Edinburgh Weekly Journal" (2nd S., VII., 
190; VIII., 16).— The query I put in 6>. N. Q, 
arose out of the statement which is made by Mr. 
Norrie in his *' Edinburgh Newspapers," and which 
is summarised by Mr. George Walker in last month's 
S. N. &> Q. I asked the question because the 
paragraph from which it was taken is full of errors. 
It is stated that the Journal began in 1744: I have 
seen a number of Vol. 2, and it is dated 1758. William 
Smellie is given as editor in 1767 : Smellie's ** Life 
does not say so, although it mentions Smellie's op- 
position to the continuance of the Journal in 177 1, 
which resulted in the break-up of the publishing 
firm. Norrie says, the Weekly Journal was ** pub- 
lished without interinission for upwards of a century:*' 
as I shall show in the proper place this is exceedingly 
wide of the mark. He says, James Ballantyne ac- 
quired the paper in 1806: the true date is 1817. 
Perhaps some transaction did take place in 1806— I 
have as yet been unable to see the file for that year 
— and Norrie has mixed up that operation with the 
Ballantyne buying of 18 17. It was to elicit some 
information on the point that I sent my query. I 
may add that the gross inaccuracies that appear in 
existing accounts of Edinburgh journals have been 
quite a revelation to me. As my investigations have 
proceeded, I have been constrained to reject the 
most confident statements, even although they have 
been made by names apparently worthy of credence. 
Very few writers have thought it necessary to 
examine the files for themselves, and have been con- 
tented to reproduce the errors of their predecessors. 
In my contributions I have thought it sufficient to 
state the facts without pointing out, except in a few 
cases, that they are corrections of long accepted 
assertions. Corrections would have taken up too 
much of iS. N. Q.'s space. W. J. C. 

743. Grammar Schools (2nd S., VIII., 12). — 
It is not known when Aberdeen Grammar School 
was first built Schools are mentioned in connection 
with the city as early as 1256 (Watt's "Aberdeen 
and Banff," p. loi), but were no doubt in existence 
at a considerably earlier period. Aberdeen School 
is termed the "Grammar School" in 1418, being 
the first educational seminary in Scotland to be so 
designated (Hutchison's "History of the High 
School of Stirling," Stirling, 1904, p. 9). It was 
somewhat later than the reign of James IV. that the 
school was restored. In 1527, it having been re- 
ported that the Grammar School was decayed and 
liable to fall, " the provost, bailies, and community 
charge the master of the kirk work to build it at the 
town's expense " (Grant's " History of the Burgh 
Schools of Scotland," p. 69). This would make 
the date of restoration fall into the reign of James 
V. The old school building, I believe, is not now 
standing. ** In ancient times the Grammar School 
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consisted of detached buildings, but in 1757 a build- 
ing forming three sides of a square was erected" 
(Smith's "Aberdeenshire," Vol. I., p. 163). The 
edifice reared at that date continued as the Grammar 
School until 1863, when the present structure, built 
in the Scottish Baronial style, took its place. Per- 
haps Slezer*s "Theatrum Scotiae," published in 
1693, may afford some idea of the appearance of the 
building previous to 1757. The grammar schools of 
Scotland were not built in olden times according to 
any particular style of architecture. Less than a 
hundred years ago, any building with four walls and 
a roof was deemed good enough for a school. The 
rooms for the most part were badly ventilated, and 
unhealthy, overcrowded, dirty, and ill adapted for 
the purpose for which they were used. The school 
houses were often old stables, old granaries, dilapi- 
dated weaver-shops, and cellars" (Wright's "History 
of Education," p. 237). See also Dr. Findlater's 
"Reminiscences" for description of an ordinary 
school in Aberdeenshire about eighty years ago. 

W. S. 

745. Verses on Two Babes (2nd S., VIII., 
12). — A correspondent has just pointed out to me 
that the Frederick G. Forsyth Grant, the original 
owner of the book containing the verses cited as 
now in my possession, is unquestionably the same 
gentleman who, in 1890, was a member of the New 
Spalding Club. His address at that date was 
Ecclesgreig, Montrose. Robert Murdoch. 



Lieutenant (afterwards Captain) Frederic Grant 
Forsyth Grant, of the 3rd Light Dragoons (latterly 
the 3rd Hussars), is the gentleman referred to in 
Mr. Robert Murdoch's query. He was the son of 
William Forsyth Grant, Esq., of Ecclesgreig, St. 
Cyrus, who inherited the estate by will of his uncle, 
Frederic Grant, and assumed his name. Captain 
Grant was educated at Oxford, and succeeded to his 
father's estate in 1863. A version of the epitaph 
quoted, appears in Spurgeon's "John Ploughman's 
Talk," p. 173. It reads thus:— 



Two sweetar babes you nare did see 
Than Gtod amity gave to wee ; 
But they wur oertaken wee agur fits, 
And hear thay lye has dead as nits. 

Spurgeon states that he had the lines from the lips 
ot a Gloucestershire man, and that they were to be 
found in Dymock Churchyard. W. S. 

749. HuTTON, Hepburn, Lidderdale (2nd S., 
VIII., 13). — Prolonged research would be necessary 
to do adequate justice to this query. A few random 
notes are all I can venture to supply. The Huttons 
of Hutton Hall, Cumberland (a family now, I be- 
lieve, extinct in the male line), claimed descent from 
the days of William the Conqueror. The pedigree 
was never, I think, published. It may perhaps be 
found, in part, at least, in Denton's "Account of 
Estates and Families in Cumberland," edited by 
Ferguson, Kendal, 1887. Some Yorkshire pedigree 
book might also be useful for families named Hutton 



residing in that county. William Hutton, a Birming- 
ham bookseller, wrote an account of his family, but 
probably his work would be valueless for the purpose 
of the query. Much has been written about the 
Hepburns — at least, about the fighting Hepburns. 
In Taylor's "Great Historic Families of Scotland," 
a chapter is devoted to the fortunes of the house, 
but is confined mainly to the Bothwell ' Hepburns, 
and does not come much nearer our own time than 
the year 1600. Grant, the novelist and military 
historian, wrote a " Memoir of Sir John Hepburn " 
(one of the most famous soldiers of fortune of his 
day), while interesting notes about other distin- 
guished Hepburns abound in his writings. The 
Lidderdales are only traceable in the " Retours " and 
"Parish Registers." Anderson gives a good deal 
of information in "The Scottish Nation" about the 
Robertsons of Struan as well as the Urquharts, but 
does not notify any marriage between the two 
houses. It is possible that the Janet Robertson of 
the query may have been sister to Colonel Alexander 
Robertson, head of the clan between 1784 and 1822, 
in which case Miss Urquhart must have been the 
wife of Duncan Robertson of Drumachune, Colonel 
Robertson's father. The FuUertons were possibly a 
Kincardineshire family, the name occurring very 
frequently in the annals of that county. 

Amateur. 

750. Cockburnspath (2nd S., VIII., 13).— Ber- 
wickshire is deplorably destitute of any publication 
worthy the name of local history. Perhaps Mr. 
W. J. Frost may find some help in the following 
works: — "Proceedings of the Berwickshire Naturalist 
Club " copy may be difficult to procure) ; Small's 
"Scottish Market Crosses, with Introductory Chap- 
ter by Hutcheson," Stirling: Mackay, 1900 (a full- 
page plate of the village cross is given, and some 
architectural notes are added) ; Patten's "Expedition 
into Scotland of the Duke of Somerset," London, 
1544 (there are modern reprints of this work — it 
deals with the history of the castle); "Journey 
through the Counties of Berwick, Roxburgh, Dum- 
fries, Ayr, Lanark, East, West, and Mid Lothians 
in the Year 1817," Edinburgh, 1818 ; " The Border 
Tour," Edinburgh, 1826; Chambers's "Gazetteer 
of Scotland," 1832; "The Ordnance Gazetteer of 
Scotland," edited by Groome (under " Cockburns- 
path" and "Dunglass"); Forsyth's "Beauties of 
Scotland"; Notes to Scott's "Bride of Lammer- 
moor"; Crockett's "Minstrelsy of the Merse" (at 
least one of the poems deals with the parish). None 
of the above works, I fear, will afford the precise 
information sought for. The origin both of cross 
and castle seem alike lost in the mists of historical 
obscurity. W. S. 

751. Rev. J. Brichan, Botanist (2nd S., VIII., 
13). — James Brodie Brichan, son of the Rev. David 
Brichan, minister of Dyke (who died in 1814), re- 
ceived licence from the Church of Scotland, but 
adhered to the Free Church at the Disruption. He 
distinguished himself as an antiquary, and assisted 
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in editing and arranging for publication the later 
portions of **Origines Parochiales Scotiae," issued 
by the Bannatyne Club, 1851-53. W. 

752. Dr. Stephen, Botanist (2nd S., VIII., 13). 
—William Stephen, King's College, Aberdeen, was 
A.M., 1857; M.D., i860; and L.F.P.S. Glas. and 
L.M., 1870. Was he the man ? W. 

♦ 

Xtterature* 

The Sculptured Stone of Aberlemno, By John 
Milne, LL.D., Aberdeen. 1906. 

Since Boece's day, no one it seems has at- 
tempted, till now, the interpretation of the 
pictorial carvings on this well-known Forfar- 
shire sculptured stone. In this eight-page 
pamphlet Dr. Milne has, with little trepidation, 
thrown down the gauntlet of a feasible reading, 
which may tempt the ingenious to study, at 
least. The author's theory is that the stone 
represents the biblical duel between David and 
Goliath, and two excellent illustrations of the 
stone will materially assist any efforts to solve 
this ancient crux. 

Official Guide to the Abbey-Church, Pcd(ue, 
and Environs of Holyroodhouse, with a His- 
torical Sketch, by the Right Hon. Sir Herbert 
Maxwell, Bart. Wm. Blackwood & Sons, Edin- 
burgh. 1906. Sixpence net. [183 pp., Svo.] 

With this book in hand, "compiled by direc- 
tion of H.M. Office of Works," no one need 
have any doubt as to his being guided" aright 
as to the essential facts of Holyrood and its 
environs. Sir Herbert Maxwell's important 
historic sketch, which extends to 114 pages, 
brings into focus all Scottish history which has 
any vital connection with Holyrood and its 
history. Numerous illustrations enhance the 
value of the volume. 

Scottish Heraldry. Two books of exceptional 
interest on heraldry have been written by Mr. 
G. Harvey Johnston, author of "The History of 
the Ruddimans and the Johnstons," viz. : — 
"Scottish Heraldry made easy" (1904), and the 
" Heraldry of the Stewarts " this year— both 
published by Messrs. W. & A. K. Johnston, 
Ltd., Edinburgh. Each work is sumptuously 
illustrated with coloured pictures and with des- 
criptive letterpress. The first-named work is pre- 
faced by an interesting article on heraldry : its 
purpose and origin, followed by special chapters 
on parted coats, etc., badges, crests, etc., ac- 
companied by a list of Scottish heraldic and 
genealogical works to be studied ; as also a 
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glossary explaining the various terms used in 
heraldic science. The second volume, which, 
by the way, is dedicated by j>ermission to the 
Stewart Society (founded a few years ago), is 
also a valuable adjunct to any Scottish library, 
the present limited edition having no fewer than 
eight pedigree charts, and eight heraldic plates 
in colour, giving representations of 128 Stewart 
Arms which have been recorded. On page 86 
there is a concise bibliography entitled, " Some 
Stewart Books," which has been very carefully 
compiled — the first work dating back to an 
Amsterdam book, 1603, folio, and the last, 
"Story of the Stewarts," published in 1901 for 
the Stewart Society. As the author says, no 
attempt has been made to include works dealing 
with Queen Mary or Prince Charles Edward, as 
their name is legion. Both works contain an 
exhaustive index making them accessible, and 
thus adding greatly to their value. 

Robert Murdoch. 

* 

Scots Soofts of tbe Aontb. 

Arsyll* Dowager Duchess off. The Duke of 
Argyll, 1 823- 1900. With Illustrations. Two Vols. 
Net, 36s. John Murray. 

Clark, W. Fordyce. The Story of Shetland. 
Svo. Net, 2S. 6d. Oliver & Boyd. 

Edi^ar, Madalen. Stories from Scottish History, 
selected from Scott's '* Tales of a Grandfather." 
Cr. Svo, 256 pp. Net, is. 6d. and 2s. 6d. 

Harrap. 

Qrayi Peter. Skibo: its Lands and History. 
Svo. Net, 48. 6d. Oliphant, Anderson, & Ferrier. 

Lang, Andrew. Portraits and Jewels of Mary 
Stuart. With seventeen full page Illustrations. 
Royal Svo. Net, Ss. 6d. Maclehose. 

Mackenzie, W. C, P.S.A. Scot« A Short His- 
tory of the Scottish Highlands and Isles. Illus- 
trated. Svo. Net, 58. Gardner, Paisley. 

Milne, Joiin, LL.D., Aberdeen. The Sculp- 
tured Stone of Aberlemno. Two Illustrations. 
Crown Svo. 8 pp. id. Wyllie, Aberdeen. 



NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

All communications should be accompanied by an 
identifying name and address. As publication day 
is the 25th of each month, copy should be in a few 
days earlier. Ed. 
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University of Aberdeen. 

QUATERCENTENARY PUBLICATIONS. 

The end of this month will witness great 
festivities in Aberdeen in connection with the 
400th birthday of the University. Besides the 
usual round of social gaieties, presentations of 
addresses, and grantings of honorary degrees, 
the event will be unique in the annals of the 
Scottish Universities in two ways. In the first 
place the King and Queen will take part in the 
inauguration of the magnificent new buildings 



at Marischal College. In the second place a 
number of important volumes will celebrate the 
quatercentenary. At least two of these will 
have local historical interest, the one, " Studies 
in the History and Development of the Univer- 
sity of Aberdeen," edited by Mr. P. J. Anderson ; 
the other, " Roll of the Graduates of the Univer- 
sity of Aberdeen, 1 860- 1900," edited by Colonel 
William Johnston, C.B. 

Under the title " Studies in the History and 
Art of Asia Minor," Professor Ramsay and his 
pupils have brought together a volume of 
researches which forms a very valuable contri- 
bution from the Faculty of Arts. Dr. William 
Bulloch has edited a series of researches in 
pathology as a medical contribution. These 
volumes will be presented to universities and 
institutions in various parts of the world, and 
also to subscribers. The contents of the volumes 
are given below. 

Owing to the serious illness of Professor 
narrower, one of the projected set of five 
volumes — the second series of the " Flosculi 
Graeci Boreales" — will not be ready for delivery 
at the time of the celebrations. It is hoped, 
ho>vever, that subscribers will receive it at no 
long interval thereafter. The other four are : — 

I. The Roll of Graduates of the University 
OF Aberdeen, i860 to 1900. With brief bio- 
graphical notices. By Colonel William Johnston, 
C.B., M.A., M.D. With, as frontispiece, a photo- 
gravure portrait of Principal Sir William Duguid 
Geddes, who held University office during the 
whole period covered. About 700 pages. 

II. Studies in the History and Art of the 
Eastern Roman Provinces. By Professor W. 
M. Ramsay, D.D., Litt. D., etc. With many 
illustrations. About 350 pages. 

i. Art in Isauria and Phrygia during the Third 
and Fourth Centuries. By Agnes Margaret 
Ramsay, M.A. 

ii. Smyrna as described by the Orator Aristides. 
By William Moir Calder, M.A. 

iii. Epitaphs in Phrygian Greek. By Alexander 
Petrie, M.A. 

iv. Inheritance, Adoption, and Marriage in 
Phrygia, as shown by the Epitaphs of Trophi- 
tnos cuid his Family. By John Fraser, M.A. 
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V. Explorations in Lycaonia and Isauriay 1904. ; 
By Professor Thomas Callander, M.A. 1 

vi. Paganism and Christianity in the Upper 
Tembris Valley. By John George Clark ! 
Anderson, M.A. I 

vii. Report to the Wilson Trustees on a fourney 
in Phrygia and Lycaonia. By the Editor. 

viii. The War of Moslem and Christian for the 
Possession of Asia Minor. By the Editor. 

ix. A Religious Society on the Imperial Estates 
at Pisidian Antioch. By the Editor. 

III. Studies in Pathology. Written by Alumni 
to celebrate the Quatercentenary of the University, 
and the Quartcrcentenary of the Chair of Patho- 
logy therein ; and edited by William Bulloch, 
M.E). With, as frontispiece, a portrait of Pro- 
fessor Hamilton. About 400 pages. 

i. Professor Hamilton. By William Leslie 
Mackenzie, M.A., M.D. 

ii. The History and Progress of the Chair of 
Pathology. By the Editor. 

iii. The Alimentary Canal as a Source of Con- 
tagion. By Professor Hamilton, M.B. 

iv. A Remarkable Case of Bilharziosis. By 
Professor William St. Clair Symmers, M.B. 

V. Malformations of the Bulbus Cordis. By 
Arthur Keith, M.D. 

vi. The Administrative Aspects of Tuberculosis. 
By William Leslie Mackenzie. 

vii. Paroxysmal Irregularity of the Heart. By 
Professor Arthur Robertson Cushny, M.A., 
M.D. 

viii. Researches on Certain Problems of Plague 
Immunity. By George Dean, M.A., M.B. ■ 

ix. Experimental Study of the Immunity against 
Bacillus Pyocyaneus. By the Editor. 

X. On Epignathus. By Alexander Low, M.A., 
M.B. 

XL A Contribution to the Pathology of Exoph- 
thalmic Goitre. By George Mellis Duncan. 
M.B. 

xii. The Rat Theory of Plague Epidemics. By 
William Hunter. M.B. 

xiii. Some Experiments with Disinfectants. By 
Andrew Ross Laing, M.D. 

xiv. On Eck's Fistula. By Professor John 
James Rickard Macleod, M.B. 

XV. On the Action of certain Bacteria in pro- 
ducing Cell-necrosis. By George Ford Petrie, 
M.D. 

xvi. The Relationship between the Factors in- 
ducing Haemolysis and those inducing Phago- 
cytosis of Red Blood Corpuscles. By Robert 
Donald Keith, M.A., M.D. 

xvii. An Experimental Enquiry into the Relation- 
ship of Leucocytosis to the Opsonic Content of 
the Blood Serum. By James Charles Grant 
Ledingham, M.A., M.B., and the Editor. 

xviii. Immunity in Pneumococcal Infections. By 
George Grant Macdonald, M.A., M.D. 

xix. Note on the Bacteriology of some Diseases 
of Sheep. By James Milner Adams, M.A., 



M.B., and Bertie Ronald Gordon RusseU, 
M.B. 

IV. Studies in the History and Development 
OP THE University of Aberdeen. Edited by 
P. J. Anderson, LL.B., Librarian. With photo- 
gravure portraits of Bishop Elphinstone and the 
Earl Marischal. About 550 pages. 

i. Bishop William Elphinstone. By Professor 
Cowan, M.A., D.D. 

ii. Hector Boece and the Principals. By Prin- 
cipal Lang, D.D., M.D. 

iii. The Maker of Marischal College. By John 
Malcolm Bulloch, M.A., author of "A History 
of the University of Aberdeen." 

iv. The University s Contribution to Philosophy. 
By Professor Davidson, M.A., LL.D. 

V. The Historians. By Professor Terry, M.A. 

vi. Natural Science in the Aberdeen Universities. 
By Professor Trail, M.A., M.D., F.R.S. 

vii. Neiv Testament Learning in the Univer- 
sities. By Professor Nicol, M.A., D.D. 

viii. The Faculty of Law. By Professor 
Kennedy, M.A., LL.D. 

ix. Four Centuries of Medicine in Aberdeen. 
By Professor Stephenson, M.D. 

x. The Aberdeen University Educator. By 
James Fowler Kellas Johnstone, Co-editor of 
the " Fasti Academiae Mariscallanae." 

xi. The Buildings. By Robert Sangster Rait, 
M.A., author of "The Universities of Aber- 
deen : a History." 

xii. Collections towards a Bibliography of the 
Universities of Aberdeen j 1522-1906. By the 
Editor. 

Other two volumes in preparation, but not in- 
cluded in the series of Quatercentenary Studies, 
will be : — 

Handbook to the City and the University. By 
Robert Walker, M.A., Secretary to the University 
Court, and A. M. Munro, City Chamberlain. 

Life at a Northern University. By Neil N. 
Maclean, M.A. New edition, revised and an- 
nouted by W. Keith Leask, M.A. Issued by the 
Students' Representative Council. 

* 

Church Tokens. — An article on the unique 
church token collection formed by Mr, D. 
Edward, of the Caledonian Railway Office, 
Dundee, now at Perth, extracted from the 
Dundee A aver User ^ appeared in Saint Andrew 
26th July this year. Other notable collections 
formed by the late Mr. John Reid, Blairgowrie ; 
Mrs. Stein, Kirkfield, Lanark ; Mr. Alfred Cox, 
Dundee ; and a collection in the possession of 
Mr. J. H. Pratt, Glasgow, were incidentally 
mentioned. The Edward collection is described 
as one full of interest to numismatists. 

Robert Murdoch. 
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A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF EDINBURGH 
PERIODICAL LITERATURE (V., 20, etc.) 

(Cont'imtcd from 2nd S., Vol, VIII., f>. 11.) 

[Supplementary.] 

17 18. The Edinburgh Evening Courant. No. i. 
Monday, December 15, 1718. 6 pp., folio, printed 
across the page. '* Edinburgh : printed by Mr. 
James McEuen, William Brown, and John Mos- 
man, and are to be sold at the said Mr. James 
McEuen and William Brown, their shops, where 
advertisements are to be taken in." Publication 
days were Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday. 

Before the actual issiie took place, the following 
*• proposals " were sent out : — 

"Propoeals for Printing by Subscription a News-Paper 
to be Intitled The Edinburgh Eoening Couraut, by one 
from London, who has had long Experience in that 
Business, having heretofore written several News- 
Papers, 

I. The Author proposes to have the Dutch, French, 
and Flemish Prims, which frequently arrive at London 
on Post-Mights, when 'tis too late, even for private 
Letters to insert their Contents : By which means he 
will often have the News a Post sooner than they can 
Come by the English Papers. 

II. He intends to provide himself with several 
valuable London Papers, in Print and Manuscript, very 
rare in Scotland. 

III. 'Tis propos'd Ut give a true Account of what 
passes in Scotland, by settling Correspondents in 
several Parts for that End. 

IV. 'Tis intended to have an impartial regard to 
Truth ; and to relate nothing but what is Authentic : 
And all shall be done without the least Reflection upon 
any Person or Party. 

V. The Paper will be printed on a Sheet and Half, 
thrice a Week: And whereas the common Price will 
be Three Half-Pence each Paper ; 'tis propos'd, for the 
Benefit of Subscribers, that they shall have it at One 
Penny : The Subscription to continue for One Year, 
payable Quarterly, but the Quarterage to be paid per 
Advance. 

Subscriptions will be taken In at Mr. James 
MacEuen s and Wi^iam Brown's, Booksellers in Edin- 
burgh, where Subscribers ai*e to call for their Papers ; 
the first of which will be publish'd about the Beginning 
of January next."* 

The projectors sought for the necessary sanction 
for publishing the paper from the Town Council, 
but actually anticipated their permission. It was 
granted 

"At Edinburgh, the a4th day of December, 17ia 
The same day the Councill, upon ane petition given in 
be Mr. James McEuen, stationer, burgess, they for the 
reasons therein contained, authorised the said Mr. 
James to publish ane new's paper under the title of 
Edinburgh Evening Courant thrice every week, and 
to be publicly sold within the citie, liberties, and 
priveledges thereof During the Councill's pleasure, 
and discharged all other persons to print or publish 
any new's paper under that title, the said Mr. James, 
by his acceptation hereof, being obliged to answer the 
Magistrates and Councill for the time being for what 
he wall print and publish, and before publication to 
give ane coppie of his Print to the Magtatrats," etc. 

The words " By Authority " appeared for the 



* Quoted in " Sdinbnr^ Newspapers," by William Norrie. 



first time on No. 8 (Monday, December 29 — 
Tuesday, December 30, 17 18). The journal had 
" Evening " inserted in the title, so that the name 
might not impinge on the rights of any who might 
still retain an interest in the paper of 17 10. 

In their opening statement, the promoters pro- 
mised to be up-to-date : 

"Hitherto our newspapers have been very pailial, 
tame, and defective, or otherwise stuffed wltti un- 
certain. Ill-digested, false, or frivolous accounts." 

They also emphasise the statement of their " pro- 
posals " that their arrangements will put them a 
post in advance of the ordinary London mails : 

" Tlius it has happened this very last post by which 
we have received three foreign mails, whereof there is 
little more than mention ma^e in the London prints." 

But while thus proclaiming their endeavour to 
forestall their London contemporaries, the pro- 
moters of the Courant^ like their neighbours, were 
largely indebted to them. The paper copied as 
much as possible from foreign journals at first 
hand, and in token of its bona fides in the trans- 
cript informed its readers that the original papers 
could be seen at any time at ** the Royal Coffee 
House or some other Coffee House in Edinburgh." 
This foreign news occupied practically the whole 
available space. Home nev/s, as was usual, was 
at a discount. Advertisements were at first slow 
in coming in, but by midsummer, 1720, three 
pages were devoted to them. 

From the first the Courant took a good place. 
Its only rival was the Scots Courant, which carried 
on the tradition and work of the Courant of 1705. 
Shortly after its start, a contemporary writer said 
that 

*' it thrives so far as to be very well liked by all except 
the violent Jacobites, who hate it for no other reason 
but because it is a true and impartial paper. Several 
gentlemen, who have had the London papers sent 
them, have laid them aside, because this contains the 
substance not only of them but of the foreign posts 
also." 

The permission to publish granted by the Town 
Council assumed a definite censorship over the 
printers : it was not long before they attempted to 
enforce their claims : — 

" All the copies of a certain number issued In February, 
1723, were seized by the Magistrates, in consequence 
of their containing a very little paragraph regarding a 
Mr. Patrick Holden, then under probation before the 
Lords of Session as presentee of the Crown for a seat 
on the bench— he being a mere creature of the Minis- 
try and unfitted for the office of senator, to which 
eventually he does not seem to have attained. Indig- 
nant at the remark. 'We do not hear of any great 
discoveries yet made to his prejudice,' the judges 
inflicted punishment upon McEuen who was compelled 
in his next issue to apologise to his country subscribers, 
and explain why they were not served 'with that day's 
Courant, as also why we have been so sparing all along 
of home news.'"* 

It was not long before the magistrates found 
another occasion for interfering. In June, 1725, 
a riot, known as the " Shawfield Riot," took place 

• Grant's " Old and New Edinburgh," L, 287. 
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in Glasgow over the Malt Tax. On the Monday 
after the event, McEuen, who seems to have been 
the responsible head of the concern, printed an 
account of the riot, in which he said that the 
Glasgow magistrates and soldiers had done their 
best to suppress it. This statement did not suit 
the Edinburgh Council, who, for a reason of their 
own, wished it to be thought that their Glasgow 
brethren were art and part in the disturbance. 
They accordingly tried to browbeat McEuen into 
giving their version of the affair a place in his 
paper. But McEuen was a burgess of the western 
city, and stoutly refused to comply, "whereupon," 
says Wodrow, who tells the story,* ** this lying 
and partial account was printed by the Caledonian 
Mercury^ a Jacobite paper." Not to be outdone, 
the Glasgow magistrates forwarded to their 
champion their account of the attitude they had 
taken. The existence of this document became 
known to the Edinburgh provost, who forthwith 
forbade its appearance in the Courant. McEuen 
had to comply with the injunction, but the account 
nevertheless saw the light from a private press, 
which, within an hour after its issue, was raided 
by the authorities. It was a queer affair, and 
justly warrants Wodrow's description of it as *' an 
odd step; . . . first to cause print a lybell, 
and then to stope the liberty of the press and the 
toun of Glasgou's necessary vindication of them- 
selves." 

James McEuen, who had fallen heir to the 
circulating library started by Allan Ramsay, and 
who in turn passed it on to the possession of 
Alexander Kincaid, whom he assumed as partner 
in his business, continued to be the printer of the 
Courant till 1732. In 1825 the paper appeared 
with two woodcuts in the title, one of which was 
inscribed Fama volat. Previous to 1832, the im- 
print ran '* Edinburgh : printed by Mr. James 
McEuen & Co., and sold at the shops of the said 
Mr. James McEuen and Mr. James Davidson, and 
by Robert Fleming at the Printing House in 
Pearson's Closs opposite to the Cross, where ad- 
vertisements are taken in. Price ijd." The 
words "By Authority" had by this time dis- 
appeared, and occasionally no imprint was given. 
Specimens of the essays which seemed so neces- 
sary to the men of that age were sometimes in- 
serted. The imprint of No. 839, Monday, March 
27, to Tuesday, March 28, 1732, however, became 
** Edinburgh : printed for and by Robert Fleming, 
and sold at the Printing House in Pearson's Closs, 
and by several booksellers in town. 1732." In 
the previous numbers the absence of the courtesy 
title "Mr.," before Fleming's name, had been 
conspicuous in the imprints. The change of the 
imprint seems to indicate that at a bound Fleming 
passed from being a mere salesman of the paper 
to being its owner. The new proprietor so far 
departed from tradition that he admitted poetry 
occasionally. 



♦Wodrow's "Analecto," III., 213. 



Fleming retained control over the journal for 
many years. In January, 1745} the imprint ran, 

Edinburgh : printed by Robert Fleming and 
Alexander Kincaid, and sold at the said Alexander 
Kincaid his shop a little above the Cross, and at 
the Printing House in Pearson's Close." It was 
the year of the Rebellion, and the Courant took 
up a position of violent hostility to the Pretender, 
so much so that, as Robert Chambers* says, ** the 
editor was burnt in effigy at Rome on the loth of 
June, 1746." While the rebel army was distant 
from Edinburgh, the Courant held high language 
of contempt. A poem appeared addressed to the 
" Young Chevalier," which began Presumptuous 
Youth." When the Highlanders reached Perth, 
they were described ap ** a pitiful, ignorant crew, 
good for nothing, and incapable of giving any 
reason for their proceedings, but talking only of 
Snishing, King Jamesh, ta Rashant, plunter, and 
new progues." As the Highlanders neared Edin- 
burgh, the tone was distinctly modified, and on 
the day when the rebels encamped at Corstorphine, 
Monday, September 16, the journal suppressed its 
imprint. The number for the following day had 
the ordinary imprint, and in addition contained 
this note: — 

" Bv order of Mr. Murray of Broiighton, Secretary, 
Edinburgh, Septemlier the 18th. Since our last, the 
Prince with his Highlaml army has taken possession 
of this place ; but we must refer you for particulars to 
our next.'* 

That number, however, did not appear for a week, 
and was then occupied mainly with an account of 
the battle of Prestonpans. It had no imprint — 
the imprint was not resumed till November 5, 
1745. By this time the Prince had left Edinburgh, 
and the Courant celebrated the occasion by giving 
"His Majesty's Most Gracious Speech to both 
Houses of Parliament," and the lojral addresses 
made in response. 

As the Courant increased in years, so it also 
increased in size and price. Its price was of 
necessity largely dependent on the taxes imposed 
on newspapers qua newspapers, and on advertise- 
ments. On January i, 1753, it appeared as a 
4 pp. folio with three columns to page. It was 
still sold by Fleming, but at " the first stair below 
the Laigh Coffee House, opposite to the Cross, 
north side of the street" It said: 

As we are now provided with a lanre size of paper, 
WG take this opportunity to express our acknowledg- 
ments to the public for the encouragement we have 
hitherto met with. It was this kind reception and 
th^ great increase of the spirit of advertising, that 
determined us long ago to apply to the Stamp OfSoe 
for such paper, by which we might be enabled to give 
the public a large quantity of news, and sometimes 
papers of entertainment." 

Undoubtedly those who bought the journal for its 
news and not for its advertisements had reason to 
complain. Out of twelve available columns the 
*' spirit of advertising'* absorbed all but three. 

* "History of Rebellion," I., 280. 
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Some confusion crept into the office in 1758, for 
all the issues' from October 14 to December 30 
bear the monotonous number 9558 — a figure which 
it is impossible to understand. Before 1767 pub- 
lication days were changed to Monday, Wednes- 
day, and Saturday. 

In 1779 the proprietorship was modified, and 
the imprint became " Edinburgh : printed for and 
sold by Fleming and Ramsay, Old Fishmarket 
Close, where advertisements,'* etc. At the same 
time the appearance of the journal was consider- 
ably altered. The city arms were inserted in the 
title, and the printing was better done, new type 
being employed. In September, 1785, Ramsay's 
name alone is inserted as proprietor. For the 
first time, on the 3rd of that month, " Printed by 
David Ramsay, Old Fishmarket Close," was in- 
serted immediately below the title, and " Sold by 
David Ramsay, Fishmarket Close," at the end of 
the last column on the last page. The Ramsay 
proprietorship continued till i860. Under their 
sway the Courant took premier place among the 
journals of the capital — a place from which it was 
deposed only by the Scotsman. In the first half 
of the nineteenth century it stood, as a contem- 
porary affirmed, "at the head of the Scottish 
newspaper press in point of advertising, and 
among the highest in circulation." It led the way 
in inserting private letters, and while the events 
of the French Rovolution were in progress its 
conductors succeeded in procuring and printing 
intelligence almost as soon as the London papers. 
The last of the Ramsay imprints appeared in i860, 
and ran in the name of the " Trustees of the late 
Patrick Rigg Ramsay." 

For a good part of its history the Courant^ like 
its contemporaries, had no official who could be 
termed the editor in its modern meaning. The 
ordinary newspaper was a thing of shreds and 
patches, and the printer simply collected into the 
same sheet what came to him from various 
quarters. The nineteenth century, however, 
showed that a change in this mode of conducting 
a newspaper was needful, and the Courant had to 
appoint a regular editor. The name of the earliest 
editor I have met with is that of George Houy, 
a man whose history reflects no credit on the 
journal. While conducting the Fife Herald, he 
had acquired a reputation for living beyond his 
means, and when he came to Edinburgh to take 
charge of the Courant in 1826 he did not abandon 
his extravagance. In a little over a year he fled 
the city, leaving behind him forgeries to an 
enormous amount. Many tales are told of his 
daring effrontery. He was succeeded by David 
Buchanan, who had had editorial experience on 
the Weekly Register and the Caledonian Mercury. 
Buchanan was the son of that David who intro- 
duced the first printing press into Montrose, and 
had himself a certain fame as an economist. He 
continued in office till his death at Glasgow, 
August 13, 1848, in his seventieth year. His 
conduct of the paper was fully to the mind of its 



proprietors. Despite his age and increasing ill- 
health, they declared that age and illness neither 
impaired his mind nor lessened his diligence, as 
his latest articles evinced the same vigour and 
power, the same clearness and conciseness which 
distinguished his early contributions." 

For several months after Buchanan's death the 
journal remained without an editor, and during 
the interregnum it suffered somewhat in prestige. 
At last, in 1849, Joseph Robertson was chosen 
from among several candidates. He had acted in 
a similar capacity on the Aberdeen and Glasgow 
Constitutionals ^ and more than justified his ap- 
pointment. When he died in 1866 the Courant 
said that "on the accession of Mr. Robertson 
its prosperity was immediately restored, and was 
year by year enhanced during his able manage- 
ment." His reign, however, was short: in 1853 
he was appointed to the Keepership of Scottish 
Records in the Register House, Edinburgh. 

Dr. Robertson was succeeded by William 
Buchanan, who had served on the Ayr Observer^ 
and who is said to have been recommended by 
Sir Arthur Helps for the post. For long years 
the Courant had, like its contemporaries, no 
political leanings. As the nineteenth century 
advanced it took on a Conservative bias, but when 
the condition of the party in Scotland necessitated 
an official organ, and the Courant was chosen for 
the purpose in i860, Buchanan resigned. On the 
recommendation of Lord Stanley, James Hannay, 
of literary celebrity, was appointed in his room. 
In the beginning of the same year several signifi- 
cant changes had been effected in the paper. On 
January 2 it appeared as a daily at the price of 
one penny, 4 pp. foiio, six columns to the page. 
At the same time the time-honoured name was 
altered to the simple Daily Courant, and a semi- 
weekly issue on Tuesday and Friday at the price 
of 2d. was undertaken. The imprint on the daily 
issue ran : " Printed and published for the pro- 
prietors daily at the Courant Office, 188 High 
Street, in the New South Parish in the County 
of Edinburgh, by William Veitch of 188 High 
Street." In announcing these changes, the Courant 
spoke of the prosperity of Scotland during its 
career, and added that 

"the spirit and enterprise with which it (the Courant) 
has complied as necessity called it has been rewarded 
with a continuous prosperity, every new adaptation 
of form contributing to maintain and increase its hold 
upon the confidence and esteem of Scotland." 

The old name was reverted to on Thursday, 
November i, i860, the price of the semi- weekly 
edition being raised to 3d. The editor thought it 
necessary to justify his reversion to the title, 
*' which had been familiar to the Scottish public 
since 17 18." He said: 

•'The slight anomaly involved in retaining the 'Even- 
ing' part of our title is counterbalanced by other 
considerations of convenience, and will be pardoned 
in a country where such trifles have never weighed 
M^ainst the advantage of retaining identity of descrip* 
tion and form." 
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The word was retained till December 16, 1871, 
when it was for ever dropped. The old name was 
retained as a running title for one number. 

Evidently the price of one penny for the paper 
proved a strain on its resources, for on announcing 
the amalgamation of the Eainburgh Post and 
Scottish Record with the Courant on October 2, 
1 86 1 J the editor complained that the same public 
who would not grudge expenditure upon other 
articles would yet *' look upon us as insane if we 
charged them twopence for the Courant." 

Hannay's management of the paper brought it 
into some notoriety. He was outspoken in his 
attacks both on persons* and abuses, and wished 
to walk a way all his own. Four years after he 
had relinquished the editorship (which he did in 
December, 1864), Hannay contributed to Temple 
Bar a paper entitled ' ' Recollections of a Provin- 
cial Editor," in which he gave a roistering account 
of his connection with the Courant. A few 
sentences run: 

"For a time I was assisted by the advice of a com- 
mittee of Lhree persons connected with the journal. 
Some public questions arising, one of the three main- 
tained' a certain view of it in our columns, and was 
attaclced hy another of the trio in another letter next 
day. This, I think, was the first glimpse I had of the 
admirable unity of our part^ in the North. . . . 
Among other prompt discoveries was this, that I must 
set my face against being made an instrument in the 
perpetration of mean jobs. There was an old law case 
going on then, and perhaps still, called the Shilpit 
Case. I was absolutely requested by the agent of the 
proprietors to insert a leading article on one side of 
the question, written or inspired by a partner of the 
defendant, who had married the defendant's cook. Of 
course I refused point blank." 

Hannay seems to have enjoyed his experiences in 
'* Reekyboro'," but there was incompatibility 
between him and his post, and he resigned. He 
was succeeded by Francis Espinasse. 

The reign of Espinasse was notable. He found 
the financial position of the paper very bad. 
Certain enterprises he inaugurated, however, 
helped the journal, like the investigation he con- 
ducted into the slate of the poor in the city. 
When the Derby-Disraeli administration took 
office, an effort was made to turn the Courant 
into a more effective party journal, and for this 
purpose it was, on the suggestion of Sir Stafford 
Northcote, in 1868 bought by Charles Wescomb, 
who was or had been an English mayor, and had 
already become proprietor of the London Globe. 
The arrangement proved a most unhappy one. 
The son of the proprietor was appointed manager, 
and his behaviour became most offensive to his 
colleague. Adopting Hannay' s name for the 
proprietor, Espinasse says: 

"The new regime did not lost long, and partly dis- 
appointed the Scottish Conservative patrons and dupes 
of 'Weggley.' . . . 'Weggles' junior had disap- 
peared suddenly into space, and ' Weggles ' senior into 
the gi'ave. His death involved the ruin of widows and 
orphans and others in the West of England. An un- 



* A specimen is referred to in Mrs. Oliphant's " Life of 
Principal Tolloch. 



known quantity of the money subscribed for the 
Courant had been devoted by ' Weggles ' to the support 
of a very questionable establishment in St. John's 
Wood." 

By this time Espinasse had resigned. The paper, 
too, necessarily changed hands. On September 
II, iS6g, it appears to be published by George 
Dominy for a proprietor who died on August 15, 
1870. The journal was put on the market some 
months after, and the result is seen in the imprint 
for November 14, 187 1, when Dominy is set down 
as publishing the paper for the Scottish Newspaper 
Company. Dominy's name is dropped out on 
August II, 1873. Between Espinasse's withdrawal 
and the discontinuance of the paper, it was in 
charge of several editors. The succession was — 
James S. Henderson, James Mure, and W. R. 
Lawson, who '* saw it die." 

As an auxiliary to the Courant^ the Evening 
Express was started in 1880. No. i, Saturday, 
March 6, 1880. 4 pp. folio, six columns to the 
page. Printed and published for the proprietors 
by G. Gillies, at No. 12 St. Giles Street, in the 
High Church Parish in the County of Edinburgh. 
The Express professed to have no politics — *• it 
makes its appeal to no one section or party," but 
this was in word rather than in practice. It also 
declared it intended to cater for ladies whose 
journalistic needs had been neglected. The 
Express^ however, was a weakness to the Courant 
all along, and it ended with the parent journal. 

The end came with the issue for February 6, 
1886. It was then incorporated with the Glasgow 
News, and the joint journal was published in the 
Western metropolis under the name of The Scottish 
News. It is noteworthy that its disappearance 
synchronised with the accession of Gladstone and 
the Liberal party to power. The Courant, in 
announcing the change, said that 

''The proprietors, ... In taking this step, are 
adapting tlicir journal to the necessities of the day"; 

but the combined paper lasted for a very short 
time. When the change was made, the Scotsman 
was jubilant. Its only serious rival was removed, 
and its vials of scorn were poured out on the 
paper which, although liberally subsidised, could 
not yet contrive to exist. The Courant, it said, 
had ''died from want of nourishment. . . . 
It had an honourable youth and manhood, and a 
miserable and decrepit old age." 

"It has had to print the letters of correspondents 
whose effusions had for good reasons been refused 
publication elsewhere. It has had to defend Lord 
Kandolph Churchill, to preach protection, to teach, «■ 
far as it could, the new Toryism ; and it has found an 
unmerciful deliverance at the hands of Mr. Reginald 
Macleod. Who can wonder at the death? Who can 
faUtopity it?" 

The defunct paper, however, left an honourable 
residue behind it in the ** Courant Fund," which 
for a number of years has been worked for the 
benefit of poor children. 

A notice of the Edinburgh Coura$it would be 
incomplete without a reference to the claim re- 
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peatedly made during the last years of its exis- 
tence, viz., that it was the journal which started 
in 1705. Sometimes the claim was made without 
qualification, and at other times in such a hesitat- 
ing manner as to show that some doubt existed in 
regard to its legitimacy. The testimony of the 
Courant itself is not beyond reproach, for it 
vacillated between independency of the 1705 paper 
and a full claim of descent from it. In 1838 its 
own pages declared it to be "Established 1718.'* 
On January 2, i860, however, the unqualified 
statement is made that it was exactly 154 years 
since the first impression of the Courant appeared." 
In the following November the editor is not so 
confident. Speaking of the title, the Edinburgh 
Evening Courant, he said it had 

"been familiar to the Soottish public sloce 1718. 
There were Courants earlier than that, which we are 
entitled to claim in our ancestry, but we are content 
to date from the period when we assumed this exact 
appellation— two years before the existence of our 
oldest Edinburgh contemporary "— 

that is, the Caledonian Mercury , which began in 
1720. The advertisement offering the paper for 
sale in March, 187 1, blunderingly stated that it 
was "established in 1718 under ^e editorship of 
Daniel Defoe." In the last years of its life, 
" Established 1705 " was boldly printed on each 
issue, and the concluding number, in its '*swan 
song,'' as confidently referred to itself as 

"The Courant which was established in 1706 as a small 
sheet at a high price, and has on several occasions 
changed its form and varied its price." 

It will thus be observed that the claim grew more 
sturdy as the paper grew more feeble, and when 
men who were complete strangers to its past were 
in possession of it. So far as I can discover, the 
first hint of the claim is to be found in the his- 
torical notice of the journal which Dr. Robertson 
printed in its columns in 1850. 

The early history of the three Courants put it 
beyond question that the journal which died in 
1886 went no further back than 17 18. The second 
Courant^ instead of being a continuation of the 
first, was intended to suppress it, as is abundantly 
proved from the fact that each of them sent out 
separate issues on March 20, 17 10. The first had 
no connection with the third, because they ran 
alongside of each other for nearly two years, if my 
conjecture that the Scots Courant was the con- 
tinuation of the Courant of 1705 is true, as I have 
no doubt it is. The second Courant had obviously 
no connection with the third, for an interval of 
eight years elapsed between them. Besides all 
this, the Courant of 17 18 inserted the word 
** Evening" in the title, with the evident intention 
of letting all interested know that it drew a dis- 
tinction between itself and the earlier journals. 
If anything more is needed to prove that the three 
papers stood aloof from each other, it is to be 
found in the fact that they had all different pro- 
moters and printers. It is to be feared that the 



Courant which ended in 1886, had its age in- 
creased for purposes of advertising only. 

26 Circus Drive, W. J. Couper. 

Glasgow. 



Adam King.— The Scottish Text Society's 
publication for 1901, "Catholic Tractates of the 
i6th Century," contains Adam King's translation 
of Canisius' "Catechism and Kalendar of Saints," 
printed at Paris in 1588. The editor, the late 
T. G. Law, LL.D. apparently knew no more 
about this Scottish writer than what could be 
gleaned from the title page of his book : that he 
had been a professor of philosophy and mathe- 
matics in the University of Paris. If Dr. Law 
had looked up Dempster's " Historia Ecclesia- 
stica Gentis Scotorum," No. 1,090, under the 
heading of "Adamus Regius," he would have 
found both the Catechism and Kalendar men- 
tioned amongst King's writings, also his Latin 
poems, and a treatise, "De Theoria Planetarium." 
He would have learned likewise that King had 
retired from his French professorship to his 
native city, Edinburgh, and was in practice there 
as an advocate and commissarjr. If Dr. Law 
had also consulted the " Delitiae Poetarum 
Scotorum" (1637), he would find Adamb Regio 
(Adam King) well represented with a poem on 
the nativity of Our Saviour ("Genothliacon lesu 
Christi "), a panegyric on James VI. succeeding 
to the English throne, and a supplement to 
Buchanan's 4th book, "De Sphaera," 610 lines, 
and another supplement of 82 lines to the 5th 
book. These two additions to Buchanan are 
included in Ruddiman's edition, 2 vols., 4to, 
1725, and are eulogised by Dempster as "an 
elegant and erudite work." King died in Edin- 
burgh in 1620, and his library was sold for 
2,000 merks to Robert Monro of Cantullich. 
( Vide " Baunat. Miscell.," 1836, Vol. II., p. 190.) 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 



Freemasonry Terms.— Freemason— Tyl- 
ing a Ij)dge. — A freemason could produce ac- 
curate and ornamental work in freestone, that 
is, a sandstone which could be easily split in any 
direction. Freemasons at a job had a small 
lodge or hut, usually roofed with tiles. Before 
beginning to speak of any matter requiring 
secrecy, all apertures between the roof and the 
walls were closed up. The officer whose duty 
it is to secure privacy at Masonic meetings is 
called the tyler — a term derived from Latin 
tegula^ a tile, through French tuile^ a tile. 

John Milne, LL.D. 
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GORDON BOOK-PLATES. 
(Snd S. . IV. , i77, 178; V. , SO. ) 

The following notes on Gordon book-plates 
are supplementary to what has already been 
written. They are extracted from the "Sale 
Catalogue I of the well-known | extensive and 
valuable collection of | Book- Plates | (ex-libris) 
I of the late | Julian Marshall, Esq. | Sotheby, 
Wilkinson, & Hodge, London, May, 1906," pp. 
90-91. Lots 384-387 consisted of 135 examples 
of book-plates. Mr. J. Malcolm Bulloch may 
be able to trace the purchaser of these items. 
I herewith append the list of those whose names 
are briefly described in the catalogue : 

(Gordon) anon., Chippendale ; (Gordon) At- 
chivement of the Right Honble. John, Earl 
of Aboyn, 17 19, early armorial^ rare; James 
Gordon of Gordon Bank, early Jacobean^ by 
Burden ; Gordon of Halleaths, Chippendale ; 
Gordon of Carnousie, Jacobean ; Edwd. Gor- 
don, Chippendale ; John Gordon, Chip)pendale ; 
Alexander Gordon, Jacobean ; Robert Gordon 
of Hallhead, Chippetuiale^ two states \ Mrs. 
Gordon, Chippendale^ lozenge ; Jams. Gordon, 
Chippendale^ by Gretton ; Sir Ernest Gordon of 
Park, BarL,and Park, 177^^ Jacobean^ two states 
of the sante plate ; (Gordon) anon., Jacobean ; 
Henry Wm. Gordon, Jacobean^ two different 
plates ; James Gordon of Cobairdy, Jacobean ; 
(Gordon) anon., Chippendale^ bookpile ; Gordon 
of Earlestoun, Bart., early armorial ; Thomas 
Gordon, Chippendale^ trophy ; (Gordon) Right 
Honourable the Viscount of ^^'tnvaox^^ Jacobean ; 
(Gordon) Visct. of Kenmore, Chippendale\ Alexr. 
Gordon of Crogo, Jacobean ; Honble. John 
Gordon of Kenmore, Chippendale \ Pryce Lock- 
hart Gordon, pictorial, two impressions^ one 
printed in red ; T. Gordon, 50th Regt, Chippen- 
dcde^ trophy \ Gordon of Zx'a\%^ Jacobean \ (Duke 
of Gordon) znon.^ Jacobean ; The Arms of His 
Grace Cosmo George, Duke of Gordon, Jaco- 
bean, two sizes ; (Duke of Gordon) anon., 
Jacobean^ two states ; The Arms of Her Grace 
Henrietta, Duchess of Gordon, early armorial ; 
Mr. Cosmo Gordon, advocate, and Mr. Baron 
Gordon, Jacobean, two states of the same plate ; 
Robert Gordon of Cluny, 17 10, early armorial, 
a very rare little Scotch plate \ Charles Gordon 
of Abergeldie, Chippendale; Sr. William Gordon 
of Inver Gordon, Bart., early armorial ; Dr. 
James Gordon of Pitlurg, early Jacobean ; Dr. 
James Gordon, Jacobean^ by T. Smith ; Lewis 
Gordon of T^K^m\ix\^^ Jacobean \ William Gor- 
don of Craig, Chippendale ; Gordon of Ard- 
mealie, and Robt. Gordon of Logie, Jacobean ; 
Cha. Gordon, Chippendale ; Alexander Gordon, 
Chippendale; Atchivement Gordon of Glen- 



bucket, early Jacobean ; Alexr. Gordon of Cul- 
venan, advocate, Jacobean ; Fredricus Gordon, 
t'harm., Dublin, Jacobean ; Lieut. Col. Thos. 
Gordon, First Regt. of Foot Guards, Chippen- 
daUy trophy. 

Anyone who has looked at books published 
by subscription long ago will be at once struck 
with the numbers of Gordons who supported 
and influenced writers of merit, and bow in 
many instances books were dedicated and pre- 
sented to them. Let me cite one in particular, 
which is well known to local book collectors. 
I refer to William Thom*s second edition of 
"Rhymes and Recollections by a Hand-loom 
Weaver." The presentation reads thus : 

This Book is Presented 

TO 

EMMA KATHERINE GORDON, 
Lady of Knockespock, 

BY 

The Author, 

Who had the happiness for a time to be a sharer 
in the general gladness of her home; where 
many, as well as he, regret 

She leaves, when autumn weary 

Bids winter waste the plain ; 
She looks on lands mair cheary 

'Til ours are green again. 
Oh, would she dwell amang us 

Where dales are deep wi* snaw, 
Dour winter could na wrang us, 

Nor simmer seem awa*. 

Knockespock, 

September, 1844. 

Aberdeen. ROBERT MURDOCH. 
* 

Scotsmen in the Russian Navy (2nd S., 
111., 5; VI., 171; VII., 45)-— The Aberdeen 
Journal of 25th July this year mentions the 
death at Warsaw of Lieutenant-General J. G. 
Macdonald, a descendant of one of the many 
Scottish soldiers of fortune who settled in Russia 
in the days of Peter the Great, or during the 
eighteenth century. Born in 1853, Macdonald 
passed through the Nicolas Engineering School, 
and entered the service of the Navy. He 
directed the reconstruction of the forts at 
Kronstadt, and he built new forts there, while 
he was the moving spirit in constructing the 
Russian naval base at Libau in the Baltic pro- 
vinces, now known as the "Czar Alexander ill. 
Harbour.*' In the Far East Lieutenant-General 
Macdonald was responsible for a number of 
fortifications. He is described as a type of 
officer that is only too rare in Russia. 

Robert Murdoch. 
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FORFARSHIRE AS A FACTOR IN 
SCOTTISH LIFE AND THOUGHT. 

That an Angus ecclesiastic should have had 
the chief share in drawing up a State paper so 
eloquently expressive of a heroic nation's resolve 
is no small honour to the people of this shire, 
and, doubtless, the recollection of that fact must 
have helped to kindle a patriotic glow in many 
a subsequent son of Angus who was privileged 
to exhibit a similar spirit of steadfast resolve in 
the future emergencies and crises in which they 
were called to take part. Who, for example, 
can fail to catch an echo of this noble remon- 
strance in the brave words used once and again 
by another Forfarshire man, the heroic Andrew 
Melville, when, in defence of what he regarded 
as the crown rights of King Jesus, he dared to 
repel the threats addressed to him by the then 
regent, the tyrannous Earl of Morton, in the 
indignant and contemptuous speech, " Tush ! 
sir, threaten your courtiers in that fashion." It 
is the same to me whether I rot in the air or 
in the ground. The earth is the Lord's ; and 
my fatherland is wherever well-doing is. I haiff 
been ready to giff my life whair it was nocht 
half sa Weill waired, at the pleasour of my God. 
I leived out of your country ten years as weill as 
in it. Yet, God be glorified, it will nocht lie in 
your power to hang nor exile His truth." Some- 
times, exclaims a recent commentator on this 
scene, words show as true valour as the doughtiest 
deeds of battle, and give the man who has uttered 
them a place for ever in the book of honour. 
"They even pass into the storehouse of our 
most cherished legends, and as often as crises 
occur in our history which make a severe de- 
mand on our virtue, they are recalled to stir the 
moral pulse of the nation and brace it to its 
duty." No man, I believe, in Scottish history 
has left his country a richer legacy of this kind 
than the Forfarshire ecclesiastic whose services 
we are now recalling. 

But perhaps a nobler and more characteristic 
speech was that which some years later the same 
heroic leader ventured to deliver to the very 
king himself when that monarch was bent on 
destroying the spiritual freedom of the Scottish 
Church. " Sir," exclaimed the intrepid defender 
of the liberties of the Kirk, as he took His 
Majesty by the sleeve to speak to him the more 
freely, "Sir, we will humbly reverence Your 
Majesty, always namely in public, but sen we 
have this occasion to be with you in private, and 
the truth is, ye are brought in extreme danger 
baith of your life and crown, and with you the 
country and Kirk of Christ is like to wrack for 



not telling you the truth and giving you a faith- 
ful counsel, we man discharge our duty thairin 
or else be traitors baith to Christ and you. And, 
thairfer, sir, as divers times before, so now again 
I man tell you, thair is twa kings and twa king- 
doms in Scotland. Thair is Christ Jesus, the 
king, and His kingdom the Kirk, whase subject 
King James the Saxt is, and of whose kingdom 
nocht a king, nor a lord, nor a head, but a 
member." " Where," cries the eloouent author 
from whom I have already quoted, ^' Where did 
a subject ever use a manlier freedom with his 
sovran? When did mere titular kingship more 
plainly shrink into insignificance in presence of 
the moral majesty vested in the spirit of a true 
man?'* And in view of all the influence that 
such a noble life as Andrew Melville's has exerted 
upon his country, who does not feel that there 
was little if any exaggeration in the judgment 
which James Melville passed upon his uncle 
when he said concerning him that "Scotland 
never received a greater benefit at the hands of 
God than this man." For assuredly he is one 
of those great personalities of our history who 
have left us an example of the moral daring 
which is the greatest property of the human 
soul and the spring of its noblest achievements. 
"It is to men like Melville, who have a higher 
patriotism than that which is bounded by any 
earthly territory, whose country is the realm of 
Truth, whose loyalty transcends submission to 
any human sovran, that every people owes its 
noblest heritage. Such are the men who have 
been the makers of Scotland. Sic fortes Etruria 
crevit!^ And to the crowded ranks of those hero 
spirits whom our Scottish Etruria has produced, 
few Scottish shires have, I believe, contributed 
a more conspicuous share than has the little 
shire on our eastern sea board, bordering on the 
cold North Sea, of which we are wont to speak 
as " the Land of the Lindsays." 

That I am not exaggerating in making the 
claim that Angus has been well-nigh as con- 
spicuous in providing Scotland with great and 
worthy leaders as any other even of Scotland's 
most illustrious counties will be freely admitted 
I think, when I mention that among the spiritual 
heroes of Forfarshire are names so treasured 
and revered as those of Walter Miln, the last to 
suffer martyrdom for the Protestant cause in 
Scotland, and of John Erskine of Dun, who may 
be described as the great torch -bearer of the 
Reformation in Angus and M earns. Erskine, at 
an early age, travelled in Germany, where he 
formed a friendship with some of the leading 
Reformers. Then returning to Scotland, marvel- 
lously illuminated for these times, he became an 
ardent and successful evangelist of the new 
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faith, and to him the Wisharts of Pitarrow, the 
Melvilles of Baldovy and Dysart, the Stratouns 
of Lauriston and Whitstoun were indebted for 
the light of life and the Protestant principles 
which nerved two of them to accept the crown 
of martyrdom. But there were other Angus 
men scarcely less active reformers than Erskine. 
Among them I may mention those doughty 
champions of the Reformation the Wedderburns 
and Halyburtons of Dundee, whose exertions did 
so much to make of that Angus seaport, and the 
adjoining district, such a citadel of Protestantism 
as caused it to be known in that age as **the 
Scottish Geneva." 

Among the Forfarshire names of that stirring 
epoch in our national history that are equally 
memorable with those already noticed,. may be 
mentioned those of David Ferguson, the first 
Protestant minister of Dunfermline, a man of 
fearless and unflinching integrity and outspoken 
candour ; of James Melville of Anstruther, a 
figure in our Presbyterian Church life scarcely 
less noticeable than that of his more enterprising 
uncle Andrew ; of Alexander Leighton, too, the 
Puritan author, whose ears were cropped by 
Laud, and whose son— the more celebrated arch- 
bishop of the same name — was a patriot Chris- 
tian, who, though a man of a very different 
temper from his father, was yet animated by a 
no less heroic and reverent spirit. As types of 
the same sturdy and unbending manhood, figur- 
ing, however, at a somewhat later period in the 
great struggle of the Scottish Church for spiritual 
independence, I may here add those other Angus 
names — James Guthrie, of Stirling, one of the \ 
protomartyrs of the Covenant, after the Restora- 
tion of the Stuarts in 1660 ; William Guthrie, of 
Fenwick, also, and James Durham, of Govan, 
two Covenanting leaders from this same shire, 
who, though they were spared to die in their 
beds, were, nevertheless, as brave-spirited heroes 
of the Presbyterian party as any even of the 
gallant stalwarts who were honoured " to glorify 
God in the Saltmarket," as they were then wont 
to express it, "by sealing their testimony with 
their blood.*' 

But why should 1 limit my list of Angus 
heroes to one side of Church politics when it is 
a fact that Forfarshire claims to have produced 
Cavalier and Episcopal champions so illustrious 
as James Graham, the great Marquis of Mont- 
rose — a man whom Lord Macaulay describes 
as worthy to be placed alongside the heroes of 
Plutarch, while Dr. Gardiner, the best historian 
of the Stuart period, enthusiastically affirms 
regarding him that, "when once he had chosen 
his side, he was sure to bear himself as a paladin 
of old romance ? If he made any cause his own, 



it was not with the reasoned calculation of a 
statesman, but with the fond enthusiasm of a 
lover. Nature had marked him for a life of 
meteoric splendour, to confound and astonish a 
world, and to leave behind him an imperishable 
renown and a name which would outlast the 
ruin of his hopes.'* 

I dare not say that many of the Episcopalians 
of Angus exhibited, either in the 17th century or 
subsequently, much of the heroic quality of their 
great leader Montrose. But that he had many 
successors and imitators is proved by the fact 
that, in the next generation, they produced 
Jacobite leaders so conspicuous and illustrious 
a-5, on the one hand, John Graham, Viscount 
Dundee, the remarkable man known to the 
Presbyterians of the West as "the Bloody 
C la verse," while by his Episcopalian comrades 
of the East and North he was more affectionately 
designated as "Bonny Dundee"; and, on the 
other, as Sir George Mackenzie, the distinguished 
man of letters and judge, who prosecuted so 
many of the Covenanters and secured their 
conviction, and who as a consequence has been 
branded by Presbyterian writers as " the Bluidy 
Mackenzie"; while, as a token that the influence 
of Montrose did not soon die out, it may be 
further added that the Jacobite and Episcopal 
party continued throughout the i8th century to 
be very influential in many of the Forfarshire 
parishes. Thus in Montrose, Brechin, Glammis, 
Maryton, Glenlee, and other parishes probably 
the majority of the people disliked the Revolu- 
tion Settlement and sympathized with the exiled 
Stuart family, while it is an undoubted fact that 
most, if not all, of the leading nobles were "out" 
either in the Rebellion of 1715 or 1745 
both. 

Nor was it, I may add here, exclusively in 
their native soil that the adventurous sons of 
this shire showed their courage and hardihood. 
For they were not stay-at-homes, these dwellers 
by the cold North Sea. On the contrary they 
have roamed far and wide over the earth, 
fighting as soldiers of fortune in foreign wars, 
scheming in the politics and bringing themselves 
forward as actors in the stirring events and 
shifting scenes of European history. "They 
fought in the wars of the Low Countries against 
the Spaniard, served in the Protestant army of 
Gustavus Adolphus, formed part of the Scottish 
Brigade in the pay of the United Provinces 
against the soldiers of Louis XIV., and have 
left their bones under a halo of glory on the 
banks of the Rhine. Many of them, too, settled 
in Poland and Russia, and gained distinction in 
the land of their adoption." Moreover, since 
Britain's colonial expansion began in good 
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earnest under Chatham in the i8th century, 
many sons of Angus have achieved honour in 
India, America, Australia, and Africa. One of 
the niost recent illustrations of this fact, I may 
remind my readers, was given a few years ago 
by a representative of one of the oldest families 
in the shire— the gallant Earl of Airlie, who 
played, as will be remembered, no insignificant 
part in the recent war with the Transvaal 
Republic in South Africa. 

And yet, how tenderly these wide-ranging heroes 
love their native land. From the far distant 
homes of their adoption as pioneers and colonists, 
in the remote plains of New Zealand or British 
Columbia, whither they have carried their 
strong powers of endurance, their practical 
sense and knowledge of worldly things, and 
where, perhaps, the hard side of their nature is 
most discernible, though, I believe, even there it 
is seldom unmingled with a vein of romance, of 
sentiment, and of feeling, as well as a keen 
appreciation of wit not often to be found in their 
Southern neighbours : I repeat, from practically 
every corner of the habitable globe the hearts 
of these faithful sons of Angus turn in passionate 
attachment to the well-remembered scenes of 
their boyhood's days. And, though he was not a 
Forfarshire man himself, I am persuaded that 
the late Robert Louis Stevenson was only giving 
expression to the deep-felt emotions of every 
exiled son of Angus, when, from his pleasant 
banish inent in the far South Seas, that most 
lovable of recent Scots writers sang sweetly of 
his pathetic longing to return once more before 
he died to breathe afresh the bracing air of the 
old homeland. The noble and thrilling lines 
are probably known to all my readers, but I 
cannot deny myself the pleasure of rehearsing 
them here : 

Blows the wind to-day, and the sun and the rain are 
flying, 

Blows the wind on the moors to-day, and now — 
Where about the graves of the martyrs the whaups 
are crying — 
My heart remembers now. 

Grey recumbent tombs of the dead in desert places, 

Standing stones on- the vacant wine-red moor, 
Hills, of sheep and the homes of the silent vanished 
races, 

And winds, austere and pure. 

Be it granted to me to behold you again in dying, 
Hills of home, and to hear again the call ; 

Hear about the graves of the martyrs the peewit 
crying. 
And hear no more at all 

I need not refer at any length to the part taken 
by Forfiarshire in the agitation for Parliamentary 



Reform and other liberal measures. I will only 
allude, before closing this hurried sketch of For- 
farshire's contribution to Scottish history, to the 
fact that, among the early champions and martyrs 
of that stmggle, this Shire furnished such gallant 
and determined leaders as George Mealmaker, 
who was sent as a convict to Australia for being 
a dangerous political agitator, and, as Sir George 
Kinloch, who had to flee to France to escape a 
similar fate, as well as James Mill, his son, John 
Stuart Mill, and Joseph Hume, that incorruptible 
Radical, who did so much to expose and remedy 
the financial scandals of his day and generation 
in Parliament. 

In connection with the later movement that 
led to the formation of the Free Church ot 
Scotland, the men of this shire, though not so 
prominent as those of some other shires, yet 
played a characteristic and noble part. It was 
here that the saintly Robert Murray Maccheyne 
began the great spiritual awakening, which, 
culminating under the ministry of that other 
Angus-born evangelist, the Rev. William Chal- 
mers Burns, and spreading to many other 
Scottish counties, did so much to prepare the 
people of Scotland for the heroic step of 1843, 
while among the leaders of that great move- 
ment, who were natives of this shire, may be 
mentioned the names of Dr. John Bruce, Dr. 
Thomas Guthrie, Dr, Samuel Miller, and Pro- 
fessor I slay Burns. 

Finally, it may be added that, in the move- 
ment of Scottish theological thought in the 
19th century towards a broader and more 
generous conception of what is essential to a 
true and valid Christianity, either in life or 
thoug^ht, this shire has contributed its fair share. 
For It will be remembered that Thomas Erskine 
of Linlathen, the real founder of Broad Church 
theology alike in England and Scotland, was 
identified with this county by residential connec- 
tion at least. And it was to Erskine, by their 
own confession, that Maurice in England and 
Macleod Campbell in Scotland were indebted 
for those conceptions of the Atonement which 
have had so great an effect on later English 
and American popular religious thought ; while 
in the United Presbyterian Church theological 
development the influence of George GilfiUan, 
and later of David Macrae of Dundee, has been 
equally felt in diffusing similar sentiments. 

Nor, I think, should I forget here to notice 
the fact that the initiation of the second and 
finally successful movement towards the union 
of the Free Church and the United Presbyterian 
Church was greatly facilitated, if indeed it was 
not positively set agoing, by the action of an 
influential body of elders and other ofHce-bearers 
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of the Free Churches in Dundee, who a few 
years before 1900 began to agitate for the 
resuscitation of the negotiations which had pre- 
viously proved abortive. An interesting and 
suggestive fact, proving that Forfarshire is still, 
as in the whole past history of the Scottish 
Church, found well to the fore when there is any 
movement afoot for the advancement either of 
civil liberty or spiritual progress. 

And now, before concluding these general 
reflections, I would only like to add one further 
comment. It is this, that I find a source of 
personal satisfaction in the thought that the 
existing rationalizing school of Higher Critics 
in connection with the Scottish churches does 
not seem to have been largely reinforced from 
this shire ; while probably the most powerful 
preacher of the old orthodoxy in doctrine, as 
modified by a broad and genial culture, which 
our generation has seen, hails from Kirriemuir 
in Angus, in the person of Doctor Alexander 
Whyte of St. George's, Edinburgh. 

I have, I fear, by these discursory remarks, 
kept my readers too long from the analysis and 
review of that specific Intellectual output of the 
district which is, after all, the most original 
and, I hope, the most valuable feature of these 
essays. Accordingly, I now invite attention to 
a bnef summary of the conclusions in regard to 
Ihe special character of the Angus intellect and 
its achievements, to which a careful considera- 
tion of my statistics has led me. 

The first point, then, which impresses me in 
connection with the Forfarshire intellect is this, 
that, unlike the intellect of Aberdeen, Argyll, 
and Banff, where the population has shown a 
predominant bias to secular pursuits, as contra- 
distinguished from those of a more idealist or 
spiritual character, Forfarshire, at least as it 
appears in my statistics, is distinctly character- 
ised by as idealising a faculty as we saw Ayrshire 
and Berwickshire to be in our essay on these 
counties. I hardly think it possible to account 
for the differences in this direction which my 
statistics reveal, but I can hardly believe it is 
altogether without significance that in each of 
these counties the population played a specially 
large part in the struggles, alike for the national 
independence and for spiritual freedom and 
ecclesiastical reform. There may also be some- 
thing in the fact that in each of these counties, 
while the original underlying basis of the popu- 
lation is Celtic, yet the intruding Saxon and 
Teutonic element has so successfully dominated 
and modified the Celtic as not only to force its 
own language on the combined people, but to 
stamp upon that people its own energy and 
serious steadfastness. 



It is interesting to note in this connection 
that I find on examination that the adjoining 
county of Perth also exhibits a preponderating 
bias in the intellect of its notable sons towards 
spiritual or idealist pursuits. In Perthshire, 
however, the idealising tendency has not taken 
the same bias as in Forfarshire. For while 
Perthshire's idealist predominance is due, in 
the first instance, to the exceptionally large 
number of ecclesiastics, spiritual teachers, mis- 
sionaries, and saints which that shire has pro- 
duced ; in Forfarshire, on the other hand, 
though the number of the notable sons of the 
county who have distinguished themselves as 
divines or saints is by no means small, yet that 
number has been considerably exceeded by the 
number of the poets and artists of various kinds 
that have been bom and reared within its 
bounds. It may be thought, perhaps, that this 
result is due to the exceptional research dis- 
played by Mr. D. M. Edwards of Brechin and 
Mr. Reid of Dundee, in the interesting and 
carefully compiled volumes in which they have 
enshrined so much out-of-the-way information, 
particularly with regard to the poets of their 
native shire. I am ready, indeed, for my part, 
frankly, to admit that, in all likelihood, the bias 
of what 1 may describe as local patriotism has 
something to do with the prominent place that 
Mr. Edwards has given to the bards of Angus 
in his voluminous work, entitled " Modem Scot- 
tish Poets." But having made large and in- 
dependent researches of my own for many years 
in the same field of inquiry, I am satisfied that 
the conclusion reached by Mr. Edwards is on 
the whole one that the facts warrant. Mr. 
Edwards places Forfarshire third on the roll of 
Scottish counties as he arranges them in respect 
to their relative fertility in poetical writers. His 
order is as follows : — 

1. Lanarkshire with 144 poets. 

2. Edinburghshire with 141 poets. 

3. Forfarshire with 130 poets. 

4. Aberdeenshire with 106 poets. 

5. Ayrshire with 72 poets. 

6. Fifeshire with 68 poets. 

7. Perthshire with 64 poets. 

Now, twenty years ago, in writing an essay on 
" The Poets and Poetry of Scotland," based on 
my own investigations, I also drew up a synop- 
tical table of the same kind as Mr. Edwards 
has done, and as the results reached by me 
correspond closely with those published by Mr. 
Edwards, it may be interesting to compare the 
two tables. The following, then, is my list, 
showing the order of merit relative to their 
fertility in poetical names reached by the first 



Digitized by Google 



Vol. VIII., 2nd Series.] SCOTTISH NOTES AND QUERIES 



45 



seven counties of Scotland, according to the | 
information I had gathered twenty years ago : — ■ 

1. Lanarkshire with 218 poets. 

2. Edinburghshire with 217 poets. 

3. Forfarshire with 171 poets. 

4. Aberdeenshire with 167 poets. 

5. Ayrshire with 161 poets. 

6. Perthshire with 139 poets. 

7. Fifeshire with 128 poets. 

W. B. R. W. 

To be continued. 

* 

Still Room.— What is a still room? A room 
in a large mansion wherein the housekeeper 
and her assistant prepare tea and coffee for the 
family and visitors, and make preserves, cakes, 
and biscuits, and so on. It was formerly the 
workroom of the lady of the house when en- 
gaged in making household cordials, some of 
which required the use of a small still. In a 
smaller class of residence, this room frequently 
relieves the kitchen of all the lesser cooking 
and of pastry making. It should be near the 
store and housekeeping rooms. 

John Milne, LL.D. 

* 

dlueries. 

769. Henry Shanks. — Is Henry Shanks, "the 
blind bard of Bathgate,'* who issued an interesting 
book in 1881, **The Peasant Poets of Scotland," 
with original pieces, still alive ? If so, he must be 
nearing his eightieth year. Alba. 

Melbourne, Australia. 

770. A. J. Warden. — In 1864 Mr. Alex. J. 
Warden, of Dundee, published an able and exhaus- 
tive work on " The Linen Trade, Ancient and 
Modern." He was also author of a history of the 
County of Angus, in several volumes. I saw an 
allusion to him as "the late." When was the date 
of his death ? Alba. 

Melbourne, Australia. 

771. Peter Paterson. —About the close of the 
fifties of last century there was published in Edin- 
burgh " Reminiscences of the Scottish Stage," by 
Peter Paterson. It was written in a genial and 
graphic style, and contained many droll original 
anecdotes. Was "Peter Paterson" an assumed 
name ? Alba. 

Melbourne, Australia. 

772. ** Thole, and Think On!"— Such is the 
quaint inscription upon an old, weather-stained, 
moss-encrusted tombstone in Liberton Kirkyard, 



near Edinburgh. At first I thought that it was the 
stump of a tree, as it was solitary, but on wading 
through the long grass I found that it was a stone. 
It startled me, this voice from the grave, but on 
reflection I considered that the admonition was 
addressed to the descendants of "the poor inhabitant 
below." The rudiments of a romantic tale are con- 
cealed in this counsel. Was it a story of grievous 
wrong unredressed, or of a bloody feud unavenged ? 
** Endure, yet remember," "Suffer, but dinna for- 
get" — such is the meaning, as I take it, of this 
singular warning. Is there any account of this stone 
in the history of Liberton ? I cannot glean any- 
thing here. Alba. 
Melbourne, Australia. 

773. The Clan Maclean. — In 1838 there was 
published by Smith, Elder, & Co., London, a 

Historical and Genealogical Account of the Clan 
of Maclean, from its First Settlement at Castle 
Duart, in the Isle of Mull, to the Present Period. 
By a Seneachie." Who was this clan historian ? 
He expresses his obligations to Mr. Charles Hope 
Maclean, seventh son of the 13th Laird of Ardgour, 
for defraying the expenses of publication. The book 
extends to 356 pages, and is brought up to date, full 
memoirs being given of the chiefs, eminent clansmen, 
and collateral branches. Amongst the curious in- 
formation embodied in it is a brief memorial of the 
Swedish Counts Maclean, their progenitor being 
Sir John Maclean (youngest son of Hector Gig of 
Duart), who was knighted by Charles I. and sent on 
a mission to Sweden in 1641. When the Civil 
War broke out in Britain, he married and settled in 
Gothenburg. Five of his sons entered the Swedish 
service, and became distinguished soldiers. 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

774. Farquhars in Longside, Aberdeenshire. 
— Additional information is wanted on the under- 
noted Farquhars who are buried in the Longside 
churchyard : — 

(1) Erected by | James Farquhar, | Long^side, 
to the memory of his | wife, Ann Henderson, who 

I died 26th November, 1822, aged 35 years; | also 
two infant children. | The above James Farquhar, 
I died loth April, 185 1, aged 79 years. 

(2) Erected | by | John Farquhar, Merchant and 
Bank Agent, | Mintlaw, | in memory of | Elizabeth 
Farquhar, his wife, who died | 27th November, 
1871, aged 57 years; | and their son, | William, 
who died 20th October, 1849, aged 2 years ; | here 
also is interred the above John Farquhar, who 
died 24th December, 1886, aged 80 years. 

(3) In I memory | Charles Farquhar, | Bank 
Agent, I Mintlaw, | born 12th August, 1849, died 
23rd January, 1897. 

One of the above surname informs me that several 
hail from the district near the Hill of Fare, one of 
whom is said to have written a history of the clan. 
I have failed to ascertain whether the history was in 
MS. or if it appeared in print. No references can 
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be had either in Mr. Robertson's or Mr. Kellas 
Johnstone's bibliographies of Aberdeen, etc. 

Robert Murdoch. 

775. William Farquhar, 1724, Author. — 
What is known of this author or his descendants ? 
The late William Ferguson, LL.D., of Kinmundy, 
mentions him in his book, " Twelve Sketches of the 
Scenery and Antiquities on the Line of the Great 
North of Scotland Railway" (Edinburgh: David 
Douglas, MDcccLXXXiii.), illustrated by George Reid, 
R.S.A., at p. 91, when writing on Tilquhillie Castle 
— a MS. in the Advocates Library printed by the I 
Spalding Club, entitled: A Description of the I 
Parish of Upper Banchory in the Merns, by William 
Farquhar, a.d. 1/24" — thus mentions Tilquhillie : — 
*• Tilquhilly is on the south side of Dee, one mile 
from and opposite to Banchory. A moss, south 
therefrom three-quarters of a mile, is called the 
MuUoch." Robert Murdoch. 

776. McPherson alias McWillie. — The fol- 
lowing entries appear in the Inveravon Parish 
Registers : — 

John McWillie, alias McPherson, in (this) 
Parish, and Elspet Stuart in the Parish of Glen- 
bucket, were matrimonially contracted January 
3d, 1752, and being orderly proclaimed and no 
objection made, were married Janry 28th. 

John McLean and Elizabeth McPherson, alias 
McWillie, both in this parish, after being matri- 
monially contracted and regularly proclaimed, 
were married July gth, 177 1. 
I should be glad of any information respecting 
descendants of the above, particularly as to the name 
now borne by descendants of the first-mentioned 
couple. H. D. McW. 

* 

answers. 

192. W. J. Linton's Origin (2nd S., IIL, 185 ; 
IV., 16 ; VIL, 94). — At the back of a family tomb- 
stone in Longside Churchyard the following inscrip- 
tion will be seen: — "In Memory of | Alexander 
Linton, farmer, Baluss, | who died April 8, 1837, | 
in the 80th year of his age ; | his wife, Margaret 
Catto, I died April 10, 1794, | aged about 30 years. | 
As a debt of gratitude their grandson, | Alexander 
Johnston, farmer, Pettymarcus, | erected this memo- 
rial, 1879." I Robert Murdoch. 

707. Brodie (2nd S., VII., 175). —The surname 
of Brodie is held by some Scottish antiquaries to 
be purely Pictish, derived from Brudi (Latinized 
Brudaeus), the last king of the Picts, a.d. 833. Brudi | 
is no myth, for his name, more or less changed, 
occurs in all our early histories, and even in the 
Chartulary of St Andrews. ** Brodie" is certainly 
Scotch for a little board, but such a sophistical 
derivation will not suffice for an ancient and reput- 
able family like that of the Brodies, which can be 
traced before 1300. The name is likewise spelt 



Brothie in old deeds, and this might give the modern 
iconoclast a wrinkle to infer that the first of the 
name was a dwarfish cook, for there is a tendency 
nowadays to belittle everything. Yet we have such 
surnames still, varied considerably, and with "Mac" 
or "son" tagged to them, as Fergus, Diarmid, 
Angus, Niall, Dovenald, Connal, Gregor, Ferquhard, 
Dugall, Alpin, DuiTus, Ross, and Duncan — names 
of the mighty chiefs of a remote past : then why not 
Brodie, adopted from the last king of Pictland, who 
by all accounts was a brave and sagacious leader ? 
I dare not say that the present possessors of such 
names are descendants, although in Highland 
genealogies they are maintained to be taken from 
some eminent warrior. Doubtless many of those 
surnames were adopted in honour of the early 
chieftains. The late George Brodie, Historiographer 
for Scotland, was ironically complimented in Black- 
wood's Magazine upon ** his Pictish patronymic." 
*^ Brodiesford," taking a common-sense view, would 
simply mean a ford first used by one named Brodie. 
Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

744. The Haigs of Bemersvde (2nd S., VIII., 
12). — Mr. Robert Murdoch invites comments on 
** T. D. W.'s" statement about the Haigs of Bemer- 
syde in the December issue of The Scottish Review. 
In response, I crave permission to liberate my soul 
on the matter, (i) It is possible that hag in the old 
Scottish tongue meant "wood" or ** trees," and 
that the old family name of the Bemersyde family, 
'* Haga," was pronounced with a corresponding 
vowel sound. The word haig^ however, did not 
signify "wood" or "trees," but was applied to a 
woman —a gadabout female — running from place to 
place to tell tales of her neighbours. (2) It is certain 
that for man}' generations — almost from the days of 
true Thomas himself— the couplet attributed to him 
has been understood to mean persons. " Haigs of 
Bemersyde," or "Haigs in Bemersyde" (as Chambers 
has it), is doubtless the correct foftn — not** Haigs on 
Bemersyde" (as "T. D. W." attempts to amend it). 
(3) If Haigs (whose name was pronounced "Hags") 
were in Bemersyde in the Rhymer's time and long 
before it, and if the word hag bore at that period 
the meaning assigned to it by " T. D. W.," it stands 
to reason that Thomas the Rhymer, a learned man 
and a scholarly, was quite aware of the received 
signification, and penned his couplet (we assume 
that he did pen it) with the ambiguous sense of the 
word clearly before his mind. "T. D. W." seems 
scarcely sufficiently alive to the difficulties surround- 
ing a " seer's " position among his own people. He 
objects to the word " Haigs" meaning persons, but 
appears quite content to tie it down to mean trees. 
I Why tie it down either to persons or trees ? Give 
the " seer " as much rope as he needs. Why insist 
that Thomas had distinctly in view the full meaning 
of his couplet when he penned it ? This would be 
asking more from him than is even required of the 
prophets of Scripture, many of whose predictions 
are supposed to have a double fulfilment, not always 
fully present to the prophet's mind. Thomas the 
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Rhymer was, no doubt, a man of great natural | 
shrewdness and sagacity, whose insight enabled him \ 
intellectually to perceive the elements of permanence ' 
and durability discernible in the Haig family charac- 
ter, and whose common sense led him to observe 
■ the unlikelihood of trees ever disappearing altogether 
from the policies of Bemersyde. The double mean- 
ing of the word ** Haig" {persons or trees) aflforded 
the very kind of chance in which the mind of a 
**seer" delighted to revel. It gave him his oppor- 
tunity. It enabled him to have two strings to his 
bow. If the prediction or sagacious utterance or 
whatever we like to call it failed as regards persons^ 
it might still hold good as regards trees. Nowadays 
we do not credit the "seer" of secular history with 
any supernatural power of divination. All that is 
claimed for him is a capacity to read the signs of 
the times, together with the ability to express himself 
in words capable of bearing a double meaning, or to 
construct sentences susceptible of interpretation in 
opposite ways. The recipe for the making of a 
secular "seer" is really quite simple. Given a ruler 
of adventurous disposition, reckless, foolhardy, fond 
of rushing into danger, and what is to hinder the 
♦* seer " predicting a day of mourning and lamenta- 
tion tor the ruler's country ? Many of the vaticina- 
tions of ancient classical times depended to a large 
extent on the ambiguous nature of the utterance. 
The response of the oracle in the case of Pyrrhus 
was equally fitted to satisfy him or his enemies, the 
Romans. Even Scripture itself is understood in 
one instance to chronicle a prophetic utterance that 
is palpably ambiguous. Why not, then, allow Thomas 
the Rhymer his due meed of praise for shrewd fore- 
sight whether we read "persons" or "trees" into 
his couplet? W. S. 

748. William Mackay (2nd S., VIII., 13). — 
Two authors of this name are mentioned in AUibone's 
" Dictionary." One of these, who wrote " Narrative 
of the Shipwreck of the Ship Juno," was the son of 
a north country minister, but died, I think, in 1804, 
and cannot be the Mackay wanted. The other, the 
author of " Tales of a Traveller at Home and 
Abroad," published in 1851, may have been the 
same as the writer of the poem on "Heaven." 
Whether he was "the real Mackay" I cannot say, 
but assuming "poet" and "traveller" to have been 
the same person, I incline to believe him the son of 
Lieut. -Colonel William Mackay of the 68th Regi- 
ment, whose wife, also a Mackay, was a hymn- 
writer and authoress of several popular religious 
stories. S. 

7A9. HuTTON, Hepburn, Lidderdale (2nd S., 
VIII., 13, 31). — I am much obliged to "Amateur" 
for the reply re Hutton, Hepburn, Lidderdale. My 
ancestors, Hutton of Hutton Hall, Cumberland, are 
not extinct in the younger generation. My eldest 
brother, Colonel Thomas Bruce Hutton, is now the 
head. I am told the Fullertons may come from 
Dudwich, and the Urquharts probably from Bards- 
yard in Morayshire. E. C. Wienholt. 



754. Lawrances in Usan (2nd S., VIII., 13). — 
On the faith of two directories dated respectively 
1852 and 1873, it may be asserted with some con- 
fidence that the name Lawrance has now become 
extinct in Usan. S. 

755- What is a "Tap" or "Tapion"? (2nd 
S., VIII., 13). — I take it to have been the small 
round ball of coloured yarn, attached to the upper 
part of the harness, dangling over the horse's head, 
and presumably intended to prevent flies settling 
upon and annoying the animal. Is the " tapion " 
now in use ? The word does not occur apparently 
in any dictionary. S. 

756. Curious Figures on a Tombstone (2nd 
S., VIII., 14). — If I rightly apprehend Dr. Milne's 
description, the figures he describes appear to be 
intended for the Christian symbols of Life, Death, 
and Immortality. The mushroom-shaped growth 
proceeding from the ear of the skull may perhaps 
represent some kind of grain— "it may chance of 
wheat, or of some other grain." Although con- 
siderably earlier than the period of the tombstone, 
might not Allen's " Christian Symbolism in Britain 
before the 13th Century" help Dr. Milne to some of 
the information he is in search of? Clericus. 

757. Barbara Gordon (Mrs. Farquhar) (2nd 
S., VIII., 14). — In all likelihood she was connected 
with the Gordons of TomnavoUan, a family from 
which the Rev. J. F. S. Gordon, author of "Scoti- 
chronicon " and other works, was descended. 

W. 

758. Buchanan Hospital (2nd S., VIII., 14). — 
The Buchanan Cottage Hospital, St Leonards, 
Sussex, was established in 1881. The only notable 
Buchanan I am able to connect with the county was 
Robert Buchanan, Socialist lecturer and editor, 
father of the " Poet of Revolt," who died at Bexhill, 
Sussex, in 1866. S, 

761. Adam Donald (2nd S., VIII., 28).— In reply 
to "Alba," who thinks Adam Donald lived from 
1820 to 1832, and asks for the date of his death, I 
have it before me— "The Life and History of Doctor 
Adam Donald, Prophet of Bethelnie. Peterhead: 
Peter Buchan, 1817." The pamphlet ends with the 
following sentence: "This strange character, who 
caused so much speculation in his time, was born at 
Bethelnie in the year 1703, and died in the year 
1780." W. L. T.^ 

Peterhead. 

764. George Blair, M.A. (2nd S., VIII., 29). — 
In "Report of the Presbyterian Church of Canada, 
1866," p. 164 (Alphabetical List of Ministers and 
Licentiates, 1765 to 1867), Mr. Blair is stated to 
have been a native of Scotland, educated at St. 
Andrews, sent to Canada from the Church of Scot- 
lund, ordained in 1843, and made Superintendent of 
Schools. But there is no mention of him in the 
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body of the report, and in the list he is only called 
*> licentiate." James Gammack, LL.D. 

765. Moses Provan (2nd S.,Vin.,29). — Moses 
Provan died in 1871. "Alba" should see *'The 
Glasgow Athenaeum : a Sketch of Fifty Years' Work, 
1847-1897," by James Lauder, F.R.S.L. Glasgow: 
St. Mungo Press, Limited. 1897. 

Evan Odd. 



After painfully examining a number of local his- 
tories, registers of testaments, and sundry other 
documents of a like description, I am driven to con- 
clude either that Glasgow is astoundingly ignorant 
of its greatest men or that "Alba" is poking fun at' 
the Western metropolis. The only person I have 
been able to discover answering to the name in the 
query is Moses Provan, a baker in Glasgow, whose 
will, dated August 27, 1762, probably indicates the 
proximate period of his decease. Neither the pro- 
fession, however, which no doubt he adorned, nor 
even the drafting of his own will (if he did that) 
would entitle him to be called " a prominent literary 
man." I am at a loss too to understand what 
** Alba" means by the '* Glasgow Athenaeum " which 
Moses Provan is said to have founded. Is it the 
institution of that name now in Buchanan Street, or 
a publication called The Aihenceum issued by Glas- 
gow students in 1830? On neither supposition, 
however, can Moses Provan be made to fit in. The 
Glasgow Athenaeum, so the local histories tell one, 
was instituted in 1847 under the municipal sway of 
Lord Provost Hastie, and Charles Dickens was 
brought down to preside at the first of its soirees in 
the City Hall. No such person as Moses Provan 
(as far as one's eyesight may testify) emerges from 
amid the welter of names, more or less illustrious, 
present on that occasion. On the other supposition, 
while the publication called The Aihenceum was 
ostensibly conducted by students whose names, of 
coyrse, are forgotten, it was really managed and 
largely contributed to by Thomas Atkinson, a Glas- 
gow bookseller, of whom a critic (Henry Glassford 
Bell, to wit) declared that he " never had been and 
never would be a student." In order that St 
Mungo's city may no longer incur the reproach of 
an ungrateful memory, would **Alba" condescend 
to explain when Moses Provan lived, and what 
writings of his made him prominent ? 

Chappie. 

766. Neil McAlpine (2nd S., VIII., 29).— The 
first edition of Mc Alpine's " Pronouncing Gaelic 
Dictionary," published in 1832, bears on the title- 
page to be the work of "Niel [sic] McAlpine, Student 
in Divinity, Island of Islay, Argyllshire." The 
edition was published in Edinburgh, printed for the 
author, and ** sold by all the Booksellers in the 
Kingdom and on the Continent; also by all the 
Schoolmasters in the Highlands." A MS. note on 
the copy I have seen states that McAlpine was a 
schoolmaster in Islay and an authority on the 
Gaelic language as spoken in that island. It may 



reasonably be inferred that he was a native of 
Argyllshire, and that he aspired to be a minister, 
probably in connection with the Church of Scotland. 
His ambition does not appear to have been realised. 
Probably he lived and died a schoolmaster. His 
** Dictionary " proved to be extremely popular. 
Besides the one for 1832 above noted, various other 
editions are mentioned, of which the 7th was issued 
in 1878, while the last came out in 1881. 



767. Bernardus Paludanus (2nd S.,VIII., 29). 
— Bernardus Paludanus or Ten Broeke, a Dutch 
traveller and physician, said also to have been a 
professor of philosophy at Leyden, was born in 1550 
and died in 1633. He wrote valuable notes on 
Linschot's " Voyages Maritimes." W. S. 

768. James Murdoch, Author (2nd S., VIII., 
29). — I can add but little to the information fur- 
nished by Mr. Robert Murdoch regarding this writer. 
In Weuckstern's "Bibliography of Japan," three pub- 
lications are entered to the credit of "J. Murdoch," 
presumably the ** James Murdoch" of the cjuery — 

(1) "Report on the Religious Tract Society in 
Japan," by J. Murdoch, Glasgow, 1882, 8vo, pp. 11; 

(2) " Ogawa's Scenes and Sights of the Tokiado," 
21 plates, with text by J. Murdoch ; (3) " Burton's 
Scenes from Open-air Life in Japan," 14 phototypes 
executed by K. Ogawa, with text by J. Murdoch, 
Yokohama, 1893, oblong folio, pp. 18. 

W. 

* 

Scots Soofis of tbe /Dontb. 

Anwyl, Edward, M.A. Celtic Religion in Pre- 
Christian Times. F'cap 8vo. Net, is. 

Constable. 

Elliott Lieut. -Col. The Hon. Fitzwilliam. 

The Trustworthiness of Border Ballads. Crown 
4to. Net, los. 6d. Blackwood. 

Good rich- Freer, A. Outer Isles. Illustrated 
by Allan Barnard. Demy 8vo. Net, 5s. 

Constable. 

Stevenson, J. H. The Ruthven of Freeland 
Peerage and its Critics. F'cap 4to. Net, 5s. 
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PROFESSOR JOHN STEWART AND 
HIS PUPIL WILLIAM GRANT. - 

' The following copy letter may be of some 
interest. Tam mere's only son, William, to 

i whom it refers, had a somewhat chequered 
career, but at his death held the lucrative ap- 
pointment of Collector of Customs at St. Lucia, 
conferred on him by General Grant of Ballin- 

I dalloch on the conquest of that island by the 
latter in 1779 '— 
Sir 

This goes w*^ your Son, who hath attended 
my Class for the Elem" of Geometry and Tri- 
gonomy, and likewise my private Class for the 
I pratical Parts of Mathem": which he hath done 
' to my great Satisfaction : for I scarce ever have 
had any under my Care such a Genius for that 



Study : and I think he has improven his Time to 
very good account: and hath behav'd himself 
decently and regularly in every Respect, so that 
I hope he shall be a Comfort to you and all his 
Concerns — As he has a very good Turn for 
Mathem" I suppose You will think it proper to 
continue to prosecute his Studvs in that way (q«^ 
he much inclines himself) in q<^° case I wou'd begg 
You'll allow him to come up as soon as possible 
next Session of College : and so much the rather 
that the Faculty of the College have entered into 
a Resolution to oblige all our Bursars, under pain 
of Deprivation, to be here agt the 10^ of Nov', 
that the teaching Masters may then fall to their 
Business: which We find necessary in order to 
make Academical Education more beneficial to 
our Students: so that it*s expected Gentlemen 
will take care their Sons be sent in at least as 
soon as they would regard their Children's Advan- 
tage in their Education. 

I received 50"^ from your Son ; and am oblidg'd 
to You for your good paym* I shall take all 9ie 
Pains upon him I can ; and so much the rather as 
I am pretty sure I shall have Satisfaction and 
Credit by him. I heartily wish him all Success 
in this and all his other Studys : and am w^^ true 
Respect 

Sir Your most obliged humble Servant 
John Stewart 

, Aberdeen Aprile 18* 1745 
Endorsed : 
To 

Robert Grant 
of 

Tammore 

Tariimore married Margaret, daughter of 
George Gumming of Recletich, another daugh- 
ter, Janet, having married Alexander Gordon in 
Craigwillie. Tammore's son, William, is very 
frequently mentioned in the MSS. "William 
Grant younger of Tammoir" is mentioned in 
the Boharm Parochial Registers as one of the 
witnesses at the baptism of William, son of 
William McWilliam and Jean Cuming in 
Wester Galdwall. This circumstance (assuming 
that the witness was Tammore's son) may in- 
dicate a connection between Tammore's wife 
and the goodwife of Wester Galdwall, the latter 
having belonged to the Lochtervandich family. 
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FORFARSHIRE AS A FACTOR IN 
SCOTTISH LIFE AND THOUGHT. 
(2nd S., VIII., pp. 17, 4t.) 

It thus appears that, though my figures largely 
exceed those of Mr. Edwards, the result reached 
is almost identical with his. Indeed, the only 
difference is that, while Perth occupies the 
seventh place on Mr. Edwards's list, it stands 
sixth on mine, and I give the seventh place to 
Fife and not to Perth. 

I may, however, be asked here : Has the 
addition which the last twenty years have made 
to the number of poetical names connected with 
all the Scottish counties not affected the relative 
position of these counties to each other.? My 
reply to that question is : Scarcely at all. True, 
Forfar is now second on my list with 25^ names, 
while Edinburgh has receded to the third place 
with only 226. But this remarkable improve- 
ment in Forfar's position arises, I suspect, from 
the fact that recently I have had the opportunity 
of ransacking for fresh names Mr. Stuart Reid's 
comprehensive and carefully compiled antho- 
logy, "The Bards of Angus and the Mearns," 
a work which is a particularly good example of 
what a county anthology should be. Taking 
that fact into consideration, I believe that in the 
near future, when my information regarding the 
poets of Midlothian approximates in complete- 
ness to my present knowledge of the bards of 
Angus, the metropolitan county will easily 
regain its former place. Meanwhile it is only 
fair to say that, as at present informed, the 
seven premier Scottish counties, considered 
from the point of view of the number of poetical 
names that they can claim, stand thus : — 

1. Lanark with 262 names. 

2. Forfar with 259 names. 

3. Edinburgh with 226 names. 

4. Aberdeen with 212 names. 

5. Ayr with 1 59 names. 

6. Perth with 147 names. 

7. Fife with 136 names. 

It is perhaps worth noticing here that these 
seven counties are the very counties which, as 
I have shown in an earjier part of this essay, 
occupy the premier position among the other 
Scottish shires for fertility in notable names of 
all kinds. But suggestive as that fact is, there 
is a conclusion I draw from the comparatively 
backward place occupied on my lists by the 
peculiarly Celtic districts of Scotland, which 
seems to me more noteworthy still. For, con- 
trary to the common idea that the Celtic genius 



is more susceptible to poetic and artistic in- 
fluences than is the Teutonic or Saxon, my 
statistics seem to point to the opposite con- 
clusion. Thus I cannot think it wholly without 
significance that, with the exception of a small 
part of Perthshire and perhaps also of Aber- 
deenshire, not one of the seven premier Scottish 
counties is now Celtic— at least in speech, 
whatever may be true of the racial character- 
istics of theii inhabitants — while the view 
which a fact of this sort suggests must, I think, 
be strongly confirmed by the following vidimus 
of the respective places taken by each of the 
remaining Scottish counties, when viewed re- 
latively to their individual contributions to the 
grand total of Scotland's poets. I place the 
twenty-five names in tabular form to make the 
lesson they teach more impressive, for I think 
it is impossible for any one to cast an eye over 
the results I exhibit without recognising that, 
if my figures are trustworthy, they prove that 
the Celtic Scottish shires come far behind the 
Saxon shires alike in addiction to and success 
in the poet's craft. The following table speaks 
for itself It begins with the eighth Scottish 
county in succession to the seven premier 
counties already enumerated, and reads thus : — 

8. Renfrew with 113 names. 

9. Roxburgh with 95 names. 
I a Berwick with 80 names. 

1 1. Dumfries with 76 names. 

12. Argyll with 66 names. 

13. Stirling with 51 names. 

14. Inverness with 49 names. 

15. Dumbarton with 46 names. 

16. Kincardine with 44 names. 

17. Kirkcudbright with 43 names. 

18. Clackmannan with 39 names. 

19. Haddington with 35 names. 

20. Banff with 34 names. 

21. Peebles with 33 names. 

22. Selkirk with 28 names. 

23. Linlithgow with 28 names. 
24- Ross with 27 names. 

25. Orkney and Shetland with 23 names. 

26. Elgin with 16 names. 

27. Wigton with 1 1 names. 

28. Sutherland with 10 names. 

29. Caithness with 8 names. 

30. Kinross with 6 names. 

31. Bute and Arran with 5 names. 

32. Nairn with 2 names. 

Now, if the facts which I have here presented 
niean anything — and they were certamly com- 
piled without any bias or partiality to one 
theory rather than another — they seem to 
suggest that it is not where the Celtic blood Is 
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purest, but where it is most mixed with Saxon, 
Danish, and other foreign elements, that the 
taste and the talent for poetry are most widely 
diffused. And this is all the more remarkable 
because the purely Celtic population inhabits 
exactly those parts of the country which, from 
the beauty and sublimity of the scenery, seem 
most calculated to stir the Muse's fire, and to 
nurture a poetic soul ; for, with the exception of 
Perthshire, which is not, moreover, a purely 
Celtic county, there is not a single Highland 
county which has produced a respectable list of 
poets ; and when, on an analysis of the 147 
Perthshire poets on my lists, no fewer than 104 
bear the Saxon patronymics of Adamson, 
Anderson, Brown, Beattie, Hogg, Sharpe, 
Taylor, Webster, Gray, Reid, Sand, etc., and 
only 43 bear the Celtic patronymics of Campbell, 
Fraser, Buchanan, Grant, Maclaggan, MacDuff", 
etc., one begins to suspect that it is due to its 
Teutonic population more than to its Celtic that 
Perthshire stands so well among its sister 
counties as a producer of poetic genius. 

Returning, however, from these speculative 
regions, in which it must be confessed one's 
footing is not too secure, and directing our 
attention for the moment to the poetic output 
of Forfarshire alone, I fear I must admit that 
here I am rather in a difficulty. For, with a 
population so prone to rhyming as is the case 
with the natives of this shire, one would naturally 
have expected that some, at least, of the more 
important Scottish poets would have been of 
Angus birth. But this unfortunately is not the 
case. It is true that Forfarshire presents a 
doubtful claim to have given birth to Gawain 
Douglas, the translator of Virgil and one of the 
best of our early Scottish poets, as well as to 
Alexander Scott, the so-called " Scottish Ana- 
creon." It is also true that Thomas Hood, who 
sang the " Song of the Shirt " and wrote many 
other fine lyrics, was of Forfarshire extraction, 
and in early youth lived in Dundee, though he 
was bom in London ; and that, greatest of all, 
the English poet, Robert Browning, had at least 
this connection with Forfarshire, that his mother 
was born and bred in Dundee. Nevertheless I 
must frankly acknowledge that, of the 259 poetic 
names that appear on mjr lists, few have attained 
more than local celebrity, though Alexander 
Laing of Brechin, the Leigh tons of Dundee, 
Professor John NicoU of Glasgow University, 
and some others, have produced songs and 
lyrics that are deservedly popular. On the 
whole, however, notwithstanding the number of 
the sons of Angus that have plied the Muse's 
trade, it is not by her poetry that Forfarshire 
has most deeply and permanently influenced 



either the spiritual or social development of 
Scotland. 

On the other hand, the artists of this county, 
though comparatively few numerically — my lists 
contain only 28 names — reckon among their 
number prominent representatives of the graphic 
art like William Aikman of Cairnie, the friend 
of Thomson the poet, and one of the earliest of 
Scottish artists to win recognition in England. 
To his respectable name must be added those 
of Colvin Smith and the Simsons of Dundee, 
as well as that of George Paul Chalmers of 
Arbroath, a painter who is admittedly one of 
the greatest of Scottish colourists. 

In music, also, Forfarshire, while by no 
means backward, can boast of few names of 
more than local celebrity. I have the names of 
a goodly number of violinists and of one great 
vocalist, Helen Jolly Mitchell, known as Madame 
Melba, who is a native of Broughty Ferry. I 
have also the names of a few musical composers, 
including that of James Smeaton, as well as 
that of James Love, organist, Falkirk, who has 
biographed most of our Scottish writers of psalm 
tunes ; but it cannot be claimed for Forfarshire 
that any of our greatest Scottish musicians have 
emanated from its borders. 

Singular to say, it is quite otherwise with the 
histrionic art. For, though I have very few 
actors on my lists, one of them was the great 
American tragedian, Edwin Forrest, a player 
who, though a native of Montrose, occupied a 
position on the American stage very similar to 
that once held by Garrick, Keen, Macready, or 
Irving on our own. 

The philosophical writers of this county, I 
observe next, are also comparatively few. Inas- 
much, however, as James Mill is one of them, 
the great thinker who was the founder of the 
English school of Philosophic Radicals, and as 
the influence of that school, through the writings 
of his greater son, John Stuart Mill, at one time 
dominated the thought of the chief English 
universities, and as that influence, though much 
abated, is yet by no means wholly lost, it cannot 
be denied that in that direction the impact of 
Forfarshire on both Scottish and English 
development has been powerfully felt, and has 
produced very notable results, some of them not 
entirely evil. It is true that the sensational 
philosophy of the two ^lills, with its tendency 
to materialism and scepticism, has never been 
the popular philosophy of the Scottish people, 
and that, since the death of Dr. Bain, it has 
had absolutely no representative among the 
philosophical teachers of our land. Neverthe- 
less, by the reaction provoked as a consequence 
of its remorseless analysis of all thought and 
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feeling and association, it has done not a little 
to produce the spiritual philosophy which, as 
represented by the Seths, Hutchison Stirling, 
Jones, and Adamson, now reigns in all our 
universities. 

It is a noteworthy fact, as evincing the practi- 
cal tendency of the idealising mind of the natives 
of Angus, that natural history and science have 
had more attractions for them than speculative 
philosophy. My tables contain the names of 
no fewer than 53 persons who have gained 
distinction in such pursuits. Many of these 
savants of course are comparatively undis- 
tinguished, but some of them are unquestionably 
illustrious, as will be readily acknowledged when 
I mention that among them stand the names of 
(i) the famous geologist. Sir Charles Lyell, an 
author whose great work, "The Principles of 
Geology," may be ranked next after Darwin's 
"Origin of Species" among the books which 
have exercised the most powerful influence in 
the direction of scientific thought in the 19th 
century. For that work effectually broke down 
the belief in the necessity of stupendous con- 
vulsions in past times, and taught, as had long 
before been maintained by Hutton and Play- 
fair — the latter author by the way, I may re- 
mark, being also a native of Angus— that the 
greatest geological changes may be produced 
by the forces still at work on the earth. (2) 
Alongside of Sir Charles Lyell I would place 
the name of Robert Brown, the eminent botanist, 
a man of European reputation, and whose 
many and valuable contributions to his favourite 
science secured for universal approval the title 
conferred on him by Alex. Von Humboldt of 
"facile princeps botanicorum." It is interesting 
to know that in George Robert Milne Murray, 
F.R.S., the present Keeper of the Botanical 
Department of the British Museum, the reputa- 
tion of Forfarshire in this branch of science is 
still being well maintained. Had I space, I 
could easily add here many other names scarcely 
less distinguished than those already mentioned, 
and adorning well nigh every natural science ; 
but I forbear, and close my notice of the great 
part the men of Angus have taken in this in- 
teresting field of research and discovery by refer- 
ring to a humble and obscure Dundee teacher, 
J. B. Lindsay by name, who, though little heard 
of either in his own day or since, deserves to be 
commemorated as a singularly fruitful and 
suggestive pioneer of scientific thought. For I 
believe it was he who, some fifty years ago, 
discovered and practically demonstrated the 
possibility of that wireless telegraphy which is 
creating so much interest in our own day, and 
which $eems to have a ^reat future before it. 



It is not, however, in pure science that the 
men of Forfarshire have been most conspicuous. 
It is rather in the varied walks of prose literature, 
including journalism. Here, out of 173 names 
which my tables contain, not a few are names 
of first-rate importance. I cannot, of course, 
attempt to characterise many out of that long 
list. But, in addition to the two Mills and 
Thomas Hood already named^ and to Lyell the 
geologist, and Barrie the novelist, also previously 
mentioned, I may rehearse here the names of 
Hector Boece, an early and quaintly interesting 
Scottish historian ; Henry Guthrie, too, the 
biographer of Montrose ; William Maitland and 
William Guthrie, two creditable historians and 
miscellaneous writers of the i8th century, as 
well as Patrick Abercrombie, whose "Martial 
Achievements of the Scottish Nation" is a 
permanent memorial of Scottish patriotism ; and 
John Gillies, the historian of Greece, not for- 
getting Professor Nichol, the astronomer, Robert 
Stephen Rintoul, the founder and editor of the 
Spectator newspaper, and Charles Lowe, the 
biographer of Bismarck, and long Berlin cor- 
respondent for the London Tunes. 

I might easily add greatly to the above list, 
but must hasten on to notice the divines, re- 
formers, evangelists, missionaries, etc., whom 
this county has produced. They number no 
fewer than 1 34, belong to all the churches, and 
many of them have played a most influential 
part in the religious life of the country. This 
will appear evident when I mention that my 
tables contain the names of no fewer than 15 
bishops and other dignitaries of the Romish 
Church, and when I further remind you that at 
the Reformation period this region furnished a 
specially large number of the leaders of that 
movement. Among the earliest and most im- 
portant of these was the well-known John 
Erskine of Dun, one of the disciples of that 
great Mearns evangelist, George Wishart, who 
made his native district of Angus and Meams 
the chief scene of his missionary labours. The 
late Professor Mitchell, himself by the way an 
Angus man, notices the interesting fact in con- 
nection with Wishart's work as a religious 
teacher that, unlike Patrick Hamilton, who 
seemed to aim at a reform within the pale of 
his old church, Wishart strove to set up an 
entirely new organisation. He formed kirks, or 
congregations at least, in Dundee and Montrose, 
the latter probably consisting mainly of the 
lesser gentry in the adjacent districts of Angus 
and Mearns, and the former chiefly of the sub- 
stantial burghers of the town of Dundee. One 
thing which made this task on the part of 
Wishart easier than it otherwise would have 
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been, was the fact that he came at a slightly 
later period in the history of the Reformation, 
and that in the East of Scotland, as a result of 
the commercial intercourse it maintained with 
the Continent, he found a body of people 
already prepared to receive the new faith. 
Dundee was then a thriving seaport, and its 
busy traders, being brought into constant con- 
tact with Continental life and people, could not 
miss the contagion of Lutheran doctrines ; and 
when we know that some professors in St. 
Andrews, and one or two of the greatest abbots 
of Cambuskenneth were enlightened men, and 
sympathised with the humanistic and religious 
revival in Europe, it is easy to see how many 
around them must have fallen under the spell 
of the new doctrines, and how practicable there- 
fore it would be for a man of Wishart's energy 
to attempt to organise the Protestant forces into 
a new spiritual society, though such a policy 
was beyond the scope of a pioneer like young 
Hamilton. At all events, to whatever cause 
the fact is to be attributed, it is certain that 
Forfarshire was one of the earliest of the Scottish 
counties to be deeply and vitally affected by the 
reformed doctrines. By the time, indeed, that 
Knox returned to his native land in 1559, Angus 
had become practically the stronghold of the 
Scottish reformers, and it was doubtless for that 
reason that in 1559 Knox, immediately after 
landing in Scotland, proceeded north to Dundee, 
where, indeed, the zealous Protestants of Fife, 
Angus, and M earns had already assembled, 
determined to make common cause with their 
preachers, and to go forward in peaceful form 
to Stirling, in order that the Queen and her 
council might be in no doubt as to the position 
which they meant to occupy alike to her and 
their spiritual teachers. 

W. B. R. W. 

To be continued, 

* 

Woods of Bonnington (ist S., XII., 72, 
86; 2nd S., IV., 150).— Additional information 
may be gleaned from Alexander J. Warden's 
"Angus or Forfarshire, the Land and People : 
Descriptive and Historical," Vol. III., at pages 
38, 39, 160, 234, 246, 248, 431, 434, 435, 438. 
The Woods of Craig, Drums, Hilton, and 
Keithick are also mentioned in the same volume. 
This work bears the imprint " Dundee : Charles 
Alexander & Co., mdccclxxxii." Mr. Warden 
was a F. S.A.Scot., and author of "The Linen 
Trade," and "The Burgh Laws of Dundee," 
which were very favourably received by the 
press at the date of publication. 

Robert Murdoch. 



The Forbes FAMILY.—The following notes 
on the Auchernach family may be useful to 
Forbes genealogists. Gordon Forbes Nathaniel 
Forbes of Auchernach married his first-cousin 
Isobel, daughter of John Stewart of Drummin, 
and had ten sons, including General Gordon 
Forbes. The general's military career was as 
follows : — 

Capt., 34th Regt., Apr. 12, 1764 (Army Rank, 
Oct. 7, 1762) ; Maj., gth, July 22, 1777 {London 
Gazette)^ Lt.-Col., 102nd, Sept. 25, 1781 (London 
Gazette) ; Col, local rank, E. Indies, June 13, 
1782 ; placed on h.p., 102nd, 1785-6 (Army Lists, 
1782-5); Lt.-Col., 74th, Oct. 12, 1787-g (London 
Gazette, p. 485); Bt.-Col., Nov. 18, 1790; Col, 
105th, Sept. 30, 1794-5 (London Gazette, p. 986 ; 
Army Lists, 1794-5); Maj. -Gen., Oct. 4, 1794 
(London Gazette, p. ion); Col, 56th, Jan. 28, 
1797 (London Gazette, p. 75) ; Col, 29th, Aug. 8, 
1797; Lt.-Gen., Jan. i, i%oo (London Gazette, p. 
37); Gen., Dec. 30, 181 1 (London Gazette, p. 
2498; Army Lists, 1762-1828). His name ap- 
pears in 1828 in list of generals, but not holding 
appointment as colonel, 29th. His name does 
not appear in the list for 1829. He raised the 
74th Highlanders, who orig^inally wye Forbes 
tartan when they paraded, 800 strong, in Madras, 
in full Highland garb. Gen. Gordon Forbes mar- 
ried, in 1770, Margaret Sullivan, and had, amOng 
other sons. Rev. Granville Hamilton, rector of 
Broughton, Northampton, who married, on July 
25, 1849, Georgina Augusta, youngest daughter of 
6th Marquis of Lothian, and had 

Henry Francis Gordon-Forbes (Jan. 2, 1850- 
1903). He entered the Rifle Brigade as ensign, 
July 30, 1870; Lt, Oct 28, 1871 ; Capt, July 15, 
1880; Maj., Dec. 3, 1884; Lt-Col, Dec. 6, 
1893 ; placed on h.p.; Maj., Reserve of Officers, 
Dec. 6, 1893. He served in the Afghan War in 
1878-9 with the Peshawur Valley Field Force. 
He was present at the attack and capture of Ali 
Musjeid, and took part in the Bazar Valley and 
Lergman Expeditions. He also served with the 
Burmese Expedition in 1886-7. He died at Villa 
Theodore, Cannes, Mar. 16, 1903, aged 52 (Times, 
Mar. 19, 1903, p. 8, col 3 ; Official Army Lists, 
1 880- 1903). 

C. O. Skelton. 



The Murder of Two Sons of Gordon 
OF Ellon. — Two boys, the sons of Mr. Gordon 
of Ellon, were murdered on April 28, 171 7, by 
their tutor, Robert Irvine, in revenge for their 
having blabbed some moral indiscretion on his 
part which they had witnessed. This took place 
in a part of Edinburgh then unoccupied, and, 
being in sight of the Castlehill, was seen by 
persons walking there. The murderer was taken 
red-handed, and put on trial before the Barony 
Court of Broughton, when, being convicted by a 
jury, he was sentenced to be hanged next day 
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at Greenside, having his hands first struck off. 
The sentence was carried into execution on May 
I, in accordance with the usage of executing 
condemned criminals within three days of con- 
viction. The body was thrown into a quarry- 
hole near the place of the murder. The pro- 
ceedings are related in the Edinburgh Courant 
of the time. The Barony of Broughton was a 
lordship formed, in 1587, for Lord Justice Clerk 
Sir Lewis Bellenden, out of a part of the Abbacy 
of Holyrood annexed to the Crown at the Re- 
formation in 1560. The Heritable Jurisdiction 
Abolition Act, 1747, took away from Barony 
Courts the power of life and death. 

John- Milne, LL.D. 



Gilbert Blackhall, S.J.— In my note on 
the Scotch Church at Erfurt, I post-dated the 
death of this zealous Aberdeenshire priest in 
1676. He died in the Scotch College, Paris, on 
1st July, 1 67 1. Father Blackhall "shepherded" 
Patrick Gordon to the Jesuits' College at 
Brauensberg in 1652, when the future general 
and trusted friend of Peter the Great, Czar of 
Russia, was only a youth sixteen years of age. 
He is best known by the Spalding Club pub- 
lication of 1844 : "A Breiffe Narratioun of the 
Services done to Three Noble Ladyes," by 
Gilbert Blackhall, priest of the Scots Mission in 
France, the Low Countries, and Scotland in 
1631-49. The ladies were Isabel Hay, daughter 
of the Earl of Erroll ; Sophia, the Countess of 
Aboyne; and Madame de Gordon. They treated 
him shabbily. He wrote his account in 1667. 
He gives a most graphic description of his 
escapes and adventures, written with all the 
minuteness of detail characteristic of Defoe 
later on. Evidently he was a brave and resolute 
ecclesiastic, and it is to be hoped that the closing 
scene of his career passed tranquilly in Paris, 
although remote from the waters of his beloved 
Dee. Alba. 

Melbourne, Australia. 



The Andersons of Mudhouse.— The fol- 
lowing items relating to this family occur in a 
lot of old accounts belonging to the family of 
Petrie-Hay, Keith, which the Rev. Stephen Ree 
has just examined : — 

1584, Aug. I. — Charter by which Blair Alves, with 
consent of his spouse, Marjorie Anderson, sells 
to John Maver, portioner of Urquhart, a kiln 
and rood of land on the south side of the city of 
Elgin : at Elgin, Aug. i, 1584. 
1612, Oct. 26, — Charter by which the Town Coun- 
cil of Elgin sells to Grissel Urwell, relict of 
James Anderson, merchant burgess of Elgin, 
and now spouse of James Douglas, merchant 



burgess there, and to William Anderson, her 
son, two portions of land on the south side of 
the Grammar School of Elgin : at Elgin, Octo- 
ber 26, 1612. 

1616, Sept. 3. — Sasine to David Murray in lands 
of Drumnaquhirrich on charter by Robert Innes 
of Balvenie, at Balvenie, August 8, 1616: wit- 
nesses to sasine— James Leslie of Drumnaquhir- 
rich, John Lesly of Aberlour, Alex. Leslie in 
Bochrome. 

1649, March 13. — Disposition by which Wm. Mur- 
ray, portioner of Drumquhirrich, sells to John 
Leslie in Bochrome lands of Drumquhirrich : at 
Morthelik, March 13, 1649, before these wit- 
nesses — Adame Gordone of Abirlor, etc. 

1660, May 7. — Assignation by Agnes Anderson, 
lawful daughter of the deceased Mr. Robert 
Anderson, "doctor of phisik,*^ to John Ander- 
son, her brother, of alt her rights in her father's 
estate: written by John Lesly of Mudhouse, 
and signed at , May 7th, i66a 

1698, July 14. — Intimation made **in the publick 
marcatt of Bolvenie, holden at Lackie, in the 
audience of the wholl people," that, by virtue of 
a decree of the Sheriff of Banff, John Anderson 
of Mudhouse had arrested all the goods and 
gear of Wm. Stewart in Drumquhyrich, and 
also the following sums due to said Wm. Stew- 
art — viz., ;f 100 by John and Pat. Lesly of Park- 
heg ; ;f 40 by Alex. Lesly in Bochrome ; ;f 40 
by James Anderson of Wastertoune ; ;fio by 
Wm. Innes in Ardbroden ; and 4 boll 14 pecks 
victual due by Thomas Dunbar in Collergreen. 



Still Room (2nd S., VIII., 45).— Is Dr. 
Milne correct in his definition of a still room? 
I do not profess to be an authority on the subject, 
but my wife informs me that, in the Lothians at 
least, the term is used to describe the room in 
which the linen, table accessories, etc., are kept. 
I have consulted several dictionaries, the "En- 
cyclopaedia Britannica," and the new " Harms- 
worth Encyclopaedia," which is nothing if not up 
to date, but in none of these do I find the term. 
Dr. Murra/s "New English Dictionary" has 
not yet got so far as the letter S, The only re- 
ference to a still room which I can at present 
call to memory is in the old English song "Simon 
the Cellarer," 

Dame Margery sits in her own still room, 
And a matron sage is she, 

which would seem to imply that her duties were 
more sedentary than active. Who is Dr. Milne's 
authority for the definition he gives ? It is a 
matter of some interest: especially, as seems pro- 
bable, the term may have different signification 
in different parts of the country. 

I Summerbank, W. Saunders. 

Edinburgh. 

Digitized by Google 



Vol. VIII. 2nd Series.] SCOTTISH NOTES AND QUERIES 



55 



ABERDEEN-AMERICAN GRADUATES. 



(lit S., J., 131; F., i, 125, lUl VIL, 14, 54, 76, 
141y 115; VIII., 127; IX., 15; X., 93, 170; 
XI., 173; XII., 66, 94, 127. 159; '2nd S., 
/., 7, 31, 47, 59, 64, 95, 127, 155, 169; II., 10, 
24, 60, 77, 125, 158, 171, 1S6 ; III., 154, 170; 
IV., 22,91; v., 92, 120.) 

134. Rev. Daniel Allan, native of Ross- 
shire, entered King's College 1824, and gradu- 
ated 1829 (" Roll of Alumni," pp. 138, 140). He 
was ordained and inducted to the charge of 
Stratford and Woodstock, Ontario, 21st Nov., 
1838, but in 1844 he seceded. (" Report of the 
Prcsb. Church of Canada, 1866," pp. 18, 125.) 

135. Rev. James Anderson, son of James 
Anderson, farmer, Cromarty, took classes at 
Marischal College 1825-9, but did not graduate 
(*'Rec. Mar. Coll.," II., 458). He was the first 
minister at Ormiston, in the Presbytery of 
Montreal, was inducted 14th July, 1835, 

there 1861, aged 64. ("Report of the Presb. 
Church of Canada, 1866," p. 60.) 

136. Rev. Daniel Clark, native of Inver- 
ness-shire, graduated at Kino's College 1522 
(" Grad. King's Coll.," p. 278 ; " Roll of Alumni," 
pp. 127, 129). He was licensed by the Presby- 
tery of Inverness, was missionary for a year at 
Martintown, in the Presbytery of Glengarry, 
Canada, and was inducted at Indian Lands, in 
the same Presbytery, Aug. 28, 1839. He seceded 
in 1844. ("Report of the Presb. Church of 
Canada, 1866," pp. 76, 81.) 

137. Rev. Henry Gordon was ordained 
in Scotland in 1833, and became minister of 
Newmarket and King, Ontario, in 1834. He 
was translated to Gananoque in 1837, and 
seceded in 1844. ("Report of^ the Presb. Church 
of Canada, 1866," pp. 44, 4s, 167.) He was 
eldest son of Thomas Gordon, W.S., Edinburgh, 
and himself became Writer to the Signet in 
1825. He died unmarried 12th December, 1880. 
(J. M. Bulloch : "The House of Gordon," App. 
III., p. 221.) 

138. Rev. John Barclay, born in the 
Manse of Kettle, Fifeshire, was son of Rev. 
Peter Barclay, D.D., minister there, who was 
son of James Barclay and Elspeth Mitchell, of 
Towie Mills, Auchterless (Wimberley : " The 
Barclays of Barclay," p. 65). He was the first 
pastor of St. Andrew's Church, Kingston, 
Ontario. Educated at Edinburgh, he came to 



Kingston 1821, and died 26th Sept., i826Mge<l 
29. (" Report of the Presb. Church of Canada, 
1866," pp. 49, 165.) 

139. Rev. William Masson, son of the 
parish minister of Botriphnie, studied at Maris- 
chal College 1847-50 ("Rec. Mar. Coll.," II., 
P- 539)1 was licensed by the Presbytery of Elgin, 
and went to Canada in 1856. For two years he 
served as missionary in the Presbytery of 
Hamilton, and then was two years in charge of 
St John's Church, in Hamilton. In i860 he 
became minister at Russelltown Flats, Montreal. 
(" Report of the Presb. Church of Canada," pp. 
55, 1^8.) 

140. Rev. Alexander McKay, Pictou, 
Nova Scotia, graduated at King's College in 
1848. He was minister at Lochiel, in the 
Presbytery of Glengarry, Ont, 1866. ("Report 
of the Presb. Church of Canada," pp. 81, 169.) 

141. Rev. Alexander McKid, native of 
Thurso, received his M.A. degree at King's 
College 1842 ("Roll of Alumni," pp. 136-8; 
" Grad. King's Coll.," p. 295) ; became minister 
at Bytown, now Ottawa, for two years. In 1845 
he became minister at Hamilton, and was trans- 
lated from that to Goderich in 1848, where, in 
1866, he retired from the ministry. ("Report 
of the Presb. Church of Canada, 1866," pp. 13, 
19, 169.) 

142. Rev. George Law, native of Fetter- 
esso, was at King's College 1850-5, but does not 
appear to have taken his degree (" Roll of 
Alumni," pp. 176-7). He was missionary in 
Nova Scotia, and in 1865 was inducted at 
Chinguaconsy as minister in the end of 1865. 
("Report of the Presb. Church of Canada, 1866," 
pp. 41, 168.) 

143. Rev. James Mair, son of James Mair, 
New Deer ; graduated at Marischal College in 
1850 ; was licensed by the Presbytery of Glasgow 
in 1856 ; was settler at Barney's River in Nova 
Scotia in 1857 ; and was inducted at Martin- 
town, Ontario, in i860. (" Report of the Presb. 
Church of Canada, 1866," p. 76, 168.) 

144. Rev. Alexander Mann, native of 
Aberdeen, graduated at King's College 18 19; 
was ordained by the Presbytery of Aberdeen in 
1840; and in 1841 was inducted into the 
ministerial charge of five townships in Ontario, 
but finding the work too heavy after ten years' 
trial, he finally restricted his labours to Paken- 
ham in the Presbytery of Renfrew. ("Report 
of the Presb. Church of Canada," pp. 91, 168.) 
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145. Rev. John Herald, son of John 
Herald in Kirriemuir, was one session at Maris- 
chal College 1845-6, and came back for the 
M.A. degree in 1853, ("Rec. Mar. Coll.," II., 
530, 549.) He was sent to Canada by the 
Colonial Committee in 1857, and became 
minister of Dundas, Ont, where he was about 
eighteen years. He died at Meieine Hat, in the 
North- West Territory. (" Report of the Presb. 
Church of Canada," pp. 9, 167.) 

146. Rev. William Maxwell Inglis, a 
native of Edinburgh, was licensed by the 
Presbytery of Fordyce in 1861 ; was assistant 
at New Greyfriars Church, Edinburgh, and 
when there was chosen assistant minister of 
St. Andrews Church, Montreal ; and then was 
inducted as successor to Dr. Machar at Kings- 
ton, Ont, in 1863. ("Report of the Presb. 
Church of Canada," pp. 49, 168.) 

147. Rev. John McKenzie graduated at 
King's College in 181 3 ("Grad. King's Coll.," 
p. 274 ; " Roll of Alumni," p. 119); succeeded 
Mr. Bethune as minister at Williamstoun, On- 
tario, in 1818 ; and was chosen Moderator of 
the first Presbyterian Synod in Canada. He 
was bom at Fort Augustus, and in 1855, aged 
65, he died at Williamstoun, his only charge. 
("Report of the Presb. Church of Canada, 1866," 
pp. 77, 169.) 

148. Rev. Peter McNaughton, said to 
have been educated in Aberdeen, but his name 
is not on the University lists, came to Canada 
under the auspices of the Glasgow Colonial 
Society, and was inducted to the charge of 
Vaughan, Ontario, in 1833, but returned to 
Scotland in 1844, and was minister at Dores. 
In 1847 he was re-translated to Vaughan, and 
then went to Pickering, but in 1855 he demitted 
the charge, and gave up all connection with that 
religious body. (" Report of the Presb. Church 
of Canada, 1866,'' pp. 37, 46, 170.) 

149. Rev. Thomas McPherson graduated 
at King's College 1827 ("Grad. King's Coll.," 
p. 483; "Roll of Alumni," p. 138); went to 
Canada 1836, and was first settled at Melbourne, 
Qu. ; went to Beechridge, Qu., and in 1843 was 
translated to Lancaster, OnL (" Report of the 
Presb. Church of Canada," pp. 78, 170.) 

150. Rev. Robert Peden, said to have 
been educated at Aberdeen, but not as yet found 
upon the University rolls, came from the Seces- 
sion body in 1844, and that year was ordained 
for Amherstburgb, Ontario, but the same year 



ae seceded. (" Report of the Presb. Church of 
Canada, 1866," p. 170.) 

151. Rev. John Rannie, of Walls, Shetland, 
graduated at King's College 1845 ("Grad. King's 
Coll.," p. 297 ; " Roll of Alumni," p. 163) ; was 
Murray Lecturer 1854-5 ; minister of New 
Amsterdam 1857 ("Grad.," p. 81), and appointed 
to Chatham, Ontario, 1859. ("Report of the 
Presb. Church of Canada, 1866," pp. 17, 170.) 

152. Rev. Alexander Ross, said to have 
been educated at Aberdeen, came from Aid- 
borough, Ontario, to Woolwich in 1823, where 
he was the first minister in chai]ge. In 1846 he 
removed to Gwillimburg, and died at Brantford 
1857, aged 63. He was much esteemed as an 
able and learned man. (" Report of the Presb. 
Church of Canada, 1866," pp. 24, 44, 171.) He 
probably was the person of that name from 
Ross-shire who took the form classes at King's 
College 1818-22, but not the degree. ("Roll of 
Alumni," p. 129.) 

153. Rev. Walter R. Ross took the form 
sessions at King's College 1848-52, but ap- 
parently not his degree. ("Roll of Alumni," 
p. 173.) He was inducted to Pickering, Ontario, 
m 1 86 1, and was there in 1866. ("Report of 
the Presb. Church of Canada, 1866," pp. 37, 171) 

154. Rev. James Ross, archdeacon. New 
South Wales, a native of Peterhead, graduated 
at King's College 1857, and had D.D. 1893. He 
died at Armidale, N.S.W., in 1902. ("Roll of 
Alumni," p. 181 ; Scott Guard. ^ September 26, 
1902, p. 600.) 

155. Rev. George Smellie, said to have 
been educated at Aberdeen, was inducted at 
Fergus, Ontario, in 1843, a^^d in the following 
year seceded with most of his congregation, and 
continued at Fergus as minister of the CP. 
Church. ("Report of the Presb. Church of 
Canada, 1866," pp. 25, 171.) 

156. Rev. John Smith, from Cromarty, was 
second minister at Becknith, Ontario. He was 
inducted in 1833, and he died i8th April, 1851. 
("Report of the Presb. Church of Canada, 1866," 
pp. 90, T71.) 

157. Rev. Alexander Spark, D.D., bom 
at Marykirk 1762, took his degree at King's 
College 1776, and went to Canada in 1788 as 
tutor m Col. Caldwell's family at Belmont, near 
Quebec. He was afterwards assistant in an 
academy in Quebec. He returned to Scotland, 
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and was licensed and ordained by the Presby- 
tery of Ellon, returning at once to Quebec. In 
1784 he was called to the charge of St Andrews 
Presbyterian Church there, where he died in 
18 19. From King's College, Aberdeen, he 
received the D.D. degree 1804. ("Report of 
the Presb. Church of Canada, 1866,'' pp. loi, 
171 ; "Grad. King's ColL," pp. 105, 252 ; "Roll 
of Alumni," p. 90.) 

158. Rev. Alexander Spence, D.D., was 
inducted to the charge of St. Andrew's Church, 
Ottawa, 1848, but he had been ordained by the 
Presbytery of Aberdour 1841 to be the first 
Presbyterian minister of St. Vincent, in the 
West Indies, where he remained six and a half 
years. The University of Queen's College, 
Kingston, conferred on him the degree of D.D. 
1864. ("Report of the Presb. Church of Canada, 
1866," pp. 97, 171.) He is probably the Alex- 
ander Spence of Aberdeen who was a semi in 
the class of 1820-4. ("Roll of Alumni," p. 132.) 

159. Rev. George Thomson or Thomp- 
son was inducted into the double charge of 
McNab and Horton in Ontario 1851, andwas 
there 1866. ("Report of the Presb. Church of 
Canada, 1866," pp. 92, 172.) He belonged to 
Aberdeen, and graduated at King's College 
1822. ("Grad. King's Coll.," p. 279; "Roll of 
Alumni," p. 129.) 

160. Rev. Peter Colin Campbell, D.D., 
came from Scotland to Canada as a missionary 
in 1836, and was settled at Brockville, Ontario, 
where he remained until 1842, when he was 
appointed Professor of Classical Literature in 
Queen's College, Kingston. In 1845 he returned 
to Scotland, and was presented to the parish of 
Caputh. From that he went to King's College 
as Professor of Greek, and in 1855 became 
Principal of the University. ("Report of the 
Presb. Church of Canada, 1866," pp. 84, 166; 
5. N, <Sr- 2., 2nd S., v., p. 165.) 

161. Alfred Tingle, B.Sc, a native of 
Sheffield and there educated, was teacher at 
Robert Gordon's College, Aberdeen, and in 
1896 became Bachelor of Science in Chemistry 
at the University of Aberdeen. He holds the 
same degree at London University, and the 
Ph.D. degree at the University of Pennsylvania 
1899. He has been assistant in Chemistry at 
the University of Wisconsin, Columbia Univer- 
sity, N.Y., and the University of Toronto, Ont. 
He was Professor of Chemistry at the Imperial 
Provincial College at Chinanfu, Shantung, 
China, up to 1905, and is still attached to the 



faculty of the University as consulting chemist 
and mineralogist (Information from Mr. J. 
Bishop Tingle, Johns-Hopkins University, 
Baltimore, Ind.) 

James Gammack, LL.D. 
* 

Brodie and Hoare Families.— The following 
is supplementary to what appeared in 5. N, &* Q., 
1st S., XII., 61. The Aberdeen Journal of 5th 
September last reports that "a marriage has been 
arranged between Joseph Brodie Hoare, eldest 
son of Mr. E. Brodie Hoare, of Tenchleys, 
Limpsfield, Surrey, and Gwendolen Margaret, 
third daughter of Mr. James Cosmo Melvill, of 
Meole Brace Hall, Shrewsbury." The Hoares 
trace descent from Alexander Brodie, who was 
at Glassaugh, in Banffshire, in the beginning of 
the seventeenth century, but migrated to London. 
Sir Benjamin Collins Brodie, sergeant-surgeon 
to William IV. and Queen Victoria, was Alex- 
ander Brodie's grandson, and his daughter mar- 
ried Rev. Edward Hoare, Tunbridge Wells, 
who was the father of Mr. E. Brodie Hoare of 
Tenchleys. 

Robert Murdoch. 



Two Aberfoyle Epitaphs.— In his notes to 
" Rob Roy," Sir Walter Scott calls attention to 
the folk-lore researches of two of the ministers 
of Aberfoyle parish, and gives the interesting 
legend attached to the death of the earlier of 
the two. Their tombstones stand in the church- 
yard, and are inscribed as follows : — 

Sacred to the Memory | of the | Revd. Patk. 
Graham, D.D., | minister of Aberfoyle, | who de- 
parted this life on the 4th | Septr., 1835, in the 
80th year of | his age and 48th of his ministry. | 

To the Literary World he | was known as an 
accomplished | Scholar — to the Flock over whom 
I he presided, as a faithful Minister | of the Gos- 
pel—to the Society in | which he moved, as an 
humble and | sincere Christian — to his Family | as 
an affectionate Husband, | Parent, and Instructor. 

The inscription on the stone of Dr. Graham's 
predecessor is shorter and more succinct : — 

Hie sepultus | ille Evan^elii | Promulgator | ac- 
curatus | et J linguae Hiberniae | Lumen | M. 
Robertus Kirk | Aberfoile Pastor | Obiit 14 Maii 
1692 I iCtat 48. 

Beneath the lettering there is a shield on which 
are cut out a Scottish thistle, a sword, and a 
crozier, the latter two being crossed. It will be 
noted that Kirk's dates do not correspond with 
those given by Sir Walter. 

Corson Cone. 



Digitized by Google 



SCOTTISH NOTES AND QUERIES 



[October, 1906 



THE CANT FAMILY. 
(Continued from 2nd S., VIII., p. 25.) 

The Charter, No. 1,428, given at Edinburgh, 
6th November, 1534, by which the king granted 
to John Melville of Raiih the annual rents of 
certain lands at Hiltoun of Rossyth in the 
county of Fife, although introducing the Cants, 
as it were, only by a side issue, is interesting, 
throwing as it does a little light upon the state 
of the " Kingdom," at that period. " Robertus 
Orrok et ejus complices pro invasione Alexandri 
O. de Sillebawbe ej usque fratrum et amicorum, 
pro corum interfectione ex veteri inimicitia," etc. 
Walt. Cant is mentioned in a note as a member 
of assize. 

In a confirmatory charter, dated at Stirling, 
4th May, 1536, we again make the acquaintance 
of Henricus Cant of " Ovir-Libertoun," who 
seems to have been a person of some note in 
his day»and his consanguineous witness, Matheo 
Cant. The original charter, dated Edinburgh, 
26th February, 1520, is in the follo\^ ing terms : — 

"... cum consensu Margarete Seytoun 
sponse sue, domine conjuncte infeodationis 
terrarum subscript.,— pro summa pecunie sibi 
persoluta,vendidit(quondam) Henrico Creich- 
TOUN de Ricardtoun, heredibus ejus et as- 
signatis— superioritatem mansionis, turris et 
fortiilicii de Ovir-Libertoun, cum domibus, ortis, 
clausura, 10 marcatas 5 sol. 2 den. terrarum de 
Ovir-Libertoun, yulgariter le Serjandis — landis 
nuncupat. (de quibus 6 mercatas 5 sol. 2 den. 
Walt. Chepman burgen. de Edinburgh de 
dictis Hen. Cant et Marg. in pignore habuit, 
tunc vigore litere reversionis a dicto Walt, 
redemptas ; et 4 mercat. jacen. in lie Bank per 
diet. Hen. Cant et ejus servitores occupate sunt), 
in villa et territorio de Ovir-Libertoun, vie. 
Edinburgh." 

Then follows the extraordinary condition : 
" Redden D. Annuatim regi unam rosam 
rubeam nomine albe firme." This charter 
seems to imply that Henry of Over Liberton 
had got into financial difficulties. 

Again we come to the Carmichaels of Carpow, 
and D. Henrico Cant is a never-failing witness 
to the charters pertaining to this family. As 
none of them are of outstanding interest, being 
simply confirmatory charters of grants of land 
made by and to them, a passing reference will 
suffice. The charter dated Edinburgh, 12th 
March 1536-7, confirms one dated " Dunde 
14 Nov. 1536." Another "Apud Edinburgh 
2 Jul. 1 541," confirms one "Apud Dunde 14 
Nov. 1 536,'' and one " Apud burgum de 
Dunde 13 Mar. 1530." And still a third, given 



at Dundee i6th Deo., 1541, confirms another 
dated at this port so recently as 29 April of the 
same year. 

No. 1,736, bearing the date 26th Dec, 1537, 
from ** Linlithqw," takes us agaiA to Fife, this 
time, however, to the east. It introduces so many 
names still characteristic of the ancient kingdom 
that I make no apology for transcribing it /// 
exienso:—^^ REX confirmavit cartam factam per 
Mariotam Symsoun filiam et unam heredum 
quondam Willelmi Symsoun de Lathrisk (cum 
consensu Johannis Cowtis ejus sponsi), et p6r 
Johannem Johnstoun burgensem de Edinburgh, 
alterum heredum dicti. Wil.,— [qua pro summa 
pecunie persoluta^ vendiderunt David Wemys 
de eodem, heredibus ejus et assignatis, — duas 
suas sextas partes terrarum de Lathj-isk, vie. 
Fyfe :— Tenend. de rege :— Reservato libero 
tenemento Eliz. Cant relicte dicti Wil. : — Test. 
D. Tho. Mailvile rectore de Hwtoun, M. Alex. 
Kynnynmont, M. Jacobo Strang, D. Rob. 
Simsoun Capellano, Tho Kynnynmont, Job. 
Buchquhannane et Alex. Young notariis pub- 
licis:— Apud Edinburgh 13 Dec. 1537]: Test," 
etc. 

We now meet for the first time in these 
charters, George Cant, baillie in Edinburgh, 
who se'ems, like Henry of Ovir-Libertoun," to 
have been a man of some consequence. We 
learn from the Edinburgh Burgh Records that 
there was, towards the end of the fifteenth 
century, in the capital, a Henry Cant, who was 
the son of a George Cant. It is not improbable 
that this Henry, who was seemingly also a man 
of some note, was the father of George the 
baillie, as, according to the Scottish system of 
naming children, the eldest son takes the pater- 
nal grandfather's name, and names in families 
are thus generally reproduced once at least 
in every second generation. It may here be 
remarked in passing, that Henry seems to have 
been a popular family name with all the branches 
of the Cant family. It is always well to keep 
such facts in mind when tracing the various 
branches of a family to their common pro- 
genitor. The entry in the Burgh Records reads : 
" Henricus Cant filius et heres apparend Georgij 
Cant effectus est burgensis et finiuit species et 
vinum." Considering his position in the Town 
Council, therefore, it is no matter for surprise to 
find George witnessing one long charter, by 
which Robert Graham, who, we learn, had been 
thcBurgh treasurer, and Margarete Auldjoy, his 
spouse, get certain town lands in fee ; and 
another by which James Makgill, burgess in 
Edinburgh, and Helen Wardlaw, his spouse, 
get a similar grant. These grants were made 
by the provost and magistrates of the city to 
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the two recipients as a single transaction, one 
piece of land, viz., " tuelf pairts of the commoun 
mere being granted to them " equalie be equal 
diuisioun." Neither the charters nor the records 
are altogether clear upon the subject, and I 
cannot get over the feeling that it was rather a 
shady transaction. 

No. 2,166, a St. Andrews charter, dated "7 
Jun. 1540," confirming one dated at Huntlie 
only three days earlier — surely smart work for 
these days when the motor car, railway train, 
and even the post chaise were not — is interesting. 
Patrick Gray concedes to Patrick, the son of 
Andrew his brother, in life rent, three-fourths of 
the lands of Bawgillo, with their mills and 
granaries, in repayment of the great service 
which the said Patrick had rendered his uncle. 
The lands, etc., were occupied, among others, 
by one David Kante — note the unusual spelling 
of the name! Bawgillo is mentioned as being 
in "vie. Forfare." Can anyone identify the 
locality } 

The next two deeds in the volume to which 
our attention is drawn are mentioned above, 
and reintroduce us to our old friend D. Hen. 
Cant, in his capacity of witness to the Car- 
michaels of Carpow. They are the two dated 
"Edinburgh, 2 Jul. 1541,^' and **Dunde 16 Dec. 
1 541," respectively. 

Another Henry, who has also some claims 
upon our friendship, reappears in a charter 
dated "Apud S. Andream, 18 Mar. 1541-42," 
dealing with the affairs of the Mariote Broun 
mentioned in the first deed to which I referred. 

The last charter in the volume relating to the 
Cants, dated Edinburgh, 19th October, 1542, 
confirms "cartam Jacobi abbatis monasterii 
B.v.M. de Newbottill, et conventus ejusdem, — 
[qua, — cum terre subscripte ad grana et segetes 
essent admodum steriles, et quoad armenta 
propter freguentes incursiones latronum qui 
fuerunt a limitibus ad multos annos elapsos 
quasi vaste et inutiles extarent, — pro servitio 
sibi impenso,ad feodifirmam dimiserunt familiari 
servitori et amico suo Alexandro Adamsoun 
burgensi de Edinburgh et JONETE Cant ejus 
spouse, — terras de Westir Denyshousis, in 
dominio de Newbottill, prope terras suas de 
Romanno — grange, vie. Peblis (infra limites 
specificatas)," etc., etc. This charter is doubly 
interesting to me, for, besides the Cant reference, 
it is one of the first, if not the very first, made 
by the abbot in question. This abbot, who was 
the last of Newbattle, was a member of the 
Haswell family, materials for whose history I 
am at present collecting. Whether of the 
Border stock or of another branch which was 
settled in East Lothian, I am not yet sure, but 



he was a man of outstanding force of character, 
who left his mark at the most critical period in 
the history of his church, not only upon the 
abbey over which he held sway, but also to 
some extent upon the history of our land. This 
is somewhat irrelevant to a survey of the Cant 
family, but I trust that such an irrevelancy may 
be overlooked ; and should any reader be able 
to furnish any particulars regarding the Haswell 
family in general, or this abbot in particular, I 
shall be extremely grateful for the information. 

I Summerbank, W. Saunders. 

Edinburgh. 

To be continued, 

* 

Brodie, Michie, and Gauld Families.— 
The following notes on the above may interest 
your subscriber who is enquiring about the 
Michiesand connections (2nd S., VI., 45, 62): — 
Helen Michie, born 19th April, 1777 (interred 
in Strathdon Churchyard), married on loth May, 
1798, William Gauld, who was born I5lh May, 
1758 — he is buried in Glenbuchat Churchyard. 
Their eldest son, Jonathan Gauld, was born at 
Newton, Glenbuchat, 27th June, 1799 ; died at 
Crofts, Glenbuchat, i6th January, 1876, and was 
interred in Glenbuchat Churchyard. This Jona- 
than Gauld married, on the 19th February, 

1858, Mary Ann Brodie, youngest dauj^hter of 
William Brodie, and his wife, Mary Reid ; was 
born at Backies, Glenbuchat, nth December, 
1828 ; died at Balnacraig, Glenbuchat, 4th 
March, 1905. Their family consisted of William 
Gauld, born at Crofts, Glenbuchat, 31st January, 

1859, died 6th May, 1863, interred at Glen- 
buchat ; Mary Ann Gauld, born at Crofts, Glen- 
buchat, 31st May, 1863, died at Cuhs, 29th June, 
1878, interred at Glenbuchat ; and Jonathan 
Gauld, born at Crofts, Glenbuchat, 8th January, 
1861, who married, at Edinburgh on i6th June, 
1898, Elizabeth Stewart, second daughter of 
Andrew Bell Stewart and Annie Brooks Laurie. 
This Elizabeth Stewart was born at Berbice, 
Demerara, 22nd May, 1878, died at 2 Meadow- 
bank Avenue, Edinburgh, 17th May, 1906. Jona- 
than Gauld and Elizabeth Stewart had the fol- 
lowing issue, all born in Edinburgh : Annie 
Laurie, bom 31st March, 1899; Marion, born iith 
September, 1900; and Dorothy Stewart Brodie, 
born 30th March, 1903. By the death of Mary 
Ann Brodie or Gauld, as stated above, the last 
of that surname in Glenbuchat as a residenter 
took place, a fact deeply regretted by the inhabi- 
tants of the district. 

Robert Murdoch. 



Digitized by Google 



6o 



SCOTTISH NOTES AND QUERIES [October, 1906 



SOME OF DR. JOHN LEYDEN'S 
INEDITED POEMS. 

In response to your correspondent " Alba" in 
your issue of July, I have much pleasure in 
sending for publication in Scottish Notes and 
Queries Dr. John Leyden's " Song of Wallace," 
which, as I pointed out in my article on Hogg's 
" The Spy," has never appeared in any of the 
editions of his poetical works : 

SoNQ OF Wallace. 
By Dr. John Leyden. 

Farewell, each dun heath and each green Scottish 
plain, 

Which Wallace shall never revisit again, 
Where the flower of my heroes lie mouldering 
below — 

But their graves have been steeped with the blood 
of their foe. 

My warriors, undaunted, disdaining to yield, 
WeVe stemmM the red torrent that crimsoned the 
field; 

Where the proud English columns show glittering 
afar, 

We have reap'd with our swords the red harvest 
of war. 

We have fought till our hands to our falchions 
were glued ; 

We have fought against fortune with hearts un- 
subdued ; 

We have piled up the; slain, till we fainted with 
toil ; 

And our's was the victory, our country's the spoil. 

On the field, on the scaffold, each death we defy, 
For 'tis sweet for our friends, for our country to 
die ; 

For these we first arm'd in the green vales of Kyle, 
And for these, amid tortures, we sternly will smile. 

Not fame nor vain glory allur'd us to arms, 
That array foulest murder in fair Virtue's charms ; 
But the gales brought the shrieks of our maids to 
our ear, 

And curs'd were the cowards refusing to hear. 

Our maids they were fair, and our love it was 
true, 

With fondest affection they bade us adieu ; 
Our swords they were wet with the warm trickling 
tear — 

We have melted with pity, but never with fear. 

Farewell, my lov'd friends, who unconquer'd 
remain, 

We, true sons of freedom, shall yet meet again ; 
The fields of the blest are ne'er purpl'd with gore ; 
My country, farewell, I shall see thee no more. 

There is unfortunately no exhaustive life of that 
remarkable man, still less is there a good and 
well edited edition of his poems. The best that 



has yet appeared is his " Poetical Remains," 
published m 18 19, with a sketch of his life by a 
cousin of the poet's— the Rev. James Morton, 
author of " Monastic Annals of Teviotdale " — 
but there are quite a number of Leyden's pieces 
that Richard Heber, who edited the poems, 
either omitted or had overlooked, and which 
have remained unnoticed by subsequent editors. 

The five sonnets in " The Edinburgh Annual 
Register" for 18 10, curiously enough, had 
escaped my notice, as they are not recorded in 
my Bibliography of the Life and Writings of Dr. 
John Leyden, appended to his "Journal of a 
Tour in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland 
in 1800," published by Messrs. Wm. Blackwood 
and Sons in 1903. I am, therefore, under a 
debt of gratitude to "Alba" for drawing my 
attention to the fact, and I lost no time in pro- 
curing the volume. There I read for the first 
time the three beautiful sonnets, entitled 
" Memory," "To the Lark," and "To a Mossy 
Gravestone in Cavers Churchyard." To my 
astonishment, however, on reading the sonnets 
"Sabbath Morning" and "On Parting with 
a Friend," I found several variations m the 
former, and the latter almost unrecognisable when 
compared with the versions as published in his 
poems. I give both versions, so that your 
correspondent and your readers generally may 
note the different readings : 

On the Sabbath Morning. 

With silent awe I hail the sacred morn. 

That slowly waxes while all the fields are still I 
A soothing calm on every breeze is borne ; 

A graver murmur gurgles from the rill ; 

And echo answers softer from the hill ; 
And softer sings the linnet from the thorn ; 

The sky-lark warbles in a tone less shrill. 
Hail, light serene I hail, sacred Sabbath-morn ! 
The rooks float silent by in airy drove ; 

The sun a placid, yellow lustre throws ; 
The gales, that lately sighed along the grove, 

Have hush'd their downy wings in dead repose ; 
The hovering rack of clouds forget to move : 

So smil'd the day when the first morn arose ! 

— From Morton's ** Poetic Remains of the late 
Dr. John Leyden," London, 1819. 

Sabbath Morning. 

Hail to the placid, venerable morn. 

That slowly waxes while all the fields are still ! 
A pensive calm on every breeze is borne, 

A graver murmur gurgles from the rill. 

And echo answers softer from the hill ; 
While softer sings the linnet firom the thorn ; 

The sky-lark warbles in a tone less shrill. 
Hail, light serene ! hail, holy Sabbath-morn I 
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The gales that lately sigh'd along the grove 

Have hush'd their downy wings in dead repose ; 
The rooks float silent by in airy drove ; 

The sun a mild but solemn lustre throws ; 
The clouds that hover'd slow forget to move : 
Thus smird the day when the first morn arose 1 
—From ** The Edinburgh Annual Register " for 
1810. 

On Parting with a Friend on a Joukney. 
Written in 1797. 

As o'er the downs expanding silver gray, 

You pass, dear friend, your altered form I view 
Diminish'd to a shadow dim and blue, 

As oft I turn to gaze with fond delay. 

Alas, that youthful friendships thus decay 1 
While fame or fortune's dizzy heights we seek. 
Or through the mazy windings of the vale 

Of busy life pursue our separate way, 

Too soon by nature's rigid laws we part, 
Too soon the moments of affection fly. 
Nor from the grave shall one responsive sigh 

Breathe soft to soothe the sad survivor's heart 1 
Ah ! that when life's brief course so soon is o'er, 
We e'er should friendship's broken tie deplore. 

— From Morton's ** Poetical Remains of the 
late Dr. John Leyden," London, 18 19. 

On Parting with a Friend. 

While far, dear friend, your parting steps recede, 
I frequent turn to gaze with fond delay ; 
How faint your lineaments and form decay, 

Diminished to a dim, unbodied shade. 

Alas, that thus our early friendships fade ! 
While through the busy vale of life we stray, 
And hold the separate tenor of our way, 

Thus imperceptibly our minds secede. 

Yet sure too soon, thou brother of my heart, 
So lately found, but therefore loved the more, 
Too soon the moments of affection fly ! 
Too soon by nature's rigid laws we part ; 
Surviving friends may o'er our tomb deplore, 
But never hear a soft responsive sigh. 
—From The Edinburgh Annual Register " 
for 1810. 

I am fortunately in a position to place beyond 
doubt the correct version of the sonnet " On 
the Sabbath Morning," as I possess the original 
manuscript of this delightful poem, which the 
Rev. Sydney Smith is said to have pronounced 
the most beautiful sonnet in our language. In 
the manuscript copy it is exactly as in the 
various collections of Leyden's Poetical Works. 
In addition to this MS. I have another, viz., a 
sonnet entitled " Love,** written in 1800, and this 
also is the same as in the collected editions of 
his poems. How, then, are we to account for the 
different readings of these two sonnets ? I can 
only explain it in one way. There may have 



been rough drafts, afterwards revised by Leyden, 
and, along with the other three sonnets, sent by 
him to Scott, who, years afterwards, published 
them in "The Edinburgh Annual Reaster" for 
1 8 10, as he seems to have done the "Song of 
Wallace'' in Hogg's "The Spy" in 181 L 

The little volume your correspondent refers to 
was published in Edinburgh m 181 3, and is 
entitled " A Memorial of Anne Margaret 
Anderson," the wife of David Irving, LL.D.,and 
the poem it contains by Leyden is an " Elegy 
on the Death of a favourite Linnet," addressed 
to Miss Anderson. It was first published in the 
" Edinburgh Magazine" for April, 1799, but has 
never been included in any collected edition of 
his poems. 

Regarding "Alba's" last query : the Aurelia 
of Leyden's muse was Margaret Brown, authoress 
of a volume of poems, published in 18 19, en- 
titled " Lays ot Affection." She was a sister of 
Dr. Thomas Brown, Professor of Moral Philo- 
sophy in the University of Edinburgh. 

James Sinton. 

Hassendean, 
Eastfield, Joppa. 

* 

FoLK-LoRE OF Baptism.— If a brother and 
sister are baptised with water out of the same 
bowl, it is said the sister will have a beard. 
This item of folk-lore is current in Strathdon and 
Glenbuchat. Hence, mothers are warned before- 
hand not to use the same bowl and water in 
baptism when a girl is to be baptised ! 

Robert Murdoch. 



Place-names, Dialects, and Folk-lore 
OF THE North of Scotland.— The Viking 
Club (Society for Northern Research) is about 
to issue a Quarterly dealing with the antiquities 
and records of Orkney, Shetland, and the North 
of Scotland, which district for many centuries 
formed the Norse earldom of Orkney. One 
division of the work will be devoted to the 
elucidation of the place-names, dialects, and 
folk-lore. At present the place-names of Orkney 
are being collected by a local committee under 
the direction of Mr. J. W. Cursiter, F.S.A. Scot, 
of Kirkwall, with the cordial approval of the 
Ordnance Department, who have placed their 
maps at the disposal of the society. The work 
of collecting place-names, making researches 
into the dialects and folk-lore, printing and edit- 
ing, will entail considerable expense in advance 
of publication, and greatly in excess of the 
society's income from annual subscriptions. 
The society wishes to have a sum of at least 
£2poo invested for this purpose. 
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S. Mary's Chapel, Aberdeen.— Amongst 
the papers of local interest in Vol. I., Part III., 
of " The Transactions of the Scottish Ecclesio- 
logical Society," there is one by A. M. Munro, 
City Chahiberlain, on "Monumental Inscrip- 
tions and Carved Woodwork in S. Mary's Chapel, 
Aberdeen," illustrated by sevenal fine photo- 
graphs of heraldic panels and adoration of the 
Magi. 

Robert Murdoch. 
* 

(lotteries. 



777. Origin of Names " Beinn Iutharn 
Mhor" and "Beag." — These hills, which reach a 
height of 3,424 and 3,011 feet respectively, are the 
highest points of a group of hills at the head of 
Glen Ey on Deeside. They form the boundary 
between the counties of Aberdeen and Perth, and 
are on the watershed of the Dee and Tilt, the latter 
river being among the principal tributaries of the 
Tay. We may pass over all discussion of words 
" Beinn," also of " Mhor" and ** Beag." as they are 
well known to mean "big" and "little" respectively, 
confining our attention to "Iutharn." Beinn Iutharn 
being the scene of the last (and most enjoyable) 
excursion of the Cairngorm Club, I being present, 
the name of the hill is of interest to me. In the 
" Scottish Mountaineering Club Guide Book," which 
is incorporated with the ** Journal" published by the 
Scottish Mountaineering Club, I find that the name 
is said to mean the rather unspeakable one of 
"Hell," the whole name meaning "The Big and 
Little Mountain of Hell." Indeed, this was the 
meaning given of the hill by a prominent member of 
the Cairngorm Club who went up it along with the 
rest of the party on the occasion referred to. 
Certainly, on consulting McAIpine's Gaelic Diction- 
ary, I find that, in the English -Gaelic part, " Hell" 
is translated as " Iutharn," but I am also surprised 
to find that "Iutharn" is not given at all in the 
Gaelic-English part. This, however, is a mere 
detail. The object of this query is to ask: Why 
have these hills been cursed with such a terrific 
name ? There is most assuredly no precipice or 
abyss of any kind on Beinn Utharn Mhor, and, so 
far as I could see, the same remark might apply to 
Beinn Utharn Beag: these hills being the scene of 
some bloody and murderous deed was suggested by 
some of the members at the above-mentioned trip. 
Perhaps some of the correspondents to S. N. 6* Q, 
will enlighten us on the matter. 

Craigiebuckler, Sydney C. Couper. 

By Aberdeen. 

778. ' John Heiton.— This gentleman contributed 
to the Edinburgh Ladies^ Journal in 1859 a series 
of articles on the different classes of people living in 



Auld Reekie, interspersed with racy and curious 
anecdotes, which were published in book form in 
i860, entitled " The Castes of Edinburgh." The 
author styles himself "John Heiton, of Damick 
Tov/er." This tower is near Melrose, and I have 
heard that John Heiton died there and was buried 
in the Abbey graveyard. His younger brother, 
Andrew Heiton, a Perth architect, inherited the 
tower, and died in 1893. What was the date of 
John Helton's death ? Probably some of your 
South Country readers will know. Also, was he the 
author of a great deal of verse published in the 
Edinburgh Ladies^ Journal under the pen name of 
"Anthony Oneal Haye," author of " Poemata," 
" Darnick Lajrs," etc.? I have been told that Haye 
was a Writer to the Signet, but I am doubtful if he 
ever existed. Some of the poems were very good — 
I have several — but I never saw any account of the 
author. Heiton also published a number of essays 
and sketches which he had furnished for that same 
paper, but I cannot recall the exact title of the book, 
although I have seen it. Was Heiton the editor of 
the Edinburgh Ladies^ Journal ? 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

779. Priest Gordon. — John Skelton is said to 
have given "a brief but admirable sketch" of Priest 
Gordon " incidentally" in Eraser* s Magazine. Can 
any reader supply the date ? 

J. M. Bulloch. 

78a The Name McKelvie.— I shall feel obliged 
by any information (i) as to its origin, and (2), if 
Scottish, are the McKelvies connected with any 
clan, and what tartan would they have the right to 
wear? Wm. Ferguson. 

Perth. 

781. Burke's "Landed Gentry." — What arc 
the respective dates of the editions, one to eight, of 
this work ? In the Public Library here there is only 
one copy, bearing the date 1849, but as no reference 
is made either on the title page or in the preface 
to the number of the edition, I presume it is the 
first. Have any later editions of Burke's "Com- 
moners" and " Royal Families," than 1838 and 1851 
respectively, been issued ? 

I Summerbank, W. Saundbrs. 

Edinburgh. 

* 

Hnswers. 

530.— An Old Seal of Aberdeen (2nd VI., 
log ; VII., 32, 47). —As a supplement to Mr. Cook's 
answer and with special reference to Aberdeen, it 
may be added that the Commissariot Courts were 
held in the Consistory House, which was built by 
Bishop William Stewart in 1559 in the west end of 
the north aisle of the Cathedral (Orem). Commis- 
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sary Courts were so called because they were held 
by officials or judges to whom the bishops committed 
duties belonging to them. They ceased with the 
abolition of the authority of the bishops at the 
Reformation, but were reappointed in 1563-4 with 
a new charter, and were held in the city of Aberdeen. 
On a representation from the burgesses of Old Aber- 
deen that since the Reformation it had nothing to 
depend upon but the College, an Act of Parliament 
was passed restoring the Commissariot Court to 
Old Aberdeen, November i, 1597. John Spalding, 
author of the '^Memorialls of the Trubles," was 
clerk of the Commissary Court about 1630, and he 
probably continued in office till his death, which 
likely took place in 1648, when, at the instigation 
of the burgesses of Aberdeen, an Act was passed 
transferring the Court to the southern town. The 
Rescissory Act of 1661, abolishing everything done 
by Parliament since 1633, was supposed to overturn 
the Act of 1648, and therefore another Act was 
passed confirming it ; but by the restoration of 
Episcopacy, Old Aberdeen was able to get back the 
Commissariot Courts in 1662, and retained them till 
1690, when they were finally transferred to a house 
in Castle Street, Aberdeen. A fire occurred in it in 
1721, by which all the records ol the Court were 
destroyed. Changes on Compiissary Courts were 
made by Acts of Parliament in 1823, 1830, 1836, 
and 1850, and they were finally abolished in 1876. 

John Milne, LL.D. 

744. The Haigs of Bemersyde (2nd S., VIII., 
12, 46). — I may mention that a history ot the Haigs 
of Bemersyde was written by John Russell, and 
published by Blackwood of Edinburgh in 1881, 8vo. 
This interesting family history covers a period from 
839 A.D, to 1881 : Pictish Genealogy, Early Charters, 
Date of the Rhymer, A Soldier of Fortune, Bal- 
merino*s Trial, Abduction of an Heiress, Jacobite 
Rebellion, Family Genealogy, etc. 

Robert Murdoch. 

759. Sir Hugh Halcrow (2nd S., VIII., 28).— 
The Halcros were a family of considerable distinc- 
tion in the early history of Scotland. They belonged 
to the breed of the old sea kings of Orkney. Tradi- 
tion traces their origin to Halcro, a prince of Den- 
mark. History unequivocally testifies to a marriage 
in the i6th century between a Halcro of that ilk and 
a grand-daughter of James V. of Scotland. From 
this union, in a later generation, came Margaret 
Halcro, wife of the Rev. Henry Erskine of Chirnside, 
Berwickshire, and mother of the Erskines, Ebenezer 
and Ralph, founders of the Secession Church. 
Shortly after the middle of the 17th century, the 
main line of the Halcros of Orkney became extinct, 
but numerous representatives of the name, branches 
from the original stem, subsequently appear in the 
Orkney Islands, especially South Ronaldshay, in 
Shetland, in Leith, and a few in England ; while a 
branch of the family seems to have migrated to 
Holland. It was as landed proprietors, clergymen, 
ship captains, and provision merchants that the 



Halcros sought to justify their existence. They were 
ever men of deeds rather than of words. So far as 
is known, no member of the family ever gratified his 
adversary by writing a book. I am unable to place 
" Sir Hugh Halcrow." The person so designated 
must have deceased subsequent to the year 1845. 
The name may be a nom de plume ^ or the title merely 
one of courtesy; perhaps both name and title are 
** the self-chosen memorial of one who would leave 
behind him no other history." Why grudge a paltry 
knighthood to a family in whose veins the royal 
blood of Scotland flows? If "Alba" will refer to 
Ebenezer E. Scott's ** Erskine- Halcro Genealogy," 
Edinburgh, 1895, he will probably discover ample 
reason for believing the Halcros entitled to any 
number of knighthoods. Aliquis. 

760. Grace before Meat (2nd S., VIII., 28). — 
So far as my knowledge goes, the words cited are 
not well known as a grace either in the North or 
elsewhere in Scotland. The terms used in the query 
appear to be quoted from the fifth edition of Dr. 
A. Moody Stuart's ** Life and Letters of the last 
Duchess of Gordon." In the first and third editions 
of that work, however, no such words as those 
quoted are to be found. In both editions the intro- 
ductory chapter is largely made up of extracts from 
the " Diary" of Brodie of Brodie. On p. 26 of the 
first edition, the diarist tells of having been made 
an honorary burgess of Glasgow, and subsequently 
entertained at a banquet. As an appropriate reflec- 
tion he says in his ** Diary," " Oh so little as meat 
profits I The meat for the belly, and the belly for 
meat, and both for destruction " — which sounds less 
like the gratitude of a thankful heart than the ex- 
postulation of a satiated stomach. Would Mr. 
Robert Murdoch kindly say in what connection the 
quotation he uses occurs ? Is it an extract from the 
** Diary " of Brodie of Brodie ? or are the words 
introduced by Dr. Moody Stuart as applicable to 
something which Brodie has said ? S. 

761. Adam Donald (2nd S., VIII., 28).— Were 
there two " prophets of Bethelnie"? Adam Donald, 
necromancer and quack doctor, according to the 
*' Dictionary of National Biography," was born in 
1703 and died in 1780. The sketch of his life in the 
'* Dictionary," based on a Peterhead chap-book, 
mentions that he was married and had a daughter, 
but does not speak of any son. Yet the qufery 
asserts that **he flourished from 1820 to 1832." Has 
''Alba " fallen into error here, or is it a case of two 
" Richmonds in the field " ? W. S. 

762. James Clyde, LL.D. (2nd S., VIII., 28).— 
Dr. Clyde, who was for some years one of the 
masters in Dollar Institution, is, I believe, still alive — 
at least he was so lately. "Alba" is, however, 
mistaken in saying that he was father of a Scottish 
judge. Perhaps I should rather say he is premature, 
as James Avon Clyde, the gentleman whom I have 
no doubt he means to specify, and who for a few 
months held the post of Solicitor-General for Scot- 
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land under the administration of Mr. Balfour, has 
not yet been raised to the Bench. Doubtless, if he 
is spared till the Conservative party return to power, 
he is in the running for a judgeship, but meanwhile 
he is only a member of the Scottish Bar. I may 
say that Dr. Clyde was the son of the Antiburgher 
minister of Dumfries. W. B. R. W. 

According to the last issue of " Who's Who," Dr. 
Clyde was alive about the beginning of the present 
year. He was then residing in Edinburgh. It may 
not be generally known that he was for some years 
a Secession minister in Dumfries before becoming a 
teacher. As a Greek scholar he was held in the 
highest repute. The late Professor Blackie was 
never weary of singing the praises of his Romaic 
and Modem compared with Ancient Greek." In 
the junior Greek classes at Edinburgh about forty 
years ago " Clyde's Greek Syntax " was well known, 
but not supremely loved by the students. Is not 
*<Alba" mistaken in asserting that Dr. Clyde is 
*• the father of a Scottish judge recently appointed "? 
To the best of my recollection, when Lord Salvesen 
was raised to the Bench last year, the office of 
Solicitor-General, which he had held for a short time 
under the Conservative Government, became vacant, 
and James A. Clvde, K.C., Dr. Clyde's son, and one 
of the ablest advocates at the Scottish Bar, was 
chosen to succeed him. W. S. 

763. Glasgow Book (2nd S., VIII., 28).— "The 
Chronicles of St Mungo, or, Antiquities and Tradi- 
tions of Glasgow," published in 1843, is attributed 
to Wallace Harvey. W. S. 

764. George Blair, M.A. (2nd S., VIII., 29).— 
The details asked for by "Alba" I am unable to 
furnish, but hope the following additional particulars 
about George Blair may not be unacceptable. He 
was bom at Perth in 1818, and studied for the 
ministry of the Church of Scotland at St Andrews. 
On completing his curriculum and receiving licence, 
he was appointed minister of the parish of Monzie, 
Perthshire. His poem, "The Holocaust," deals with 
an incident in the history of the parish, as is ex-, 
plained in the full title: "The Holocaust; or, The 
Witch of Monzie : A Poem Illustrative of the Cruel- 
ties of Superstition, and Descriptive of the Burning 
of Kate McNiven, the Witch of Monzie, and one of 
the last Victims of Fire and Faggot in Scotland." 
After a brief ministry of two years, Blair resigned 
his charge at Monzie, and betook himself to literary 
work in Glasgow. His " Text- Book of the Tele- 
graph" was never, I believe, published. Of hi^ 
subsequent career in Canada I have no information. 

W. S. 

765. Moses Provan (2nd S., VIII., 29, 48).— 
The sceptical banter of " Chappie " (whose identity 
his speech bewrayeth) makes it necessary to be more 
definite. Moses Provan, who is designated "of 
Auchingillan," is acknowledged in the proper quarter 
as tiie undoubted founder of the Glasgow Athenaum. 



The exact date of his death was February 21, 1871. 
There may be truth in the "Chappie's" objection 
to his being described as "a prominent literary 
man," but he seems to have had many cultivated 
interests. The Glasgow Herald describes him as 
"an antiquary and a linguist," and says he had 
" a well developed literary capacity and taste, which 
was equally at home in foreign and native literature." 

Evan Odd. 

770. 'A. J. Warden (2nd S., VIII., 45).— Alex. 
J. Warden was born in 18 10, and spent his early- 
years at Kinnettles. In 1825 he came to Dundee, 
and served an apprenticeship to banking in the 
National Bank. He was afterwards managing clerk 
to Messrs. Balfour & Meldrum, manufacturers, and 
began on his own account in 1833, erecting a linen 
factory. In 1864 he published his book on " The 
Linen Trade," on " The Burgh Towns of Scotland" 
1870, and "Angus or Forfarshire," 5 vols., in 1880-85. 
Mr. Warden died on 24th February, 1892. 

Dundee. A. H. Millar. 

* 
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ELIZA INVERARITY. 



Among the many vocalists whom Scotland has 
given birth to, none aroused more enthusiasm 
during the thirties of the past century than Miss 
Inverarity. She was young, handsome, beauti- 
ful, and possessed of a superb soprano voice, 
which, when exercised upon our native songs, 
was listened to with rapture by the citizens of 
Edinburgh. I heard the late James March, an 



old tenor singer who had been trained by the 
celebrated R. A. Smith, and sang for years in 
St. George's Church choir, declare that Eliza 
Inverarit/s singing of** Logan Braes," " The Lea 
Rig,'' " The Birks of Invermay," and " Gloomy 
Winter's Noo Awa'," was simply perfection. He 
had been an operatic singer himself and had 
heard all the musical stars, but no voice evoked 
the latent feeling in his mind like Eliza Inver- 
arity's. She was a bonnie lassie," he would 
observe, "the grandest singer o' oor country's 
sangs that ever I heard, and she died young, 
about twenty- five years auld." Yet, strange to 
say, no memoir of this gifted lady is to be found 
in our biographical collections. Even Mr. David 
Baptie, in his " Musical Scotland," although he 
refers to her in his preface, omits her biography 
altogether. At anyrate, I have looked his book 
over (edition 1894; from beginning to end, and 
am satisfied that it is not there. 

I subjoin a few particulars which I have 
gleaned concerning her history. She was a 
native of Edinburgh, bom about 18 13, and was 
the grand-niece of the unfortunate poet Robert 
Fergusson, over whose grave Burns erected a 
stone in the Canongate Kirkyard. During Fer- 
gusson's madness he was affectionately waited 
on and attended by his sister Barbara. She 
married David Inverarity, an Edinburgh cabinet- 
maker, originally from Forfarshire. They had a 
son named James, who, I presume, was the father 
of the famous cantatrice. James Inverarity was 
a spirited man, and it is remembered to his 
credit that when young he ably defended his 
uncle from the strictures of David Irving, who 
published a life of Fergusson in 1799. His 
daughter soon became known by her wonderful 
singing of Scottish songs, especially "The Lay 
of the Forsaken Maid," and its melancholy 
burden : 

Sac merry as we twa hae been, 
Oh, sae merry as we twa hae been ! 
It's a wonder my heart disna brak' 
When I think o* the days that are gane. 

Benjamin Franklin in one of his essays, alluding 
to the plaintive air of this homely song, which he 
heard sung in America by a Scottish exile, says 
that the sad refrain haunted his mind for days 
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afterwards. If the singing of this simple lyric 
moved the American statesman so strongly, 
what must have been its effect when sung by a 
charming girl, radiant in the full enjoyment of 
youth and beauty, and dowered with a voicx of 
surpassing sweetness and power, every word 
distinctly enunciated, tingling on the overcloyed 
sensorium ! It had a startling and even electrical 
influence on great audiences in Auld Reekie- 
many were moved to tears, women sobbed, and 
all were visibly depressed with the magic of her 
wondrous rendition of the complaint of a love-lorn 
maiden. Besides, those songs were not Anglified 
trash or Italian stuff— mawkish affectations of 
refined sentiment, which foolish {People think so 
superior, but emanations of native verse and 
witching melody from the " dear auld hameland," 
comin' frae thackit cot, or lordly ha', or lanely 
shielin' — Scotch in fervour, gloom, or gaiety — 
and strongly appealing to the poetry and 
patriotism of the hearer. 

Miss Inverarit/s fame increased. She had 
the best musical education in Edinburgh, and an 
offer came from London for her to appear in 
opera. She went, and was placed under the 
tuition of Sir George Smart, and soon proved 
herself an apt pupil. Another Edinburgh vocalist 
was then m the ascendant and had been for 
several years— Marianne Paton ; but when Eliza 
Inverarity appeared upon the stage she easily 
eclipsed her townswoman. Her first appearance 
in London was at Covent Garden Theatre, on 
5th April, 1 83 1, as Zemira in Spohr's opera 
"The Magic Rose." An anonymous author of 
"Musical Recollections of the Last Half-Centuiy," 
2 vols., 1872, thus describes Miss Inverarity's 
debut :— **She was eighteen years of age, tall, 
well-formed, with open, intelligent, and handsome 
countenance, and of easy deportment. Her voice 
was a pure soprano of considerable compass, 
full-toned, and of rich quality." She subsequently 
appeared in Rossini's " La Cenerentola," better 
known to us as Cinderella," and in other operas, 
gaining golden opinions everywhere. She was 
only a few years on the stage in London, when 
she abruptly retired into private life, " and lived 
but a short time afterwards.'' Such is the tale 
told by this anonymous writer ; the date of her 
death would be about 1838, if March's account 
of her being only twenty-five years old was cor- 
rect It is stated that she was married after 
leaving the stage, but the name of her husband 
never transpired. 

She remains to us Eliza Inverarity for ever, 
but now she is merely a name and nothing more. 
She flashed into sudden fame, and then as sud- 
denly sank into undeserved oblivion. The early 
death of this splendid Scottish songstress recalls 



to memory a stanza from a dirge written by an 
obscure poet ; 

She died in beauty ! Like the snow 

On flowers, dissolved away ; 
She died in beauty ! Like a star 
Lost on the brow of day. 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

* 

BRODIE, MICHIE, AND GAULD 
FAMILIES. 

(2nd S., K///., 59.) 

William Gauld, as I stated, was bom 15th 
May, 1758, and, it may be added, died 25th 
April, 1 84 1. He was a son of John Gauld, 
Netherton, and his wife, Elizabeth Gracie. He 
removed from Netherton to Crofts, Glenbuchat, 
in 1813. 'To a descendant of the family I am 
indebted for the following authentic smuggling 
episode, which I herewith append for preserva- 
tion in these columns, along with other remarks: 

William Gauld, in Crofts, previous to his 
removal from Tarntoul, along with Adam Hay, 
Upperton, and William Brodie, Backies, was 
captured by the excise, smuggling whisky, and 
heavily fined. Gauld was able to pay his fine. 
Brodie, while languishing in Aberdeen jail, wrote 
his wife, Mary Reid, daughter of Archibald 
Reid and Jean Middleton, to get sharp tools 
passed in to him so that he might break out. 
This alarmed her, and she rode, during the night, 
on horseback, from Tarntoul to Aberdeen, a 
distance of forty-four miles, to inform him that 
Lord Fife was using his influence to get him 
liberated — he being at that time employed by 
his lordship as gamekeeper at Backies. 

Brodie, it appears, was on intimate terms with 
the notorious Malcolm Gillespie, the Gauger o* 
Skene, and used to secrete a small barrel (which 
may yet be seen in (ilenbuchat), as a sample to 
Gillespie, in a secret hole under a bridge at 
Skene, and for this obligement Gillespie allowed 
him freedom to pass with his ankers. Lezie 
Campbell, his housekeeper, once paid a visit to 
the Backies. 

Brodie when gamekeeper made perforated 
leaden bullets, which made a whistling sound as 
he shot them over the heads of the poachers to 
frighten them. Lord Fife, known as **the Good 
Lord James," paid frequent visits to the Backies. 
Brodie used to carry him on his back when 
fording the Buchat, while visiting the tenantry, 
the Buchat being heavy and covering the 
stepping-stones then in use, there being no 
bridge at that time. 

Touching the family of Gaulds I have already 
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referred to, it appears that this branch hailed 
from Glass, and were an exceedingly tall and 
strong race. James Gauld — whose exploits 
have already been described by the editor of 
Epitaphs and Inscriptions" under the Parish 
of Glass, which appeared in the Aberdeen 
Journal — stood six feet four inches in height, 
as also did several members of his family. 
There were two distinct families in Glass, one 
dark and the other fair. The latter are reputed 
to be the progenitors of those of the name in 
Glenbuchat, who, I have shown, intermarried 
with the Michies, The dark race were famed 
locally as fist fighters, but the fair race have 
been more peaceably inclined. 
1 To the same stock of Michies, who were also 
j strong men, belonged John Michie of Corrie- 
houl, who emigrated to America many years 
' ago. Before leaving this country he composed 
a song, entitled "The Emigrant's Farewell." 
I cull a sample verse : 
Come, all my old comrades, once more let us join, 
Let us join all our voices to muse on langsyne ; 
Let us drink and be merry, from sorrow refrain, 
For we may, and may never, meet all here again. 

Robert Murdoch. 



Cafi*. Congalton.— Readers of Dr. Carlyle's 
" Autobiography (i860) will remember the fre- 
quent mention therein of a medical gendeman, 
Charles Congalton, who occupied a distinguished 
position in Edinburgh society from 1760 to 1780. 
Evidently on his death the family had fallen on 
evil days, for in 1840 the only members left were 
a widow and her son Samuel. The late Rev. 
Alex. Wallace, D.D., a Paisley man and minister 
of a large U.P. Church in Glasgow, was holiday- 
ing about 1867 at Aberlady, a small seaport on 
the southern shores of the Firth of Forth, and 
one day he was taken to this widow's cottage, 
where he saw a number of spendid silver cups, 
jugs, and medals which had been presented to 
her son. Captain Samuel Congalton, for his 
gallantry and humanity in saving life at sea- 
some of the articles had been subscribed for by 
the merchants of Calcutta. Dr. Wallace was 
surprised at the unwonted sight of so much finery 
in a humble cottage, and became deeply inter- 
I ested in the poor widow's story, which he in turn 
narrated in some religious periodical— I read it at 
the time, but cannot recall it now. Briefly stated, 
it was to the effect that her boy was compelled 
by poverty to take a job at road -mending, 
and on a cold and rainy day he was so 
employed near Aberlady. An old skipper ob- 
served the lad at work, and was pleased to see 
that there was no scamping of the labour in such 



wretched weather, for the boy did his allotted 
task thoroughly. He asked the lad if he would 
like to go to sea, and he said he would. 
Congalton was then transferred to the old salt's 
vessel, where his progress was rapid and meri- 
torious. The skipper's prescience in judging of 
the making of a good sailor out of such ordinary 
material was justified, for the landward boy 
developed into a powerful and athletic man 
as well as a daring and skilful mariner. He 
passed his exams, with honour, and got com- 
mand of a ship when very young. Eventually 
he was appointed captain of a vessel trading to 
the East Indies, and it was while sailing in 
those seas, so frequently visited by sudden' 
typhoons, that he was instrumental m saving 
life. He repeatedly ventured and succeeded in 
rescuing shipwrecked crews, and his heroism 
was so conspicuous that he was made the 
recipient of many public testimonials in the 
East. He was a noble type of the manly 
Scottish seaman. He came to Melbourne during 
the great gold fever of the fifties with a cargo of 
East Indian goods— all the crew made off to 
the diggings. Hobson's Bay in those times was 
crowded with ships, with scarcely anyone on 
board — all bolted m the mad rush to the gold 
fields. Captain Congalton elected to remain in 
Melbourne, and became an East Indian mer- 
chant with the cargo which he had brought. 
His shop was 148 Collins Street East. Dr. 
Wallace did not finish the story, but I learned 
the sequel in the Melbourne General Cemetery, 
where there is a headstone, with an open Bible 
sculptured, with motto above : " Thy will be 
done," and, underneath, this inscription: "Sacred 
to the Memory of Samuel Congalton, late of 
Aberlady, Haddingtonshire, Scotland, who de- 
parted this life 4th August, 1 861, aged 33 years." 
Presumably the gallant sailor had friends in 
Melbourne who erected this tombstone, and sent 
the trophies of his intrepedity home to his 
sorrowing mother. Alba. 
Melbourne, Australia. 



The Cant Family.— Mr. Saunders, in his 
article on ** The Cant Family " (p. 59), says, 
" Bawgillo is mentioned as being in ' vie. 
Forfare.' Can anyone identify the locality?" 
There are two Bagillos in Forfarshire, one in 
the parish of Tannadice, the other in the parish 
of Monifieth. It was the latter Bagillo, or 
Balgillachy, which Patrick Gray resigned, and 
on which David Kante was a tenant. This may 
be verified by reference to Jervise's " Memorials 
of Angus and the Meams," vol. ii., p. 92. 

Alan Reid. 
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Simeon Grahame.— Only two of this writer's 
books have been preserved — **The Passionate 
Sparke of a Relenting Mind," a poetical pam- 
phlet, very ornate, printed in 1604, and dedicated 
to James VI., and "The Anatomie of Humours/' 
printed at Edinburgh in 1609. Both were 
reprinted in one volume as a Bannatyne Club 
publication in 1830. Dempster mentions other 
two books by Grahame — ** Vale Femininis " and 
" De Contemptu Mundi," but both have 
perished. Grahame's life history is meagre. 
Bom in Edinburgh, son of a burgess, he attracted 
the notice of the youthful king by a pleasing 
exterior, and he obtained a cheap education at 
the University, for the king defrayed the 
expenses. Grahame became a fine scholar and 
also a famous toper, and wandered over Europe 
with an equal reputation for learning and de- 
bauchery—asserted so by Sir T. Urquhart. 
However, according to Dempster, he reformed 
and became a monk, and probably then wrote 
his " Farewell to Women " and " Scorn of the 
World." Like all new converts, anxious to 
show his sincerity and to gain others to his way 
of thinking, he resolved to revisit Scotland, but 
died on the way at Carpentras (France) in 1614. 
Dempster is the sole authority for this state- 
ment in his " Historia Ecclesiastica Gentis 
Scotorum," 1627. Now, this notorious book was 
a posthumous one, edited by an Italian named 
Fabio Scoto (? Scots extraction), of Placentia, 
and had not the benefit of the author's personal 
revision, so it abounds with errors. I think that 
1 619 is the date of the old libertine's decease, 
because Lithgow, the famous Scottish traveller, 
has this item in i6i6 — "Touching at Rome, I 
secretly borrowed one night's lodging there, and 
at the break of day another hour's sight and 
conference with my cousin, Simeon Grahame, 
who, ere the sun arose, crossing Ponto Flamingo, 
brought me on my journey, till a highway 
tavern, like a jail, held us both fast, where, 
leaving our reciprocal loves behind us, we divided 
our bodies east and west." In plain language, 
the traveller and the toper had a carousal 
together. The old Adam was still in Simeon, 
for he had notjjust then eschewed his former way 
of living. I scarcely think it possible that 
another S. G. was knocking about the Con- 
tinent at that time, but I daresay when he was 
fairly at low water in his finances he assumed the 
cowl to escape starvation. His "Anatomie of 
Humours "—a quaint title, which suggested to 
Burton "The Anatomy of Melancholy "—is 
described by a modem English critic to be 
worthless, but evidently this person never read 
the book through, therefore his judgment is also 
worthless. Of course, it would be too great a 



sacrifice of principle to expect an Englishman 
to write favourably on anything exclusively 
Scotch. Nevertheless, and despite this splenetic 
attack upon Simeon, he is an acute writer, a 
severe censor, and an uncompromising moralist. 
His book forms an excellent homily on the follies 
of youth, written by one who had himself " gone 
the giddy round." Lithgow slavishly copied 
Grahame's fad of interweaving verse occasionally 
with his prose, but the traveller's poetry is 
execrable stuff. Alba. 
Melbourne, Australia. 



Patrick Ged, M.D. -Admiral Byron, grand- 
father of the celebrated poet, was a midshipman 
on board the " Wager," man-of-war, one of 
Lord Anson's squadron, which was wrecked on 
the Patagonian coast in 1740. He wrote an 
account of the wreck and the sufferings of the 
survivors in their terrible march round to the 
Spanish settlements. I quote from Byron's 
narrative : — 

When we got into San Jago we were sent into 
the house where Captain Cheap and Mr. Hamilton 
(both Scots) were. We found them extremely well 
lodged at the house of a Scotch physician, whose 
name was Don Patricio Ged. This gendeman had 
been a long time in the city, and was greatly 
esteemed by the Spaniards, as well tor abilities in 
his profession as his humane disposition. He no 
sooner heard that there were four English prisoners 
arrived in that country than he waited upon the 
President and begged that they might be lodged 
at his house. This was granted; and had we been 
his own brothers we could not have met with a 
more friendly reception, and during two years 
that we were with him his constant study was to 
make everything as agreeable to us as possible. 
We were greatly distressed to think of the expense 
he was at on our account, but it was in vain for 
us to argue with him about it. In short, to sum 
up his character in a few words, there never was 
a man of more extensive humanity. 

This is great praise to come from an English- 
man, for it is seldom that any Scot gets credit at 
the hands of English writers : they are ready 
enough to stigmatise and impute unworthy 
motives. I have read somewhere that Dr. Ged 
was a brother of William Ged, of Edinburgh^ 
the inventor of stereotyping, who died in 1 749. 
Is that so? Alba. 
Melboume, Australia. 



Still Room (2nd S., VIII., 54).— If Mr. 
Saunders will consult " Stormonth's English 
Dictionary," he will find it gives the same mean- 
ing as Dr. Milne. Ugieside. 
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FORFARSHIRE AS A FACTOR IN 
SCOTTISH LIFE AND THOUGHT. 
(2nd S., VIII., pp. 17y 41. 50.) 

But though the county of Forfar played a 
large part in the struggles which established the 
Reformation in Scotland, it is perhaps more 
striking and suggestive, considering the strongly 
Presbyterian type of church leaders who at the 
Reformation were produced in Angus in the 
persons of Andrew and James Melville, as well 
as David Ferguson and others similarly minded 
— I say, it is perhaps more suggestive, in view 
and in spite of that fact that perhaps no Scottish 
county has produced more numerous or more 
influential champions of Scottish Episcopacy. 
My lists contain no fewer than 26 of such names. 
It is true that few or none of them have stamped 
their individuality on the memories of their 
countrymen in the way that the Melvilles, the 
Guthries, and the Wedderburns have done, and 
that none of their theologians can compare for 
a moment with such Presbyterians as James 
Durham, or Andrew Gray, or William Guthrie 
of Fenwick, an author of whom it is interesting 
to know that the great Puritan divine, John 
Owen, once averred that he regarded him as 
one of the greatest divines who ever wrote ; 
while, of his celebrated work, " The Trial of a 
Saving Interest in Christ," he declared enthusias- 
tically, "It is my vade mecum, and I carry it 
and the Sedan New Testament still about with 
me. I have written several folios, but there is 
more divinity in it than in them all." 

Another feature that has struck me in the 
lists of Forfarshire spiritual leaders which I 
have compiled is the extreme variety of religious 
denominations there represented, and the con- 
trasted types of character which they exhibit as 
prevailing in this region. Thus, passing from 
the 17th to the i8th century, emerging, that is 
to say, from the period when, as I have shown, 
the two opposing types of Church order re- 
presented by Prelacy on the one hand, and 
Presbyterian parity on the other, had equally 
staunch supporters among the men of Angus, 
I find that in the new age, sometimes called the 
age of Moderatism, which dawned upon Scottish 
church life in the i8th century, this same region 
developed equally contrasted types of religious 
life. Thus it produced, first of all, in John 
Hepburn, of Urr, that irreconcilable foe of all 
compromise with the Episcopal curates, who 
became the leader and founder of what was 
long known as the Cameronian or Reformed 
Presbyterian Church, while contemporaneously, 



as is well known, in the Angus parish of Tealing 
the little Glassite sect was originated by John 
Glas, the then parish minister. Then, agam, in 
the beginning of the 19th century, in James 
Alexander Haldane and his brother Robert, the 
same shire produced the leaders of that notable 
spiritual revival which issued not only in the 
founding of the Scottish Congregational Church, 
but latterly also in a great development of the 
Baptist denomination in Scotland, one of whose 
leaders, the well-known Jonathan Watson, was 
a native of Montrose. It may be adverted to 
also in this connection that the redoubtable Dr. 
John Campbell, editor of the British Banner^ 
and one of the mighty men of English Con- 
gregationalism, was a son of Kirriemuir ere yet 
that ancient Angus town had received its present 
classic name of Thrums. I should not forget 
also to notice here that in William Christie, of 
Montrose, this county produced probably the 
first of Scottish Socinians. 

Let me further confess here that, as a former 
United Presbyterian, I find it a little disappoint- 
ing that, in the dawn of the Secession Church, 
Forfarshire produced few of the men who helped 
to organise and promote that revolt agamst 
ecclesiastical tyranny and theological coldness 
and laxity. It is true that the Secession soon 
had vigorous and thriving congregations in 
Dundee and elsewhere in this shire, and that in 
William MacEwen of Dundee, whose volume 
on " The Types" had once a great vogue and is 
still occasionally read, the Secession Church 
produced even in the i8th century an author of 
considerable repute and influence. Nevertheless 
it is a fact, however it may be explained, that 
neither the Secession Church nor its successor, 
the late United Presbyterian Church, has drawn 
from this shire so large a proportion of its 
leaders as we might reasonably have expected, 
considering its size and populousness and the 
general proneness of its people to liberal politics 
whether civil or ecclesiastical. Thus, among 
the Secession and United Presbyterian divines 
of Angus birth, the most important names 
known to me are those of Dr. David King, Dr. 
Peter Davidson, Dr. William Ritchie, and Dr. 
Andrew Henderson, all of them honoured to be 
Moderators of the church which they served ; 
while the last of them, Dr. Henderson, one of 
the most accomplished and revered of all, sur- 
vived to see the Union and to become one of 
the ministers of the United Free Church. 

The former Free Church, on the other hand, 
was much more influentially represented in 
Forfarshire. For, besides Dr. Alexander Why te 
of Free St. George's in her present ministry, 
that church owed to this shire such great names 
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in her past ministry as those of Thomas Guthrie, 
William Chalmers Burns, and his brother Dr. 
Islay Burns, Dr. Samuel Millar, of Glasgow ; 
James Martin, of Edinburgh ; Professor George 
Ramsay Davidson, of Aberdeen ; and Dr. John 
Bruce, of Edinburgh, besides many others of 
less note. 

The Established Church has been not less 
fortunate. For I have no fewer than 23 sons of 
Angus on my tables who have rendered more 
or less distinguished service to the national 
Zion. And that these were many of them 
creditable examples of the piety and genius of 
the people of this shire may be inferred from 
the fact that they include names so respectable 
as those of Professor Mitchell of St. Andrews, 
of Dr. John Gibson MacVicar of Moffat — one 
of the profoundest philosophers of his church, 
of Dr. Barty also, known as the last of the' 
Moderates, as well as the numerous scions of 
those Angus ecclesiastical families of Trail and 
Playfair who, during the i8th and early half 
of the 19th centuries, adorned the pulpits of 
the Established Church. 

But Forfarshire has not confined its contribu- 
tion of theological talent to the Scottish churches 
alone. The Wesleyan Methodists of England 
owe to this shire Alexander Mather, one of the 
first and most powerful of Wesley's travelling 
preachers, as well as David McNicoll, one of 
the earliest and most valued of the theologfians 
of that religious body. Moreover, in James 
Skinner, Forfar contributed to the High Church 
party in the Anglican Church one of the earliest 
and most advanced of those Catholicising 
divines who originated the so-called Ritualistic 
Movement Finally, Barrie, the Forfarshire 
novelist, as everybody knows, has miide the 
whole world famihar with the Auld Licht church 
of Thrums in this shire ; and I am therefore 
pleased to say that, in the person of the late 
Dr. Wylie, of Edinburgh, the well-known anti- 
Papal lecturer, and who, I may add here, was 
in his early ministry pastor of the Auld Licht 
church of Dollar, Forfar has produced a notable 
example of the kind of man which that worthy 
body of Scottish Christians is able to train and 
develop. 

Passing now to the more exclusively secular 
side of the achievements of the men of Angus, 
I may notice that the noble families of this 
county — as represented by the Lindsays, the 
Lyons, the Ogilvies, the Camegies, the Grahams, 
the Ramsays, and the Maules— have played a 
very conspicuous part in the whole course of our 
history. Moreover, among the more important 
of the unennobled county families, as well as 
among the lesser gentry of the shire — repre- 



sented by the names of Edgar, Erskine, 
Bellenden, Fletcher, Hallyburton, Guthrie, 
Kinloch, Scrymgeour, Wedderbum, Wood, and 
Yeaman— not a few public servants of distinction 
have appeared. No one familiar with Scottish 
history needs to be told how prominent has 
been the place taken at almost every crisis in our 
national affairs as well as in the quieter periods 
of our national development by men bearing the 
names I have just rehearsed : and of these 
leaders not a few were men of Forfarshire 
birth. Relatively few, however, are aware of 
the part played by the men of this county furth 
of Scotland, and, therefore, I will briefly note 
here before passing from this point, that in our 
own generation Forfar has given to the Dominion 
of Canada one of its active politicians in the 
person of William Douglas B^four; that in the 
Honourable James Inglis and the Honourable 
David Inglis, the Edzell Free Church Manse, 
in this shire, has sent out two of its sons, one of 
whom has gained distinction in India and the 
other in Australia, in which latter colony the late 
Sir Wm. A. Ogg, of Arbroath, as well as the 
three journalist brothers — George, Ebenezer.and 
David Syme, of Montrose — have also played a 
conspicuous part. To India, in addition to the 
names already mentioned, Forfarshire has also 
sent in our own generation a man so notable as 
the late Sir Henry Ramsay, K.C.S.I., a most 
skilful, administrative statesman, who, for the 
success of his gubernatorial work, was popularly 
known in the north of India as the King of 
Kumaon." Along with him we may also men- 
tion John Ingles Harvey, from Kinnettles, an 
Indian Judge, and Generals Henry Renny, 
C.S.I., and David Scott Hodgson, two British 
officers who fought bravely in the Mutiny ; 
Sir James Westland, for some time the Indian 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ; David Robert 
Lyall, C.S.I., Superintendent of Behar, as well 
as Sir James Lyle MacKay, the merchant 
diplomatist, hailing from Arbroath, who, besides 
acting as member of the Legislative Council of 
India, gained great reputation by tlie success of 
his negotiations in reg:ard to the latest com- 
mercial treaty with China. It is interesting to 
notice here, that this same town of Arbroath — 
which, as we have seen, was the birthplace of the 
successful Indian merchant diplomat Sir James 
MacKay— has also supplied the United States 
of America with a soldier, in General Thomas 
Moonlight, who has also won distinction as a 
statesman as the Governor of Wyoming. Nor 
should I forget to name in this connection the late 
Sir John Kirk, in whom the manse of Barry has 
given to the Diplomatic and Consular Service in 
East Africa one of its most u.seful members. 
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Were I to turn your gaze backward, however, 
to the age before our own, I could show you an 
equally good record of the services rendered 
both at home and abroad by Forfarshire men 
as politicians and statesmen. But I can only 

! briefly allude to the work of one or two of the 
more distinguished, and, therefore, I merely 

I recall to my reader's mmd the fact that the late 
Right Hon. Edward Baxter and Sir George 
Balfour, as well as his uncle Joseph Hume, all 
three prominent Liberal politicians, were each of 
them sons of Angus. So, of course, also were 
Sir Alexander Burnes, of Afghan fame ; Fox 
Maule, Earl of Dalhousie, the well-known 
Liberal statesman ; Jonathan Duncan, once 
Governor of Bombay; and William Lyon 
Mackenzie, the leader of the Canadian rebels in 
the movement which led to the emancipation of 
that colony — and ultimately of all our larger 
colonies— from the bondage of Downing Street 
control. Were it necessary, I could go on in- 
definitely adding to these names, but I must 
here call a halt, merely remarking that I have 
already supplied sufficient evidence to prove 
how wide is the sphere in which the men of 
Angus have exercised their talents for the advan- 
tage of the world. 

W. B. R. W. 

To be continued. 

* 

Anthony Dunlop.— Youngest son of the 
celebrated Mrs. Dunlop, whose published corre- 
spondence with Bums created such a literary sen- 
sation in 1898. Went to sea when only thirteen 
years of age, and spent the best part of his life 
in India and China. An elder brother, James, 
had a high military command in India ; but not 
much is known of Anthony's career, except that 
he was of a roving disposition. At length he 
returned to Scotland in 1828, somewhat stricken 
in years, impaired in health, and impoverished 
in fortune. He lodged in a hotel in Edinburgh, 
and on the recurrence of a malady from which 
he had suffered in the far East he rashly 
suicided. He was buried in the North Calton 
Cemetery, just outside the Laing mausoleum, 
and there is a flat stone, partly broken and level 
with the grass, over bis remains, but with his 
name legibly cut thereon — "Anthony Dunlop, 
son of John Dunlop of Dunlop, died 29th June, 
1828, aged 60." I happened to mention this 
"find" recently to the custodian of the Burns 
Museum in the Edinburgh Council Chambers, 
and he was somewhat incredulous, as he had 
not observed it when sauntering that way ; but 
" facts are chiel's that winna ding " — the stone is 
there and speaks for itself. His sister, the 
youngest of the family — the "bloomin* Keith" of 



Burns' verse — died unmarried at Ayr about 
1842, and was buried in Alloway Kirkyard, where 
there is a stone to her memory, resting against 
the outer wall of " the auld biggin'." I saw it 
there in 1863. - Alba. 

Melbourne, Australia. 



Gift to Burns' Daughter.— Bumsites 
may be glad to have the following item of 
interest preserved in our columns. It appeared 
in the Aberdeen Journal^ 15th February, i860 : — 
" It appears that ^^263 13s. 9d. is the amount 
raised for Mrs. Thomson, of PoUokshaws, 
daughter of Bums. Part of this money has 
been invested in a small property, which will 
yield a yearly income of ^^20 to Mrs. Thomson 
as long as she lives, with the reversion to her 
iamily. In addition to this settlement, the old 
lady has received ^^50 in casL" 

Robert Murdoch. 



" D. M. Peter (2nd S.,VII., 142, 157).— While 
thanking those gentlemen who have replied to 
my query anent this forgotten worthy, I venture 
to suggest, with some timidity, that they are 
overlooking my principal inouiry, viz., the date 
of his death. We have eviaence of his living 
till 1882, and ten years after he is alluded to as 
"the late." There should be persons living 
about Dundee cognisant of the fact. Mr. W. 
Norrie "ocht to ken a' aboot it." In looking 
over an old scrap-book which I filled during the 
fifties, I found an excellent imitation of the 
antique ballad entitled "The Rose-a-Lyndsaye," 
and in a prefatory note by the editor of the 
magazine it was stated to be written by " Mr. 
D. Macgregor Peter, teacher of dancings Kirrie- 
muir, a gentleman who possesses considerable 
poetic abilities as well as antiquarian learning 
and research." He might have taught J. M. 
Barrie. I have also heard that he was originally 
a weaver, but I am groping in the dark. 
Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 



Forfarshire, etc.— It is very kind of the 
writer of these excellent articles to speak so 
highly of my book, " The Bards of Angus and 
the Mearns." But why has he made such a 
muddle of my name and habitation ? On p. 44 
he dubs me " Mr. Reid of Dundee," and on 
p. 50 he speaks of Mr. Stuart Reid's compre- 
hensive and carefully compiled anthology." Of 
course, " a rose by any name," etc., but to avoid 
confusion, it is well to remind my "brither" 
scribe that, though I have often appeared in 
print as " Stuart Bell," his references apply not 
to "Stuart Reid of Dundee" but to 

Edinburgh. ALAN Reid. 
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A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF EDINBURGH 
PERIODICAL LITERATURE (V., 20, etc) 

(Continued from 2nd S., Vol. VIII,, p. 35.) 

[Supplementary. ] 

1720. The Caledonian Mercury : being a short 
account of the most considerable News Foreign 
and Domestick, and of the latest Books and 
Pamphlets imported from Abroad and Printed 
here. No. i. Thursday, April 28, 1720. 6 pp. 
folio, price i^, three times weekly. Edinborgn: 
printed for W. R. by William Adams, Junior, and 
are to be sold at the sign of the Printing Press in 
the Parliament Close, where advertisements are 
to be taken in. In No. 2 "W. R." is expanded 
into " W. Rolland,** who was a member of the 
legal profession. In No. 3 the imprint adds after 
the words "Parliament Close": "and at the 
Printing House in Carubbers Close, on the west 
side of the Bishop's Land. At both places ad- 
vertisements and inscriptions are taken in." The 
first fiDrtv-five numbers were embellished with a 
cut of the Scottish arms, which in No. 46 and 
onwards gave place to a crude flowered initial 
letter — a somewhat peculiar allegorical design 
with two figures, one Mercury and the other pro- 
bably Scotia. Thistles sprouted in numbers 
around, and a shield with the Scottish lion oc- 
cupied one of the corners.* 

The front page of No. i was occupied with the 
' following address, which was repeated in No. 2 : — 

"For the satiflfaction of the Readers, the authors of 
this Paper do In a few words inform them That they 
may expect in it a full, faithful, and impartial account 
of the News taken from the English and Foreign 
Prints, and also from the Letters written to them from 
their Correspondents. Particular care will be taken 
to insert Memorials, Speeches, and any other Papers 
that are valuable and worth the preserving. And the 
account of the new books will be done with all imagin- 
able Impartialitv. 

This paper will be published thrice every week in a 
few hours after the Arrival of the Post Such as sub- 
scribe for a Year's Papers shall have them delivered in 
as soon as published to any House in Edinburgh or the 
Suburbs appointed by the Subscribers, they paying 
yearly ISsh., of which 3sh. and 9d. to be paid at the 
Beginning of each quarter." 

The second and third pages of the first number 
appeared in somewhat larger type than came to 
be the rule. Like its contemporaries, the contents 
of the Mercury for long years were nothing but 



* " It is curious to notice that in his initiatory number of 
April, 1720, SoUand claimed a right to identify his Mercury 
with that of 1660. This journal, he said in his preface to the 

eiblic, 'is the oldestTexlsting] in Great Britain.'"— "Encycl. 
rit", XVII., 422. The portion of the article " Newspapers " 
in the "En<m;l. Brit." relating to Scotland is practically 
worthless. The foregoing statement is an example of its 
unreliability. Mo. 1 of the Caledonian Mercury makes no 
reference whatever to the Mereuriut Caledtmiue of 1660, and 
does not contain the sentence quoted. The references to 
the Mercury in Grant's " Newspaper Press" present a curious 
jumble. Statements have a century added to their date of 
origin without oomponction. 



excerpts firom the London journals — ^in this case 
the London Gazette, Evening Post, Wye*s Letters, 
St. James Evening Post, etc. Little or no pro- 
vision was made for local news. The first local 
paragraph appeared in No. g, and had reference 
to the apparently trivial fact that two sons of an 
English duke had arrived in Edinburgh "with a 
go^ equipage." In the first 78 numbers not 
more than half-a-dozen similar ineffective notes 
occurred. The opening advertisement — that of 
an enterprising wood turner — appeared in No. 12 
(May 24, 1720), but advertisements increased until 
in No. 20 a page was devoted to them. The 
promise of reviews of books was meagrely fulfilled. 
Twa works sufficed for nearly the first twelve 
numbers. 

Adams printed the first 589 numbers, and then, 
on January 13, 1824, the work passed to a firm 
that made itself famous during the course of the 
century. The imprint became " Edinburgh : 
printed for Mr. William RoUand by Mr. Thomas 
Ruddiman, at his Printing House in Morocco^s 
Close, the 4th story of the turnpike near the foot 
thereof, opposite to the head of Libertoun*s Wynd 
in the Lawnmarket" The heraldic device gave 
way to a fancy ornament ; the typography was 
improved, and a promise was made that the 
paper would be published earlier in the day^ The 
cause of the change of printer may perhaps be 
discovered firom an advertisement which ran in a 
few numbers firom July 23, 1724 : — 

" Mr. Rolland, the author of this pajier, being ad- 
judged by the £ight Honourable the liarons tA Ex- 
chequer in a certain sum of money on account of the 
duty by Act of Parliament upon his newspaper, besides 
£20 sterling of costs, and for which he has been 
incarcerated these six months by past, wherefore 'tU 
hoped all gentlemen and others, who get said news- 
paper, will forthwith send in what they are resting 
for the same in order to the autlior's liberation." 

By October Rolland was set free, but his wrath 
was by no means abated against those who were 
defaulters with their subscriptions. On the 30th 
of that month a notice appears demanding ** their 
bygone rests " 

"with certification that they who thus continue in 
arrear shall not only haye their paper stopt, hut be 
rigorously prosecute for what they owe : the author 
designing to play the Fool no longer. " 

In a short time the name of Mr. Alexander 
Symmers in the Parliament Close was added to 
the imprint as selling the Mercury, and the size 
of the paper was reduced to 4 pp. 4to with double 
columns — ill printed and on inferior paper. 
Rolland died in March, 1729, and with No. 1,396 
the journal passed into the proprietorship of the 
Ruddiman family : ** Edinburgh : printed for and 
by Thomas and Walter Ruddiman, and sold at 
the shop of Alexander Symmers in the Parliament 
Close.'* In May, 1736, a deed of co-partnery was 
signed by Thomas and Walter Ruddiman and 
James Grant. Grant undertook to collect the 
foreign and domestic news, to see the paper 
through the press, and to publish it — i.e., became 
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the editor, with a circulation of 1,400 per week. 
The agreement was to hold good till April 17, 
1746. 

The Jacobite Rebellion of the '45 brought much 
trouble to the Mercury. On September 2, 1745, 
the editor admitted the following innocent-looking 
paragraph concerning the Duke of Athole : — 

** His grace arrived here yesternight, having received 
a letter from his elder brother (who was attainted in 
the 1715) advising that he was coming to take up his 
quarters at the Castle of Blair." 

A terrible suggestion of disloyalty lurked in the 
words, and Athole lodged a complaint against 
Ruddiman. He was tried, convicted, fined £s 
and 48 hours' imprisonment, or until payment was 
made, and in addition had to publish an apology 
for the paragraph as "false, scandalous, and 
injurious." On November 1 of the same year 
Grant renounced his part in the business, and, as 
Chalmers, the biographer of Ruddiman, says, 
'* sacrificing his prudence to his zeal, joined the 
insurgents, and finally found his safety in France.*' 
The paper shared the opinions of its ex-editor, 
and was, as Robert Chambers points out, an 
"enthusiastic Jacobite." It had, however, a 
certain degree of prudence, and while fully 
chronicling the doing^ of the rebels, succeeded in 
keeping itself free of legal entanglements with the 
Government. From Monday, September 23 (No. 
3,892), to Monday, November 18 (No. 3,916), the 
journal appeared anonymously, a course adopted 
no doubt to propitiate the Pretender at Holy rood 
and to avoid unpleasant consequences from the 
Government for any indiscretion. At the same 
time it escaped the paper tax, as the Stamp Office 
had taken rehige in the Castle. 

It has been a moot point whether the Mercury 
actually was more active on the rebels' side. It 
has been asserted that Grant carried off a press 
with him, and that he virtually became the Prince's 
printer. In the number for January 10, 1746, 
appeared this paragraph: — 

** The rebels carried off from Glasgow a printing press, 
types, and other materials for that business, together 
with some servants to work in that way. When they 
carried off these materials they did it in this manner, 
that is, from one they took a press, from another some 
types, and from a third chases, furniture, etc." 

Mr. W. B. Blaikie, in a paper read before the 
Edinburgh Bibliographical Society, discussed this 
point, and concluded that for some purpose or 
other the paragraph was inserted as a blind, and 
that Grant did not work an itinerant press. There 
can be no doubt, however, that Government 
looked with suspicion on the paper. Thomas 
Ruddiman, younger, who had succeeded Grant as 
manager (or editor), admitted a paragraph which 
gave umbrage to the powers, and he was seized 
December, 1746, and thrown into prison, where 
he remained for several weeks. He ultimately 
died September 9, 1747, from the effects of the 
imprisonment It is interesting to learn that, 
although the Mercury thus supported the Pre- 
tender, it 



"had on its subscribers' list the namte of all the 
Georges of the British Throne— George IV., the last of 
our royal Readers, like a faithful Prince sending to 
our publisher, who admits that he had to 'dun' his 
Majesty on the occasion of his visit to Edinburgh, an 
order for £20, the amount of several years' arrears." 

Sir Walter Scott makes a curious mistake in 
** Waverley." At the end of Chapter 24 he speaks 
of the Caledonian Mercury as being the only 
paper then published north of the Tweed " (at the 
time of the '45). He forgot the Co«ro«/, which 
was particularly vigorous when he wrote. His 
sentence, however, was too good to be lost as a 
.catching advertisement, and in the concluding 
days of the Mercury it appeared in all its in- 
accuracy as a motto above the leaders. 

As was to be expected, the imprints of the 
Mercury reflected the various changes that were 
made in the proprietary firm. On March 17, 
1748, it was ** printed for Thomas and Walter 
Ruddiman." The first number for 1753 contained 
the notice : 

" We take this upportunlty of wishing our Readers tlie 
compliments of the season. Our appearance in this 
new shape would have taken place with the New Stile, 
had we not been under a necessity of postponing it 
in condescension to the Stamp Office, which had a 
(luantity of their former paper on hand. What 
naturally led us to this enlargement was a grateful 
regard to our Headers"— 

which regard grew out of a large increase of ad- 
vertisements. In May, 177a, the Mercury passed 
out of the hands of the Ruddimans, when 

*'it was sold by the Trustees of Rvddiinan's grand- 
children with the printing house and printing materials 
to Mr. John Robertson, a printer of sufficient learning 
and opulent circumstances."— Chalmers' "Life of 
Ruddiman," p. 124. 

The issue for May 16, 1772, contained a notice of 
this transaction from the trustees. Among other 
things it said : 

" As Mr. Robertson has dealt by us with openness and 
candour in the course of this transaction, snd is to 
continue the business in the same house and the pub- 
lication of the Caledoniati Mercury in the same way, 
we presume to recommend him in the most earnest 
manner to all the friends and well wishers of the 
memory of Thomas and Walter Ruddiman." 

In 1776 Robertson made an interesting experi- 
ment. He had been advised to attempt a daily 
issue of the Mercury. The cautious publisher, 
however, did not wish to risk the prosperity of 
his journal, and determined to send out a supple- 
mentary paper which would appear on the days 
on which the Mercury was not published. Accord- 
ingly, on May 31, 1776, the Caledonian Gazetteer 
(see below) was begun. It lasted for the suggestive 
thirteen numbers only, and then Robertson, ap- 
parently satisfied with the results, dropped the 
Gazetteer (June 27), and published the Mercury 
on five days of the week, Thursday was omitted, 
because no post arrived on that day from London, 
"the great source of intelligence at present." 
The arrangement, however, came to an end on 
August 31, as the cost was "insufficient to in- 
demnify " the publisher, even although 
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"during the existence uf this inper (the G<uetUfr\, 
the pabllsher had every reason to expect that a daily 
paper, or at least one published Are times a week, 
might be attended with singular advantages to the 

city." 

The cause of the failure was twofold. Communi- 
cation by post with the rest of Scotland was 
mostly restricted to three days a week, and the 
Government inopportunely determined to increase 
the newspaper tax. On September 2, accordingly, 
the Mercury reverted to its tri -weekly appearance— 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, the price being 
3d. 

26 Circus Drive, W. J. Couper. 

Glasgow. 

To he continued. 
* 

Scotch Church, Erfurt (2nd S.,VII., 139, 1 
172). — Mr. P. J. Anderson is right. The article 
on "Scottish Religious Houses Abroad" ap- 
peared in the Edinburgh Reinew for January, 
1864, and was written by the Rev. A. Penrose 
Forbes, Bishop of Brechin (ob. 1875). What 
misled me was an article contributed to the 
Quarterly Review in 1 849 by Joseph Robertson 
on " Scottish Abbeys and Cathedrals.'* I mioced 
them up, and am thankful that Mr. Anderson 
let me down so lightly, for he could have "brass- 
nailed'' me (to use an Australianism) further if 
he had liked so to do. I trusted to my memory, 
which is generally tenacious ; but last week 1 
referred lo my MS. notebooks, and there I 
found the extracts I had made some twenty 
years ago, and also that Bishop Forbes was the 
writer, although his name is not appended to 
the article in question. Bishop Forbes based 
his account of that Erfurt monastery on a 
manuscript of an eminent litterateur, the late 
James Dennistoun (ob. February, 1855), entitled 
"The Scots Monasteries in Germany." I learned 
from it that the Scotch Church at Erfurt was 
originally a monastery founded a.d. 1036 by 
Gualterus de (>lisberg, Marshal of the Empire. 
The warrior effigy I saw in the church was that 
of its founder. The little chapel had been in 
existence for 866 years, but although this seems 
an extraordinary age for an obscure place of 
worship, I saw at Aix-la-Chapelle (Aachen in 
(German maps) their Miinsterkirche or Cathedral, 
which is over a thousand years old. That 
mighty potentate, Charlemagne, who died a.d. 
814, founded this edifice, and is buried in the 
central passage of the church under a large blue 
stone (about 12 ft. by 8 ft.), with deep-cut 
grooves round its sides, and " Carolo Magno" in 
big letters in the centre. It seems that this 
particular monastery at Erfurt was obtained for 
the use of Scottish Catholics through the exer- 



I 

tions of Bishop Lesley in 1578. He was an 
ardent supporter of Queen Mary Stuart and an 
able diplomatist on her behalf, and likewise a 
personal friend of Pope Gregory XIII. That 
pontiff interceded with the Emperor Rudolph 
II., who thereupon granted the old monastery 
for the education of young Scottish Catholics. 
It was placed under the superintendence of 
Ninian Winzet, Abbot of St. James's Monastery, 
Ratisbon, well known to the literary antiquary 
as an able antagonist of John Knox. Winzet 
! filled it originally with Catholic refugees from 
I Sciptland, but latterly it was made a seminary. 
I As I dearly love accuracy myself, I have here- 
I with made ample confession, and now I crave 
plenary absolution from Mr. Anderson ; and, 
furthermore, request from him the date when 
John Harvey, author of "The Bruciad,'* secured 
his degree of M.A. from King's College, Old 
Aberdeen, say, from 1718 to 1726. (See S. N. 
and Q. for August, 1905.) I am sorely handi- 
capped here, not having access to proper books 
of reference. Alba. 
Melbourne, Australia. 



"Patriotism" in 1778.— It is very difficult 
to kill the tradition that the Scot in the latter 
half of the i8th century simply leapt to arms 
without much trouble. The amount of bounties 
and the large number of desertions show this 
not to have been the case. The professional 
recruiter, moreover, was in vogue, as this adver- 
tisement in the Aberdeen Journal of December 7, 
1778, goes to show : — 

Whereas a speedy supply of able recruits are often 
wanted in the established regiments, new raised 
regiments, and corps of Fencible men, a gentleman, 
resident in London, who has served in the army 
a number of years with reputation, and who is 
at this period employed under the Secy, at [sic] 
War in recruiting, undertakes in the most expe- 
ditious manner, directly or indirectly, to raise any 
number of able men for His Majesty's service on 
the most reasonable term. Address for A B, to 
be left at Ashley's Punch House, Ludgate Hill, 
London. 



A JOUFNEY FROM EDINBURGH TO LONDON 

IN 1757.— Sir John Gordon of Invergordon 
travelled from Edinburgh to London in 
September, 1757, with one two-wheeled and 
one four-wheeled postchaise, performing the 
journey of 389 miles in 57 hours and at a cost 
of OS. 3d. The 57 hours, of course, were 
not consecutive, for he started on September 16 
and reached London on September 29. The 
turnpike charges were £2 3s. iid. 
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MACPHERSON LETTERS.— III. 
{2nd S., K//.,/. 167 ; VI IL, p, 2. i 



The late Mr. Charles Fraser- Mackintosh, 
M.P., F.S.A.Scot, in his "Letters of Two 
Centuries" (p. 212), wrote of Ewan Macpherson, ; 
younger of Cluny, that he ** had a good know- 
ledge of business, as is shown by his letters, nftd 
did not disdain to add to his income by acting eis 
Captain of a watchy* and quoted the following 
in support of the latter statement : — 

Forres June i5**»' 1745 
Received from Sir Robert Gordon of Gordon- 
stoun, the sum of £^ 16 3d sterling, and that as 
his whole proportion of the watch money paid to 
Ewen Macpherson of Cluny, at the rate of half-a- 
crown out of the hundred pound of his valued rent 
to me. (signed) John Duff Junr. 

It is surprising that on such slender evidence 
Mr. Fraser- Mackintosh should have been led to 
make the assertion as above. The position of 
Captain of the "Watch," was one of great 
distinction and responsibility, and Cluny's elec- 
tion thereto seems to have been but a tribute 
paid to him by the country gentlemen interested, 
and involving Cluny in considerable pecuniary 
loss. 

It is hardly possible to believe that an author 
and antiquarian of Mr. Fraser- Mackintosh's 
reputation was not acquainted with the " Brief 
Account" of the "Watch" printed in "The 
Miscellany of the Spalding Club" (ii., 87-9), 
which clearly indicates the losses occasioned to 
Cluny, and confirmation of which will be found 
in the following copy letter addressed to 
Robert Grant of Tammore : — 

D' Sir 

I remmember you wrote me Some time agoe 
desireing accquaint you if Clunny was to Continue 
bis watch this year, to which I gave a return, That 
as the neighbouring Countrys did not Join to Support 
the Charge, that he was Considerably out of pockett 
at least 150 peices, yet as his honnest Intentions and 
good performance was so Generally known, that 
though his pockett Suffered, His Charachter gaind, 
I think I Suggested that there was non more 
Cappable to Signify these to the neighbouring 
Countrys about vou, than yourself, And particularly 
and principally that you Should Suggesst it Seriously 
to the Laird of Grant. I need not inform you what 
poor situation the .Highlands are in this year which 
will turn ou( to be the most dangerous wee have 
Seen in .our day ; There has been Eleven men full 
armd Seen goeing down throw our hills the north 



Side of Spey on the water of DhuUan ; which made 
Severalls of the Country Gentlemen meett here 
yesterday, but could come to no Safe resolution of a 
protection, without Clunnys undertakeing as last 
year, which Could not be proposd, being without a 
fund to Support, he would not undertake nor could 
he be desired, though he exerted his part last vear 
to Such Satisfaction, he could not Continue to near 
Such loss : I doe think it hard, that the want oi 
Consideration makes the very neighbouring Countrys 
not understand one ane other in ane affair that tends 
So much to their mutual Interest, And when nothing 
of their Subject is Sav'd but that rather their Interest 
SufFerrs by their not Joining: Their haveing Separate 
watches, will allwise Some (?) oppen passes to 
theives, whereas if they Joind in ane Generall 
method, it would turn out to both their Charachter 
and Interest, and when the Same Charge would 
answer to better purpose, and in a few years would 
extirpate theiving entirely, when in that event the 
country would be free of any Charge, I doe think it ane 
infatuation that neighbouring bordering Countrys 
Should not understand one aneother ; I doe not 
enlairge for haveing Clunny to be the person 
Generally Employd, The Severall Countrys are best 
Judges of Chuseing a fitt undertaker ; This Country 
will allwise be readdy to contribute their proportion 
to any man whom the majority of voices of the 
Severall Countrys will be pleasd to Employ ; I forgott 
to Inform you that wee need expect No assisstance of 
protection from the new raisd Companys this year, 
as I was lately in Company with Some of their 
olBcers who told publickly that they were not to be 
depended uppon this year, as they were to be 
employd in recruitting and dessciplineing the men. 
I hade it likewise from the Lo/: President last week, 
(after laying the Situation of the Highlands before 
him). That the Countrys Should take Care of them- 
selves this year, and hade much to the Same purpose 
from the Generall : 

Have Sent you this express of purpose, That as 
the Country in Generall have a Just Sentiment of 
your good and honnest inclinations of adviseing 
what is for the Generall Good, youl be pleasd either 
See the Laird of Grant or write him fully on this 
Subject, which I know you Can lay before him in a 
Clearer light than I Can express ; When I told the 
Country Gentlemen That you and I Corresponded on 
this Subject foremerly, it was at their desire that this 
is now Sent you. 

The bearer goes with a letter to Bailly Hamilton 
uppon Some affairs relating to our new ffactor 
Mr. Hamilton the Dukes Gentleman, from whom I 
hade a letter Sunday last from London. 

I have hintd a litle to Bailly Hamilton of the 
Gentlemens meetting yesterday. Concerning the 
Countrys protection ; which I told him should be 
laid before His Grace whose Intrest was much 
concernd ; The express is to Call in his return, and 
to wait till you be in condition to understand the 
Laird of Grants mind. 

I hope my last Came to hand which desired you 
I Secure my meall and prone ; with my dutifull Com- 
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pliments to you and my Landlady and to William 
when you See or write him is all now from 
D' Sir 
Your own &c. 

John M<^pherson 

Ruthven May 2* 
1745 

The writer of the above letter was presumably 
John Macphcrson of Inverhall, who held the 
position of barrack- master at Ruthven in 
Badenoch, and was the representative of the 
ancient family of Invereshie. He was the son 
of Thomas Macpherson by his wife, Elizabeth, 
daughter of John Grant of Culquoich in the 
parish of Inveravon. Thomas is stated to have 
been the son of William Dow Macpherson (a 
youno[er brother of Sir iCneas Macpherson, 
Sheriff of Aberdeen), by his wife, Janet, daughter 
of Alexander Mackintosh of Kinrara. 

The following copy letter serves to illustrate 
the difficulty' experienced in collecting the 
expenses of the "Watch": — 

D' Sir 

I have yours and have Sent you p the bearer 
Four pound Sterling which is a little more than I 
have got in of the watch money Since Cluny was 
here for which Send me Mr. Mcpherson's Recept and 
desire him tell Cluny y^ I shall be as active as 
possible in Collecting the Ballance of that money. 
I Saw Mr. Gordon the Duke's Factor here fourteen 
days ago who told me he could not pay any part of 
the Duke's proportion of the watch money untill he 
had orders from the Duke and I have wrote to all 
the Rest to Send in their proportions with all Con- 
venient Speed and many in Consequence of my 
writing have promis'd to pay in a very little time. 
When any money worth Sending comes in I Shall 
Acquaint Cluny of it that he may Send for it 

and am 

Sir 

Your Most Humble Ser' 

John Duff Jun 

Elgin July 9**^ 

1745. 

The writer of the above letter was no doubt 
the same person as John Duff, a copy of whose 
receipt appears above as quoted by Mr. Fraser- 
Mackintosh. H. D. McW. 



Alexander Whitelaw.— I cherish a warm 
regard for the memory of this graceful, fair- 
minded, and judicious critic, inasmuch that the 
books which he edited were the favourite 
reading of my boyhood, and have not been 
supplanted since. I refer to the "Book of 
Scottish Song," "Book of Scottish Ballads," 
" Casquet of Literary Gems," four volumes, and 
"Republic of Letters," also four volumes. His 
biography is a neglected one. What I know of 
it is simply an outline, which others may fill up 
out of their greater knowledge. He was born 
in Glasgow in i?03, and his first or rudimentary- 
occupation (a most congenial one, I should 
imagine) was that of an assistant to Dr. Robert 
Watt in the compilation of the "Bibliotheca 
Britannica," having as comrades on the job 
William Motherwell and Philip Ramsay, both 
subsequently distinguished in letters. Whitelaw 
soon got into notice as a writer of reviews, 
essays, sketches, and poems, and was freely 
recognised as a man of fine taste and discrimina- 
tion. He was secured by Messrs. Blackie, pub- 
lishers, Glasgow, as the editor of those handsome 
books I have already specified, which for beauti- 
ful printing, fine engravings, and careful selec- 
tion and editing have rarely been excelled. I 
have not the correct dates of publication, but I 
think the " Casquet " appeared in 1832; the 
"Republic of Letters" in 1835, ^^^scribed to the 
Rev. Thomas Brydson, a poetical friend ; " Book 
of Scottish Song" in 1843 ; and the "Ballads" 
in 1845. All those publications contained 
original contributions by himself and associates. 
He died in 1846 only 43 years old. His death 
was a positive loss to our national literature. 
There is a portrait of Whitelaw painted by Mr.* 
A. Blair, which Messrs. Blackie would do well to 
have engraved and prefixed to any new edition 
of the books that Whitelaw so ably conducted. 

Melbourne, Australia 



Alba. 



"Out of the Mouth of Babes."— My little 
chap, eight years of age, has noticed his father's 
devotion to Scottish Notes and Queries. The i 
word " queries " is unusual to his vocabulary, I 
and he once referred to the paper as " Scottish 
Notes and Quarries" and on another occasion 
as ^''Scottish Notes and Quarrels,^* Truth some- , 
times takes queer disguises ! I 

Proud Parent. 



A Laundry Bill of the iSth Century.— 
In Sir John Gordon's diary (MS.), now in 
the possession of Mr. Andrew Ross, Ross 
Herald^ appears the following prices, charged at 
Edinburgh (about 1757) for washing linen" : — 

For ruffled shirt, including cravat and 

handkerchief, 3d. 

For ditto, plain, 2d. 

For a white waistcoat, if to be calendered, 2d. 

For ditto, if only to be smoothed, . . id. 

For a night-gown, 6d. 

For each shaving cloth, . . . . id. 

For each pair of stockings, < . . id. 

For each night-cap 

For each towel, ^d. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF MONTROSE 
PERIODICAL LITERATURE. 

1 87 5. IValker's Kincardineshire A hnanac for 
1875 (I St S., III., 58).— In Mr. A. W. Robertson's 
Handlist, published 1893, I notice a query at- 
tached to the date of this publication which the 
compiler may now delete. Messrs. Low do not 
mention in their interesting bibliography that in 
1879 the above almanac bore the title of The 
Kincardineshire Household Almanac. This in- 
formation is drawn from the front pa^e of a scarce 
pamphlet entitled "The Story of | Saint Palladius 
I and I His Chapel at Fordoun | Montrose : | 
Printed and Published by George Walker, High 
Street | 1879," 18 pp., covers additional, which 
originally appeared m the 1 879 issue and latterly 
was reprinted with additions the same year. 

Mr. George Walker was a bookseller and 
publisher of distinction in the town of Montrose. 
Amongst the advertisements inserted in the 
pamphlet referred to, the following one appears, 
which now makes interesting reading. It runs 
thus : " George Walker, Bookseller, Montrose, 
having secured a portion of the French bloop-of- 
War sunk in the Montrose Harbour when land- 
ing troops for * Prince Charlie' in November, 
1745, begs to intimate that he is having the same 
manufactured into a variety of useful and orna- 
mental articles at prices ranging from sixpence 
upwards.** 

Mr. Walker's imprint, it may be be mentioned, 
appeared on several brochures of local character, 
and had, as pointed out by Messrs. Low, who 
made special reference to his death at the age of 
fifty-eight in i889(ist S., III., 75), a very intimate 
acquaintance with the subject of them. 

Robert Murdoch. 
* 

The Northern Fencibles.— Reference to 
the Aberdeen Journal files discloses some more 
facts about this regiment, which was raised by 
the fourth Duke of Gordon. On Sunday, 
July 15, 1 75 1, a mutiny broke out, and on 
August 3-4, John Eraser and William Kennedy 
were court-martialled thereanent— the Duke of 
Gordon presiding. The result does not tran- 
spire. Among the desertions are those of : — 

Mclntyre, aged 30 ; 5 ft. 9 : born at 

Kingussie, {yournal, March 8, 1779. ) 

John Cosse, aged 24 : born at Kincardine, Inver- 
ness-shire. (yo«r«a/, July 29, 1782.) 

Euan McPhie, aged 33 : born at Kilmalie. (Ibid, ) 

The regiment is variously designated : thus — 
"Northern Fencible Highlanders," "Northern 
Fencible Regiment," "North Fencibles." 



782. Byron and the Plain of Marathon. — 
The Aberdeen Journal of November 28, i860, p. 6, 
is responsible for the following:-^** Interesting Sale. 
—The Forest of Soignies, through which Welling- 
ton's men marched to Waterloo, is in the market." 
Byron was once about to purchase the Plain of 
Marathon. Query: When? 

Robert Murdoch. 

783. Sir James Horn Burnett's Challenge 
BuoLE. — In the dining-room of the Balcarres Hotel, 
Ech^ (Mr. G. H. Smythe, proprietor), there is de- 
posited for preservation a silver bugle bearing the 
following inscription : — " Presented | to the | Kin- 
cardineshire Administrative Battalion | of | Rifle 
Volunteers | by | Sir James Horn Burnett of Leys, 
Bart., I Lord Lieutenant of the County. | 20th 
August, I 1864. I Challenge Bugle." Will a sub- 
scriber tell me whether the above battalion merged 
into the Gordon Highlanders Volunteers? I presume 
there is a history connected with the bugle. \i so, 
particulars will be heartily welcomed. 

Robert Murdoch. 

784. Rhyme on Snuff.— The undernoted rhyme 
was taken down from the lips of an old lady who 
passed away recently. It possesses little or no 
merit, and looks like a modern production : — 

God blen that benefit which we call muff, 

For before meat and after meat it is the real stuff ; 

It clean the eyes and qoickena the sensee, 

And does a great deal of good with little expenses. 

Has it been in print elsewhere ? 

Robert Murdoch. 

785. Levden's Poems.— It strikes me forcibly 
that the second line in both versions of the ''Sabbath 
Morning Sonnet/' given on p. 60, shows a false, a 
redundant quantity, and that the word '*all " is an 
interpolation that destroys the balance of the line. 
Readers can easily determine this by a trial of* both 
ways." One is curiously eager to know if the ialse 
quantity actually appeared in Leyden's manuscript. 
Perhaps Mr. Sinton will say. 

Alan Reid. 

786. *' Rosy-fingered Morn."— On p. 6 of the 
present volume, *'Alba" discourses with his usual 
felicity on this poetic expression. It occurs to me 
to mention that still another instance of its use is 
found in Spoiforth's glee, **Hail, Smiling Morn," 
the words of which read : 

Hail ! Smiling mom, that tips the hills with gold, 
Whose rosy fingers ope the gates of day ; 

Who the gay face oft Nature doth unfold, 
At whose bright presence darkness flies away. 

I cannot name the author, nor can I find the quota- 
tion though I have often tried. Perhaps some reader 
may direct me to its source ? . Alan Reid. 
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787. A "Scots Review" of 1774.— A publica- 
tion of this name was issued in Edinburgh in the 
above year, and I am anxious to discover if it was 
a periodical Writing of it, David Hume asked a 
friend if he had seen *'the specimen of a Scotch 
review." The Scots Magaxiue said that ** it pro- 
fesses to give a prospectus and a specimen of an 
intended review." Hill Burton, however, refers to 
it as this thin, duodecimo pamphlet" Everything 
points to its being a jVk d* esprit in the form of the 1 
first number of a periodical, but perhaps someone , 
may be able to say definitely, and indicate where a 
copy may be exammed. W. J. C. 

788. The Murder of Two Sons of Gordon 
OP Ellon (2nd S., VIII., 53). — In this paragraph 
Dr. Milne gives an account of events which took 
place on April 28, 1717, and on May i, 17 17, and 
adds : The proceedings are related in the Edin- 
burgh Courant of the time." I would be greatly 
obliged if Dr. Milne would be more explicit in his 
reference to the newspaper, as I have reason to 
believe that no Courant was issued at that date. 
The last issue of the Edinburgh Courant I have been 
able to trace and examine is dated March, 17 10, and 
X\\t Edinburgh Evening Courant^ usually spoken of 
shortly as the Edinburgh Courant^ did not begin its 
career till December 15, 17 18. It would be a great 
point gained if it can be shown that the paper 
existed in 1717. W. J. C. 

789. EscoNSE.— Isthe word **e8Consed"~8nu^y 
esconsed, etc. — a good English vocable, or is it only 
used in Scottish dialect? The old French is esconcer^ 
to conceal, and esconse, part of a candlestick. Latin, 
absconder e and absconsa, I do not find the word 
in the "Imperial" or the "Twentieth Century*' 
dictionaries. A. M. 

Durris. 

790. Brompton Oratory Design. — The late 
Mr. Andrew J. Gordon, architect, son of David 
Gordon, surveyor, Beauly (a member of the Tulloch- 
allum fiaimily), was trained with Matthews, Aberdeen, 
and is said to have put in the most artistic, though 
not the winning, design for the Oratory. Where 
can I find a description of his plans ? He exhibited 
the following designs at the Royal Academy 
(Graves's Royal Academy, iii., 274): — 

1887. — ** Design for Roman Catholic church, 
N.B." What church was this? 

1888. —" Study for a Scotch mansion." 
190 1. — " Huntercombe Manor, Oxfordshire." — 

This is the home of the Hon. Mrs. Boyle 
("E.V.B."), who is the daughter of Alexander 
Gordon of Ellon. This house was described in 
Country Life^ May 6, 1899. 

Where can I find an account of the various 
buildings designed by Mr. Gordon, who belonged to 
an ardent Catholic family ? 

J. M. Bl'LLOCH. 



7JI. Fbtterangus.— The Aberdeen Journal of 
April 26, 1757, announces the sale of Fetterangus 
on May 13, 1757 :— 

The landB of FetteraoguB are extremely well aeoom- 
modated, are thirled to no mill, and oonaift of about 
300 acres of rich arable land, which nae been lately and may 
still be greatly improyed by watering and lime, as they are 
well situated and only by about 2 or 3 miles troui sevenil 
lime quarries. William Gordon, the present proprietor, 
possesses the mansion house and part of said lands, for which 
I he will pay the purchaser 450 merks and 16^ bolls farm meal 
at 8 stone for crop 1757, and will take a tack thereof 
for several years at the present rent. The other part of 
the said land, which is under tack, pays yearly 26^ Bolls of 
meal at 8 stone 1 boll, and £132 8cots. 

Who bought the estate ? J. M. B. 

4c 

answers. 

441. Thomas Lawrancb's Mortification (2nd 
S., v., 188; VI., 15, 31).— Rev. Dr. Stewart, Peter- 
head, thus wrote Mr. John A. Henderson, Avondale, 
Cults, the talented editor of '* Inscriptions and Epi- 
taphs," on nth November, 1905; — •*! have only 
just learned the application of Thomas Lawrance*s 
Mortification. It was in the hands of the Town 
Council, in terms of his deed, and was in aid of a 
poor school and education generally. It was to be 
mvested in Government securities, and to produce 
£10 per annum. Recently it has been administered 
by the School Board of the burgh. The Education 
Blue Book, 1906-7, states that the first election 
of the School Board of Peterhead Burgh was 14th 
April, 1873, and Peterhead Landward loth May, 
1873. Mr. George Lawrance, Rangoon, a grand- 
nephew of the founder of the mortification (who 
alleges he was so named after a former George 
Lawrance, who went to the West Indies and was 
never heard of again), says that the mortification 
was founded to educate two lads at the Peterhead 
Academy. His brothers, Charles Scott, Robert 
Scott, and Thomas (all deceased) were educated 
there in the usual course. He laments that the 
name of this educational benefactor should be so Car 
forgotten, and that no tablet or mark of some kind 
should keep his memory green, and hopes tJiiat the 
Town Council of Peterhead will rectify this grave 
omission. Not even the history of the town refers 
to him— a most regrettable incident. 

Robert Murdoch. 

471. Lawrances of Pitscow, Kininmonth (2nd 
S., VI., 45, 64).— The Rev. James Forrest, The 
Manse, Lonmay, writes to the effect that he has 
bothered Mr. Lawrance, Pitscow, to give him his 
genealogy, but he takes no interest in such matters. 
He says his Lawrances came from the South, stayed 
about Byth for some time, and then came along to 
this quarter. He did not know of any of the Law- 
rances or Lawrences on the Register of Baptisms 
kept by Rev. William Cock, Rathen (a copy of which 
has been sent me by Mr. Forrest, \q which I should 
like to refer at some future date) and has no connec- 
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tion with my Cairnchina Lonmay folks. The register 
has the following variations — Lawrence, Laurence, 
Laurance, and Lawrance, and the dates are from 
1766 to 1842. Robert Murdoch. 

600. The Lords Forbes and the **Bush of 
Kaitness" (and S., VII., 13, 48).— I referred this 
query to a Caithness friend who interests himself in 
antiquities. He says that as a place-name in Caith- 
ness it is unknown to him, and suggests that the 
word means ** centre." He points to the fact that 
the hub of a cart wheel is usually named the ''bush." 
I may add that the spelling "Kaitness" very ac- 
curately gives the local pronunciation of the name 
of the county. Corson Cone. 

751. Lawrances in Usan (2nd S., VIII., 13). — 
On tne strength of a three week's residence in the 
quaint Forfarshire fishing village, I can afllirm that 
there are no Lawrances in Usan, nor in the locality. 
More, there is now no vintner in the place, and it 
may interest Robert Murdoch to learn that William 
Lawrance*s cottage hostelry is now the country resi- 
dence of D. H. Edwards of Brechin, beloved of the 
bardic tribe. The well in which, according to the 
epitaph in Maryton Churchyard, wee Willie Lawrance 
was drowned, is but a few paces in front of the door, 
and has long been securely covered. Lawrance was 
an incomer to the place, and he left no trace of his 
sojourn beyond the quaint rhyme, which is still quite 
legible, at Maryton. The surname Patton or Paton 
is paramount at Usan now. Alan Reid. 

762. James Clyde, LL.D. (2nd S., VIIL, 28, 
63). — Permit me to express sincere regret for an 
error in my answer in last month's issue of Scottish 
Notes and Queries. I stated that Dr. Clyde had 
been **a Secession minister in Dumfries." It was, 
of course, his father, as^W. B. R. W." has correctly 
pointed out Dr. Clyde was licensed to preach, and 
for something like a year went about as a Secession 
probationer, but was never ordained as minister of a 
settled charge. W. S. 

764. George Blair, M.A. (2nd S.,VIII., 64).— 
The following is a copy of the title page of a book 
in the Sandeman Library, Perth : — 

" The Holocaust ; | or, the Witch of Monzie: [ 
a Poem | Illustrative of the Cruelties of Supersti- 
tion ; I Lays of Palestine ; | and other Poems, | 
to which is prefixed | Enchantment Disenchanted ; 
I or, a Treatise on Superstition. | By the Rev. 
George Blair. | Aut prodesse volunt; aut delectare 
poetae ; | aut simul et jucunda et idonea dicere 
vitae. — Hor. | London: J. F. Shaw, 27, Southamp- 
ton Row, Russell Square. | Edinburgh: Thomas 
Paton, Howe Street. | Perth: Thomas Richard- 
son, George Street. | mdcccxlv." 
The book is divided into four parts: Part I., "En- 
chantment Disenchanted " ; Part II., The Holo- 
caust"; Part III., "Lays of Palestine"; Part IV., 
''Miscellaneous Poems.'* The page is 7^x41% in. 
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** Printed by the Perth Printing Company : W. 
Belford, Printer." 

769. Henry Shanks (2nd S.,VIII., 45).— I have 
much pleasure in informing "Alba" that my dear 
old friend Henry Shanks, the blind poet of the 
Deans, is alive and well. A full biography of his 
remarkable career appears in the eleventh volume of 
Edwards' Modern Scottish Poets," but I may state 
here that though Harry" is in his 77th year, and 
has been blind for over forty of these years, his is a 
stalwart frame, and that his personality and conver- 
sation are as striking and interesting as in the days 
of his literary activities. He is resident at Bath- 
gate, not far from the scene of his birth, and by no 
means forgotten by the numerous admirers of his 
worth and ability. Alan Reid. 

Henry Shanks, "the blind poet of the Deans," 
near Bathgate, is no longer alive. His death was 
announced in the daily newspapers some months 
ago — I think, about the beginning of the present 
year. S. 

771. Peter Paterson (2nd S., VIIL, 45).— The 
alliteration in the name is somewhat suspicious, and 
slightly reminiscent of the " Lee Lewes" of an earlier 
period, who wrote "Anecdotes of the English and 
Scottish Stages." At the same time, " Peter Pater- 
son " is not included in Halkett and Laing's list of 
pseudonymous writers, as probably he would have 
been had the title been a nom de plume. In the 
"Maidment Sale Catalogue" Paterson's book is 
entered under the name Paterson (Peter)," and 
entitled " Behind the Scenes: being the Confessions 
of a Strolling Player," Edinburgh, 1858. AUibone 
gives the title more fully, or perhaps is referring to a 
different work, when he attributes to Peter Paterson, 
"Glimpses of Real Life as seen in the Theatrical 
World and in Bohemia: being the Confessions of 
Peter Paterson, a Strolling Comedian," Edinburgh, 
April, 1864 ; 2nd edition, November, 1864. The 
evidence seems to point to Peter Paterson as the 
author's real name. S. 

m.^^ "Thole, and Think On! "(2nd S.,VIII., 
45).— The motto of the ancient family of Twecdic of 
Dnimmelzier, in Peeblesshire, was "Thole and 
Think," while that of Maxwell of Cardoness, in 
Kirkcudbrightshire, is "Think On." I would venture 
to suggest that the inscription on the tombstone in 
Liberton Kirkyard may have been chosen by the 
stonecutter as an appropriate message from the dead 
to the living— "Thole, and Think On," or, "Endure 
present ills, and remember the future," as the words 
may perhaps be paraphrased. W. 

773. The Clan Maclean (2nd S., VIII, 45).-- 
"Seneachie," who wrote the " Historical and Genea- 
logical Account of the Clan of Maclean," London, 
Smith, Elder, 1838, was Lachlan Maclean. A later 
history of the clan, written by an American Maclean, 
establishes, I believe, Lachlan Maclean's authorship. 
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777. Okigin op Names "Beinn Iutharn Mhor" 
AND "Beao" (2nd S., VIII., 62). — According to 
Smith ("History of Aberdeenshire," i., 372), "Beinn 
lutham Mhor'* and '*Iutharn Beag" signify "the 
mountains of power and strength." I greatly prefer 
Mr. Sidney C. Couper*s more picturesque, if also 
more lurid, definition, in which, by the way, he is 
corroborated by the late Mr. James Macdonald in 
his "Place Names of West Aberdeenshire.*' Assum- 
ing Mr. Couper's definition to be correct, one might 
be inclined to believe that the tragic fate of Diarmid, 
a Fingalian hero, reported to have occurred some- 
where in the neighbourhood, or, at least, in the 
same parish, mav perhaps have given rise to the 
names "big" and " little mountains of hell." 

W. 

778. ^ John Heiton (2nd S., VIII., 62).— 
John Heiton, of Darnick Tower, author of '* The 
Castes of Edinburgh," died in 1870. Andrew 
Heiton, F.S.A., architect, Perth, who succeeded 
him, was his cousin, not his younger brother. John 
Heiton also wrote " Old World and Young World," 
Edinburgh, 1865. Of Anthony Oneal Haye" I 
can say nothing. The name does not occur among 
Halkett and Laing's pseudonymous writers. 

S. 

779. Priest Gordon (2nd S., VIII., 62).— There 
is an article on "General Patrick Gordon" in 
" Eraser's Magazine," vol. 44, 1851. Perhaps it may 
contain the reference which Mr. J. M. Bulloch 
requires. S. 

7«0. The Name McKelvie (2nd S., VIII., 62).— 
This is a name of infrequent occurrence. I can only 
recall at the moment two persons of note who have 
borne it, both of them Scotsmen, namely, Rev. 
William McKelvie, D.D., historian of the U.P. 
Church, and author of a " Life of Michael Bruce"; 
and D. G. (?) McKelvie, a journalist, and champion 
draughts player. The name, I venture to think, has 
a territorial origin. It is perhaps connected with 
the river Kelvin at Glasgow. So far as I have been 
able to ascertain, the McKelvies are not a sept of 
any Highland clan, have no tartan of their own, 
and are not entitled to assume that of any other 
family. W. 

781. Burke's "Landed Gentry" (2nd S.,Vin., 
62).— Under "John Burke,'* the "Dictionary of 
National Biography" says: — "Between 1833 and 
1838, he [Burke] published 'A Genealogical and 
Heraldic History of the Commoners of Great Britain 
and Ireland,' in four 8vo volumes ; another edition 
was issued in 1837-8; and a third edition, in two 
volumes, between 1843 and 1849. The title was 
altered in the later editions to *A Dictionary of the 
Landed Gentry '; and a supplementary volume ap- 
peared in 1844 containing corrigenda and a general 
index," The first edition of "Landed Grentry" 
is generally dated 1848, and subsequent editions run 
from that period. There was an edition in 1858; 



the 4th edition, in two parts, appeared 1862-3 ; an- 
other " 4th edition, revised and enlarged," was pub- 
lished in 1868 ; the 5th edition bears date 1871 ; and 
there was another edition in 1882. These details, I 
trust, may be of some slight use to Mr. W. Saunders. 
I am, however, by no means sanguine that the dates 
specified will do anything more than add to the 
prevailing confusion, because I am given to under- 
stand that a correct enumeration of the various 
editions of Burke's books forms one of the most 
insoluble problems in modern bibliography. There 
is no edition of " Royal Families," I believe, later 
than 185 1. W. S. 
* 
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FORFARSHIRE AS A FACTOR IN 
SCOTTISH LIFE AND THOUGHT. 
(Continutd from 2nd S., VIIL, p, 69.) 

Referring next to the military and naval nota- 
bilities belonging to this shire, I remark that of 
these my lists contain 49 names, many of them 
distinguished, among which, in addition to the 
great names of the Rojralist leaders, the Marquis 
of Montrose and Viscount Dundee, may be 
mentioned Macbeth, the hero of one of Shake- 



speare's tragedies, whom recent historians repre- 
sent, not, as the poet describes, as a mere ambi- 
tious usurper, but as a true patriot and wise 
statesman. To these names I could add those 
of Gilchrist, the Earl of Angus, who defeated 
the English in 1124 ; Sir Robert Pitilloch, who 
distinguished himself in France in 1460 ; David 
Barclay, who fought gallantly under Gustavus 
Adolphus in the German wars, as well as two 
Forfarshire Lindsays, also engaged in the same 
monarch's service. Nor must I omit Generals 
Ramsay and Wood, two excellent officers under 
the famous Duke of Marlborough ; General 
Sir David Leigh ton, an Indian officer of dis- 
tinction ; and General Sir Wm. Chalmers, who 
fought under Wellington in the Peninsula and 
at Waterloo with the utmost gallantry, and 
whose name is still cherished in Dundee as one 
of the bravest and best of her sons. 

Among Forfarshire's distinguished naval men 
must be included the names notably of Admiral 
Charles Middleton, Viscount Barham, whose 
skilful and wise administration at the Admiralty 
during the French war did so much to render 
possible not only the great achievements of 
Nelson, but also of Admiral Viscount Duncan, 
the hero of Camperdown, as well as Admirals 
Sir John Lindsay and Sir Geoi^e Carnegie, 
6th Earl of Southesk. I could considerably 
extend the above list, but space fails me, and so 
I pass on next to treat of the notable lawyers 
on my lists. 

As lawyers, the men of Angus hold a 
good place among the other Scottish shires. 
I have at least 32 names of more or less merit 
under this head. I shall not allude to more 
than a few of the more distinguished. And, 
first, as to the judges of Angus birth. Two of 
these — James Ivory (Lord Ivory) and Adam 
Gillies (Lord Gillies)— were excellent representa- 
tives of our Scottish Court of Session ; while 
Thomas Scot, who was long Lord Chief Justice 
of Canada, and Dr. Samuel Johnstone, who was 
one of the Revolution leaders in the American 
rebellion and played a considerable part in 
framing the Constitution of the United States, 
and who subsequently became a prominent 
Federal Judge, as well as Sir William NicoU, the 
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present Chief Justice in Lagos, West Africa, 
exhibit in a very interesting way the wide 
ranging activity and influence of the men of 
Angus. 

I believe, however, that it is more as scholars 
and teachers than as men of affairs or judges 
that the natives of this shire come before the 
notice of their fellows. My lists contain no 
fewer than 62 such names. They are, more- 
over, an illustrious g^'oup, extending from Patrick 
Panther, the scholarly Abbot of Cambuskenneth, 
to Professor Charles S. Roy, of Cambridge 
University, on the one hand, and Professor James 
A. Ewing, of Tokio University, Japan, on the 
other. Among their number are included names 
so illustrious as that of the great Greek scholar. 
Professor Richard C. Jebb, of Cambridge Uni- 
versity; of Professor John P. Nichol, of Glasgow, 
as well as of his son, John, long Professor of 
English Literature in the same University ; of 
Professor Stephen Reay, of Cambridge, a famous 
Arabic scholar; of Professor John Playfair, of 
Edinburgh, the distinguished mathematician : 
and, indeed, of many others equally excellent 
that I cannot find space to enumerate. 

Medical men also figure largely on my lists — 
I have the names of 41 such. Of these, how- 
ever, though many unnamed are. equally or 
scarcely less distinguished, 1 will only specify 
five. These are Professor James Miller, of 
Edinburgh University, a great surgeon and an 
early advocate of total abstinence ; Professor 
William Sharpey, one of the most popular of 
London doctors ; Drs. Neill Arnott and Sir 
William Burnett, both famous London physicians, 
and both also successful scientific inventors ; and, 
last of all, Dr. George Webster, who has gained 
the thanks of the profession as founder of the 
British Medical Association. 

Even more important, perhaps, owing to the 
part theyhave played in developing the resources 
and promoting the wealth of their country, have 
been the enterprising merchants and manu- 
facturers of this shire, who have not only created 
the prosperity of the towns of Angus, but 
have carried their enterprise elsewhere and built 
up great businesses and fortunes in almost every 
part of the world. Among the former are included 
not only such men as John Wallace, who intro- 
duced the linen manufacture into the shire, as 
well as the numerous representatives of the well- 
known Baxter, Cox, and Yeaman families, who, 
during the last century, have been so con- 
spicuously associated with the chief industries of 
Angus, but the names also of men like the late 
Provost Moncur, of Dundee, the Corsars and 
Salmonds of Arbroath, the Lairds and Lowsons 
ot Forfar, and many others equally deserving 



mention. Among the latter class, on the other 
hands are found names so notable as those of 
John Coutts, the founder of the London banking 
house that goes by his name ; of James Brown, 
too, an eminent engineer, who became the head 
of the well-known Birmingham firm of James 
Watt & Co. ; of Sir James Dick, also a suc- 
cessful merchant, who became Lord Mayor of 
London, as well as of John Ross Valentine, a 
millionaire banker in the United States; and 
Alexander Stephen, the founder of the great 
Glasgow firm of shipbuilders of that name. 

One thing that I notice particularly in con- 
nection with the practical energies of the natives 
of this region is their success as inventors. 
Thus, of the 20 persons grouped under this 
heading, the following exceptionally notable 
names appear: — (i) The Reverend Patrick Bell, 
the inventor of the reaping machine ; (2) James 
Hunter, the inventor of the stone-dressing 
machine, that has made the granite industry so 
great a success in Scotland ; (3) James Chalmers, 
the inventor of the adhesive stamp, by means of 
which the postal development of the world has 
been rendered so marvellously successful ; (4) 
James Brown Lindsay, the electrician, who first 
demonstrated the possibility of wireless tele- 
graphy ; (5) Alexander Shanks, who invented 
the lawn-mower ; (6) Charles Watson, the 
inventor of the double-current ventilator, 
but who was better known, perhaps, as the 
"Napoleon of tract distribution"; and (7), and 
finally, Dr. A. C. Kirk, whose triple-expansion 
steam engine alone made possible the amazing 
development in ocean steam navigation that 
characterised the closing years of the 19th 
century, though the new turbine system of 
propulsion seems on the point of taking its 
place. 

Then, among agricultural improvers, besides 
less notable names, I have that of John Nicoll, 
who raised the excellent variety of seed pota- 
toes that went by the name of " Champion," as 
well as other popular varieties ; of Hugh 
Watson, too, the first breedcir of the famous 
Angus " Doddies," that noted breed of cattle 
which, in the hands of the Aberdeen farmers, has 
now attained the foremost place in the London 
markets. 

I have only to refer, in closing this review, to 
a list of 27 adventurous or eccentric characters 
and nondescripts of all kinds, belonging to this 
shire, which I have compiled. 

This is an unusually large number of such 
names, but not more numerous than might have 
been expected owing to the marked individuality 
of mental character manifested by the natives 
of this region. Perhaps the most notable of the 
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27 are the following :—(i) Alexander Lindsay, the 
tvrant Earl of Crawford, who, for his enormities, 
was known as "the Tiger Earl," or "Earl 
Beardie"; (2) David Lindsay, the 12th Earl 
of Crawford, who was called "the Prodigal 
Earl " ; (3) General Connon, who became a 
pacha and a Turkish Genersd in the Crimean 
War ; (4) Old Horatio Ross, the famous deer- 
stalker and rifle-shot, whose son, Edward Ross, 
was the first to win the Queen^s Prize at 
Wimbledon, in i860, thus giving a foretaste, 
at the very start of that competition, of the 
striking superiority which Scottish volimteers 
were to manifest in subsequent years over all 
other British volunteers in the accomplishment 
of rifle-shooting. I may add here that another 
Forfarshire volunteer who has carried off that 
much coveted prize was Sergeant David Dear, 
of Friockheim. I have also two centenarians 
on my list, which points to the hardy and 
vigorous physical constitution enjoyed by the 
inhabitants of this district. 

I have thus reviewed and set forth in my 
usual manner, though, I fear, less carefully than 
in some previous essays, the part which my 
investigations show the county of Forfar to 
have taken in the development of our national 
life and influence. And I think that one con- 
clusion to which all must have been led by the 
facts adduced, is that the. people of Angus are 
characterised by at least as high intellectual and 
moral qualities as those of any other Scottish 
shire. I am well aware that rumours to an 
opposite effect are sometimes heard, some of 
which have received the sanction of high names. 
Thus, I think, I have heard the town of Forfar 
spoken of as "godless Forfar,'* and even as 
"Satan's seat," while I have certainly read 
the following comment on that town, made by 
the saintly evangelist McCheyne immediately 
after preaching in it — a comment which is cer- 
tainly scathing enough — " Fearfully wicked 
place. The cry of it ascends up before God 
like that of Sodom." Similarly disparaging 
remarks I have heard regarding even "the 
Scottish Geneva" itself, the city so illustrious for 
its religious zeal in Reformation times, and 
which — by the ministry of the godly Willisonin 
the 1 8th century, and the saintly McCheyne and 
William Burns in the 19th century, as well as of 
many other equally devoted and pious, spiritual 
teachers — might have been expected to possess a 
character beyond the reach of reproach or 
scandal. Saturday night there I have heard 
spoken of as a veritable pandemonium— a perfect 
saturnalia of wickedness. While that other 
Angus parishes have not been without their 
aspersers, even within the bounds of the county 



of Forfar itself, may be inferred, I think, from 
the following local descriptive couplet, which 
used to be and, perhaps, still is current in the 
neighbourhood of the parishes which are there 
emphatically characterised as 

" Theivin* Glenisla, Leein' Lintrathcn," 
Cursin' Kingowdrum and Kind Kirriemuir. 
It is pleasing to find that at least one parish in 
four can have a good word said for it by the 
local poet. But while it would appear that 
common report is somewhat hard on the moral 
and religious state of Forfarshire, I am glad to say 
that a recent official volume, entitled " The Judi- 
cial Statistics of Scotland," has cast a new light 
on the questions in controversy, and seems to 
suggest that once again the vox populi is very 
far indeed from being the vox veritaiis. Thus, 
in regard to the alleged pre-eminent intemper- 
ance of Dundee, the facts brought out in the 
volume referred to seem to show that, with the ex- 
ception of Aberdeen, the natives of that town are 
really more temperate in their habits than those 
of any other large town in Scotland. Of 
every 10,000 of the population of Aberdeen, it 
was found, when the statistics I am quoting were 
compiled, that 207.5 were convicted of offences 
arising out of drunkenness, while in other towns 
the figures (discarding decimals) were — Dundee 
223, Edinburgh 325, Leith 339, Paisley 339 
Govan 432, Greenock 564, Glasgow 604. 

Thus the whole East Coast, Leith included 
shines out in eminent respectability ; and if you 
want genuine, disgraceful putrescence, you must 
go to the abandoned cities on the Clyde ! The 
same deplorable effects of the West Coast social 
habits continue to show themselves in the towns 
of the second class — those with a population of 
from 20,000 to 50,00a In tBis category Arbroath 
stands triumphantly at the top, and no other 
town makes a good second. In this home of 
puritanical sobriety the convictions per 10,000 
were 143, next best — and a long way off—being 
Dunfermline with 237. In Ayr the number was 
571, and in Hamilton 559. Perth keeps within 
the region of moderate respectability with 300. 
But the great surprise of all awaits us when we 
look into the case of the burghs with a popula- 
tion of from 10,000 to 20,000. There are 18 of 
them, and, of all places on the earth, Forfar 
heads the list ! Forfar the maligned— the last 
word of the comparative Jeremiah ! Its record 
of drunkenness per 10,000 was 69, as compared 
with 808 in Falkirk, which appears to be the 
most drunken place in Scotland ; and 505 in 
Dumbarton, which is quite a west coastish 
figure. Montrose is 131, Brechin 109, Broughty 
Ferry 99, and St Andrews 1 10. It is interesting 
also to take a ghnce at the counties in this 
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connection. The prevalent notion that real, 
sustained, resolute drinking has its home in the 
Highlands is not contirnied by these statistics. 
Thus, Orkney and Shetland head the list in the 
order of virtue, and Inverness and Sutherland 
come in the tirst half-dozen ; but Forfar is 
3rd, being thus at the head of the counties on 
the Scottish mainland. Aberdeen is 5th and 
Fife 1 8th, Perth one place worse, but Kincardine 
borders on decency m the iith place. Though, 
generally, the West Coast counties are just as 
bad as one would expect counties to be which 
contain such terribly abandoned towns, curiously 
enough the coastless Peebles is the worst of the 
whole 33, which indicates that even in these 
days it struggles in a hectic and bibulous way to 
sustain its reputation — " Peebles for pleasure." 

I do not pretend to be able to explain the 
hidden cause that seems to be at work making 
the East Coast of Scotland comparatively a 
soberer region than the West, but if " Philip 
sober" may be rightly expected to judge more 
wisely than Philip drunk," then it is, perhaps, 
a confirmation of the statistics that I have 
quoted, that when the whole West of Scotland 
a few years ago declined to Imperialism, the 
East of Scotland generally, but pre-eminently 
the three sober counties of Forfar, .\berdeen, 
and Kincardine, kept the flag of Liberalism 
flying, and proved a sort of Gibraltar, or quadri- 
lateral, impregnable to all the assaults of the 
party whose astounding watchword of " Beer, 
the Bible, and the British Empire," had been 
too successful in the rest of the country. 

It is, at all events, a comforting reflection to 
me that I fell upon these statistics while writing 
the present essay, as they tend to confirm the 
conclusion, which on other grounds I had already 
formed, viz., that the type of man produced in 
Forfar was one marked by strong powers of 
self-control and capable of as high achieve- 
ments, intellectually and spiritually, as those of 
any other region ot Scotland, with the exception, 
possibly, of the Scottish Border. 

W. B. R. W. 

To he continued. 

* 

Traditions Relating to the Lawrance 
Family : — Mr. R. Johnston Robertson may 
be glad to have the undemoted particulars 
which I append for preservation : — Mr. J. D. 
Lawrance, 3 Johnson's Buildings, Temple, E.C., 
writes on i8th May, 1904: — "We have no 
tradition of having come from Scotland. 
Lawr^inces have undoubtedly been settled at 
Dunsby and Haconby, in the county of Lincoln, 
for some 200 or 300 years (see parish registers, 



tombs, etc.). Beyond that, I have no infor- 
mation of a definite character. A shadowy 
tradition says they came from Gloucestershire, 
but personally I believe that to be pure surmise." 
The Rev. Robert Lawr^ince, B. A., M. A., 
Hollesley Rectory, Woodbridge, Suflbik, writes, 
August 23rd, 1904 : — "My family is in no way 
connected with Scotland. There is no doubt 
the spelling Lawr^ce is more common than 
ours, but I have not heard of any tradition of 
their being sprung from France. All I 
know of them is that they lived in the 
southern counties — chiefly in Hants." The Rev. 
Henry Lawrance, 195 Legrams Lane, Bradford, 
mentions, on May 19th, 1904, that his father's 
family has been settled in Yorkshire for several 
generations — much more he cannot say. They 
were a yeoman family. He has often thought of 
pursuing the enquiry by means of parish 
registers, etc., but the chance has never come. 
This gentleman also says that his ancestors are 
traditionally supposed to be connected with 
Lawrdsnces of Dunsby, South Lincolnshire, of 
whom is the Judge. He is owner of a fine book- 
plate on which is portrayed a knight in armour. 
Any other notes bearing upon the distribution of 
Lawrences and Lawr/nces will be highly appre- 
ciated and preserved in our columns for refer- 
ence to students of family history. 

Robert Murdoch. 

Northern Fencibles.— I have the original 
commission of my great-uncle, Francis Stewart 
of Lesmurdie, as ensign in " Our Regiment of 
Fencible Men, commanded by Our Right Trusty 
and Right entirely beloved Cousin, Colonel 
Alexander, Duke of Gordon, K.T., and to take 
rank in Our Army during the establishment of 
the said Regiment," etc., etc. The document is 
signed by King George III., on the 19th January, 
1780, and countersigned by Lord Hillsborough. 
These Fencibles were neither Militia nor Volun- 
teers, but regular regiments raised for home 
defence only. Their officers were appointed by 
purchase — an ensigncy costing, I think, ;^450. 
Francis Stewart was afterwards in the 79th 
Cameron Highlanders (raised 1793), and eventu- 
ally, after long service, commanded the troops 
in Ceylon. He died in 1824. 

Arch. Leslie 

Of Klnlnvla. 

Aberdeen - American Graduates. — Dr. 
Gam mack errs in naming No. 145 (October, 
1906) /oAn Herald. It should have been James. 
The place of death is given as " Meieine Hat." 
Should it not be " Medicine Hat"? 

J. D. 
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The Gordons of Minmore.— The Rev. 
Stephen Ree makes some additions to the ac- 
count of the Minmore Gordons which appeared 
in the Huntly Express of June i, 1906 :— 

1674, September 20. — John Leslie, having bor- 
rowed the mortcloth to Minimoir, and not being a 
parishoner, did promise to pay a rex dolor. — 
(Mortlach Session Register.) 

This seems to indicate that William I. of Min- 
more died two years before his grandson got 
sasine. The " John Leslie " is probably the John 
Leslie of Parkbeg (which is in Mortlach) who 
married Isobel, daughter of William I. of Min- 
more. 

1683, May I. — Helen Grant, eldest lawful daugh- 
ter of Robert Grant of Tombreackachie, got sasine 
in liferent on Minimoir. — (Banffshire Sasines.) 

Perhaps she was the future spouse of Ludovick 
Gordon of Minmore, about whom very little is 
known. 

Alexander Sinclair Gordon, Volun- 
teer Enthusiast. — He was the son of Charles 
Gordon^ the twelfth laird of Abergeldie. A very 
interestmg reference to him — which seems to 
have escaped the notice of local genealogists — 
occurs in Henry Angelo's "Reminiscences" (I., 
438-9):- 

During a certain period of the latter part of the 
late war, whilst the City Light Horse were on effec- 
tive duty, they had two messes — one held at the 
Crown and Anchor, the other at the British Coffee- 
house. Doubtless the tables of such a corps were 
well served ; and the conviviality, which was usually 
protracted to a late hour by some of its gay members, 
was such as no military society that I have known 
could match. It must be remembered that, the mess 
being in the midst of the metropolis, there was a 
notable sample of choice spirits within reach from 
which to fill a spare seat. The adjutant—*' Sandy '* 
Gordon, as he was familiarly called by his comrades 
— was a joyous convive. Certain Scottish songs, 
which he sang with peculiar nationality, were de- 
lectable to hear ; the delight which they afforded to 
loyal sons of Scotland (a good sprinkling of whom 
rode in this wealthy corps), when they were elevated 
to the pitch of the second bottle of claret, was truly 
elevating to behold. 

The Character of the Cabrach.— Cattle- 
lifting seems to have been more common in the 
Cabrach than in most parts of the surrounding 
country. Thus, Alexander Gordon, in Kirktoun 
of Cabrach, was tried at Aberdeen (see Journal 
of May 9, 1768) in May, 1768, for having stolen, 
about six years previously, two cattle, and for 
opening a house by means of false keys and 
stealing ten bolls of meal. After a trial of nine 
hours he was acquitted of the cattle-lifting but 



found guilty of taking the meal and being 
"habit and repute a thief." He was sentenced 
to be whipped and banished to the plantations 
for life. So he was whipped on May 21 and 
deported July 23, X768. On April 12, 1769, 
James Gordon, from the Cabrach, was com- 
mitted to prison for horse-stealing {Aberdeen 
Journal^ April 27, 1769). 

Alexander Family.— Mr. Herbert Railton, 
the well-known artist, tells me that his grand- 
father — Dr. Alexander, Preston— was an Aber- 
donian. I take him to have been John Alex- 
ander, Halifax, who got his M.D. at Marischal 
College in 1782. At anyrate, Dr. Alexander, 
Preston, had 

1 John Lyon Alexander, engineer, Delahay Street, 
London, who had 

Edward Alexander, I.C.S. 
Charles Alexander, indigo merchant 
Cuthbert Alexander. 
Arthur Alexander. 

2 Edwin Alexander, patent agent. 

3 Elizabeth Ann Alexander : married Railton, 
and was the mother of Mr. Herbert Railton. 

4 — Alexander, abbess, Loretto Convent, Kil- 
larney. 

J. M. B. 

Levden's Poems.— In my article in the Octo- 
ber number on "Some of Dr. John Leyden's 
Inedited Poems," I thought the printer's blunder 
in the second line of bo£h versions of the sonnet 
on "Sabbath Morning'' was so obvious that I 
did not think it necessary to point it out. 
However, Mr. Alan Reid has evidently not 
noticed it. "Waxes" should, of course, be 
"wakes," and the line read, "That slowly wakes 
while all the fields are still ! " 

Hassendean, James Sinton. 

Eastfield, Joppa. 

Still Room (2nd S., VIII., 45, 54, 68).— On 
reading over the articles defining what a still 
room was used for, I am of the same opinion as 
Dr. Milne. On being shown over a large 
mansion house the other day, the housekeeper 
showed us the still room. I at once asked her 
what it was used for, and she promptly replied 
that it was used for " distilling herbs," and other 
duties connected with the kitchen. When mak- 
ing plans for a new house, that room is generally 
called the " still room maid's room." On looking 
up Chambers's "Dictionary of the English 
Language," published in 1872, I find it is called 
"an apartment for distilling." This, I conclude, 
is the correct meaning of the word. 

Aberlady. J. J. W. Lamb. 
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THE SURTEES BALLAD FRAUDS. 

I do not think that it is so well known in 
Scotland as it is in the North of England that 
all the ballads furnished by Robert Surtees, Esq. 
of Mainsforth, County Durham, to Scott's 
"Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border" were 
pseudo-antiques, actually fabricated by that 
gentleman, and forwarded to Sir Walter as 
genuine, with such attestations as " taken down 
from the recitation of a woman, 80 years of age, 
living on Alston Moor"; "recited by an old 
woman who weeded in his garden"; "written down 
from the recitation of Rose Smith, a woman 
aged upwards of 91, whose husband, father, and 
brothers were killed in the affair of 17 15." The 
ballads and testimony were alike manufactured 
by Surtees. One feels somewhat nonplussed 
how to rightly characterise such deception. 
Lauder, Ireland, and Chatterton were violently 
stigmatised for their forgeries, but then, what 
was detestable conduct on the part of a needy 
adventurer in the republic of letters became 
merely a bit of harmless waggery when done 
by an accomplished country gentleman. Of 
course the fraud remains all the same. Surtees 
is known in literature as the author of four 
portly volumes, folio, " History and Antiquities 
of the County Palatine of Durham,** the first 
of which appeared in 18 16. The Surtees Society, 
named in honour of him, have already pub- 
lished over ICQ volumes illustrative of the north- 
east of England. It may be readily believed 
that Scott and Surtees became friendly at once 
and corresponded regularly. Scott never dreamt 
that any fraud was practised upon him in the 
matter of the ballads, nor did his biographer 
Lockhart ; and it was only after the death of 
Surtees, in February, 1834, that the story leaked 
out, and was made public property. Eraser's 
Majfasifie had an exhaustive article on the 
subject. 

Many years ago I resided for some time in 
the city of Durham, and I was soon informed, 
with a great deal of jubilant cackle, how "Bobby 
Surtees had taken in thy countryman, Scott, with 
a parcel of au*d ballats made oop by himseP." 
I disputed this, and said, if true, it was at the 
expense of Surtee's veracity. I was shown 
Vol. VII. of Moses A. Richardson's "Borderer's 
Table Book," where the forgeries were described, 
and, latei on, I was lent the " Life of Surtees " 
(1852), written by George Taylor, and improved 
by the Rev. James Raine, secretary of the 
Surtees Society, forming Vol. XXIV. of the 
Society's publications. It includes poems and 
correspondence, the forged ballads receiving 
primary consideration as the most successful 



products of his muse. I will specify the forgeries 
briefly : — 

1. Death of Featherstonhaugh. — A 
rough rhyme, the last verse a bit- of brutal 
realism which ought to be castrated. Sir Walter 
actually introduced part of it in the text of 
"Marmion" (1808) as having been sung by a 
harper in Norham Castle. "Haud their jaw" 
is a colliery jargon, and should have awakened 
suspicion, but it did not. He relied on his cor- 
respondent's sincerity. 

2. Lord Ewrie.— Fair imitation of the elder 
ballad. The hero, Sir Ralph Evers, or Ivoors, 
got his gruel at Ancrum Moor, 1546, and is 
buried in Melrose Abbey. 

3. Barthram'.s Dirge.— Very artfully con- 
cocted, moderinizations alternating with ancient 
words. Aytoun injudiciously admitted it into 
his "Ballads of Scotland," 2nd vol., 1858, qualify- 
ing the admission by stating that it was a 
Northumbrian ditty, whereas it was a Durham 
one. A learned Theban on legendary lore dis- 
coursed in the Melbourne Argus on the modern 
tinge of the emendations in this ballad as con- 
trasted with the olden portion, but I do not 
think that he was grateful to me for telling him 
that it was all written by Surtees, and the 
bracketed interpolations simply put in as a 
decoy, and apparently as effective a trap now 
as it was eighty years ago. There are ten verses 
in Surtees' poems, but the two additional ones 
are unimportant. 

4. Sir John le Spring. — Good imitation 
of the elder ballad, contributed to Sir Cuthberi 
Sharp's "Bishopric Garland." Sir Jol.n was 
murdered in the arms of his leman in 1311 
at Hough ton-le-Spring, a village in County 
Durham, memorable for the ministry there of 
Bernard Gilpin, "the Apostle of the North." 

5. Derwentwater's Farewell. — Six 
verses, frequently printed as a veritable product 
of 1715. It is the best of SurtecN ballads. 
Being too late for inclusion in the " Minstrelsy 
of the Scottish Border," it was sent to the Eitrick 
Shepherd for insertion in his "Jacobite Relics." 
In Surtee's correspondence, there is a letter 
from Hogg thanking the English squire for his 
courtesy, and likewise informing him that his 
(Surtees') was the only order received from 
England for his poems. Curious commentary 
that on the boasted liberality of Englishmen. 

6. The Wounded Knight. — This was 
found amongst the papers of Surtees, and pre- 
sumed to be his handiwork, but it was in reality 
written by John Finlay, a college friend of 
Campbell, Grahame, and Prof. Wilson, who 
died early in 18 10. As it is short and not well 
known, I will finish my notes with it : — 
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A knight there came from the field of the slain, 
His steed was drench'd with the falling rain ; 
He rode to the forest to rest his head, 
Till day should dawn on his grassy bed. 

But his wounds bled fast, and his courser fell 
Ere he reached the brook in the forest deJl ; 
His shield hung low, and the moon's wan beam 
Shone sad and soft on the murmuring stream. 

He could not wind his bugle horn, 
And he died at the brook ere early morn. 
Pray for the soul of the knight who fell 
At the mossy brook in the forest dell. 



Melbourne, Australia. 



Alba. 



THE WELLS OF ABERDEEN. 

In the Bodleian Library is preserved the only 
extant copy of a two-leaved Latin-English tract: 
"Tituli Fontium Abredonensium : the Titles of 
Aberdeen's Wells. . . . In the year of Our 
Lord 1707" (no place or printer's name). 

Through the courtesy of Mr. F. Madan, I 
have obtained a transcript of the tract, the 
English portion of which seems to merit a place 
in Scottish Notes and Queries, It will be seen 
that two centuries ago, as now, the supply of 
pure water to the citizens of Aberdeen was a 
problem calling for the attention of the "Fathers 
of the City." 

The writer, John Alexander, appears as a 
Bajan at Marischal College in 1688. How many 
of his eight wells can now be identified ? 

The tract is dedicated : — 

To The Right Honourable 

Mr. lohn Gordon Lord Provost, 

(lohn Ross 
Thomas Strachan 
lames Catanach 
George Cruickshank J 
Mr. John Dowglas Dean of Gild. 
Mr. lames Morison Thesaurer. 

And Remnant Members of the Honourable 
Councill of Aberdeen. 

Right Honourable 
That great Physician Cardan, being brought from 
his native Countrey Italie into | Scotland, to re- 
cover the health of the Arch-Bishop of St. Andrews, 
whom I having cur'd, and being mov'd by the 
great Fame of the City and Universitie of | Aber- 
deen, he gladly visited this Your City, the chief of 
the North of Scotland and | residence of the 
Muses. Where (as the custom of Physicians is) 
having considered the | temperature of the Air, 
the nature of the Soile and waters, he highly com- 
mended I for ordinar use and drinking the neigh- 
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bouring Springs, which to this day from his | 
Name are called Cardans, | 

The which Your Honours, truely Fathers of 
the City, leaning to the authority of | so great a 
Physician, and consulting the good of Your Citizens 
in their Aqueducts imi- | tating the magnificence 
of the Roman Emperours, are at present conveying 
into Your | City. Thus you have [51V] undertaken 
a work truely great, such as no Magistrats Your | 
Predecessors ever dar'd to attempt, and which 
Posterity shall ever praise. | 

May it then please Your Honours to allow Your 
Citizen, tho a Physician of the | lowest degree, to 
approve the great Physician Cardan's opinion of 
Your Wells, by | adorning them with proper Titles 
to You Dedicat, and to add these lines. 

A Doctor did these Fontains healthfull try. 
Them doth a Doctor, with Verse beautify: 
Accept grave Senators these Verse I give, 
Of thankfrill Minde, pledge to you while I live. 

Your Honours most humble Serviteur, 

lohn Alexander. 

The English verses are as under : — 

i. Of the Well in the Marcat Place, 

To the great good of the Citizens and Cities orna- 
ment. Cardans healthfull Streams, with great 
Travell, at last are hither happily conveyed. 

For *twas a work of so great importance 
Cardans healthfull Streams, hither to advance, 
And as these Waters, ever healthfull flow. 
May these Mens Fame, remain and ever grow. 

ii. Of the Well in ike Broad-gate. 

On Neighbouring Well Cardan did praise bestow; 
Hither convey'd may't ever healthfull flow. 

iii. Of the Well at the Colledge, 
From Helicon, a Muse doth here retyre. 
With its pure Streams, which Citizens inspyre. 

iv. Of the Well in the Gallow-gate, 
Cardans healthfull Streams, Aberdeen here enter. 
May they ever run, as heavens around their Center. 

V. Of the Well in the Upper Kirk-gate. 
As blood from heart, by veins doth eVe return. 
From Sea, through Earth so fresh these waters run. 

vi. Of the Well in the Neat her Kirk gate. 
Cardans Well runs here, tho it undermine, 
The Town not hurts, but's usefull at all time. 

vii. Of the Well in the Green. 
Cardans healthful Streams also here do flow. 
On Citizens, great good so to bestow. 

viii. Of the Well at the Shoar, 

The Town now watcrM, Cardans Nymph doth run. 
To Sea, through Earth, to source sweet to return. 
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The tract concludes with the earliest known 
product of the muse of William Meston, then an 
under master in the Grammar School : — 

In Titulos Fontium Abredonensium 
Ogsioastichon 

Hos fontes Medicus quondam laudaverat unus ; 

Has nitidas, Medicus8 [sic] jam canit alter aquas: 
Ille salutiferas, membris languentibus undas 

Comperit, et primus nomina fecit aquis. 
Civibus Hie nostris aptas, morbisque levandis 

Usibus et variis, carmine laudat aquas 
Decurrunt lympha:, Cardani nomine clarae, 

Fons et Alexandri carmine clarus erit. 

Canebafc Gulielmus Meston 
Ex Scholse AbredonansD Praeceptoribus unus, 

Thus English'd, 

One Doctor did ol old, these Fountaius [siV] praise, 
An other now by*8 lines, their worth doth raise. 
The first, them healthfull try'd, first gave their 
name : 

The second hath by verse, first prais'd their stream. 
By great Cardanus name, famous these waters flow; 
By Alexanders verse, their fame shall ever grow. 

P. J. Anderson. 

3«C 

Forfarshire. — In regard to Mr. Reid's 
humorous complaint of my misnaming him and 
misrepresenting his present place of abode, I 
can only humbly apologise for my carelessness. 
Had I taken the trouble to consult my own note- 
books, I need not and ought not to have blun- 
dered as I did. For I find Mr. Reid duly credited 
there to his native town of Arbroath, and I 
have also a satisfactory sketch of his career as 
teacher and author in Edinburgh. Unfortun- 
ately, however, when I was rewriting for Scottish 
Notes and Queries an old lecture on Forfarshire, 
as my memory failed me in regard to the exact 
name of the author whose anthology I wished 
to commend, and as the book in question was 
no longer in my hands, I appealed to a literary 
friend, a valued contributor to this journal, to 
resolve my difficulties. He replied, " The name 
of the author you want is Alan Stewart Bell 
Reid, F.E.I.S." I searched no further, and 
having rashly and wrongly concluded, without 
any evidence, that my Mr. Reid was living in 
Dundee, and not wishing to burden my paper 
with the lengthened patronymic which Mr. Reid, 
like myself, is entitled to wear, I dropped two 
of his names and retained the other two that 
seemed to me most euphonious and pleasing. 
I have explained my error. I do not exculpate 
myself, and 1 present Mr. Reid a thousand 
apologies. W. B. R. W. 

Dollar. 



Forfarshire as a Factor in Scottish 
Life and Thought. — In the interesting intro- 
duction to the above by W. B. R. W., I venture 
to submit that a mistake has been made in 
regard to George Paul Chalmers. There he is 
stated to be "of Arbroath"; but the following 
notice of him will be found in Chambers's "Bio- 
graphical Dictionary"— "The Great of all Times 
and Nations" — edited by David Patrick, LL.D., 
and Francis Hindes Groom e, 1899 : — 

Chalmers, George Paul, R.S.A., was born at 
Montrose in 1833 ; served as errand boy to a 
surgeon, and apprentice to a ship chandler; but 
in 1853 came to Edinburgh, and studied art under 
Scott Lauder. Elected R.S.A. in 1871, he died 
from accidental injuries 20th February, 1878. He 
executed some important portraits. He is re- 
presented in the National Gallery of Scotland by 
" The Legend." See his *• Lives " by J. M. Gray 
(1879) and Pinnington (1896). 

I may add that I was told, some years ago, that 
one of his first productions, done while he was 
serving his apprenticeship as a ship chandler, 
was then in the possession of representatives of 
the ship chandler referred to. 

J. E. Leighton. 

Goodlybum, Perth. 

Stone Coffin found at Leslie. —On . 
Tuesday, November 13, when a man was 
ploughing on Mains of Leslie, the plough struck 
a stone, which proved to be a Correen slab of 
knotted schist, 3 in. thick, covering a stone 
coffin. On removing the lid the coffin was 
found to be 3 ft. 6 in. long, 2 ft. 6 in. wide, and 
I ft. 9 in. deep. The sides and ends were 
formed of slabs set on edge. The bottom was 
paved with small stones, quite black, covered with 
a layer of fine soft clay. In the coffin there was 
a large human skeleton, supposed to be that of 
a man. Ths skull and other bones were in a won- 
derfully good state of preservation, but the legs 
seemed to have been detached from the body at 
the thighs and laid alongside of it. At the left 
side of the head there was an urn measuring 5^ 
in. across at the mouth, 3 in. at the bottom, and 
9 in. deep, but, being imperfecdy burned, it had 
fallen down in fragments. It contained only a 
little mould. It had been ornamented vrith 
markings made, probably with a pointed stick, 
when it was in a soft state. It would be inter- 
esting to know whether the legs had been de- 
tachwi before interment, or if the body had been 
laid in the short grave with the knees bent up, 
and if the legs had afterwards separated from 
the body and had straightened out after decay 
of the flesh and ligaments. 
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ABERDONIANS ABROAD: 
HENRY FARQUHARSON.^ 

(1st S,,IX,, 35, 81, 145, 161; XII., 116; 2nd S., 

In the Supplement to the " Biographic Uni- 
verselle" issued in 1837, vol. lxiii.,p. 550, appears 
the following notice : — 

Farwharson, professeur de math6matiques, 
i s'est illustre en prenant une part active et impor- 

tante aux creations de Pierre-le-Grand. En 1698, 
il professait les math^matiques i I'universit^ d' Aber- 
deen, lorsque le czar vint visiter Londres. Le 
prince, qui avait appris a le connaftre, I'en- 
gagea i son service, et le conduisit k Moscou, ou 
Farwharson fonda en 1701 une hole de marine, la 
premiere que Ton ait connue en Russie. Cette 
ecole fut ensuite subordonn^e k Tacademie de 
marine fondee i Saint- Petersbourg en 17 15. L'in- 
tendance generate de cette academie fut confiee au 
comte Feodor Apraxin. Le baron Saint-Hilaire, 
lieutenant-g^nersU au service de France, en fut 
nomm^ directeur. Farwharson y fut appel^, en 
1716, pour professeur les math^matiques. L'^cole 
de marine qu*il avait fond^ i Moscou y subsista 
jusqu'en 1752, ^poque ou les professeurs et les 
eleves furent transf^r^s k Saint- Petersbourg. Goli- 
kof pense que Farwharson a introduit chez les 
Russes I'usage des chiffres arabes. Cela parait 
d'autant plus probable que, d'apres des actes 
authentiques qui remontent jus^u*a Tan 1715, les 
Russes, dans le calcul, ne s'^taient servis jusqu' 
alors que des caract^res slavons. Depuis 17 16 
Farwharson resta jusqu'a sa mort attache k Tacade- 
mie de marine, en qualite de professeur de math^- 
matiques. En 1737, il fut ^lev^ au rang de briga- 
dier dans Tarm^e russe. II mourut au mois de 
d^embre, 1739. 

Through the courtesy of Mr. William Sharpe 
Wilson (M.A., Abd.), lecturer on English in the 
University of St. Petersburg, I have been enabled 
to identify the subject of this notice with Hary 
Farquharson, who entered Marischal College 
with a Milne bursary in 1691 ("Fasti Acad. 
Marisc," i., 267), and after graduation appears 
to have held for a short time the Liddell mathe- 
matical tutorship in the college. Mr. Wilson 
has favoured me with translations of references 
to Farquharson in Russian books ; — 

Henry Farquharson occupies a distinguished 
place in the history of the foundation of our fleet 
A Briton by birth and a graduate of Aberdeen 
, University, he was taken into the Russian service 
by Peter when he visited England in 1698, and 
received two assistants, graduates of Christ 
Church, Oxford, Stephen Gwyn and Richard Gries. 
He was the first professor of mathematics and 
navigation in Russia, and during forty years the 



chief instructor of our naval men. A man of 
great learning, knowing the Russian, Latin, Eng- 
lish, French, German, and Dutch languages; he 
was a very hard worker, and did yeoman service 
in the organisation of our fleet He wrote many 
books on mathematics and navigation, and trans- 
lated many others into Russian. He also prepared 
a map of the Caspian Sea, etc. , on behalf of the 
Admiralty Court 

The Admiralty Court, in recommending to the 
Empress Anna loannovna Farquharson's promo- 
tion to the rank of brigadier, wrote as follows in 
their Journal, No. 945, on 8th March, 1737 : — 

" For his distinguished services on behalf of the 
Empire, although no petition for promotion in 
rank has been presented by him, he is worthy of 
this reward, inasmuch as the study of mathematics 
was first introduced into Russia by him, and there 
is hardly a single Russian subject in the fleet of 
Her Imperial Majesty, from the highest to the 
lowest, but has been taught navigation by him." 

Farquharson remained at the Moscow School of 
Navigation until 17 16, and from that date until 
his death, which took place in 1739, he was at the 
St Petersburg Naval Academy. His library, 
which consisted of 600 books, chiefly on mathe- 
matics and navigation, in half-a-dozen different 
languages, was principally bought by the Naval 
Academy, and the proceeds of these, together 
with the remaining volumes, was handed to his 
heir, William Alexander, in Scotland, a nephew 
according to some, a cousin according to other 
accounts. 

(Article by A. Skoloff in the ''Morskoj Sbornik,^* 
or ''Naval Magazine" for Dec, 1856.) 

In F. Veceolavo's " History of the Naval 
Cadet Corps'' (St Petersburg, 1852), there is 
pointed out the great difference between Far- 
quharson and many other foreigners in two re- 
spects, firstly, his superior talents, and secondly, 
his modest behaviour. The reward of 
promised him for every pupil completely trained 
m nautical studies seems never to have been 
paid, and the apartment in Moscow assigned at 
first to this distinguished professor appears to 
have been of the most modest kind, consisting 
only of a scantily furnished room, which he 
shared with his two assistants from Oxford 

At the recent University Quatercentenary 
celebrations, Professor Scheviakoff, the spokes- 
man of the Russian delegates, referred in ap- 
preciative terms to the service Aberdeen had 
rendered to Russia through the agency of Far- 
quharson. 

Mr. Kellas Johnstone conjectures from the 
pre-name, Hary or Henry, that Farquharson 
was a cadet of the house of AUargue. ("Studies 
in the History of the University," p. 355.) 

P. J. Anderson. 
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tHE ARMS OF THE CITY OF 
ABERDEEN. 

Heraldry is a feudal institution originating in 
the necessity of a leader of soldiers having some 
means of letting his followers know him when 
cased up in close armour. This was done by 
making marks of different shapes and colours 
upon his shield. As the shield is wider at the 
top than the bottom, it was a custoni to put the 
mark three times on the shield, twice near the 
top and once lower down. A leader who had 
many, men under him had an official who wore 
a short-sleeved coat, like a chemise, above his 
armour ; and this coat had the mark on the 
breast, twice near the shoulders and once lower 
down. Hence, three came to be counted the 
number of perfection in heraldry. 

There is no sign of heraldic markings in the 
Bayeux tapestry, a roll of linen an eighth of a 
mile long, depicting the history of the Norman 
Conquest in 1066 ; none in representations of 
events in the First Crusade (1095); but heraldry 
had come into use before the Second (1146). 
It began in Scotland when the sovereign gave 
land to vassals to be held in return for military 
service, say, in the reign of Alexander I. (1107- 
1124). Aberdeen is by all admitted to have 
been made a burgh by David I. (1124-1153); 
and a burgh was treated as a vassal, and bound 
to furnish men for the national service at the 
summons of the sovereign. A burgh, like any 
landholder, was also bound, if the sovereign so 
commanded, to build and man a castle or tower 
of defence. There need be no doubt that a 
place of this sort had been built at Aberdeen 
very soon after it was made a burgh, though it 
is not recorded in the early history of the town. 
The soldiers had been provided with shields 
and other armour at the expense of the town, 
and the shield belonging to the provost, and 
perhaps every shield, had been marked with a 
device selected by the town council. There 
was no need to invoke the crown to assist in 
the ceremony of determining what was to be the 
armorial mark of Aberdeen. There is no evi- 
dence that the crown interfered in any heraldic 
matter before 1592, though it is on record that 
Robert 1., as judge, settled a dispute in his 
presence regarding arms. So long as the 
vassals agreed among themselves, the crown 
seems to have let them alone. In that year, an 
Act of the Scotch Parliament was passed for 
the registration of all arms or heraldic marks 
then in use. Another, more stringent, was 
passed in 1672, and since then no person can 
acquire any right to a coat of arms not registered 



then but by applying to the sovereign's heraldic 
officer and getting it approved and registered 
by him. Up to 1672, any person could assume 
arms at his own hand if he did not trench on 
the rights of others. 

The arms or mark selected by any vassal was 
also carved on his seal, and hence it is from 
ancient burgh seals that we learn anything; 
about the original arms of Aberdeen. An old 
seal, in use by the burgh of Aberdeen in 1440, is 
figured in Gordon's "Description of both Towns 
of Aberdeen." It shows a tower with a pro- 
jecting walk and a battlement round the top, 
where armed men could stand and defend the 
tower ; and a short tower, also having a walk 
and battlement, rising out of the top of the other. 
This mark had been originally selected by 
Aberdeen because it had a fortified place, and 
was therefore better than some other towns 
which had not a casde. Only one double tower 
is shown on the seal, but on a shield there would 
have been two above and one below. 

In 1673 a Convention Act was passed by 
which all burghs were ordered to register arms. 
Some may have had arms before, some not ; 
but that is of no importance. The Lord Lyon, 
the heraldic officer, would have registered any 
arms old or new presented to him, provided the 
design had been heraldically correct and not 
already registered on behalf of another. The 
Aberdeen shield shows a double line round it, 
ornamented with what are supposed to be lily 
flowers; and this is called the royal tressure, 
because it is the border of the shield of Scot- 
land. It is argued that the royal licence had 
been of necessity given to Aberdeen to use this 
ornamental border. But this is a myth. If the 
Lord Lyon had thought this an encroachment 
on the royal shield, he would not have registered 
it unless Aberdeen had been able to produce a 
licence from the crown. But this tressure seems 
to have been adopted by anyone without re- 
straint. It is seen round the arms of Bishop 
Gavin Dunbar in the south transept of St 
M achat church. 

The arms registered for in 1674 Aberdeen 
are described as being three towers triple- 
towered, within the double tressure, supported 
by two leopards. This is evidently the same as 
before, but out of the second tower rises a third, 
because three is the favourite heraldic number. 
A coloured drawing of the arms may have 
been got at the same time on paying a fee to an 
officer of the Lyon's Court, but it is of no legal 
force. 

It seems that two mistakes were made by the 
painter or draughtsman of the arms of Aber- 
deen, one in malting one of the supporters £ace 
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the shield and one face the observer. On a 
representation to the Lyon, the law was laid 
down that the supporters must both face the 
shield unless it were otherwise expressed in the 
written description. The other mistake is in 
interpreting triple-towered to mean a tower with 
three small turrets on the top. The towers had 
been intended to be an expansion of the former 
double tower. The description of the arms as 
usually shown would be three towers triple- 
turreted. To answer the registered description 
the Aberdeen arms would need to show three 
towers, each composed of three sections and all 
the sections provided with a walk and battle- 
ment. The sections might be all of the same 
diameter, or the second might be less than the 
first, and the third less than the second. 

John Milne, LL.D. 
* 

Laurence Cockburn.— Perhaps it may in- 
terest Mr. Robert Murdoch (whose note on Lord 
Cockburn reviewing Volunteers I read in your 
July number) to learn that Laurence Cockburn, 
a son of that fine old judge, died in Australia 
through misadventure. He had been engaged 
in the squatting business, and resided in Brigh- 
ton, a marine suburb eight miles distant from 
Melbourne. Returning home one afternoon, he 
took the wrong medicine, a liniment used out- 
wardly by his wife, who suffered from rheumatism. 
He died from the effects, and is buried in the 
North Brighton cemetery, with this inscription 
on a stone : — " In Memory of Laurence Cock- 
bum. Bom February 15, 1822. Died Septem- 
ber 2, 1 87 1. Also two sons, Frederick and Guy 
Cockburn." An inquest was held, and it was 
stated there that he was forty-nine years of age, 
and the fourth son of Lord Cockburn of Edin- 
burgh, a Scottish judge. Verdict : " Death from 
the effects of poison taken accidentally and in- 
advertently." I visited the cemetery recently, 
and saw the stone. It is equidistant from the 
tombs of the Australian poet Adam Lindsay 
Gordon (of Aberdeenshire lineage), suicide, 24th 
June, 1870, aged 37, and that erected to the 
Rev. John Legge, M.A., for eleven years pastor 
of the Biighton Congregational Church, died 
30th November, 1878, aged 42. He was one of 
three distinguished brothers, all ministers, and 
sons of Ebenezer Legge, of Huntly, Aberdeen- 
shire, the others being Rev. George Legge, 
LL.D., died at Leicester in January, 1 861, and 
the Rev. James Legge, D.D., the great Chinese 
scholar, professor in Oxford University, died 
29th November, 1897. Alba. 

Melbourne, Australia. 



A Curious Prophecy Fulfilled.— We 
extract the following from the Daily News of 
1868: — "Some credit is due to Scotchmen in 
that the Archbishop of Canterbury having now 
for some weeks been raised to his high place, 
they have not pressed upon our notice the fact 
that he is a Scotchman. Whenever a Scot 
attains to a great position in England, we 
generally are made to know unmistakably that 
he is a Scotchman, and sometimes even it is 
suggested that his success is due to the fact of 
his nationality. That the Primate is a Scotch- 
man has come to be talked and written about in 
connection with a curious ancient prophecy. 
In an epilogue delivered at the Globe Theatre 
in 1601 by Richard Burbage there occurred the 
following sentences : — 

A Scot our King ? The limping state 

That day must need a crutch. 
What next ? In time a Scot will prate 

As Primate of our Church. 
When such shall be, why then you'll sec — 

That day it will be found 
The Saxon, down through London Town, 

Shall burrow under ground. 

Has it not come true ? Dr. Tait is Archbishop 
of Canterbury, and we travel about London 
underground." 

* 

792. Gordon House Academy, Kentish Town, 
London. — Mr. Clench, in his Marylebone to St. 
Pancras'* (p. ^61), refers to 

Mr. Alexander Mensall, who for fifty years kept the Gonlon 
HouBe Academy at Kentish Town, used to walk with his 
pupils once a week to St. Chads to drink the waters as a 
means of keeping the doctor out uf the house. 

Why was his school called Gordon House ? 

J. M. B. 

793. Edith Aitken. —In looking over the **Grcen. 
Room Book " for 1906, I do not see the name of a 
Scottish actress, Miss Edith Aitken, of Glasgow. 
She visited Australia and New Zealand in the sixties 
of last century, and appeared in several plays, es- 
pecially in "Jessie Brown, or The Relief of Luck- 
now," taking the part of the Highland heroine. On 
her benefit night she recited Collins' ** Ode on the 
Passions," wiUi living illustrations by members of 
the theatrical staff. I thought it an intellectual treat 
at the time, and think so still, for sh6 was an excel- 
lent elocutionist, and a great favourite with the 
Scottish contingent here. Is the lady still alive? 
If gone to that undiscovered country," would some 
correspondent kindly give the date of such exodus ? 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 
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79^. David Lyndsay. — In 1822 there was pub- 
lished at Edinburgh a very interesting volume of 
plays, entitled " Dramas of the Ancient World," by 
Lyndsay. He was no common writer, for he dedi- 
cated his book to the spirit of iSscbylus in a strain 
of lofty verse. The dramas are on the Deluge, 
Sardanapalus, Plague of Darkness, Destiny of Cain, 
Rizpah, etc., and in a prefatory note he stated 
that his dramas were written long before those by 
Lord Byron were announced. The book was printed 
in Edinburgh, and published by Blackwood. He 
contributed to BlacRwoo(Ps Magazine a poem on 
the " Death of Isaiah." Who was this writer, who 
adopted a name already occupied in Scottish poesy ? 
Mr. Ralston Inglis in his booklet, "The Dramatic 
Writers of Scotland" (Glasgow, 1868), considers 
that " David Lyndsay " was merely a nom de plume ^ 
but gives no clue to the writer's identity. Perhaps 
it may be in Halkett's "Dictionary of Pseudonymous 
Authors," but I have no access to that work. I 
think "David Lyndsay" was a clergyman, who, 
warned by the adverse fate of John Home and John 
Logan, withheld his real name, and now is probably 
" lapped in oblivion." Alba. 

795. "Coxswain Johnnie." — From forty to fifty 
years ago a song, with the above title, was common 
and popular in Forfarshire. It seems to have fallen 
quite out of sight, possibly v/ith good reason ; but I 
would much like to have the full text of a song that 
tempts and evades my memory most pertinaciously. 
Perhaps some reader may possess it, or may recall it 
from the first verse, which is all I am able to quote: — 

Ye've heard o' Coxswain Johnnie, 

A tailor frae Dundee, 
Gaed a' the wye to Aiberdeen 

To band a Chrls-i-mas spree? 
To hand a Chris-l-mas spree, 

And cut an unco dash, 
WI' seven pounds o' siller, 

A' in ready cash. 

The tailor's further adventures were humorously 
detailed, and the words were sung to a very fine air 
which I recollect perfectly, and can supply to any 
one interested. Alan Reid. 

796. Robert Gordon of Xeres de la Fron- 
tera. — Robert Gordon of Xeres de la Frontera is 
reported in the Scots Magazine for August, 1796 
(Vol. 58, p. 576), to have married Miss Rudyard, 
daughter of Major Rudyard, commanding the En- 
gineers in Scotland. Again, in March 13, 1827, 
Maria del Rosario Gordon, only daughter of the late 
Robert Gordon of Xeres de la Frontera, was married 
at Sheatham Castle to A. Macduff Baxter, Attorney- 
General of New South Wales. {Gentleman^s Maga- 
zine^ Vol. 97, part I, p. 362. ) Who was this Gordon ? 
I find no trace of him in the Wardhouse pedigree. 

J. M. B. 

797. Ramsay of Abbotshall and Waughton. 
— Can anyone help to elucidate the following genea- 
logical problem ? Most authorities give only two 
generations of Sir Andrew Ramsays, whereas it 
would appear that there were really three, viz.: — 



1. Sir Andrew Ramsay of Abbotshall, Kt.; born 
c. 1620, died at Abbotshall, 17th January, 1688. 
Provost of Edinburgh,' who married, 1641, Janet 
Craw, by whom he had a numerous family. He 
appears to have purchased Abbotshall, Fife, from 
the Scotts of Balweery. 

2. Sir Andrew Ramsay of Waughton, Bart., son 
of the above; born 24th December, 1648; died v. p. 
1680. He married (ist) the heiress of Hepburn of 
Waughton, and (2nd), c. 1675, Lady Anne Mont- 
gomery. Was created a baronet 1669, and was 
M.P. for North Berwick 1669-74. 

3. Sir Andrew Ramsay of Abbotshall and Waugh- 
ton, Bart; born c. 1675, probably by the second 
marriage, and died s.p. 1709, when he was succeeded 
in Abbotshall by his (?) nephew, Andrew Ramsay, 
said to be a grandson of the laird of Woodstone in 
Kincardineshire. 

On the death of Sir Andrew (No. 2) in 1680, Sir 
Andrew (No. i) was served tutor to his grandson, Sir 
Andrew No. 3. But when in the same year No. 3 
was served heir to his father of Waugton, it was in 
the lands of Abbotshall, from which it would appear 
that Sir Andrew No. i must have resigned these 
lands to the favour of his son some years previously ? 
Sir Andrew (No. 3) in 1696, presumably when he had 
come of age, was served heir to his grandfather, who 
had died in 1688. What was the exact descent from 
the Balmain stock of the Mr. Andrew Ramsay who 
succeeded to the estates of the last baronet in 1709 ? 
His grandson James claimed the baronetcy of Bal- 
main on the failure of heirs male in 1806, and had 
himself served heir male general to his cousin. Sir 
Gilbert, the first baronet (died 1628), from which it 
would appear that his direct ancestor, Mr. Andrew 
Ramsay of Woodston (1574-1659), minister of Grey- 
friars 16 14, was a brother of the said Sir Gilbert, 
and not of David his father, as given in Playfair's 

Baronetage." H. A. Pitman. 

65 Cambridge Terrace, 
Hyde Park, W. 

798. The Grants of Auchannachy. — John 
Leslie, fourth son of John Leslie, 6th laird of Kinin- 
vie, is stated to have married Helen Grant of Auch- 
annachy. Where is Auchannachy, and what is 
known of the descendants of this marriage ? John 
is, it appears, mentioned in the Deed of Entail of 
of the Kininvie estate of 1730 as " in Torber," pre- 
sumably the " Torbay" of to day, and situate at no 
great distance from the House oif Kininvie. From 
the deed it also appears that John had daughters. 
Perhaps some reader versed in the Kininvie pedigree 
will be good enough to give their names, and any 
other particulars respecting John's family. 

H. D. McW. 

799. Mr. George Caw, Printer, Hawick.— 
Can any of your numerous readers furnish me with 
information regarding this individual, who introduced 
a printing-press into Hawick about 1782 ? There 
were quite a number of books published by him 
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notably " The Poetical Museum " in 1784. This is 
one of the earliest and most interesting of the 
Hawick -printed books bearing his imprint, and which 
contained many of the Border ballads afterwards 
included by Sir Walter Scott in his '* Minstrelsy of 
the Scottish Border," published in 1802-3. The 
historians of Hawick are strangely silent regarding 
him. James Wilson, in his ** Annals of Hawick," 
merely mentions that "in this [1782], or the pre- 
ceding year, a printing-press was introduced by Mr. 
George Caw. One of its earliest productions was 

* The Poetical Museum,' containing, amongst others, 

• Eskdale,* a poem by the late Thomas Telford, 
engineer, published in 1784. This was followed, in 
1786, by Dr. Charters of Wilton's 'Sermons.* " A 
friend has drawn my attention to the fact that 
George Caw, printer, Edinburgh, appears in list of 
subscribers' names to " Sermons on Various Im- 
portant Subjects," Vol. II., by the Rev. John Young 
(of Hawick), printed in Edinburgh in 1780. If this 
was the same printer, it would appear that he had 
established a press in Edinburgh previous to the one 
in Hawick, and both carried on simultaneously — the 
former, I believe, till 1822. I shall feel grateful for 
any information that will throw light on his history, 
particularly the period dealing with his connection 
with Hawick. 

Hassendean, James Sinton. 

Eastfield, Joppa. 

800.— Prince Charlie's Persian Horse. — I 
am in possession of an old copper engraving en- 
titled ** The Marbled Persian belonging to the Cheva- 
lier's Eldest Son." Roughly, the picture represents 
a white horse with marks on shoulders and haunches, 
the horse being held by the reins by a Persian, and 
in the background a gentleman in Persian dress. 
The imprint bears : •* Newcastle : Printed and Sold 
by Joseph Barber. According to Act of Parliament." 
Can any reader give information about this particular 
horse ? I have no recollection of ever seeing any 
mention of a Persian horse belonging to Prince 
Charlie, whom I take to be the Chevalier's eldest 
son. The horse might, however, have belonged to 
the eldest son of some other Chevalier. 

New York. W. M. M. 

* 

Hitswers. 

319. Gordon, Garmouth (2nd S., V., 13, 46, 
50). — The following outline pedigree is compiled 
from various sources, including a genealogical tree 
drawn up by Major -General Alexander H. A. Gordon 
(who died in 1893), and now in the possession oi 
Mr. John Allan, Birch Cottage, Elgin. William 
Gordon of Arradoul, second son of Alexander Gordon 
of Buckie, had a natural son, William Gordon, in 
Lunan ("House of Gordon," i., 64). William 
Gordon in Lunan, in the parish of Speymouth, died 
before May, 1671 (♦• Brodie Diaries," p. 313). He 



married Marjorie Dunbar, who survived him, and 
had at least three sons, Alexander, James, and 
Robert. 

I. Alexander Gordon, merchant in Garmouth, and 
also called " Briggs," ** of Briggs," or Bridges," 
died before June 15, 1689. He married Agnes 
Dunbar, who survived him, and had at least the fol- 
lowing children (the order is not chronological) : — 

1. Alexander, merchant in Garmouth and Elgin, 
also called " Briggs," or "of Briggs." 

2. William, merchant in Edinburgh, who died 
before November 8, 17 10, leaving a widow, 
Elizabeth Horsburgh. 

3. Thomas, watchmaker, Edinburgh, who died 
in 1743. 

4. Patrick, watchmaker, Edinburgh, who died 

in 1749. 

5. George. 

6. Robert. 

7. Archibald. 

8. Anna, who married (as his second wife) Rev. 
George Cumming, minister of Essill. 

9. Margaret, who married William Geddes,. 
merchant in Elgin. 

II. James Gordon got a wadset over Lunan in 1676, 
and died in 1684, unmarried. 

III. Robert Gordon, born February 11, 1655, mer- 
chant in Garmouth, succeeded his brother James 
in the wadset over Lunan in 1684. The wadset 
was redeemed in 17 10, and thereafter Robert 
Gordon was tenant of Lunan. He married (i) on 
October 7, 1679, Christian, daughter of William 
Winchester in Kinnedor, and by her had William, 
Christian, and Janet ; and (2) on February 3, 1687, 
Barbara, daughter of Alexander Gordon in Kinn- 
edor, and sister of Alexander Gordon of Dykeside 
in Birnie. By Barbara Gordon he had at least 
two daughters— Jean, who married, June 4, 1739, 
Francis Lafleche, merchant in Aberdeen ; and 
Ehzabeth, who married, November 21, 1723, 
William Harrald in Dallas) and had a daughter, 
Annie, who married (as his second wife) Alexander 
Forsyth, merchant in Elgin, and had two sons, 
Joseph Forsyth, M.A., King's College, Aberdeen, 
1779, author of "Travels in Italy;" and Isaac 
Forsyth, Bookseller, Elgin— and at least two sons, 
Alexander and James. 

1. Alexander, born November 17, 1687, W.S., 
acquired Cairnfield and Arradoul, Banffshire, 
and became ancestor of the present Gordons 
of Cairnfield. 

2. James, merchant in Garmouth, married, July 
9, 1728, Margaret, daughter of John Cruick- 
shank, Auchmadies, Boharm, chamberlain to 
the Laird of Grant He died, November 8, 
1765, aged 69, and his widow died, September 
26, 1793, aged 85. They had eight sons and 
three daughters. Of the daughters, Helen 
died unmarried ; Anne married James Allan, 
Garmouth, and (with other children) had a 
daughter, Helen, who married Rev. James 
Gillan, minister of Speymouth, and had issue ; 
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and Clementina married Rev. John Falconer, 
minister of Stromness, and had issue. Six of the 
sons died without issue, including the eldest, 
Thomas, watchmaker in New York. Peter 
married and had issue. William, the youngest 
son, born February i, 1752, M.A., King's 
College, Aberdeen, 177 1, ordained to be 
missionary at Enzie, 1776, and translated to 
the parish of Elgin, 1784, died at Elgin, 
September 19, 1837. He married, August 8, 
1793, Catherine, daughter of James Brodie 
of Muiresk, and by her (who died, October 24, 
1840) he had six sons and five daughters. All 
the daughters died unmarried except Anne, 
who married Rev. John Allan, minister of Peter- 
culter, and had a son, John, M.A., Birch 
Cottage, Elgin. All the sons died unmarried 
except Alexander, who was Sheriff- Substitute 
of Sutherland, and died at Toronto, March 
14, 1870, and who married Augusta Wallis, 
and had four sons and four daughters. Of 
the Sherriff- Substitute's sons, Major-General 
Alexander Herman Adam Gordon died on 
February 16, 1893, leaving issue. 
Boharm. S. R. 

347. English County Anthology (2ndS.,V., 
62, 79, 94, no, 124, 142; VI., 12, 30; Vn., 79, 
174). — The Publishers* Circular of July 28, this year, 
makes the following announcement : — " Mr. William 
Andrews, of the Royal Institution in Hull, is writing 
for early publication a volume on the * Poets and 
Poetry of Lincolnshire.* It will include notes and 
examples of the poetry of the Wesleys, the Tenny- 
sons, Jean Ingelow, Thomas Miller, Thomas Cooper, 
January Searle, and many more authors, living and 
dead, who have enriched the literature of the country 
with poetical contributions. Mr. Andrews is favour- 
ably known as the author of * Modern Yorkshire 
Poets,* * North Country Poets,' and * Modern Merry 
Men.*" Robert Murdoch. 

684. Mr. D. McGregor Peter (2nd S., VII., 
102, 127, 157).— I regret my inability to give **Alba'* 
the exact date of ** Dancie Peter's" death, but he 
(and others) may be interested in these particulars 
regarding him. In my younger days Mr. Peter was 
a well-known personage in the Forfar, Kirriemuir, 
and Tannadice districts, and I remember well the 
long grey beard, the faded surtout, and the green 
fiddle bag of the dancing master. He was credited, 
rather erroneously, with poetic ability. The ballad 
of '*The Rose-a-Lyndsaye" somehow came to be 
attributed to him, mainly, as is clearly presumable, 
through varied genealogical studies in which the 
Lindsay family was prominent. As every student 
knows, *' The Rose-a-Lyndsayc*' was the work of 
that Aberdeen genius, William Forsyth, and was 
written almost impromptu, to show how easily the 
style and feeling of the Old Ballad might be repro- 
duced. It is printed in his ** Idylls and Lyrics," 
1872 — see *' Bards of Angus and the Mearns" 
(p. 605). D. McGregor Peter's magnum opus was 



a Baronage of Angus and the Mearns," which gave 
so much offence, or was so crudely candid to the 
families concerned, that it was " suppressed," and 
now ranks as a scarce and dear book. 

Alan Reid. 

719. The Name Bodie (2nd S., VII., 156).— 
The undernoted will doubtless be of interest to the 
present-day descendants. The list is extracted from 
the Poll Book of 1696, and contains the references 
which should prove useful : — 

Volume I. 

Parish of Pbtbrhbad. Whtthill. 

551. James Boddie and WlIIiAm Donald, herds, non of 
them of sixteen years of age, they get (if fee 
£2 138. 4d., the fortieth pairt is Is. 4d., and 6a. of 
general! poll is 78 4d. 

551. James Bodie, shoemaker, for his trade 6s., of generall 
poll 68 128. 

TORTKRSTOUNR. 

554. Alexander Watt, tennent ther, his proportione of 

▼alaed rent is £1 28., of generall poll is oa. 

£1 8a. Oil. 

Helen Bodie, his spouse, her generall poll is 6s 

555. William Boddie, grassman, and his wife (no children 

poleable) iZs. 

Town or Pbterhrad. dkns. 

568. Margrat Bodie, ther 6e. 

570. George Clark, taller, for himself and trade. And for 
his wife, Isobell Bodie (nu children pollable, nor 



servants) 6a. 

LoMasiDB. Enrrquhomrrt. 

592. Katherin Body, grasswoman, generall poll . 6b. 

Parish of Drrr. Achmachrr. 

611. John Boddie, grassman, and his wife . . 12b. 

Bank Brhitoh. 

628. Gilbert Bodie, gairdner, and his wife . . IBs. 

Helen Bodie, his sister 6b. 

MILNR OF SKRLMVRB AND CORTHICRAN. 

633. Patrick Bodie, fee and poll 12b. 

Volume II. 

Parish of Frasbrburoh. 
92. Gilbert Boildie, in Fingask, for Bessie dimming hia 

wife 6a 

Parish of Crudrn. Ashallo. 
123. John Rob, tennent ther, of free stock of 500 merka 

£2 16a. Od. 

Jean Boddie, his spouse 6s. 

Parish of Fovbrane. 

151. James Bodie, tennent ther, is .... 3a. 

KIRKHILL. 



157. William Bodie, tradesman, and his wife, poll is IBs. 

Maynes of Fovbrane. 
159. James Bodie, tennent ther, his proportione of the 
valuatione, with the generall poll is . . Sis. 
Item, his wife, her poll is 6a. 

North Cultrr Cullbn. 
162. George Bodie, servant, his fee is £8 per annnm, the 
fortieth pairt whereof and generall poll ia . lOfe. 
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Matks 07 Knock HALL. 
161 Alexander Bodie, la Mayna oC Koockhall U Ss. 

FORNETn. 

167. James Bodie, servant, fee £25 per annum, poll 14s. 8d. 

Parish ow Tarves. Craioie op Shrithin. 
189. Christian Boddy, cottar 6s. 

Meiklb Ythsie. 
197. Agues Boddy, for fee and generall poll . 10s. 6il 

Parish of Ellon. 
243. Beatrix Body, spouse to John Chrystie. 63. 
255. Thomas Couper, t«ylor, and Barbara Body . . 18s. 

Parlsh op Drum bl ATS. Kirktounk. 
268. Christian Bodie, fee Is 9 nierks, fortieth part and 
generall poll is 98. 

Parish of Old Machar. 
502. John Bodie (tennent in Balgounie) . 8s. 4d. 

James Bodie. tennent (in Balgounie in Murcar), and 
Elizabeth watt, his spouse (no children, no servants) 

12s. 

564. John Bodie, shoemaker, and his wife (no chyld, etc.), 
of poll 18e. 

Mr. John Stuart, in his prefatory notice to the Poll 
Book, remarks that in some districts of the county 
with which he is more immediately acquainted, 
the sameness occurring now in the names of per- 
sons, in the same districts, contained in the record 
of 1696, is very striking. In regard to one parish, 
where a pretty full list of the inhabitants has en- 
titled him to make a like comparison at a period 
nearly sixty years previous to the date of the Poll 
Book, the similarity of names is equally remarkable. 
Many of our yeomen have continued in the localities, 
which have been the home of their forefathers, for 
centuries, and nothing but the destruction of our 
ecclesiastical records prevents this class of our popu- 
lation from tracing their extraction back to a very 
considerable antiquity. It is needless to remark," 
says Mr. Stuart, **how much of the national charac- 
ter may be traced to the hereditary attachment of 
the most important part of our population to particu- 
lar localities. . . As the Poll Book was more 
especially a book of reference, considerable care was 
taken in the preparation of the indices of places and 
names, keeping in view their genealogical and etymo- 
logical importance." (VoU I., xiii.-xiv.) 

Robert Murdoch. 

769. Henry Shanks (2nd S., VIII., 79).— I 
regret that S " should have made the mistake of 
stating that my old friend •* is no longer alive." He 
is very much so, as the Editor will allow when he 
reads a post card received by me from him this very 
week. 1 hope to see Harry soon, and to have a 
laugh with him over his premature departure, 

Alan Reid. 

782. Byron and the Plain of Marathon (2nd 
S., VIII., 77).— Byron was in Greece towards the 
close of the year 1809, reaching Athens on Christ- 
mas day. He remained about three months in the 



city, and visited various places of interest in the 
neighbourhood, among them the Plain of ^^arathon. 
Sometime about the beginning of 1810, the Plain 
was offered him for a nominal sum. Professor 
Nichol (Byron, " English Men of Letters " series, 
p. 61) observes that <*the Plain (of Marathon) is 
said to have been placed at his disposal for about 
the same sum that thirty years later an American 
volunteered to g^ve for the bark with his name on 
the tree at Newstead." S. 

783. Sir James Horn Burnett's Challenge 
Bugle (2nd S., VIII., 77). — This query seems self- 
explanatory. Sir James Horn Burnett, who died in 
1876, presented a " challenge bugle " to the Kincar- 
dineshire Rifle Volunteers in 1864. In course of 
time, I understand, the Kincardineshire battalion 
was amalgamated with the 5th (Deeside Highland) 
V.B. Gordon Highlanders, whose headquarters are 
at Banchory. Naturally, the bugle followed the 
fortunes of the battalion to which it belonged, and 
is now preserved in Aberdeenshire. For the con- 
ditions on which the bugle was originally given, one 
would need to consult &e files of some newspaper 
(perhaps an Aberdeen newspaper) circulating in 
Kincardineshire in 1864. W. 

784. Rhyme on Snuff (2nd S., VIH., 77). — 
I have often heard a Forfar rhyme which has a close 
affinity to the lines quoted by Robert Murdoch. It 
was attributed, locally, to Doctor" Edwards, a 
chemist who was a great snuffer, and who said in 
praise of snuff : — 

It clears the eyes, it cleans the nose. 

And mak's the brains to knack ; 
Noo, isna that a fine thing 

For ony man to tak' ? 

I do not recollect having seen these lines in print, 
and those quoted by R. M. are also fresh to me. 

Alan Reid. 

Mr. Robert Murdoch has done well to print this 
rhyme which, however small its literary merit, is 
worth being remembered. I heard it, or something 
very like it, many years ago, but never before read 
it in print. It was repeated in my hearing, along 
with a rhyme on tobacco similar, I think, to that 
given in Chambers's ** Popular Rhymes." Rhymes 
on snuff appear to be rather uncommon. Does Mr. 
Murdoch know any more ? Senex. 

786. " Rosy- fingered Morn" (2nd S., VIII., 
77).— The glee, •* Hail, Smiling Morn," was one of 
six, first issued in 1799. Like Mr. Alan Reid, I 
have failed to discover the author of the words, and 
do not find them mentioned in several dictionaries 
of quotations to which I have referred. Readers 
will observe that the ideas conveyed in the four lines 
quoted, as well as the words themselves, while 
essentially poetical, are at the same time extremely 
common in the works of some of our earlier poets. 
Such expressions as smiling morn," " tips the hills 
with gold," "rosy fingers," **ope the gates of day," 
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"gay face of Nature," "darkness flies away," occur 
repeatedly in cognate forms, sometimes in the very 
words of the glee, in the pages of Shakespeare and 
Milton. This leads to the conclusion that the lines 
quoted are rather a clever bit of literary craftsman- 
ship than a poem independently inspired. May one 
not suggest, therefore, that Reginald Spofforth 
(i768-i§27), the composer of the music, was also 
responsible for the words of the glee ? 

W. S. 

787. A " Scots Review" op 1774 (2nd S.,VIII., 
78).— That the publication referred to was a jVw 
d^esprit and not a periodical is established by 
Lowndes, who has an entry to the following effect: — 
"A specimen of the Scots Review, Edinburgh, 1774, 
i2mo. A clever y«< d' esprit consisting of 30 pages, 
without printer or publisher's name." W, S. 

788. The Murder of Two Sons of Gordon of 
Ellon (2nd S., VIII.. 53, 78).— -The note was taken 
mainly from N. 6* Q., January 7, i860, and partly 
from the Register of the Privy Council of Scotland. 
For Edinburgh Courant read ScoVs Courant, 

J. M. 

789. " Esconse" (2nd S., VIII., 78).— The word 
"esconse" is not given in Jamieson*s abridged 
** Scottish Dictionary," though not uncommon in 
the vernacular speech of Scotland. It is merely, 
however, a corrupt form of the English word ** en- 
sconse." W. 



A.M." is in error in spelling the word he quotes 
as he has done. It ou^nt to be "ensconce." So 
spelt it is a good English word, found in Shak- 
speare, in Butler's " Hudibras," Sir Walter Scott, 
Washington Irving, Bulwer Lytton, Miss Mulock. 
and many other authors. Dr. Murray, in his New 
English Dictionary," gives an explanation of its etymo- 
logy. He says it is derived from the prefix "en," which, 
when placed before a substantive, has the general 
sense "to put (something) into or on" what the 
latter member indicates. Placed, therefore, before 
the substantive "sconce," which means a small 
fortification or earthwork, it comes to mean, among 
other senses which I shall not enumerate, " to 
establish in a place or position for the purpose of 
security, comfort, snugness," etc. For example, 
Dickens has the phrase, * ' Esconcing themselves in 
the warm chimney-corner." I have little doubt if 
" H. M." looks up either the " Imperial" or "The 
Twentieth Century" Dictionaries, he will find the 
word " ensconce." " Esconse " must be a misprint 
Dollar. W. B. R. W. 

790. Brompton Oratory Design (2nd S.,VIII., 
78). — Without presuming to grapple with this query, 
I would like to ask if "Mr. Andrew J. Gordon, 
architect," is identical with " R. J. 6ordon, 41 
Grafton Street, Fitzroy Square," an artist who ex- 
hibited one picture-subject in the Royal Academy in 



1887. For at least three years previously he had 
pictures hung in the same place. My impression is 
that the names do not indicate the same person, but 
the coincidence of name and time of exhibition is 
somewhat peculiar. Might not a Royal Academy 
Exhibition Catalogue for 1887 give the name of the 
Roman Catholic church designed by Mr. Gordon ? 

W. 

791. Fettbrangus (2nd S.,VIII., 78).— I incline 
to believe that James Ferguson of Pitfour, an emi- 
nent lawyer and Lord of Session, was the purchaser 
of Fetterangus esUte in 1757. He was the father 
of James Ferguson of Pitfour, who for many years 
represented Aberdeenshire in Parliament. 

W. 

♦ 
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RATS AND GRAPES. 
Dr. Milne's note in your July number on foxes 
eating berries interested me somewhat, for it 
put me in mind of the early fabulists, iCsop, 
Phaedrus, and Pilpay, with the versified 
transcripts of Gay and La Fontaine in our old 
school books. Whether foxes actually eat 
grapes when they have a chance of doing so 
is more than I can affirm, but I can assure Dr. 
Milne that here, in Australia, rats eat grapes 
with avidity, for I have disturbed them when 
" on the job." I had an old vine in my garden 
at Hotham (now called North Melbourne), on 
which I had annually large bunches of sweet- 
water grapes, some about a foot in length, and 
only depending a short distance from the ground. 
I had observ«i in the morning some shredded 
bits of green stuff lying about, and imagined 
that the damage was done by birds, which are 



a great cross to the Australian fruit-grower. 
However, one moonlight night I went out to see 
if the back-gate was properly fastened, and when 
I passed the vine there was a great rustle : fully 
a dozen rats jumped down from the branches 
and scampered oft The mystery was explained : 
the light green shreds were the skins of the 
berries which they rejected. The lower branches 
were all nibbled. I set an old iron-toothed trap 
near the place, and caught several rats ; but one 
morning I could not see the trap, it having been 
dragged down a hole. There was a stout cord 
attached to it, and when I pulled at it something 
resisted, but eventually I wrenched it up, with 
the leg of a rat torn from its body attached to it. 
This bleeding and shrieking wretch coming 
amongst the rat community under my house 
must have effectually scared them, for they all 
evacuated the premises, and I was no longer 
bothered with them. I was apprehensive that 
the dismembered rodent would die under the 
house, necessitating the raising of the flooring- 
boards to remove it, as such contingencies 
frequently happen in rat-infested dwellings, 
but it did not, for, some months afterwards, in 
cleaning out a broken ventilator near the ground, 
I discovered the mummified carcase of a three- 
legged rat, evidently the victim of the iron- 
jawed decoy. I left it in its own place of 
sepulture, as an object lesson for enterprising 
rodents in quest of new quarters. They never 
came back. 

Melbourne, Australia* AX.BA. 



Father Archangel.-— Mr. Voynich, of 
Shaftesbury Avenue, whose second-hand cata- 
logues are so admirably done, is offering for 15s. 
Rmuccini's *'I1 Cappuccino Scozzese," second 
edition, published in Rome in 1645. He points 
out that the British Museum Catalogue has a 
note with regard to the Bologna edition, stating 
that the book " purports to be a life of George 
Leslie.'* The Museum itself has not a copy of 
this Rome edition, and Mr. Voynich says it is 
not mentioned in Haym, Brunet, Deschamps, 
Ebert, or Graesse. The first edition appeared 
in 1644. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF ABERDEEN 
PERIODICALS. 

(Continued from 2nd S., VIII., p. 8.) 



1830. The Aberdeen Independent, (ist S., I., 2i ; 
2nd S., III., 55 ; VI., 75). I have at last examined, 
through the good offices of Mr. P. J. Anderson, 
King's College, No. XI., June, 183 1. It bears the 
imprint: ** Edwards & Co., Printers, 21 Back Wynd, 
Aberdeen'*— no publisher's name attached. 

The above issue contains a special review of The 
Aberdeen Magazine, which the reviewer main- 
tains as the most respectable publication of its kind 
that ever appeared in Aberdeen — " saving and ex- 
cepting the one with which we have the honour to 
be connected." As to this last, he says its existence 
is altogether a miracle, considering that it traversed 
for several months the hazardous ocean of author- 
ship without a helmsman to direct its course, or, 
to drop the figure, became a receptacle for all the 
maukish trash which the brainless scribbler chose to 
pour into its pages. . . Continuing, he sajrs: — 

The present Aberdeen Magazine displays a degree 
of scholarship, an acquaintance with ancient and 
modern literature, an extent of information, and a 
talent for composition highly creditable to its con- 
ductors." 

An article, bearing the title Reminiscences of an 
Unfortunate Literary Character," oq p. 341 of the 
Independent t proclaims **To be continued," and 
from this we infer that the publisher had sufficient 
material ready for insertion in future issues. In 
addition to this, the issue contained long-winded 
epistles on Reform Bills, Toryism, and kindred topics, 
as also on "Temperance Societies," whose motto, 
culled from Shakespeare, 

O, reason not the need, our barest beggars 
Are in the poorest things superflaoiis ; 
Allow not nature more than nature needs ; 
Plan's life is cheap as beasts'— 

was used as a headpiece. 

Under the heading addressed to correspondents, 
the following advice appeared :— 

We beg our correspondents to study condensa- 
tion as much as possible, and not to tire our patience, 
or that of our readers, with such long epistles as we 
not infrequently receive. It were well, too, if they 
would leave space between the lines for such inter- 
lineations as may be necessary." 

The publishers also gave forth the notice that, the 
causes which prevented the Independent from appear- 
ing at its appointed time for some months past being 
entirely removed, "our readers may rest assured 
that it will in future be regularly published on the 
first day of every month, provided always that the 
first day of that month do not happen to be Sun- 
day." They also announced that, as No. 12, for 
July, which completes the first volume, " is still due, 
it will be immediately put to press, and published 
with all possible expedition." 



Furthermore, the publishers intended to commence 
a new series of the Independent with No. 13, the 
first of Vol. II., and that a variety of improvements 
suggested by experience were to be admitted, which 
they (the publishers) confidently hoped would extend 
its claims to public patronage. Also, the services 
of the original editor were to be engaged for the 
new series, and no exertion on their part would be 
wanting to render the Independent worthy of the 
cause it designed to support. 

It is rather unique that the first issue, August, 
1830, pp. 31-32, contains an extract from the Spec- 
tator on the case Lord Forbes, etc., v. Leys, Masson 
and Co. , tried in the Court of Session at Edinburgh 
that year, and that on 22nd May, 1906, a similar 
case was cited in the Evening Express. 

The resurrectionist times of 1830 are also treated 
in an article on '*A New Plan to Protect the Grave 
from Violation." 

183 1. The Aberdeen New Independent, or. Liter- 
ary and Political Repository, No. i. Vol. I., Octo- 
ber, 1831. Size, demy 8vo, 30 pp., double-columned. 
No price indicated, but probably 6d. The last page 
has : Published on the first day of every month by 
Edwards & Co., 21 Back Wynd; Edwards & Co., 
Printers." 

The writer is of the opinion that the aim of the 
above periodical, which is unquestionably the suc- 
cessor of the Independent already noted, was to help 
the cause of political and municipal progress in 
Aberdeen in many wa^. The contents of the first 
part embrace: ''Reviews of Current Literature"; 
"Acrimonious Discussions on Local Events *' (these 
find a prominent place in the issue which lies before 
me); the concluding part of an article which ap- 
peared serially in the former Independent, entitled : 

Reminiscences of an Unfortunate Literary Charac- 
ter"; Noctes Mollisionianie," an imaginary con- 
versation by James and John, who air their opinions 
bearing on the affairs connected with the Town 
Council, Commissioners of Police, Guildry, Trades, 
etc. ; letters by discontented writers on " Excessive 
Labour," also " Scottish Poor Law." 

There were evidently further issues than the one 
shown me by Mr. P. J. Anderson, for, at the end of 
a review of Professor Pillan's work on the '* Intellec- 
tual System of Education," the announcement, 

To be concluded in our next," will be seen. 

The following pithy retorts addressed **To Corres- 
pondents " are reproduced herewith, as showing that 
the editor was an individual possessed of humour. 
He remarks:— 

"*The Groans from the Tomb,' from the new 
erection in the Town's Church Yard, commonly 
called < Peter Carr's Bone Mill Chimney,' came too 
late for insertion." Also, ** * Simon Pones' Method of 
Remedying the Bad Effects of the Impure Matter,* 
will be inscribed in our next." And that " * Timothy 
Turst's Remarks' are very correct, but a press of 
matter prevents us from inserting them." 

I should much like to handle the later issues if 
at all possible. 
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igoi. The Sangley Monthly. No. i, June, igoi. 
8 pp., small 4to, 5 x 3}. Annual subscription, 4s. 
Imprint, on p. 2: "[James] Blair, Printer, 11 St. 
Nicholas Street, Aberdeen." 

The career of this monthly was one of short 
duration. It succumbed at issue No. 15, August, 
1902. The youthful editor of this unique j uvenile pro- 
duction, who read articles in different magazines and 
then told them in his own words in his production, 
was a lad, Henry James Watt, no George Street, 
Aberdeen, and was produced by him whilst a scholar 
attending the Aberdeen Grammar School. The 
same gentleman, writing me from *^Alford," 4 
Bromley Road, Catford, London, S.E., on the nth 
April, 1906, states that he can hardly explain why he 
commenced the above monthly except it were for a 
pastime; but when he told me the name of his 
former home at Catford was Sangley Lodge, readers 
will readily understand how the name was acquired. 
It circulated amongst the editor's friends, and as 
there were only from fifty to a hundred printed of 
each issue, the printing charge was accordingly high. 
No complete file copy exists. 



1902. The Rose and Heart (2nd S., VL, 42.) 
The following is an extract from The Fraserburgh 
Herald and Northern Counties Advertiser, 28th 
November, 1905 : — Mr. A. G. Stuart died on Sun- 
day morning, 25th inst., aged 65. In early life he 
regularly went to the Greenland whale fishing, and 
he has been in turn a baker, barber, printer, pub- 
lisher, librarian, and travelling showman." The 
above magazine was the product of his fertile brain. 

1905. La Norda Stelo, Organo de la Aberdina 
Esperantism Klubo. Size, small 4to. Price 3d. 
Published irregularly. Its illustrated cover, which 
depicts the Aberdeen Townhouse tower on its face, 
and a globe of the world on the back, was the work 
of Thomson & Duncan, lithographers, 26 Union 
Row, Aberdeen. Numero i, Marto, 1905, 13 pages ; 
Numero 2, Majo, 1905, 15 pages, was produced by 
the typewriter, and done on one side of the paper 
only. 

The central idea for publishing the above periodical 
was to further and spread the universal language 
known as Esperanto throughout the world; to ex- 
tend its use by studv and practice ; also to encourage 
the young to attend classes inaugurated for its study. 

The secretary of the Esperanto Club, whose name 
appears on each issue, was D[onald8on] S[impson] 
Rose, M.A., advocate, 259 Union Street, Aberdeen. 
Its fbremost exponent was Mr. A. Christen, late of 
134 King's Gate, Aberdeen. He greatly interested 
himself on its behalf, and besides giving public 
lectures in its favour, conducted classes for its 
teaching. 

Robert Murdoch. 

Aberdeen. 



Forfarshire as a Factor in Scotiish 
Life and Thought.— Is "W. B. R. W." not in 
error in including among Forfarshire distin- 
guished naval men the name of Sir George 
Carnegie, sixth Earl of Southesk? I rather 
think that he must refer to George Carnegie, 
sixth Earl of Northesk, who was bom on 2nd 
August, 17 16. Joining the Navy, he obtained 
his commission in his twenty-third year, and 
was appointed to the command of the "Preston" 
on 8th September, 1742. He saw much active 
service, but, in consequence of his health being 
seriously affected, he obtained permission to 
resign his command and return to Britain. 
Although retired from active service, he was 
gradually promoted, until he reached the rank 
of Admiral of the White on 29th January, 1778. 
He died on 27th January, 1792, and was suc- 
ceeded by his third son, George, seventh Earl, 
who was born on loth April, 1758. He also 
joined the Navy, and obtamed his commission, 
and when only nineteen years of age was ap- 
pointed to the command of the ^* Apollo." He 
was one of the officers of the " Royal George " 
when she took part in the relief of Gibraltar ; 
and, after service in the West Indies, he was 
raised to the rank of Post Captain on 7th April, 
1782. He commanded the " Monmouth ** in the 
North Sea Fleet in 1796, and was promoted to 
the rank of Rear Admiral of the White in 1804. 
He was third in command at Trafalgar — in the 
''Britannia"; and, passing through the ranks 
of Vice-Admiral and Admiral, he attained that 
of Rear Admiral of Great Britain. He was 
also appointed Commander-in-Chief of the 
British Navy at Plymouth, which he held until 
1830. He died on 28th May, 1831, and was 
buried in St. Paul's Cathedral, where a tablet 
was erected to his memory, adjacent to Lord 
Nelson's monument. 

Goodlybum, Perth. J. E. Lbighton. 



Forfarshire as a Factor in Scottish 
Life and Thought.— Alas ! that I should 
again have to cry "Peccavt," and for a precisely 
similar reason, to wit, sheer carelessness, and 
trusting to a memory which, though fairly good, 
is sometimes treacherous. I thank Mr. Leigh- 
ton for putting me right as to the birthplace of 
the artist George Paul Chalmers. My - own 
notebooks are, oif course, quite correct, and con- 
demn me for neglecting to examine them before 
making the statement, which Mr. Leighton so 
justly describes as a mistake." I meekly and 
even gratefully accept his gentle correction, 
while 1 murmur humbly and penitently, Mea 
culpa/ Afea culpa n W. B, R. W, 
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"A HAPPY ENGLISH CHILD." 

Dr. Douglas Hyde, a well-known Irish 
author, complained recently that the school 
lessons prepared by Archbishop Whately for 
Irish seminaries were saturated with Anglican- 
isms, ironically observing that the prelate saw 
no incongruity in hearing young Irelanders 
singing this ditty : — 

I thank the goodness and the grace 
Which on my birth have smiled, 

And made me in these Christian days 
A happy English child ! 

Of course not : Englishmen are proverbially 
blind in matters of that sort, and rouse antagon- 
ism by their stupidity and want of tact. What 
was good enough for English bairns ought, 
inferentially, to be good enough also for Zulu, 
Hindu, Maori, or other heathen urchins, because 
it keeps the superiority of the dominant race 
well in front, but otherwise it is simply folly to 
foist this bit of Anglican brag upon an alien race. 
An easy solution of Dr. Hyde's difficulty would 
have been to substitute " Irish" for English, but 
whether they adopted it I cannot say. I suppose 
"a happy Irish child under English misrule 
would be a rarity. Well, reading Dr. Hyde's 
complaint forcibly reminded me of my boyish 
days at Dr. A. BelPs school in Frederick Street, 
Aberdeen. I can remember the incident as if 
it had only occurred yesterday. A new dominie 
had come to govern and instruct us — a vain, 
foppish, Anglified young fellow, who afterwards 
blossomed into a parson, and on the very first 
day of his duty as schoolmaster he gave out the 
self-same lines which Dr. Hyde stigmatises as 
absurd for Irish youth. Instantly there was 
a commotion among the older boys, and an 
order was rapidly given to us juveniles to 
exchange " Scottish " for English. Accordingly 
the quatrain, led by Willie Towns (our master 
of song), was sung with great birr, ending 
triumphantly A happy Scottish child." The 
dominie was somewhat disconcerted, and queru- 
lously remarked, " You have not sung the exact 
words of the last line. What's the meaning of 
that?" After a little pause, Peter Hutcheon (I 
think), a clever, sturdy loon, replied : " We're 
nae gaun to sing a lee !" "Cingalee?" echoed the 
schoolmaster, thinking probably of Ceylon, 
"What do you mean?" "Ay, a big lee !" respon- 
ded Peter, emboldened by our approval ; "We're 
a* Scotch here. There's nae an English child i' 
the schule — is there, lads?" (appealing to us). An 
emphatic " No ! " swept round the pupils, so the 
schoolmaster subsided, and did not attempt to 
force an absurd fallacy upon us ; but he had 



a "down" upon Peter, and sharply censured 
him on various occasions. He ought not to 
have tried to mislead us with such a glaring 
deception ; but the strong Scotch common sense 
of the boys nominally under his control was an 
effectual "eye-opener" to him, as he never re- 
peated the experiment. Gallant lads ! Your 
staunch, albeit grotesque, adherence to the 
literal truth in an age of shams and meek 
subserviency to English arrogance yet thrills 
my spirit in my exile, and throws a tender halo 
over memories of long-vanished scenes. 
Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

* 

The Birthplace of George Ridpath 
(2nd S., III., 23, 38, 52, 70).— It is probably rash 
to renew a conflict when the tumult and the 
shouting has long since died down. It is jjer- 
haps doubly rash to intervene when the com- 
batants are such redoubtable champions as Mr. 
Walter Scott of Stirling, and Mr. W. B. R. 
Wilson, of Dollar. But one may hazard a blow 
if the cause of battle may be helped. Mr. 
Wilson let his adversary have the last word, 
and seemed to have no authority for his state- 
ment that Ridpath was probably a native of 
Berwickshire except the " Diet. Nat. Biog." He 
should have gone further, and examined the 
authority on which the " Dictionary " itself 
based its statement. That was the introductor>* 
article to a correspondence between Ridpath 
and Wodrow, the Church historian, printed in 
the Abbotsford Club "Miscellany," Vol. 1.(1838). 
The book was prepared by the secretary of the 
club, Mr. W. B. D. D. Tumbull, who, in the 
preface, acknowledges his "entire" indebtedness 
"for the selection of its contents, illustrative 
remarks, and general superintendence," to no 
less a person than James Maidment. What the 
" Miscellany" says has accordingly some weight. 
It says : "A passage in the pamphlet, of which 
the full title has been given in the note, leads 
to the inference that Ridpath was a native of 
Berwickshire." Unfortunately the words used 
in the pamphlet are not quoted, and no inde- 
pendent judgment can therefore be formed on 
their validity. The pamphlet was directed 
against Ridpath, was named "The Spirit of 
Calumny and Slander, etc.," and is dated 1693. 
The Abbotsford writer adds that Ridpath's 
"connection with the Merse is confirmed" by a 
paragraph in his own tract, "The Scots Epis- 
copal Innocence," in which he boasts of his 
family relationships with the county. Some- 
thing more definite might be obtained if the 
above pamphlet was examined. 

Evan Odd. 
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"SAWNEY BEANE." 

Mr. S. R. Crockett, in his novel, "The Grey 
Man," giving the adventures of Lancelot Ken- 
nedy, has revived an old lie again in the history 
of Sawney Beane. I presume that the novelist 
considers himself justified in adopting any 
legend, and fashioning his story along with it ; 
but there ought to be a stratum of truth at the 
bottom. The story of Sawney Beane is a clumsy 
Cockney invention, without any foundation what- 
ever in fact, and Crockett, in utilising it, has 
simply pandered to English prejudice, like 
Andrew Lang and other Anglified Scots. For- 
merly we had Sir Anthony Weldon and other i 
English blackguards vilifying our nation, which 
usually failed, despite the grossness of the 
attacks, on account of their brutish ignorance and 
ridiculous falsity. Now the crafty Englishman 
either employs a hard-up literary Scot to defend 
his own country or recommends the job to him, 
and they have been very successful. Coofs of the 
Henley and Crosland type ^o on an independent 
course — "there is money m it" — but all write 
with a desire to pull us down below the English 
level — and that is low enough. "Sawney Beane" 
is immediately raised to the dignity of a classic, 
and our nation execrated without rhyme or reason. 

A friend showed me some time ago a copy of 
the Newcastle Weekly Chronicle^ dated ist 
August, 1896, and in it there is a circumstantial 
history of Sawney Beane given, extending to 
two columns. The Novocastrian scribe coolly 
premises that the monster cannibal's real name 
was Alexander Bain. How did he know that ? 
By the way, what a delicate and peculiarly 
English compliment that was to Professor Bain 
of Aberdeen, who was then alive. We are then 
informed that Sawney flourished for twenty-five 
years, up to 1603, and over one thousand 
murders are placed to his credit. " How's that 
for high.?" as they say in California. Any 
credulous fool who will believe that egregious 
falsehood is fit for an asylum. 

Strange to say, we cannot get corroborative 
testimony as to the career of this notorious 
villain. None of the histories of Scotland that 
I have read mentions him ; even Andrew Lang 
might have dragged Sawney into his net, but he 
didn't, in those needless volumes of his anent ' 
Scottish history. Sawney does not appear in 
Pitcaim's "Ancient Criminal Trials in Scotland," 
which includes the period of Sawney's ongauns ; 



nor does he appear in the two sets of "Statistical 
Accounts of Scotland." Sinclair's and Black- 
wood's, although smaller affairs,^ are recorded ; 
nor is Mr. Beane to be found in the various 
Gazetteers and Guide Books of Galloway and 
elsewhere. Very strange, isn't it ? Well, where 
is the chronicle of this infamous wretch to be 
seen? Alas! and must the truth be told? It 
shows up in a cheap paltry Yorkshire miscellany, 
"Lives of Celebrated Highwaymen and Robbers, 
Pirates, etc.," printed by Milner & Sowerby, 
of Halifax. 

I This vile book, to a great extent, is the 
English lad's vade inecum or indispensable 
companion, although it has latterly been super- 
seded by Yankee yams concerning the doings of 
"Deadwood Dick." To the ordinary English 
mind their real heroes are Jack Sheppard, Dick 
' Turpi n, Jerry Abershaw, and others of that ilk. 
Gloating over the deeds of such ruffians, the 
hope is engendered that they may one day 
achieve similar renown. Having so many 
English scoundrels to record, the compiler of 
the Halifax volume patriotically wrote or got 
written for his collection the veracious story of 
Sawney Beane. There is a Grub Street flavour 
about the narrative, which plainly indicates its 
Cockney origin, something akin to "Sweeny 
Todd," the demon barber of Gray's Inn Lane, 
who entrapped his customers, and supplied their 
bodies to a noted pork-pie shop on the opposite 
side, through a subway or tunnel under the street. 

Of course, when a young fellow in England 
I was confironted and affronted with this stupid 
lie about Sawney Beane I denounced it as a 
fabrication ; then the cheap catchpenny public- 
ation was shown to me. Would I dare to 
dispute that ? But I did, and denounced it like- 
wise. My denials went for nothing. They said 
so sympathetically that the whole of Scotland 
was in league to " keep it dark," and so on, " we 
love Scotland more than the truth," and other 
Johnsonian diatribes. There, you see, let any 
English wastrel circulate a trashy falsehood to 
the detriment of an entire nation the vagabond 
will receive credence, and the lie will flourish, 
simply because they want it so. It never dawns 
upon their besotted brains that they have been 
duped and deceived — oh, dear, no ! 

When I reflect upon this atrocious calumny, I 
often think of those passages of Scripture that a 
dear deceased relative of mine used to repeat, 
in 2 Thess., ii., 11, and Jude 10. 

If any correspondent has trustworthy infor- 
1 mation to communicate concerning the writer of 
the Sawney Beane romance, will he be pleased 
to disseminate it ? 
Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 
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ALEXANDER GORDON, EXECUTED 
AT BREST. 

Alexander Gordon of Wardhouse, who was 
executed at Brest, November 29, 1769, on the 
charge of espionage, has already been dealt 
with by me in the Aberdeen Free Press of 
August 26, 1898, under the title ''An Aberdeen- 
shire Dreyfus." That article was largely 
based on two articles in Bentkys Magazine^ 
November and December, 1 868. I have recently 
discovered what seems to be the source of the 
latter articles, namely, a long account of the 
trial (" Proces d' Alexandre Gordon, Espion 
Anglais, d^capit^ k Brest en 1769") in the 
'' Bulletin de la Soci^t^ Academique de Brest," 
tom. I., pp. 295-360, published in 1861. The 
contribution was communicated to the Academy 
on November 28, 1869, by P. Levot, who was 
" Conservateur de la Biblioth^que du Port, 
Correspondant du Ministere de Plnstruction 
Publique pour les Travaux Historiques." He 
treats the matter from a totally French point of 
view. 

The peace of 1763 was not at all satisfactory 
to England, and it became the constant business 
of officers of that country to check any attempt 
France made to rise from its sunken position. 
The French forts, and, above all, that of Brest, 
were the object of incessant espionage. Thus an 
example had to be made of some culprit. It 
came about in the person of young Gordon (his 
age is given by Levot as 21), whose youth and 
personal qualities roused general sympathy. 
His culpability has often been questioned. It 
has been said that he died on account of the 
resentment of M. de Clu^^ny, whose mistress he 
charmed and got on intimate terms with. 
Another version is that of M. G. Villeneuve, 
who represents Gordon as sacrificed to an 
intrigue conducted by the royal concubine of 
the day, under pretext of a ridiculous and use- 
less espionage. Yet another explanation is that 
the judges, bought over by money or promise of 
extra dignities, became the odious instruments 
of private ill-will. M. Levot declares that all 
these propositions fall to the ground before the 
line of indisputable facts confirmed in due 
course by the evidence of Gordon himself. 

It was common at this time that prosecutor 
and judge should be one person. Hence M. de 
Clugny, because he found it right to have 
Gordon put under arrest, was not without his 
rights in also trying him. Gordon had got in 
tow with a young French surgeon, Jean Antoine 
Durand, who went to Brest and put up at the 
H6tel du Grand Turc, occupied by a woman 



Carion. His protest was that he wanted to see 
the Hospital of Marines, and that he had come 
to replace one M. Savary. He disappeared for 
a bnef space, returning to the town at a 
different point, and put up at the H6tel Grand 
Monarque,kept by a woman Herber. In six days' 
time he left for St Malo, where he was rejoined 
by Gordon. Armed with a passport from M. 
Scott, they went about sight-seeing for about 
fifteen days, not to St Malo only, but also to the 
forts of La Concha, Saint- Servan, Cancale, 
Saint-Cast, etc., and everywhere took notes, 
which they put in order on their return to the inn. 
Then Durand left for Nantes, where they 
were to meet again about the end of May or the 
beginning of June, and Gordon went on to Brest. 

Gordon stayed in the Place Medisance with 
M. Francois-Benjamin Bordier, dockmaker, 
in whose house Durand had taken two rooms 
for him at ^^30 per month. M. Levot gives a 
mass of other minute particulars. 

May I sugjgest that some of our pro- French 
young enthusiasts who have more time at their 
disposal than myself should translate Levot's 
sixty-five page article for publication locally? 
The entente cordiale would make it piquant 
reading to-day. 

I may note as a typical instance of the ex- 
traordinary dearth of local news— or was it an 
equally extraordinary sense of good taste .'^ — that, 
though the Aberdeen Journal of December 25, 
1769, contains a reference (among the foreign 
intelligence) to the execution of young Gordon, 
no reference is made to his connection with 
Aberdeenshire ! J. M. B. 



Irishmen with Norman Names. — It is 
stated in Irish history that when the Norman 
invaders intermarried with the daughters of Erin 
the children of such unions became more Irish 
than the Irish themselves. I am forcibly re- 
minded of this fact in Australia, for I have 
known, and some of them intimately, the follow- 
ing persons, all Irish or of Irish descent, and 
mainly Catholics, bearing unmistakable Norman 
or old English names : — Peter Marmion, Lancelot 
Cheney, Digby Lacey, Marcus Pym, James 
Conway, Michael Prendergast, Aloysius Ber- 
mingham, Robert Devereux, Owen Talbot, 
Lewis Bolingbroke, Felix Lavalle, Gerald Fitz- 
gibbon, Denis Desmond, Timothy Davem 
(d*Auvergne ?), Francis Stafford, Luke Prendcr, 
Bernard Carew, John Molyneux, Hubert Stanley, 
Redmond Prenderville, and others. Having 
to read the electoral rolls of the colony, I 
made notes of very strange names, which I may 
tnnsmit by-aud-by. 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 
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»: BRODIES, LAWRANCES, AND MUR- 
^- DOCKS IN 1745. 



i - The _ undernoted is a list of the above sur- 
li: names of those who appear to have been con- 
bTcerned in the Jacobite Rebellion in 1745, and to 
r have given evidence in some cases. All are 
riinteresting to me, and I shall feel obliged if any 
k\ reader lets me know of any descendants of those 
z mentioned in the list, which was printed for the 
ai Scottish History Society, Edinburgh, in 1890 : — 

^-^ David Brodie, chaplain to Lady Blantyre, Leading- 
^ ton ; said to have carried arms in the rebel service 
^\ at the battle of Preston ; supposed at hand. (Had- 
131 dington district, p. 134. ) 

^' Fra. Brodie, clerk in Alloa Custom House; along 
<^ with James Haig, inkeeper in Alloa ; Tho. Pater- 
R'! son, Excise officer in Clackmanan, gave evidence 
I ^ against John Murray, clerk to collector of Customs, 

Alloa. (Dunfermline district, p. 349.) 
T-1 James Brodie, Esc}., Muresk, and Mr. Fiddes, his 
:i chaplain, both m Turriff parish, gave evidence 
I : agamst John Gillispie, Jr., Turriff. (Banff district, 
ft p. 309.) 

: John Bredy, labourer, Bridge of Don, Oldmachar, 
Co. Aberdeen, carried arms at the battle of Cul- 

, loden; lurking. (Aberdeen district, p. 4.) 

(L- Robert Bresdie (Bredie in index), indweller, Muthil, 
Co. Perth, pressed out by Lord Drummond, but 

^ returned and at a hand. (Perth district, p. 42. ) 

(7 Robert Bresdie (or Brydie). This may be the person 

1^ whose birth is recorded in the Episcopal register of 
baptisms for Muthil on 15th January, 1724, as son 
of John Brady and Jean Ure. (Perth district. Ap- 
pendix n., p. 370.) 

Simon Brodie, lived in Templand, carried arms in the 
rebel service. (Ross district, p. 72.) 

Walter Brodie, shoemaker, Blance, joined the rebel 
army and gave information upon the neighbour- 
'' hood of concealed arms ; not known. (Hadding- 
ton district, p. 134.) 

Willm. Brodie, gunsmith, Canongate, beat up and 
recruited men and levied money in the county for 
the rebel service; lurking in town. (Edinburgh 
district, p. 244.) 

Same as above. Evidence given by Nin. Trot- 
ter, Geo. Robertson, and Fra. Pringle, Excise 

. officers. (P. 388.) 

James Laurance, piper, Clochnahill, Dunottre, Kin- 
cardin, voluntaiy served with the rebells with his 
musick and went with them ; lurking. (Montrose 
district, p. 176.) 

John Lawrance, mason, Keith, County Banff, private 
man bald out ; lurking. (Banff district, p. 32.) 

John Laurence, merchant. Old Deer, County Aber- 
deen, proclaimed the Pretender at the Market Cross 
of Old Deer, enlisted some men for his service and 



joined them himself in their retreat to the High- 
lands. (Oldmeldrum district, pp. 92, 93.) 
John Lawrence at Old Deer, John Webster in 
Clockean, John Dalgarno in New Deer, and James 
Arthur in Kinninmont gave evidence against Alex. 
Cumming, farmer, Meikle Crichie, Old Deer, 
County Aberdeen ; 600 stock. (Oldmeldrum dis- 
trict, p. 303.) 

John Lawrence in Old Deer, John Dalgarno in New 
Deer, and James Forbes in Turnerhall House in 
Ellon parish gave evidence against Adam Hay oi 
Cairnbanno, New Deer, Co. Aberdeen ; ;f 50 yearly 
rent ; bad mansion-house. (Oldmeldrum district, 
p. 305). 

Willm. Murdoch, wool merchant, Callendar, Co. 
Perth, acted as ensign in the rebel army; was 
thrice forced out, and as often deserted : now at 
hand. (Stirling district, p. 58.) 

At page 369 of the work whence the above 
extracts are taken it appears that John Gordon 
of Glenbuchat joined the Pretender's army soon 
after the battle of Prestonpans. He had under 
command a numerous body of select gentlemen 
and private people (Caledonian Mercury^ Wed- 
nesday, September 25, 1745). Another refer- 
ence to the old Tower family is reported at page 
305, where Alexander Tower, John Sey, and 
Alex. Mathison, all in Old Rain, gave evidence 
against Laurence Leith, farmer, Leith-hall, Kin- 
ethmond, Co. Aberdeen. 

Robert Murdoch. 

* 

ABERDONIANS ABROAD: 
HENRY FARQUHARSON. 

The very interesting account, in the Decem- 
ber number of Scottish Notes and Queries^ of 
Hary or Henry Farquharson, distinguished and 
almost illustrious as ''the first professor of 
mathematics and navigation in Russia, and 
during forty years (down to his death in 1739) 
the chief instructor of the naval men of that 
country," closes with the conjecture by Mr. 
Kellas Johnstone that, "from the pre-name Hary 
or Henry, Farquharscm was a cadet of the house 
of Allargue." This surmise is a mistake. As it 
happens, there is no difficulty in identifying the 
individual in question, and tracing his descent 
for four generations. 

Let it be premised that the Farquharsons 
were a comparatively modern clan. Practically, 
the founder of it was Finlay Mor, a "kindly 
tenant'' or Crown rentaller in Braemar, who was 
killed at the battle of Pinkie in 1 547, and after 
whom it came to be named the Clan Fhionn- 
laidh. The statements which figure in Douglas's 
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Baronage,'' and are adopted in Burke's books, 
concerning the generations anterior to Finlay 
Mor, are a medley of vainglorious nonsense for 
which there is not a scrap of proof, while those 
concerning the generations which came after 
him are chock-full of inaccuracies. The account 
of the latter generations, according to the most 
authentic and trustworthy genealogies of the 
clan, is briefly as follows : — Finlay Mor was 
twice married, having four sons by the first wife 
and five by the second. The three eldest sons 
died without male issue, and the fourth, leaving 
Braemar, settled at Craigniety in Glenisla. Of 
the second marriage the eldest son, undoubtedly, 
was Donald in Castleton of Braemar and of 
TuUigarmouth ; the second, Robert in Inver- 
cauld ; the third, Lachlan of Broughdearg ; the 
fourth, George of Deskrie and Glenconry ; and 
the fifth, Finlay of Achriachan. 

Donald of Castleton and TuUi^rmouth mar- 
ried, for his first wife, Jean Ogilvie, daughter to 
Newton, by whom he had seven sons— Donald, 
his successor, afterwards of Monaltrie ; Robert 
of Finzean, Alexander of Allanaquoich, James of 
Inverey, John of Tillicaim, George in Miltown 
of Whitehouse in Cromar, and Thomas, who 
" went abroad to the wars." 

The sixth son, George in Milltown of White- 
house, had three sons — George, Donald, and 
David. George had two sons, of whom the 
elder, Thomas, was " a merchant in Aberdeen " 
(perhaps the founder of the firm of Farquharson 
and Co.) 

The second son of the three above named- 
Donald— had three sons— Robert, John, and 
Hary. Robert was a seaman ; John a soldier in 
Ireland ; '* Hary was one of those the late Czar 
of Muscovy, Peter Alexowitz, sent over from 
London to teach mathematics in his country, 
and now" (/>., a.d., 1733) "teaches navigation 
in the Imperial College of Petersburg." 

It maybe added that, so far as observed, " the 
pre-name Hary or Henry" does not appear at 
all in the Allargue branch of the clan. 



The Heir Male of the Lords Forbes 
OF PiTSLiGO (2nd S., VL, 135; VII., 29).— 
There appears to be some discrepancy in dates 
in the late Mr. William Troup's account of the 
descendants of Mr. Arthur Forbes of Meikle 
Wardes. Thus, Arthur is stated to have died 
before 9th April, 1606, whilst John, in Keithack, 
his seventh (?) and youngest son, is stated to 
have been bom in 1613 ! It is to be observed 
also that both Mathew Lumsden and Macfar- 
lane are in accord that Arthur's son, John, died 
witliout issue, " W. L. F.," in the August, 1905, 



number, gave an extract from a letter, from 
which it appears that an Arthur Forbes settled 
at Keithack, in the parish of Mortlach, and that 
he had an only son, John, who married a daugh- 
ter of David Stuart, of Achmore. In view of 
this information (which helps to dispose of the 
discrepancy above mentioned), John must have 
been a grandson of "Mr. Arthur," of Meikle 
Wardes, and the son of either (i) James, of 
Bankhead, or (2) Patrick, of Blackball, each of 
them having had a son named Arthur, and 
respecting neither of these are any particulars 
given in Mr. W. Troup's account. In the 
Charlton MS. it is stated that David's daughter 
"married John Forbes, of Keithack, son to 
Gordon Arthur Forbes, and left several children," 
which seems to raise a further question as to 
the identity of John's father. H. D. McW. 



Eliza Inveraritv.— I owe Mr. David 
Baptie an apology for stating that I could not 
find a memoir of this songstress in his " Musical 
Scotland," and I freely tender it. There is a 
slight notice of her under the name " Martyn," 
at the bottom of page 117, which I must have 
overlooked. I did not remember that Miss 
Inverarit/s husband's name was Martyn ; but 
as I was groping for something else amongst my 
notebooks, I was surprised to find an entry which 
I had taken from the Gentlcmof^s Majfozine 
fully twenty years back, an exemplification of 
the old Scottish adage, "As ae door steeks anither 
opens," for I did not find what I looked for. 
It was to the effect that Mrs. Charles Martyn, 
better known as Miss Inverarity, died at 
Newcastle-on-Tyne in 1844, aged 33 : her hus- 
band was a basso vocalist. My informant, the 
late James March, was mistaken as to her age 
and year of death, but he was scrupulously 
correct as to her wondrous powers of song and 
the effect it had upon Scottish audiences. Poor 
lady ! 

Imprisoned in a sooty cage, 

Alang the coaly Tyne, 
Our mavis tyn'd its cheery strain, 

An' soon begoud to dwyne. 
Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 



Rhyme on Gold. — Some years ago I used 
to hear the undernoted rhyme on gold. The 
gentleman who repeated it always paid his 
accounts in gold (notes he could not tolerate), 
and as the writer held out his hand for payment 
this rhyme was repeated :— 

I love to hear the jingle, 

And I love to see the roll, 
But there's uotlting half so pleasant 
As the precious metal gold. 

Robert Murdoch. 
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FORFARSHIRE AS A FACTOR IN 
SCOTTISH LIFE AND THOUGHT. 

(Continued from 2nd S., VIII., p, 84.) 

I have referred to the fact that Forfarshire, 
and, indeed) the whole East of Scotland, supplied 
both the Low Countries and Germany with many 
of the bravest soldiers and the most skilful 
leaders in the great Protestant struggles against 
the Spaniards and latterly against the Austrians 
and the French. It is recorded, as an evidence 
of the gallantry of the Scottish Brigade in these 
wars, that during the Thirty Years' War the 
Dutch (/.^., the Germans) in the service of 
Gustavus were many times glad to beat the old 
Scots march when they designed to frighten 
the enemy. On many a distant Continental 
battlefield that air had announced the unfaltering 
advance of the Scottish Foot and the red 
uniforms of the British Brigade to face 
unflinchingly the fiery charge of the chivalry 
of France. So highly, indeed, were the Scots 
regiments valued in Holland that, from the time 
of Elizabeth down to the middle of the i8th 
century, the Government of that country never 
ceased to maintain a Scottish Brigade as the 
backbone of their army, while the Prince of 
Orange had such a respect for their military 
qualities that he called them **the bulwark of 
Holland." Now, to that Scots Brigade the 
county of Forfar all along contributed its full 
tale both of officers and private soldiers. No 
one can deny, therefore, that the people of Angus 
have been a brave, generous, and hardy people. 
The truth is, that there is no nation in Europe 
and scarcely a country in the world which 
cannot furnish instances of worthy deeds and 
heroic actions performed by natives of this shire, 
who have been honoured or employed in the 
greatest trusts in later or former ages. And they 
have not been confined to single persons, starting 
up now and then (which may and does happen 
even in the most backward countries and among 
otherwise dastardly men), but they have con- 
stantly behaved themselves well. We conclude, 
therefore, that the men of Angus have no cause 
to shrink from comparing themselves with the 
men of any other part of Scotland. The Borders 
and the South-west country may have greater 
poets and more powerful leaders to boast of, 
the Lothians and Fifeshire may eclipse all the 
rest of the country in the number of their 
statesmen and thinkers, but Forfarshire, if she 
must take a second place as compared with 
these nurseries of genius, at least can hold her 
own with any other district of Scotland, even 



with Aberdeen and Perth. For, in the homely 
lines in which James Beattie, one of the best 
representatives of the talent of this region, has 
nobly asserted the genius of his countrymen, we 
may still say with all confidence that though 

The Southland chields indeed hae mettle, 
And brawly at a sang can ettle, 
Yet we right couthily might settle 

O' this side Forth. 
The devil pay them wi* a pettle 

That slight the North. 
Our countrie lied is far frae barren, 
It's e'en richt pithy and auld farren. 
Ourselves are neiperlike, I warran', 

For sense and smergh. 

In kittle times when faes are yarring 

We're no thocht ergh. 
Oh ! bonny are our greensward hows, 
Where through the glen the burnie rows, 
Where the bee bums and the ox lows 
And soft winds rustle, 
And shepherd lads on sunny knowes 

Blaw the blythe fustle. 

Happy country where scenes like these are 
universal, and m which there is not a province 
and scarcely a parish which cannot recall with 
gratitude and pride the contributions it has 
individually made to the honourable achieve- 
ments of a great and splendid history. What 
worthy son of such a glorious land but must 
fervently re-echo as his own the noble prayer 
with which our great national bard closes his 
beautiful poem of " The Cotter's Saturday 
Night." The prayer, I mean, that asks that — 

He who poured the patriotic tide 

That streamed through Wallace's undaunted 
Who dared to nobly stem tyrannic pride, [heart ; 

Or nobly die, the second glorious part. 



May never, never Scotia's realm desert, 

But still the patriot, and the patriot bard 
In bright succession raise, her ornament and guard 1 

W. B. R. W. 

* 

MACPHERSON LETTERS.— IV. 
(2nd S., VII,, p, 167; VIII., pp. 2, 15.) 

It may have been noticed that the letters 
written by Macphersons which have recently 
appeared in these columns indicate that each of 
the writers was concerned in procuring supplies 
of meal from a district somewhat remote from 
Badenoch. The explanation of this is doubtless 
to be found in the "New Statistical Account, 
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Inverness-shire" (p. 79), where, respecting the 
parish of Kingussie, it is remarked : " Although 
the parish, as before noticed, must always be 
more a pastoral than an agricultural one, and 
though the utmost extent of improvable soil 
is, and must always be, far exceeded by the 
extent of mountain and other land incapable of 
cultivation, still, were the part of the parish 
which can be cultivated to be brought under a 
system of regular rotation, it might be nearly, if 
not entirely, adequate to the supply of the wants 
of the population, a good which has never yet 
been accomplished. Nothing has proved more 
ruinous to this parish than the necessity of 
bringing meal from other districts, with the 
additional expense of a long land carriage." 
In the Survey of the province of Moray (p. 257), 
it is said of the same parish : " Barley, oats, rye, 
and potatoe are the produce of the cultivated 
ground ; but the quantity obtained is not suffi- 
cient for the support of the inhabitants.'* To 
some extent, no doubt, the supplies referred to 
in the letters were required for the barracks at 
Ruthven, and, as appears from the following 
letter (being the one alluded to in Tammore's 
letter to Cluny, printed in the July number as 
an "unsubscrived" letter of Malcolm McPherson 
in Crubinmore), also for the use of the" Watch" :— 

Sir 

Please Deliver to the bearer fourteen bolls 
of the Twnty Contained in Clunnies Draught 
upon you Deliverable to me, The meall being for 
the use of the watch, and Some of the men 
happened Upon ane oyr turn Coud Not Send for 
the Ballance Yrfor yowll Send Your Line to me 
for the oyr Six Deliverable as formerly, The 
Draught for the whole being sent you is all from 
Sir 

Your most humble Sert 

[No signature.] 

Crubin the 29 July 

1745 
Excuse beast 

Endorsed : — 
To 

Robert Grant off 

Tammore Esqr : 1 

Also: 

Send one boll more than fourteen . . . ' 

It should have been stated that John Duff's | 
letter, which appeared in the November number, • 
was addressed to Tammore, and the following \ 
letter affords further light on the affair of the { 
** Watch " :— ! 

D' Sir 

I saw Cluny Monday and payd him what , 



money I collected and took his Recept for the 



Same. I'm much oblidged to you for being at the 
trouble to talk to him in my Favours : I shall be 
glad of an opportunity to Serve you. If he 
returns here in his way from Banff where he 
presently is, Shall pay him the first mytie due 
out of Capt: Grant's Valued Rent and Others 
mentioned m your Letter. Willie's Shoes will not 
be ready untill Friday. Receive Baillie Grant's 
Discharge for the lew payable furth of Easter 
Elchies, and am with Offer of my Compliements 
to M^* Grant and Willie 
Sir 

Your Most Oblidge'd Hum^ Ser^ 

John Duff Jun' 

Elgin June 19"* 
1745 

Valued Bent whole WaU*h 
money 

Freefield and Collie . , £103 \% i £0 z ^\ 
Easter Elchies .... 314 16 07 loj 
Lordship of Rothes, Dun' 

included 1,376 42 i 14 4 

Lord Elchies Valued Rent 

in Banff 350 00 089 

Ballindallach .... 292 08 o 7 3^ 

Kirdles 426 10 o o 10 7J 

Struthers 475 5 4 o 11 104 

Ballidallach's Valued Rent 

in Banff 1,383 6 8 i 14 6 

^ , , £5 17 

Endorsed : — 
To 

Robert Grant 
of Tamore Esqr 

Also, in Tammore's writing : — 

i9«» June 1745. Jo - Duff, Dep» Collector of the 
Cess annent the watch money. 

Mr. Duff also wrote to Tammore on the 
subject on 24th July, 1745, as follows :— 

I got M' M'^pherson's Recept for the £^ Sent 
yesterday, and you have Inclos'd your letters 
promising to procure me M^" M<^pher8on's Recepts 
for the money Sent on Cluny's Acco* and have 
cutt of a part of both which contained a line from 
Mr Mcpherson calling for some things. 
The Mr. McPherson here referred to, and also 
in Mr. DufTs letter printed in the November 
number, was probably John McPherson, barrack- 
master at Ruthven, who, on two tombstones in 
Kingussie Churchyard to the memory of his 
children, John and Jean, is styled "of Knappach.'' 
John DufT, senior^ merchant, was provost of 
Elgin from 1746 to 1749, and John Duff, 
merchant, presumably son of the former and 
the writer of the letters to Tammore, was 
provost from 1771 to 1774, 1775 to 1778, 1779 to 
1782, 1785 to 1788, and 1791 to 1792. 

H. D. Mow. 
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A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF EDINBURGH 
PERIODICAL LITERATURE (V., 20, etc.) j 

(Continued from 2nd S., Vol. VIII,, p, 74.) 

[Supplementary.] ' 

1720. The Caledoniofi Mercury. (Continued). In 
1786 the paper assumed the Flying Mercury as its 
emblem, and it bore the device for some time. On 
August I, 1789, the price was again raised by one 
halfpenny because of an increase in the newspaper 
tax. The Mercury congratulated itself on the 
amount, for under the same circumstances the 
London papers had advanced their price by one 
penny. The Act did not "permit of allowance 
on returned stamps of unsold papers," and ac- , 
cordingly the Mercury announced that only the I 
number ordered would be printed. j 
Robertson retired from the paper on July i, 1790, | 
disposing, as he said, of the right to publish to | 

"his friend, Mr. Bobert All«ii, whcwu abilities and 
attention are well known, and to whose extensire cor- 
respondence he has often been indebted for many of 
the earliest and most important articles of intelligence 
communicated in this paper." 

The imprint ran: "Edinburgh: printed by Robert 
Allan (successor to John Robertson), and sold at 
his printing house. Old Fishmarket Close." 

At the opening of the nineteenth century, the 
Caledoniofi Mercury partook of the general charac- 
teristics of the journals of the time. It was a 
commonplace production, though it did sometimes 
speak in a bolder key than its contemporaries. 
An Edinburgh journalist says : * 

" Whan I knew the Edinburgh press, editorial or lead- 
ing articles were not regular In the Mercurjf, but there 
were summaries of news, with comments and oc- 
casional articles on subjects interesting to Scotland 
and the citixens of Edinburgh. About the year 1809 
there were able articles on the removal of restrictions 
from commerce with France. The principles of Adam 
Smith, or of Free Trade as now popularly received, 
have been always steadily and consistently advocated 
by the Mercury.'* 

The first leading article, in the modern sense, ap- 
peared in 1839. 

The first editor whose name I have obtained 
was David Buchanan. He held office from 1810 
to 1827, when he left to take charge of the Courant. 
He was succeeded by James Browne, LL. D. Dr. 
Brown had had previous experience on the Scots 
Magazine and the Correspondent. He was a 
blustering man,t and soon brought his journal 
into conflict with his contemporaries. During , 
1829 he made many attacks upon the Scotsman ' 
and its proprietor in a tone which suggested per- [ 
sonal animosity. The Scotsmtm tried repeatedly ; 
to bring these recurring personalities to an end, 
and in September actually succeeded in extracting 1 



* " A Printer's Reminiscences," in LeUtire Hour, Feb., 1867. 
t See Blaekumod'i sketch of him under the name of " Colonel 
Cloud," 1825. 



permission to print in its own columns a promise 
on the part oi the Mercury that they would cease. 
But the truce lasted for a few days only. The 
Scotsman held its hand as long as possible, and 
then struck with all its might. It printed the 
whole correspondence between the owners of the 
two journals, and added a vitriolic article upon 
Browne himself. It roundly accused him of politi- 
cal dishonesty, declaring at the same time he was 
deliberately untruthful and unscrupulous. Among 
other things, it said Browne ''outraged private 
feelings, sported with truth, and raised up ani- 
mosities by reckless and unprovoked attacks on 
his neighbours." To render mistake impossible, 
Maclaren, the editor of the Scotsmcui, sent a com- 
munication to Browne informing him that he was 
the author of the attack. The inevitable result 
followed, and a meeting was arranged for the 
morning oi November 12, 1829. Fire was ex- 
changed without damage to the combatants, and 
honour was declared satisfied, although apology 
was refused. So far as Browne was concerned, 
the matter does not seem to have ended with the 
duel. He quarrelled with the proprietor of the 
Mercury i and forsook the paper to set up the North 
Briton, When that journal had run its brief 
career, he returned to the Mercury. His second 
term was short, for the proprietor took care to 
exercise due supervision over the articles, and this 
did not suit Browne. He was followed by a Mr. 
Cochrane, who had done editorial work on the 
Foreign Quarterly Review, and who held office 
for three years. When the article on the Edin- 
burgh newspapers appeared in Eraser's Magazine 
in 1838, the editorship was in abeyance. It 

"happens at this present moment to be without an 
editor, being conducted by a knot of young Whig 
lawyers, suckling politicians, and expectant commis- 
sioners, who, gratuitously it is said, furnish the 
requisite leaders, etc. . . . Owins to its slavish 
adherence to the pseudo-Liberalism of the day, it has 
lost a good deal of its standing and influence in Edin- 
burgh. It is very economically conducted, and Ls to 
say the truth, a poor concern " 

— which is perhaps seeing the journal through 
party spectacles. Subsequent editors were a son 
of Buchanan, James Dundas White, and W. 
Downing Bruce. In 1852 the imprint was: "Printed 
and published for the proprietors at the office, 
265 High Street, in the parish of the High Church, 
in the county of Edinburgh, by Thomas Allan of 
No. 20 St. Andrews Square, in the parish of St. 
Andrews, in the county of Edinburgh." In 1859 
the imprint bore that the paper was printed and 
published for the firm by William Lindsay. 

James Robie, an Irishman, came to take charge 
of the journal in 1856. Under his management 
an important modification was made in the style 
of the Mercury. On August 29, 1859, it appeared 
as The Caledonian Mercury and Daily Express. 
The latter journal had for some time been in 
distress, and various vain efforts had been made 
to dispose of it by sale. From the Mercury'' s 
notice of the union, no one would have guessed 
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that the Express was otherwise than in a flourish- 
ing condition. It said that the incorporation was 

"owing to the growth of advertisements in their 
coluiDiifl, and the difficulty of meeting; all the demands 
on their space in the way of correspondence and news" 

— a reason which, to the common man, would 
seem a good one for keeping the two journals 
apart The Mercury made the occasion one for 
enlarging its size by four columns, and for an- 
nouncing its policy as that of sound Lib|/eralism, 
coupled with sound morality and religion. At 
the same date the two weekly journals, issued 
from the two offices, were also amalgamated, this 
time the Expresses offshoot taking precedence in 
the title, which became the Weekly Herald. To 
round off the transaction, the proprietors declared 
that "the circulation of the two papers combined 
will be, it is believed, more than four times greater 
than any weekly journal in the city." The second 
half of the name of the parent journal was dropped 
after a few weeks. 

When Robie become editor, the paper was 
generally regarded as moribund. It was thought 
of as "commercially weak and politically dead." 
In the year preceding the new editor's advent, the 
loss had been £i,j6o. Robie^s vigorous work, 
however, did much to resuscitate its fortunes, and 
he gradually brought it to paying point. On 
January 7, 186 1 — the pseudo-centenary of the 
paper — an unusually outspoken article on the 
standing of the journal appeared. Among other 
things it said : 

" It would be worse than folly were we on an occasion 
like the present to attempt to disguise the fact that 
the Caledofvian Mercury of late years changed to some 
extent its policies and principles, and that it is now 
on a variety of auestious— political, social, and re- 
ligious—very much the opposite uf what it formerly 
was. The simple matter of fact is the Mercury, owing 
to a variety of circumstances, had almost ceased to be 
regarded as having principles worth energetic support, 
or entitling itself to be supported. It had gut into a 
'feckless' sort of existence, satisfactory enough to a 
certain class of cauna-be-fashed readers in town and 
comity : it wanted something calculated to enlist the 
sympathies and command the support of the Scottish 
people. To what state it had been reduced in this 
city it is nut for us to say : our opponents, however, as 
well as our friends, will, we think, readily acknowledge 
that they did not expect it to live another century, 
that they were not unimpressed by repurts sedulously 
and maliciously circulated that its days were numl>ci-cd, 
and that these days could not at the time exceed a 
few weeks, months, or possibly a year." 

The proprietors, however, say that a change had 
come, and that 

" the Mercury has never been, during the two centuries 
of its history, on so firm a footing, and in so pro8pen)US 
a condition as to circulation and advertising, as it is 
at this moment, and has been during the past twelve 
months." 

The cock-crowing was somewhat premature. 
Three months afterwards the Daily Revieiv was 
started, nominally as the opponent of the Scotsman 
but in reality of the Mercury, although both the 
Review and the Mercury were supposed to be 
supporters of the Free Church. Robie was offered 



the editorship of the new venture, but declined. 
The Mercury was hard struck, and the closing 
struggle of the venerable print almost immediately 
began. 

In 1862 Thomas Allan transferred the journal 
to his brother Robert, who retained it only for a 
short time, when the family ended their connec- 
tion with it. The editor explained Allan's with- 
drawal in the following terms : 

" The chief reason he assigned to me being that the 
principles I was supporting and the men with whom I 
was most intimately associated were prejudicially 
affecting him in his business as a stockbroker, and 
that he could not any longer afford to go on fighting 
on commercial principles beside su prosperous a paper 
as the Scotsmati, and in face of so largely subsidised a 
concern as the organ of the Free Church, which, he 
remarked at the time, had first come down to a bawbee 
and then gone up to a double sheet daily at a penny, 
determined apparently at all risks to beat him out of 
the field." 

The new proprietor was none other than James 
Robie himself. According to the statements made 
in the Mercury^ the transference was an act in- 
spired by the warmest regard for and confidence 
in the editor. The public announcement stated 
that 

" The late proprietor, finding his profesalonal business 
BO onerous as to demand all his attention and time, 
and taking into consideration the character of our 
own labours since our connection with the Joumal. 
has lianded over to us the Sfercury in a spirit and on 
terms the friendliness and liberality of which we 
would fail suitably to characterise." 

It would appear that Robie paid £'1,250 for the 
paper, and his name was given in the imprint as 
proprietor for the first time on Saturday, April 5, 
1862. As if to adumbrate the journal's subsequent 
fate, a scroll title of oak leaves, which recalled a 
similar device in the Scotsman, was at the same 
time adopted. 

Robie's subsequent connection with the Mercury 
was most unhappy. The paper failed to pay, and 
his monetary transactions at the time of the trans- 
ference and afterwards gave rise to an embittered 
pamphlet* and newspaper controversy. Robie 
maintained that he had been entrapped into ac- 
cepting the proprietorship by unfulfilled promises 
of support from the Radicals of Edinburgh. They, 
on the other hand, held that the transaction was 
a purely private one, and that the money they had 
furnished was lent and not given outright. The 
end was that in 1866 Robie was declared bank- 
rupt, and surrendered the paper. 

The Mercury was acquired by William Saunders, 
and the new imprint appeared on Monday, July 2. 
It ran : *' Printed and published by William Hunt, 
No. 257 High Street, in the parish of the High 
Church of Edinburgh" — an imprint practically 
maintained to the end. 

"'J'he Representative Radicals uf Kdinburgh," by James 
Ruble. Edinburgh: W. P. Nininio, 1867. 56 pp., 8vi». 
price one shilling. " Reply to the Attempt made by Mr. 
James Robie to Kxtort £1,100 by means of a Threatenhig 
letter," by Duncan Mcl^ren, Esq. (M.P.]. Edinburgh: 
Wm. Oliphant & Co., 1867. 28 pp.. 8vo. 
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" Mr. Haiinders was the proprietor of an establishment 
in London, at which the news of each day waa pre- 
pared by an organised staff, and leadinK articles written 
on the principal current topics. The matter thus 
furnished was set up in type, stereotyped, and sent to 
Plymouth, Hull, Newcastle, and other places in which 
the firm owned papers, or where the proprietors of 
other newspapers were willing to pay for the com- 
modity. As many as eight columns of stereotyped 
general news, summary, and leaders were thus pro- 
vided daily."— Nonle'a "Newspapers," p. 6. 

The Mercury was added to this list, and at the 
same time (July 2) an evening edition was also 
sent out at 4*30, price Jd., the avowed object of 
which was to improve the circulation of news on 
local matters. This arrangement continued for a 
fortnight only, and on Monday, July 16, 1866, the 
Mercury appeared wholly as an evening paper, 
4 PP') 5 columns to the page, and in a smaller 
folio. The price was Jd. The proprietor said 
that his fortnight's experience had *' proved beyond 
controversy that Edinburgh requires an evening 
newspaper." 

The city did perhaps require such a journal, but 
evidently the Mercury was not fitted to supply the 
need. For nearly a year the attempt was made, 
but the struggle against adversity could not be 
maintained, and the Mercury had to give way. 
In the valedictory leader the reason is frankly and 
facetiously stated as being the same as that of the 
governor of Antwerp for not firing a salute— want 
of powder. The last number was issued April 20, 
1867, and in announcing the end the editor said : 

It is unnecessary to enter Into any detailed explana- 
tion of the causes that have combined to induce the 
conductors to take this step. The success of the 
CaUdonian Mercury as a paper, and uader its present 
management, has been considerable, but it has been 
found Impossible to carry on without pecuniary loss 
the publication of a paper at so low a price as ^d. 
Another cause which has largely contributed to this 
result has been the great extension of the telegraphic 
arrangements of the morning papers, and especially 
the successful efforts of the SeoUtman to rival the 
London morning papers in the fullness and earliness 
of its news. By these arrangements intelligence, pub- 
lished in other towms in the afternoon, has been vei-y 
generally anticipated here in the morning, and the 
evening paper, though often highly useful in the one 
case, is thus almost unnecessary in the other." 

The reference to the Scotsman is explained by the 
fact that that prosperous journal had bought the 
Mercury. The name of the defunct paper was 
allowed for a time to appear as a sub-title of the 
Weekly Scotsman, but it ultimately was dropped 
there too. Thus died the venerable journal known 
for long as " Granny Mercury," because of its age 
and simple manners. 

26 Circus Drive, W, J. Couper. 

Glasgow. 

♦ 

The Burnet Bursaries at Aberdeen.— 
The original'of the subjoined letter touching on 
these bursaries, written by a member of the 
family of Burnet, is preserved with the Tammore 



MSS., and, at this distance of time, may prove 
of some little interest. 1 have not, so far, ascer- 
tained for whom the Laird of Ballindalloch 
sought to obtain the presentation. The letter 
runs : — 

Sir, — I am favoured with yours of the 31st of July, 
and am extreamely sorry that your Letter has come 
too late only by three weeks, having then given a 
Presentation to a Gentleman's Son of the name of 
Lumsden, who is married to a Gentlewoman of my 
own name and my Cousen. You may believe me 
that I wanted an Opportunity, had your letter come 
timeously, to have done you a favour, you being my 
Father's old Comerad, and one I have a particular 
Kindness and Regard for. 

There were some of the Masters of the New Town 
Colledge with me here this Summer, who assured me 
that the Bishop of Sarum his Bursaries, Mortified by 
him to that Colledge, would be setled against this 
ensueing Martimass, which are hundred pounds, and 
much better than mine in the King's Colledge ; if 
this happens, I do assure you by this that your friend 
shall have the Preference to any that shall apply for 
this Presentation, altho he should be a Burnet. And 
if your friend could wait untill the next Burse in the 
King's Colledge shall be vacant, he shall certainly 
have the Presentation from me, or any other you 
shall recommend to me, failing this Bearer your 
ffriend. I shall be very fond to see you here when 
you come to this Country, and believe I am, with 
much Esteem 

D' Sir 

Your very AfTectionat humble Serv» 

A. Burnett 

Leyes 12*'' Aug: 1730 
Endorsed : 
To 

Colonel William Grant 

at his House of 

Bendallach. 

It will be noted that an intimacy had existed 
between the father of the writer of the letter 
and Colonel Grant. Perhaps some reader may 
be able to state whether they had been com- 
panions-in-arms, or under what circumstances so 
special a friendship arose. 

H. D. M*W. 



Aberdeen Arms (2nd S., VIII., 90).— It has 
been pointed out to me that the pictorial re- 
presentation of the Aberdeen arms obtained 
from the Lyon's office in 1674 has not the three 
turrets on the tops of the three towers, so they 
must be a local idea. The three towers in it are 
each double- towered, as on the old seal ; and f 
there had been another storey rising out of the 
upper, the towers would then have answered to 
the written description. 

John Milne. 
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Still Room (2nd S., VIII., 45, «;4, 68).— 
For a long time before 1660 the Government 
did not interfere with the distillation of acjua 
vitae, which till then was used only as a medicine. 
The mistress of a large mansion kept a still 
for distilling lavender water, rose water, pepper- 
mint. Queen of Hungary water, and whisky, all 
on a small scale. But private distillation has 
almost ceased, though a small still licence costs 
only 5s., and yet the name "still room" remains. 
The plans of Marischal College show a still 
room where liquors are kept, not made, and it 
is a common thing to see an advertisement for 
a still-room maid. Wishing to know the duties 
of this person at the present day, I inquired at 
ladies and looked in dictionaries without be- 
coming much wiser; therefore, on finding a de- 
scription of a still room in|Gwilt's "Encyclopnedia 
of Architecture,'' I copied it out for the benefit 
of any who, like myself, had experienced diffi- 
culty in finding out the duties of a still-room 
maid. JorfN Milne, LL.D. 

* 



80Z. The Gordons of Carroll.— This family 
has been dealt with by Mr. J. M. Bulloch in the 
Ross-shire Journaly be^^inning September 28, 1906. 
He has, however, omitted two members of the 
family, as noted by the Aberdeen youmal : — 

About the a4th of last month, Elixabeth Gordon, sUter 
to Lieut. Robert Gordon of the Navy, and aunt to John 
Gordon of Carroll, died at Tain. {Jtmmal, April 3, 1780.) 

llie beginning of this month, died at Invert-harron, 
Ross-shire, Elizabeth Gordon, a maiden gentlewoman, 
aged about 77. She was the youngest sister of the late 
John Gortlon of Carroll, and grand-aunt to the present 
John Gordon, Esq. of Carroll. {Jmimal, .May 2, 1774.) 

Can any reader throw light on these ladies ? 

Ross-shire. 

802. Mrs. Gordon op Craig.— In a recent 
catalogue of Mr. David Johnston, Edinburgh, occurs 
the following entry : — 

Gordon OTrs., of Craiq). -"A Tale r>f other Timet," 
in a letter to Lady Dalrymple, Elphinstone. Craig, 30th 
March. 1847. 12 pp., 4to. uTapp<M <«. Scarce, 105. Presen- 
tation to Mr. Cunningham fnuti the authoress. 

No copy is in the British Museum. Where can I 
see one ? And what is the nature of the booklet ? 

J. M. Bulloch. 

8C3. Dr. George Bethune.— Can any reader 
furnish the date of the death of this American divine, 
who is best known as the author of **Thc Auld 
Scotch Sangs," and supply any information concern- 



ing him in addition to that given in ** Modern Scot- 
tish Poets"? William Harvey. 

804. "Beside the Bonnie Brier Bush." — 
The version of this lyric which is most popular is 
that in which the second stanza begins with the 
words ** In days of mair simplicity." The late 
Robert Ford, in his "Vagabond Songs and Ballads/' 
says that it was written by an Edinburgh man, 
whose name I heard but have forgotten." Can any 
reader supply biographical information concerning 
the author? William Harvey. 

805. **A GuiD New Year to Ane an* A*." — 
When did Peter Livingstone, the author of this 
popular song, die, and where was he resident at the 
time of his death ? William Harvey. 

806. The Highland Independent Companies. 
— What was the date of raising the first of these 
companies? Are the records of any of them yet 
extant, and, if so, where are these preserved ? 

H. D. McW. 

♦ 

answers. 

595. Lawrance Subscribers to Jambs For- 
dyce's Hymns, 1787 (and S., VI., 191).— Will Mr. 
R. Johnston Robertson pardon my seeming neglect 
to answer his query? I have in preparation for 
publication in instalments in this monthly a list of 
all Lawrances, La\vrences, Lawries, Lowries, and a 
variety of other forms of the surname, which I have 
extracted from the Poll Book of 1696 (lent to me by 
Mr. P. J. Anderson). At the same time I teke the 
opportunity of informing Mr. Robertson that, since 
his query appeared, I have letters from several per- 
sons asking for family history details. 

Robert Murdoch. 

768. James Murdoch, Author (2nd S., VIII., 
29, 48).— It may be noted that James Murdoch, M.A., 
issued in 1903, in collaboration with Isoh Yamagata, 
"A History of Japan" during the century of early 
foreign intercourse (1542-1651), with maps; Kobe, 
Japan. Published at the office of the Chronicle^ 
viii. -H743 pp. R. Robertson. 

784. Rhyme on Snuff (2nd S., VIII., 77, 95).— 
Repeated fifty 3rear8 ago by a native of the Braes of 
Conglass : — 

.Sneetam, snatum, snuff ! 

Fine, htalthy stuff ; 

ClMrs the eeo an' quickens the sanses, 

A little o't dis for sma' expenses. 

Is the first line a reminiscence of the Latin grace of 
old times? G. VV. 

792. Gordon House Academy, Kentish Town, 
London (2nd S., VIII., 91).— If conjecture be per- 
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missible on the subject of this query, it might be ' 
surmised that some person bearing the name of | 
Gordon once resided in what came to be afterwards j 
known as Gordon House, and that, on leaving it, i 
the dwelling was converted into an educational ' 
seminary. Does it not now do duty as a private I 
hotel ? In the closing years of the eighteenth ' 
century the Rev. Sir Adam Gordon was rector of 
West Tilbury, Essex. He, or some other person of 
the name, may conceivably have occupied a London 
house, which in course of time became known by 
the name of its owner. W. 

793. Edith Aitkbn (2nd S., VIII., gi).— I am I 
unable to furnish the date required by **Alba,** or, 
indeed, to throw any light on the life of Miss Edith 
Aitken, the actress. Perhaps, however, such a ' 
book as Dr. Doran's •* Memories of Glasgow," pub- 
lished in 1878, and covering the period between i860 
and 1877, might supply the desired information. 
Dr. Doran possessed an extensive acquaintance with 
members of the theatrical profession. W. 

75^. David Lyndbay (2nd S., VIII., 92). — No 
mention is made of ** David Lyndsay" in Halkett 
and Laing's " Dictionary of Anonymous and Pseudo- 
nymous Literature," and no copy of his book appears 
in the Edinburgh Advocates' Library Catalogue." 
"The London Catalogue of Books" (1816-51) 
assigns ** Dramas of the Ancient World " to ** David 
Lyndsay." It was an octavo volume, published at 
los. 6d. by Cadell. This attribution, however, is 
discounted by the statement, made in explicit terms, 
by Mr. Ralston Inglis (an indefatigable and careful 
investigator), that '* David Lyndsay " was merely a 
nom de plume. All trace of the author seems now 
to be lost. As "Alba" puts it, his real name is 
probably now " lapped in oblivion." ** Alba's" con- 
jecture that he was a clergyman is plausible as well 
as ingenious. S. 

705. "Coxswain Johnnib" (2nd S., VIII., 92). — 
Perhaps the song so named may be given in " Vaga- 
bond Songs and Ballads, with Notes and Music," 
published, I believe, in two series by Mr. Gardner, 
Paisley, and for which the late Mr. Robert Ford 
collected materials. Failing this, I fear Mr. Alan 
Reid will need to depend on oral recitation in order 
to procure a copy of the song. S. 

796. Robert Gordon of Xeres Dfe la Fron- 
tera (2nd S., VIII., 92). — I have examined the 
marriage registers of a few old magazines dated 1796 
and 1827, but have failed to find any reference to 
the marriage either of father or daughter. Might 
not Lang's (J. D.) ''Historical and Statistical Account 
of New South Wales" (1834, 2 vols.) supply some 
information concerning Mrs. Macduff Baxter, the 
daughter of Robert Gordon? I incline to believe 
this Gordon to have been of the family of Gordon of 
Auchendolly, of which several members held posses- 
sions in the West Indies. W. 



797. Ramsay op Abbotshall and Waughton 
(2nd S.,VIII., 92).— Sir Alexander Grant (" History of 
Edinburgh University," I., 200) states that the Rev. 
Andrew Ramsay, rector of the University and minis- 
ter in Edinburgh, was a younger son of Ramsay of 
Balmain, and that his elder brother "was one of 
the first batch of baronets." Foster (** Members of 
Parliament: Scotland"), Anderson ("Scottish Na- 
tion"), and Burke (** Baronetage")— but the latter 
less explicitly— agree in recording only two Sir 
Andrews. Speaking of Sir Andrew (No. 2 in the 
query), Foster says: " First knighted by the usurper 
Cromwell ; created a baronet of Nova Scotia 23rd 
January, 1669 ; married Anne, daughter of Hugh 
Montgomerie, 7th earl of Eglinton, and died s.p. 
1709." It is clearly established by an entry in the 
" Edinburgh Register of Interments " that dame 
Hepburn (who died in 1672) was the wife of Sir 
Andrew Ramsay (No. i). W. 

798. The Grants of Auchannachy (2nd S., 
VIII., 92).— If H. D. McW. will consult Jervise's 
" Epitaphs," he will find some account of the Leslies 
of Kininvie. As much, at least, may be inferred 
from a statement made by the editor of the last edi- 
tion of Shaw's "History of the Province of Moray." 
The editor, Mr. Gordon, partly quotes Jervise's 
list of names, and adds further that a genealogical 
tree of the Leslies of Kininvie had been prepared by 
Mr. A. Young Leslie of Kininvie. " The Annals of 
IJanff " (2 vols.) in the " New Spalding Club," and 
Burke's ** Landed Gentry," might also be consulted. 
Perhaps Auchannachy is a mistake for some other 
name. May it not be intended for Auchernack in 
the parish of Abernethy, county of Inverness ? 

W. S. 

Perhaps Auchannachy may be the old form for 
Auchindachy, a Banffshire village three and a half 
miles south-west of Keith. I believe the local pro- 
nunciation of the word is as spelt in the query. 

J. G. R. 

799. Mr. George Caw, Printer, Hawick (2nd 
S., VIII., 92).— Hailing myself from the Border 
country, I regret my inability to add fresh details to 
Mr. James Sinton's interesting account of George 
Caw, the Hawick printer. Mr. Sinton supposes 
that he carried on business in Edinburgh and Hawick 
simultaneously. Hardly likely, I think. More pro- 
bably he transferred his business from Edinburgh 
to Hawick for a tew years. It is true that the 
" Sermons" of Dr. Charters of Wilton are claimed 
as a Hawick book, while, at the same time, it is 
true that the Sermons " appear in catalogues as 
published in Edinburgh. The explanation, I sup- 
pose, is that some Edinburgh publisher undertook 
to share with Caw the risks of publication. Or, the 
book may have been printed in Hawick but published 
in Edinburgh. Be that as it may, there is a later 
work from Caw's press than any Mr. Sinton has 
noted. I have in my possession an old, shabby, 
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bruised, battered, but iortunately complete copy of 
Boston's •* View of the Covenant of Grace," which 
bears the imprint, "Hawick: Printed by George 
Caw. 1787." It is the last production I have heard 
of as coming from Caw's press. Shortly afterwards, 
he seems to have returned to Edinburgh. At all 
events, a ** Sermon on Alms," by Dr. Charters of 
Wilton, has its third edition imprinted Edinburgh : 
Printed by George Caw. 1795." Probably he was 
not more than seven or eight years altogether in 
Hawick. The name Caw is not very common. 
Perhaps, if Mr. Sinton would communicate with 
the courteous and accomplished curator of the 
Scottish National Portrait Gallery, Edinburgh, Mr. 
J. L. Caw, he might learn something about the Caw 
family in Scotland. W. S. 

800. Prince Charlie's Persian Horse (2nd 
S., Vni., 93).— No doubt W. M. M. is right in 
supposing the Chevalier indicated on his engraving 
to be the "Old Pretender," commonly known as 
"The Chevalier," or, more correctly, "The Old 
Chevalier," to distinguish him from his son, Prince 
Charlie, "The Young Chevalier." Chevaliers, how- 
ever, abounded in those days. The aide-de-camp 
of Lord George Murray, commanding the rebel 
forces during the '45, was called the Chevalier de 
Johnstone. Another chevalier of the same period, 
Andrew Michael Ramsay, happened, curiously 
enough, to be tutor to the Old Pretender's two sons 
for a short time it Rome, but was driven from the 
city by the intrigues of certain persons connected 
with the Pretender's court. There can be no reason- 
able doubt^ however, that James, the Old Pretender, 
is meant by the title "Chevalier" in the query. 
The engraving itself I take to have been a kmd of 
political cartoon, having perhaps some recondite 
allegorical reference to the tale of the " Enchanted 
Horse "in the "Arabian Nights." Probably it was 
originally circulated in this country at the time of 
some Parliamentary election, when feeling ran high 
between partisans of the rival families of Stuart and 
Hanover. So far as I can recall in history, there is 
no horse associated with Prince Charlie's name — 
much less a Persian horse. On the other hand, his 
meteoric career might well suggest the Arabian 
legend of the " Enchanted Horse," which was pre- 
sented, by the way, with no good intent, to the 
monarch of Persia. W. S. 

♦ 

Xiteratnre. 

A Jacobite Stronghold of the Church, being 
the Stor>' of Old St. Paul's, Edinburgh: its 
Origin on the Disestablishment of Episcopacy 
in Scotland, 1689, through Jacobite years on- 
ward to the Oxford Movement ; and its Relation 
to the Scottish Consecration in 1784 of the first 
Bishop of the American Church. By Mary E. 
Ingram, Edinburgh. Edinburgh : R. Grant 



and Son. 1907. [10+124 PP-» crown 8vo, with 
four illustrations.] 

Under this long and somewhat ambiguous 
title Miss Ingram gives a most painstaking and 
interesting narrative of a hitherto neglected 
phase of the intimate connection between the 
Jacobite and Episcopal parties during the politi- 
cal struggle. Old St. Paul's was a church mili- 
tant, buoyant when the tide of war was with 
them and pathetically depressed as the fated 
Jacobitism ripened to a "lost cause" — a cause, 
however, which to this day does not lack its 
adherents. If we eliminate the warlike cle- 
ment. Old St. Paul's as a church bears a strong 
family likeness to other churches, but it is 
gratifying to note that, after toil and storm, 
pains and penalties, have come times of progress 
and prosperity more affluent than this old his- 
torical church ever before enjoyed. 

* 
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ABERDEEN, FEBRUARY, igoy. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY OF WORKS ON THE 
STEWART AND STUART FAMILIES. 

In accordance with the request gf Mr. Eugene 
Fairfield McPike (2nd S., VII., 53), I herewith 
append a list of published works bearing upon 
the history of the above surnames. These have 
been collected from various sources, notably 
from Mr. G. Harvey Johnston's bibliography 
contained in his work, " Heraldry of the Stew- 
arts," published this year. As I am contem- 
plating the publishing of addenda to the pub- 
lished notes on clan literature marshalled by 
Mr. P. J. Anderson (ist S., V., 125, 126; 2nd 
S., I., 190, 191), additional references may be 
sent, addressed to me, c/o the Editor of this 
journal. 

1. A Trcwe Description of the Nobill Race of the 

Stewards. Amsterdam, 1603, folio. 

2. Memoirs of the Family of the Stuarts, and the 



Remarkable Providence of God towards them. 
By John Watson. London, 1683, Svo. 

3. Defence of the Royal Line of Scotland. By Sir 

George Mackenzie. Two tracts. London, 
1685, Svo ; 1686, 4to. 

4. Royal Family Described: or, the Characters of 

James I., Charles I., Charles II., James II. 
By Mr. Stewart. London, 1702, 4to. 

5. Chronological, Genealogical, and Historical Dis- 

sertation of the Royal Family of the Stuarts. 
By Matthew Kennedy. Paris, 1705, 8vo. 

6. A Genealogical History of the Stewarts from the 

year 1034-1710. By George Crawfurd. Edin- 
burgh, 1710, folio; Paisley, 1782, 4to (con- 
tinued) ; Paisley, 1818, 4to (continued). 

7. Genealogical and Historical Account of the Illus- 

trious Name and Family of Stewart, to the 
Accession of the Imperial Crown of Scotland. 
By David Simson. Edinburgh, 1712, 8vo; 
London, 1713, 4to. 

8. Essay on the Origin of the Royal Family of the 

Stewarts. By Richard Hay. Edinburgh, 1722, 
4to; 1793. 

9. A Short Historical and Genealogical Account of 

the Royal Family of Scotland, and of the Sur- 
name, from the First Founder of that Name. 
By Duncan Stewart. Edinburgh, 1739, 4to, 
with chart. 

10. The Right of the House of Stewart to the Crown 
of Scotland Considered. Edinburgh, 1746 
(second edition). 

11. Letters to the Right Hon. Lord Mansfield, from 
Andrew Stewart, on the History and Gene- 
alogies of the Stewarts. 1773. 

12. State of the Evidence for Proving that Sir John 
Stuart of Castlemilk is the Lineal Heir Male of 
Sir William Stuart of Castlemilk, who lived in 
the Fourteenth Century. 1794, 4to. 

13. An Historical Genealogy of the Royal House of 
Stuart. By Mark Noble. London, 1795, 4to. 

14. Genealogical History of the Stuarts, from the 
Earliest Period of their Authentic History to the 
Present Time. By Andrew Stuart, M.P, Lon- 
don, 1798, 4to. 

15. Genealogy of the Stewarts Refrited. By Sir 
Henry Steuart. Edinburgh, 1799, 4to. (Being 
a letter to Andrew Stuart, M.P.; No. 14.) 

16. Supplement to the Genealogical History of the 
Stewarts. By Andrew Stuart 1799, 4to. 

17. View of the Evidence for Proving that the 
Paternal Ancestor of the Present Earls of 
Galloway was the Second Son of Sir Alexander 
Stewart of Darnley. By E, Williams, 1801, ^to. 



Digitized by Google 



114 



SCOTTISH NOTES AND QUERIES 



[February, 1907 



18. Salt Foot Controversy, involving the Descent 
of the Family of Allanton. By J. Riddell. 
Edinburgh, 1818, 8vo. 

19. Genealogical Account of the Royal House of 
Stuart, from the Year 1043 down to the Present 
Period. By Thomas Waterhouse. Grantham, 
1826, 8vo. 

20. Jacobite Minstrelsy, with Notes containing His- 
torical Details in Relation to the House of Stuart 
from 1640 to 1784. Glasgow, 1829. 

21. History of the Partition of the Earldom of Len- 

nox, with a Vindication of the Antiquities of 
Merchiston and Thirlestane. By Mark Napier. 
Edinburgh, 1835, 8vo. 

22. Additional Remarks upon the Question of the 
Lennox or Rusky Representation. By JoHn 
Riddell. 1835, 8vo. 

23. Coltness Collections, comprising Memorials of 
the Stewarts of Allanton, Coltness, etc. By 
Mrs. Calderwood. 1842, 410. 

24. Stewartiana, containing the Case of King Robert 
II. and Elizabeth Mure. By J. Riddell. Edin- 
burgh, 1843, 8vo. 

25. Genealogical and Historical Sketch of the 
Stuarts of the House of Castle Stuart in Ire- 
land. By the Hon. A. G. Stuart. With plates. 
Edinburgh, 1854, 4to. 

26. Fitzallan and Stuart. By Ayton. 1856. 

27. Descendants of the Stuarts: an Unchronicled 
Page in England's History. By William Town- 
end. Portraits and genealogical trees. London, 
February, 1858, 8vo ; October, 1858, 8vo ; 1867, 
8vo. 

28. Red Book of Grantully. By Sir William Eraser. 
Edinburgh, 1868, 4to. 2 vols. 

29. The Lennox. By Sir William Eraser. Edin- 
burgh, 1874, 4to. 2 vols. 

30. Memorials of the Stewarts of Fothergill, Perth- 
shire, and their Male Descendants, with an 
Appendix containing Title Deeds, various Docu- 
ments of Interest in the History. By Charles 
Poyntz Stewart, M.A., Trin. Coll., Camb.; 
F.S.A. Scot, etc. Printed lor private cir- 
culation by W. & A. K. Johnston, Edinburgh 
and London, 1879, 4to, 160 pp. Full of pedi- 
grees and facsimiles of charters (1455 upwards), 
arms, views, etc. 

31. The Lanox of Auld : an Epistolatory Review of 
'•The Lennox," by William Eraser. By Mark 
Napier. Edinburgh, 1880, 4to. 

32. Stuart of Allanbank (1643 -1880). By Louisa L. 
Forbes. Folding sheet. Edinburgh, 1880. 

33. Stewarts of Appin. By John H. J. and Lieut. - 
Col. Duncan Stewart. Edinburgh, 1880, 4to. 

34. Red Book of Menteith. By Sir William Eraser. 
Edinburgh, 1880, 4to (2 vols.). 

35. Dukes of Albany and their Castle of Doune. By 

Sir William Eraser. Edinburgh, i88i, 4to. 

36. Stuart of Allanbank Family History, including 
the Families of Bethune, Eden, Elliot, Marjori- 
banks, Stuart, and Trotter. Their pedigrees 
compiled by Mrs. G. E. Forbes. 1881. 



37. Red Book of Menteith Reviewed. By George 
Burnett. Edinburgh, 1881, small 4to. 

38. Sidelights on the Stuarts, with Portraits, Fac- 
similes of Documents, etc. By F. A. Inderwick. 
1888, 8vo. 

39. Exhibition of the Royal House of Stuart A 
catalogue of Jacobite pictures, relics, etc. Lon- 
don, 1889. 

40. The Royal House of Stuart. Illustrated by a 
series of 40 coloured plates drawn from relics ot 
the Stuarts by William Gibb; ^vith an intro- 
duction by John Skelton, and descriptive notes 
by W. H. St John Hope. London, 1890. 

41. Some Account of the Stuarts of Aubigny in 
France. By Lady Elizabeth Cust (1422-1672.) 
1891. 

42. Pedigree of the House of Stewart Compiled 
for the Stewart Exhibition. By W. A. Lindsay. 
Large chart, 1891. 

43. Studies on Peerage and Family History. By 
J. Horace Round. London, 1901, 8vo. 

44. The Story of the Stewarts. Printed for the 
Stewart Society, 1901. The author of this 
volume is Mr. James King Stewart He is, 
says The Celtic Monthly (XIII., page 141 
[1905]), descended in one line from Stewarts of 
Tulloch and Invervack in Atholl, and in another, 
from Stewarts in Glengairn and Strathdon in 
Aberdeenshire. The same journal states that 
he has also started a genealogical and historical 
magazine (** The Stewarts ") for the Society, 
acts as editor, and has contributed articles on 
the present heir male of the Stewarts, which 
inter alia trace the early history of the rival 
families of Galloway and Castle Stuart. On 
his favourite subject he writes with care and 
authority, and has the happy faculty of present- 
ing his historical information in a manner inter- 
esting alike to the general reader and the 
genealogical expert. 

45. The Stuarts: Illustrations of Personal History 
of the Family (especially Mary Queen of Scots) 
in i6th, 17th, and i8th Century Art. By J. J. 
Foster. 2 vols., folio. Published by Dickinson, 
London, 1902. 

46. The Heraldry of the Stewarts, with Notes on 
all Males of the Family, Descriptions of the 
Arms, Plates, and Pedigrees. By G. Harvey 
Johnston, author of ** Scottish Heraldry made 
Easy." Edinburgh and London: W. & A. K. 
Johnston, Limited, 1906. 4to, contains 8 plates, 
with representations of 128 arms in colour, 
recorded by Stewarts. 

47. Society of Antiquaries of Scotland Publications. 
Vol. XX. : Charm Stone of the Stewarts of 
Ardvorlish. By Sir Noel Paton. (Also Vol. 
XXVIL) Vol. XXIX., Monumental Effigy. 

48. Last of the Royal Stuarts: Henry Stuart, 
Cardinal Duke of York. By Herbert M. 
Vaughan, B.A.Oxon. 8vo. Metheun, London, 
1906. 

I Aberdeen. Robert Murdoch. 
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MADELINE SMITH. ^ 

The trial of this woman for alleged poisoning 
of her French leman in 1857 was the greatest 
Scottish criminal case of the last century. I was 
in Glasgow at the time, and, like other people, 
made a pilgrimage to Blythwood Square, and had 
"a guid glower at the hoose," and I vividly re- 
member the wrangles at night and street fights 
during the course of the trial. There are plenty 
of books on this famous case, and therefore I 
am not going to trespass therein ; but I cannot 
help recalling to mind that the verdict of " Not 
proven " seemed to interest our southron friends 
more than the crime itself—" Ah ! so un-English 
you know." They considered that their own 
clumsy legal procedure was the perfection of 
human wisdom ; other people denounce it as 
obsolete jargon and a complex maze of cobweb- 
bery. But I must not digress, for my concern is 
solely for the accused woman's Australian career. 

Madeline Smith's life for fifteen years after 
her trial is a blank not easily tilled up. A writer 
in the Scotsman appears to know all about it, and 
I am somewhat timorous in venturing to ques- 
tion the dictum of so oracular an authority. How- 
ever, I candidly confess that I do not believe in 
the story of her triple marriage— it is sensation 
run mad. Her first mate is stated to have been 
some English parson, attracted thereto by an 
annuity which she had — likely bait for a greedy 
chunk, but scarcely good enough for a clergy- 
man, who would have been shunned thereafter m 
any decent society. Her second husband, Dr. 
Tudor Hora, was in reality the only one she ever 
had. The story of her third husband, a Mr. 
Wardle, is a myth. Of that I feel confident. Dr. 
Hora was a Welsh medical student at Glasgow 
University, and acquainted with her before 
the trial. He was fascinated with her attractive- 
ness, for she was a grand-looking lady, even 
when fifty years old, when I saw her for the first 
time. She was married shortly after her trial, 
and they are reported to have lived in Wales, 
London, the Continent, and even America. 
It is all conjecture ; but we get trustworthy 
evidence that they lived together in Perth, West. 
Australia, during the seventies. Dr. Hora 
was in practice there, and she was a proficient 
pianist, and I presume that they lived comfort- 
ably, especially with that annuity of hers — to 
wit, ;^40o per annum. 

But the Scotsman scribe avers that she was 
discovered in Perth by some Glasgow blathers- 
kite, and in consequence had to make a hasty 
flight to Melbourne. We are likewise told that 
she evinced unusual emotion at a public concert 
on hearing Robert Gilfillan's song, " Oh why left 



I my hame?" and had to leave. May or may 
not be true. I mjrself have seen hardy Scotch 
stonemasons weeping on hearing Sandy Hume's 
fine song, " The Scottish Emigrant's Farewell," 
which I have heard poor Sandy himself sing in 
the lang ago. I am inclined to discard both 
stories. Recently I had a long interview with an 
old journalistic friend, a warm-hearted son of Erin, 
who had spent fifteen years in West Australia, 
living mostly in Subiaco, a suburb of the city of 
Perth, which is the capital of that colony. I 
asked him about Madeline Smith, and gave him 
an outline of her history, winding up with the 
song yarn, which he termed, contemptuously, 
" sentimental rot." He said he had never heard 
of her before, and then assured me that, although 
there were good men— "real white men" — on the 
gold-fields, the place swarmed with scallawags 
and swindlers, blackguards and demireps, heed- 
less of morality and religion, not caring a straw 
who their neighbours were, only anxious to keep 
their antecedents in the dark, intent on making 
their pile by fair or foul means (no matter which), 
and then clear out of the colony for somewhere 
else to spend it Society was demoralised and 
fluctuating, new-comers arriving, old ones going 
away, or "joining the majority," and all in a 
state of feverish unrest, sometimes convulsed 
with rumours of richer diggings farther off, when 
there would be a general stampede in that 
direction. 1857 was to them very ancient 
history, and they were more interested in 
present "sticking up," and bushranging exploits ; 
the poisoning of a favourite dog affected them 
more than the accidental one of a frog-eating 
Frenchman. He laughed scornfully at the idea 
of any woman being molested on account of the 
past, and as I had myself edited an up-country 
newspaper in a mining township, I knew he was 
right,and accjuiesced in the justice of his remarks. 

The fact is that Dr. and Mrs. Hora tired of 
Perth, as many colonists do, and came to Mel- 
bourne during the eighties. He started in prac- 
tice at Footscray, a quasi-salubrious suburb, 
sacred to bone-mills and boiling-down rookeries. 
Here Madeline was recognised, for my niece liv- 
ing there questioned me keenly about the trial of 
1857, and then told me that Mrs. Hora, when 
she took a walk abroad, was stared at persistently 
and even followed. This espionage becoming 
insupportable. Dr. Hora removed to Lygon 
Street, Carlton, and not to North Melbourne, as 
stated by some writers. I was living there 
myself, and know positively that she did not 
reside there. 1 had to pass and repass Dr. 
Hora's surgery pretty often on my way to work 
in the Exhibition Building in the Gardens, and 
was on the look-out for Madeline, whom I did 
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see occasionally. From my niece's description 
I soon spotted the heroine. Of course I kept 
my knowledge to myself. At night Dr. Hora 
had a flaring red lantern over the door, and on 
going home one evening I saw Madeline enter- 
ing the house. Knowing that she was a woman 
with a past," I had a good look at her before she 
shut the door. A man standing on the kerb 
remarked to me, ** That's the doctor's wife, she's 
a regular tragedy queen." His guess, although 
made at random, was nearer the mark than he 
supposed ; but I said nothing, inly cogitating 
upon Clytemnestra, Beatrice Cenci, and Mary 
Blandy, and that Madeline Smith had been more 
fortunate than any of them. 

Shortly after, on New- Year's Day, I had 
further confirmation, for a number of ** brither 
Scots" visited me, and we had *'a wee drappie 
o't." Amongst the company was a commercial 
traveller from New Zealand, named Telford, who 
was generally a loquacious chap ; but on this 
occasion he was abnormally dull and distrait. 
He was rallied upon his silence, and after an 
extra "toothfu"' he thusly unburdened himself : — 
**Weel, boys, I confess that I am troubled in 
mind. I saw Madeline Smith in the Carlton 
Gardens this morning. We had been children 
together in Glasgow, and knew each other at 
sight. Poor woman ! she is very unhappy, and 
she implored me to keep her secret. I feel 
deeply affected at this chance interview, and 
cannot efface it from my mind." I told him not 
to worry over the matter, for it was an open 
secret to us all, as we had known it for some 
time, and had no intention to harass the 
unfortunate woman. 

Well, Dr. Hora died about 1889, and I 
presume that his widow returned to West 
Australia, where she had acquaintances, and in 
all probability died at Perth on the 20th 
September, 1893. I have three sufficient reasons 
for this statement 

First, — I was in Melbourne at the time of her 
alleged death there, and never heard a word 
about it, although I am an assiduous reader of 
the daily press ; but I did see a paragraph 
some weeks after that date to the effect that 
Madeline Smith had died in Perth. Some Scotch 
friends talked about it. Thousands of miles 
separate Melbourne from Perth, and the 
colony of South Australia inter\'enes between. 
1 \ takes a week's steaming, the run between the 
ports. I have made that voyage. Home writers 
make sad blunders in our geography. 

Second, — I ransacked the files of the Mel- 
bourne Argus Age for September, 1893, 
saw no announcement of the death of Mrs. 
Hora, or Wardle, or funeral notice either, and it 



must be a poverty-stricken person, indeed, whose 
friends cannot afford that expense, Madeline 
Smith was never in want of money. 

Third. — I went to the Melbourne General 
Cemetery, and interviewed the secretary (a Scot) 
in his office anent the matter. He declared 
that he had never heard that Madeline Smith 
had been buried there, and at my desire he 
overhauled the register of interments for 
September and October, 1893. Result — No 
Madeline Smith, Hora, or Wardle buried there 
during those months, or even of any woman 
with the Christian name of Madeline. 

Such are my reasons for disbelief that 
Madeline Smith died in Melbourne. Poor, 
erring, passionate creature ! She found an " unco 
grave " in the Perth Cemetery, in all probability, 
amongst the waifs and strays there garnered in 
from all parts of the world. 

Alba- 

Melbourne, Australia. 

* 

lawranceandl.wvrence families 
in aberdeenshire, 1696. 

Always interested in genealogical publications 
and works dealing with family history, and more 
so since I became a subscriber to this journal, 
I have extracted the whole notes relating to the 
above surname and its variations from the Poll 
Book of 1696, which I hope will be found of 
service to those engaged in family history. To 
Mr. P. J. Anderson I am indebted for the use of 
the volumes whence the references are taken. 
The Rev. James Forrest, The Manse, Lonmay, 
has also greatly lightened my labours by assist- 
ing in making genealogical deductions of Law- 
rences in his district. Should this meet the eye 
of any person bearing the surname in Buchan, 
I hope they will communicate with me, and 
thus help to gather together sufficient materials 
for the genealogy of the name for future pub- 
lication. 

VOLUME \. 

Parish of Crathik. 
152. Alexander Lowrie, and his wife, of generall 

poll I2S. 

Parish of Bethelnie. Frosterhill. 
324. Margarat Laurence, servant, for fee and gene- 
rall poll, is los. 

Parish of Invernochtie. Corneill. 
541. Item, William Lawrence, his servant, £q of 
fee per annum, fortieth pairt whereof is 4s. 6d., 
and generall poll, 6s., inde both is los. 6d. 
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Parish of Peterhead. 

549. Note : — Christian Hamptoun, in Invernettie, 

1696, paid 36s. (was tennent). 

550. Christian Hamptoun, in Invernettie, her pro- 

portione of the valued rent, ut supra, is 
£1 i6s. 8d., of generall poll is . £2 2S. 8d. 

Note : — The above is inserted for reference, as 
Thomas Lawrance and his wife, Isobel Reid, 
occupied the farm for a number of years. 
Thomas Lawrance was formerly a farmer in 
Cairnchina, Lonmay. Both he and his wife 
are said to be buried in the old churchyard at 
Peterhead. 

Peterhead. Dens. 

565. Alexander Tulloch of Clerkhill, his valuatione 
in the said parioch is . £^^ os. od. 
The hundreth pairt whereof is payable be the 
tennents (one of whom was) William Law- 
rance 8s. 

565. The said William Lawrance, his proportione 
of valued rent is 8s., and of generall poll 6s., 

inde both is 14s. 

Janet Bruce, his wyfe (no children) . 6s. 

LONGSIDE. 

580. Margaret Lawrence, spous to George Mill, 

tennent in Rora 6s. 

John Milne, his sone, living in the familie, 6s. 
Elspet Milne, his daughter, her generall poll 
is 6s. 

Strichen. 

601. Alexander Lawrence, tennent in Hilsyde 6s. 
Michael Pittendreich in Roodbog . . los. 

Southmaines. 

602. Margaret Laurance, ther, payes . 6s. 

BOKROWHILL. 

602. John Innes, tennent ther, and his wife, their 
generall poll 12s. 

His proportione of valued rent is . . 6s. 

Patrick Lawrance, his herd, his fee per annum 
;C3, fortieth pairt whereof is is. 6d., and 
generall poll 6s., both ... 75 6d. 

Walkmilne. 

604. Elizabeth Lawrence, spous to James Eraser, 

Stewart to the Laird of Streichen, who is 

already classed in his own familie 6s. 

HiLLSYDE. 

607. Alexander Lawrence, tennent ther, and his 

wife I2S. 

And for valuatione . . .6s. 



ROODBOO. 

Michael Pittendreich, tennent ther, and his 

wife 128. 

And for valuatione .... los. 

Parish of Deer. Skillimarno. 

611. John Lawrence, grassman, and his wife 12s. 

Milne Bruxie. 

612. Thomas Lawrence, servant, fee per annum £^, 

fortieth pairt and generall poll 8s. 

Benwalls. 

William Lawrence, weaver, and his wife j8s. 

Quart-Ale-House. 

613. William Lawrence, tennent, and his wile, and 

for valuatione . . . 7s. od. 

And for Alexander Durie, his man, fee per 

annum £6, fortieth pairt with generall poll, gs. 
William Lawrence, grassman, and his wife, 12s. 

WiNDIEWALLS. 

615. John Lawrence, weaver, and his wife - i8s. 

MiDLE Aden. 

616. George Lawrence, grassman, and his mother, 

I2S. 

MiDLE Altrie. 

617. Alexander Lawrence, boy, fee per annum £^, 

fortieth pairt and generall poll . 7s. 6d. 

Burnehill. 

George Lawrence, boy, fee per annum 2 merks, 
fortieth pairt and generall poll 6s. 8d. 

Newtone. 

624. Andrew Lawrence, subtenent, and his wife, 128. 

Isobell Lawrance, servant, fee per annum 
£2 6s. 8d., fortieth pairt and generall poll, 

7s. 2d. 

Nether Pitfower. 

Thomas Lawrence, tennent, and for valuatione, 

1 8s. 

Alexander, Robert, and Jean Lawrences, his 

children i8s. 

Jean and Margrett Lawrences, grasswomen, 

I2S. 

Crvallie. 

627. George Lawrence, grassman, and his wife, 12s. 

William Lawrence, herd, his fee per annum 
£2y fortieth pairt and generall poll is . 7s. 
Walter Lawrence, weaver, and his wife i8s. 

Over Creichie. 

628. William Lawrence, grassman, and his wife, 12s. 
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Town of Clolae West. 
629. Agnes Lawrence, grasswoman . 6s. 

Brae of Biffie. 
631. Jean Lawrence, grasswoman . 6s. 

Milne of Skelmure and Corthicran. 

633. Alexander Lawrance, fee per annum fortieth 

pairt and generall poll is . . . los. 

New Knock. 

634. George Lawrence, servant, fee per annum ;f 8, 

fortieth pairt and generall poll . los. 

Wester Knock. 
George Lawrence, grassman, and his wife, 12s. 

Kings Crown. 

638. George Lawrence, fee per annum 11 merks, 
fortieth pairt and general poll gs. 8d. 

John Lawrence, byreman, fee per annum £16, 
fortieth pairt and generall poll . .14s. 

Parish of Rathen. 

641. The Lord Saltoune, his valuatione in the said 
paroch .... £'j^^ 68. 8d. 

His tennents as followes. 
John Lawrence in Rathen . . .7s. 
643. John Lawrence, wife at Rathen 6s. 

Robert Murdoch. 

(To he continued.) 
* 

^ Alex. J. Warden (2nd S., VIIL, 45, 64).— 
I return thanks to Mr. A. H. Millar, of Dundee, 
for his courtesy in answering my query. It gives 
the exact information wanted, and clearly shows 
the impress of a literary expert. I consulted 
the London Athenaum of 1892 for an obituary 
notice of Mr. Warden, as I thought that his able 
and useful volumes deserved that recognition 
which is usually given to people of smaller talent, 
but I was disappointed— nothing there ; and 
as the editor of that time was a Scot himself 
(the late Norman McColI), I was surprised at the 
omission. I daresay whatever Scottish procliv- 
ities he may have had, he was constrained to 
keep them in thraldom, lest he should offend the 
super-sensitiveness of his English patrons. 
None of Mr. Warden's books are in our public 
library, but I had a glance at the county history 
during a visit to the Old Land recently. 

Alba. 

Melbourne, Australia. 



NOTABLE MEN AND WOMEN OF 
FORFARSHIRE. 

1. Abercromby, David, M.D. : Medical 
Man and Author. Bom Seaton, near Arbroath 
(1620 or 1630), he is said to have died in 1695. 
The following works ascribed to him appear in 
the catalogue of the Advocates' Library, 
Edinburgh : — " De Variatione ac Varietate 
pulsus observationes : accessit ejusdem authoris 
nova medicinae tum speculativae, tum practicae 
clavis, sive ars explorandi medicas plantarum 
ac corporum quorumcumque facultates ex solo 
sapore," 1685 ; " A Discourse of Wit," 1686 ; 
" Fur Academicus, sive academia ornamenta 
spoliata a furibus, qui in Pamasso coram 
Apolline sistuntur, ubi criminis sui accusantur. 
et convincuntur. Editio secunda, 1701." A 
notice of him appears in an early edition of the 
" Encyclopccdia Britannica." 

2. Abercromby or Abercrombie, Patrick: 
Historian, etc. He was a Scottish physician, 
living in the latter half of the seventeenth and 
the beginning of the eighteenth centuries, re- 
garding whose history, however, we have only 
meagre and contradictory reports. According to 
the "National Dictionary of Biography," he was 
born in F'orfar, 1656: "third son of Alexander of 
Fetterneir, Aberdeenshire, a branch of the house 
of Birkenbog in Banffshire." Dr. Grosart puts 
his death in the year 1716, but the date seems 
unascertained. He published " The Advantages 
of the Act of Security compared with those of 
the intended Union : founded on the Revolution 
Principles publish'd by Mr. Daniel Defoe ; or, 
the present happy condition of Scotland, with 
respect to the certainty of its future honourable 
and advantageous establishment, demonstrated. 
Wherein is showed that both the projected Union, 
and a nomination of a successor to the Crown, 
tho' with limitations, cannot fail to comple.n the 
miseries of this Kingdom ; but that the Act of 
Security alone, if adher'd to, will infEillibiy 
retrive our lost happiness, and make us a rich 
and glorious people. 170(5." He was also the 
author of the well-known work, " The Martial 
Achievements of the Scots Nation : Being an 
account of the lives and characters and memor- 
able actions of such Scotsmen as have 
signaliz'd themselves by the sword at home and 
abroad, and a survey of the military transac- 
tions wherin Scotland or Scotsmen have been 
remarkably concerned, from the first establish- 
ment of the Scots monarchy to the present term, 
1711-1 5." He also published a translation of the 
" History of the Campaigns, 1548 and 1549," by 
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Jean de Beaugue, for which he wrote an intro- 
ductory preface. 

3. Adam, John : Poetaster. A veritable 
nomad, or, in plain Saxon, a tramp. Born in 
Dundee in 1832, he was wont to travel the 
country (if aliens may still do so) earning a 
precarious living by reciting his poetry and by 
the sale of pencil copies of his "generals." He 
is noticed in Mr. Alan Reid's Anthology of the 
Counties of Angus and the Mearns, who says of 
him "his verses are by no means despicable, 
but show occasional gleams of talent and flashes 
of humour." 

4. Adamson, Archibald K. : Poet and 
Author. Born in fVrbroath loth March, 1839, 
he worked in Glasgow and learned the brass- 
finishing trade. After becoming a foreman, he 
removed in 1870 to Kilmarnock. He published 
"Rambles round Kilmarnock" in 1875, ^^so 
" Rambles through the Land of Bums" in 1879. 
He has also written verses. His elder brother 
is author of "The Abbot of Aberbrothock" and 
other novels. 

5. Adie, Charles, D.D. : Divine of Church 
of Scotland. Bom Dundee 1785, educated at 
Grammar School and at St. Andrews University, 
he was licensed by the Presbytery of Dundee, 
and after a brief probationership was ordained 
parish minister of Tealing in 1814, but trans- 
lated to the South Church, Dundee, in 1826. 
He received his doctorate from St. Andrews in 
1833, and was translated and admitted to St. 
Mary's Church in 1848. He died 1861, aged 76. 
He published "A Series of Questions to explain 
and illustrate the nature and uses of the Lord's 
Supper," 1836, also "The Righteousness of a 
Nation : A Discourse," 1835, several other 
sermons and other compositions. In Dundee 
he ministered to a very large congregation. 
Never very robust, he yet enjoyed uninterrupted 
good health and was rarely absent from his 
pulpit. A Moderate in Church politics, but 
never a violent one, he declined the Moderator- 
ship of the General Assembly some years before 
his death. A tablet to his memory was placed 
in the East Church, Dundee, 1863. 

6. Adie, James : Geologist. A native of 
Dundee, and brought up in the Overgate, he 
showed from boyhood a great love of mountains 
and green fields. He was one of the original 
members of the "Dundee Literary and Scientific 
Institute," which met in a garret in the High 
Street. He made frequent excursions to the 
seashore, the Sidlaw Hills, and other localities, 



collecting botanical and geological specimens, 
and verifying his classifications of them by study 
in the Watt Museum. His attention was specially 
directed to geology, on which he wrote several 
interesting papers, showing considerable range 
of knowledge. In March, 1846, he went to 
Glasgow, and some time after emigrated to the 
United States, where he married, his wife, like 
himself, being a native of Dundee. Although in 
business, he devoted all his leisure hours to 
scientific pursuits. Some time before his death 
he was connected with the press in Canada. 
His end was a tragic one, for, having been 
summoned as a juryman to attend the Quarter 
Sessions held at Niagara, he was overtaken by a 
snowstorm and perished by exposure 6th April, 
1 85 5. Vide Norrie's " Dundee Celebrities." 

7. Aikman, Willlvm : Artist, Portrait 
Painter. In several works of reference this 
artist is said to have been a native of Aberdeen- 
shire, but the Cairney estate, where presumably 
he was born, and of which his father was pro- 
prietor, was situated near Arbroath, and was 
not, I believe, the Aberdeenshire Cairnie at all. 
He was born 24th October, 1682, the son of 
William, of Cairney, advocate, by Margaret, 
third sister of Sir John Clerk of Penicuik. 
Meant by his father for the law, he preferred to 
follow art, and in 1707, on his father's death, 
sold his patemal estate,' and proceeded to Rome 
to study the great masters. He returned to 
Scotland in 1702, after having visited Constantin- 
ople and Smyma. Patronised by the Duke of 
Argyll, he settled as a portrait painter in London 
in 1723. He was much employed by the aristoc- 
racy, and had among his friends the Duke of 
Devonshire, the Earl of Burlington, Sir Robert 
Walpole. He was also intimate with Pope, 
Swift, Arbuthnot, Gay, Mallet, and Thomson, 
and Allan Ramsay. Aikman died in 1731, and 
Was buried in Greyfriars Churchyard, Edinburgh. 

8. Airth, James: Minor Poet. Born 1804 
in Arbroath, and bred a baker, young Airth had 
many vicissitudes in life both in Scotland and 
America. He published 1848 " Maud's Dream," 
and other poems, and died in 1871. For fuller 
notice, see Edwards's " Modern Scottish Poets," 
Vol. VI. 

I 9. AiTKEN, Sir William, M.D., LL.D. : 
Pathologist and Author. A native of Dundee, 
and born 23rd April, 1825, this notable physician, 
after a distinguished career at Edinburgh 
University, where he graduated as M.D. and 
Gold Medallist in 1848, entered the Army 
Medical Service, where he ultimately became 
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Professor of Pathology, Army Medical School, 
Netley, and Examiner in Medicine for Army 
and Indian Medical Services. He was author 
(jointly with Dr. Lyons) of a "Report on the 
Pathology of the Diseases of the Army in the 
East," 1856 ; and also published, under his own 
name, " Outlines of the Science and Practice of 
Medicine," 1874 (2nd edit., 1882); **The Doctrine 
of Evolution in its Application to Pathology," 
1885 ; "The Growth of the Recruit and Young 
Soldier" (2nd edit., 1887); "On the Animal 
Alkaloids," 1887. He died in 1892. 

10. Alexander, Alexander Crichton 
(Rev.): United Free Church Minister and Poet. 
A native of Carnoustie, born in 1845, educated 
for the United Presbyterian ministry, he was 
ordained at Douglas in 1872, but translated to 
Stoke Newington, London, in 1883, where he 
laboured with much acceptance till a year or two 
ago, when he retired to Scotland, but soon after 
accepted a call to the United Free Church, 
Saline, where he at present labours. Mr. 
Alexander is a man of fine taste, writes graceful 
and cultured verse, some examples of which 
he published in 1865 and at later dates, while 
specimens of his work of a favourable kind are 
given in Edwards's " Modern Scottish Poets," 
Vol. V. 

11. Alexander, Charles : Canadian Phil- 
anthropist. Born 18 1 5 in Dundee, after a long 
and honoured career in Canada, lasting sixty- 
five years, he died in Montreal in the autumn 
of 1905. His death drew forth testimonies to 
his well-spent life from all parties and sects. 
He had been a director of several important 
financial and industrial institutions, all of which 
passed resolutions expressive of their esteem 
and sent representatives to the funeral. The 
hospitals, the Societies for the Protection of 
Women and Children and for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, the Boys' Home, the House 
of Refuge, the Deaf and Dumb Institution, 
the Fresh Air Fund, and the Sailors' Institution, 
of which and some others he was president, 
were all represented there by members of their 
committees. The members of the Board of Trade 
attended in a body with their president. The 
Harbour Board also attended, as well as many 
members of the Legislature, the City Council, 
and other leading citizens. Mr. Alexander had 
been senior deacon of the Congregational 
Church, but ministers of every Protestant de- 
nomination took part in the funeral service, the 
Archbishop of Quebec paying a beautiful tribute 
to the memory and worth of the dead, and con- 
cluding the service with the benediction. The 



late Sir John Leng, who was present at the 
service, gave at the time a graphic sketch of the 
scene in the Dundee Advertiser^ and spoke of 
his friend as one of the best men he had ever 
known, and a most generous supporter of many 
benevolent societies, as well as a laborious 
worker in connection with some of them. 

12. Alison, John : Successful Merchant 
Born 1763 in Dundee, he died 1845. 

the office of Distributor of Stamps for forty-six 
years. He was remarkable for the interest he 
took in all charitable institutions, and was 
known for the kindness and consideration with 
which he treated his clerks, all of whom were 
upwards of twenty years in his employment. 
See Norrie's " Dundee Celebrities ; or, Old 
Dundee.'' 

13. Allan, Archibald: Violinist. Bom 
Forfar, circa 1 794, he was a violinist and com- 
poser of great ability, and a player in Nathanael 
Gow's band. As a strathspey player he was 
probably the best of his day. He composed 
" Miss Gray of Carse," a beautiful slow strath- 
spey still much admired. He died in 1831, it is 
understood as the result of ill-treatment from 
some farm servants when going home from a 
ball. 

14. Allan, James : Violinist. Bom Forfar, 
7th October, 1800, he was a most admirable 
violin player, cousin and pupil of No. 13. Ac- 
cording to a competent judge, the nearest 
approach to Neil Cow's style of playing was 
Allan's performance of Daniel DoVs reel, 
" Bonnie Annie." Comparing the two cousins, 
another authority says that, "while Jamie had 
no chance with Archie in strathspe)- playing, it 
was doubtful if Archie could surpass him at liie 
reels." A concert for his benefit was given in 
the Kinnaird Hall, Dundee, in 1869. Allan 
possessed a splendid physique, and in his piime 
was a remarkably fine-looking man. He died 
at Forfar, i8th August, 1877. 

15. All.\n, James Steel: Violinist. Bom 
1846, probably in Forfar, he is son of No. 14. 
He played a solo at his father's benefit, which 
at once established his reputation as an artistic 
player. 

16. Allan, Robert B. : Violinist. Another 
son of No. 14, he is settled as a music teacher 
in Glasgow. 

Dollar. W. B. R. Wilson. 

(To ht continued,) 
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(Continued from 2nd S., Vol. VIII., p. 109.) 
[Supplementary. ] 

1743. The Christian Monthly History ^ or, an 
Account of the Revival and Progress of 
Religion Abroad and at Home. To be published 
monthly. No. i, for November. Acts xv., 3 : 
** And they passed through declaring the Con- 
version of the Gentiles : And they caused great 
joy unto all the Brethren." "Edinburgh: Printed 
by R Fleming and A. Alison, and sold by the 
Booksellers in Town and Country. MDCCXLIII." 
All this appeared on the first page, and resembled 
a general title for the whole periodical. 8vo, 
40+24 pp., printed across the page; price for 
copies on fine paper, 6d. ; on coarse, 4d. each. 
Arrangements were made for subscribers obtaining 
copies from specified booksellers in Glasgow, 
Aberdeen, Dundee, Perth, and Dumfries. 

This publication missed by two years being 
the first religious periodical for Scotland. It was 
preceded by the Weekly History, which began to 
appear in Glasgow in December, 1741, and existed 
for a year. They had a similar purpose, and both 
arose out of the religious revival which character- 
ised 1 741 -3. The Monthly was edited by James 
Robe, the minister at Kilsyth in whose congrega- 
tion the revival had been very prominent, and who 
is still remembered by his •* Narrative" of it. He 
used his first forty pages as a kind of introduction, 
dating it ** Kilsyth, November 15, 1743,"* in which 
he gave an account of the progress of the 
movement, and described the future contents of 
his journal. The latter were to include revival 
narratives from Scotland, England, and America, 
accounts of conversion from paganism, and of 
opposition encountered, as well as extracts and 
letters of a religious nature. The little periodical 
was accordingly intended to be both a history and 
a book of devotion. To carry out this design, 
Robe said it was " evident that a very extensive 
correspondence must be established," and he 
appealed to ministers and others to ** send infor- 
' mation as free of charge as possible to me or the 
printer of this paper."' The second part was 
occupied with narratives from New England, 
Kilsyth, etc. 

Six numbers altogether were sent out, and the 
paper then suspended publication. They had 



* It should be noted that magazines were actually issued at 
the end of the week or mouth for which they were dated, 
and not before the month began, as now. 



not appeared regularly: 'through many unforeseen 
accidents it was not published monthly." Robe 
had determined not to use mere padding in eking 
out his pages. If matter was awanting, in such 
cases, though it be designed a monthly paper, I 
will rather chuse to slip a month rather than dis- 
appoint my readers." Want of material, however, 
does not appear to have been the cause of the 
stoppage — it was rather the high price asked for 
the paper. 

Publication was resumed on May i, 1745, with 
a number dated April, consistmg of 28 pp., 8vo, 
price 3d. for fine copies, and 2d. for coarse. 

'* It was at first designed to have published four sheets 
monthly, but this was found to be too chargeable for 
some people who inclined to be ser\'ed with it." 

The next three numbers were of 32 pp. each, 
and no printer's name appeared on any of the 
copies examined of the re-start. The intention 
was to send out twelve numbers, but the last 
number traced is No. 10, for 1746— that probably 
for January of that year. Gillies, in his " His- 
torical Collections," refers to it. The whole issue 
accordingly comprised at least sixteen numbers. 
There is no reason to suppose that Robe did not 
conduct the second series as well as the first. 

A periodical of almost the same name was 
publisned in London for several years, beginning 
1740. It was called ** The Christian History, or, a 
General Account of the Progress of the Gospel in 
England, Wales, Scotland, and America, so far as 
the Rev. Mr. Whitefield, his fellow-labourers, and 
assistants are concerned." Robe, however, was 
under no obligation to this paper, except, perhaps, 
in the matter of suggestion for his own title. He 
says he had been accumulating communications 
from many correspondents for some time previous 
to his venturing on printing. 

1757. The Edinburgh Magazine. No. i. July, 1757. 
62 pp., Svo, 2 cols, to the page ; price 6d. monthly. 
Motto: ** Floriferis ut apes in saltibus omnia 
libunt omnia nos." " Printed by Walter Ruddi- 
man, Junior, and Company, Morocco's Close, 
Lawn- Market." This imprint was in Vol. V. 
modified to '*Wal. Ruddiman, Jun., W. Auld 
and Company, Morocco's Close, Lawn- Market." 
In the sixth (and last) volume the name' reverted 
to the original form. 

The general scope of the Edinburgh Magazine, 
which is said to have flourished with great eclat," 
was the same as that of the Scots Magazine, and in 
the preface to the opening volume it had to justify 
its appearance as against the older journal. This 
it did in the following fashion : as to 

" what induced us to engage in a new magazine when 
this part of the Kinedoni was in possession of one 
which had so long ana deservedly enjoyed the public 
favour. It will be allowed that the bounds of a 
monthly magazine, besides what it must necessarily 
contain, cannot comprehend every occasional essay, 
poem, etc., which merits notice." 

It declared that there was room in the capital 
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for both. The contents were of the usual 
character, and comprised a miscellaneous and an 
historical section. In the second volume, 
beginning January, 1758, these two parts were 
separately paged, but this arrangement was soon 
ended. Each year had a supplementary part 
added. The journal was also embellished with 
maps, engravings, and music. A notice in Vol. V. 
indicated the scope of the magazine as being a 
general representation of the Religion, Manners, 
Politics, Entertainments, etc., of Great Britain, 
and in particular of Scotland.*' The editor, 
who was Walter Ruddiman, Jun., states that 

"to gratify that appetite for novelty which is natural 
to the human mind, by an agreeable variety, has been 
oor constant aim." 

Although soon after its start the projectors were 
able to speak of the agreeable reception *' given 
to the magazine, it came to an end after a career 
of less than six years. The last number was sent 
out December, 1762. It took the unusual course 
of announcing the end in three columns of poetry, 
headed Extremum hunc nobis Arethusa concede 
laborem." — Virg. After declaring that, 

" When lifted t^) the literary field, 
A pregnant prospect did our labours yield," 

the writer proceeded to make a historical survey of 
the time during which the Magazine had existed, 
and ended by hinting at the troubles that had 
beset its course. He congratulated himself that 

"Thus with success we laboured to improve, 
Our chief ambition was our country's love ; 
Nor flattery knew, nor dipp'd in party rage, 
No foul invective stain'd the honest page. 

The fault of Fabius was our only crime." 

Rivals, however, came up from the south, and 
these destroyed the chance the Magazine had, 
even in the city of its birth. 

''To these we stooped not, till they bore along 
Our noblest friends of genius, taste, and song, 
N^Tio. smit with love of novelty, withdrew. 
And joined the standards of an alien crew. 
'Tis vain to struggle when our Friends rebcll : 
When Brutus drew the poniard Caesar fell. 

Yet let us fall, some little praise is due ; 
We brought the Laurel, bring the Olive too : 
Hupremely happy if in these approved 
You now vouchsafe the countenance we loved. 
Happy at least that war and discord cease, 
And we and Caledonia sleep in peace." 

When the Ruddimans sent out their Weekly 
Magazine in 1768, they suggested that the new 
journal was the resurrection of the old, for they 
headed its opening verses ** Resurgo.*' The 
appearance and scope of the two magazines were 
practically the same. 

1757 (?) Weekly Journal The date usually 

assigned for the commencement of this paper is 
1744. I have, however, been unable to trace it 



further back than 1758. The British Museum has 
two numbers for that year, the first of which is 
marked Vol. II., No. i. They are dated February 
17 and 23. 4 pp., 4to, 3 cols, to the page. Unfor- 
tunately the binder's knife has removed any trace 
of the imprint, if it existed. 

A glimpse into the history of the paper is 
obtained from Robert Kerr's "Life of William 
Smellie," printer and scientist. In 1765 Smellie 
entered into partnership with Robert and William 
Auld as printers. In 1766 Robert withdrew, and 
his place was taken on December 22 by John 
Balfour. 

" Mr. Balfour appears tu hive brought along with tiim 
into tliis new concern the newspaper or Journal which 
formerly had been carried on by Messrs. Hamilton, 
Balfour, and Neil, or, at least, this new company 
certainly did publish a newspaper." (I., 319.) 

The journal referred to was the Weekly 
jfournaL The partnership went on smoothly till 
the end of 1769, but about that time disputes 
began between Smellie and Auld. There were 
several causes of difference, but one of the most 
acute was concerning the Journal, Smellie 
considered the newspaper a losing concern, and 
desired its discontinuance, while Auld "per- 
tinaciously insisted that it should be continued." 
The result was that the latter wthdrew from the 
copartnery in 1 771. 

How long the Journal lived it is impossible to 
say. William Auld continued as a printer on his 
own account, and probably made arrangments for 
carrying it on. Grant, in his " Old and New 
Edinburgh," quotes an advertisement from it of 
date 1775. But it could not have long survived 
that year. It is probable that it did not exist in 
1780, and it had certainly disappeared by 1792. 
The Weekly Journal with which the names of 
Baillantyne and Scott are associated had no 
connection with it 

1764. The Citizen. No. i. Edinburgh: printed in 
the year MDCCLXIV. 16 pp., square 8vo, price 
twopence. 

The first page had the above as a kind of title. 
The text occupied pp. 3-16, p. 2 being blank. 
The whole is devoted to the discussion of the 
wicked ways of the Town Council in the matter 
of how it exercised its ecclesiastical patronage. 

"The conduct of the Town Council of this city, in re- 
suming the right of patronage to the prejudice of i», 
the citizens, has of late afforded ample matter of con- 
versation and debate. This act of the Council, equally 
unpopular in manner and substance, deprives us, the 
present citizens, of privileges enjoyed by our ancestors 
for these hundred years." 

The Citizen is not a periodical in the ordinary 
sense. It appears here because it has been 
catalogued as such in the Bodleian Library. It 
is more of the nature of a fugitive pamphlet. 

26 Circus Drive, W. J. Couper 

Glasgow. 
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1903. The Normal Standard (2nd S.,V., 52). 
This college magazine was short lived. It ran 
monthly to No. 6, December, 1903 ; No. 7 was 
dated March, 1904 ; and the final issue, No. 8, ap- 
peared June, 1904. The first three numbers con- 
sisted of 20 pp. ; Nos. 4-7, 16 pp. ; and the last, 18 pp. 

Reviewing the contents of the above issues as a 
whole, they display considerable talent on the part 
of their respective contributors, several articles hav- 
ing been produced by persons of literary ability. 
Each number was prefaced by an editorial reviewing 
the progress of the scholastic profession, making 
comments on the various departments connected 
with the college, and treating of other themes of 
genera] interest to subscribers. In addition to the 
permanent columns such as all college magazines 
possess, the contents comprised several articles brim- 
fill of interesting matter on current and other topics. 
Besides this, the issues embodied a fairly large pro- 
portion of verse, of which mention must be made of 
at least one piece, which was written in a delight- 
fully humorous strain. It bore the title of "Ye 
College Tales," and was the work of "A Josser." 
Miss Jessie Annie Anderson, the poetess, was also 
numbered amongst those who wrote poetry for its 
columns. 

The stoppage of the magazine, which, by the 
way, makes no mention of the fact in its last issue, 
was said to be entirely due to the constant change 
of the students who came for instruction within the 
college walls, some of whom took little or no per- 
manent interest in the welfare of the magazine, 
which represented their interest in many ways. 

1905. The Bon- Accord Buyer^s Guide: Aberdeen's 
Monthly Magazine, No. i, November, 1905, with 
arms of the city of Aberdeen on its cover. Size, 
demy 8vo, double-columned. Each issue consists 
of from 2o to 28 pages, with covers additional, and 
is distributed gratis to the community. The first 
issue was printed at the Rosemount Press, Aber- 
deen ; and the later issues Published by the Pro- 
prietor, David Balloch, Advertising Agent, 46 Justice 
Street (now 154 Union Street), Aberdeen,'' and now 

Printed at the Central Press (John Milne), Belmont 
Street, Aberdeen.'* 

In addition to the advertisements which are freely 
scattered throughout its pages, the contents are 
usually as follows: — Brief articles pertaining to 
household, medical, and theatrical affairs, humorous 
paragraphs, and sporting gossip in general, all 
specially written by an able staff of contributors. 
This advertising monthly enjoys an extensive circu- 
lation. Nearly all the leading business establish- 



ments in Aberdeen are found utilizing its columns. 
It is conducted by Mr. David Balloch, who is also 
compiler and editor of "The 'O.K.' Street Guide of 
Aberdeen," an indispensable annual (id.), which 
started in 1906, of which 10,000 have been printed 
and circulated. During the royal visit to Aberdeen 
in September, 1906, a "Royal Number" of the 
Bon- Accord Buyers' Guide at a penny, containing 
the oiHcial programme, was issued, 28 pp., 4to, 
double-columned, and covers additional, and beauti- 
fully illustrated. 

1906. The Aberdeen Tatler : Sporting, Dramatic, 
Musical, Topical. No. i, Saturday evening, loth 
February, 1906. Size, demy 4to, 4 pp., treble-col- 

i umned, price one halfpenny. Although the fourth 
page bears the imprint " Printed and Published by 
[Patrick Arthur] Markey and [A. E.] Green, 3 Rose- 
mount Viaduct, Aberdeen," it appears that pages 1-3 
of the first and only issue of this weekly were printed 
at the Rosemount Press, Farmers* Hall Lane, Aber- 
deen, the fourth being produced at their own premises, 
where C[harles] Diamond also publishes and prints 
The Aberdeen Catholic Herald, 

Mr. William Mackintosh ("Gallio," late of Bon- 
Accordt now of The North Magazine)^ the well- 
known dramatic critic, was its editor. His article 
entitled "At the Play" included messages of good- 
will received by him from Messrs. Herbert Beer- 
bohm Tree and Martin Harvey, both of theatrical 
fame. But the venture proved unsuccessful from 
the first, the reason beins; that the football com- 
munity, whom this weekly was specially intended 
to reach, were being better catered for by the 
Dundee press, with a larger supply of news de- 
voted to the national sport of Scotland, hence there 
was no reason for the Tatler's appearance upon 
the scene, and a change of organ was deemed un- 

I necessary. 

The enterprising publishers intended to hold the 
I first three pages in readiness for the scores an- 
nounced every alternate Saturday evening during 
the football season, and directly these became known 
the information was to be set up for the fourth im- 
mediately, and the paper printed off, thus enabling 
them to impart the information to football enthusiasts 
long before other sporting papers arrived in the city. 

A number of advertisements appeared on pages 
2-4. I learn there were 2,000 printed of the first 
issue, and that the paper's title, which is really a 
good one, and telegraphic cypher have been duly 
registered in case it should reappear at some future 
date. 

1906. Gordon's College Former Pupils' Associa- 
tion, An annual, distributed gratis. Size, 4to, 
7x9, 22 pp. , including a beautiful coloured plate of 
the college arms. Imprint on last page: " W. & W. 
Lindsay, Printers. Market Street, Aberdeen." 

A prefatory note in the inaugural issue informs 
pupils that " This booklet makes no pretensions to 
the name and distinction of magazine. Its primary 
purpose is to preserve a record of the membership 
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of the Former Pupils' Association, and, meantime 
at least, it is not proposed that it should be issued 
more frequently than once a year. Articles of a 
literary character will occasionally appear, written 
by members only, together with notes on matters of 
general interest, but the feature of real interest will 
be the list of names of members. The publication 
of such a pamphlet has frequently been discussed at 
annual meetings, but ior some reason or other has 
been postponed. It is expected that members will 
be prepared to welcome the first number, that they 
will be prepared to overlook shortcomings that a 
more criticail and less indulgent public might feign 
to discover; in any case, they will remember that 
there is no regular or editorial staff to accept respon- 
sibilities or make atonement" 

An article on ** Gordons Abroad," by J. H. Harvey 
Pirie, B.Sc, M.B., Ch.B.; Lord Provost (now Sir 
Alexander) Lyon*s address delivered on Gordon's 
College prize day, June 28, igo6 (accompanied by 
portrait) ; a poem addressed To Gordon's College," 
oy Gildart J. Walker, grandson of the Very Rev. 
Dean William Walker, LL. D. , the historian ; rules 
and constitution of the Association ; and list of 
ofBce-bearers and members of the Association — all 
alumni of the College — are the subject matter of the 
first issue. To those who are not acquainted with 
the history of Gordon's College, it may be added 
that the historians of this great educational establish- 
ment have been the late Mr. Alexander Walker, 
LL.D., F.S.A.Scot., and Mr. Robert Anderson, the 
present editor of the Aberdeen Journal. 

Aberdeen. Robert Murdoch. 

♦ 

Principal Rainy's Genealogy.— A writer 
in The Scottish Revieiv supplies some interesting 
particulars about the Highland ancestry of the 
late Principal Rainy. Dr. Rainy's grandfather, 
Rev. George Rainy of Creich, was married to 
Anne Robertson, daughter of Rev. George 
Robertson, Kincardine, Ross-shire, and a great- 
grandson of Robertson of Kindeace. (Mr. 
Gladstone's mother, daughter of Provost Robert- 
son, Dingwall, was a great-granddaughter of the 
same Robertson of Kindeace.) Dr. Rainy's 
mother, on the other hand, was a daughter of 
Captain Robert Gordon, who married Christina 
Munro, daughter of Hugh Munro, the son of 
William Munro of Achany, Sutherlandshire. 
This Hugh Munro, Dr. Rainy's great-grand- 
father, married a daughter of George Munro of 
Culcearn, Ross-shire, who was the second son 
of Sir Robert Munro, twenty-fifth Baron of 
Foulis. The Principal was also the first cousin 
to the late Rev. Dr. Robert Gordon Balfour, and 
another cousin was Mr. C. S. Parker, formerly 
M.P. for PeTih.^Evenm^ Express, Jan. 1 2, 1907. 



GORDONS OF AUCHINREATH. 
(2nd S., /F., 755; V., U, 63; VL, 61.) 

The following letter may help to indicate the 
family to which John Gordon, "Commissary 
Depute and Sheriff Clerk for the Bishopric and 
Shire of Moray" (who is stated to have died at 
Elgin on 12th July, 1777), belonged : — 

D' Sir 

I understand M' Grant, Lord Elchies's Sone 
is named Sherriff for Murray and Nairn, Who 
Surely will have the nameing of his own Clerk, at 
Least None will be offered him he*l object to. 
Your Accquaintance John Gordon in Craighiehead 
would be very ffitt for the Employment, and very 
Serviceable and obliging to the Judge; in many 
things he would make him easie, being Experiencd 
not only in the formes of that Court, but allso 
versant and well accquainted in Countrie affairs 
Such as mostly ocurr there. If it was not going 
too farr, I would Earnestly Solicite your interest 
with Lord Elchies in his behalfl He will be 
Extreamly gratefuU him Self, and I shall State 
upon it as ane obligation of my own, which if Ever 
in my power Shall be gratefully repayed. I hope 
youl pardon my freedom And Allow me to Continue 

D' Sir 

Your most Ob' humble Sev* 
John Gordon 

Foch" 1^ Aprile 1748 
Endorsed :— 

To 

Rot. Grant Esq' of Tammorr 
Also, in Tammore's writing : — 

Mr Jo Gordon's Letter Aprill 1748 Desiring to 
Recomend Auchinreith to be Shereif Clerk. 

It may be assumed that Tamraore did not fail 
to respond to the appeal of the writer of the 
letter (who was the Duke of Gordon's factor), 
and that Lord Elchies, on being satisfied as to 
Mr. Gordon's fitness for the appointment, was 
but too glad to grant anything m the way of a 
favour to Tammore, tried and trusted manager 
of his estate of Easter Elchies, which his lord- 
ship was able to visit but seldom, and but for 
brief periods. H. D. McW. 

tKh 

Henry Farquharson.— This Scot, who did 
much for the instruction of the Russian Navy, 
and who has been dealt with in our December 
and January issues, is the subject of a very 
interesting article (by a Russian) in The Sphere 
of December 29th, 1906. 
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Addenda to "Aberdeen Printers." | 

(2nd S., VII,, 100, 122 y 1G7.) j 

Through the kindness of the Principal of the ' 
Theological College of the Scottish Episcopal | 
Church, Edinburgh, I had recently an oppor- ! 
tunity of examining a small volume of tracts 
preserved in the library of the college. This I 
found to contain two Aberdeen printed "Theses," 
which are not described in the late Mr. Edmond's 
"Aberdeen Printers," or in my own " Biblio- 
graphy of the Universities of Aberdeen." I 
append a note of these :— 

171 1. Peacock, George. THESES PHILOSO- 
PHIC^, I Quas, A. P. D. O. M. ingenui ali- 
quot Adolescentes | Lauras Magisterialis candi- 
DATi. I In celeberrimo Collegio marischallano, 
I Universitatis CAROLINAS abredenensis [ ad 
diem 19 Aprilis, | Publice propugnabunt, hons & 
loco solitis. I Preside georgio peacock | [Arms 
of Marischal Coll., and quotation] | - | abredeis 
Excudebant Successores joannis forbesii | urbis 
& Universitatis Typographi, Anuo 171 1. 

6j In. (badly clippedX [ ]*. Pp. 8. Title witliin 
borderg; vereo, Dedication to William, Lord Haddo, 
signed by.eighteeu candidates (but several names have 
been cut off : Fanti, ii. 287) ; pp. 3-8, Theses in small 
pica roman. 

1722. Hardib, Patrick, ampmssimo ac ornatis- 

SIMO I DOMINO I D. GULIELMO FORBES | de Crcugic- 

var &c. Equiti Baronetto \ Almae hujus Acade- 
mise Rectori | Magnifico, Dig^issimo, non mi- | 
nus propriis Virtutibus quam ge- | nerosa prosapiS 
Illustri. I Theses hasce Philosophicas in Deditissimi 
affectus & I perpetuae observantiae tesseram, D. D. 
C. Q. patricius hardie Praeses | Et hi CANDI- 
DA TI Laurea Magisteriali Condecorandi. \ [Thirty- 
six names, fourteen in italics: Fasti, ii., 298] | 
Qui A,D. O. M, Theses hasce cum Annexis publice 
propugnabunt, in \ Collegio Novo Universitatis 
Carolinae abredonensis, ad 11 | Diem Aprilis, 
1722. H. L. Q. S. 

[Colophon^ ABREDEIS, Excudebat jacobus 
nicol, urbis & I Universitatis Typographus, 
An. Dom. 1722. 

6| In. (badly clipped). [ }*. Pp. 8. Title (or Dedlca- 
tion), top and bottom borders : pp. 2-8, Theses in small 
pica roman, Annexa (italics) and Colophon on p. 8. 

Patrick Hardie was regent from l7l7 till his death 
in 1724. 

P. J. Anderson. 

* 

Cant Family. — A list of births and deaths 
in the Cant family, of Manningtree, Essex, 
appears in F. A. Crisp's "Fragmenta Genea- 
logica," X., 13. 



THE SCOT AND HIS REGIMENTS. 

There seems to be a general consensus of 
opinion that we are witnessing a developement of 
national pride in Scotland, which has hitherto 
been exhibited mainly by the Rev. David 
Macrae and Mr. Theodore Napier. Perhaps it 
has something to do with the bicentenary of 
the Union ; but it is undoubtedly increasing 
(despite the curious sneers of some Scots daily 
newspapers) ; and the agitation on the Scots 
Greys is only one expression of it. As a matter 
of fact, the Scot has long been touchy on the 
military side of the question. This was strikingly 
shown at the historic meeting in the great hall at 
Stafford House on February 17, 1881, to protest 
against Mr. Childers' proposal about the tartan. 
His idea was to link the 71st with the 73rd, the 
72nd with the 78th, and the 42nd and the 79th 
in a uniform tartan. The proposal resulted in a 
strong petition to the Queen, influentially signed. 
It urged that 

the tartan dress, hitherto worn by the various 
Highland regiments as distinctive oi the districts 
in which they were raised, and in which dress they 
have fought with honour and glory in every part 
of the globe, be not changed, believing that such 
distinctive tartans add to the esprit de corps, and 
that such changes as are contemplated are contrary 
to the instinct of the true Highlander. 

The petition was backed by the meeting in 
Stafford House, when speeches were deliverd by 
the Duke of Sutherland, the Duke of Athole, 
the Earl of Wemyss (then Lord Elcho), Sir 
Donald Currie, and Lord Archibald Campbell. 
The enthusiasm was kept agog by eight pipers 
playing the pibroch, their pipes blazoned with 
the armorial bearings of their lords. A fiery 
cross was afterwards brought into the hall, and 
passed from hand to hand. The most dramatic 
mcident, however, occured when Lord Archibald, 
who wore the kilt (you will find a picture of the 
scene in T/te Illustrated London News of 
February 26, 1881), declared that he should take 
care that the Queen and Mr. Childers knew that 
they were in earnest. "And now," he said, 
unsheathing his dirk, which he kissed,"according 
to the good old Highland fashion, I swear to 
preserve the tartan on my dirk." The effect on 
the audience was electric. The weapon was 
handed round, and kissed by The Macintosh, 
who occupied the chair, and by all the important 
gentlemen present. Some of them indeed shed 
tears, and then burst into a shout of intense 
enthusiasm. 

The old objection that tartans were modem 
was repudiated by Lord Archibald, who gave a 
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most interesting account of the method of 
producing many of the colours, in which he 
repudiate the idea that all tartans were the 
inventions of modern spinners : 

The Highlanders of old did not wander to foreign 
lands, or borrow from foreign looms: their eyes 
were accustomed to seek the dyes that lay at the 
door. They took the blue hyacinth for the purple of 
their tartan. They took the blaeberry also for the 
same purpose. They used the alder bark for black, 
the willow for flesh tints. They sought their 
lovely crimsons and gorgeous yellows from the 
moss on the great grey rocks, called crotal, also 
another variety called crotal dubh, or black crotaL , 
They used the plant called rue, which grows low | 
in the sands, bmding the same and preventing it 
from drifting in our Western isles, in such 
quantities for their reds that at last the plucking 
of this herb was forbidden, for it loosened the 
sands and spoiled the crops. General Stewart says 
he saw tartans 200 years old which still re- 
tained much of their original brightness. The cup 
moss— a crotal moss — was gathered in 1808 to the 
value of ;f5oo in the Aberdeen district alone. 
With bullocks' blood and lime Highlanders could 
also dye tartan. 



807. Inglis Family. — What is known of this 
family, who lived at Fairley, Countesswells ? 

J. M. B. 

808. A Mackib Marriage.— Arthur Trevelyan, 
born July 19, 1802, married at Aberdeen, May 9, 
1835, Elizabeth Mackie, and died February 6, 1*878. 
(Crisp's "Fragmenta Genealogica," V., 4.) Who 
was Elizabeth Mackie? 

809. Captain George Gordon, R.N., of 
Greenhaugh. — What is known of this officer ? He 
was a son of James Gordon of Little Folia. 

J. M. B. 

8X0. Sir Cosmo Gordon.— In 1824 Knight and 
Lacey published a pamphlet (80 pp.) entitled, Life 
and Genius of Lord Byron, by Sir Cosmo Gordon." 
Who was Sir Cosmo ? J. M. B. 

8zz. LoNGMORE FAMILY. — Barbara Gordon, 
daughter of James Gordon of Little Folia by his 
second marriage, married James Longmore. Had 
they any issue ? J. M. B. 

8x2. Adam Gordon, Navy Surgeon. — He 
seems to be the Adam (son of James, of Little Folia) 
who was at Marischal College in 1834. What is 
known of him ? J. M. B. 

8x3. Gordon- Anderson Marriage.— Jane Gor- 



don, daughter of James Gordon of Little Folia (who 
died 1823), married *'a Mr. Anderson, R.N." Any 
information about their descendants (if any), his 
family, and Christian name? 

J. M. Bulloch. 

814. Tinder Boxes in Church. — 'Xht, Evening 
Express of 12th January this year states: — "The 
death has occurred at Headley, in Hampshire, of 
Mr. William Suter, a nonagenarian. The old gentle- 
man has a very vivid memory, and amongst other 
things used to relate how, when he was a boy, it 
was the custom for an old woman to stand at the 
church door while the congregation was assembling 
for evening service, and supply to the worshippers 
as they passed a box containing tinder, flint, and 
rushlights, to enable them to follow the service.*' 
Were tinder boxes ever used in Scottish churches ? 

Robert Murdoch. 

8x5. Jardine, Rannie, Dundas.— In his auto- 
biography (Grampian Club, i860) Dr. Alexander 
Carlyle mentions the sudden death, in June, 1766, 
of Dr. John Jardine, minister of the Tron Church. 
He says that he and a party had been engaged to 
dine with Mr. Henry Dundas the same evening, but 
that it was put off, as " Dr. Jardine was a near rela- 
tion of his lady,'' meaning Mrs. Henry Dundas. In 
what way were they related? Mrs. Dundas was 
Elizabeth, daughter of Captain David Rannie of 
Melville Castle, and £lizab«th Bayley. Were the 
Jardines and the Bayleys connected, and who were 
the parents of Elizabeth Bayley ? 

92 Eaton Terrace, H. A. Cockburn. 

London, S.W, 

8x6. Alexander Gordon of Carnousie. — Could 
any of your correspondents inform me from what 
branch of the Gordon family Alexander Gordon of 
Carnousie was descended, who was the first Gordon 
named in the exceptions from the Act of Indemnity, 
1747 ? Loudon Hill. 

8x7. James Watson's "History of Printing,'' 
Edinburgh, 1713.— What was Mr. J. P. £dmond*s 
authority for saying that the preface to this book 
was written by Mr. John Spotswood, advocate and 
Professor of Law," as he does in Chapter I. of 
"Annals of Scottish Printing"? The preface is 
signed "James Watson," and is written throughout 
in the first personal singular, the pronouns alwa3's 
referring to Watson. In its course, note is made 
that Spotswood had set up as a bookseller. 

Calder Ross. 

8x8. Caddell, alias MacPherson (2nd S., V., 
123, 158). — A curious variation of Macfarlane's des- 
cription of the wife of Alexander Leslie, first laird 
of Kininvie, occurs in Burke's " Landed Gentry of 
Great Britain" (1906), where she is described as 

Margaret Calder of Napherson." Is this a mis- 
take for " Calder or Macpherson " ? If not, where is 
Napherson ? H. D. McW. 
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8x9. Duff Family.— In a pedigree of a Mack- 
intosh family, dated 1771, I find the marriage of a 
Katherine Duff, "daughter of John Duff of Bean- 
machloch [or Beanmakeloch], sister of James Duff 
of Corsindae, and grand-daughter [neptis] of the 
laird of Keithmore, who was grandfather of William 
Duff, Lord Braco, and Earl of Fife." But was not 
James Duff, first of Corsindie, descended from a 
younger brother of Alexander of Keithmore? If 
so, his sister Katherine would be grand-ntVrr, not 
grand-daughter, of Keithmore. Her mother's name 
is given as Isabella Pringle. Where is Beanmach- 
loch or Beanmakeloch, and what is the correct 
spelling? A. M. M. 



Bnswers. 

466. "Blackwood's Magazine" (and S., VI., 
45 » 63)- — Two years ago the question was asked, 
why George Buchanan's portrait was chosen to 
adorn the front cover of Blackwood, The following 
is from the number for July, 1906, which contains a 
centenary article on the scholar by Charles Whibley. 
The figure *^has been variously mistaken for Chris- 
topher North, Dr. Maginn, and "the Ettrick Shep- 
herd/' While some have declared him the author of 
the *Book of the Farm,' others are confident that he 
is the founder of the house [of Blackwood]. And it 
will come as a disappointment to many that he is 
none other than George Buchanan, who was once 
universally believed to be the greatest man of letters 
ever born in Scotland, and who, even though he has 
outlived his glory, deserves all the respect that can 
be shown him on this, the four hundredth anniver- 
sary of his birth." From which it is apparent that 
Blackwood itself had no special reason. 

Evan Odd. 

780. Thb Name McKelvie (2nd S., VIII., 62, 
80). — I suggest that this name may be a form of 
Mcllvain. The Mcllvains are included in Mr. Frank 
Adam*s ** What is my Tartan ? " among the septs of 
the Clan MacBean or MacVean, and Mr. Adam 
gives MacGeachie and MacGeachin as forms of 
MacEachan. The MacBeans were an important 
tribe of Clan Chattan. The handsome tartan of the 
MacBeans is reproduced in most books on clan 
tartans. In the late Mr. Charles Eraser- Mackintosh's 
"Minor Septs of Clan Chattan" (in which the 
MacBeans are fully dealt with), is the following: — 
"According to the Rev. Lachlan Shaw, the first 
MacBean came out of Lochaber, in the suit of Eva, 
heiress of Clan Chattan, and settled near Inverness. 
The MS. history of the Mackintoshes says in cor- 
roboration that Bean vie Coil Mor (of whom the 
Clan Vean had their denomination) lived in Loch- 
aber, and was a faithful servant to Mackintosh 
against the Red Comyn, who possessed Inverlochie, 
who was a professed enemy of Mackintosh." 
Whether the prefixed " 11 " of Mcllvain and " El " of 
" McKelvie" (or "McElvie") has reference to "Coil 



Mor " or to Gillies (a rather favourite name with the 
MacBeans), I cannot say. The first MacBean of 
Tomatin was Bean MacBean, styled " Bean Mac- 
Coil vie Gillie Phadrick." At the battle of Culloden, 
when the Argyle militia broke down a wall which 
enabled them to attack the Highlanders in flank, 
Major Gillies MacBean, who stood 6 feet inches 
in height, stationed himself at the gap, and as the 
assailants passed through, cut down with his broad- 
sword no fewer than thirteen, including Lord Robert 
Ker, and only fell when attacked by the enemy in 
numbers. In Logan's ** Clans of the Scottish High- 
lands" are quoted some seven verses on this incident, 
which appeared in a Northern periodical, and which 
are said to have been one of B}Ton*s early efFiisions. 
I select two verses : — 

The clouds may pour down on CuUodon's red plain, 
Bat their waters shall flow o'er Its crimson in vain ; 
For their drops shall seem few to the tears for the slain, 
But mine are for thee, my brave Qillies MacBain ! 



With thy bade to the wall and thy breast to the targe, 
Full flashed thy claymore in the face of their cliarge ; 
llie blood of their boldest that barren turf stain, 
But alas ! thine is reddest there, Gillies MacBain ! 

It would be interesting to learn in what district the 
name of McKelvie prevailed or prevails, and also 
what variations in the spelling of the name are to be 
met with in the local records. 

H. D. McW. 

803. Dr. George Bethune (2nd S., VIII., 110). 
— Rev. George Washington Bethune, D.D., author 
of "The Auld Scotch Sangs," was bom of Scotch 
parentage at New York in March, 1805. I regret I 
have been unable to get the exact day, or to find 
any information regarding his early life. He gradu- 
ated at Dickenson College, Carlisle, Penn., and then 
entered the Dutch Reformed Church. He was 
stationed at different times at Rhinbeck, Utica, 
Philadelphia (where many of his works were pub- 
lished), and ultimately settled in Brooklyn, where 
he was residing in 1858. Dr. Bethune is well known 
as the editor of an edition of Walton's ** Compleat 
Angler," which has been highly praised. It has an 
exceedingly valuable bibliographical preface, etc. 
The author of the notice on Dr. Bethune in Alli- 
bone's ** Dictionary of English Literature" writes 
that Dr. Bethune said to him regarding this book, 

I lost no time by it, for it was the occupation of 
moments while others would have been looking out 
at the windows." This edition of Walton is also 
mentioned in Stedman's "American Anthology." 
Dr. Bethune is also the author of a volume of short 
poems entitled, Lays of Love and Faith, and other 
Poems." The New York Literary World describes 
those poems as particularly melodious and tender, 
and there is a relish of mingled scholarship and fun 
in some of the epigrams, most rare in those days." 
In 1840 Dr. Bethune puWished " The Prospect of 
Art in the United States," which was an address 
delivered before the- Artists' Fund Society of Phila- 
delphia in May of that year. " The Duties of Edu- 
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cated Men," an oration delivered before the literary 
societies of Dickenson College in July, 1843, was 
published the same year (1843). In 1845 he pub- 
lished **A Plea for Study," an oration before the 
literary society of Yale College on igth August, 
1845. During the next ten years he delivered many 
lectures, a few of which have been published. On 
account of ill-health, he resigned his position at 
Brooklyn in 1859, and went to Italy. In the follow- 
ing year he returned to New York City, but his 
health again broke down, and he returned to Italy 
in 1861. He died at Florence on 27th April, 1862. - 
He was author and editor of a large number of j 
volumes, a few of which will be found under his 
name in the British Museum catalogue. 

J. B. T. , 



which now possess illustrations of the most 
perfect kind— more, indeed, like the rich missals 
of the Middle Ages executed by the hand of 
monks and nuns of that period — are reproduced, 
like this notable example, deliciously perfect 
and marvellously cheap. The process of re- 
production is known as the three-colour process. 
The type and binding are equally artistic, and 
the book is one to be recommended to all lovers 
of historical subjects and fine pictorial represen- 
tations. A word of praise must be given to the 
title page, designed by Jennie Wylie. 



Scots JSoofts of tbc /Uontb. 



Dr. Bethune died at Florence on Sunday evening, 
27th April, 1862, after preaching in the forenoon in 
the Free Church of Scotland there. His body was em- 
balmed and taken to America, where it was interred 
in the family vault at Greenwood Cemetery, New 
York. A very full and interesting memoir of him 
was written by his friend, Dr. A. R. Van Nest, and 
published in New York in 1867. If your enquirer, 
Mr. Harvey, will send me his address, I shall be 
happy to lend him the volume. 

Dollar. Robert Paui.. 



Darroch, Alexander, M.A. The Place and 
Function of the Scottish Universities in our Edu- 
cational System. 8vo. Net, 6d. Blackwood. 



Xttcratiire. 

Messrs. Hodder & Stoughton have published 
a beautiful addition to the bibliography of a 
fascinating subject. The book is entitled " Mary, 
Queen of Scots : with Pictures in Colour by 
James Orrock, R.I., and Sir James Linton, R.l. 
The Story by Walter Wood. Edited by W. 
.Shaw Sparrow." 410, 10x7 ins.; 133 pp.; price 
1 5s. net ; published 1907. 

The editor's preface tells us that the object of 
the book is to show the Queen in her artistic 
and personal aspect: to quote himself, "the 
text, unencumbered with fruitless doubts and 
entangled disputes, is written to be read and 
remembered." 

The story itself is lucidly and vividly written : 
many small details are so told as to dwell in 
one's memory. Mar/s want of knowledge of 
the English language is noted with a quotation 
of her own pretty acknowledgment of the fact. 
But the histor)', especially the description of the 
Carberry Hill disaster, reads more like fiction. 
Of the illustrations one can say that each is a 
work of art, and such a book could not have 
been produced less than a dozen years ago. 
During the past half century the arts have 
shown great advance, but none of them so much, 
perhaps, as that of the graphic arts. Books 
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ABERDEEN, MARCH, 1907, 

"SAWNEY BEANE." 
(2nd S., VIII., 101.) 

It is not my intention to follow ** Alba" along 
the bypaths of belligerent patriotism into which 
his pursuit of Sawney Beane has seduced him. 
Suffer me only to say in passing how much I re- 
gret some of the expressions he has permitted 
himself to use in speaking of names so deservedly 
honoured in the literary world as those of Mr. 
S. EL Crockett and Mr. Andrew Laing, not to 
mention others less closely connected with 
Scotland by birth. My purjK)se in writing is 
rather to dispute the assertion, which forms^the 



pi^ce de resistance of his interesting contribution 
to the January number of Scottish Notes and 
Queries, to the effect that the story of Sawney 
Beane is purely an English fabrication. In 
making this assertion " Alba " is something less 
than just to the genius (or, shall we say, the 
depravity?) of his own countrymen. At all 
events, the story of Sawney Beane, as issued 
from the press of Milner and Sowerby, was 
borrowed or lifted—" convey, the wise it call " — 
from " Historical and Traditional Tales of the 
South of Scotland," published, and to a 
considerable extent written by, John Nicholson 
of Kirkcudbright. I agree with "Alba" as 
regards the "Grub Street flavour" of the 
English compilation. The moral reflections so 
dear to the average Scottish heart, occurring in 
Nicholson's narrative, are ruthlessly suppressed 
by the English penman ; while the culinary details 
of the story, understood to be more congenial to 
the soul of the typical Englishman, are carefully 
and conscientiously transcribed. In other 
respects, however, Milner and Sowersby's 
publication is merely an abbreviation of the 
Scottish version. 

The story of Sawney Beane —one of the most 
repulsive, incredible, and impossible stories 
that was probably ever penned — is not to be 
lightly dismissed as a fabrication. It is 
mentioned, I believe, in Hector Boece's "History 
of the Scots." Not having the " History" at hand, 
I am unable to give the exact reference, but I 
understand that it occurs somewhere near the 
close of the book. Nicholson gives no author- 
ity for his narrative, but affirms it to be a 
tradition thoroughly well attested by historical 
evidence. "There's no smoke without some fire" 
— as the proverb hath it. The gruesome tale 
undoubtedly rests on a basis of fact, which in 
course of time became overlaid (as such tales 
are apt to be) with a mass of fictitious details 
and horrific embellishments. What John 
Nicholson did was simply to take the tradition 
at its high-water mark, with all its imaginative 
adornments, blending indiscriminately fact and 
fiction, and presenting a photograph (so to call 
it) of the whole for the benefit of succeeding 
generations. "Alba*' does not need to be 
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reminded what a boundless capacity there is in 
tradition to expand and accumulate materials 
as years roll on. An illustration of this occurs 
within my own recollection. In my boyhood's 
days, forty years after the crimes had been 
committed, the country was still shuddering 
over the frightful atrocities perpetrated by 
Burke and Hare in Edinburgh. Rumour 
literally ran riot over the matter. The victims 
who perished, according to popular report, 
were to be numbered not by scores but by 
hundreds ; while the mysterious and awful word 
"burking," heard in whispers on the lips of 
their elders, made children afraid to venture 
out of doors at night, or even to go to sleep in 
the dark. In common with most people, I, a 
credulous youngster at the time, with a taste for 
" bluggy " stories, was profoundly convinced of 
the truth of the appalling details. When, how- 
ever, at a later date, I read the true version of 
the tragedies, it came upon one with a distinct 
sense of disappointment to learn that only 
sixteen victims (I think) had been done to death, 
instead of the hundreds asserted by popular 
tradition. Somehow it seemed as if the murder- 
ous ruffians had fallen immeasurably short of 
the giddy grandeur to which the voice ot Rumour 
had raised them. John Nicholson, however, 
made no mistake of this kind. He seized the 
tradition full blown, and, apparently, current in 
his day, and wrote it down with all its ghastly 
accretions, gross exaggerations, and unspeak- 
able infamy, with the result that credulous 
people like the English of "Alba's" acquaintence, 
finding the story in print, accepted its statements 
as they would the statements of the Bible, 
thereby moving "Alba" to wrath and gnashing 
of teeth. 

The facts of the case, I imagine, were some- 
thing like these. During a peculiarly lawless 
and unsetded period in Scottish history, when 
every man did pretty much what was right in 
his own eyes, a worthless scoundrel, by name 
Sawney Beane, or Bane, with his equally 
worthless wife, betook himself from East 
Lothian to the wilds of Galloway. Using a 
license quite permissible to writers of historical 
fiction, Mr. S. R. Crockett has chosen to post- 
date Sawney Beane by nearly 200 years. It was 
during the reign of James I. of Scotland (not 
James VI. of Scotland and I. of England) that 
the miscreant lived. I speak on the authority of 
Nicholson. In Galloway, husband and wife, 
with their infamous family, took up their abode 
by the sea-shore, in a cave, concerning which 
tradition has some marvellous tales to tell. 
There they led a degraded, savage, brutalized, 
mode of existence, subsisting by plunder, 



maintaining themselves by sheep-stealing and 
cattle-lifting, and occasionally murdering those 
who resisted their depredations. Their nefa- 
rious career continued over a period of several 
years, until, in the end, the king in person, 
returned from his long captivity in England, put 
a summary stop to their brutal crimes. Whether 
they were cannibals or not is somewhat difficult 
to determine. Nicholson's narrative strongly 
asserts that this was the case, but speaks, at the 
same time, of mutilated bodies of victims being 
fiung into the sea, which does not quite accord 
with the cannibalistic theory. The supposed 
relics of humanity discovered in the loathly den 
where the miscreants were finally captured 
were, in all probability, nothing more than the 
bones of animals, and unsightly half-consumed 
fragments of slaughtered sheep and cattle. The 
anatomy of the human body was not so well 
understood in those days as it is at present. 

At the same time it must be borne in mind 
that cannibalism has more than once been 
attributed to the people of Scotland. In the 
early centuries of the Christian era, St. Jerome 
testified from personal knowledge that the Scots 
were addicted to man-eating. Fortunately, 
however, for " Alba's " perturbed feelings, " the 
Scots," at the date referred to by the saint, 
meant " people from Ireland," not the " natives 
of Scodand." Then we have the account of the 
sanguinary Sawney Beane and his infamous 
brood — reputed cannibals all of them ; and 
again, in the reign of James II. of Scotland, 
there is the story of the "Ogre of the Sidlaws'* — a 
tale even better attested by history than the one 
at present under discussion. There may, alas, 
be some truth in these stories. Such blots on 
the fair fame of Scodand are not altogether 
impossible. France, and Italy, and perhaps 
every civilised nation under the sun, have 
similar examples of abnormal depravity to 
deplore in their annals. But even granted that 
two instances of cannibalism are traceable in 
Scottish history, the fact will not brand the 
whole inhabitants of the country with the stigma 
anthropophagy, as "Alba" seems to apprehend. 
"One swallow does not make a summer" — nor 
two, for that matter. If indeed it could be 
scientifically proved that the teeth of Scottish 
people are sharper than those of their neighbours, 
distinctly betokening anthropophagenous pro- 
clivities, whereas the Englishman, being a rumi- 
nating animal of the bovme type, is incapable of 
such mastication— if that theory could be estab- 
lished, the accusation against Scotland might 
assume a serious aspect but, until that day ar- 
rives, "Alba" may*safely leave ignorant English- 
men wallowing in abuse of things Scottish, to 
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the contempt which their rudeness and stupidity 
deserve. Suffer me to allude to an incident 
which shows, I think, how such aspersions 
may best be met. Between thirty and forty 
years ago, two large religious denominations in 
Scotland were desirous of becoming united. 
After protracted negotiations, the proposal, for 
a time, had to be abandoned, owing, to some 
extent, to the opposition of a few devout persons 
in the remote Highlands, who refused to 
acknowledge as Christian brethern, people who, 
they alleged, not content with laying sacrilegious 
hands on the sacred Scriptures, were also in the 
habit of winding up their unhallowed orgies of 
scones and buttermilk with (horribile dictu !) 
toothsome tit-bits of cooked babies ! So far as 
I am aware, no person belonging to the 
maligned denomination felt himself a penny the 
worse for so preposterous a calumny. Havmg a 
conscience void of offence in the matter of 
babies, the slanderous accusation was merely 
regarded as an illustration of the deplorable 
deptiis to which religious bigotry, coupled with 
conceited ignorance, can descend. It only 
remains to be added that the union, formerly 
defeated, has now been happily consummated. 

There is a fair probability that in years to come 
Great Britain may still continue to possess within 
its borders stupid Englishmen who dislike Scot- 
land, and peppery Scotsmen who resent the 
dislike. It hardly seems to me as if the tone of 
" Alba's " contribution will do much to sweeten 
relations between them. This I think a thing 
to be regretted. To all intents and purposes 
English and Scottish now form one people. 
" For better, for worse,** the two Kingdoms have 
become one, owning allegiance to the same king, 
obeying the same laws, inspired by the same 
ideals, and recognising (one would fain hope) 
that an injury done to either of them is an injury 
done to both. What though there be some 
stupid Englishmen who, disliking the Scots, 
pretend to believe them cannibals or the 
descendants of cannibals 1 Leave them to stew 
in the juice of their own childish imaginings. 
If a Scotsman happens to enter a room where a 
mother is holding her infant child in her arms, 
and the infant, misliking the Scotsman's personal 
appearance, resents his intrusion by lifting up its 
voice in approved baby fashion— surely the 
wisest thing for the Scotsman to do in the 
circumstances is to struggle to maintain an 
attitude of outward unconcern, however deeply 
his feelings may be wounded, rather than 
provoke louder demonstrations of hostility and 
mcur the undying enmity of the mother by 
pricking the baby with a pin. 

W. S. 



James Clyde, LL.D. (2nd S., VIII., 28, 
63).— I thank both " W. B. R. W." and " W. S." 
for their notes in re Dr. Clyde. It is somewhat 
unusual to find three persons (father, son, and 
grandson) all bearing the same name and all 
more or less distinguished. Consequently, it 
need not be wondered at that, when rambling in 
St. Mary's Kirkyard, Dumfries, I came upon a 
headstone inscribed to the Rev. James Clyde 
that I thought it might be the grammarian. I 
copied it as follows :— "Rev. James Clyde. Born 
in Perth, 23rd August, 1776. Minister of the 
United Presbyterian Church, Lorebum Street, 
Dumfries, from 18 10. Died 7th March, 185 1, 
Aged 75." I have a copjr of "Greek Syntax, with 
a Rationale of Constructions" (1857), and it has a 
prefatory notice by Prof. Blackie, who states that 
" the work was undertaken at his request for the 
use of his classes at the University" (Edinburgh) 
Another book of Dr. Clyde's, "Romaic and 
Modem Greek compared with one another and 
with Ancient Greek," is specially eulogised by 
Lord Broughton in his "Travels in Albania." 
This nobleman was better known as John Cam 
Hobhouse, friend and associate of Lord Byron, 
who dedicated his " Siege of Corinth " to him. 
In Dr. Clyde's preface we learn that he studied 
in Athens, under Prof Asopois, in 1853, having 
as fellow-student Aristides Cyprianos, who 
subsequently became famous. Looking at this 
book with a printer's eye, I observed in the 
punctuation that when a comma was required a 
space was placed before it, and this satisfied me 
that the book was a foreign product, " made in 
Germany" — that is, printed in Leipsic, where 
probably he had studied and made friends. 
Why such a renowned scholar as Dr. Clyde 
appears to have been should not have received 
promotion to a professorship in one of our uni- 
versities is one of those problems very difficult of 
solution. A parallel case of neglect is that of 
Wm. Veitch, LL.D. (ob. 1885, aged 91), who 
was renowned over Europe as a Greek gram- 
marian, yet never obtained a Greek chair. 

Alba. 

Melbourne, Australia. 



A BucHAN Farm Rhyme. — A correspondent 
relates that her mother, Isabella Lawrance (1815- 
1899) used to repeat the undernoted rhyme, 
which was known to her as early as 1820 : — 
At Sapling Brae 
I brak' ma tae ; 
I shod my horse at Biffie ; 

I pooM a wand 
In Rennals' yard, 
An' whuppit on to Bruxie. 
Aberdeen. Robert Murdoch. 
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THE BIRTHPLACE OF GEORGE 
RIDPATH. 
(2nd S., Vol, VIII., p. 100,) 

Recognising the potent personality concealed 
beneath the fantastic adornment of "Evan Odd," 
I hasten to assure him that the controversy to 
which he refers has been so completely buried in 
oblivion as to render it a thankless, if not hopeless, 
task attempting to "recover the ashes." In the 
sad, oblivious years, alluded to by " Evan Odd," of 

. . . old, unhappy, far-off things. 
And battles long ago, 

when my esteemed friend, Mr. Wilson, and I 
were " butchered to make a Roman holiday" — 
the point at issue between us was left, when 
once our contortions had ceased in the arena, in 
something like the following position. By one 
combatant it was asserted, on reputable author- 
ity, that George Ridpath was bom in Stirling- 
shire, by the other it was inferred, on the 
authority of persons amply qualified to form a 
just inference, that he was a native of Berwick- 
shire. Assertion versus inference — that was 
how the dispute was left when the confused 
noise of warriors had come to an end. Will 
" Evan Odd " pardon me for saying that that is 
precisely the position in which his contribution 
to the discussion still leaves it ? 

(1) "Evan Odd" refers to a statement in a 
pamphlet which he does not quote, but which 
had led Messrs. TumbuU and Maidment to 
arrive at the conclusion that Berwickshire was 
probably Ridpath's native place. Personally I 
prefer an assertion backed by trustworthy 
evidence, to any inference however plausible. 
Humanutn est errare. An assertion, no doubt, 
may be wrong, but an inference may not only be 
wrong but the conclusion it seeks to establish 
may also be wrong — a double chance of error. 

(2) The statement referred to by " Evan Odd" 
occurs in a pamphlet entitled, " The Spirit of 
Calumny and Slander." A copy of this 
pamphlet is, I believe, in the Advocates' Library, 
Edinburgh, but I have not hitherto had an 
opportunity of examining it. It was one of 
many pamphlets written by Alexander Monro, 
D.D., a native of Ross-shire, minister succes- 
sively at Dunfermline, Kinglassie, and Wemyss, 
who in course of time became Principal of Edin- 
burgh University. He was not contemporary 
with Ridpath at the University, his Principalship 
extending from 1685 to 1690, when he was de- 
posed; while Ridpath was expelled the University 
and banished the country in 1681 — if Wodrow's 



date and his own statement are to be believed. 
The two men were strangers to each other: 
Monro could have known nothing about Ridpath 
except what he learned from others, or perhaps 
gleaned from the matriculation registers of the 
University. The two were bitter opponents and 
stood at opposite poles of thought and feeling. 
Monro was a dig^nified Prelatist ; Ridpath a 
sturdy Presbyterian — "and what part hath he 
that believeth with an infidel?" Neither would 
credit his adversary with a capacity to tell the 
truth. Judging from Ridpath's reply, Monro 
was a person constitutionally incapable of 
making a statement of fact without wilful or 
unintentional falsification. If, therefore, he had 
happened to stumble on the truth as to Ridpath's 
place of birth, or even so much as a hint at it, 
Ridpath in all probability would have called 
attention to a phenomenon so astounding as 
that Monro, for once in his life, had contrived to 
state a fact without blundering. In default of 
knowing Monro's words, will " Evan Odd " give 
me leave to conjecture what possibly it was he 
did say ? To a Prelatist like Monro, a Presby- 
terian belonged to an inferior order of being in the 
scale of creation. He probably made some 
sneering or sarcastic reference to the insignifi- 
cance of Ridpath's origin. Perhaps he twitted him 
with being " a scurrilous scribbler— a clownish 
rustic — a banished outlaw — a creature of no 
consideration— descended from an obscure family 
somewhere on the Border"— or words to that 
effect 

(3) The slighting allusion to his family seems 
to have wounded Ridpath deeply. Speaking of 
himself in the third person, he says ("Scots 
Episcopal Innocence," 1694, p. 52), ". . . my 
next Attaque shall be upon your [Dr. Monro's] 
Evidence, Sir William Paterson, who is pleased 
to treat Mr Ridpath with the genteel Terms of 
* Villain, Rascal, Varlet, etc.,' though at the same 
time Mr. Ridpath is content to refer it to any 
Herald in Scotland, Whether the Family whence 
he is descended or Sir William's be the best. 
It can be very well instructed that the family of 
Ridpath is of the same Original with the 
Gordons, both by the Heralds' Books, their 
armorial Bearings, and constant Tradition. And 
I think there's none will deny that the Family of 
Gordon is one of the eldest and greatest 
Families in Scotland. The history of Douglas 
does also own that their Princely Family did not 
think it below them to espouse the Quarrel of 
that of Ridpath ; the best Families of the Mers, 
as those of Swinton, Cockbum, etc., will not 
disown their having been allied to them : And 
there's yet a Monument in Cranshaw's Church, 
at the Head of that which was formerly the 
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Baron of Ridpath's Seat, demonstrating that 
one of our Kings did not think it below him to 
be the Guest of that Family, and to honour them 
with his Company to Church. This I have 
much ado to prevail with Mr. Ridpath to let pass, 
as being of the Opinion that all such things are 
but Vanity ; and that sola Virtus nobilitat ; nor 
would he have indeed suffered it, but that his 
malicious Enemies think it their interest to 
revile and vilify him, because, forsooth, he was 
a Servant ; though at the same time he was 
never Ser\'ant to any Man, but in a Station 
becoming a Scholar, and thinks it no disgrace 
to be so still : And as for being Servant to the 
two Sons of one Mr. Grey, it's false ; he had no 
concern but with one of the two Greys, and 
that was as an Assistant in his Studies ; and 
that Gentleman did then, and does still treat him 
as his Companion, nor is he asham'd to own 
that he serves Mr. Grey now." 

A long account follows, occupying several 
pages, and detailing the circumstances of his 
expulsion from Edinburgh, which, though deeply 
interesting, is Irrelevant to the present discussion. 
Two things stand out clearly from the words 
above quoted, (i) The quotation proves Rid- 
path to have been no son of lord or laird, but a 
man in humble circumstances, depending for 
maintenance on his own exertions. (2) It 
proves that he regarded Berwickshire as the 
ancestral home of his family. But, as far as 
throwing any light on his own place of birth is 
concerned, he might have been born at John 
o' Groats or in the wilds of Connemara, for all 
the help the quotation affords. 

I fear I can produce little fresh evidence in 
favour of Stirlingshire as Ridpath's birthplace. 
Confirmation of his birth in that county may 
need to be sought in the British Museum or the 
Bodleian Library, Oxford. The original home 
of the Ridpaths was doubtless in Berwickshire, 
where they were found in large numbers in 
Ridpath's day. They were less numerous in 
Edinburgh, Leith, and Haddingtonshire ; a few 
lived in Fifeshire; one, a skipper, was an indweller 
in Bo'ness ; and one enterprising lady of the 
name penetrated as far as Lanarkshire. No 
Ridpath, so far as I have observed, was located 
in Stirlingshire at the period under discussion. 
Notwithstanding this, local historians claim him 
for the county, where, they allege, without hesita- 
tion, he was born in 1663. Suffer me to bolster 
up this allegation with my inference, or series of 
inferences, which I hope "Evan Odd" may 
consider not less obvious than the one to which 
he has called attention. In the "Edinburgh 
Register of Marriages " a marriage is recorded 
between George Ridpath, tailor, and Jean Weir, 



on i6th December, 1652. These may con- 
ceivably have been the parents of George 
Ridpath. If so, Jean Weir may have been a 
native of Stirlingshire, where the name was 
then, and is still, not uncommon, and, if so, the 
accident of Ridpath's birth in Stirlingshire, as 
vouched for by excellent authority, may readily 
be accepted. 

My thanks are due to "Evan Odd" for 
hunting down and tracing back to a contempor- 
ary source the Berwickshire legend about 
Ridpath. He has laid the story bare to the 
root — has stripped it of much of the 
mystery with which it had become invested 
— has unconsciously revealed the unlikelihood 
of any good thing at that particular period 
coming out of Berwickshire — and has de- 
monstrated, even to the satisfaction, I trust, 
of my friend, Mr. Wilson, the sheer destitution 
-—the condition of absolutely primitive naked- 
ness—in which his Berwickshire plea for 
Ridpath now stands. 

W. S. 

4c 

Glencoe Massacre Relic— The Daily 
Mail of 26th January this year contains the 
appendid notice of a famous relic. Written 
upon a single sheet of paper, the original order 
for the massacre of Glencoe is shortly to be 
sold at Messrs. Puttick & Simpson's rooms. 
The fatal document reads : — 

" You Are hereby ordered to fall upon the 
rebels, the McDonalds of Glencoe, and put all 
to the sword under Seventy. You are to have 
a special care that the old Ffox and his sones 
do upon no account escape your hands. You 
are to secure all the avenues that no man 
escape. 

" This you are to put into executione at fyve 
of the clock precisely, and by that time or very 
shortly after it I'll strive to be att you with a 
stronger party. If I doe not come to you at fyve 
you are not to tary for me, but to fall upon. 

"This is by the King's special command for 
the good and Safety of the country, that these 
miscreants be cutt off root and branch. See 
that this be putt into executione without fend 
or favour, else you may expect to be dealt with 
as one not true to King nor Government, nor a 
man fitt to carry commissione in the King's 
service. Expecting you will not fail in the 
fulfilling hereof, as you love yourselfe.. I 
subscribe these with my hand att Balicholis, 
Ffeb. 22, 1692, R. O. Duncanson, ffor ther 
Majesties' service. — To Capt Robert Campbell, 
of Glenlyon." Robert Murdoch. 

Aberdeen. 
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LAWRANCE AND LAWRENCE FAMILIES 
IN ABERDEENSHIRE, 1696. 

(Continued from 2nd S., K///., 118,) 

VOLUME II. 

PARISH OF AUCHREDIE. 
Auchmaludies, Bedlainis, and Drums. 

11. William Laurance, cottar, and his spouse, i2S. 

PITFORSKIE. 

12. Marjorie Laurance, servant, fee per annum £%t 

fortieth pairt and generall poll . los. 

PARISH OF LONMAY. 

36. William Laurence, tennent in Cairnglasse, pos- 

sesses of his master's valued rent £63 13s. 4d., 
which, with his owne generall poll, and his 
wife, Agnes Murison, is . . £1 5s. 4d. 
Robert Milne, shoemaker, and his wife, Jean 
Leurence i8s. 

37. Christian Laurence, and her sone, Alexander 

Buchan, a weaver .... iSs. 
Alexander Laurence (servant to David Smith, 
tennent in Cairnglasse), her yeirlie fee, £12, 



is 128. 

William Laurence, weaver, and his wife i8s. 
38. Isobell Laurence, and her son, Alexander Far- 
quhar 12s. 

WESTER CORTHIERAM ( VALUATION- 
IOC MERKS). 

41. George Laurence, cottar, and Agnes Robertson, 
his wife 12s. 



PARISH OF CRIMOND. 

48. William Lawrence (in Logie), tennent 2s. 6d. 

CALSIEHILL. 

49. William Lawrence, ther, and his wife 12s. 

And for valuatione ... 2s. 6d. 

PARISH OF TYRIE. NEW CAIK. 

59. Isobell Lawrence, servant, fee per annum 8 
merks, fortieth pairt and generall poll 8s. 8d. 

PARISH OF ABERDOUR. 

63. The Lord Pitsligo, the greatest heretors, valua- 
tione is ... . £950 OS. od. 
The hundredth part, peyable be the tennents, 

£g los, od. 

As followeth : — 
John Lawrence, George Ogstoun, and Alex- 
ander Black .... 28. 6d. 



MAYNES OF ABERDOUR. 

64. James Lawrence, servant, fee per annum £1^ 

6s., fortieth pairt and generall poll is 138. 8d. 

AUCHMALUDIE. 

65. Agnes Lawrence, servant, the same fee [viz., 

^8 per annum], and poll 106. 

PORTIONERS OF QUARRELL BURN. 

69. John Laurence, and his wife and daughter, iSs. 
And for valuatione . 28. 6d. 

MAINES. 

72. James Lawrence, subtennent, and his wiie, 128. 

TOWIE. 

73. John Lawrence, herd, his fee per anni^m £^t 

fortieth pairt and generall poll is . 8s. lod. 

PARISH OF PITSLIGO. 

85. John Lawrence, his fee per annum is £'7, fortieth 
pairt with generall poll 9s. 8d. 

87. Alexander Lawrence, servant, fee £9, fortieth 
pairt and generall poll . los. 6d. 

PARISH OF FRASERBURGH. 

92. William Lawrence, servant, at £'10 fee per 

annum i is. 

94. John Lawrence, servant, at 3 merks of fee, 7s. 
Andrew Lawrance, subtennent, and Margrat 
Robertson, his wife . .12s. 

Robert Lawrance, ;^8 of fee . . 106. 

96. Elizabeth Lawrence, indweller (subtennent in 

Techmuirie) 6s, 

loi. John Lawrance, and his wife (tennents in the 
Maynes of Ffailorth) . . .12s. 

PARISH OF CRUDEN. OVER ACHIRIE. 

116. John Lawronsone, tennent ther 17s. 8d. 
Elspet Forrest, his spouse ... 6s. 
George, Gilbert, and Jean Lawronsones, ther 

children i8s. 

NETHER ACHIRIE. 

117. William Hay, grassman ... 6s. 
Margaret Lawrensone, his spouse . . 6s. 

PARISH OF SLAINS. KNAPLEASK. 

146. George Lawrensone, in Maynes of Leask, 
valued rent is 198. 

MAYNS OF LEASK. 

I 147. George Lawrensone, tennent ther, his propor- 
tione of the valued rent is 19s., and the gene- 
rall poll for himself and wife is £1 iis. od. 

I David Lawrensone, subtennent ther, and his 
wife, poll is 128. 
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PARISH OF FOVERANE. MAINS OF 
TILLIERAY. 

159. Robert Laurensone, tennent ther, his propor- 
tione with the generall poll is . .12s. 
Item, his wife, her poll is . .6s. 

KINKNOKIE. 

165. George Laurensone, his fee £4 per annum, 
poll is 8s. 

PARISH OF UDNIE. TORRIE. 

172. Francis Laurensone, tradesman, and his wife, 

poll i8s. 

NEW SEAT OF DRUMBRECK. 

173. John Laurie, for fee and poll, is . . iis. 
William Laurie (no fee), and poll for himself 

and wife 12s. 

PARISH OF TARVES. NORTHSEAT. 

188. Gilbert Lawrance, cottar, and his wyfe, of 
generall poll I2S. 

MEIKLE YTHSIE. 

197. George Laurie, servant, of fee and generall 
poll Z4S. 8d. 

PARISH OF METHLICK. WEATSEAT. 
225. Alexander Laurie and his wife, their poll is 12s. 

PARISH OF LOGIE BUCHAN. MEIKLE 
TIPPERTY. 

231. Elspet Laurenson, for fee and generall poll, los. 

PARISH OF KINGEDWARD. MILNESEATT. 

327. Item, Walter Lowrie (subtennent), grassman 
ther, and Margaret Smart, his spouse 12s. 

PARISH OF TURREFF. 
341. Lourance Law, ther . . .is. 

MILL OF ASHOGLE. 

345. John Laurence, servant, for fee and generall 
poll los. 8d. 

353. Jean Lourance, servant, for fee and generall 
poll 9s. 

355. James Laurie, servant, for fee and generall 
poll, is 13s. 

360. Elspet Lawrance, for fee and generall poll, 7s. 

PARISH OF AUCHTERLASS. MILLN OF 
TOWIE. 

386. John Lourie, servant, for fee and generall poll, 
is IIS. 



PARISHES OF RUTHEN AND BOTARIE. 
HILLYSYDE. 

441. Walter Lowrie, and Walter, Jane, and Issobell 
Lowries, his childring, in familiar is £\ 4s. 

PARISH OF BAHELWIE. 
532. William Lowray, in Haterseat (tennent) 5s. 

PARISH OF OLD MACHAR. BALGOUNIE. 

554. John Laurenstone, wyver, and his wyfe, their 
poll is 1 8s. 

562. John Laurenstone, with his wife (no children, 

etc. ), and his oun generall poll . . 12s. 

563. Margarat Laurenston, 14 merks per annum, 

108. 8d. 

TOWN OF OLD ABERDEEN. 

584. John Lawrensone, merchant ther (no stock), 
and his wife 12s. 

590. Elspet Laurenstone, servant, for fee and gene- 
rall poll £1 4s. od. 

TOWN AND FREEDOM OF ABERDEEN. 

614. Isobell Collie, relict of James Bartlett, stock 
under 10,000 merks, no child; servants, James 
Deans and Jean Lowrans, no fee; Marjorie 
Smith, 16 merks yearly . . £^ 9s. 4d. 

616. Thomas Burnet, litster, stock under 5,000 merks, 
for himselfe and wife, James and Anna, his 
children; servants, Alexander Robertsone, 
£24 yearly. Christian Watson and Elspet 
Lowrans, £fi yeirly, each . £5 128. od. 

631. Charles Lowrie, merchant, stock above 10,000 
merks, for himselfe and wife, no child; ser- 
vants, William Lowrie and William Eraser, 
no fees ; Margaret Eraser, Janet Jaffray, and 
Janet Anderson, no fees ; [ J Marnoch, 
16 merks yeirly . . 13s. 4d. 

From the foregoing references, it may be 
safely asserted that the home of one of the 
branches of the Lawrances lies in the eastern 
portion of Aberdeenshire, and I shall be glad if 
any reader can account in any way for the 
migration to the districts named in the list It 
is quite possible that the name was acquired 
from Lawrance Eraser of Philorth, Fraserburgh, 
who flourished 1498. One gentleman tells me 
that his grandfather said his progenitors believed 
themselves to be a remnant of those who par- 
ticipated in the Spanish Armada, but the evi- 
dence surrounding this mythical tale is without 
foundation. In any case, the name is one of 
frequent occurrence in Orkney and Shetland, in 
a variety of forms. 

In a historical sketch of the Clan MacLaurin 
by James Logan, 1899 edition, p. 305, the fol- 
lowing interesting information is given : — The 
MacLaurins afford an instance of a clan of very 
ancient descent, having become of inconsider^ 
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able importance compared with other more 
fortunate tribes. There is a traditional origin 
given of the MacLaurins with reference to a 
mermaid, which is among the most puerile of 
many similar legends, but it was sufficient to 
induce the heralds to assign armorial bearings 
allusive to the fancied occurrence when the 
eminent Lord Dreghom, who claimed the chief- 
ship, applied, in 178 1, for matriculation of these 
family honours in the Lyon College of Arms. 

Loarn or Lawrin, one of the sons of Ere, who 
setded in Argyle, 503, acquired that district, 
which from him is said to have obtained its 
name. This appellation, however spelt, is in- 
variably pronounced Lawrin by the Gael ; and 
there can be no reasonable doubt that it is a 
modification of Lawrence, the name of the saint 
who suffered martyrdom under Valerian, 261. 
Its Gaelic orthography is Labhrainn, the bh 
being quiescent 

Aberdeen. Robert Murdoch. 

* 

Scott and Urquhart Families.— An 
"Aberdeen Almanac" of 1823, presented by 
Mr. George Walker, Aberdeen, to the Aberdeen 
Public Library, has the following information in 
handwriting on the fly-leaves at the end : — 
"Anne Urquhart, married to Mr. Scott in 
Augt. 1820. Sept. 1 82 1 had a still-born dr. In 
June 1822, had a son who only lived a few hours. 
Mr. Scott, died 2* Deer 1822. Williamina 
Scott, bom 13 May, 1823. 10 Dec 1822. Rep*- 
opened. Present.— G. Burnett, Rev^- W"** 
Malcolm, Leochel, Beng"*- Lumsden Hatton 
bum, Alex Harper, merch** Abd"- John Lumsden 
Sherriffs and Rev. Mr. Urquhart — 5 first 
Trustees by unexecuted sett*-" Rev. William 
Malcolm mentioned above was granduncle of 
J. Malcolm Bulloch, and that gentleman may 
note that another edition of his relative's 
catechism (2d.) which was revised, enlarged, 
and edited by the Rev. James Grant, D.D., 
minister of Fordyce, was published - by D. 
Wyllie & Son, 247 Union Street, Aberdeen, 
last year. There were 1,000 copies printed, and 
although there is no imprint, the printers were 
Messrs. G. & W. Fraser, Aberdeen. 

Aberdeen. Robert Murdoch. 



Madeline Smith (2nd S., VIII., 115).— 
"Surely it is about time that that unhappy 
woman, who, we believe, is still alive, and a 
resident in London, should have the benefit of 
the Statute of Limitations." — Spectator^ January 
26, 1907. X. 



Butler's "Lobster" Simile.— There is a 
favourite quotation in "Hudibras" (Canto XL, 
part 2) : 

The sun had long since in the lap 
Of Thetis taken out his nap. 
And like a lobster boiled, the morn 
From black to red began to turn. 

Like many other youngsters with literary 
proclivities, I doated on this droll phrase and 
drs^ged it into my correspondence, so much so 
that the late Mr. Alexander Simpson, well known 
in Aberdeen as a superior critic on art and the 
drama, gently reproved me. I had not read 
Rabelais then, but some years afterwards I 
bought an old volume (Motteux's translation) of 
"Pantagruel's Voyage to the Oracle of the 
Bottle," and there m Book V., chapter 8, 1 found 
this realistic picture :— " When day, peeping in the 
east, made the sky turn from black to red, like a 
boiling lobster y he waked us again," etc. It will 
be perceived at once that Butler "conveyed" 
the conceit from Rabelais, who flourished in 
France full^ a century earlier (1483-1553)1 and, 
like other thieves, spoiled the booty in its forcible 
removal. A critic out here instanced that 
veritable couplet about the lobster as a proof of 
originality, to copy which would be plagiarism ; 
but he was somewhat shocked to learn that 
Butler was the plagiarist himself, and conse> 
quently he had to modify his oracular dictum. 
Before I had dipped mto PanUgrucl and 
Gargantua, that couplet haunted my mind when 
other and better Hudibrastic lines eluded recall, 
and I quoted them with relish as a sample of 
the wit of Samuel Butier; but one day a 
matter-of-fact fishmonger disparagingly termed 
them nonsense, to my surprise. He maintained 
that the colour of a boiled lobster was fixed 
and could not turn, whereas the case was 
different with a lobster that had to be boiled. 
He examined it from a professional point of 
view, and his objection was valid and scrupu- 
lously correct But Rabelais made no such 
blunder, and unquestionably this whimsical 
description of sunrise belongs by priority of 
claim to the witty Frenchman. 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 



Geological Note.— In an excavation mak- 
ing just now (Febi-uary 15) for an addition to 
the Middle School irf'the Gallowgate, a layer of 
black earth is seen below ten or twelve feet of 
gravel which had been brought to fill up a 
natural hollow in the Gallowgate, between 
Littlejohn Street and Upperkirkgate, Aberdeen. 

John Milne, LL.D. 
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NOTABLE MEN AND WOMEN OF 
FORFARSHIRE. 
(Continued from 2nd S., VIII,, 120.) 

17. Allan, Thomas R. : Violinist. Born 
iik)7 in Forfar, he was brother of No. 13, and a 
violinist of great ability. He settled in Fife, 
where he successfully organised musical classes, 
his services being in great demand at all musical 
gatherings. His end was tragic, as he was found 
lying dead at a dykeside in 1851. 

18. Allan, William : Minor Poet. Born 
'.784 or 1780, he died early in the year 1804, 
but before his death had written a good deal of 
verse. He was a friend of Alexander Balfour. 
For notice see " Bards of Angus and Meams." 

19. Allan, Sir William, M.P. : Minor 
Poet and Politician. Born Dundee, 22nd 
November, 1837, bred an engineer, he wrought at 
his trade in Glasgow and elsewhere, and served 
on board one of the blockade runners during the 
American Civil War. He entered the strvice of 
an engineering firm at Sunderland in 1868, and 
became manager of the works in 1870. A pro- 
line author, he has published six volumes of 
verse. Conspicuous among them are the 
following:— *'A Book of Poems," "Heather Bells," 
and " Lays of Leisure." Moreover, as befits a 
marine engine builder and proprietor of the 
Scotia Engine Works at Sunderland, he has also 
monographed on " Rough Casting " and " The 
Engine Room." He first entered Parliament as 
a iGidical in 1893 for the burgh of Gateshead, 

a seat he held till his death in . He was an 

advanced Radical, generally in sympathy with 
Sir Charles Dilke's political views, but more 
particularly with those of Mr. William Allan, a 
fact which did not, however, render him any the 
less popular, both in the House and among his 
constituents. He was one of the most pictur- 
esque of parliamentarians in the closing years of 
Mr. Gladstone's career, and came to the front in 
that Parliament by his vigorous denunciations 
of the tubular boilers then being introduced into 
the Navy. He was knighted before his death in 
recognition of his public services. 

20. Allardyce John : Violinist. Born 
Guthrie, 5th November, 1838, he is an excellent 
player on the violin, long resident in Arbroath, 
and has a wide reputation in the North-East of 
Scotland. 

21. Anderson, Alexander (Rev.) : Free 
Church Divine and Author. Bom 1823 in 



Barry, he was ordained to Helensburgh Free 

Church in 1858, and died in . He published 

a " Life of Dr. Nathamael Paterson.'* 

22. Anderson, James (Rev.) : Free Church 
Divine and Author. A native of Kirriemuir, 
born 1807, he was educated at Marischal College, 
Aberdeen, and the Theological Hall of the 
Original Secession Church. For some years a 
minister of that Church in his native town, he 
resigned his charge owing to an affection of the 
chest. Settling in Edinburgh, he devoted him- 
self to biographical literature. He assisted Dr. 
M*Crie, Hugh Miller, Dr. Fleming, and Prof. 
Balfour in producing a volume called "The 
Bass Rock," 1847. In 1850 he brought out his 
most celebrated work, "The Ladies of the 
Covenant." In 1852 he joined the Free Church 
of Scotland with many other Original Secession 
ministers. His other works were, " The Ladies 
of the Reformation" (two series), 1854, etc., 
and "Memorable Women in Puritan Times," 
2nd vol., 1862. He died in 1875. 

23. Anderson, James : -Author. A native 
of Arbroath, flourished in the second half of the 
nineteenth century, and is the author of a book 
of travels. I have no other notes about him. 

24. Anderson, John: Town Clerk, etc. 
Born Dundee, 1795, son of William, a brewer, 
and elder in the Auld Kirk, he was educated at 
St. Andrews, but studied law at Edinburgh 
University. He commenced business in Dundee, 
where he figured as a keen Liberal and municipal 
reformer. A Police Commissioner in 1833, he 
was returned as one of the Merchant Councillors 
in 1 83 1, and was chosen First Bailie in 1833. 
In 1838 he opposed the Jail Bill, which, largely 
owing to his exertions, was defeated. One of 
the leading spirits in fighting the Auld Kirk 
pretensions, and getting the legal stipend of 
ministers reduced to £10^, he was appointed 
Conjunct Town Clerk in 1854, and died 1864. 

25. Anderson, Joseph, LL.D. : Distin- 
guished Antiquary. A native of Arbroath, born 
in 1832, he became a teacher in his native town 
1852, and was sent to Constantinople in that 
capacity in 1856, where he remained till 1859. 
He acted as editor of /oAn d Groats Jouriud 
1860-69, and has been Keeper of the National 
Museum of Antiquities since 1870. He has 
issued the following works : — " Orkneyinga 
Saga," 1873; "The Oliphants in Scotland,' 
1879; Drummond's "Ancient Scottish Weapons," 
1 88 1. He has also been twice Rhind Lecturer, 
publishing "Scotland in Early Christian and 
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Pagan Times," 4 vols., 1881-6, and "Early 
Christian Monuments of Scotland," 1892. He 
is Hon. Professor of Antiquities to the Royal 
Scottish Academy, and has contributed numer- 
ous papers to the proceedings of the society. 

26. AiKENHEAD, James : a native of Mont- 
rose, trained in the of&ce of Robert Clark, writer 
there, afterwards engaged in London ; emigrated 
from thence to Launceston, Tasmania. In 1841 
he, along with others, established "The Corn- 
wall Fire and Marine Insurance Company," of 
which he remained secretary until 1884 ; and in 
1842 he assisted in establishing The Launceston 
Examiner^ of which he acted as editor until 
1869. He was one of the founders of the 
Launceston Savings Bank, of which he remained 
a manager until his death ; also of the Launces- 
ton Chamber of Commerce, the Mechanics' 
Institute, and the Launceston Public Library. 
From 1870 till 1885 he represented Tamar m 
the Legislative Council, and from 1876 till his 
retirement he was Chairman of Committees. 
He died on 9th July, 1887. 

27. Anderson, Alexander, M.D. : Son of 
James Anderson, farmer. Law of Craigo, near 
Montrose, bom 1806, graduated as M.D. at 
Edinburgh University, but never practised. He 
took much interest in Montrose Museum, and, 
being a specialist in coins and medals, he spent 
much time in arranging these, along with other 
curios connected with historic dynasties from 
before the Christian era to the present date. He 
died at Montrose on 22nd August, 1893. 

28. Amderson, William : Minor Poet 
Bom about 1750, in Kingoldrum Schoolhouse, 
he settled as teacher of a private school in 
Kirriemuir. He wrote verse, and published 
" The Piper of Peebles— A Tale," in 1793. The 
first edition, "By the Lamb-Leader," was 
anonymous. A later edition bore Anderson's 
name. He published another volume, "The 
Besom Men," 1798. The date of Anderson's 
death is unknown. 

29. Anderson, William, The Honour- 
able, J. P. : Colonial Politician. Bom Montrose, 
January 3, 1828, son of James, and Hannah, 
his wife ; taken to Tasmania in 1842, but removed 
to Victoria in 1844. In 1849 he took over his 
father's business as a builder, and managed it till 
1854, when he joined his father in the purchase 
of Rosemount Farm, his present home. He 
became an elder in the Presbyterian Church in 
1854, and was for two years President of the 
Aborigines Society. Appointed J. P. in 1864, 



he sat in the Legislative Assembly for Villiers 
and Heytesbury from 1880 to 1892, when he was 
defeated at the poll. In 1887 he was awarded 
the prize for the best managed farm in Southern 
Victoria. He was Minister of Public Works in 
the Gillies Administration, but resigned with the 
rest of his colleagues in 1890. 

30. .0 Angus, Alexander : Minor Poet. 
" Secunder." Bom in 1842 at Auchterhouse, he 
enlisted in his youth, and served as a soldier in 
India, where he rose to be a sergeant On his 
discharge he entered the railway service, and 
became stationmaster at Carnoustie. At his 
death in 1896 he was goods agent at Broughty 
Ferry. A pleasant verse writer, he figures in 
" Bards of Angus and the Meams." 

31. Angus, James : Minor Poet He was 
of Kirriemuir, and in 1857 he published a booklet 
of religious verse. I know nothing more of him. 

32. Angus, William Cargill : Minor Poet 
Bom in Arbroath in 1870, he enlisted, when 
only fifteen years of age, in the Black Watch, 
and saw service in the Belfast riots, 1886. 
Drafted to Malta, he removed with his regiment 
to Gibraltar in 1889, and was there in 1892, but 
anxious to retum home ; he wrote " Notes from 
Gibraltar" for the Arbroath Guide. His poems 
and songs have appeared in the Guide^ the 
Weekly NewSy and other papers. " O Lass, Are 
You Weary?" "My Bonnie Jean," "The Sun 
Will Shine Again " are tne pieces that appear 
under his name in the 1 5th Vol. of " Edwards's 
Modem Scottish Poets." 

33. Annan, Robert : Missionary Evange- 
list. Bom in Dundee, 5th October, 1834, he led 
in youth a profligate life, in the course of which 
he emigrated to the United States, and then 
went to Canada, where he enlisted in a Highland 
regiment, but deserted and entered the Navy, 
from which he also deserted, but finally gave 
himself up, after which he was bought off by his 
relatives, and returned to Dundee. Here he was 
converted during the i860 revival, after which he 
acted for some time as missionary under the 
East Coast Mission, but latterly became fore- 
man to a firm of wood merchants. It was his 
habit to preach in the streets on Sabbath 
evenings and often during the week. A fine 
swimmer, he saved eleven persons from drown- 
ing, but perished in saving the twelfth, a boy of 
five, who had fallen into the water at the harbour. 
The boy was saved, but Annan sank and was 
drowned. His life, under the title of "The 
Christian Hero," was written by the Rev. John 
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McPhcrson, Dundee. A few months after 
Annan's death 6,000 copies of this book were dis- 
posed of, and a second edition of 6,000 copies 
was issued. His death took place in December, 
1867. A monument to his memory, in Dundee 
Cemetry, was raised in 1869. 

34. Arbuthnot, Alexander : One of 
Scotland's early printers. My only information 
about him is that he died in 1 585, and that he 
is claimed as a native of Forfarshire. There is 
an Alexander Arbuthnot mentioned as a poet 
by Alan Reid, who belonged to the Mearns, 
^535-^3' Perhaps he was the same person. 

35. Archer, David Wallace : Minor 
Poet. Born Kirriemuir, he was bred as a grocer, 
then became a law-clerk, and latterly was agent 
for an insurance company. In 1889 he pub- 
lished ** Leaves from Logiedale.'' 

36. ^ Archer, William : Minor Poet. Bom 
Carnoustie, 1843, and bred to the sea, he is now, 
or was recently, examining officer of H.M. 
Customs. He has written songs and poems 
under the nom de plume of " Sagittarius.** See 
"Edwards*s Modern Scottish Poets," Vol. IV. 

37. Arnott, Xeil, M.D. : Philosopher, 
Inventor, etc. The son of a Catholic farmer, 
bom at Arbroath in 1788, he was educated at 
Aberdeen Grammar School and Marischal Col- 
lege. After studying medicine, he went to 
London in 1806, and studied seven months at 
St. George's Hospital. He made two voyages to 
China as surgeon in the service of the E.I. Co.; 
then from 18 11 till 1855 he carried on a large 
practice in London. He was physician to the 
French and Spanish Embassies, and an original 
member of the Senate of the London University 

(1836) . He was also F.R.S. and F.G.S., and 
was Physician-Extraordinary to the Queen 

(1837) . He died in 1874. A course of lectures 
(1823-4) on Natural Philosophy in its applica- 
tion to medicine formed the basis of his 
^'Elements of Physics or Natural Philosophy, 
General and Medical" (i827--7th ed., 1876). 
In 1832 he invented the water-bed, and his 
treatise on "Warming and Ventilating" (1834) 
describes the "Arnott Stove" and "Araott 
Ventilator." His " Survey of Human Progress " 
(i86i)isfull of enlightened views on improve- 
ment generally. He was a munificent bene- 
factor to the higher education, he and his widow 
giving no less' than 12,000 to the London 
University, the four Scottish universities, and two 
ladies' coU^es in London. 



38. " Arrott, David, M.D. : Minor Poet. A 
native of Arbroath, where he was bom in 1803, 
he studied medicine in Edinburgh and Berlin, 
but settled as doctor in his native place, where 
the rest of his life was spent. Besides possessing 
considerable scientific knowledge, and being very 
skilful in his profession, he was distinguished for 
his literary attainments. He wrote a good deal 
of verse, and one of his poems appears in 
"Round About the Round O." He died in 
1877. 

39. AUCHTERLONIE, DOUGLAS K. (ReV.) : 

A native of Carnoustie, where he was bora in 
1843, he studied for the ministry of the United 
Presbyterian Church, and was ordained minister 
of the congregation at Craigdam in 1872. Mr. 
Auchterlonie is a man of an original mind, and 
has published sermons and essays marked by 
keen thought and powerful imagination. He is 
much esteemed for his earnestness and devotion 
to duty. 

40. ^ Balfour, Alejcander : Minor Poet A 
native of Monikie, where he was bom, ist March, 
1767, he is claimed by Mr. M'Bain, in his 
" Arbroath Poets," as one of the bards of that 
town, because he spent a ^ood part of his life 
there and wrote many of his verses while there 
resident His education was limited, and he 
was early apprenticed to a weaver. Still, so 
eager was he in the matter of self-education that 
he was able, after a time, to become master of 
a side-school in his native parish. He began 
verse-writing when only twelve years of age, but 
it was during his life as a teacher that he first 
wrote for the press. At the age of twenty-six he 
came to Arbroath as clerk to a manufacturer, 
and the following year he married. Shortly 
after, he became a partner in the firm which he 
served, but the business proved unsuccessful, 
and in 181 5 the firm became bankrupt Mr. 
Balfour struggled on for a time in Arbroath, 
but in 1818 he removed to Edinburgh, where he 
served as clerk in the house of Blackwood, and 
where the last years of his life were spent He 
died in 1829. A prolific author, his pen was 
seldom idle : he published many occasional 
verses, as well as several works in prose and 
verse. Some of his songs were set to music, and 
are still popular. 

41. Balfour, Charles : Minor Poet 
Born near Carnoustie in 1819, he was early sent 
to work, and on the stage of life and labour has 
played many parts. Beginning as a cowherd, 
ne has been successively apprentice brewer, 
factory worker, soldier, railway parcel deliverer. 
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goods guard, passenger ^uard, and station- 
master. He was seriously injured in a railway 
accident in 1852, but recovered, and v^as ap- 
pointed station master at Glencarse, where he 
remained till his retiral early in the nineties. 
He is probably now dead. See Ford's " Harp 
of Perthshire.'' 

42. Balfour, Edward Green, M.D. : 
Naturalist and Author. A native of Montrose, 
where he was bom in 18 13, this enterprising 
Scotsman, after studying for the medical pro- 
fession, became connected with the medical 
staff in the service of the East India Company, 
where he rose to be Surgeon-General. A keen 
naturalist, he published in 1857 "Cyclopasdia of 
India and of Eastern and Southern Asia, 
Commercial, Industrial, and Scientific: Products 
of the Mineral, Vegetable, and Animal King- 
dom, Uuefiil Arts and Manufactures.'' A life of 
Dr. Balfour appears in the "National Dictionary 
of Biography." He died in 1889. 

43. Balfour, Sir George, M.P. : Liberal 
Politician. A native of Montrose and bom in 
1809, he married a daughter of Joseph Hume, 
the Radical politician of the reformed House of 
Commons. He was educated at Addiscombe 
Military Academy, and in 1825 entered the 
Madras Artillery. From 1843 to 1846 he was 
Consul at Shanghai, member of the Madras 
Military Board 1849-57, member of the Military 
Finance Commission of India in 1859-60. 
From i860 to 1862 Sir George was chief of the 
Military Finance Department of that com- 
mission. He has also been assistant to the 
Controller-in-Chief, War Department In 1872 
he was chosen M.P. for Kincardineshire, a seat 
he held till 1892, when he retired. Sir George 
became Major-General 1865 and Lieutenant- 
General 1874. He died 1894. 

Dollar. W. B. R. Wilson 

(To he continued,) 

* 

General Hugh Mercer.— "The Life of 
General Hugh Mercer," 8vo, 140 pp., illustrated, 
with brief sketches of General George 
Washington, John Paul Jones, General George 
Weedon, James Monroe, and Mary Ball 
Washington, who were friends and associates of 
General Mercer at Fredericksburg; also a 
sketch of Lodge No. 4, A.F. and A.M., of 
which Generals Washington and Mercer were 
members ; and a genealogical state of the 
Mercer family, by Judge John T. Goolrick of 
Fredericksburg, Va., was published last year 
by the Neale Publishing Company, of New 
York and Washington. The author affectionately 
dedicated the brok to his wife, a great-grand- 



daughter of George Mason, who was an intimate 
friend and associate of General Hugh Mercer. 
Aberdeen. Robert Murdoch. 

* 

(Iluertes. 

820. '^ "Scoto-Britannicus." — ^Tio was "Scoto- 
Britannicus," who published in 1822 a "Scottish 
Biographical Dictionary,'' which was the precursor 
of the collections of R. Chambers, . W. Anderson, 
and Joseph Irving ? As for the book itself^ I cannot 
say much in its favour. The memoirs are necessarily 
brief, but there are several names admitted which 
will not be found elsewhere. The book is a duo- 
decimo of 300 pages, two columns of only 8 ems 
pica — a ridiculously narrow measure — with double 
brass rules at top of page and down the centre. 
Writing as a printer, I cannot imagine that there 
was anything gained by the adoption of those little 
columns : it must have been a positive loss to all 
concerned, especially the unfortunate compositor. 
The printers were Balfour & Clarke, Edinburgh, 
and, in making up the book, they mistakenly only 
allowed 3 ems pica for "backs," the result being 
that, when bound, the stitching comes perilously 
near to the print. Interspersed through the book 
are several well-known poems. Sempill's " Rhyme 
on the Earl of Moray" (1568), six pages; Drum- 
mond's macaronic poem, " Polemo-Middinia"; Col- 
lin's ** Dirge on the Death of Thomson Michael 
Bruce's " Elegy on Spring"; Campbell's " LochiePs 
Warnftig," and " Dirge of Wallace"; Alex. Wilson's 
**Blue Bird"; songs by Tannahill, and Wolfe's 
" Monody on the Death of Sir John Moore." The 
book is printed for Peter Brown, of 37 Nicolson 
Street, Edinburgh. I am almost persuaded that 
** P. B." was the compiler. He subsequently emi- 
grated to America, and settled in Canada as a 
journalist, but he was eclipsed in fame both as author 
and publicist by his son, the Hon. George Brown, a 
grand Scot of physical and intellectual endowment, 
who edited the Toronto Globe for many years, and 
died on gth May, 1880, from the effects of a wound 
inflicted upon him by a discharged workman named 
Bennett. Perhaps ** W. S." will be able to inform 
me whether my conjecture that Peter Brown was 
the compiler of the book in question is correct or not 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

821. " Rose Douglas." — In Hugh Macdonald's 
delightful book, Rambles round Glasgow" (1854), 
he has this significant item in the Cambuslang sec- 
tion " The clever authoress of ' Rose Douglas,' a 
recent meritorious work of fiction, was born not 
quite a hundred miles from the manse of Cambus- 
lang, and gleaned a number of the characters intro- 
duced into that production from real personages who 
lived, or are still living, within no very great distance 
of that locality." Judging Macdonald's "hundred 
miles " to be a sort of pleonasm, I find that the in- 
cumbent of the Established Kirk of Cambuslang at 
that time was the Rev. J. Stewart Johnston, but 
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that gives me no clue as to the lady's identity. 
What was the name of this forgotten authoress ? 
Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

822. Drumquhassill. — Readers of the history 
of Scotland during the nonage of James VI. will 
remember the frequency of the Laird of Drumqu- 
hassil in the internecine conflicts between the ad- 
herents of Queen Mary and those of the Regent 
Moray. His name was John Cunningham, and he 
sided with the Regent's party. He is described as a 
valiant and skilful soldier, and certainly wherever 
there was fighting going on he was in the vanguard, 
doughtily contesting, with his own countrymen or 
with the auxiliary French. He was associated with 
Crawfixrd of Jordanhill in the successful escalade 
and capture of Dumbarton Castle in 1571, and in 
the surrender of Edinburgh Castle in 1578, but falling 
under the suspicion of the mushroom Earl of Arran, 
he was executed at Edinburgh, along with Malcolm 
Douglas of Mains, on 9th February, 1585. Arran 
himself perished ignomtniously in 1596 by the 
Douglas faction. My query is: Where was this 
lairdship of Drumquhassill situated ? I cannot trace 
it in the New Statistical Account of Scotland." 
Probably its name has been changed long ago, and 
it is extremely doubtful whether the Cunningham 
family possess it now. I presume that it was in 
Ayrshire, the northern district still retaining the 
name of Cunningham, but Paterson's volumes on 
Ayrshire families are not in our public library. 
Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

893. Cardno Family. — What is the meaning of 
this name ? Is it derived from the lands of Cardno, 
near Fraserburgh, or do the lands take their designa- 
nion from the surname ? I have heard it stated that 
the fomily is of French origin, and came to Scotland 
with the Erasers. I do not, however, find Cardno 
as a surname in Scotland earlier than the latter part 
of the fifteenth century. J. M. A. W. 

824. LuNAN Families. — Dr. Gammack, in a 
query relating to these families (S. N, 6* Q., 2nd S., 
IV., 205), mentioned that their tradition was well- 
known in Aberdeenshire. Where can I find any 
information about the Lunans, or particulars of the 
tradition referred to ? J. M. A. W. 

825. Anderson Families in Aberdeenshire. — 
It is suggested in *'The Scottish Nation" that the 
Scottish families of this name are either of Lowland 
origrin or belong to the Gaelic sept of Anderson (the 
chief of which being Anderson of Candacraig), an 
offshoot of Clan Anrias. From this it might be in- 
ferred that not a few of the Aberdeenshire families 
of the name are of Celtic descent. Dr. Davidson 
(** Inverurie and the Earldom of the Garioch ") refers 
to some Anderson families in Inverurie, and gives 
an example (p. 120) of the transition of Andrew" 
to "Anderson," implying a Scottish, as distinct 
from a Gaelic, origin. Although the family is very 
numerous in Aberdeenshire and adjacent counties, 
I do not find that the question of its origin has ever 
been considered in the S. N, 6* Q. Where can I 



find any authorities on the subject, or any informa- 
tion as to the origin of such families as the Ander- 
sons of Bourtrie, of Finshaugh or Finzeauch, of 
Tilliekirie, of Comalegy, etc. ? I also find reference 
made in Nisbet's •* Heraldry " to a family of Ander- 
son of Airderbreck, apparently connected with Aber- 
deenshire. Where is Airderbreck ? W. 

826. James Watson, Printer, Edinburgh.— 
This well-known printer, in his conflict with Mrs. 
Anderson, had occasion to address a Memorial " 
to the Secretary of State (Scotland) in the year 17 15 
or thereby. It has never been printed, but is evi- 
dently accessible somewhere. Can any corres- 
pondent say where the ** Memorial " is, or suggest 
whore it may be consulted ? 

Calder Ross. 

827. Andrew Bisset. — This gentleman, a bar- ^ 
rister-at-law, was born at Montrose in 1803. (I quote 
fifom Joseph Foster's '* Men at the Bar," published 
in 1885.) After education in some Scottish university, 
he entered Trinity College, Cambridge, where he 
graduated M.A. He adopted the legal profession in 
1836, and after three years' study was called to the 
Bar in 1839. He wrote on the " Law of Partner- 
ship," and a ** Practical Treatise of the Law of 
Estate for Life," but the work which gained him 
most credit in the literary arena was " Memoirs and 
Papiers of Sir Andrew Mitchell," Envoy to the Court 
of Prussia from 1753 to 177 1, two volumes, published 
185 1. Mr. Bisset had access to the correspondence 
and State documents of Mitchell, which had been 
bequeathed to Sir Arthur Forbes of Craigievar, and 
preserved in Fintray House. Previous to Mr. 
Bisset's volumes, there was but a hazy remembrance 
of the great Scottish statesman and companion of 
Frederick the Great. Mr. Bisset also published, in 
1871, "Essays on Historical Truth." What is 
the correct date of his decease? His name dis- 
appears from the ** Law List" in 1900, but is in the 
preceding year. If Mr. Foster*s date of birth be 
right, and his death in 1899, he must have attained 
the great age of 96. He had a son named Walter 
Bisset, also a barrister. Perhaps some correspondent 
would kindly give the correct dates. There is no 
mention of his decease in the usual literary reposi- 
tories, no more than if he had never existed. 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

828. Musical Terms— Treble," "Bimull- 
Clieff." — Treble is said to come from the Latin 
word turibulariuSt a censer carrier, and to mean the 
voice of boys, who threw vessels of silver containing 
burning incense high in the air in churches, with a 
cord attached by which they kept them from falling 
on the floor when they came down. ** Bimull-clieff " 
occurs in Alexander Skene's "Succinct Survey of 
Aberdeen," 1685 : — ** In the steeple are three great 
harmonious bells, in sound each descending below 
another but by one musicall note, as upon a bimull- 
clieff." What does this term mean ? 

John Milne, LL.D. 
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829. Patrick Grant, Lord Elchies.— Is any 
portrait of Lord Elchies known to exist? Inauiry 
at likely places in Edinburgh has proved fruitless. 
I should also much appreciate any references to 
sources of information respecting his career. 

H. D. McW. 

830. Dr. Peter Grant. — A white marble monu- 
ment in the east wall of the old Church of Fetteresso 
is inscribed as follows:—" Sacred to the memory of 
Mary, daughter of Robert Farquhar, Esq.. of New- 
hall, who died May, 1786, aeed 23 years; and of 
Hobert, son of Captain Arthur Farquhar, R.N., 
C.B., who died 14th September, 18 16, aged 5 ; and 
of Dr. Peter Grant, some time physician in Aberdeen, 
who died at Mansfield, 23rd February, 1837, aged 76 
years ; and of Amelia Farquhar, his spouse, who died 
at Mansfield, ist December, 1838, aged 69," Who 
was Dr. Peter Grant ? He is not mentioned in Mrs. 
Rodger's *• Aberdeen Doctors at Home and Abroad.*' 
Was he a graduate of Aberdeen University. 

M. Grant. 

83Z. Joseph Gordon. — I am anxious to discover 
the origin of a Joseph Gordon who is mentioned in 
the Rev. A. W. H. Eaton's pamphlet on the families 
of Easton- Sutherland and Layton Hill (New York, 
1899) as the grandson of John Gordon, a landed pro- 
prietor in "Lord Rea's country," and the son of 
James Gordon and his wife, Jane, daughter of 
James Mackay of Muckleferry. Joseph had three 
brothers — Alexander, a planter in Jamaica ; Robert, 
who died of yellow fever in Martinique; and 
John, who also was in Martinique. He also had a 
sister, Christina, who married (i) Donald Sutherland 
of Muckleferry (died 1798), by whom she had several 
children, and (2) Captain George Munro, the 7i8t 
Regiment (who had previously married Mary, 
daughter of Dr. Matheson, of Invergordon). By 
Munro she had James, Mary, and Isobell, all of 
whom were alive in 1865. The name Joseph as 
applied to the Gordons is to be found chiefly in 
Sutherlandshire. It appeared specially among the 
Gordons of Carroll. There was also a Joseph 
Gordon at Skibbo, who is said to have been the 
father of George W. Gordon, the ** Jamaica Martyr." 
Any information upon any of these Josephs will be 
welcome. J. M. Bulloch. 

* 

answers. 



466. Blackwood's Magazine (2nd S., VI., 45, 
63; VII., 127). — After the death of my great- 
grand£ather, the Rev. William Paul, of St. Cuthbert's 
Church, Edinburgh, in 1802, his widow and family 
continued to live on in the manse— familiarly known 
as "the West Kirk Manse"— till 1S14. Among 
frequent visitors there was a young man who had 
acquired the art of wood engraving, whether as a 



professional or an amateur I am not certain. It 
was he who executed the portrait of George Buchanan 
which, on being shown to William Blackwood, was 
bought by him and used as the vignette on the cover 
of his famous magazine. The artist presented the 
family at the manse with the first impression of the 
engraving, and it is now in my possession in its old 
black frame. This information I had from my grand- 
father, who, at the time referred to, was a resident in 
the manse. I don't remember the young engraver's 
name, if indeed I ever heard it. Some time ago I 
communicated with Messrs. Blackwood & Sons, 
but they were unable to give me his name or any 
information as to the circumstances under which the 
engraving was first chosen for the magazine. I may 
add that in the original the face of Buchanan is 
turned to the right instead of to the left, as on the 
magazine to-day, and that the border of thistles 
round the vignette is wanting. Otherwise the two 
are identical. 

Dollar. Robert Paul. 

722. Barclay of Ury (2nd S., VIL, 172, 190, 
191 J VIII., 29).— David Johnstone, bookseller, 75 
Hanover Street, Edinburgh, advertises in his Second- 
Hand Catalogue, XLVIII., item 63, the following:— 

A Genealogical Account of Barclay of Urie for 
upwards of 700 Years, with Memoirs of CoL D. 
Barclay and Robert Barclay. London, 1812." 
8vo, h£ ci ; scarce, los. • 

Aberdeen. Robert Murdoch. 

76X. Adam Donald (2nd S., VIII.. 28, 47) — I 
thank " W. L. T." for his answer to my query ; it is 
evidently correct. I am not responsible for those 
dates, as I simply copied them from a London 
"Catalogue of Engraved Portraits" in our Public 
Library. I had a dim recollection of reading a 
pamphlet or article about Donald in my apprentice 
days, and desired more light on the subject. I think 
I recognise in W. L. T." the name of a gentleman 
whose fame as a bibliophile has reached Australia, 
and whose treasury of psalters and early Peterhead 
publications I would like to inspect. I am tempted 
to further inquire whether any of Adam Donald's 
predictions came true, or were they only the idle 
vaticinations of a brain-sick enthusiast who 
impressed the neighbouring peasantry into a belief 
of his supernatural gifts ? His portrait being 
amongst a crowd of celebrities is proof that his 
fame had travelled a bit. Alba. 

Melbourne, Australia. 

765. Moses Provan (and S., VIII., 29, 48).— 
I thank " Evan Odd " for his note in answer to my 
query, and refer Chappie" to the same work, 
** The Glasgow Athenaeum : a Sketch of Fifty Years' 
Work," which I am not likely to see in this colony. 
My books on Glasgow are not up-to-date, being 
half-a-century old. What I read about the 
Athenseum was to the effect that Mr. Provan was 
one of the leading spirits of the institution, a lover 
of literature, and probably \vrote occasionally, but 



Digitized by Google 



Vol. VIII. 2nd Series.] SCOTTISH NOTES AND QUERIES 



143 



I cannot say more, as I really do not know. I was 
asking for information, and consequently unable to 
give any. I make no apology to '* Chappie " for his 
overhauling so many dusty documents; it will do 
him good and keep him out of harm's way. He 
ought to have consulted Mr. Lauder's book first, and 
then he would not have got bogged in his search. 
** Chappie," from the tenor of his communication, 
seems to me to have been suffering from ecchymosis, 
which has also tinctured his remarks. Thanks all 
the same for reminding meof T. Atkinson and H. G. 
Bell. I love and admire both as leal-hearted Scots. 
Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

78a McKelvie, McIlvain (and S.,Vin., 62, 
80, 127). — It is a question whether these two names 
have any connection with one another, but *^ H. D. 
McW.'s" suggestion that they are synonyms of 
Macbean is entitled to respect, though not perhaps 
on the ground he advances. In all probability, Mr. 
F. Adam in his book included the Mcllvains among 
the Macbeans merely because of the similarity of the 
final syllable of their name to the tribal name Clan 
Vean, and he would find difficulty in tracing any 
individuals bearing the name to the Macbean stock. 
There is an unfortunate tendency, even in these 
enlightened days, to assign all persons bearing the 
same name, or something like the same name, to a 
common ancestor or clan, and this tendency is verv 
apparent in the book referred to by " H. D. McW.^' 
"McIlvain" is probably either **McCoil Bhean" 
(son of £air Donald), or " McGille Bhean " (son of 
the fair youth)— the former for choice. I find several 
instances of the epithet *• Vain " (" Bhean ") in docu- 
ments and lists of the 17th and i8th centuries, e.g., 
" McCouchy Vaip " (son of fair Duncan). A similar 
name is "Mcllduy" (son of black Donald). 
" McKelvie " is readily traceable to " McBean." It 
is Mac-gilU'bheatha (MacGilved), son of the servant, 
or ^outh of life, and seems identical with a name 
which I have found in Badenoch in the i8th century, 
and by which an existing family of Macbeans con- 
nected with that district is still known. This name 
is McAllvia, spelled variously McGallbea in 1722, 
McCoilbea in 1725, McAllvia in 1727, and Mclllbea 
in 1773. The persons designated by these names 
were Macbeans in the parish of Alvie, of a family 
known locally as ** Clann-Mc-al-bheatha," and in a 
communication to the Inverness Northertt Chronicle 
of 1 2th July, 1905, Dr. Alex. Macbain, the well- 
known Celtic authority, says of this local name that 

the name underl3ring 'Albheatha is the old Gaelic 
one of Maolbheatha, servant of life, a side form of 
Macbheatha (Macbeth), son of life." Duncan 
McBean, alias Mclllbea, in Achacha of Raits, is 
one of the witnesses cited in the trial of the notorious 
Edward Mackintosh (called of Borlum), before the 
Justiciary Court at Inverness on the 17th of May, 
1773. In one declaration emitted in the previous 
December, Duncan is described as alias McCoil 
Bea," in another the alias is omitted, and he is called 
simply Duncan McBean in Achacha." 

A. M. M. 



786. "Hail, Smiling Morn" (2nd S., VII., 
77i 95)- — I would have liked to satisfactorily answer 
Mr. Alan Reid's query as to the authorship of the 
quatrain which SpolTorth has rendered so popular 
with his harmonious setting, but I am afraid that it 
must be assigned to Mr. Anon," otherwise, anony- 
mous. I felt confident that I would get full informa- 
tion thereanent in Oliphant's " La Musa Madriga- 
lesca" (1837), but on consulting that book I found 
that it was restricted to the history of madrigals of 
the Elizabethan and Jacobean periods. I then over- 
hauled a great number of musical collections and 
memoirs, but without success. Mentioning my 
disappointment to a Scottish crony, he blithely 
laughed, and rejoined : — " Hoots ! it desna maitter ; 
but, man, that first line * Hail, Smiling Morn, that 
tips the hills with gold,' sets me a-thinkin'. It 
shows clearly the universality o* the practice o' 
tippin', when Aurora began the ploy, an' she wasna 
lookin' gloum at the ootlay either, but smilin' ; an', 
mind ye, her tip wasna siller or copper— na, na ! but 
gold, man. That line proves to me that tippin' was 
coeval wi' the foundation o' this warld, an' nae 
wonder that waiters, jockeys, flunkeys, railway 
porters, commission awgents, an' a clanjamphrey o' 
ithers are eydent an' clamorous for tips ! " 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

808. A Mackie Marriage (2nd S., VIII., 126). 
— The late Mrs. Trevelyan (maiden name, Elizabeth 
Mackie), was a native of New Byth. She left £$00 
to the poor of the village. Her mother, when 
contradicted, was wont to blaze up, "Fm the 
mither-in-law o' a nobleman : I'll tak^ conter frae 
nane." G. W. 

8x6. Alexander Gordon of Carnousib (2nd 
S., VIII., 126).— Alexander Gordon of Camousie, 
Forglen, Banffshire, was the youngest son of George 
Gordon of Carnousie, who was, in turn, second son 
of Sir George Gordon of Edinglassie, Mortlach, 
Banffshire. Sir George was second son of John 
Gordon, second Laird of Park (Banffshire). The 
Park Gordons were Rothiemay Gordons. Sir George, 
who was kniphted in 1681, was that year made Joint 
Sheriff Principal of Banffshire. In 1685 he was one 
of the Commissioners of the shire. He was a strong 
supporter of William III. during Dundee's rising. 
He died in 1690 or 1691 at Carnousie, which he had 
acquired sometime before. His son George succeeded 
to Carnousie, and was out in the ** Fifteen," on the 
Jacobite side. Arthur, George's eldest son, succeeded 
to Carnousie, and apparently did not go out with 
Charlie in the " Forty-five," though his youngest 
brother, Alexander, the subject of the query, did. 

Banff. James Grant. 

The only person who seems to fit in with Loudon 
Hi}Vs " query is Alexander Gordon (born 1708), the 
sixth son of George Gordon, I. of Carnousie. He 
appears as executor to his sister Catherine's will in 
1764 as " Lieutenant, H.M. Royal Hospital, Green- 
wich. It is difficult to understand, however, how 
this position came to be held by a man who was " in 
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the exceptions from the Act of Indemnity, 1747." His 
brother, Arthur Gordon of Carnousie, was certainly 
out in the "Forty-five." The descent of the 
Carnousie Gordons is as follows: — 

SfK George Gordon of Park. 
I 

Sir George (Jordon of KdinRla-vsie. 

Geok(;e G<»ki>»n, I. of Carnousie. 

\ 



Arthur C2ordon, Elizabeth Gordon, 

II. of Carnousie. mar. Arthur Gordon of 

Law and Wardhouse. 

J. M. B. 

817. James Watson's " History of Print- 
ing," Edinburgh, 1713 (2nd S., VIII., 126).— 
Since sending my query, I have come across the 
following, which seems a partial answer to it. The 
extract is from an unpublished MS. by George 
Chalmers, the author of Caledonia," and " Life of 
Ruddiman ": — *' The late intelhgent George Patient 
{He) asserted that the preface of this little work, 
which is subscribed by Watson, was, in fact, written 
by John Spottiswoode, advocate. It is the preface 
which gives a superficial and inaccurate account of 
the Scottish printers." Chalmers, however, does 
not agree with Patient, for he adds:—" If I were to 
conjecture, I would say that I think Spottiswoode 
wrote the history of the foreign printers, and Walson 
the account of the Scottish printers," and that, there- 
fore, the preface is, like the Pentateuch, Mosaic work. 
Who was this Georgp Patient? I think I have 
accurately tran^ribed his name. 

Calder Ross. 

819. Duff Family (2nd S., VIII., 127).— A 
reader of Scottish Notes and Queries writes to me 
identifying the place name which I had written 
»* Beanmakeloch with " Bomakelloch" or ** Boma- 
calloch," near Keith. The pedigree of 177 1, from 
which I obtained the name, was compiled and written 
in France, and I now see that the first syllable of 
the name is clearly " Beau," not *' Bean," as I had 
copied it. A. M. M. 

I think a pedigree of Menzies of Pitfoddels 
appeared in Scottish Notes and Queries a few years 
ago. If so, can a reference be given to it in next 
number? 

Bomakelloch is in the parish of Botriphinie, Banff- 
shire. It is sometimes spelt Balmakellach. It is a 
farm on the estate of Mr. Gordon Duff of Drummuir. 
The name given in the query is evidently mis-spelt. 
John Duff of Balmakellach was the immediately 
younger brother of Alexander Duff of Keithmore. 
He died in 1696, aged 73 years. Katherine Duff, 
John Duff's daughter, is correctly given in the pedi- 
gree referred to as *' neptes " (which, however, here 
means niece," not grand-daughter or grand-niece), 
of the said Alexander of Keithmore, who was grand- 
father of William, first Earl of Fife. 

Banff. James Grant. 
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Xiteratttre* 

; Paris A of Caimte. Perhaps you may have 
seen the " Parish of Cairnie," by Chief Con- 
I stable Jas. Pirie. It appears to me worthy of 
I a passing note. Some chapters are very well 
done. Besides, the parish, especially Ruthven 
division, is of rather wide interest, from Jock 
and Tarn Gordon, Geo. Macdonald's "Wow," etc. 
Durris. A. M. 

* 
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ABERDEEN AMERICAN GRADUATES. 

{1st S., /., 137; v., 7., 144 ; VII., U, 54, 76, 
141, 175; VIII., U7; IX., 15; X., 93, 170; 
XI., 173; XII., m, 94, irrr, 142, 159 : :Md S., 
I., 7, 31, 47, 59, 64, 95, U7, 155, 169 ; //., 10, 
^i4, 60, 77, 125, 188, 171, 186, ; III., 154, 170; 
IV „ 22, 91; v., 92, 120; VIII., 55.) 

With the assistance of many friends in 
Canada, I have been able to add considerably to 
my notes upon the ministers in Canada. 

loi.. Rev. Thomas Alexander (2nd S., 
IL, p. 171) died at Brantford, Ont., in 1895, 
upwards of 90 years of age. 



134. Rev. Daniel Allan (2nd S., VIII., p. 
55) died near Stratford, Ont, greatly beloved. 

136. Rev. Daniel Clark (2nd S., VIII., 
p. 55) died at Indian Lands, much respected. 

115. Rev. Alexander Gale (2nd S., III., 
155) seceded in 1844, and became Professor in 
Knox College, Toronto : he afterwards received 
the charge of the Home Mission work in the 
Presbyterian Church of Canada, and died at 
Hamilton. 

137. Rev. Henry Gordon (2nd S., VIII., 
p. 55) continued at Gananoque after seceding, 
and died there. 

145. Rev. James Herald (2nd S., VIII., 
p. 56) went to Port Arthur, Ont, about 1883, 
and passed on to Medicine Hat in 1885, where 
he died on March 5, 1890, at the age of 64. 
It is told of him at Medicine Hat, as a proof of 
his good judgment, that in 1889 he bought a 
homestead near the town of Medicine Hat for 
ten dollars, and part of it has since been sold 
for 30,000 dollars. 

144. Rev. Alexander Mann (2nd S., 
VIII., p. 55) died at Pakenham, Ont. 

139. Rev. William Masson (2nd S., VIII., 
p. 55) was minister of Kirk at Gait, Ont., and 
then returned to Scotland, where he became 
minister of the Parish of Duffus, and afterwards 
retired on account of age. 

141. Rev. Alexander McKid '(2nd S., 
VIII., p. 55) died at Goderich, Ont., May 23, 
1873, aged 69 years. 

149. Rev. Thomas McPherson (2nd S., 
VIII., p. 56) died at Lancaster, Ont., on May 
14, 1884, aged 81. In 1844 he refused to secede, 
and at the re-union in 1875 refused to unite 
with those who had seceded. He was noted as. 
an eloquent preacher both in English and 
Gaelic, and was familiarly known as Minister 
Macpherson," 
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1 51. Rev. John Rannie (2nd S.,VIII., p. 56) 
left Chatham, Ont, in 1877, and was 27 years in 
Berbice, British Guiana. He now lives in 
England. 

155. Rev. George Smellie, D.D. (2nd S., 
VIII., p. 56) was descended through a line of 
ministers, and bom in Orkney, June 14, 181 1. 
For eight years he preached in Lady Parish, 
Orkney, and came to Canada in 1843, where he 
laboured for 44 years in Fergus, Ont., retiring in 
1888, after being 52 years in the ministry. In 
his earlier years he edited the " Memoirs of the 
Rev. Dr. Bayne of Gait," at whose instance he 
bad crossed the seas, under appointment of the 
Colonial Conmiittee of the Church of Scotland. 
In 1885 he received the degree of D.D. honoris 
causa^ from Queen's University, Kingston. He 
died very unexpectedly in Toronto on Nov. 14, 
1896. 

158. Rev. Alexander Spence, D.D. (2nd 
S., VIII., p., 57) returned to Scotland and died 
at Elgin. 

III. Rev. John Tawse (2nd S., II., p. 
186) died at King, Ont, 1877. 

159. Rev. George Thomson (2nd S., 
VIII., p., 57) died at Renfrew, Ont.. where he 
was mmister. 

113. Rev. Hugh Urquhart, D.D. (2nd S., 
II., p. 186) died at Cornwall, Ont., when 
minister there. 

103. Rev. George Chevne (2nd S., II., p. 
I7i)diedat Saltfleet, Ont., in 1878. 

162. Rev. William Ferguson, said to 
have been educated at Aberdeen, was in 1866 
catecbist in the Presbytery of Glengary, Ont. 
("Report of the Presb. Church of Canada, 
1866," pp. 82, 167). He afterwards became 
minister of Kirk at Streetville, Ont, and died 
there. Can this be the William Ferguson, native 
of Peterculter, who graduated at Marischal 
College in 1848? ("Mar. Coll. Records,'* II., 
5250 

163. Rev. James Wilson, M.A., said to 
have been educated at Aberdeen, became 
minister at Lanark, Ont, then returned to 
Scotland, where he was minister of Maxwelton 
Chapel, Dumfries. He went back to Canada, 
and officiated in St Joseph Street, Montreal 
("Report Presb. Church of Canada," 1866, pp. 
88, 127). Can anyone identify him as a 
graduate? James Gammack, LL.D. 

West Hartford, Conn. 



NOTABLE MEN AND WOMEN OF 
FORFARSHIRE. 
(Continued from 2nd S., VIIL, I40.) 

44. Balfour, Robert : Principal of Collie 
at Bordeaux, Scottish Scholar. A native of 
Dundee, where he was bom in 1550, he 

Published 1616 Commentaria in Organum 
.o^^icum Anstotelis/' also in 1820 "Commen- 
tanorum in lib. Ari&t. de pbilosophica tomus 
Secundus, quo post Organum Logicum, 

Suaecumque in libris Ethicorum, occurrunt 
ifficilia, dilucide explicantur." His friend Kidd 
was also born in Dundee. 

45. Balfour, Wm. Douglas, M.P.P. : 
Canadian Politician. Born 1851 in For£ar, but 
taken to Canada in 1857, where he received his 
education. An editor and publisher, he 
established the St, Catharines Daily andlVeekly 
News in 1872 and the Ambersburgh Echo in 
1874. After serving on the School Board of 
St. Catharines, and being chairman of Ambers- 
burgh Public School Board, and acting as 
Town Councillor, and then Reeve of the town of 
Ambersburgh, he was in 1882 returned to the 
Legislative Assembly of Ontario as member for 
South Essex, a seat which he continued to hold 
for many years. He carried through bills for 
the improvement of the law of libel and for 
the restriction of the powers of municipalities 
to grant bonuses. He was a Liberal, and in 
favour of manhood and womanhood suffrage. 
If still alive, he is doubtless a prominent 
politician, but my information stops at 1891.. 

46. Balfour, William Lawson : Minor 
Poet. Bom at Point House, Carnoustie, 1831, 
he is descended from the poet Alexander 
Balfour. In 1847 he entered the railway 
service, and was station master, Carnoustie. 
He subsequently migprated to Dalmuir, on 
the Clyde, where he has been long a public 
man and a bailie of Clydebank. He has 
written verse, and figures in "Bards of 
Angus and the Mearns.'' 

47. Bannatyne, George: Collector of 
Early Scottish Poetry. A native of Kirktown i 
of Newtyle, born 1345, he was a burgess of 
Edinburgh, and to his MSS. compiled during 
the pestilence of 1568 we owe the preservation 

of much of the Scottish poetry of the fifteenth 
and sixteenth centuries. He died in 1608. The 
Bannatyne Club, instituted by Sir Walter Soott 
in 1823, has published many rare Scottish works 
in poetry and miscellaneous literature. For 
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notice of Bannatyne, see "Sir Thos. Foulis' 
Diary." (S.H.S.) 

48. Bannatyne, James, of Newhall : 
Scottish Judge. He was a son of the laird of 
Newtyle, bred to the bar, and was raised to the 
bench as Lord of Session 1626, and died 1636. 

49. Bannatyne, Thomas, Lord Nevvtyle: 
Scottish Judge. Bom 3 1 st August 1 540, brother 
of No. 45, and bred to the law, he was 
associated with his father as Keeper of the Rolls 
to the Court of Session in 1583. He had 
previously been Justice Depute in 1572, and 
became an ordinary Lord of Session in 1577. 
He died in 1591. 

50. Barnett, James : Minor Poet. Bom 
in Dundee in 1825, and bred a printer, he 
emigrated to America. Here he published 
" Four Visions in Twenty Years." He returned 
later in life to Kingsmuir, near Forfar. See 
" Bards of Angus and Mcarns," and " Edwards's 
Scottish Poets," Vol. II. 

51. Barclay, David: Scottish Soldier and 
early Quaker. He was the son of the last laird 
of Mathers. Born about 1610, he was a 
colonel under Gustavus Adolphus during the 
Thirty Years* War, but is chiefly remembered 
to-day as the father of Robert Barclay of Urie, 
the celebrated apologist for the Quakers. His 
father became a follower of George Fox in 1666, 
and young Robert joined the Society of Friends 
two years after, and soon distinguished himself 
by talent and zeal in defence of the views he 
had adopted. 

*' .J * ' • 

52. Barclay, Robert: liflOM^of Scots 
"College, Paris. It is a singular instance of the 
diverse types of character occasionally found in 
the same family, that the brother of this Romish 
churchman was a champion of Protestantism, 
who fought under the great Gustavus in Ger- 
many, and who in later years became a devoted 
follower of Geot^ge Fox, the most individualist of 
all Protestant sects, and that he himself should 
have become a Roman Catholic of such note as 
to be appointed head of the Scots College, 
Paris. 1 1 IS an interesting fact that the afterwards 
famous apologist for the Quakers was for some 
time trained under his uncle in Paris, who 
wished to make him his heir, and exercised so 
much influence on the lad's mind that for a time 
he embraced Romanist views. This led to his 
recall home, and there, as we have mentioned, 



after two years with his father, he became him- 
self a convinced "Friend" in 1668. 

53. Barclay, Wm. : Artist. Born in 
Dundee 1836, he died in 1906. 'Early in his 
career he won great success, his pictures being 
exhibited at the Royal Scottish Academy, the 
Royal Academy, and at South Kensington, in 
the sixties. He resided chiefly in his native 
town, whqre his works were prized. 

Dollar. W. B. R. Wilson. 

* 

New Spalding Club.— At a meeting of the 
Executive Committee of the New Spalding Club 
held recently— Colonel Allardyce, convener, in the 
chair — it was agreed to minute an expression of 
the Committee's sense of the loss sustamed by the 
Club through the death of Mr. William Cramond, 
LL.D. Mr. Cramond had been an original mem- 
ber of the Club and of its Council, and for many 
years was also a member of its Executive Com- 
mittee. By his monumental works, the Annals 
of Banff" and the "Records of Elgin," he helped 
greatly to establish the reputation of the Club. — 
it was also decided to include in the programme 
of the Club a volume of Banffshire records to be 
edited by Mr. James Grant, LL.B., Banff. The 
minutes of the "Barrons and ffreeholders of the 
Sherriffdom of Banff," begin in 1664 ; those of 
the Commissioners of Supply, in 1696; and the 
Particular Registers of Sasines for the County, in 
1600. From these sources Mr. Grant believes 
that a work of ver^ considerable interest can be 
compiled, illustrative of many phases of county 
admmistration now dead or transmuted, and 
throwing light on county life and, incidentally, on 
national policy. — It was further agreed to issue 
a third and concluding yolume of the "Musa 
Latina Aberdonensis," under the editorship of 
Mr. W. Keith Leask. The volume will deal with 
the writings of the lesser local poets of the six- 
teenth, seventeenth, and early eighteenth cen- 
turies, from Florence Wilson to William Meston, 
including John and William Johnston, the three 
Wedderburns, the two Leeches, and Professor 
John Ker of the ** Donaides " and *• Frasereides.^' 
Mr. Leask proposes to give metrical renderings 
of the poems of local interest, with copious notes 
explanatory of obscure allusions in the text. 
Colonel Johnston, C.B., presents a photogravure 
portrait of his collateral ancestor, Professor 
William Johnston. 



Madeline Smith.— To several correspon 
dents we beg to say that we do not care to 
follow this lady farther. Ed. 
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SCOTTISH POETS. 

In 1822 Thomas Boys, of Ludgate Hill, 
London, published Lives of Scottish Poets," 
3 vols, duodecimo, each volume, consisting of 
two parts, about 180 pages each, and with a 
frontispiece group of five poets -thirty portraits 
altogether— engraved on steel, and nicely 
executed. Some of those gem portraits of 
forgotten bards possess an extra value now, on 
account of their rareness and uncertainty of 
reproduction. 1 specially allude to those of 
Marcus A. LJoyd, James Moor, Caleb Whilefoord 
Alex. Geddes, James Mercer, Francis Garden, 
and Wm. Julius Mickle. There is a singular 
story pertaining to this collection of biographies, 
and I opine that it is a correct one. It is to the 
effect that there was a literary fraternity in 
London at the beginning of last century and 
close of preceeding one, styled "The 
Club of True Scots." They met frequently, 
probably there was conviviality, and they 
debated keenly, particularly on Scottish themes. 
Under a different name the same Scottish 
Society later on was formed into an active 
organisation, mainly for the welfare of Scots in 
the great metropolis. At one of their meetings, 
about 1820, it was proposed that memoirs and 
criticisms of Scottish poets should be prepared 
and read by the members, and the project was 
heartily agreed to. Many papers were accord- 
ingly submitted and freely discussed, and 
ultimately a desire was evinced that they should 
be printed in permanent form as a souvenir of 
the brotherhood. Hence those three dainty 
little volumes, the expenses of publication being, 
in all likelihood, defrayed by the members 
themselves. My set is marked " Scarce," and 
that con"5equently increased the selling price. 
There are 65 memoirs altogether, some very 
brief, others fairly accurate, but all superseded 
now with our iuller knowledge of the past. 
Each memoir is signed with initials, and I had 
the curiosity, in an idle spell, to count them. 
There are 58 different initials to the articles, 
with the exception of A. C. and B. T., who 
supply two small memoirs each. It would be a 
trivial and even futile task to attempt to indicate 
and localise any of those writers. I think this 
verifies the statement that they were primarily 
contributed by different members of the associa- 
tion. Whether all weie resident in London or 
not is doubtful, but not of much consequence ; 
probably some obtained help in Scotland. Of 
the more extended memoirs, I specify that on 
James VI., 58 pp., by D. S. (I am inclined to I 
attribute this to the Rev. David Scott, minister 
of Corstorphine, and afterwards professor at I 



St. Andrews, who was stated in an obituary notice 
to have written " lives " of some Scottish poets, 
but this is the only one with D. S. attached). 
The memoirs and critique on Ramsay, 40 pp., is 
by T. T. ; on Burns, 42 pp., by W. G. ( ? William 
Gillespie) ; Fergusson, 38 pp.,by D. C; Geddes, 
36 pp., by W. M. ; and Blacklock, 30 pp., by 
J. R. The editor of the whole series of memoirs 
was a Scottish journalist in London named 
Arthur Semple, who possibly licked some of 
them into presentable shape, and whose initials 
are appended to notes throughout the work. H c 
likewise apparently furnished the supplement of 
100 pages to vol. 3, giving concise notices of minor 
poets. Tannahill is included in the supplement, 
but his fellow-townsman Alex. Wilson is not, 
although he died in 1813. Mr. Semple did his 
onerous duty very creditably. He probably 
hailed from Renfrewshire, the habitat of that 
ancient family. Is there anything known of the 
further life history of Arthur Semple ? 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

* 

THE GALT FAMILY. 

A correspondent in Baltimore writes as 
follows : — I am interested in tracing out 
the history of the Gaits of Eastern Virginia, 
and am anxious to learn anything that might 
prove of service in this research. There are 
many difficulties in the way, owing to the 
destruction during our Civil War of many of 
the oldest records of Virginia. The first Gait 
who lived in Virginia, so far as is now known, 
was Samuel, who owned a large plantation not 
very far distant from the proposed site of the 
coming Jamestown Tercentenary Exposition. 
Samuel Gait also had the trade of goldsmith, a 
fact that must have been of great service in 
those troublous times, and would seem not to 
have had the same bearing on social position 
then that it might have at the present day. 
Samuel Gait was living on this estate of 
" Strawberry Banks" in about 1735. My 
descent from him in direct line is as follows : 
Samuel Gait, I.; James Gait, II.; Alexander 
Gait, III. ; William Richard Gait, IV. ; Rogers 
Harrison Gait, V. ; Mary Meares Gait, VI. 

The Gaits of Eastern Virginia have always 
been known as one of the Scotch- Irish families 
of the state. Doctor Dunlop, the friend of 
John Gait, the novelist, in writing to my great- 
grandfather's brother, Colonel Patrick Gait, 
U.S. Army, in 1830, said that about 1680 two 
I brothers, William and John Gait, were banished 
by order of the Privy Council because they were 
I Covenanters, One of them returned to Scot- 
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land after the Revolution of 1688, and was the 
ancestor of John Gait, the novelist. The other, 
Doctor Dunlop says, was the ancestor of my 
great-great-uncle, Colonel Gait 

In the Royal Proclamation of 1685, William 
Gait of the Walkmill in Wark, and John Gait in 
Gateside, were outlawed. Their names are 
given under the, heading, " Stewartown." In 
the summer of the same year, John Gait was 
banished and sent to Port Royal, Carolina, in 
the ship of Captain Gibson. These last two items 
I learn from Woodrow, and from other histories. 
Doctor Dunlop, in his letter to Colonel Cialt, 
says that these two brothers were banished along 
with Lord Cardross. I find that this colony of 
Port Royal was the' Colony of Lord Cardross. 
In 1686 the colony was broken up by the 
Spaniards, and we do not know what became of 
John Gait. In his "Literary Life,' John Gait, 
the novelist, says that he doubts not that this 
John Gait was the ancestor of Colonel Gait. If 
this be so, however, we do not know what became 
of the family between this time and the time 
that we find Samuel Gait living in Virginia, in 
about 1730. We are inclined to believe that 
John Gait left Carolina and went to Ireland, 
because there is a strong tradition in the family 
that our ancestor fought in Londonderry, and 
because one traditidn asserts that the family 
came to Virginia direct from Coleraine. In this 
case Samuel must have been the son of John, 
and must have been the first one to come to 
Virginia. 

The late Sir Alexander Gait of Canada 
claimed relationship with my grandfather. Sir 
Alexander was the son of the author, John Gait, 
of the Ayrshire family. 

* 

Alexander Arbuthnot (2nd S.,VIII., 139). 
— Mr. Wilson's note under this name might 
easily have been amplified. It belonged to two 
persons who were contemporaries : 

1. T/te Printer^ a good account of whom is to 
be found in Dickson and Edmond's "Annals of 
Scottish Printing " (pp. 271-326). The ascription ! 
to him of Forfarshire as his birthplace seems to | 
be made on slender grounds. Say Dickson and 
Edmond : — " Robert Chambers (' Domestic 
Annals,' Vol. I., p. 10 1) remarks that Arbuthnet's 
sureties were ' all Forfarshire gentlemen— a 
fact arguing that Arbuthnet himself was of the 
same district ' " (p. 286). 

2. T/ie Poet, who was better known, as a 
divine, and Principal of King's College, Aberdeen. 
• See M<:Crie's " Life of Melville,'? passim. 

- £;vAN Odd. 



SCOTTISH SAINTS AND K.ALENDARS. 



It is interesting to look over the series of 
Scottish Kalendars which Bishop A. P. Forbes 
collected, and try to see who the saints were who 
got a hold upon the popular favour, and were in 
the best sense national. Those who are ac- 
quainted with the dedications of the old parish 
churches will appreciate the respect paid to the 
familiar names, and will feel their hearts watm 
toward the ancient worthies whose names arc 
treasured up in "Tanton" Fair, Laurencekirk ; 
" Paddy" Fair, Fordoun ; "Truel." Fair, Kenneth- 
mont; " Cowan" Fair, Turriff ; " Donnan" Fair, 
Auchterless ; " Sinsairs " Fair, Culsalmond ; 
" Simmerees'' Fair, Keith ; " Dustan" Fair, Old 
Deer ; and many such. We have no such 
treasure in America with all our multi-million- 
aires, who are men of yesterday, and may be in 
The Tombs, New York City, to-morrow. By 
tabulating and comparing the Kalendars, I have 
sought to gather out those saints who have a 
recognised place in the commemorations, and 
to pass over those names which do not appear 
to suggest any Scottish tradition. 

January — 7, Kentigerna ; 8, Nathalan ; 9, 
Fillan ; 13, Mungo ; 15, Maur ; 16, Fursey ; 21, 
Wynnin ; 29^ Woloc or Makuolok ; 30, Glastian 
or Macglastian ; 31, Modoc. 

February — i, Brydc ; 3, Blase ; 4, Modan ; 7, 
Ronan ; 17, Finnan, and Fintan ; 18, Colman. 

March — i, Minnan, and Maman ; 2, Cedde ; 
4, Adrian ; 6, Baldred, and Fridolin ; 8, Duthac ; 
10, Kessog or Mackessog, and Hemelin; 11, 
Constantine ; 13, Kennoch ; 16, Boniface; 17, 
Patrick ; 18, Minnan ; 20, Cuthbert ; 30, Ole 
or Olaus. 

April — I, Gilbert ; 5, Tigernac ; 6, Bertham 
or Berchan ; 7, Sigenius ; 13. Guinoch ; 15, 
Mund ; 16, Magnus, Mans, or Mann ; 17, Donnan. 

May — I, Asaph, and Ultan ; 8, Gibrian ; 10, 
Gordian ; 1 1, Congall ; 16, Brandan ; 17, Cathan : 
18, Conwal ; 29, David ; 31, Petronilla. 

June — 4, Fothad ; 5, Boniface : 6, Colm, 
Colmos, or Columba ; 8, Syra ; 9, Columba ; 
10, Margaret; 12, Ternan ; 15, Camoc ; 19, 
Margaret; 23, Ethclred ; 25, Molonach, Moluoc, 
or Moloc. 

July — I, Serf or Servan ; 3, Guthagon ; 6, 
Palladius ; 8, Kilian ; 15, Nine Maidens, and 
Plechelm ; 18, Thenna or Theuna ; 29, Sampson ; 
29, Ole or Olaus. 

August — 10, Blane ; 16, Rock; 17, Inan or 
Ernin ; 24, Erchad ; 27, Malrube or Ruffus ; 30, 
Fiacre ; 31, Aidan. . 

September — i, Giles or Egidius : 9, Queran or 
Kyran ; 15, Mirin ; 16, Ninian ; 22, Lolan ; 23, 



Digitized by Google 



SCOTTISH NOTES AND QUERIES 



[April, 1907 



Theunan or Adamnan : 25, Barre or Finbar ; 28. 
Conuall and Manchan. 

October — 8, Triduane ; 1 1 , Kenicus or Kannich ; 
13, Conwallen or Congan, Fintan or Fincane, 
and Findoca ; 15, Colniau ; 16, Gall : 17, Rule 
or Regulus ; 18, Monon ; 25, Marnok ; 26, Bean ; 
29, Kenneir or Kennera ; 30, Tarkin or Tala- 
rican; 31, Fillan. 

November— 'I ^ Beye ; 2, Maura; 3, Englate;| 
6, Willibrord; 8, Moroc and Gervad; 12, Machar, 
and Livin ; 13, Kilian and Devinick ; 14, Middan, 
Modan, or Medan ; 15, Machute ; 16, Margaret ; 

17, Fergus or Tergusius ; 9, Middan or Medana ; 
20^ Maxence; 21, Columba; 27, Ode or Odda. | 

December — i, Eloy or Eligius ; 2, Ethernan ; 
12, Finnian or Findan ; 14, Drostan ; 16, Bean ; ! 

18, Manere ; 22, Ethemase, and Mayota ; 23, I 
Caran or Karran ; 26, Mofutacus or Fotin. j 

James Gammack, LL.D. 
West Hartford, Conn. I 

* 

The Origin of Place-Name Psalm Tunes. 
— This is a feature of psalm tunes which has not 
been noted, so far as I am aware. We are all 
familiar with the tunes which bear the names of 
« Sl Kilda," " Dundee,'* " Perth,** etc. Mr. W. 
Milne Gibson, in his recently published book, 
"The Old Scottish Precentor," notes at least five 
Aberdeenshire place-name tunes which came 
into use "about the middle of the i8th centur>'*' 
(page 51). These are " Fintray," " Monymusk," 
" Kintore," " Rayne," and " Paradise"— this latter 
word being a local term for a certain district of 
Monymusk. Now, a simple, interesting question 
arises here : Why were these parish names 
selected as psalm-tune names in preference to 
others ? This difficulty seems to be explained 
by the fact that an ex-soldier, Thomas Shannon, 
began a reform movement in the art of " sacred 
music" in Monymusk in 1760-1761 (see "Pillars 
of Bon- Accord," Part 1., p. 41). It would appear 
that he had also taught classes in those parishes 
which I have mentioned, because, as Mr. Gibson 
says, "when the new . . . West Church 
[of Aberdeen] was opened on 9th November, 
i755» 2uid a band of his pupils— mostly farm 
servant lads and lasses from Kintore, Kemnay, 
Fintray, and Monymusk— led the praise," etc. 
(page 27). Stand Sure. 



The Family of Gray.— It may interest 
genealogists to know that Mr. -Alexander Gray, 
Ibrox, Glasgow, is at work on an account of the 
family of Gray, because one branch of the family 
is closely connected with Schivas, near Gight. 
Another branch held Skibbo Castle now owned 
by Mr. Carnegie. 



A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF EDINBURGH 
PERIODICAL LITERATURE (V., 20, etc) 



(Continued from 2nd S., Vol. VIII., Hi,) 

[Supplementary.] 

1764. The Edinburgh Advertiser, No. i. January 
3, 1764. 8 pp., large 410, 3 cols, to page. Edin- 
burgh : printed by Alexander Donaldson and John 
Reid, and sold at their printing house in the 
Castlehill, where advertisements and commissions 
are taken in. Advertisements and commissions 
are also taken in at A. Donaldson's shop in Edin^ 
burgh, and also at his shop near Norfolk Street, in 
the Strand, London." No. 2 gave the price as 2^ 
The opening number fully sets forth the reasons 
why the Advertiser was undertaken : 

" The altentlouB that took place In October last relat- 
ing to the couraa of tlie poau, suggested the idea of the 
expediency and utility of a newrq;»aper calculated In 
some measure to corrnpond to the frequency of the 
posts. By the late regulations there are five posts 
from London, viz., Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Friday, Saturday, on all of which days newvpspeis may 
t>e received from the metropolis ; but on two of th«m, 
viz., Tuesday and Friday, there are do newspapers 
published in Edinburgh. ... At tlie desire, there- 
fore, of several gentlemen, merchants and others, the 
editors have been induced to publish the Sdinlmrgh 
Advertiter," 

The journal was accordingly published on Tues- 
days and Fridays. With quite unusual uniformity, 
the same days of publication were maintained to 
the last. As to the general scope of the paper, 
the projectors say : — . 

Besides what are properly called news, the Editors 
will give the utmost attention to whatever renurda 
religion, trade, manufactures, agriculture, and politics 
iu Great Britain and the Colonies thereof. . . . 
Hot shall the article of entertainment, for which there 
is so large a demand, be unregarded. Essays on useful, 
ingenious, and entertaining subjects, lx>th in prose and 
verse, and of moderate extent, will be toaukfully 
received and readily inserted." 

The title page of the first half-yearly volume bore 
the motto, which appears to have been an Edin- 
burgh favourite: 

*' Quicquid agtmt homines, votum, tenior. ira, voluptaa, 
tiaudia, discursus nostri est farrago libelli. " 

It also had the imprint: Printed by Alexander 
Donaldson and John Reid, for Alexander Donald- 
son." Reid's name, however, disappeared with 
Na 67, Tuesday, Aufl;ust 21, 1764. 

Alexander Donaldson had already made his 
name well known as the purveyor of cheap reprints. 
By the Act of 1709, copyright lasted for 14 years 
only, although the London booksellers and printers, 
acting on what they considered common law, 
claimed perpetuity in literary property. Donald- 
son disr^^ded their opinion, and flooded the 
market with cheap copies of volumes whose legal 
copyright had expired. The situation involved 
several important law suits, but Donaldson ulti- 
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RMtely got a final decision in his favour. The 
contest, however, did not leave the adventurous 
Edinburgh printer scatheless. In the year before 
he began the AdveriUtr^ he received the censure 
of Dr. Johnson, who laughingly declared him to be 
no better than Robin Hood, who robbed the rich 
in order to give to the poor." Croker indexed him 
as ** Donaldson, Alexander, the piratical book- 
seller." With such an enterprising printer and 
publisher it is not astonishing that the Advertiser 
made its way, even although it had the Courant 
and the Mercury as rivals. In beginning his second 
volume (No. 53), Donaldson had the satisfaction 
of intimating that 

"The design was well relished by the public, and a 
numeroos subacrlption was obtained. . . we have 
received letters from our correspondents and readers 
in Edinburgh and almost every county in Scotland that 
our labours have not been unacceptable." 

Exactly ten years after the start of the paper, 
its control passed into the hands of Donaldson's 
son, Alexander, then a youth of twenty-one, and 
designed to leave his name unalterably associated 
with Edinburgh, through his bequest of the money 
that founded Danaldson*s Hospital. His name 
appears in the imprint, for the first time, in the 
first week of January, 1774.* It was during the 
son's proprietorship of the journal that the most 
stirring events of its history took place. In 1792 
a contemporary referred to it as " the least political 
in Edinburgh," filling its space with ** historical 
affairs " and leaving little room for political 
subjects." Donaldson, however, did not escape 
scatheless from the troubles of the time. Scotland 
was moved to its centre by the sedition scares that 
were abroad, and the Advertiser office fell under 
the suspicion of the authorities : 

" About the year 1794, a most vexatious circumstance 
occurred. Some of the worlcmen in the printing-office 
took it into their heads to print what was called a 
seditious handbill, and to scatter it among the 
inhabitants of the Oowgate and other low streets, 
telling them it was how to get cheap sugar. The 
dangerous missile was traced to the AavertUmr office, 
and it was a grievous blow to Mr. Donaldson to have a 
magistrate come to his immaculate premises to seize 
the printers of a seditious paper. The delinquents 
were not treated very harshly, but their connection 
with the printing-house was at an end." f 

The international complications of the time made 
the people eager for news, and Donaldson did his 
best to supply the want. He 

"decidedly adopted Uie politics of Pitt and Dundan, 
and advocated Uieir cause with no great delicacy 
towards those who differed from them. . . . The 
Bdinburffk Advertimr was carried on by very inexpen- 
sive means. Ko liberal fees were paid to reporters and 
correspondents; whatever news came by chance or 



* An fnterestiog MSx note is found on the copy for January 
S, 1786| in the volume I have examined. It throws a light 
upon tne way the expensive newspapers of the time passed 
from hand to hand, it reads : * * Gentlemen, the newspapers 
most be kept clean, and read as soon as possible, for they 
are to be returned to Bdlnbuigh again, or we are to have 
no more of them. They are to be sent to W. M'Keozie." 

t " Beminlaoences of a Printer In the Adverti$er office." 
— X«fMir» ilottr, February, 1867. 



could be extracted from the London newsnapeis, was 
sufficient for Uie Northern provincial appetite. . . . 
The Morning ChronieUt conducted by Mr. Perry, and 
often oontauiiiig articles by Mr. Fox and the Whig 
partJi played an important part among the journals of 
the metropolis, but was too strone for the Advertiter, 
and never entered its office to dilute or modify its antl- 
Jacobinism. This was the temper of the general 
public : hatred and fear of the Ftench x»redommated, 
and the Sdinbwrgk AdvtrHttr pruspared greatly." * 

Mr. Norrie gives an amusing illustration of this 
Edinburgh hatred towards Uieir ancient allies. 
He says that Donaldson sometimes increased the 
number of the enemy who fell in battle by ten 
times, and adds that *' at the close of the war it 
was computed that the Advertiser had killed more 
Frenchmen than there was population in France!" 
The paper was also fortunate in the days of 
publication, for it frequently anticipated its con- 
temporaries. News of the Battle of the Nile came 
on a Friday, and Donaldson jocularly declared that 
he had special arrangements with Pitt to favour 
him with early and authentic intelligence." 

In 1819 some change in the proprietorship 
seemed pending. On January 29 of that year the 
imprint contained only the words Published 
by James Donaldson. Price 7d." On Friday, 
March 10, this was changed to ** Printed bv Claud 
Muirhead" — an imprint which, on Tuesday, 
November 21, was amplified into "Printed and 
published by Claud Muirhead." The title page of 
the first half volume of 1820 contained the longer 
imprint. The change of proprietorship from 
Donaldson to Muirnead involved no drastic 
alteration in the conducting of the paper, for the 
new owner was the son of one who had **long been 
the principal manager and superintendent of th« 
office." The Muirheads retained the property to 
the end. 



26 Circus Drive, 
Glasgow. 



W. J. COUPBR. 



Y Mackay,— In the recently published work, 
titled " The Book of Mackay," the author says 
that "Y" represents "Aoidh," the genitive of 
•*Aodh," which he thinks comes from " Acd," a 
Celtic word supposed to mean " the fiery or im* 
petuous one.'* Other forms of "Aoidh** are "lye, * 
^yg,'' "Ay tho,'' "Athyn,'' "Eth,«"Heth,'' "Head." 
He regards " Hugh " as a different name, equi- 
valent to the Gaelic " Huistean," which is made 
in Latin Hugo, while "Aodh" is in Latin "Odo** 
or " Odoneus." Another reason for differentiat- 
ing "Aodh" and "Hugh" is, he says, that in 
various instances two brothers may be found in 
the same family, where the one is called "Aodh" 
and the other " Hugh." 

John Milne, LL.D. 



Ibid. 
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^ JAMES SINCLAIR, ARBORICULTURIST. 

The late James Grant, novelist, in his last 
published book, " Scottish Soldiers of Fortune," 
which is disfigured with many inaccuracies and 
misprints, yet containing curious and out-of-the- 
way information, alludes, in his section " Scots in 
Russia," to James Sinclair, the Scottish landscape 
gardener, who resided for over thirteen years on 
5ie estate of Prince Woronzoff,in the Crimea, and 
laid out those gardens which were the admiration 
alike of the British and French allied forces 
during the great Crimean War of 1854-5. As 
Sinclair finished his career in Melbourne fully a 
quarter of a century ago, a brief biography of the 
man may not be thought unworthy of a niche in 
Scottish Notes and QjuerieSy being in all probability 
known to only a limited number. 

He was a Morayshire loon," and when very 
young was employed at Altyre House, near 
Forres, the seat of Sir William Gordon Gumming. 
Wc get a glimpse of him then from an autobio- 
graphical sketch contributed to the Gardener^s 
Chronicle by the late Mr. Donald Beaton, the 
scientific horticulturist, famed for his experiments 
in dahlia cultivation. He stated that when he 
was foreman of the Altyre Gardens there was a 
boy of genius there, named Sinclair, who was 
either orawing figures, scribbling rhymes, or 
playing on the violin. The latter acquirement 
secured to the boy the friendship of one of the 
Baronet's sons, Ronaleyn Gordon Gumming, 
afterwards famed as a lion hunter in Africa, but 
then a fine, high-spirited lad, who frequently 
pleaded with his mother for a dance m the 
gloamin', and Jamie Sinclair was the musician 
on such occasions, for Lady Gumming could not 
refuse the request of her gallant boy. 

This brought Sinclair under the surveillance 
of her Ladyship, and she had him educated and 
trained as a regular gardener, and his progress 
was rapid. He went to London and remamed four 
years m Kew Gardens under Mr. T. A. Knight, 
the president of the Royal Horticultural Society. 
^Sinclair's skill in drawing and colouring of plants 
was freely recognised, but his ability also as 
a landscape gardener brought him still more into 
notice. In 1838, when Prince WoronzofT applied 
to Mr. Knight for a capable person to improve 
his Crimean estate, Sinclair was selected for the 
position. He resided there for nearly fourteen 
years and planted about 1,000 acres as vineyards 
and fruit avenues, and made such use of his 
passion for arboriculture as to make him renowned 
over Russia. It should be remembered that the 
Crimea-was originally settled as a Greek colony, 
and still bore upon its surface the relics and 1 
evidences of an extinct but superior civilisation. 



Sinclair conserved whiitcver remains of Grecian 
art were upon the Prince's domain with pious 
care, and made them effective as foils to his 
gardening improvements. 

His fame ultimately reached the Czar Nicholas, 
who sent for him and consulted him anent im- 
provements in St. Petersburg. The Emperor 
was so pleased with Sinclair's ingenious sugges- 
tions that he decorated him with the Imperial 
Order of St. Anne, and gave him a passport to 
travel free from one end of the Russian Empire 
to the other, and of this boon James Sinclair 
freely availed himself, visiting every botanical 
garden in that vast kingdom, and taking notes 
thereat which he intended to publish. He also 
penetrated into Austria and Prussia for the same 
purpose. 

At the close of 185 1 he returned to Britain and 
made a lengthened sojourn in Morayshire, leaving 
a manuscript volume of poems in Elgin at the 
local newspaper office ; but his forte did not lie 
in the weaving of verse, although he thought 
otherwise. He was in treaty with a London 
publisher to have his "Tour of the Continental 
Gardens " printed, but before he had fairly written 
out his press "copy," hostilities had begun between 
Russia and Turkey, which eventuated in the 
great Crimean War, in which Great Britain, 
France, and Sardinia espoused the cause of 
Turkey against the Muscovite foe. 

As James Sinclair was the only Briton who 
knew intimately about Sebastopol, the Russian 
Ambassador ere he quitted England was afraid 
that " the grand old gardener " would divulge to 
the British Government what he had seen and 
learnt of the great fortress ; but Sinclair was not 
built that way — in otljer words, he had not been 
long enough in London to acquire the polish of a 
suave and hypocritical scoundrel. He was a noble 
Scot ; and having served his patrons in Russia 
for years, he disdained to act as an informer against 
them. He kept his knowledge to himself, re- 
jecting alike threats and entreaties and stale 
platitudes about patriotism and such-like bosh, 
which the wily Southron often too successfully 
uses to entrap the credulous Scot. In con- 
sequence of the turmoil caused by the war, his 
projected book on continental gardens was never 
published, nor the companion volume of verse, 
" Musings on the Shores of the Black Sea." 

At the close of 1854, Sinclair emigrated to 
the Colony of Victoria, and was immediately 
employed in Melbourne as a landscape gardener. 
He laid out the Fitzroy Gardens there, and was 
appointed curator, residing in a cottage on the 
grounds. He published, in 1855, the "Gardener's 
I Magazine and Journal of Rural Economy," and, 
in 1857, the "Australian Sacred Lyre," which 
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was severely criticised in ih^ At/tefUEum, a well- i 
known literary periodical His verse, while con- 
taining just sentiments and agreeable images, 
with a keen perception of the beautiful, is very 
unequal, and, in many instances, unworthy of 
print. But he would not forsake the muse : he 
had an ingrained hankering after poetical fame, 
which always eluded his grasp. He kept on 
rhyming, to the last, for a printer acquaintance 
of mine, who used to scribble versified stuff, 
occasionally visited the old man in his cottage 
to do a little tinkering of his crude rhymes. On 
such occasions Sinclair supplied the printer, 
who was a showy and pretentious Southron, 
with spiritual inspiration in the guise of 
capacious doses of" Long John" and the " Dew 
of Ben Nevis,*' so much so that the loquacious 
and bibulous comp. became speedily obfuscated. 
The fellow could always get "a drink on the 
cheap" when so inclined — and that was frequently 
the case with him— by calling and inquiring 
about how the poems were progressing. Astute 
dodger that— and he used to gasconade after- 
wards how he fooled the old fellow ; but — yes,, 
but the whisky was prime, although the verse 
was primitive. However, Sinclair published no 
more poems, and his MS. was, I presume, sold 
as waste paper. When passing through the 
Gardens on my way to work, I often saw the old 
man, with one foot resting on a spade, and in a 
contemplative attitude, having a dreamy and far- 
away look — probably indulging in a reverie of 
old times when settled by the shores of the 
Euxine Sea. I certainly would have liked a 
chat with him, and willingly would have essayed 
the task to marshal his hobbling verse into 
decent order, but the demands of business and 
the want of a formal introduction — that intoler- 
able shackle of modern civilisation — restrained 
any advances on my part. He died at his house 
in the Fitzroy Gardens on the 29th April, 1881, 
aged 72. His ablest publication in Australia 
was "The Beauties of Nature, and how far they 
transcend those of Art," a thesis drawn up by a 
practical expert 

There was not even a paragraph in the Mel- 
bourne papers when Sinclair made his final exit. 
"The best o' fowk are never missed" — besides, he 
was only a Scotchman ! I wrote an account of 
him, which appeared in the Collingwood 
Observer^ conducted by Mr. James Macalpine 
Tait, J. P., son of the famous Glasgow Radical, 
John Tait, editor of the Liberator, who died in 
1837, and had his elegy written by Sandy 
■Rodger. Mr. Tait is an aged journalist now, 
and a week ago made .1 valedictory address to 
his readers, after 50 years' labour with the pen. 
I kuow.jiot whether- there is a ^one to^inclair^s 



memory in the Melbourne Cemetery ; but the 
Fitzroy Gardens will remain a lasting memorial 
of his skill and ability as an arboriculturist. 

Alb.\. 

Melbourne, Australia. 



Old Parr. — When visiting the Royal Picture 
Gallery of Dresden in 1902, I saw about twenty 
portraits by the celebrated . Sir Anthony Van 
Dyck, and amongst them one of Old Parr. I was 
amused to read. in. the excellent catalogue (500 
pp.), compiled by Dr. Julius Hubner, this curious 
blunder : — " Portrait of the Scotchman^ Thomas 
Parr in his 151st year." How the Shropshire 
centenarian came to be described as a Scot is a 
puzzle for the ingenious in such matters. A note 
stated that the picture was in the collection 
of Charles I., and after changing hands several 
times it was secured by Hyacinthe Rigaud 
(died 1743), \vho was styled the "French Van 
Dyck," and he sold it to Count Wackerbarth 
for the Elector of Saxony. Van Dyck, it may be 
remembered, married a Scottish lady, Mary 
Ruthven, a descendant of the Earls of Gowrie. 

Alba. 

Melbourne, Australia. 



Gordon as a Place Name in London.— 
The name of Gordon is extensively used in 
Rloomsbury (the Bedford estate), the 6th Duke 
of Bedford'having married in 1803, as his second 
wife. Lady Georgiana Gordon, the sister of the 
last Duke of Gordon. The best known part of 
the estate in which the name is used is Gordon 
Square. In it stands Gordon Hall, which is the 
name of a girls* school in connection with the 
Apostolic Church : while Gordon Place and 
Gordon Street run into it. There is also a 
Gordon Street in the City Road. In Francis 
Street, which runs parellel with Tottenham 
Court Road, a new block of buildings is called 
Gordon Mansions. Then there is Huntley Street 
running off Bedford Square. The name Cosmo 
was introduced into the Gordon family through 
the second Duke's friendship with Cosmo de 
Medici, and is used to name a lane connecting 
Queen Square with Southampton Row, and quite 
recently a big hotel called the Cosmo Hotel has 
been erected at the corner of the lane. There 
is a Gordon Place in Campden Grove, but Mr. 
E. V. Lucas, who lives there, does not know how 
it came by the name. There is a (Gordon 
C I rove at Camberwell, a Gordon Road at 
Peckham, and another Gordon Road at Stoke 
Newington. Gordon House Road runs from 
Highgate Road to Gospel Oak Station. 
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Aberdeen and Inverness Mail Arrange- 
ments OF 1822.— According to a MS. at the 
end of an ** Aberdeen Almanac," that year the 
mail arrangements were as follows : — 

Dispatched from Aberdeen ... 5 o p.m. 

Arrives at Oldmeldrum 7 10 „ 

„ „ New Stables .... 8 50 „ 

„ „ Banff 10 28 

Allowed for Coach business ... o 10 mins. 

Arrives at Cullen 12 18 a. m. 

„ Fochabers i 46 „ 

„ Elgin 2 51 

„ Fochabers 4 16 „ 

P.O. Inverness ... 7 46 „ 
X hour and 14 mins. allowed for making up North 
maiL 

Return from Inverness to Aberdeen. 



Dispatch from Inverness . . . . 4 30 a.m. 

Arrives at Nairn 6 30 „ 

„ „ Forres 7 50 „ 

Allowance for Breakfast at Forres . . 20 mins. 

Arrives at Elgin 9 35 a.m. 

„ „ Fochabers 10 38 „ 

„ „ Cullen 12 6 p.m. 

„ „ Banff I 46 „ 

Allowance for Dinner at Banff ... 25 mins. 

Arrives at New Stables . . . . 3 49 p.m. 
„ „ Oldmeldrum .... 5 34 »» 
,, P.O. Aberdeen ... 7 44 „ 

Aberdeen. Robert Murdoch. 



Aberdeen W.aterman— A "TRAiL."-Before 
water was brought into the town from the wells 
about Gilcomston Dam in i767,a man went about 
with two trees — like the trams of a cart — with the 
ends trailing upon the ground, with cross bars, 
and a large barrel, which he filled with water 
and carried to families who were to wash or 
brew. In the winter time he and his horse cut 
a queer figure. He had a large, coarse cloth 
hood that covered his head and shoulders, 
and the horse's hoofs were generally full of 
icicles, which rattled as he went along at a very 
slow pace. He was mostly employed m the night 
time, and slept all day. His pay was only id. 
per barrel, but he always got some broken meat. 
The mark on a road made by such a conveyance 
was called a trail.'' This term used to occur 
frequently in novels in which the Red Indians 
of North America were introduced. After 
European settlers came, the Indians got 
possession of some of their horses by stealing 
them or catching runaways. Having no 
conveyances, they harnessed them to two long 
slender trees on which they placed their 
wigwams and young children when journeying 
from place to place, and the tracks they made 
were called " trails," 

John Milne, LLD. 



THE LATE DR. CRAMOND'S 
PUBLICATIONS. 

Some time ago the late Dr. Cramond ex- 
pressed his belief that the only complete sets of 
his publications were to be found in the Aber- 
deen University Library and in the Advocates 
Library, Edinburgh. We shall be glad to learn 
if any items have escaped the compiler of the 
appended list. 

1880. Annals of Cullen : being extracts from re- 
cords relating to the affairs of the Royal Burgh of 
Cullen, 960-1879. Banff: printed at the Banff- 
shire Journal office. 1880. (6 J x 4 in. Pp. 38. 
Some copies on large paper, 8x4} in.) 

1882. Reminiscences of the old town of Cullen, 
i8i2-i8, with plan of the town. [Quotations.] 
Aberdeen: John Adam, 73 Union Street. Cullen: 
Geo. Seivwright. 1882. (8^^ x 5^ in. Pp. [4] + 
5i + [i]. Three folding plans. Printed by Q. 
Cornwall & Sons.] 

1883. The church and churchvard of Cullen. 
Printed for the author, and sold by John Adam, 
73 Union Street, Aberdeen, and Q. Seivwri^t, 
Cullen. 1883. (84 X 5 J in. Pp. viii. + 168. Five 
photographic plates. Printed by G. Cornwall 
and Sons. 

1885. The church and churchyard of Deskford. 

Banff : printed at the Banffshire youmal oifice. 

1885. (64x4 in. Pp. 37 + [I].) 
1885. The church and churchyard of Rathven. 
' Banff : printed at the Banffshire Journal office. 

1885. (64x4 in. Pp. 135 +[!]•) 

1885. The presbytery of Fordyce. Banff : printed 
at the Banffshire Journal office. 1885. (64 x 4 
in. Pp. 74 + 4 [reviews]. ) 

1886. The church and churchyard of Boyndie. 
Banff: printed at the Banffshire Journal office. 

1886. (64 X 4 in. Pp. 79 + [i] + 4 [reviews]. ) 

1886. The church and churchyard of Fordyce. 
Banff: printed at the Banffshire Journal office. 
1886. (64 X 4J in. Pp. 115 +[i] + 4 [reviews].) 

1886. The church and churchyard of Ordiquhill. 
Banif: printed at the Banffshire Journal office. 
1886. (6x44 in. Pp-74-) 

1887. Inventory of the charters, burgh court 
books, books of sasine, etc., belonging to the 
burgh of Cullen, deposited within the Council 
chamber of the burgh, 1887; together with a 
copy of the charter of the burg^, and translation 
thereof; copy of the covenant of Cullen, and 
perambulation oi the marches of the borgfa. 
Banff : printed at the Banffshire Journal office. 
M X 5 in. Pp. 19 + [i], and coloured cover with 
title.) 

1887. Inventory of the charters, burgh court 
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books, books of sasines, etc., belonging to the 
bttrgh of Banff, deposited within the council 
chamber of the burgh. 1887. Banff: printed 
at the Banffshire Journal office. (7 x 4I in. 
Pp. 8, and coloured cover with title. ) 

1887. The plundering of Cullen House by the 
rebels: an incident in the Rebellion of 1745-46. 
Narrated by eyewitnesses of the plundering. 
[Quotation.] Printed for the compiler by W. F. 
Johnston, Buckie. 1887. (8^x5iin. Pp. iii.— 
xii. (misprinted xi. ) + 25 + [3]. ) 

[1888] The annals of Cullen: being extracts from 
records relating to the affairs of the royal burgh 
of Cullen, 961-1887. Second edition. Printed 
by W. F. Johnston, Buckie. (Reprinted from 
Banffshire Advertiser, 7 x 4S in. Pp. [4] -I- 127 

+W) 

1888. Illep[itimacy in Banffshire: facts, figures, 
and opinions. Reprinted from the Batiffshire 
Journal of January 10, 17, 24, and 31, February 
7 and 14, 1888. Banff: Banffshire Journal office. 
MDcccLXXXViii. (7}x4iin. Pp.74.) 

1889. The penny guide to Cullen. Published by 
George Seivwright, The Square, Cullen. 1889. 
(4$ x 3^ in. Pp. 48 (27 — 48 advertisements), and 
folding map. Printed by G. Cornwall & Sons, 
Aber(feen. ) 

[189 ?] The ancient office of Mair. [Not seen.] 

1890. The church of Speymouth. Elgin : stereo- 
^ed and printed at the Courant and Courier 
office. 1880. (7x4} in. Pp. 97 + [i].) 

1890. History of the Bede House of Rathven. 
Buckie: printed at the Banffshire Advertiser 
office. 1890. (7 X 4^ in. Pp. 14, one plate, and 
coloured cover with title. ) 

1891. The annals of Banff. Vol. I. Aberdeen : 
printed for the New Spalding Club, mdcccxci. 
(10x7! in. Pp. xvi. + 385-*- [i] ; nine plates. 
Printed by Milne & Hutchison. 

1892. The castle and the lords of Balveny. With 
illustrations. Elgin : printed at the Courant and 
Cotirier office. 1892. (7X4J in. Pp. 43 + [i]; 
illustrations in the text.) 

1892. Illegitimacy in Banffshire. Paper read on 
9th August in the Economic section of the British 
Association at their meeting in Edinburgh in 1892. 
. . . Reprinted from the Bof iff shire Journal 
of August 9 and 16, 1892. (7x4^ in. Pp. 24.) 

1892. The penny guide to Cullen. Second edi- 
tion. Published by George Seivwright, The 
Square, Cullen. 1892. (4^x31 in. Pp. 44 + [30]; 
advertisements, coloured cover with title, and one 
plate. Printed at the Advertiser office, Buckie.) 

1893. The annals of Banff, Vol. II. Aberdeen : 
printed for the New Spalding Club, mdcccxciii. 
(10 X 7f in. Pp. xii, +498; eleven plaUs. Printed 
by Miine & Hutchison.) 



[1893] The frmiily of Milne in Banff. Extracted 
from the "Annals of Banff." With notes by 
G. C. M. (94 X 7J in. Pp. xa) 

I 1893. The making of a Banffshire burgh : being 
an account of the early history of MacdufT 
Banff : printed at the Banffshire Journal office. 

1 893. (64 X 4 in. Frontispiece + pp. [2] -f- 40. ) 

1894. The annals of Fordoun: being extracts 
from letters relating to the affairs of the parish 
of Fordoun from the earliest times to the year 

1894. Montrose : printed at the Standard office. 
1894. (7i X 42 in. Pp. [2] -f- 108 -f- [2], with folding 
map.) 

1894. The Milnes of Banff and neighbourhood: 
being a paper read to the Banffshire Field Club 
on 8th December, 1893. [Motto.] Banff: printed 
at the Banffshire Journal office. 1894. (64 x 4 
in. Pp. 20, and coloured cover with title.) 

1894. The Milnes of Banff and neighbourhood. 
Second edition. 1894. (6Jx4in. Pp. 2H-[i], 
and coloured cover with title. ) 

1894. Stra'finla top: a guide to Auchinblae 
and Fordoun district. Dundee : printed by John 
Leng & Co., Bank Street. 1894. (6x44 in. 
Pp. 48 (^6—48 advertisements) ; three full-size 
plates included in paging.) 

1895. Scots drink. Elgin: printed at the 
Courant and Courier office. 1895. (7X4J in. 
Pp. 42.) 

1895. The parish of Grange : Lecture delivered in 
the Parish Church of Grange. Reprinted from 
Banffshire Journal. Printed at the Banffshire 
Journal office for the author. 1895. (7x4} in. 
Pp. 34.) 

1896. The guide to Cullen. [Quotations.] Third 
edition — rewritten. Published by G. Seivwright, 
The Square, Cullen. 1896. (4^x34 in. Pp. 
72-t-44 [advertisements]. Four plates. Printed 
at the Advertiser office, Buckie. 

1896. Life in Elgin 350 years ago. Elgin : printed 
at the Courant and Courier office. 1896. ^(7x4} 
in. Pp. 29 + [i].) 

1896. On Scots drink. Second edition. Elgin : 
printed at the Courant and Courier office. 1896. 
(7><4J in. Pp. 35 + [!].) 

[1896] The church and parish of Bellie. Reprinted 
from the Elgin Courant atid Courier. Price six- 
pence. (7 X 4S in. Pp. 51 + [i]. ) 

[1896] The church of Aberdour. Printed at the 
Fraserburgh Advertiser office, {yi x 4} in. Pp. 
55 + [i], and coloured cover with title.) 

1897. The court books of the Regality of Grant :* 
a true statement of their contents. Banff: 
printed at the Banffshire Journal office. 1897. 
Price four pence. (7 x 4f in. Pp. 28, and coloured 
cover with title.) 

* Misprinted Nairn" io S. y. A Q., XI., 111. 
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1897. Extracts from the records of the Kirk Session 
of Elgin, 1584-1779, with a brief record of the 
readers, ministers, and bishops, 1567-1897. Re- 
printed trom Elgin Courant and Courier. Price 
one shilling and sixpence. Elgin : printed at the 
Courant and Courier office. 1897. (7X4J in. 
Pp. [2] + 359-+ [2], and coloured cover with title.) 

1897. Guide to Grantown and district. With 
• map of the district by Messrs. W. & A. K. 

Johnston, Edinburgh. Price three pence. Dun- 
. dee: John Leng & Co., printers and lithographers. 
Bank Street. 1897. (6^ x 4 in. Map as frontis- 
piece + pp. 48 (31 — 48 advertisements); three full- 
page plates included in paging. ) 

[1897] The church of Keith. Reprinted from the 
Banffshire Herald^ Keith. Price sixpence. (7 x 4I 
in. Pp. 95 + [I].) 

1898. The church of Grange. Reprinted from the 
Banffshire Herald^ Keith. Price nine pence. 
1898. Keith : printed by John Mitchell, Mid 
Street. (7x4^ in. Pp. 141 +ti], and coloured 
cover with title. ) 

1898. Municipal life in Elgin in the sixteenth 
century: bemg extracts from the burgh and 
head court book of the royal burgh of Elgin, 
1570-1585. Elgin: printed at the Courant and 
CoMritfr office. 1898. (7x4! in. Pp.. 5i+[i].) 

1898. The truth about George Wishart, the 
martyr. Montrose: printed at the Standard 
office, High Street. 1898. (7x4? in. Pp. 18.) 

1899. Old memories: a walk in the churchyard 
of Cullen. [Motto.] Reprinted from Banffshire 
Journal. Printed at the Banffshire Journal 
office for the author. 1899. (7 x 4^ in. Pp. 

31 + W) 

[1899] The church and priory of Urquhart. Re- 
printed from the Elgin Courant and Courier. 
• Price one shilling. 7^4^ in. Pp. 71 + [i].) 

1900. The church of Alves. Elgin : printed at the 
Courant and Courier office. 1900. (7x4^ in. 
Pp. 118.) 

1900. The churches of the parish of St. Andrews, 
Llanbryd. Price one shilling. Elgin : printed at 
the Courant and Courier office. 1900. (7 x 4^ 
in. Pp. 109 + [i], and coloured cover with title.) 

igoo. Rothiemay house: being a paper read at a 
meeting of the Banffshire Field Club on 12th 
January, 1900. Banff : printed at the Banffshire 
Journal office, igoo. (7 x 4J in. Pp. 32, with 
folding plate. ) 

^901. Old Scottish land measures. Paper read 
on 28th June, 1901, at the joint meeting in Banff 
of the Northern Association of Literary and 
Scientific Societies. Banff: printed at the Batijff- 
skire Journal oSict. 1901. (7x4^ in. Pp.20.) 



1902. Exhibition of bells in the Museum, Elgin, 
from 23rd to 30th August, 1902. Elgin: Courant 
and Courier office. 1902. (7x4! in. Pp. 16.) 

1903. The church of Birnie. Elgin: printed at 
the Courant and Courier office. 1903. (7x4^ 
in. Pp. 38, and coloured cover with title.) 

1903. Elgin calendar for 1904. Issued on opening 
of the Cooper Park, 19th August, 1903. Elgin : 
printed at the Courant and Courier office. 
(7ix4fin. Pp.20.) 

T903. Extracts from the Diary of Alexander Brodie 
of Maine (1671-1676). Elgin : printed at the 
Courant , and Courier office. 1903. (7^x5 in. 
Pp. 24, and coloured cover with title. ) 

1903. The hammermen of Banff. Banff: printed 
at the Banffshire Journal office. 1903. (6J x 4J 
in. Pp. 14, and coloured cover with title. ) 

1903. The records of Elgin, 1234- 1800. Vol. I. 
Aberdeen: printed for the New Spalding Club. 
MCMiii. (10 X 7j in. Pp. [12] + 509-1- [i] ; 
twenty-three plates. Printed by Milne and 
Hutchison.) 

1904. The annals of Cullen, 961-1904. [Third 
edition.] Buckie : W. F. Johnston & Sons. 1904. 
(8x32 in. Pp.108.) ^ 

1904. Cullen in 1650: being a paper read to the 
Cullen Literary Society on 21st January, 1904. 
Banff : printed at the Banffshire Journal office. 
1904. (7i X 5 in. Pp. 16, and coloured cover 
with title.) 

1904. Memoir of the family of Kings of Newmill. 
(From the original MS. by Mr. Robert Young, 
solicitor, Elgin, of date 1862, in the possession of 
Colonel Leslie of Kininvie. Copied by W. 
Cramond, LL.D., 1894.) Elgin: printed at the 
Courant and Courier office. 1904. (7JX5 iiu 
Pp. 22, and coloured cover with title.) 

1906. Extracts from the records of the Synod of 
Moray. Price one shilling. Elgin: printed at 
the Courant and Courier office. 1906. (7x4^ 
in. Pp. 220.) 

1907. [In the Press.] Extracts from the minutes 
of the Presbytery of Elgin. Reprinted from the 
Courant and Courier. 

1907. [In the Press.] The records of Elgin. 
Vol. H. New Spalding Club. 

♦ 

832. The Word Pony.*' — It seems extremely 
probable that this word (of which the earliest known 
forms are the Scotch powuy^ powney, pownie) re- 
presents a hitherto undiscovered poulney^ an adapta- 
tion of the Old French pouUnjet^ a little foaU diminu- 
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tive of poulain, poluin, A foal, colt, regularly formed 
on the late Latin pullanus, itself a normal derivative 
from the classical Latin pullus (Greek IIwXos), cog- | 
nate with O. Teirt: /o^om-, whence our foal. Dr. | 
Murray, editor of the " New English Dictionary," 
is anxious to have quotations showing the earlier 
spelling in poul- or pol- in order to make the origin 
certain. It seems most probable that the form will 
be found in Scottish documents. The earliest in- 
stance known to Dr. Murray is dated i8th June, 
1659, in the extracts from the diary attributed to 
An^ew Hay of Crai^nethan, and published in 
Notes and Queries ^ Set. VI., VIL, 61, 162, 263:— 
After dinner I wsdked to the mosse and found that 
the peats were not yet dry. I caused bring home 
the powny and stugged him. Thereafter I did read 
a little on the litle french book against melancholy 
[** Reveile matin contre la melancholic" (ibid. 62)], 
because my spirit was sad." Dr. Murray will es- 
teem it a favour if quotations (with full references) 
are sent to him direct, as the article **pony" is 
already in proof. It should be addressed 78 Banbury 
Road, Oxford. Q. V. 

833. The Cummings of Culter. — On February 
24, 1907, there died Emile Victor Garreau, of 7 | 
Russell Road, Kensington, ** second son of Augustus 
Victor Garreau of Beaubois, Mauritius, J. P. for 
Seychelles," and grandson of* Sir Robert Stewart 
Gumming, Bart, of Culter." The baronetcy, ac- 
cording to **G. E. C," became dormant or extinct 
about 1793, when the third baronet died in poverty 
in Whitechapel, but it was assumed " possibly soon 
after 1793, but more probably some 80 years after- 
wards," by Robert Gumming of Airdrie. ** G. E. G." 
says that Robert Stewart Gumming (who was granted 
Gummingswood, Prince Edward's Island, for his 
services as. surgeon at the siege of Copenhagen in 
1807), and who died in 1847, never assumed the 
title. What was the name of his daughter who 
married Garreau? J. M. B. 

834. Scots Episcopacy. — In 1852 there was 
published, through A. Brown & Go., a pamphlet 
(8vo, 9 pp.) entitled: "Suggestions for practically 
Carrying Out the Principle of Lay Co operation at 
the Synods of the Scottish Church." It is signed 
by G. J. R. Gordon, John Dunn, George Ogilvie, 
and George Grub. Was G. J. R. Gordon the laird 
of Ellon ? J. M. B. 

835. Miss Gordon, Ruby Cottage. —I am 
informed that a Miss Gordon, sister ot Admiral 
Sir James Alexander Gordon of the Wardhouse 
family, lived at Ruby Cottage, Silver Street, Aber- 
deen. Any information about her is welcome. 

J. M. Bulloch. 

836. " The Standard Habbie." — Allan Ramsay, 
in his first rhymed epistle to Lieut. Hamilton of 
Gilbertfield, alludes to Robert SempilPs ** Elegy on 
Habbie Simson," the piper of Kilbarchan, as it it 



was the first of that peculiar six-line Scottish stanza» 
four of which are oc to-syllabic and two quadri- 
syllable, and calls it the ''Standard Habbie." This 
measure became extensively popular with nearly all 
our native bards. Fergusson wrote his most felici- 
tious verses in this jerky stanza, and Burns excelled 
in it also. Even Beattie, of "Minstrel" fame, 
essayed a set of such Scottish ' verses to Ross, the 
author of ** Helenore." A Glasgow gentleman, 
residing in Ascot Vale, near Melbourne — Mr. Allan 
McNeilage — writes it tersely and freely, as many of 
his printed verses will attest. Robert Sempill, the 
author of "Standard Habbie," died about 1668, aged 
73, and his poem is conjectured to have been written 
in 1640. (See James Paterson's " Poems of the 
Sempills of Beltrees," 1849.) His father, Sir James 
SempiU (friend of Andrew Melville), and his son, 
Francis Sempill, were also versifiers. But Sempill 
was not the first in Scotland to introduce, this 
metrical standard, for I find in the verses of Alex- 
ander Scot, the " Scottish Anacreon," who wrote 
an address to Queen Mary Stuart in 1562, three 
pieces cast in this peculiar mould: ** Patience in 
Love," nine verses; "Cupid's Tyranny," five verses ; 
and " A Complaint," seven verses, one of which I 
I subjoin : 

That ever I loved, alas ! therefore 
Thus to be pined with pains so sore, 
An' thirled thro' ilka vein an' bore 

Without offence : 
Cliiist send remeid. I say no more, 
But patience. 

My query is — Was Alexander Scot the first "makar" 
in our country to originate this poetical measure? 
Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

837. Drum used at Harlaw. — In the year 
1873, according to a press cutting pasted into one of 
the old Spalding Club books, the following advertise- 
ment was seen : — 

Sale of Anoiemt Relic. —There win be Exposed for 
Sale, by Public Koup, within the Hall, No. 13 Adelphi 
Court, on Saturday, 3rd May, at 12 o'clock Noop, The 
Drum, lately belonging to the City Armoury, which was 
used by the Aberdonians at the Battle of Harlaw. Well 
authenticated. S[hawl R[obertl W[arrender] S(haw], 
[Auctioneer]. 

Where is the relic now, and who is the possessor ? 

Robert Murdoch. 

838. Shaws of Rothiemurchus.— Mr. A. M. 
Mackintosh, of Geddes House, Nairn, thus writes 
me on the gth January this year: — ** I cannot place 
Robert Shaw (sherifif-officer in Aberdeen), son of 
Shaw Shaw, but as you say the latter was a grand- 
son of a Shaw who had seven sons, it would appear 

not unlikely that the Shaw was either William 

Shaw, seventh and youngest son of Duncan of 
Crathinard, who died in 1726, or even Duncan of 
Crathinard himself, though perhaps Duncan would 
be a little too early in point of time. William, as 
well as his father Duncan, had seven sons, but none 
of these bore the Christian name of Shaw^" Mr, 
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Mackintosh also mentions he has the genealogies of 
several Shaws, but the genealogies of the Rothie- 
murchus and Dalnavert branches are by no means 
clear in the 17th or i8th century. 

Robert Murdoch. 

859. Lawrence and Mackintosh Families. — 
In response to enquiry by Mr. A. M. Mackintosh, 
Geddes House, Nairn, in the Northern Chronicle a 
few years ago, some party gave the names of twenty- 
two children of Alexander Mackintosh of Blervie 
(1707-1731) and Isabel Duff from a Lawrence sampler. 
Can any reader tell me the connection, if any, of the 
Lawrence family with Alexander MacMntosh of 
Blervie ? Also, who is the owner of the sampler ? 
A daughter <^ Alexander Mackintosh married Robert 
Anderson, Sheriff-Substitute of Moray. 

Robert Murdoch. 

840. HuNTLv IN Bombay. — Huntly Lodge, 
Bombay, is mentioned in the Scots Magazine for 
December, 1818, p. 587. Why was it so called? 

J. M. B. 

4t 

801. The Gordons of Carroll (2nd S., VIII., 
no.)— The intention of " Ross- shire " is apparently 
to enliven the pages of Scottish Notes and Queries 
by introducing into the sober gravity of its queries a 
species of conundrum. Presumably his query signifies: 
In what relation did the two ladies mentioned stand 
to each other ? The answer appears to be that they 
sustained to each other the relations respectively of 
aunt and niece. It further appears that the elder 
John Gordon of Carroll was grandfather of the John 
Gordon of Carroll who was living when the ne\vs- 
paper paragraphs were penned. 

Aliquis. 

802. Mrs. Gordon of Craig (2nd S., VIII., 
no). — To speak of the contents of a book which one 
has never seen is a somewhat risky proceeding. 
There are, however, certain indications in Mr. J. M. 
Bulloch's query which seem to point clearly enough 
in one direction. The booklet referred to is perhaps ! 
an account of the Assuanley cup, formerly in the 
possession of Mrs. Gordon of Craig. If Mr. J. M. 
Bulloch will refer to Jervise's *'Land of the Lind- 
sajrs," pp. 182-4, he will probably be inclined to 
adopt this conclusion. If, further, he will consult 
the ** Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of 
Scotland," II., 180-4, c^'C" derive some 
information about Mrs. Gordon's "Tale of Other 
Times." S. 

803. Dr. George Washington Bethunb (2nd 
S., VIII., 127) was born in New York City on March 
18, 1805, and died in Florence, Italy, on April 27, 
1862. James Gammack, LL.D. 

West Hartford, Conn. 



806. The Highland Indepbndent Companies 
(and S., VIII., no).— If by Highland Independent 
Companies" '♦H. D. McW." means Highland 
Fencible Regiments,** the answer to his query is 
that 1759 was the year when the earliest oi them 
originated. Browne's " History of the Highland 
Clans," Vol. IV., pp. 368-84, contains an account 
of the various companies, with dates of their raising, 
and some particulars about each of them. 

S. 

807. Inglis Family (and S.,VIII., 126).— Fatrley 
is a mansion in Newhills parish ; Countesswells is a 
mansion and estate in the parish of Peterculter. I 
am unable to trace any Inglis occupancy of either 
of these places. Perhaps the Inglis £unily may be 
descended from Robert Inglis, son of John Inglis, 
merchant burgess in Edinburgh, who, in 1643, was 
''retoured" as possessed of the lands and barony of 
Grandholme. S. 

809. Captain George Gordon, R.N., of 
Greenhaugh (2nd S., VIII., 126).— In the Navy 
List for 181 5, the name of George Gordon appears 
as promoted to the rank of Commander. The date 
of his promotion indicates that he had probably seen 
service during the naval operations of the Napoleonic 
wars. There is no record to show that he ever 
attained the rank of full Captain. Perhaps he was 
merely called Captain out ot courtesy. Indeed, his 
rank as Commander would, in popular speech, entitle 
him to be so called. He is not to be mistaken for 
the Captain George T. Gordon who, about the same 
period, commanded a British expedition to the 
Potomac. S. 

8x0. Sir Cosmo Gordon (2nd S., VIII., 126). — 
One feels greatly tempted to regard "Sir Cosmo 
Gordon " as a nom de plume , were it not for the fact 
that, whenever the book, " Life and Genius of \joxd. 
Byron," is mentioned, there is never a hint of 
pseudonymity attached to its author. In 1824 there 
was at least one Cosmo Gordon who may have 
written the book. He was the fourth son of Alex- 
ander, Lord Rockville, of the Aberdeen family, and 
a Lord of Session. His son Cosmo, born sometime 
in the seventies of the i8th century, rose to be a 
general in the Army, and died in 1867. He was not 
entitled to be called Sir Cosmo, but an elder brother, 
Sir William Duff Gordon, who died in 1823, was a 
baronet. Possibly, through some printer-s blunder, 
the baronetcy may have been credited to Cosmo 
Gordon. In all probability he was the same as the 
Lieut. -Colonel Gordon who, in 1805, published an 
*• Address to Volunteers." W. S. 

811. Longmore Family (2nd S., VIII., ia6). — 
There was a James Longmore, a successful agri- 
culturist in Banffshire, occupying the fjarm of Hilton, 
who, according to *'The Annals of Banff,** was 
chosen to be an elder in the parish church in 1863. 
Assuming his identity with the person named in the 
query, the probabilities a^e that he was manicd, and 
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had a family. Elders were generally chosen from 
among those who were heads of families. 



8x3. Gordon- Anderson Marriage (2nd S., 
VIII., 126).— I would venture to suggest that the 
husband of Jane Gordon was named James Ander- 
son. He was L.R.C.S. in 1807, M.D. (of Aberdeen) 
in 1817, and ultimately became an Inspector of 
Hospitals and Fleets. S. 

8x4. Tinder Boxes in Church (2nd S., VIIL, 
126). — Tinder boxes were in use in Scotland as well 
as in England, and may often enough have been 
carried in the pockets oi worshippers to divine 
service. The English custom, however, to which 
Mr. Murdoch's query alludes, probably arose at a 
very early period, and carried with it in the earlier 
stages of its existence a kind of symbolic meaning. 
No such meaning, at any time, can be found in the 
Presbyterian Church of Scotland. The practice of 
using lights in churches, prevalent in the Romish 
Church, and not unknown in the Church of England, 
has always been regarded by Presbyterians as 
superstitious. Clericus. 

8x5. Jardine, Rannie, Dundas (and S.,VIII., 
126).— The word " Bayley" in this query is doubtless 
equivalent to the Scottish Baillie." In all likeli- 
hood the lady belonged to some branch of the 
Lamington Baillies, who, it is said, were distantly 
related to the Jardines. There does not seem to 
have been any near relationship between the two 
families. Perhaps the relationship spoken of in the 
query may have been between Mrs. Henry Dundas 
and Dr. Jardine*s wife. Dr. Jardine was married to 
a Drummond, and the Drummonds are understood 
to have been somewhat closely related to the 
Baillies. S. 

8x8. Caddell (? Calder), alias MacPherson 
(2nd S.,VIII., 126).— "H. D. McW." is undoubtedly 
right in his surmise. There is no such place-name 
as Napherson." I have looked over a few 
books of place-names in order to '*mak' siccar." 
**H. D. McW."may rest assured that "Margaret 
Calder or Macpherson " is the true reading. 



8ao. " Scoto-Britannicus" (2nd S.,VIII., 140). 
— I possess a copy of the Scottish Biographical 
Dictionary" of 1822, but had long abandoned, as an 
insoluble problem, the attempt to determine its 
authorship. Consequently, to my great regret, I 
am unable to fulfil ''Alba's^ flattering expectation. 
At the same time, I have no hesitation in thinking 
that ** Alba " himself has solved the problem. That 
Peter Brown was the compiler of the " Dictionary " 
is extremely likely— in fact, in the light of ** Alba's " 
remarks about him, it is practically certain. The 
book is not of much value, but possesses certain 
distinctive features, to which "Alba'' has called 
attention in his luminous and helpful note. I have 



tested it in a few cases, and find that the compiler 
has used the best authorities available at the time, 
but has not exhibited much original research, and 
has reproduced not a few statements and dates 
since discovered to be ouite erroneous. Watkin's 
Dictionary " (from which he has borrowed largely), 
and the " General Biographical Dictionary" of 1798 
are mainly the authorities from which the work is 
compiled. Permit me to express to "Alba" my 
sense of the value of many of his discoveries, hints, 
and suggestions in the pages of S. iV. 6* Q, The 
discovery of Peter Brown is only one of many. It 
says little, however, for literary research in Scotland 
that Scoto-Britannicus" should have remained so 
long veiled in mystery, and that it should have been 
left to one hailing from the uttermost parts of the 
earth to discover in the end the real name of the 
writer. W. S. 

82X. "Rose Douglas" (2nd S.,VIII., 140).— 
Sarah R. Whitehead was the name of the authoress 
of" Rose Douglas." The full title of the book is: 
" Rose Douglas; or. Sketches of a Country Parish: 
being the Autobiography of a Scotch Minister's 
Daughter. By S. R. W. In two volumes." Lon- 
don, 1851. 8vo. W. S. 

822. Drumquhassill (2nd S.,VIII., 141).— This 
lairdship was situated in the parish of Strathblane 
in West Stirlingshire, and was part of "The 
Lennox." The name was not changed, but the 
proprietor, James Cunninghame of Drumquhassle, 
parted with the lands sometime between 1638 and 
1661, when he died. Robert, his brother, had pur- 
chased the lands of Trienbeg, or Drumbeg, from the 
laird of Gleneagles in 1616. William Cunninghame, 
his brother, succeeded in 1644, and his son, John, 
possessed also the lands of Bandalloch, or Balin- 
dalloch, before 1689. Passing over some generations, 
William Cunninghame of Bandalloch, colonel in 
the Army, sold his estate, and bought that of Bala- 
norris in the Isle of Man, having married Christian, 
daughter of John Taubman, former proprietor oi 
Balanorris. The present representative of Cunning- 
hame of Drumquhassill is James Stewart Robertson, 
Esq., now of Edradynate, Perthshire, whose aunt 
was heiress of Balanorris. (See "The Parish of 
Strathblane," by J. G. Smith. Glasgow, 1886.) 

Edinburgh. W. MacLeod. 

" The great Strathendrick family of Cunningham 
of Drumquhassle, which in the beginning of the 
seventeenth century was on the wane," p. 241. 

On the north bank of the Endrick [in Drymen, 
Stirlingshire] is Park of Drumquhassle, the property 
ot Miss Govane," p. 270.— Extracts from " Strathen- 
drick and its Inhabitants from Early Times," by 
John Guthrie Smith, Glasgow, 1896— a work con- 
taining between forty ana fifty references to the 
Cunninghams. G. W. 

Drumquhassill (or " Drumwhassel," as Hill Burton 
spells it) was in the parish of Drymen, and county 
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of Stirling. It was formerly an estate in possession 
of the Cunninghams of Ayrshire, but all trace of 
their occupancy has now, I believe, disappeared 
from the county. The Stirlingshire Cunninghams, 
according to Douglas, were descended from Andrew, 
second son of Robert Cunningham, the gth laird of 
kilmaurs. They seem to have been among the 
most warlike ot the family to which they belonged. 
Most of our historians mention John Cunningham 
of Drumquhassill as one of the bravest and most 
skilful soldiers of his day ; while, at a much later 
period, another of the name, also connected with 
Stirlingshire, proved himself, on one occasion, in 
single combat, more than a match for the redoubt- 
able Rob Roy. W. S. 

828. Musical Terms: *'BiMULL-CLiEFp"(2ndS., 
VIII. > 141).— Dr. Forrest, Lonmay, says: — "B mol 
is good Dutch." A Dutch dictionary gives as one 
meaning.of " mol," *' a musical term meaning minor 
mode. "BimuU-Clieff " must therefore mean the key 
of B minor. Probably the term came with the bells 
themselves to Aberdeen from Belgium. It seems an 
impossibility to get a Flemish dictionary in this 
country, else we might find that *'mol" is both 
Dutch and Flemish. 

John Milne, LL.D. 



Xiterature. 

A History of the Family of Cairnes, or Cairns, 
and its Connections. By H[enryJ C[airnes] 
Lawlor. London: Elliot Stock. (Printed by R. 
Carswell & Son, Belfast.) 4to ; pp. xvi., 292 
pp., with 43 illustrations, and five genealogical 
tables. Price 21s. • 

This volume is a good eicample of the 
industrious genealogical work that is in progress 
all round, and it is typical that it should have 
been produced by a man of 37, instead of, as in 
other days, a mere old gentleman of 73. In 
noticing a book of this kind, it is usually the 
merest presumption in a critic to enter into a 
minute examination of its contents, for the 
compiler in nine cases out of ten is a pioneer 
and solitary authority. Moreover, one ought to 
be concerned mainly with the spirit of the 
undertaking — utterly thankless from the financial 
point of view, but bringing immense satisfaction 
to the patient builder himself 

Mr. Lawlor's methods are modern, relying on 
research and discarding tradition. Bnt his 
undertone of apology that the family " have no 
claim to be included among the greater noble 
families of these kingdoms" is slightly old- 
fashioned, for these so-called noble families are 
frequently the veriest mushrooms, unable to show 
anything like a descent of 600 years. 



! The cradle of the Cairnes family was in the 
parish of Mid Calder, Mid Lothian, from which 
' they spread in several directions, notably through 
' Ireland, whither they went at the time of the 
I Ulster "plantations.'*' Mr. Lawlor (whose 
! mother was a Cairnes) has pieced together the 
\ history of the name with indefatigable industry, 
I and though (being but 37) he will yet find much 
I to add, he has made a splendid beginning and 
produced a very useful book. 
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BRODIE, MICHIE, AND GAULD 
FAMILIES. 
(2nd S., K///., 5d, 6G.) 

I am much obliged to Mr. Murdoch for the 
information contained in the October number of 
your publication. Helen was a sister of 
Jonathan, merchant, Aberdeen (born 14th 
September, 1774, died 26th November, 1805), 
and daughter of George Michie, Invernochty, 
Strathdon (bom 1720, died loth December, 1797), 
by his wife Katherine Gordon (bom 1731, died 
at Aberdeen, 15th March, 1800). 

In the Strathdon Churchyard, alongside of 
the stone to the above George Michie, is one 



erected to Peter Michie (born 1705, died 2nd 
June, 1730). And next to this is a very old stone 
erected by Alexander Michie, Braesachiel, to the 
memory of his father, John Michie, who died 

18th January , aged 67 years (the year of his 

death is illegible). Were Peter and John related 
to George, and if so, how ; and what became of 
Alexander } 

The following may be of interest to Mr. 
Murdoch : — 

William Brody, Belnaglack, was a witness on 
5th February, 1792, to the baptism of Alexander, 
son of Alexander Michie, Taylorsneals, Glen- 
buchat. 

Mary Brodie, married James Michie, Stocket- 
head, Aberdeen. Their family consisted of 
Helen Michie (born ist September, 1765), Janet 
Michie (born 30th August, 1767), Francis 
Michie (bom 3rd September, 1769). 

William Gell, Kirktown, Strathdon, was 
witness to the baptism, on 23rd August, 1687, of 
Elspet, daughter of Francis Michie, farmer, 
Semeil, Strathdon. 

William Gauld, Nethertown, Glenbuchat, was 
witness to the baptism, on 28th October, 1797, 
of Isobel and William, twin children of William 
Michie, Sloggie, Glenbuchat. 

Gauld, Tillykerrie, Cromar, married 

Margaret (bom 4th October, 1841), daughter of 
James Michie, Mill of Rippachie, Tarland. 

David Gauld, tailor. Old Machar, was 
witness to the marriage, on 19th July, 1781, of 
Ann Michie (bom 1753, buried in Spital 
Cemetery, Old Aberdeen, on nth December, 
181 1), to. Robert Ogg, wright, Aberdeen. He 
was also witness to the marriage, on 28th June, 
1787, of John Michie, tailor, Spital (bom 1768, 
buried in Spital Cemetery on nth June, 18 16), to 
Margaret, daughter of William Smith, wool- 
comber, Aberdeen. 

David Gald was witness to the baptism, on 5th 
November, 1766, of James, son of James Michie, 
blacksmith, Spital, Aberdeen. 

John Gall, labourer, Aberdeen, was witness to 
the marriage, on 22nd June, 1780, of May, 
daughter of George Michie, Crookmore, Alford, 
to George Duncan, dyer, Aberdeen. 

Calcutta. Chas. Michie. 
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NOTABLE MEN AND WOMEN OF 
FORFARSHIRE. 
(Continued from 2nd S., VIIL, U7.) 

53. • Barrie, James Matthew, LL.D. : 
Noted Novelist, Playwright, etc. Born Kirrie- 
muir 9th May, i860. "I am inclined," says Dr. 
William Wallace, in the Bookman^ "to give him 
the third place among living British novelists. 
He does not possess the Shakespearian variety 
of Mr. Meredith, nor has he such a conception 
as has Mr. Hardy of the Euripidean tragedy of 
human life. But he is incomparably droller 
than either : he has more drollery than any 
novelist since Dickens, and the power of forcing 
you to laugh unexpectedly' is the privilege of 
genius." "I should be inclined," he adds, "to 
bracket Mr. Barrie with Gait (Gait at his best, 
as in *The Entail,' is the Scottish Balzac) as 
second to Scott among Scottish novelists, 
Stevenson being fourth, and Mrs. Oliphant fifth." 
Probably Dr. Wallace is right in placing Barrie 
below Meredith and Hardy in respect to the 
intellectual power displayed by these two great 
writers, but in respect to the general readable- 
ness and healthfulness of the works of the 
authors compared, I am persuaded that Barrie 
is undoubtedly superior to either, and perhaps 
stands at the head of living English writers. 
Certainly he is the most successful of present- 
day Scottish litterateurs. He is also, I am per- 
suaded, much superior to Gait, whom I would 
place below either Stevenson or Neil Munro 
either as a stylist or creator of character. But 
a truce to such comparisons. Let me next briefly 
notice the chief works published by this remark- 
able son. of Angus. After a good education 
received at Dumfries Academy and Edinburgh 
University, young Barrie chose a journalistic 
career. Here he soon made a name for himself, 
especially by his graphic sketches of the life of 
the Scottish 'common people, since republished 
as ^*Auld Licht Idylls," and **A Window in 
Thrums." Later writings of his are, e.g., "My 
Lady Nicotine," "When a Man's Single," and, 
more especially, "The Little Minister." "Tommy 
and Grisel," " Sentimental Tommy," as well as 
his monograph on his mother, entitled,"Margaret 
Ogilvy," have had a great vogue, and have 
largely enhanced his reputation. He has also 
given great attention to the drama, and is one of 
the most popular playwrights, one of his plays, 
"Peter Pan," havmg had a run of popularity 
seldom equalled. Altogether, Forfarshire may 
well be proud of a literary man whose genius is 
so unique and undeniable. 



54. Barclay, Robert : Provost of Mont- 
rose, etc Born and educated in that town, he 
was eldest son of Charles Edward Barclay, a 
previous Provost of his native town. A well- 
known business man, of a studious disposition, 
but with little taste for public life. In 1868, 
however, he was induced to enter the Town 
Council, when he was at once elected Provost, 
but at the end of his term of office he retired 
into private life. To the affairs of Montrose 
Natural History and Antiquarian Society he 
devoted much time and attention, having acted 
for many years as honorary secretary. He was 
the last male representative, in the 22nd genera- 
tion, of the family of De Berkley of " Memez 
and Mathrys," in direct descent from John De 
Berkeley, who acquired the lands of Conveth in 
Laurencekirk pansh, tempore Alexander II. 

55. Barry, P.: Author. He has written on 
social questions, also has written some technic:ai 
works on gunnery, etc.; probably born about 
1828. He published "The Dockyards and the 
Private Shipyards of the Kingdom," 3rd edition « 
1863; "Dockyard Economy and Naval Power," 
1863; "The Dockyards, Shipyards, and Marine 
of France," 1864; "Shoeburyness and the Guns : 
a Philosophical Discourse," 1865; "Over the 
Atlantic and Great Western Railway," 1866 ; 
"Wealth and Poverty Considered," 1870 ; "The 
Workman's Wrongs and the Workman's Rights," 
1871. 

56. Barty, James Strachan, D.D. : "The 
Last of the Moderates." Born in the manse of 
Newtyle, 1805, he was licensed by the Presby- 
tery of Meigle, 1828, and ordained colleague 
and successor to his father in Bendochy parish 
in 1829. Created D.D. by St. Andrews Univer- 
sity in 1852, he was Moderator of the General 
Assembly in 1868. At his death, in 1875, he 
was spoken of as "the last of the Moderates," 
but he may also be called "the first of the Tariff 
Reformers," for he was the political progenitor 
of the movement recently headed by Mr. 
Chamberlain, having published in 1850 " Peter 
Plough's Letters to the Right Honourable Lord 
Kinnaird on High Farming and Free Trade," a 
Tariff Reform publication in the days when 
Protection had received its death-blow, but when 
there were still devoted adherents of the system 
who thought it certain to be restored. The 
article on Bendochy in the " New Statistical 
Account of Scotland " is by Dr. Barty, as also 
is an "Address" published in his Moderatorial 
year, 1868. A fine sepulchral monument has 
been erected to his memory, and while the 
Birmingham programme of Tariff Reform is still 
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the authorised programme of the present Con- 
servative party, it may perhaps be said that, 
though Dr. Barty has long been at rest in his 
grave, his spirit keeps marching on. 

57. Baxter, David (Sir), Baronet : Manu- 
facturer and Philanthropist. Bom Dundee 13th 
February, 1793, he died m 1872. A very success- 
ful business man, at his death his heritable and 
personal property amounted to .200,000. 
About ;^5o,ooo was given to the Free Church of 
Scotland, with which he was connected, and 
about ;^4o,ooo to found a chair of Engineering 
and endow scholarships in Edinburgh University. 

58. Baxter, Edmund: Lawyer. Born 
Dundee 1808, died 1865. "As a lawyer,'' says 
Mr. Norrie, "he was a fluent speaker, a sound 
reasoner, and always dealt with his subject in a 
thoroughly hearty, honest way." 

59. Baxter, Edward : Manufacturer. Born 
Dundee 3rd April, 1791; died at Kincaldrum 
26th July, 1870. At his death, the Dundee 
Advertiser summed up his character in the 
following terms : — " He neither sought nor at- 
tained personal popularity. From the constitu- 
tion of his mind, he saw mankind only in the 
mass, and forgot that it was the power of the 
individual by which it was moved. Nevertheless, 
this constitutional insensibility to the presence 
of others, this want of sympathy with the humble 
annals of the poor, if it kept him from a place in 
their affections, was the source of that power 
which he wielded like a Hercules against the 
old provosts and old baillies of our old rotten 
burgh." He belonged to the Congregational 
Church, which benefited much by his counsels, 
if not so much by his wealth. 

60. ^ Baxter, Francis Willoughby : 
Author. Born in Dundee in 1806, he died in 
1870. He was bred to the Law, but he became 
a general merchant. Having literary proclivities, 
he contributed to Taifs Magazine and other 
periodicals. He also edited the Dundee 
Advertiser for some years, but settled afterwards 

\ in London, though he retired finally to Scotland, 
where he died. H is only novel, " Percy Lockhart, 

\ or, the Hidden Will," appeared posthumously in 

* 1872. It reveals power, and seems to show 
that, had its author given himself to novel 
writing, he would have attained eminence in 

. that art. 

61. Baxter, William Edward (Rt. Hon., 
M.P., P.C.). Bom 1825, son of 59, and nephew 
of 57, a native of Dundee, he was educated 



there and at Edinburgh University. He became 
a partner in his father's firm, and was very 
successful. He frequently contributed to the 
press, and from 1850 onward issued numerous 
publications. In 1853 he began to lecture in 
public on a vast variety of topics. He also 
travelled very extensively, and was a painstaking 
student of political and public questions. In 
1855 he succeeded Joseph Hume as member for 
the Montrose District of Burghs, which he 
represented for thirty years. His maiden speech 
in Parliament was made within a month of his 
election. In 1856, at the request of Lord 
Palmerston, he seconded the Address at the 
beginning of the session, but when asked to 
join the Administration, he declined to do so. 
In the Gladstone Administration of 1868, he 
accepted office as Secretary to the Admiralty, in 
1 87 1 was promoted to be Financial Secretary 
to the Treasury, and in 1873 was made a Privy 
Councillor. Shortly afterwards he resigned 
office owing to disapproval of the general 
management by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and it is understood that he was offered the 
office of Postmaster-General, which he declined. 
He died at Kincaldrum in 1890. He was 
deemed one of the ablest of Scottish Parliament 
men. 

62. Baxter, John Boyd, LL.D.: Philan- 
thropist. Bom Diindee in 1796, died 1882. One 
of the munificent benefactors by whom the 
University College, Dundee, was founded. 

63. Bean, Margaret : Minor Poet. Bom 
1865 at Piperton, near Brechin, where her an- 
cestors had occupied a farm (it is said) for six 
centuries. Miss Bean was educated in Brechin 
and Edinburgh, and has been a teacher in both 
England and Scotland. She figures in Edwards's 
" Modern Scottish Poets," Vol. XV. 

Dollar. W. B. R. Wilson. 
(To he continued,) 
* 

Sir J. Willoughby Gordon. — Consult 
pa^es 96, 98, 99, 310, 311, 328, 329 of "The 
Ongin and Early History of the Royal Hospital 
at Chelsea," compiled in Her Majesty's Office of 
that institution, London. In this book mention 
is made, on page 161, that in Ranelagh Gardens 
there is a statue in bronze, erected by subscrip- 
tion in 1865, of Sir J. M*Gregor, Bart., Director- 
General of the Army Medical Department from 
1815 to 1851. Major-General George Hutt was 
secretary to the Commissioners at date of publi- 
cation, April, 1872. The University Library, 
King's College, has a copy of the book on its 
shelves. Robert Murdoch. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF PERTH. 

In a recently published book entitled " Auld 
Perth," there is an article on the " Literature of 
Perth,' with a bibliography of "local interest," 
written by Mr. A. R. Urquhart. 

The bibliography is arranged alphabetically 
under authors. Anonymous books are separately 
entered under subjects, and the books named in 
Morison's Sale Catalogue of 1797 are lastly 
mentioned, if not otherwise identified. 

The first book noticed is the " Muses Threno- 
die," by Henry Adamson (1638). In a note to 
this book, Mr. Urquhart says: — "Although thirty 
copies were printed by aid of the Town Council, 
there does not seem to be a copy in the Perth 
Charter Room, nor is it to be found in the 
Advocates' Library." This is quite right, but Mr. 
Urquhart might have added that there is a copy 
in the British Museum. 

Mr. D. Crawford Smith, F.S.A.(Scot.), in his 
" Historians of Perth," (page 50), tells us regard- 
ing the same book, " only one copy of the first 
edition [1638] is known to exist, and even it has 
the title page supplied. This copy was sold 
some years ago for five guineas." 

I do not know to what copy Mr. Crawford 
Smith refers. There is certainly no reason 
whatever for doubting the genuineness of the 
title page of the British Museum copy of the 
first edition of Adamson's " Muses Threnodie." 
It was acquired in 1886, but I do not think it is 
the only copy, as one, apparently perfect, was 
sold at Sotheby's for ^6 2s. 6d. in 1891. 

Mr. Crawford Smith also tells us of a 
unique edition of the poem published in 1773 
(the year before James Cant's edition), but Mr. 
Urquhart has not mentioned it in his biblio- 
graphy. 

The next book which Mr. Urquhart notices is 
James Cant's edition of Adamson's " Muses 
Threnodie," 1774, and in a note we are told that 
a copy of this edition is in possession of Dr. 
Urquhart. As this is the only indication that 
the general reader gets of where Henry 
Adamson's " Muses Threnodie " may be seen, I 
would respectfully suggest to Mr. Urquhart that 
he might add a note to his notice of this book, 
informing the general reader that the poem is 
bound up with David Peacock's " Perth : its 
Annals and Archives," and also to make a note 
to his entry of David Peacock's book to indicate 
that the poem is there. I recently saw a copy 
of the works of James I., bearing the impnnt 
" Perth, 1827," but I cannot find any trace of it 
in the bibliography. 

Notwithstandmg one or two errors and 
omissions, Mr. Urquhart has done a service 



to bibliography, and I trust at no distant date he 
will give us a complete bibliography of Perth, 
with an introductory study of "The men who 
have made the literature of Perth, from Robert 
Heron to R. S. Fittis, and of those who gave 
their work to the world of readers, from George 
Anderson to the printers of to-day." 

J. B. T. 

♦ 

The First Gordons of Ellon.— It has 
puzzled genealogists why James Gordon, the 
second laird of Ellon (of the first family which 
held the estate) should have gone out of Scot- 
land in 1747, when he empowered his spouse, 
Elizabeth Glen, to have charge of his lands. 
May I suggest that he may have gone to America 
with his brother-in-law, James Glen, the Gover- 
nor of South Carolina ? At any rate he seems 
to have gone there six years before, for, accord- 
ing to the Scots Magazine of July, 1741 (p. 331 ), 
" Mr. Gordon" was appointed secretary to Gien. 

J. M. B. 



The Fife Pictures.— Mr. John Grant, 
George IV. Bridge, Edinburgh, oflfered in his 
February catalogue, for half-a-guinea, the cata- 
logue of the pictures belonging to James, Earl 
Fife, grandfather of the present Duke of Fife, in 
Duff House, Delgaty Castle, Rothiemay House, 
Innes House, and Fife House, 4to., half-calf 
(rare). Privately printed, 1807, 



Extracts from Edinburch Town Coun- 
cil yii^UlKf!,— December 14, 1698: "The which 
day the Councill grants license and warrand to 
Moses Mosias, Jew, to trade and use merchand- 
ise within the good toun and privileges yrof, 
during the Councill's pleasure, And in caise the 
Jew Moses Mosias turn Christian, the Council! 
declare they will for his Incouragement admitt 
him burges gratis." On November 15, 1700, 
another Jew was granted the same permission, 
but no offer was made to him. 

January 12, 1700: The Council took into 
consideration the number of thieves and 
prostitutes in the city, and ordered that," conform 
to the custom of other places abroad, those 
common thieves and whores should be marked 
upon the nose by stri eking out a piece of the 
left side of the nose with ane iron made for that 
purpose." 

May 16, 1 701 : The Council orders "the good 
touns Chamberlain to pay to Roderick Square 
four dollars for ane poem." 

Evan Odd. 
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MACPHERSON LETTERS.— V. 
(2nd S., VII., p. 167; VIII., pp. 2, 75, 105.) 

The subjoined letters serve to illustrate that 
the droving business — a somewhat favourite pur- 
suit amongst the minor Highland gentlemen of 
the 1 8th century — was not unattended with con- 
siderable risk. The custom seems to have been 
for the drovers to obtain cattle from various 
owners, and, having formed a drove, to start for 
the South, with a view to the disposal of the 
cattle at Falkirk, Barnet, or elsewhere. As a 
rule the drovers did not pay the owners when 
obtaining the cattle, but gave bills payable on 
some date subsequent to a particular market, so 
that when a drover was unable, as in the case 
mentioned below, to obtain even as much as the 
price he had agreed to pay for the cattle, he 
was in a somewhat unenviable position. But to 
Donald Macpherson of Crubm, when placed 
in this dilemma, an original idea seems to have 
occurred, and which it may be assumed was the 
means of relieving him from his embarrassment. 
His letter runs :— 

Gaskenloan, 5*^ August 173 1. 

Sir, 

I wrote Lesmurdy att Glass Marcat and desired 
in my Letter to acquaint you of might happen 
if times would not alter in ye South And by all 
appearance they will not so soon as this Catle 
woud needs be sent South, for y« Letter end of 
y« year tho' right is not fitt for my Sort of Catle. 

Tuesday Last I Came home from falkirk qr had 
Sixty beasts of qch number I brought back again 
24 that Coud not be Sold to paie us y« price of yr 
buying List although at first buying were under 
15 £ Scots each: So that you may Judge by that 
Same under yr price might such Catle as I 
brought out of your Country be sold at qn at first 
buying and near 23 £ each : And now seeing that 
your Catle are all to ye fore and in very good 
order you woud take ym back again to your plough 
this year and pay for ye grassing of ym And Again 
next it may be the'l be better occasion for you for 
I Can asure you thers a great Chance of Losing 
ten shill : should ye head in y« South So that I 
woud think when you Can be no Loser that you 
woud not Oblidge me to goe South w* ym and 
have too Sure y« Chance of Loseing Considerably. 
Being on heast I referr you to Lesmurdie's Letter 
inclosed and when you read please Seal and Send 
your answer And oblidge 

your humble Sertt 

Don: M^hbrson 

Endorsed : — 

Robert Grantt of Tamore 
heast heast 



Also in Tammore's writing : — 

Donald M^phersone of Crubin. Letter offering 
back the Catle he bought from me. 173 1. 

The letter is also endorsed with the following 
note to Tammore in the writing of Francis 
Steuart of Lesmurdie :— 

Sir 

I mead open your Leter after the berar telling 
me ther was one in it to me and that he had 
Called at your house and missed you, as Likways 
he told me of the subject qch is Just the same 
with myne So that to morows night He be 
at minimore, and you may send your answer 
to him yr, and I shall cause my servant carie it 
qch you may leat me Know the Contents of 
Because Im in strait what to doe with him, 
whither to taik my owen (?) without paying Grass- 
ing or Leting him Keep ym. 

Tammore's reply to Donald Macpherson's 
letter was as follows : — 

Tomoir 8*»* August 1731. 

Sir 

I have yours of the 5 th Just now by a Ser^ of 
Lesmurdys wherein you tell me that your afraid 
that you cannot make a profitable merket of the 
Catle you bought Last Spring and theirfore desired 
Lesmurdy to make an offer to me of the parcell 
you bought of me then in your Last to him the 
time of Gles merket, it seems he did not think you 
was in earnest, for he neither wrote or spocke to 
me on the subject till now that I have your own 
Letter offering Back the Catle you bought from 
me upon my paying you for.Grasing them : that 
is a sort of trade I nave not yet dealt in : I never 
offerM a beast back that I bought, and I presume 
If you expected or even got profit you would not 
think it fit or necessary to Communicat any part 
of it to me, nor did any man I sold to till now 
Insinuat any such proposall to me. Yet as this is 
the first time I have had occasione to sell Catle to 
you and that its possible the times doe not answer 
your expectatione, I am Content to indulge you 
so farr as to take Back the Catle I sold even tho 
I have since bought oyrs for my plough and could 
have sold the few I gave you to as good advantage 
as the price you promised^ and to a mer^ that 
would, not offer them back; provided you deliver 
them to me at this place safe and in good order 
without any cost or Charge^ to me even of Grasing 
or so much as driving them Here Betwixt this date 
and the eighteenth current only, and If you doe 
not then deliver them back to me in the termes 
above, your to make your own use of them and 
pay me the price as condesended on. 

Endorsed in Tammore's writing : — 

Double of a Letter to Crubine. 173 1. 

H. Mow. 
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A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF EDINBURGH 
PERIODICAL LITERATURE (V., 20, etc.) 



(ConHnued from 2nd S., VoU VIII., p, 16 L) 

[SU PPLEMENT ARY. ] 

In 1832 the Advertiser felt the pressure of the 
times upon it. From its start it had made little or 
no alteration in its general appearance, the only 
increase in size being from 4to to small folio. 
On Tuesday, July 3, of that year, the paper 
suddenly blossomed into 4 pp. folio of the modern 
newspaper size. Its readers had urged the incon- 
venience of its shape, and the owner said. 
Though we are not fond of innovations, we can see 
no objection to gratify our readers." At the same 
time a general declaration of policy was made : 
"We shall firmly and fearlessly advocate constitu- 
tional principles." It was the time when the 
Church was entering on what became known as the 
Ten Years' Conflict. The Advertiser determined 
to support the Moderate side in the interests of 
peace and order in the Church, ** seeing that now 
its very existence is assailed under the mask of 
reform." It continued an advocate of the 
Established Church to the very end. 

This change of size was probably coincident with 
the acceptance of the editorial control of the paper 
by Rev. [Dr.] Andrew Crichton. For some little 
time it had been under the direction of the 
versatile Robert Chambers — how long is unknown.* 
In 1832, however, his firm began the issue of 
their Historical Newspaper and their well-known 
yournal, and he seems then to have withdrawn. 
Years afterwards he added this sentence to his 
*' Traditions of Edinburgh," in reference to the 
Advertiser. He says it was for a long course of 
years the prominent journal on the Conservative 
side, and eminently lucrative, chiefly through its 
multitude of advertisements." Crichton, who 
made some reputation for himself in Edinburgh as 
an editor and author, did much to enhance the 
usefulness of the paper. He retired from it in 
June, 1 85 1. His place was taken by Robert W. 
Paterson, who continued in office till the journal 
suspended publication. 

When it required only five years to complete a 
century of existence, the Advertiser disappeared. 
Its proprietor had apparently got tired of it, 
although he had been connected with it one way 
or another for nearly all his life. The last imprint 
ran : ** Edinburgh : printed and published at the 
office, No. 91 Rose St., by Claud Muirhead, and 
also published at the office, No. 13 South Hanover 
St., every Tuesday and Friday morning." The 
concluding number was dated Tuesday, March 
29, 1859, and the journal was then merged in the 
Edinburgh Evening Courant. Its last words 
were a protest : 



* Mr. A. H. Miller has given the dates 1829-32. 



*' As a oontemporary. the Evening Poit, has somewhat 
offlcionsly been publishing, during the past fortolfl^t, 
an article in which it speaks of the cessation of the 
Adv€rtiter ' as an erent which we have been ezpectins 
for some time '—a statement which ma^ possibly lead 
some people to imagine that the Advertiser has become 
an unprofitable property— we take leave to mention 
that such is not the case. The sale of the Advertiser 
has taken place for private reasons on the part of the 
proprietor, and we may add that it closes Its career 
witn a circulation which we have good reason to believe 
to be about double that of the Evening Poet." 

The Courant received its partner with open arms, 
testifying to its ancient ''respectability'' and to 
** the integrity and ability with which it has 
always been conducted as well as the courtesy and 
fidelity with which it has ever held its course." 
The incorporation took place on April i, 1859. 
Four years before its withdrawal, the circulation 
of the Advertiser was set down at 1,433 copies. 

1768. The Weekly Magtuine, or, Edinburgh 
Amusement,* containing the essence of all the 
Magazines, Reviews, Newspapers, etc., published 
in Great Britain. Also extracts fi"om every work 
of merit, whether political, literary, or comical, 
being a Register of the Writings and Transactions 
of the Times. No. i, July 7, 1768. 32 pp. 8vo. 
The separate numbers contained no imprint, 
but the title page of the volume bore : Edinburgh : 
printed by and for Wal. Ruddiman, J unr.. Foresters' 
Wynd, Lawn Market. The motto was : 

"Fiortferis ut apes in saltibus omnia libunt omnia noe."* 
The first volume was dedicated to Sir Lawrence 
Dundas, Bt., M.P. 

The conductor or editor was Walter Ruddiman, 
the nephew of the famous Thomas Ruddiman, 
and his journal was the first weekly magazine to 
appear in Scotland. It was meant to rival the 
Scots Magazine. The editor evidently considered 
his paper the true successor and continuation of 
his Edinburgh Magazine of 1759, for he headed 
his poetical introduction, *' Resurgo," and then 
continued : 

" I, who ere while, by emulation led. 
Fondly pursued the mavazining trade, 
Explored the paths of literar}' fame, 
Gave birth to genius," etc, etc 

—an effusion which he signed **W. R., Junr." 
Under his management the Magazine achieved 
unusual success. When he died, June 18, 1781, 
the Caledonian Mercury said that, in conducting 
the paper, he *' discovered a degree of genius and 
literary merit not inferior perhaps to any , of his 
contemporaries, "t The paper itself followed hard 
upon the plan of the Scots Magazine. It 
contained light articles of the type current at 
the time, and, in addition, made a specialty 
of contributions that were judged of practical 
utility, suitable, as the publisher says, for the 



* The magazine is occasionally referred to as the &ott Weektif 
Magaxme. Ct, e.g. , Maidment's " Ballads." 

t " The Rttddimans in Scotland," by O. H. Johnstone, 
Edhiburgh, 1901, gives many interesting facts about the 
literary and other activities of this wrell-known family. 
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requirements of physician, virtuoso, country 
gentleman, merchant, mechanic, or farmer. The 
poetical department contained a larger number of 
pieces that are still considered of merit than was 
usual. It has been noted that both Telford, the 
engineer, and Mayne, the author of the "Siller 
Gun," contributed rhymes to its pages, and that 
the paper was a means of beginning a friendship 
between them that lasted till 1834. Its special 
feature, however, was the news section. It laid 
itself out to give a weekly summary of events, 
and everything was done to make this part as fresh 
and full as possible. 

There is a consensus of opinion that the 
appearance of Robert Fergusson's poems in the 
pages of the Magazine contributed much to its 
popularity. Dr. A. B. Grosart, that fervent 
partisan of the poet, says that, because of his 
contributions **Ruddiman's Weekly leapt at a 
bound to a then unparalleled success. The 
successive numbers were eagerly waited and 
watched for. Coffee-rooms and clubs rang with 
talk of the successive poems. From every nook of 
broad Scotland complimentary letters and verses 
were received by the jubilant publisher."* There 
can be no doubt that Fergusson and Ruddiman 
were on exceptionally good terms. In his ** Last 
Will " the poet desires that it should be registered 
in Walter's Weekly Magazine^ and in the 
" Codicil " he writes : 

" To Walter Kuddiman, whose pen 
Still screened me from the Dunce's deu, 
I leave of phiz a picture. ..." 

But, perhaps, it is too much to give to Fergusson 
the whole credit for the favour with which the 
magazine was received. The editor himself .had 
another explanation. Writing in the number for 
July II, 1782, he said— "To the novelty of the 
plan, which admitted every variety of miscellaneous 
literature, with a full narrative of the public 
occurrences of the week, may be ascribed its 
uncommon success" — the italics being his own. 
Owing to the tax on newspapers, news was dear. 
By its plan, the Magazine was a newspaper to all 
intents and purposes, and, in addition, its price 
made it easily accessible. The citizens of Edin- 
burgh and neighbourhood would have belied their 
reputation for healthy economy had they not sub- 
scribed to it rather than to the high-priced journals, 
its contemporaries. Arnot, the historian of Edin- 
burgh, after describing the contents of the 
Magazine , says — **As this was afforded very 
cheap, the publication was very successful. Indeed 
it became so in a degree unprecedented in Scot- 
land, for in winter 1776 the number of copies sold 
amounted to 3,000 weekly." 

For some years nothing noteworthy happened, 
but by 1777 the open hostility of other publishers 
was aroused. They complained that Ruddiman 's 



* "Life of Fergusson," n. — , chap. 8, gives a list of Fetgusson 
ooDtributions to the Magazine. In 1773 they were issued in 
separate volume form. 



paper was escaping its legal dues, and so damag- 
ing their trade by an unfair competition. They 
accordingly made a joint formal representation to 
the authorities, who took up the case, and called 
Ruddiman before the Court of Exchequer to show 
cause why he should not be punished for e%rading 
the Stamp Acts. The case was tried on June 16, 
1777. The editor drew some fine distinctions. 
He pleaded that the publication day of the journal 
was Thursday, on which day no post arrived in 
Edinburgh, and the Magazine, accordingly, could 
not be a newspaper, but a pamphlet, as it had been 
registered; that no objection had been taken 
although it was now in its gth year ; that other 
papers were in the same case, and that the Act 
had no relation to magazines. The ingenious 
defence failed, even although it was asserted that 
"the essays from time to time published in it had 
been of essential service to the manufacturers and 
improvements of the country. " Ruddiman had a 
verdict recorded against him, but in view of all the 
circumstances, the judgment was not made 
retrospective. Ruddiman met the situation by 
publishing the news section under the title of 
Ruddimctti*s Weekly Mercury (see below), and 
continuing the issue of the other part under the 
old name. 

This, however, was not the last trial of strength 
which Ruddiman had with the authorities. One 
point still remained doubtful, viz. , that with regard 
to the interval of publication which put a journal 
beyond the scope of the Stamp Act. All weeklies 
were considered newspapers if they published 
news. The region beyond the seven days was 
doubtful. Ruddiman, accordingly, changed his day 
of issue to Thursday, on December 30, 1779, and 
thereafter sent out his numbers every eighth day. 
At the same time he resumed " our primary plan," 
of publishing two departments — news and mis- 
cellaneous. This arrangement was continued till 
Tuesday, June 27, 1780, when the editor had to 
withdraw. He stated that 

" a fresh prosecution in Exchequer is Just commenced 
against us at the suit of the Crown. To attempt a 
second^ opposition to such superior force would be 
vain." * 

He compromised by inserting, in place of the 
** History of the Times," a monthly summary of 
events. Publication day was fixed for Thursday. 

The volume (47) which began on December 30, 
1779, changed its name to The Edinburgh 
Magazine or Literary Amusement, "containing the 
essence of all magazines, reviews, etc., with a 
variety of original pieces by men of literature, both 
in prose and verse. Also extracts from new 
publications of merit, on whatever subject or 
science, being an entertaining record of the 
writings and transactions of the times." In 1780 
the circulation stood at 1,400 weekly. 

The American War of Independence dealt a 
severe blow to papers which did not give up-to-date 
ne\vs; and the Magazine felt the pressure thus 
caused. It stopped publication on July 11, 1782. 
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'* ThiB misoellany, circmnKribed as it has been in the 
hiitorical department, is ill calculated to satisfy a 
curiosity so ardent or an anxiety so natural at the 
present momentous crisis. And it is from this circum- 
stance the publishers have not of late reaped an 
adequate recompence for the expense and labour 
attending the execntio*! of this work. It is, therefore, 
not without much concern they find it necessary to 
discontinue the publication for the present." 

The suspension continued over a year. Publica- 
tion was not resumed till July 3, 1783. The title 
was then changed to The Edinburgh Weekly 
Magazine^ a name which it retained to the end. 

Soon after the new start, the Ruddiman in 
charge had another tussle with the Revenue 
officials. In the number for July 10, 1783, he 
intimated that he had intended to insert a fort- 
nightly report of news, but that he had received 
information from the officers of stamp duties that 
it is their fixed resolution to prosecute every 
printer who shall publish news or occurrences in 
any form whatever upon unstamped paper oftener 
than once a month." The publisher had perforce 
to submit. Towards the end of the same year, he 
tried another evasion, this time to provide weekly 
accounts of the proceedings in Parliament, , but 
again the authorities threatened proceedings unless 
stamped paper was used. The editor again 
thought discretion the better part of valour, 
although he retorted that he knew of no Act oi 
Parliament which subjects the news of a fortnight 
to a stamp duty, any more than the news of a 
month." On December 25, 1783, he adopted the 
plan of devoting every fourth number to Parlia- 
mentary intelligence. 

The Magazine appears to have disappeared 
during the course of the following year. The last 
number I have examined is that for June 10, 1784, 
but Mr. Johnstone says the end did not come till 
June 24, 1784. 

26 Circus Drive, W. J. Couper. 

Glasgow. . 

* 

Lawrences in Australia. — I beg to 
intimate to Mr. Robert Murdoch, wha appears to 
be specially interested anent the Lawrence 
family, [the death of Alexander Lawrence, a 
BanfTshire cadet, on the i ith February. He was 
brought out to Australia when a mere lad, and 
worked his way up to an honourable position. 
I append a notice from the Melbourne Argus of 
1 2th February : — " The announcement to-day of 
the death of Mr. Alexander Lawrence, of 
Coliban, Redesdale, will be received with deep 
regret by a large circle of friends. A week ago 
he was stricken with apoplexy, and gradually 
sinking, death ensued on Monday evening. He 
held the position of president of the shire 
council of Metcalf, and for many years was an 
active member of several societies which aimed 
at the advancement of agricultural and pastoral 



interests. As an expert judge of stock, his 
advice was much sought after. Mr Lawrence 
was the third son of the late Mr. )ames 
Lawrence, the builder of the Melbourne Town- 
Hall and some of the finest edifices in the city. 
He has left a widow and a family of five 
daughters and two sons. His remains will be 
interred this afternoon at the Boroondara 
Cemetery." alba. 
Melbourne, Australia. 



John Abell. — This famous singer is reckoned 
to have been English from his employment in the 
Chapel Royal by command of Charles 1 1. He 
was born in 1660, and died at Cambridge in 1 724. 
He first came into notice by his singing of the 
old Scottish, song " Catherine Ogie," as he 
possessed an alto voice of exquisite purity. But 
this fine vocalist was an Aberdonian, and a 
product of that "Sang Schule" which gave us 
the " Aberdeen Cantus." My authority for this 
statement is that of a contemporary. Sir Samuel 
Forbes of Foveran, born 1653, died '.6th July, 
1717. He wrote in 1715 "A Description of 
Aberdeenshire," which has been printed, and 
will be found in Gavin Turreflf's "Antiquarian 
Gleanings from Aberdeenshire Records" (1871). 
It has this pregnant paragraph relating to , 
Aberdeen : " Music here is much in vogue, and 
many citizens sing charmingly. The well-known 
Abell was a native of this place, and his kindred 
are known by the name Eball ; and it is said 
there are others as good as he.*' The surname 
Abel still exists in Aberdeen. I remember a 
worthy denizen in Virginia Street, James Abel, 
a baker, who was a Town Councillor. That 
John Abell should be considered English need 
not be wondered at when nowadays eminent 
Scots are classified as Englishmen. Some 
months back we had in Melbourne Mr. Andrew 
Black, of undoubted Scottish lineage, born and 
bred in Glasgow, billed and advertised in our 
newspapers as " the famous English baritone.'' 
This audacious lie passed uncontradicted, and the 
" intelligent foreigner " might reasonably assume 
that Black was an Englishman when he saw it so 
deliberately intimated in the daily press. My 
friend Mr. Neil Izett pawkily remarked that it 
was in accordance with the predatory ethics of 
John Bull — always coveting, claiming, and grab- 
bing whenever he had a chance, and pithily sum- 
med up in this maxim — " What's yours is mine, 
what's mine's my own ! " Mr. David Baptie, in 
a new edition of his " Musical Scotland," should 
begin it with John Abell. Alba- 

Melbourne Australia. 
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A FORGOTTEN TRAGEDY IN GAMRIE. 

About 140 years ago the quiet parish of 
Gamrie in Banffshire was thrown into a state of 
grdat excitement when strange rumours reached 
the ears of the law as to a tragedy alleged to » 
have been committed some ten years previously, , 
and in which the widow and son of the head of 
one of the oldest and most respected families in 
the district w^ere seriously implicated. The cir- 
cumstances have now almost entirely gone from 
memory, but they were talked of at the time over 
the whole kingdom. A pamphlet, now rarely met 
with, published in London in 1766, gives the evid- 
ence at the trial, and has the following preface : — I 

" The singular circumstances of this case, the 
atrocious nature of the crime, the great distance 
of time since that crime is said to have been 
committed, together with the doubtfulness and 
uncertainty of the evidence, have excited the 
curiosity of the public, and have occasioned the 
trial's now been published. 

The facts are briefly these : — At the Circuit 
Court of Justiciary held at Aberdeen on 4th, 5th, 
and 6th September, 1766, by Lord Kaims, one 
of the Lords Commissioners of Justiciary, 
Helen Watt, widow of the deceased Alexander 
Keith of Northfield, and William Keith, his 
eldest son, were charged with the murder of the 
said Alexander Keith of Northfield. The 
indictment bore that " Helen Watt, having been 
espoused many years ago by the said Alexander 
Keith of Northfield, a person considerably 
above her rank, for his second wife, and having 
brought forth several children to him, whereof 
the said William Keith is one, the said deceased 
Alexander Keith did execute a testament settling 
certain provisions upon his second wife and her 
, children. That after this the said Helen Watt 
and the said William Keith became impatient 
for the death of the said deceased, Alexander 
Keith, and the said Helen Watt was heard to 
express wishes to that purpose during an 
illness under which the said deceased Alexander 
Keith laboured for some time, but the said 
Alexander Keith not being likely to die of that 
illness, the said Helen Watt his spouse, and the 
said William Keith his son, d a ireacherously 
and wickedly conspire to murder the said 
deceased Alexander Keith, and in pursuance of 
this their wicked intention, upon the 22nd 
November, 1756, the said deceased Alexander 
Keith, who was then in the same state of health 
he had been in for some time, having supped 
in his bed-chamber at his house of Northfield 
with the said Helen Watt and the said William 
Keith and some more of the family, and after 
supper the other persons having gone out of the 
room and left the said Helen Watt and the said 



William Keith with the said deceased Alexander 
Keiih and two young children who were 
asleep in a bed, they, the said Helen Watt and 
William Keith, or one or other of them, did 
wickedly murder the said Alexander Keith by 
strangling him in his bed either with their hands 
or with some cord or rope or napkin, or in some 
other violent manner, and that the said deceased 
had been so strangled was evident from the 
marks of violence that appeared upon the body, 
a blue spot upon the breast, and a blue or 
discoloured mark quite round the neck which 
must have been occasioned by strangulation, and 
which appearance could not have proceeded 
from the ef!ecis of any natural disease 
if the said deceased had died without violence ; 
and these marks of violence being discovered 
upon the body the night deceased died, and 
also being discovered by sundry persons 
next day, who enquired what the cause of 
these marks could be, the said Helen Watt 
was anxious to conceal them, and pretended 
to account for these marks by saying that 
they had proceeded from laying on a blistering 
plaister or dressing of a blistering plaister 
with garters upon the said deceased Alexander 
Keith's back or neck the night he died, although 
there had been no such plaister or dressings tied 
on with garters upon the deceased that evening." 
She was also charged with hastening the funeral 
in a most indecent manner to conceal her crime. 

It was not till about ten years thereafter, viz., 
8th July, 1 766, that Helen Watt and William Keith 
were apprehended and lodged in Banff prison. 
The panels denied the libel. The procurators 
for the defence stated that Alexander Keith of 
Northfield was born about 1692 ; that about 
twenty years before his death he married Helen 
Watt, who bore to him a great number of 
children, and with whom he always lived very 
happily. He had early in life contracted a h;ibit 
of excessive drinking, which gradually impaired 
his health, and being persisted in for a long 
course of years, at length ruined a constitution 
naturally iicalihy and strong. The physicians 
informed his wife and family that his death was 
near at hand, and a few days after he died. 

In defence, it was stated that certain marks 
on dead bodies cannot be accounted for. In this 
case, moreover, the body was not examined by a 
physician or any person of skill, but by ignorant, 
inaccurate country people by whom alone they 
were said 10 have been perceived, and who now, 
only after ten years, are witnessing regarding 
them. It was also pleaded in defence that 
during these ten years most important witnesses 
for the defence had died, and that the present 
Keith of Northfield gave no information to the 
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Public Prosecutor while such were alive, and has 
only now brought it after their death. It was 
also pleaded in behalf of the prisoners that the 
motives alleged were most absurd and incredible. 
Was it likely when they were informed he was 
dying that they would hasten his death by 
murder, merely for a few days or hours? Besides, 
from the terms of his settlement, it was their 
interest that he should live. Another circum- 
stance was the improbability of a youth of 
under eighteen years being guilty of the murder 
of his father ; and his character both before and 
since has been irreproachable. Moreover, he 
was of all his other children the most beloved 
and favoured by his father, and no motive can 
be alleged for his committing such a crime. 

A jury having been empanelled, witnesses 
were called. 

Elspeth Bruce, aged 39, deponed that she 
was a servant at Northfield at the time ; that 
Northfield and his spouse did not live comfort- 
ably together, but were often squabbling ; that 
at one time she came butt the house, and said, 
God that he had broke his neck when he broke 
his horse's neck, and then she would not have 
got so much anger by him ; that Henrietta 
Keith came into the kitchen and told her that 
her father had taken two spoonfuls of brose to 
his supper ; that in a little time after the cry 
came that he was dead — certainly within half- 
an-hour. Northfield died on a Monday night, 
and the burial was on the Thursday following. 
The kitchen was divided from the room in which 
Northfield died by a wooden partition, but she 
heard no noise in the room the night Northfield 
died. In answer to a question, she stated that 
Helen Watt was the daughter of a fisherman at 
Crivie. — Wm. Taylor in Darfash, aged 40 years, 
saw his master Northfield the night he died, who 
told him he thought himself better; that, when he 
came to see him, he was sitting in the chair with 
one leg above the other and a pinch of snuff 
between his finger and thumb ; that, about a 
fortnight before he died, Helen Watt said that 
if God would not take her husband, might 
the devil take him ; and that her reason for 
saying so of her husband, as the deponent 
conjectured, was that her husband liked a dram 
too well, and was spending too much; that he saw 
a blue mark on his master about the neck when 
he lifted the cloth off his face— it was about the 
breadth of three fingers ; that Helen Watt said 
that mark was occasioned by a string tied round 
his neck for holding on a plaister; that the 
corpse was taken out of the house for interment 
without advertising Mr. Wilson, the minister, or 
George Keith, the eldest son, and that the corpse 
was carried about a mile and a half before these 



two gentlemen knew of it ; that some time after 
the funeral, Wm. Keith, the panel, said to his 
mother, the other panel, that if it had not been 
her four quarters his father might have been 
living ; that she would never get justice till she 
was hung up beside Wm. Waste ; and that he 
could be content to pull down her feet — John 
Strachan, wright, aged 42, made the coffin, saw 
the mark on the neck, also a mark on the 
defunct's breast, reaching down towards the 
slot of the breast ; that the marks were of a 
blackish blue, like the neck of a fowl newly 
strangled. — Dr. Irvine, aged 53, physician, Banff, 
deponed he never saw a bluish mark or ring 
round the neck of a dead body that he could 
suspect was occasioned by any sort of disease 
without external violence. — James Gordon of 
Techmuiry, aged 70, deponed that young 
Northfield soon after his father's death wrote a 
letter to the deponent suspecting that his father 
was strangled by his wife and his son William. — 
Mr. James Wilson, aged 70, minister of Gamrie, 
deponed that young Northfield intimated to him 
at the funeral that his father had not got justice 
in his death; that the burial was on the Thursday 
after his death ; that he and Northfield were in 
an upper room, and on going to the window 
observed the corpse was gone ; that both were 
much surprised, but followed after as fast as they 
could, young Northfield on foot and the deponent 
on horseback. (At this stage, one of the jury, Wm. 
Forbes of Skellater, went out of the Court and 
was seen on the street going towards the New 
Inn, and the agent for the defence insisted the 
trial could not proceed ; but as no witness was 
being examined at the time, the objection was 
overruled.)— John Mair in Newton of Northfield, 
aged 58, deponed that young Northfield wished 
the burial to be on Saturday, and Helen Watt 
wished Thursday, which latter accordingly was 
done. — ^James Boath, tailor in Banff, s^ed 30, 
deponed that the two panels quarrelled in his 
house several years after Northfield's death ; 
that the mother said to the son,"Sir,"or "William, 
I know as much of you as would get you hanged." 
—Janet Watt, in Covie, aged 23, deponed that 
after a quarrel between Wm. Keith and his 
mother about milking the cows, he said that his 
mother was a liar, a thief, and a murderer. — 
Isabel Robertson, in Drochash, aged 21, deponed 
that Wm. Keith lay in the same bed in which his 
father died, and was so frighted with ghosts and 
apparations that he got a Tad to lie in the room 
with him for a night or two, after which he went 
to another bed.— James Irvine, aged 30, deponed 
that six or seven years ago he was servant to 
Wm. Keith, who complained that he could not 
sleep in bed because he was troubled. 
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The declarations made by the accused before 
James Duff, Sheriff Clerk, were then read, which 
showed that the deceased took a very little 
supper, cither of ale-berry or kale-brose, and 
soon after died ; that there had been a blistering 
plaister applied to the deceased's back, and 
after it was taken away, kale-blades were 
applied to the place where the plaister had been ; 
and in order to keep these blades in their proper 
place, they were tied on with the deceased's own 
garters, which went below the armpits, and round 
the farther side of the neck, and these kale- 
blades and garters continued in that situation 
after deceased's death until his grave linen was 
made and put upon him. — John Chap, surgeon 
in Old Deer, aged 75, deponed he attended 
Northfield till eight days before his death, 
when he found him so ill that he thought him 
a-dying, and he desired his wife not to send for 
him again unless he grew better ; that he 
left blistering plaisters to put upon his back ; 
and that his disease was an asthma, attended 
with a high fever. 

The jury, by a plurality of voices, found 
the panels guilty, but in respect of the said 
William Keith's youth, and the presumed 
influence the said Helen Watt his mother had 
over him at the time of committing the murder, 
they also by a plurality of voices earnestly 
recommended him to the mercy of the Court. 

On 6th September Lord Kaims decerned : 
and adjudged the said Helen Watt and Wm. 
Keith to be "carried from the bar back to 
the Tolbooth of Aberdeen, therein to be 
detained and to be fed upon bread and water 
only ; the said Helen Watt until Friday, the 
17th October, and the said Wm. Keith until 
Friday, the 14th November; and the said Helen 
Watt, upon the said 17th October, to be taken 
furth of the said Tolbooth to the common place 
of execution of the burgh of Aberdeen, and 
between the hours of 2 and 4 o'clock in the 
afternoon to be hanged by the neck by the 
hands of the common hangman upon a gibbet 
till she be dead, and her body thereafter to be 
delivered to Dr. David Skene, physician in 
Aberdeen, to be by him dissected and anatomised; 
and that Wm. Keith, on 14th November, be 
similarly hanged, and thereafter his body to be 
hung in chains upon a gallows on the Callow 
Hill of Aberdeen." 

The sentence, however, was not carried out, 
for ** His Majesty, upon some favourable circum- 
stances having been represented to him, was 
most graciously pleased to grant a pardon to 
both the convicts." 

William Keith died at Aberdeen, 22nd 
December, 1767. W. Cramond, LL.D. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY OF WORKS ON THE 
STEWART AND STUART FAMILIES. 

(Continued from 2nd VIII,, p, 

The following additional references are gleaned 
from William Thomas Lowndes' "Bibliographer's 
Manual," published by Henry G. Bohn, York 
Street, Covent Garden, London, 1864 : — 

49. Tragical History of the Stuarts. 1697, 8vo. 

50. The Right of Succession to the Crown of Eng- 
land in the Family of Stuarts. 1723, 8vo. First 
edition. 

51. Remarks on a Book called *'The History of the 
House of Stuart." (Oldmixon's. ) 1731, 8vo. 

52. Genealogical History of the Royal Family of 
Stuart. 1755. 

53. Defence of the four illustrious Stuarts, Kings of 
Great Britain. 1758, 8vo. 

54. A View of the Evidence for proving that the 
present Earl of Galloway is the lineal Heir male 
and lawful Representative of Sir William Stuart 
ol Jedworth, so frequently mentioned in History 
from the Year 1385 to the Year 1429. 1796, 4to. 
This privately printed tract was drawn up by 
the Rev. E. Williams, Chaplain to the Earl of 
Galloway. 

55. Stuart Papers printed from the original in pos- 
session of Her Majesty. Edited by J. H. Glover, 
Royal Librarian. Vol. I. All published, and 
the greater part of the edition wasted. London, 
1847, 8vo. Pp. 323. Appendix, pp. 181. A 
second title was given, viz., Letters by Francis 
Atterbury, Bishop of Rochester, the Chevalier 
St. George, and some adherents of the House 
of Stuart, etc. See Life of James II., by J. S. 
Clarke, D.D., p. 472. 

Aberdeen. Robert Murdoch. 
* 

841. A Rebel of 1745.— Your correspondent, 
Mr. R. Murdoch, gives a list of certain men who 
fought at CuUoden, and who were proscribed by the 
Government. An ancestor of mine from Kelish- 
mont, Keith, was in hiding for many months on the 
Hill of Altmore near Keith, after having taken part 
at Drumossie Muir. He was a mounted man, and 
my grandfather, George Simpson, had all his ac- 
coutrements, which included holster pistols and a 
genuine Andrea Ferrara (which were all stolen in 
my grandfather's time). A number of Government 
soldiers lived at the farm for a long time in the hope 
that they would catch their man. I wonder if this 
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particular Simpson (who was an Episcopalian) was 
included in the list of "rebels" made by the 
Government. Henry Simpson. 

842. Captain William Gordon, Minmore. — 
In the Marischal College Register, class 183 1-5, 
appears the name of "Jacobus F[raser] Gordon, f. 
Gul. (dem) g2<*"« legionis centurionis in Glenlivat." 
This William was the tenant of Minmore. Accord- 
ing to his tombstone at Tombae, he died in 1829, 
aged 74. The only William in the 92nd to whom 
he answers is the one who, from an Ensigncy in the 
133rd Foot, was appointed Lieutenant in the looth 
Regiment, July 4, 1795 {London Gazette, p. 705). 
At that time he was a man of 41, rather a late age 
for a lieutenant. From half-pay of the 92nd, he 
qualified in terms of the Military Act to be Captain 
in the Aberdeenshire Militia, May 2, 1803 (London 
Gazette, p. 680). He seems to have rejoined the 
Gordons, for William became Lieutenant in the 
92nd, September 10, 1803 [ibid., p. 1,174). Am I 
right in identifying him thus ? J. M. B. 

William Aikman (2nd S., VIH., 119).— 
William Aikman, 1682-1731, portrait painter, is 
declared in several works of reference to be a native 
of Cairney, Aberdeenshire. This statement is made 
in such a recent and excellent book as Chambers's 
" Biographical Dictionary." Mr. Pirie, Elgin, as- 
sures me that he was the son of William Aikman, 
advocate, of Cairney, Forfarshire. Have you any 
information on this point ? A. M. 

844. J. M. Logan.— In the ** Harp of Britain," 
a damty little song-book (384 pp. ) printed at Glasgow 
in 1839 by George Brookman & Co., there are 
several original songs by J. M. Logan of Glasgow, 
such as: "A Lovely Floweret Blooms by Tay," 
*'Away to the Land of the Free," "The Jewish 
Maid," etc. Anything known concerning this 
apparently forgotten song- writer ? 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 

845. Gilbert M. Gibson. — This ingenious 
gentleman was rector of the Bathgate Academy, 
and in 1845 he published at Edinburgh (A. & C. 
Black) the first five books of Eutropius's "Abridg- 
ment of Roman History," with a learned and ex- 
haustive vocabulary of 200 pages attached thereto. 
I think that he was amongst the first in our country 
to combine in his "Vocabulary" both the analytic 
and synthetic methods of tuition, and his experiment 
was extensively copied afterwards. He stated in his 
preface that Greek and Gaelic (or Celtic) are the 
two main springs whence Latin in all its voluminous 
flow emanates, and in his appendix he satisfactorily 
proves it. He likewise alludes to some previous 
book of his, an "Etymological Geography." I 
would like to learn something of the personal history 
of this learned and classical dialectician, but at 
present to me he is simply the name of a neglected 
scholar. When was the date of his decease ? 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 



I 

846. The Name Keiller. — Can you supply me 
with the origin aud meaning of the name "Keiller" ? 
I think it is a Perthshire or Forfarshire name. We 
have within seven miles of Perth a Keillor Castle, 
and Easter and Wester Keillor Farms; then, in 
Forfarshire, we have Inverkellor and RankiUor. I 
am told that it is the same as MacKellar, and also 
that it is a Celtic name for " Son of the Superior," 
"Cell man," "Cellar," "Kellerman," "Seller," etc. 
There is also a local tradition that the estate oi 
Keillor, near Methven, owes its name to the " fact '' 
that a hermit took up his abode on these grounds. 

K. 

847. The Old Pretender.— Does there appear 
in any of Fielding's works, and if so, which one, 
a supposititious journal of the reign of the Old 
Pretender ? 

848. George Gordon, 8th West India Regi- 
ment.— According to a War Office Return of 1828, 
this officer was married at Guernsey on November 
26, 1801, and had a daughter, Amelia, born February 
8, 1821. In 1828 he was living in the Cabrach. 
Who was this George ? J. M. B. 

849. Lieut. George Gordon, 92ND High- 
landers. — He married at Kingussie June 5, 1820, 
and had, according to a War Office Return of 1828 
(now at the Record Office) — 

John, born June 29, 182 1. 

William Mitchell, born April 16, 1823. 

Alexander, born September 6, 1827. 

Who was this George ? J. M. B. 

850. Thomas Duncan Gordon. — This officer in 
the loth Royal Veteran Battalion, according to the 
War Office Return of 1828 (now at the Record 
Office), was married at Forres July 24, 18 19, and 
had:— 

John, born July 25, 1820. 
George, born April 19, 1822. 
Thomas, born December 13, 1823. 
Caroline, born January 5, 1825. 
Louisa, born December 25, 1827. 

Who was this officer ? J. M. B. 

851. Mr. Sheriff Gordon. — On February 4, 
1849, "Mr. Sheriff Gordon " presided at a meeting 
in the Music Hall, Edinburgh, when addresses were 
delivered to the pupils of the Apprentice Schools of 
Edinburgh. Was he John Thomson Gordon (son- 
in-law of Christopher North) who became Sheriff of 
Midlothian in 1848 ? J. M. B. 

852. John Moncrief of Tippermalloch. — Can 
any reader of S. N, Q. give me information re- 
garding John Moncrief of Tippermalloch ? Amongst 
other works he was the author (or compiler) of "The 
Poor Man's Physician, or, the Receits of the Famous 
John Moncrief ot Tippermalloch ; being a Choice 



Digitized by Google 



Vol. VIII. 2nd Series.] SCOTTISH NOTES AND QUERIES 



173 



Collection of Simple and Easy Remedies for most 
Distempers, very useful for all Persons, especially 
those of a poorer condition." The edition I have 
seen is the third, and is marked Edinburgh: printed 
for Mr. Thomas Heriot, Bookseller, in the Parlia- 
ment Closs, and sold by him and other Booksellers 
in Town, m.dcc.xxxi.'' D. R. 

853. DiPPiE Family. — Information wanted con- 
cerning ancestors of David Dippie of Etal, North- 
umberland, ensign in the Aberdeen Fencibles, 1800. 
Was this family formerly located in Berwickshire, 
and is it of Huguenot descent ? 

Borderer. 

854. The Place-Name Dean. — Is there a place 
of this name near Edinburgh, and is anything known 
of Patrick Houstoun, living at Dean in September, 
1728 ? H. D. McW. 

855. John's Coffer House, Edinburgh. — 
What is known of this establishment, in existence in 
1733 ? H. D. McW. 

856. The Place-Name Bonington. —Is there a 
place of this name near Edinburgh, and who was 
the person referred to by this designation in Decem- 
ber, 1739 ? H. D. McW. 

857. The Bridge of Balgownie. — Where does 
the couplet regarding the Bridge of Balgownie first 
appear m print? John Milne, LL.D. 

858. Cruden, Author of the Concordance. 
— A gentleman in England, interested in Cruden, 
wishes to know where he can find in print a story 
regarding Cruden's mother to the effect that she had 
become comatose in an illness, and, being believed 
to be dead, had been buried, but came to life again 
when some thieves, trying to remove her marriage 
ring, began to cut off the finger it was on. This is 
said to have happened before Cruden's birth, in or 
near Aberdeen, where Cruden was born in 1701. 

John Milne, LL.D. 

* 

145. Chaplain Gordon of Verdun.— It is 
more than five years since I asked about the identity 
of "the worthy Chaplain Gordon," as he is called 
by Captain Frederick Hoffman, R.N. (1793-1814), 
in ** A Sailor of King George," and it is only now 
I am able to answer the question. According to 
the Gentleman's Magazine (Vol. VIII., N.S., p. 97), 
he was the Rev. William Gordon (or Gorden), and 
was a native of Islip. *' He matriculated as a Bible 
clerk at All Saints College, Oxford, in 1788, was 
afterwards a Jackson scholar and Bible clerk of 
Merton College, and graduated B.A. 1792, and 
M.A. 1795. In 1794 [Foster, in his "Index Ec- 
clesiasticus," p. 73, gives the date as November 5, 
1823] he was presented to the vicarage of Dewston, 



Oxford, by Sir Henry Watkin Dashwood," 3rd bart., 
of Kirtlington Park, Oxford (1745- 1828). We find 
him as a subscriber to the Discourses on Several 
Occasions," by the Rev. Sir Adam Gordon, Bart., of 
Dalpholly or Invergorden. His name there appears 
as *• Gorden." The Gentleman's Magazine^ which 
also spells it that way, goes on to say that he became 
tutor to Sir Henry Dashwood's son, and accompanied 
the lad to France during the short peace of 1802-3. 
In 1803 they were both detained as prisoners of war, 
and sent to Verdun. " During a period of eleven 
years' detention in France, Mr. Gordon's discretion 
and his influence with the French authorities, 
founded solely on esteem for his character, enabled 
him to render important services to many of his 
countrymen, prisoners like himself, while his talent 
for business, his readiness to oblige, his unremitting 
labour in the committee of management for the 
relief of the distressed English in France, as well as 
the manner in which he discharged his duty as a 
clergyman, won the respect and regard of all. From 
the time of his return to England up to his death 
he resided on his benefice, where he was most as- 
siduous and attentive to the wants of his parishioners. 
As a magistrate he was upright, patient, and humane, 
and as a man and member of society his tenderness 
of heart, his amiability, and unvarying benevolence 
will cause him to be long and affectionately remem- 
bered." A long list of the prisoners at Verdun is 
given as an appendix to Mr. Joseph Babington 
Macaulay's '*Life of the Earl of Stirling," a very 
curious pamphlet published at Paignton last year. 
According to this list, two other Gordons were 
among the prisoners, Henry, a naval officer, and 
William Henry Gordon, who appears in a list ot 
*' professors and language masters." 

J. M. B. 

347. English County Anthology (2nd S., V., 
62, 79, 94, no, 124, 142, 157, 174; VL, 12, 30; 
VII., 79, 174; VIII., 94).— Add— Traditional Tunes 
I A I Collection of Ballad Airs, | chiefly obtained in 
Yorkshire and the | South of Scotland ; I together 
with their appropriate words | from Broadsides and 
from Oral Tradition. | Collected and Edited with 
Illustrative Notes, by | Frank Kidson. Oxford: | 
Chas. Taphouse & Son, 3, Magdalen Street. | 1891. 
174 pp. Jas. Strafford, Music and General Printer, 
113 Briggate, Leeds. 

Songs and Ballads | of | Northern England. | col- 
lected and edited by | John Stokoe. | Harmonised 
and arranged for pianoforte by | Samuel Reay, | 
Mus. Bac. , Oxon. Newcastle-on-Tyne and London : 
Walter Scott, Ltd, | Dedicated, I By Permission, | 
To his Grace | The Duke of Northumberland. | 
198 pp., 4to. The Walter Scott Press, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. n.d. Robert Murdoch. 

538. The Words of ** Cockabendy " (2nd S., 
VLT125).— Mr. E. Leighton Gordon may be glad 
to have the following additions to the first verse of 
this bothy ballad, which circulated in Glenbuchat, 
1850, and is still well known to this day : — 
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Dinna gi'e the lasses drink, 

Dlnna gi'e them brandy ; 
Oi'e them sticks o' cinnamon, 

And lumps o' sugar candy. 

Chorus at the end of each verse — 

He cock, hi cock, Hi cockabendy, 

Crack 

For a gill o' brandy. 

The words amissing are not suitable for reproduc- j 
tion here, hence omission. If querist possesses in- | 
formation on rhymes and bothy ballads, I trust he 
will become a member of the R3'mour Club, and I 
enrich their transactions. As far as I am aware j 
neither words nor music of this spirited bothy ballad 
have appeared in print elsewhere. 

Robert Murdoch. 

792. Gordon House, Kentish Town, London 
(2nd S., VIII., 91). — It is not known how this house 
(in Highgate Road) came to be called by the name of 
Gordon, but by a curious coincidence it is now 
occupied by an Aberdeenshire man, Dr. Adam 
Alexander, M.B., CM., son of George Alexander, 
Fyvie. He says: — "The St. Pancras Borough 
Council asked me some time ago to find out about 
one Gordon who is said to have lived here, but I 
could find no trace. Lords FitzRoy and Lennox 
often appear in the deeds. The house is old, and 
the tenants used to have the privilege of hawking, 
fishing, and shooting on Parliament Hill and Fields." 

B. 

793. Edith Aitken (2nd S., VIII., 91, iii).— 
This lady, now Mrs. Bunten, is at present living in 
Glasgow, where she teaches elocution. Her husband, 
to whom she was married when in Australia, has 
been dead several years. See an article in the 
Dundee Weekly NewSy March 30, 1907, entitled 
" Glasgow's Greatest Actress : Miss Aitken's Stirring 
Life Story. Recollections of Plays and Players." 

W. 

809. Capt. George Gordon, R.N., of Green- 
HAUGH (2nd S., VIII., 126). — He served as midship- 
man on board the Blanche " frigate, on which he 
was wrecked and taken prisoner near Ushant on the 
night of March 4, 1807. On this occasion about 
forty-five seamen and marines perished, one-third of 
whom through drunkenness. He was made lieuten- 
ant November 26, 1810 ; appointed to the Flagship of 
the Commander-in-Chief at Plymouth June 4, 1811, 
and from thence promoted Commander January 9, 
1815. (John Marshall's "Roy. Nav. Biog.," IV., 
part I, p. 341 ; Naval Chronicle, Vol. XVII., p. 
319.) He was still holding the rank of Commander 
when he died 1839-40. (List of deaths of!icially 
reported after June 30, 1840— Navy List, October, 
1840.) He is possibly the ** Capt. George Gordon," 
R.N., who married December 22, 1815, at Edinburgh, 
Miss Anne Gordon, Hanover Square {Gentleman^ s 
Magazine)^ as there was no other George Gordon in 
the Navy List at that time. 

C. O. Skelton. 



8X1. Longmore Family (2nd S. VIII., 126). — 
Barbara Gordon and James Longmore had a family 
of four sons and four daughters. Mr. Leith Emslie 
Longmore, farmer, Baldavie, is a son. By the way, 
Mrs. Longmore wa^ said to belong to Cocklarachy, 
in Drumblade parish. J. Y. 

825. Cardno Family (2nd S., VIII., 141). — I 
am of opinion that Cardno is a variation of the older 
form Cardney. In the 14th century Marion (or 
Mariot) de Cardney, mistress of Robert II. of Scot- 
land, to whom she bore three sons (Crawfurd's 

Shire of Renfrew "), is described as the daughter 
of John de Cardney of that ilk. The iestate of 
Cardnye was in Aberdeenshire, probably in or near 
the parish of Skene. Eccentric spelling or local 
pronunciation might easily transmute Cardney into 
Cardno. J- J- 

824. LuNAN Families (2nd S., VIII., 141). — 
Your correspondent can make a beginning on 
Jervise — "Epitaphs," I., 212-3, 375; Dr. Walker — 
** Life of Rev. John Skinner," 26, 120-2, and ** Life 
of Bishop John Skinner," 6, 15, 16 ; " Year Book of 
Episcopal Church in Scotland," 1904, p. 182 ; King's 
College "Roll of Alumni and Graduates"; Marischal 
College *' Fasti," II. The "Diary of the Rev. 
Alexander Lunan " in the Diocesan Library at 
Brechin is very valuable and interesting. I fortun- 
ately took a fiill synopsis of it, and it gives a pleasant 
picture of the parson, first at Blairdaff, and then at 
Inglismaldie. It should be printed. 

James Gammack, LL.D. 

West Hartford, Conn. 

Any tradition respecting the Lunans inevitably 
carries one back to the days when Scotland was 
groaning beneath the yoke of Romish persecution. 
Walter Mill, priest of Lunan, and the last martyr 
for the faith before the Reformation, is reported, 
before his death, to have given utterance to words, 
which were interpreted in the light of a prophecy, to 
the efTect that, though his body perished, the cause 
for which he died would go on and prosper. To this 
prophetic testimony, the appearance of Lunans 
studying at Aberdeen University, several of them 
with a view to becoming ministers, would, in popu- 
lar estimation, seem to furnish an adequate fulfil- 
ment. For the life and d3ring sayings of Walter 
Mill see Foxe's " Book of Martyrs," Howie's " Scots 
Worthies," and Scott's '* Martyrs of Angus and 
Mearns." It need hardly be added that the Roman- 
ism, which our forefathers so much dreaded, is 
no longer so great a bugbear to their enlightened 
descendants. R. Y. 

825. Anderson Families in Aberdeenshire 
(2nd S., VIII., 141). — No genealogical chart of the 
Anderson family is known to me. The author of 
"The Scottish Nation" has a work entitled "Genea- 
logy and Surnames," which might be consulted. 
The "Retours" and the various "Registers of 
Testaments " might also be of value. In an early 
number of S. N. 6* Q. (ist S., Vol. III.) an inquirer. 
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asking about Andersons in Aberdeenshire, was re- 
ferred to Colonel AUardyce, 3 Queen's Terrace, 
Aberdeen, lor information. Perhaps the same source 
might still be available for " W." 

D. B. 

8a6. James Watson, Printer, Edinburgh 
(and S., VIII., 141).— If Mr. Calder Ross has not 
already ascertained the local habitation of Watson's 
•* Memorial,*' he might do well to visit the Historical 
and Antiquarian Department of the Register House, 
Edinburgh, the curator of which is the Rev. John 
Anderson. There, possibly, the " Memorial " may 
be preserved. The Department is open from 10 to 
4 o*clock. S. 

827. Andrew Bisset (2nd S., VIII., 141).— I 
am unable to discover any notice of the death of this 
distinguished writer. Neither the ** Dictionary of 
National Biography" nor Boase's " Modern English 
Biography " makes mention of his name. I have 
examined an index to the obituary notices in The 
Times for 1899, 1900, and 1901, but without success. 
The "Law List" mentioned by "Alba" seems to 
be the only chronicle (such as it is) of his decease or 
disappearance. This is all the more strange when 
one considers his eminence as a writer. The follow- 
ing facts, supplementary to"Alba*s" note, may not 
be without interest He studied at Aberdeen Uni- 
versity before going to Cambridge. In addition to 
the publications named by "Alba," he also wrote 
(I) " Omitted Chapters of the History of England," 
1864, 2nd edition 1867, 2 vols.; (2) " History of the 
Commonwealth of England," 1867, 2 vols. ; (3) 
" History of the Struggle for Parliamentary Govern- 
ment in England," 1877, 2 vols.; (4) *• Short History 
of the English Parliament," 1877, 2 vols.; (5) "Notes 
on the Anti-Corn Law Struggle," 1884. A high 
authority called him "one of the most critical of 
modern English historical \vriters." Green, the 
historian, names his '^Histo^of the Commonwealth" 
as an authority for the period which it covers, and 
terms the book a "vigorous defence of the Council 
of State." Mr. Bisset's last published work, so far 
as known to me, appeared in 1884, but even before 
that date the process of disappearance had seemingly 
begun, because, in a London Directory for 1881, I 
find the name of Walter Bisset, but no mention of 
Andrew Bisset as residing in London. 

Chappie. 

829. Patrick Grant, Lord T.lchies (2nd S., 
VIII., 142).— The "Dictionary of National Bio- 
graphy " and Anderson's " Scottish Nation " contain 
brief sketches of Lord Elchies. He is also alluded 
to in Ty tier's " Life of Lord Kames." So far as I 
am aware, no portrait of him is in existence. 

G. H. 

830. Dr. Peter Grant (2nd S., VIII., 142).— 
Dr. Peter Grant was, I believe, a student at Aber- 
deen University, where he graduated M.D. in 1790. 
He served in the army. J. H. 



831. Joseph Gordon (2nd S., VI H., 142).— 
Joseph Gordon, father of George W. Gordon, the 
" Jamaica Martyr," is stated to have been a native 
of Inverness-shire. He was a planter in Jamaica, 
where he resided for more than half a century. 
George W. Gordon's mother was a slave. See 
" Personal Recollections of the Hon. George W. 
Gordon, late of Jamaica," London, 1867. A recently 
issued publication, "The Book of Mackay," may 
perhaps furnish some information about the other 
Joseph Gordon inquired after in the query. 

J. F. M. 

835. Miss Gordon, Ruby Cottage (2nd S., 
VIII., 157). — The small estate of Auchnacant in the 
parish of Finzean, which was owned, along with 
Amage, by the Sibbalds and afterwards by the 
Rickarts, came eventually, I think, to Mercers (I am 
writing from memory), one of whom, I think, married 
the Admiral Sir J. A. Gordon you refer to in 
S. iV. 6* Q, of this month. A daughter of this 
couple, I think, married a Captain or Major West, 
whose representatives, I believe, still possess it. 

A. J. Mitchell-Gill. 

836. "The Standard Habbie " (2nd S., VIII., 
157). — I cannot answer "Alba's" question regarding 
the stanza he designates as above, but that, at an 
early period in Scottish history, a stanza of the same 
type, though in one respect distinct from it, was 
popular among the " makars " of that country, may 
be inferred ifrom the fact that Fabyan, an English 
chronicler, quotes the following rhyme as having 
been a favourite song among the Scottish common 
people, and sung (he says) "in derision of the 
English":— 

Maydens of Englande, sore may ye mome 

For yoar lemmaDS lost at BannockyBboum, 
Withhewalowe! 

What ! Weneth the Kins of England 

So soon to have won Scotland? 
With rumbylowe! 
" Thys songe," continues Fabyan, ♦* was after many 
daies song in daunces in the carols of the maiJens 
and mynstrilles of Scotland, to reprofe and disd lyne 
of Englyshmen, with dyuers others whych I ouer- 
passe." I find also, in the " Harp of Renfrewshire " 
(ist Series), Appendix No. I. (1872), a series of 
archaic verses written in this same stanza. They 
are styled " The Geste of Schir Gormalyn and the 
Reid Woulff at the Warldis End." The date ol 
this poem is not given, but the chances are that, if 
not a clever imitation, it was written some time in 
the 15th century. The first verse runs thus : — 

Lythe and listen feerisal. 

In qaliat manere thirlit in thralls, 

Wes ane Scoots May fair, 
Be ane reid Woulff, ane ngsam fende, 
Liggand nle the warldis end ; 
Quhyll ane knicht freeni did wend 

Thilk woulffis hert till tere. 

From the character of the language in many of the 
stanzas, I incline to think it to have been an imita- 
tion, probably the work of Motherwell. But even if 
so, taken as it should be along with Fabyan's verse, 
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it seems to suggest the origin of what Alba " calls 
"The Standard Habbie." 
Dollar. W. B. R. W. 

•*The Gude and Godlie Ballatis," attributed to 
the three Wedderburns, and published, it is believed, 
in a crude form before 1546, were probably ante- 
cedent in time to anything produced by Alexander 
Scot. According to the most recent authorities, 
Scot, born about 1525 and died about 1584, may 
possibly have been a native of Stirling, but in 
every respect conjecture plays a conspicuous part 
in his life aijd literary activity. He is claimed as 
belonging to Edinburgh, and also to Forfarshire, 
out of a mischievous propensity, perhaps, to rob a 
poorly endowed county, like Stirlingshire, for the 
benefit of other more favoured localities, already 
sufficiently enriched with the "gifts from the gods." 
Scot can hardly have published much before 1560, ' 
and there is good reason to believe that the " Gude 
and Godlie Ballatis preceded even the earliest of 
his poems. One of these " Ballatis," or spiritualised 
songs, is cast in the same measure as that made 
familiar to us in the ** Elegy on Habbie Simson." 
I quote the first verse : — 

Rycht aorelie musyng in my myiide, 

For pietie sore my hart is pynde 

Quhen I remember on Christ sa kynde, ' 

That savit me : 
Nane culd me saif from thyne till Ynde 

Bot onlie he. 

In regard to **Alba's" query. Was Scot the first 
*' makar " of this measure in Scotland ? the answer, 
I think, must be in the negative. At the same time, 
it would be quite unsafe to contend for the original 
of such compositions being found in the " Gude and 
Godlie Ballatis." I would venture to suggest that 
the model for all compositions of the kind may be 
found among the early Miracle Plays, which in 
former days exercised so powerful an influence on 
the religion, taste, and literary culture of the people 
of this country. W. S. 

* 

Xtterature^ 

Preliminary and Interfnediate Arithmetic^ 
for Civil Service and other Public Examinations. 
By W. Stewart Thomson, M.A. Third edition. 
IS. 6d. net Aberdeen : Lewis Smith & Son. 
1907. 

The author has kept in mind that his task was 
to prepare students for certain examinations. 
One thing required at all such examinations is 
expert and accurate work. There is, therefore, a 
sufficient number of mere mechanical exercises, 
needing no cogitation before attacking them. 
Stocks and interest, not being required, are not 
treated of. The candidates are, however, ex- 
pected to be familiar with common foreign 
weights and measures, and many exercises upon 



these are introduced. In Part I. there are 
problems in proportional parts, percentages, 
averages, vulgar and decimal fractions, con- 
tracted methods of division, etc., which are solved 
as examples; and Part II. contains numerous 
exercises to be solved in the same manner. 

Evolution is seen in examination papers as 
well as in organised bodies, and the author has 
not given a compilation of past papers, but has 
studied them to find the trend of the direction 
in which examiners are going, and prepared the 
student for anticipating his examiner instead 
of following him — closely, perhaps, but always 
behind him. 

♦ 
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MARISCHAL COLLEGE HELFRY. 

Among the numerous interesting publications 
called forth by the Quatercentenary of Aber- 



deen University, I do not find any mention of 
the fate of the belfry which for so many years 
stood on Marischal College, and the bell which 
hung in it, and I think it may be interesting to 
note what became of the belfry after the College 
was rebuilt in 1836-40 from the designs of 
Archibald Simpson, architect. 

From the College minute book, under date 
2nd August, 1836, it appears that Mr. Alexander 
Rainnie was declared contractor for the whole 
of the new buildings for the sum of 1,420, 
and by the contract, dated 9th September, 1836, 
the old buildings were given up to the con- 
tractor, " with the exception of the glass cases 
and other movable presses and furniture, in- 
cluding shelves in and about the same, and also 
with the exception of the cupolas and frames of 
the present observatory and other fixtures there- 
in, connected in any respect with the instruments 
within the same ; and of the cupola and bell, 
inscription stones on the walls, and the chimney 
frame of the hall, all of which they specially 
reserve and retain." And on nth July, 1844, 
Mr. Rainnie grants to the Commissioners for 
rebuilding the College a discharge for the full 
payment of the contract price. 

Upon the old College, at that time demolished 
to make way for the new one, there stood above 
the clock, as shown by the engraving in Wilson's 
" Historical Account and Delineation of Aber- 
deen, 1822," the belfry or cupola above re- 
ferred to, although it seems to be doubtful at 
what period it was erected. In the " Handbook 
to City and University" published in connection 
with the Quatercentenary celebrations, Septem- 
ber^ 1906, Mr. Walker, the esteemed secretary 
of the University Court, at page 23 says : " Of 
the buildings" (i.e., the buildings as completed 
in 1741) "thus altered and extended, a great part 
were still standing sixty years ago, by which time 
they had become wholly insufficient and unsuit- 
able, and were condemned. All that we possess 
now are two inscriptions, the one, 'APBTH 
ATTAPKHS' (i.e., 'Virtue is self-sufficient'), 
in the vestibule, immediately under the large 
window ; the other, reproduced overleaf in fac- 
simile from a photograph, the defiant motto of 
Earl Marischal, that may also be read in the 



Digitized by Google 



178 



SCOTTISH NOTES AND QUERIES 



[June, 1907 



vestibule, over the archway that faces the main 
entrance at the base of the Mitchell Tower," the 
motto being the well-known "Thay haif said, 
what say thay, lat hame say." The two inscrip- 
tions Mr. Walker mentions are no doubt the 
" inscription stones on the walls " named in the 
College minute above referred to. 

But Mr. Walker does not seem to be aware 
that the "inscription stones" are not the only 
part of the old buildings still extant, although 
no longer possessed by the University, for the 
belfry or cupola still stands, cracked a little in 
one part, but nevertheless sound and capable of 
carrying a bell, were that method of summons 
not now superseded by the siren or steam 
whistle. Notwithstanding the reservation of the 




cupola and bell duly minuted, it would appear 
that the contractor must have got possession 
ultimately of the former, for he sold it to Messrs. 
Alex. Pine & Sons, paper manufacturers, Stoney- 
wood Works, near Bucksbum, as the following 
entry in their cash book shows : — 



1840. 
Dec 31. 



By Al. Rannie, for Belfry of 
Marischal College - - £10 



Messrs. Pirie were about that time adding to 
their works, and the additions were so designed 
as to Show a belfry crowning the front elevation, 
and there the old belfry was once more erected, 
and still stands where it has stood for sixty-seven 
years, and as shown in the accompanying photo- 
graph taken in March of this year. 

Thus far the belfry, but there is no mention 
of the sale of the bell, and I have no reason to 
suppose that it was sold by the contractor along 
with the belfry, and if not, what has become 
of it? William Garden, M.A. 

Uttershill, 
Penicuik. 



ScoiTisH Poets (2nd S., VIII., 148).— Those 
readers of S, N. 6r» Q. who possess a full set 
will find in 1st Series, II., 92 (November, 1888), 
an account of this interesting publication. As 
there are probably many of your readers besides 
"Alba" who are not so fortunate, I will sum- 
marise that account. " The Society of Ancient ■ 
Scots" was composed of a select number of 
natives of Scotland resident in London. One 
requirement for a candidate desirous of becom- 
ing a member was that his application should 
be accompanied by an original memoir, written 
by himself, of some Scotsman eminent in arts 
or arms, letters or science, and this specimen of 
his qualifications was read before the society at 
a meeting previous to that on which the ballot 
was to be taken. The result was that the society 
had on hand a lar^e number of memoirs of 
poets, historians, philosophers, etc., which had 
been handed in since the re-establishment of 
the society in 1770, down to the time when they 
resolved to publish them in 1820. It was de- 
cided to publish the poets first, then the his- 
torians, philosophers, etc, but they evidently 
stopped at the poets. Arthur Sempil was the 
secretary of the society, and to him was intrusted 
the work of publication. My set is in six parts, 
in the original paper binding, and the account 
of the society is printed on the inside of the 
front and back cover. On the back of the 
covers is an advertisement of the " Percy Anec- 
dotes," just published by the same publisher, 
Thomas Boys, 7 Ludgate Hill. The first five 
parts are dated 1821, the sixth 1822. 

George St. J. Brbmner. 
San Francisco, Cal. 
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A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF EDINBURGH 
PERIODICAL LITERATURE (V., 20, etc.) 

(Continued from Snd S., Vol, VIII., p. 168,) 

[Supplementary. ] 

1774. The Edinburgh Repository, or, Fortnight's 
Magazine. No. i. Wednesday, March 2, 1774. 
Price 4d. Edinburgh : John Wotherspoon, at the 
printing house, Advocates* Close, Luckenbooths. 

The Repository was a periodical on the same 
lines as the Scots Magazine. It contained general 
and literary articles, tales, and poetry. It was 
published by subscription, and proposals for its 
appearance were sent out a month in advance, 
"gratis," as the advertisements carefully state. 
It was not the first Scottish attempt to establish a 
periodical which, by its fortnightly issue, would 
evade the newspaper tax. An earlier attempt in 
Dundee had failed, and no better fate awaited the 
Repository, for it *'did not last above three months." 

1774. The Gentleman and Lady^s Weekly Maga- 
zine, No. I. Friday, January 28, 1774. 32 pp. 
8vo, double columns. Price 2^ The weekly 
issues had no imprint. The title-page to the 
volumes, of which there were five, bore, "Edin- 
burgh : printed by William Auld." The motto of 
the magazine was from Shakespeare : "To hold, 
as *t were, the mirror up to Nature; to shew Virtue 
her own features. Scorn her own image, and the 
very age and body of Time his form and pressure." 
With the second volume, April 29, 1774, the day 
of publication was changed to Wednesday. The 
weekly issues were bound up into four annual 
volumes. 

This weekly magazine owed its existence to the 
success of the Scots Magazine, and was meant as 
a rival to Ruddiman^s Weekly Magazine, It gave 
a good deal of space to news and essays, and 
freely opened its columns to correspondents. At 
the end of the first volume its conductor, who 
is understood to have been ** Balloon" Tytler, 
speaks of " the encouragement we have already 
met with." He had several times to rebuke his 
contributors for literary theft. The journal is truly 
called " a miscellany," for all was grist that came 
to its mill, and it borrowed from all sides. 

We won't regard If wit be old or new, 
But bUme the false an I valae atlll the true. 

Each number devoted several pages to poetry. 

The magazine did not commend itself, and it 
was dropped on March 29, 1775, Vol. 5., No. 13. 
The only indication of its suppression was the 
notice oi^ the last page : " End of the Filth Volume, 
and the conclusion of this work." 

1776. The Caledonian Gazetteer, No. i. Friday, 
May 31, 1776. 4 pp. folio, 3 columns to the page. 
Imprint: "Edinburgh: printed for and by John 
Robertson, and sold at his printing house in the 



Parliament Close, where advertisements and sub- 
scriptions are taken in. Price z^d," 

As has been already explained {S, N, 6* Q., 2nd 
S., VIII., 73), the Gazetteer arose out of the ex- 
tended enterprise of the Caledonian Mercury, The 
proprietor found that he could not overtake the 
printing of all the news, advertisements, and essays 
placed at his disposal for the latter journal. He 
required more space, but he was faced with the 
possibility of losing subscribers if he published 
oftener in the week. They might be willing to 
buy three weekly numbers, but not six. He met 
the difficulty by starting the Gazetteer, As he 
said: 

"He resolved, therefore, to publish two separate papets, 
leaving every person to take either or both as lie may 
think proper. The Caledonian Mercury, therefore, will 
continue to be published, as at present, every Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday, and another paper, under the 
title of the Caledonian Oazetteer, will be published every 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday." 

Care was to be exercised that the same matter 
should not be printed in both journals, but in 
general appearance the papers were hardly dis- 
tinguishable. At the same time the proprietor 
promised that the new journal would be merged in 
the Mercury should the sales warrant such a course 
This would turn the latter into a daily. 

The enterprise did not succeed, and Robertson 
withdrew the Gazetteer within a month. In all, 
thirteen numbers were issued, the last being dated 
Friday, June 28, 1776. The difficulty arose from 
the dependence of the Edinburgh journals on those 
of London. No post arrived from the English 
metropolis on Thursday, and it was almost im- 
possible to procure "copy" for a Friday issue. 
At first a compromise was attempted. The 
Gazetteer was suppressed and the Mercury sent 
out every lawful day except Thursday, but, as has 
already been shown, the Mercury reverted to its 
former style of publication 'within a few weeks. 

1777. Ruddiman^s Weekly Mercury. No. i. Thurs- 
day, July 3, 1777. 16 pp. 8vo, 2 cols, to page, 
price 3d. No imprint appeared on the first twelve 
issues. That on No. 13 and onwards was *• Edin- 
burgh: printed for and by Walter and Thomas 
Ruddiman, and sold by them at their printing 
office, Forester's Wynd." On December 8 ap- 
peared a supplement named Ruddiman'' s Weekly 
Mercury Extraordinary, 16 pp., same size. On 
August 20 the day of publication was changed to 
Wednesday. A cover was used, and after a few 
numbers all advertisements were confined to it. 

The circumstances out of which the Mercury 
arose have already been detailed (S. N. &* Q,, 2nd 
S., VIII., 167). As was to be expected, the pub- 
lisher made the most of the proceedings that had 
been taken against him. Before the first number 
was issued, he sent out a gratis number, in which 
he gave •* a broad hint, in a short allegory, of the 
origin, progress, and issue of the prosecution 
against us." His second number gave details of 
the case, without the allegory. No. I gloried 
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in the martyrdom to which the paper had been 
subjected. It 

"now wears the badge of slavery [i.e., the red news- 
paper stamp]. He is thus running his quarantine of 
reformation like the convicts on the Thames, but with 
this difference, that he cannot, alas ! like them, see an 
end of his servitude." 

The editor boasts that *' it came out in the course 
of the trial that the circulation of the Weekly 
Magazine was nearly equal to that of all the Edin- 
burgh newspapers put together." There was to 
be no alteration in the plan of the journal, even 
although the old magazine had become bifurcated. 
" We have all along made it our study to arrange the 
materials of our history in a more methodical manner 
than is commonly done. This plan we intend still to 
pursue. We shall at the same time endeavour to make 
as judicious a selection of probable or authentic in- 
telligence as in our power." 
The conductors continued the small size, although 
that did not give the journal "the air of a news- 
paper," but ere long they were forced to conform 
to the usual standard. They made the London 
Chronicle their model, and on Wednesday, Decem- 
ber 31, 1777, sent out the Mercury enlarged to 
4to, 8 pp. , 3 cols, to the page, the price remaining 
at 3d. The imprint was the same, although it 
was changed to " Thomas Ruddiman & Company" 
on July 31, 1782. In announcing the change to 
the larger size, the publisher says : — 

"After six months' e.Ypcrlence, we And it [the size] 
both incommodious for [subsciibersj and still more so 
for ourselves, as it has been attended with much 
trouble in the execution, and much hindrance in the 
dispatch. We have therefore transformed it hito a 
downright newspaper. . . . The Weekly Mercury 
reaches every comer of Scotland." 
How long the Mercury lasted has not been dis- 
covered. On January 2, 1782, the editor said he 
provided the most authentic information on 
every subject which composes the motley farrago 
of a newspaper," and issues have been seen up to 
December 18, 1782. Constable's "Catalogue" 
indicates that it was continued for a time in 1783. 
In all probability the paper did not last much 
longer. Ruddiman had died in 1781, and the 
Weekly Magazine itself disappeared during 1784. 
Arnot says that the circulation stood at from 1,800 
to 2,000 when he wrote in 1779. 

1779. The Mirror. No. i, Saturday, January 23, 
1779. Motto — Quis novus hie hospes P—Wiig. 4 
pp. folio, price i^d each. Printed in large type 
on good paper, across the page. " Edinburgh : 
Published by William Creech, by whom communi- 
cations from correspondents are received." No. 
2, Saturday, January 30, 1779 ; thereafter every 
Tuesday and Saturday, except from Saturday 
August 21, 1779 (No. 60), to Tuesday, December 
7, when publication was suspended. No. 5 was 
published on Wednesday, because the Tuesday of 
that week was kept as a national fast. The 
title page issued when the journal ended bore the 
words :— " The Mirror : a Periodical Paper. 
Veluii in Speciilo. Edinburgh : Printed for William 
Creech." The amount of matter in each number 



varied considerably, some numbers having the 
lines crowded together. No. i had 39 lines to the 
page, but that number was frequently exceeded. 
Press of matter often left no room for the imprint. 
Several numbers were reprinted in a second 
edition. The original issue makes up a noble 
folio. 

The Mirror arose in the hands of a select 
coterie, all of whom were connected with the 
Scottish bar, except the editor, the well-known 
Henry Mackenzie, the *' Man of Feeling." In the 
concluding number Mackenzie thus states how the 
periodical actually began : — 

"The idea of publlahing a periodical paper in Edin- 
burgh took its rise in a company of gentlemen whom 
particular circumstances of connection brought fre- 
quently together, llieir discourse often turned opon 
subjects of manners, taste, and of literature. By one 
of those accidental resolutions of which the origin 
cannot easily be traced, it was determined to put their 
thoughts into writing, and to read them for the enter- 
tainment of each other. Thefr essays assumed the 
form, and soon after someone gave them the name, 
of a periodical publication : the writers of it were 
naturally associated ; and their meetings increased 
the importance, as well as the number of their pro- 
ductions. Cultivating letters In the midst of business, 
oompoftition was to them an amusement only; that 
amusement was heightened by the audience which 
this society afforded : the idea of publication suggested 
itself as productive of still higher entertainment." 

It is understood that William Craig suggested the 
undertaking. 

The writer of the biographical notice of George 
Home in "Chambers's Biographical Dictionary'* 
states that he had information concerning the club 
from Lord Bannatyne, its last survivor. For a 
time the club was named the '* Tabernacle," but 
afterwards adopted the designation of the Mirror 
Club." It was the days of such clubs, but surely 
Edinburgh could not have produced another ol 
like talent and culture. In addition to Mackenzie, 
it included several who afterwards rose to eminence 
on the bench — Lords Abercromby, Wedderburn, 
Bannatyne, Cullen, and Craig. To these were 
added as contributors to the journal Lords Hailes 
and Woodhouselee, Prof. Richardson of Glasgow, 
and David Hume, the nephew of the philosopher. 
Great secrecy was observed in all the transactions 
of the club. They frequently changed their place 
of meeting to add to the mystification. They 
gathered ''sometimes in Cleriheugh's, in Writers' 
Court ; sometimes in Somers*, opposite the Guard 
House in the High Street; sometimes in Stewart's 
Oyster House in the Old Fishmarket Close, and 
fully as often perhaps in Lucky Dunbar's, a 
moderate and obscure house in an old alley leading 
betwixt Forrester's and Libberton's Wynd." * 
Equal reticence was observed as to the authorship 
of the various papers. The publisher's successor 
in business declared that even Creech himself did 
not know at the time who the authors were, f 

Lord Abercromby gives an amusing account of 
the meetings of the club. *' I can never forget,*' 

* Chambers's "Biographical Dictionary, " e.v. "Craig.** 
t Creech's "JTogltlve Pieces." 
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very last number was to be found, every word of 
It, in Johnston's Dictionary " ! 

There can be no doubt, however, about the re- 
ception the periodical met with. The Scottish 
capital bought it and rejoiced over it It was can- 
vassed in clubs and coffee houses. It spread into 
the country and even created a stir in London. 
Abercromby tells how he was one day in Cadell's 
London shop, when a certain noble lord asked the 
bookseller if he had any information as to the au- 
thorship of the Mirror papers. All that the shop- 
man could say was that all the literati of Scotland 
were concerned in its production,* which answer 
was probably as near the truth as was possible. 
Immediately after the appearance of the hrst two 
numbers, they were reproduced in the Scots 
Magazine, which added a note giving the location 
in its own pages of the introductory papers of the 
Rambler, the Taflcr Revived, etc., and recom- 
mending its readers to compare the new with the 
old. It assured them that our country will not 
suffer by the comparison." Creech, the publisher, 
who ought to have known, stated that the paper 
**met with much public approbation." 

The last number. No. no, was published on 
Saturday, May 27, 1780, with the promise that 
" some time hence will be published the Mirror in 
volumes." In the valedictory number Mackenzie 
suggests reasons for the discontinuance — the critical 
condition of the nation, the anonymity of the 
writers, etc. Perhaps there was a certain shabbi- 
ness in the following : 

" The place of Its publication was lu seyeral respects 
disadvantageous. .... We do not easily allow a 
title to Instruct or to amuse the public In our neighbour 
vdth whom we have been accustomed to compare our 
own abilities. Hence the fastidiousness with which In 
a place bo narrow as Edinburgh, home productions are 
commonly received, which if they are grave are pro- 
nounced dull, If pathetic are called unnatural. If 
ludicrous are termed low." 
There is a suspicion that want of sufficient financial 
support may also have had something to do with 
the withdrawal of the paper, for when the Lounger, 
a paper of exactly the same size and style, was 
begun, each number was priced 2d. However it 
came about, the Edinburgh public mourned over 
the demise. When, some time later, the whole 
periodical was reprinted in i2mo volumes, they 
were eagerly bought up. The promoters received 
such a handsome sum for the copyright when they 
disposed of it that they were able to hand £100 ot 
the proceeds to the Orphan Hospital, and buy a 
hogshead of wine for their own use.t That they 
had been proud of the periodical is shown by the 
fact that they annually observed its anniversary by 
dining on the day the first number had been issued. 
Reprints soon appeared in London and Dublin, 
and before 1813 Creech and his successor had 
published eleven editions. Since that time further 
impressions have been sent out. 
26 Circus Drive, W. J. Couper. 

Glasgow. 



he says, ** the pleasure we enjoyed in meeting to 
read our papers in the club. There they were 
criticised with perfect freedom, but with the 
greatest good humour. When any of us produced 
a paper which, either from the style or manner of 
of it, or from the nature of the subject, seemed 
inadmissable, it was condemned without hesitation, 
and the author, putting it in his pocket, drank a 
bumper to its manes. We had stated meetings to 
receive the communications with which we were 
honoured, which afforded another source of 
amusement. This pleasure, however, was not 
without alloy. We were often, from particular 
circumstances, obliged to reject compositions of 
real merit ; and what perhaps was equally distress- 
ing, we were sometimes obliged to abridge or alter 
the papers which we published."* 

The object of the Mirror was succinctly stated 
in the first issue : 

" I propose In the following papers *to hold, as 't wera, 
the Mirror up to nature, to show virtue her own 
features, vice her own image, and the very a^e and 
body of the time his form and pressure ' ! . . This Is 
a field which, however extensively and Ju<liclous1y 
cultivated by my predecessors, may still produce 
something new." 

The plan was indeed old, whatever may 
have been its mode of execution. The writers 
never lost sight of a didactic purpose, and were 
always pointing a moral according to the fashion 
of the time. Their efforts have been described as 
*' not very humourous, mildly facetious, politely 
moralising, with literary reviews which were 
seriously critical." As Abercromby shows, the 
editor assumed to himself the right of altering 
what he desired to print, and in No. 7 stated that 
" acceptance or refusal of an essay is no criterion of its 
medt, nor of the opinion in which it is held by the 
editor. A performance may be improper for the 
Mirror, as often on account of its rising above as of 
falling below the level of such a woric, which Is 
peculiarly circumscribed, not only In its subjects, but 
in the manner of tr^ting them. 
One or two contributions remained anonymous, 
and if these be excluded, the authors numbered 
thirteen only. Mackenzie wrote 38 essays, Craig 
17, and Abercromby 11. 

"The Mirror men," as they were called, made 
the Spectator their modeL Sir Walter Scott 
named its editor *'the Scottish Addison," and 
there is something odd in the fact that a direct 
charge of plagiarism from Addison has been 
advanced against Mackenzie, f That the resemb- 
lance of the Mirror to the Spectator is more than 
that of mere plan seems to have been suggested 
while the Mirror itself was running. At any rate, 
Mackenzie inserted in No. 96 a letter in which he 
makes fun of such a possible accusation. He 
makes his correspondent say that her cousin had 
informed her that the first number was copied 
from the first paper of the Spectator, and upon 
looking into both, we found them exactly the same, 
all about the author and the work from beginning 
to the end." He closes the letter with "your 

* Lounger, No. 30. August 27, 1785. 
t NotM and Queriet Qth 9., 11. 



* Lounffer, Auffuat 27, 178& 

t Chambers's Biographical IMctionary," e.v. "Mackenzie." 
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Myles Macphail (2nd S., III., 73).— Editor 
and publisher, conjunct with his brother William, 
of the Ecclesiastical Journal bearing his name 
from 1846 to 1863. They were remarkable men, 
for in youth they made a pedestrian pilgrimage 
through Italy. Their publishing office was in 
South St. David Street, Edinburgh. They had 
previously published " The Church of Scotland 
Pulpit," consisting of sermons and criticisms, a 
species of literary work of perennial interest 
everywhere. Becoming involved in financial 
difficulties, Myles Macphail and family emigrated 
to Melbourne in 1864. His brother William 
remained in Edinburgh till his death, in 1884. 
Myles, the elder brother, had poetic ability, for 
in 1859 he published a centenary poem, "Burns's 
Vision of the Future," a very superior produc- 
tion. During the seventies of last century, I 
was made aware of his existence in a singular 
manner. I was employed as a "reader" in 
Elizabeth Street, Melbourne, in a job printing- 
office, and had the task allotted me of looking 
after the correction of a number of Ferdinand 
Bailliere's publishing projects. Ferdinand 
Bailliere was of French extraction (son of 
Hippolyte Bailliere, publisher of medical works 
in London), and a very showy and bounteous 
personage. He employed literary hacks to do 
the necessary writing. The " Squatter's Direc- 
tory for Australasia" was one of his projects, 
and the compiler's name was Myles Macphail. 
I had a good deal of palaver with him while the 
book was being printed, and found him to be a 
countryman, fair-complexion, light-haired, tall, 
handsome in person, and genial in manner. I 
asked him if he was related to the Edinburgh 
publisher, and he laughed pleasantly, and replied, 
" Only his son," adding that his father was not 
far away, being then actually employed in a 
subordinate capacity in the Melbourne General 
Post- Office, a short distance up the street. He 
promised to introduce me to his father, but the 
proposal miscarried, as I left that employment 
for the Government service. I remember my 
last interview with the junior Macphail very 
distinctly, for whilst we were busy pottering 
away at the proofs of his " Directory," a tropical 
thunderstorm occurred, with a terrific downpour 
of rain, so much so, that in a short time the 
street in front was transformed into a seethinp^, 
swirling torrent of brown water over a foot in 
depth. The roof of the printing-office was 
defective, and the rain penetrated into the case- 
room in such copious profusion that work was 
stopped. I piloted Mr. Macphail round the 
back settlements to a hostelry on higher ground, 
and there we had a long chat together. He 
died of consumption on 3rd September, 1877, 



aged 37. His father survived for about six 
years, dying at Brighton (marine suburb of 
Melbourne), on the loth October, 1883, aged 67. 
He published in 1874 "This World and the 
Next," and contributed some striking verses to 
the Melbourne Leader^ notably "The Spirit's 
Farewell to the Body." His son's death must 
have been a severe blow to the old man, for the 
junior Mac was a most lovable person. 

Melbourne, Australia. Alba. 



Ancient Grave.— A few weeks ago an 
ancient grave, probably of pre-Christian date, 
was found at Gateside, near the Brig of 
Balgownie. The sides and ends were formed of 
thin slabs set on edge, and it was covered by a 
large, fiat, heavy slab of ice-transported gneiss. 
The internal length was 4 feet 3^ inches, the width 
2 feet, and the depth i foot 10 inches at one end, 
and I foot 5 inches at the other. The floor 
was red gravel, over which were dotted small, 
flat, water- worn stones. It contained fragments 
of bones and a few teeth. The largest piece of 
bone had been the shaft of a thigh-bone of a 
man, who had been strong and full-sized. The 
body must have been placed in the grave with 
the knees bent up, and perhaps the head had 
been raised. The whole of the stones forming 
the grave have been transported to Marischal 
College, and set up exactly as found. The lid 
is on its edge, beside the tomb, supported on 
brickwork. The gravel and water- worn stones 
have been laid on the floor, and on these have 
been placed a box with a glass top, containing 
the fragments of bone found in the grave. 

John Milne, LL.D. 



Another "Wicked" Bible.— My grand- 
father possessed a ^ Matthew Henry Bible," in 
three huge folio volumes. His custom was on 
Sunday afternoon to study the particular chapter 
and verse on which the minister had preached, 
evidently, as I thought (and still think), to see 
if the reverend gentleman had cribbed anything 
from Matthew Henry. One day he called me 
to him, and showed me a most extraordinary 
misprint in Philippians, 2nd chapter, 7th verse : 
^ But made himself of no reputation, and took 
upon him the form of a serpent^ " Och, laddie, 
it gart me shudder," was his comment. 

George St. J. Bremner. 
San Francisco, Cal. 
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Butler's "Lobster" Simile (2nd S., VIII., 
136).— "Alba's'' contributions to 5. N Q. 
are always very interesting, and show that he is 
a voracious reader. If, however, he had read 
his Rabelais in the original French, he would 
not have charged the author of " Hudibras " 
with plagiarism, but, rather, he would have 
taxed the translator of Rabelais with cribb- 
ing from Butler. In the passage quoted from 
book 5, chapter 7 (not 8), the original French is 
"Au poinct du jour pareillement nous esveilia 
pour manger souppes de prime." Simply " At 
break of day," etc., not a word about lobsters. 
Motteux wrote his translation of the 4th and 5th 
books of Rabelais at least half a century after 
Butler's "Hudibras" had been printed. So, 
unless " Alba " can find the same simile used by 
any of the Elizabethan dramatists, he must in 
honour apologise to the shade of Butler. 
Many other instances could be pointed out of 
Motteux's amplification of the text of Rabelais. 
In chapter i of the same book, for the simple 
phrase " Jeusnons, de par Dieu" ("Let us fast in 
God's name"), he strings it out thus, "Since you 
are so steadfast and have us fast, let's fast as 
fast as we can, and then breakfast in the name of 
famine" — all for the sake of quibbling on the 
word "fast" Our countryman. Sir Thomas 
Urquhart, who translated the first three books 
of Rabelais, made a far better translation 
than Motteux or any one else who has tried to 
render the wit and spirit of Rabelais into 
English. Although he had not the imaginative 
and creative power or Rabelais, he had 
something of the same miscellaneous knowledge, 
the same endless vocabulary, and the same 
" high, fantastical " use of it, and yet Sir Thomas 
had a way of his own in getting over difficulties. 
Thus, in book 2, chapter 11, he translates the 
unintelligible word " bombies " as " bum bees \ " 
J. H. Burton has a very amusing footnote on 
this in the chapter on "Hogmanay" in his 
"Ancient League with France." In the same 
book, chapter 6, Sir Thomas makes the 
Limousin speak Aberdonian. When Pantagruel 
takes him by the throat, he yells " Haw 1 gwid 
maaster 1 My thrapple ! the bean of my cragg 
is bruck ! for gauad's seek, lawt my lean ! " etc 
But the funniest of all is Sir Thomas's translation 
of Panurge's English speech, in chapter 8, same 
book. Rabelais' indifferent English is here 
turned into a chaotic jumble of Scots, English, 
Latin, and Heaven knows what else. 

George St. J. Bremner. 
San Francisco, Cal. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY OF CLAN LITERA- 
TURE: WITH NOTES. 

(Continued from 2nd S.,L, 191.) 
Bbll. 

Memorial of the Clan of the Bells, more particularly 
of the Bells of Kirkconnel, and Bells of Blacket- 
house, Chief of the Name. By C. D. Bell. 
Privately printed, and only for a few friends. 8vo 
pp. 48, with illustrations. Cape Town, 1864. 

This work commences with " Copy of an old 
MS. in the library of the last Bell of Rammerscales, 
said to have been written about the year 1692. 
According to this MS. the Bells of Kirkconnel 
were of French extraction, a gentleman named 
William le' Bell having come over to Scotland 
with the Earl Douglas when he returned from an 
embassy to France in 1374. *' So much is certain, 
that the family settled in the great lordship of 
Annandale and sheriffdom of Dumfries in the 
South, when that barony belonged to the Earls of 
Douglas. They were vassals and retainers of the 

Seat house of Douglas." To the copy of this 
S. Mr. Bell has added extensive notes relative 
to the family history, with some biographical 
notices of its more distinguished members. The 
essay, fragmentary as it is, and making no pretence 
at completeness, is nevertheless by no means 
devoid of interest or value. (From Dobell's 
Catalogue, 1906, pp. 210-21 1.) 

Brodib. 

The Diary of Brodie of Brodie, Senator of the 
College of Justice. 8vo. Edinburgh : printed by 
T. Lumsden & J. Robertson, and sold by Book- 
sellers in London, Edinburgh, and Aberdeen. 
Edinburgh, 1740. 

Extracts from the Diaries of Alexander Brodie of 
Brodie, and of his son, James Brodie of Brodie, 
A.D. 1652-1685. Edited by David Laing, Signet 
Library, Edinburgh, for the Spalding Club, 1863. 
This club was inaugurated in Aberdeen, 1839. 

Lord Brodie: His Life and Times, 1617-1680. With 
Continuation to the Revolution. By George Bain, 
author of History of Nairnshire." Nairn: 
Telegraph Office, 1904. With photograph of 
Brodie Sculptured Stone, Brodie Castle, xviii. + 
194 pp. Demy 8vo. 

Extracts from the Diary oi Alexander Brodie of 
Maine (1671-1676). Compiled by Dr. William 
Cramond, Cullen. 24 pp. Elgin, 1903. 

Brodies in Glenbucket (now Glenbnchat). A MS. 
pedigree of this branch of Brodies, who are des- 
cended (so says the late Mr. William Brodie, who 
died 17th July, 1900) from John Brodie, 3rd son 
of the 1 2th laird of Brodie, hy his second wife, 
Margaret, widow of Dunbar of Benagefield, is in 
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the possession of his grand-nephew, Mr. Robert 
Murdoch Lawrance, Aberdeen. He has greatly 
augmented the Brodie MS., and hopes to verify 
the descents at some future date. 

Campbell. 

The Marquis of Lome and the Clan Campbell : an 
Epitome of the Story of the House of Argyll during 
the last Six Centuries. With coloured plates of 
the new Lome and Louise tartans, and vignette 
portraits. London : James Hogg, York Street, 
Covent Garden, n.d. 

Argyle and Greenwich (John, Duke of), Life, con- 
taining an Historical and Genealogical Account 
of his Family and Ancestors. By Robert Camp- 
bell. 8vo. Portrait. 1745. 

The MacCailein Mor: a History of the Argyll Family 
from the Earliest Times. By the Rev. Hely Smith. 
Genealogical chart. 8vo. 187 1. 

Campbells of Melfort, Argyleshire (Memorial History 
of). M.O.Campbell. Illustrations, with supple- 
ment. Printed for private circulation only. 8vo. 
1882-1904. 

Castle Campbell, the Ancient Stronghold of the 
Argyll Family : a Historical Sketch. By the Rev. 
Robert Paul, F. S.A.Scot., Dollar. With three 
illustrations and two plans. Demy 8vo, 31 pp. 
Dollar: James Miller & Alexander Mackenzie. 
1905. 

Society of Antiquaries of Scotland Publications. 
Vol. Vn. — Traditions of Glenurchay ; History of 
the Maiden,'* or Scottish Beheading Machine 
(Archibald, Earl of Argyll); Vol. XXHI.— Duns 
and Forts of Lorne, etc., illustrated; Vol. XXVHL 
— Charm Stone of Campbells of Craignish (see 
also Vol. XXIX.); Vol. XXIX.— Charm Stone of 
Campbells of Glenlyon; Vol. XXX.— Fosterage 
Bonds of Campbells of Kilberry, etc. 

Cameron. 

Memoirs of Sir Ewen Cameron of Locheill, Chief 
of Clan Cameron, with an Introductory Account 
of the History and Antiquities of that Family, and 
of the Neighbouring Clans. By John Drummond, 
Edinburgh. Maitland Club publication. Crown 
4to. 1842. 

Royal Lochaber : Historical, Genealogical, and Tra- 
ditionary. By W. Drummond Norie. Illustrated 
by many fine portraits of celebrities reproduced 
from old and rare prints, original drawings by Mr. 
Lochart Bogle, photographs, etc. Glasgow: 
Morrison Brothers. 1898. 

Society of Antiquaries of Scotland Publication. 
Vol. XVI. Jottings in Mid-Lochaber. Illustrated. 

Clan Chattan. 
An Account of the Confederation of Clan Chattan : 

its Kith and Kin. Glasgow, 1898. 
Proceedings at the Dinner of the Clan in 1898. 



Has an appendix, "Cluny of the '45. " By 
Provost Macpherson. Inverness, 1898. 

Macpherson (Sir M.^ of Invereshie). The Loyall 
Dissuasive and other Papers concerning the 
Affairs of Clan Chattan, edited from the originals 
at Cluny Castle by the Rev. A. D. Murdoch. 
Portrait and facsimile. 8vo. Scottish History 
Society, 1902. 

The Minor Septs of Clan Chattan. By Charles 
Eraser Macintosh, LL.D. Illustrated with eight 
coloured plates of clan tartans, and many 
facsimilies of ancient documents, relics, clan 
antiquities, etc. Treats of the following Septs : 
Cattanach, Clark, Crerar, Davidson, Farquharson, 
Gillespie, Gillies, Gow, Macbean or Macbain, 
Macgillivray, Mackintosh, Macphail, Macpherson, 
Macqueen, Noble, Shaw, etc. 1903. 

Clanranald. 
Vindication of the Clanranalds of Glengarry, with 
Remarks as to the Descent of the Family. By 
John Riddell. Printed by William Aitken, 
Edinburgh. Edinburgh: W. & C. Tait, 1821. 

Moidart: or, among the Clanranald. By Charles 
Macdonald. On pages 171 -174 is part of a roll 
of men upon Clanranald, its mainland estates, 
with their arms ; made up in 1745. Oban, 1889. 

COLQUHOUN. 

The Chiefs of Colquhoun. By Sir William Fraser, 
2 vols. The correspondence of Sir James 
Colquhoun of the '45 is in Vol. I. , 344 et seq. ; that 
of Robert Colquhoun of Camstradden is in Vol. II., 
229-234, (ist S., v., 125). Edinburgh, 1869. 

Dewar. 

Society of Antiquaries of Scotland Publication. 
Vol. XII. The St Fillan Crozier. Illustrated. 
See also Vol. XXIII. 

Douglas. 

History of the House and Race of Douglas. By 

David Hume of Godscroft. 8vo. 1820. 

« 

History of the Family of Douglas of Tilwhilly. 
London, 1850. 

Drumlanrig Castle and the Douglases. By Dr. 
C. R. Ramage. Crown 8vo. 1876. 

The Genealogy of the Families of Douglas of 
Muldearg and Robertson of Kindeace, with their 
Descendants. Dingwall, 1895. 

History of the House of Douglas. By Sir Herbert 
Maxwell. With introduction by W. A. Lindsay, 
Windsor Herald. 2 vols., 8vo. London, Free- 
mantle, 1902. 

The Heraldry of the Douglases. With Notes on all 
the Males of the Family, Descriptions of Arms, 
Plates, and Pedigrees. By G. Harvey Johnston. 
96 pp. Edinburgh and London: W. & A. K. 
Johnston, Ltd. 1907. 
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Synopsis of the Genealogy of the Douglas Family, j 
London, 1754. » 1 
Drummond. I 

A Genealogical Memoir of the Most Noble and I 
Ancient House of Drummond, and of several I 
Branches that have sprung from it. By David 
Malcolm. Edinburgh, 1808. 

Case of Thomas Drummond ,of New Painshaw, 
near Houghton-le-Spring, Durham, claiming the 
Honours and Estates of the Earldom of Perth. 
8vo. Newcastle-on-Tyne, 1830. 

Duff. 

Genealogical and Historical Memoirs of the 'Duffs, 
principally of the Family of Moldavid. Edited by 
Lauchlin D. Gordoa Duff. Printed for private 
circulation. Aberdeen, i86g. 

EWEN. 

Some Records of its History. By Robert Sutherland 
Taylor MacEwen, Barrister-at-Law, Lincoln's 
Inn, and some time Recorder at Rangoon. With 
specimen of tartan as frontispiece, iv. 1- 46 pp. , 
8vo. Glasgow: John Mackay, 1904. 

Farquharson. 
A series of articles appeared in the Aberdeen Free 
Press from 2nd January, i904-2nd April, 1904, 
10 instalments, by '* F. S. A. Scot. " See also " Minor 
Septs of Clan Chattan," by C. Eraser Mackintosh. 
Glasgow, i8g8 (pp 147-172). 

Forbes. 

Memoranda relating to the Family of Forbes of 
Waterton, from a MS. of the deceased John 
Forbes (born 1754, who was served heir to the 
last Thomas Forbes of Waterton in 1775), and is 
now printed solely for the use of members of the 
family. 4to, pp. 61 ; view of the house of Water- 
ton in 1770, arms of the family, and several 
sheets of genealogies. Aberdeen, 1857. 

The principal contents of this volume are as 
follows : — Catalogue of Original Papers relating to 
the Family, 1630* to 1725; List of Papers, from 
1725 to 1774 ; the Family of Forbes, from Lums- 
den, etc. (folding plate); Pedigree of Forbes of 
Waterton (folding plate) ; Tree of the Family of 
Scrymgeour (folding plate) ; Documents relating 
to tie Dunkeld Family, 1702 to 1775 ; a variety of 
Miscellaneous Memoranda relating to the family 
history. (From Dobell's Catalogue, 1906, p. 57.) 

Pedigree of Forbes of Monymusk and Pitsligo. 
Compiled by Mrs. G. E. Forbes. 1881. 

The Genealogy of the House of Tulquhon. By 
J. D. 20 pp. , and appendix. Aberdeen: printed at 
the Constitutional Office, by William Bennet, 1839. 

Genealogy of the Family of Forbes, from the 
.Account of Mr. Matthew Lumsden of Tullikerne, 
« written in 1580, etc. Reprinted : Inverness, 1883. 

Memorials of Forbes of Forbesfield, with Notes on 



connected Morgans, Duncans, and Fergusons. 
By Alexander Forbes. With 11 full-page illustra- 
tions. 4to, ix. +134 pp. Only 150 copies printed, 
by Taylor & Henderson, The King's Printers, 
Adelphi Press, Aberdeen, 1905. 

Forbes of Tombeg, 1687- 1907, with Notes on some 
Descendants and Connections. MS. in the 
possession of Mr. Robert Murdoch Lawrance, 
Aberdeen. 

Eraser. 

A Collection of 15 tracts relating to the contest of 
the Lovat Peerage in 1729- 1730, with genea- 
logical' tables, memorial for those of the surname 
of Eraser. 

History of the Erasers of Lovat, with Genealogies of 
the Principal Families of the Name, to which is 
added those of Dunballoch and Phopachy. By 
Alexander Mackenzie. Demy 8vo, 768 pp. 
Inverness, 1896. 

Memorials of the Family of Erasers. Privately 
printed for Sir William Eraser, Edinburgh, 1904. 
With portrait of Alexander Eraser, 17th Lord 
Saltoun. 22 pp. , 4to. 

Chronicle of the Erasers. The Wardlaw Manuscript 
entitled *' Polychionicon seu Policratica Tem- 
porum ; or, The True Genealogy of the Erasers," 
916-1674. By Master James Eraser. Edited 
by William Mackay. Edinburgh : printed by T. 
and A. Constable, for the Scottish Historical 
Society, 1905. [A review of this book, by Mr. J. A. 
Lovat- Ftaser, appeared in the Celtic Monthly, 
Vol. XI IL, p. 168.] 

Society of Antiquaries of Scotland Publications. 
Vol. VII. — Documents relating to Lord Lovat ; 
Vol. XXVIII.— Armorial Medal of Eraser, 1665. 

Galbraith. 

Memoirs of the House of Hamilton connected, 
with an addition on the Clan Galbraith. 4to. 
Edinburgh, 1S28. 

Gordon. 

History of the Family of Gordon, 2 vols., by 
William Gordon of Old Aberdeen. [For 
description, see S. N. Q., 2nd S.,Vol.V., p. 166.] 

House of Gordon. Vol. I., issued by New Spalding 
Club, contains history, etc. , of Gordons of Aber- 
geldie and Gight, by John Malcolm Bulloch, 
M.A.; and Coclarchie, by Rev. Stephen Ree, B.D., 
Boharm. An extensive bibliography on published 
works on the great Gordon family is contained 
in this volume. 

Graham. 

Or and Sable, a book of Graemes and Grahams. 
By Louisa G. Graeme. Crown 4to. Edinburgh : 
William Brown, 1902. 

Robert Murdoch. 
(To be continued,) 
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The Dorian Way.— This was the name , 
given by Marischal College students to the route 
taken by the professor of Greek, Robert James . 
Brown, from his house in Golden Square to the \ 
College. He was perhaps never altogether late ; 
in the morning, but always very nearly, and he 
took the shortest route, vid Union Street, Cor- 
rection Wynd, Barnett's Close, and Red Lion 
Court. He held office from 1827 to i860, retir- 
ing at the union of the Universities. His method 
of speaking was guttural, and sometimes students 
failed to make out what he said, which led to 
his getting a sobriquet indicating this peculiarity. 
Latterly it gave place to "The Donan," which 
simply meant "The Grecian," though the 
Dorians were only one of two Greek lines. Red 
Lion Court took its name from an inn which 
probably had for a sign the Red Lion rampant, 
the personal arms of the sovereigns of Scotland, 
and this sign may have been adopted because 
the kings of Scotland had made the inn their 
residence when in Aberdeen. In the Lord 
High Treasurer's Accounts there is a note of a 
payment by James IV. to the wife with whom 
he lodged m Aberdeen. In the Aberdeen 
Journal there is, in 1754, an announcement by 
William Buthlaw, victualler at the Red Lion, 
fronting Marischal College gate, that he had 
removed to William Green's back house, the 
first in the thoroughfare opposite the College 
Church leading to the Guestrow, and that he 
offered good entertainment to those who might 
please to diet with him. The Red Lion Court 
was No. 77 Broad Street, which was under 
the pediment gable in the front of Henry 
Gray's warehouse, and it had an opening also 
to the Guestrow, which was under the support 
for telephone wires in the back wall of the house. 
Iron pins in the walls showed that both openings 
had, as usual in ancient Aberdeen, been pro- 
vided with doors to be closed at ni^ht. When 
the old house which had been the mn became 
unfit for habitation, the court was shut up. 
When, however, Henry Gray took down the 
house and was proceedin^^ to erect another 
without a passage through it, the Town Council 
exacted a payment from him for shutting up a 
public thoroughfare, though it had undoubtedly 
been originally a private entrance to the Red 
Lion Inn. Long before Professor Brown's time 
the Red Lion Inn had been shifted from Broad 
Street to the north side of West North Street, 
where there was a public-house. No. 8, called 
the Red Lion till after the middle of the last 
century. The landlord's wife was one of those 
killed in a railway accident at Kittybrewster at 
the opening of the Great North of Scotland 
Railway. John Milne. 



NOTABLE MEN AND WOMEN OF 
FORFARSHIRE. 
(Coniinned from 2nd S., VIII,, 103.) 

63. Alexander, Rev. Thomas: Presby- 
terian Minister. Bom at Fowlis, near Dundee, 
1817 ; apprenticed as an ironmonger in Dundee ; 
subsequently made several voyages to sea ; 
afterwards taught a school at Invergowrie, and 
subsequently entered the ministry of the Free 
Church of Scotland. He was for some time 
assistant to the Rev. Dr. Candlish ; was ap- 
pointed to the Presbyterian Church in Chelsea, 
and a few years before his death was elected 
Moderator of the English Presbyterian Synod. 
He wrote several popular theological works, 
and was a neighbour and intimate friend of 
Thomas Carlyle. He died 6th February, 1872. 
(Norrie's " Dundee Celebrities.") A good story 
is told of him and Carlyle. One day, having 
bored the philosopher greatly during a walk 
through London, Carlyle suddenly stopped short 
at a street crossing, and dismissed his com- 
panion saying, " Here we part : you go to the 
left, I go to the right, and if you go to the right, 
I shall to the left." 

64. Beattie, David Alexander (Rev.): 
Minor Poet Bom Arbroath in 1 831, he was 
educated at Edinburgh for the Free Church 
ministry, and was ordained at Towie, Aberdeen- 
shire, in 1858, but translated to Garvald, Had- 
dingtonshire, 1 86 1, where he still labours. He 
has published a number of verses, among which 
may be named "The Bride of Death," Songs 
of Life," and " Scenes from the Land of Scott" 
He has also written a poem, in six cantos, on 
" Black Agnes of Dunbar." He contributes to 
the local press occasionally, and figures in 

Modem Scottish Poets," Vol. XII. 

65. Begg, Peter: "Father of the Dundee 
Free Library." This worthy was bom in 1819 
and died 1885. George Giliillan gave him the 
name noted above. 

66. Bell, Patrick, LL.D. (Rev.) : Inven- 
tor, etc. This ingenious clergyman was born at 
the farm of Mid Leven, Auchterhouse parish, 
in April, 1799, and died in 1869. His reaping 
machine was one of the first, but not actually 
the first, of its kind, the honour of the first in- 
vention being due to John Common of Denwick 
in 1812, though the first suggestion of such a 
machine is attributed to Capel Loftt in 1785. 
Mr. Bell's machine, which proved simple and 
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efficient, appeared in 1826, and continued in 
use for many years, and several of its features 
reappear in present-day machines. Dr. Bell 
was translated to Carmylie in 1843, some 
time before his death he received a public 
testimonial from agriculturists in consideration 
of the service his invention had rendered to 
agriculture. 

67. Balmyle or Balmule, Nicholas de: 
Chancellor of Scotland, and Bishop of Dun- 
blane. Educated as clerk in the Abbey of 
Aberbrothock ; held chancellorship from 1301 
till probably 1307, when he was appointed to 
the bishopric of Dunblane. His name does not 
appear in a^y official document later than 13 13, 
and he is reported to have died in 1319 or 1320. 
(" Dictionary of National Biography," Vol III.) 

68. Bennett, David : Engineer and Labour 
Leader. A native of Dundee, born in 1830, he 
learned engineering in his native town, but 
emigrated to Australia, and settled in Melbourne 
in 1856. For many years he was employed in 
Long lands Foundry, and was known as a 
stalwart champion of the rights of labour. He 
took an active part in favour of the Eight Hours 
Movement in Australia, and was Secretary of 
the Association of Engineers for twenty years. 
One of the founders of the Trades Hall, he was 
long hon. secretary of the Trades Hall Council, 
and its paid secretary after 1888. I have no 
later note concerning him. 

69. BiRRELL, Mary : Minor Poet. Born 
presumably in Dundee, she published in 1871 a 
booklet entitled ''The Rifle Volunteers, and 
other Poems.'' 

70. BiRRELL, Wm. Dundas: Minor Poet. 
Born about 1868 at Liff, near Dundee, the son 
of a publican, he figures in the 14th volume of 
" Modem Scottish Poets." 

71. BiRSB, David: Minor Poet A native 
of Brechin, and a friend of the poet Alexander 
Laing. A MS. volume of verse by him is in the 
Mitchell Library, Glasgow. He is biographed 
in "Bards of Angus and the Meams." He 
flourished in 18 19, when the MS. is dated. 

72. BissETT, Thomas : one of Dundee's 
eccentrics. He was a gravestone cutter in 
Dundee, an excellent workman, but a confirmed 
drunkard. He died alone in his house in the 
Seagate, 19th May, 1829, after a drunken spree. 
In anticioation of his end, he had prepared for 
himself the following epitaph : — 



Here lies Thomas Bisset, who often did quiz it 

Either when sober or drunk ; 
Ae day, o'er a bottle, the deil dang his dottle, 

An' Death cam* and put oot his spunk. 

73. ^ Black, David Dakers ; Local His- 
torian. He was born in Brechin in 1801, became 
town clerk of his native town, as well as factor 
to Lord Panmure, in both of which capacities 
he was much respected. He published in 1838 
a " History of Brechin," which was reissued in 
1867, and the history brought up to date. The 
book is a good specimen of local histories. Mr. 
Black was dead before 1882. 

74. Black, James: Local Benefactor. This 
good man built at his own expense, and partly 
with his own hands, the bridge of Gannochie. 
He was born in 1677, and died in 1750, leaving 
most of his means for charities. The inscrip- 
tion on his tombstone reads : — James Black, 
bom at Mill of Lethnot, dy'd Oct. 24, 1750, at 
Wood of Dalbog. Chiefly built the Bridge of 
Gannochie, and doted for the support of it 50 
merks Scots : Besides 1,000 merks for other 
Bridges and pious uses : viz. 500 merks for a 
Schoolm*" at Tillibardin : and 300 merks toward 
building a Bridge at Balrownie, with 200 merks 
to the poor of Fettercairn. 

" No Bridge on Earth can be a Pass for Heav'n, 
To generous deeds Let yet due Praise be given. 

— ** Memento, 1746, Moir." 

75. Blair, D.wid, J.P. : born in Brechin 
1750, died 1836. Son of a minister, he went to 
Dundee at an early age, and engaged in business 
there. By industry, ability, and perseverance 
he rose to a high position among Dundee 
merchants. For many years he acted as stamp 
master. An active magistrate, he took deep 
interest in all local and charitable institutions, 
and was one of the originators of the Lunatic 
Asylum. He died 24th December, 1836. See 
Norrie's " Dundee Celebrities." 

76. Blair, Patrick, M.D.: Scottish Botan- 
ist. Bom in Scotland towards the close of the 
17th century, probably in Dundee. He practised 
medicine there, and was known as a skilful 
anatomist. A nonjuror, he was imprisoned in 
171 5. He subsequently went to London, and 
became known to the Royal Society by papers 
he read on the sexes of flowers. He afterwards 
settled at Boston, in Lincolnshire, and seems to 
have died there about 1729. He published 
"Observations on Physic, Anatomy, Surgery, 
and Botany," in 17 18; "Botanic Essays," in 
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1720 ; and his " Pharmaco-Botanolojfia," in 
1723-8. He also read many papers to the Royal 
Society on anatomical and botanical subjects. 

^ 77. Blyth, David : Minor Poet. He was 
born in 18 10 in Dundee ; at the age of 16 entered 
the merchant navy, and made numerous voyages. 
Having received a liberal education, he soon 
rose from the ranks. Failing health compelled 
him to leave the sea, and he died in 1838. In 
1879 a selection of his poems, entitled "The 
Pirate Ship, and other Poems," was published. 
The volume, which was a handsome one, con- 
tained poems and songs by other members of 
the Blyth family, which showed that they were 
a very poetic family. See Edwards's " Modern 
Scottish Poets," Vol. I. 

78. BOECE, OR BOYCE, ARTHUR : Lawyer 
and Judge, etc. Floruit 1535. He was brother 
of No. 77. A native of Angus, possibly born in 
Panbride or Dundee. He was a doctor of 
Canon Law, a licentiate in Civil Law, and held 
the office of Professor of Canon Law in King's 
College while Hector was Principal. He pub- 
lished a book of excerpts from the Canon Law, 
and was a Scottish Judge. 

79. BoECE, OR BoYCE, Hector : Scholar 
and Author. Principal of King's College, Aber- 
deen. Bom 1465 or 1470, educated at Paris, 
where he became Professor of Philosophy, he 
was appointed the first Principal of King's 
College, Aberdeen, and had a large part in 
organising that institution. His fame chiefly 
rests on his Latin History of Scotland, which 
was translated and published by the Scottish 
Hist. Society. He died 1536. For notice see 
Scottish Notes and Queries^ IX., 81 ; X., 51. 

Dollar. W. B. R. Wilson. 

(To he continued.) 

* ' 

Gavin Turreff : Antiquary and Author. 
-In the May issue I observe "Alba" making 
reference to this painstaking antiquary, and I 
find that our esteemed contributor, " W.B.R.W.," 
makes no reference to his death (ist S., XII., 
118). He is buried in St. Nicholas Churchyard, 
Aberdeen, where a handsome granite obelisk 
bears the following inscription : — " Gavin Turreff, 
M.A. I Born 18 September, 1803 | Died 20 
December, 1878. | Author of | "Antiquarian 
Gleanings" | for 40 years a faithful | servant of 
the Aberdeen Bank | and Union Bank of 
Scotland | in Aberdeen | Erected by friends | 
in remembrance of his Christian | character and 
sterling worth." Robert Murdoch. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY OF ABERDEEN 

PERIODICALS. 
(Continued from 2nd S., VIII., p. IgJ^.) 

1852. The Chameleon (ist S., I., 73; IX., 104; 
2nd S., VI., 76). The following is an extract from 
The Evening Express, 2nd May, 1905 : — *' To the 
older generation of Aberdonians, the name of John 
Spark, whose death occurred a few days ago, will 
recall a type of free lance literature that has now 
almost ceased to exist. The announcement of a 
Chameleon from the pen of John Spark was invariably 
looked forward to with intense interest, and, taken 
all over, not even those who got special mention in 
its pages were inclined to cry out. The humour 
may have been occasionally broad, and the satire 
stinging, but there was invariably an under stratum 
of truth that saved the situation. As John's know- 
ledge of public men and public affairs was both 
extensive and accurate, he was never at a loss for 
material when a call was made upon his pen, and 
on not a few occasions John Spark brightened up 
the somewhat sombre life of the town." The last 
two issues already mentioned, viz., XXV. and XXVI., 
were printed by James Blair, 11 St. Nicholas Street, 
Aberdeen. 

1905. The Bon-Accord Buyer^s Guide: Aber- 
deen's Monthly Magazine (2nd S., VIII., 123). 
This advertising monthly ran to No. 12, October, 
1906, when the following intimation appeared : — 
" We wish to inform our readers of certam changes 
that we are about to make, beginning with our 
November number. In the first place, we shall 
appear in a greatly enlarged and improved form. 
We shall cease to be the Bon- Accord Buyer* s Guide, 
and we shall make our bow to our readers as The 
North Magazine." The Buyer's Guide, so runs the 
notice, was so successful that the proprietor, Mr. 
David Balloch, offered so much more in its new 
form, and it was taken for granted that readers 
would be ready to pay " the nimble penny." 

1906. The North Magcuine (late The Bon-Accord 
Buyer's Guide). Vol. II., No. 13; November, 1906. 
Price id. Size 4to, 9! x 7^, 20 pp. , double-columned, 
covers additional. Imprint at the foot of the last 
page of the cover : " Printed and published monthly 
by the Proprietor, David Balloch, of 154 Union 
Street, Aberdeen, Scotland. Subscription, is. 6d. 
per annum, post free. 

The contents include brief and bright comments 
on local events, brought down to within a day or 
two of publication on the first day of each month, 
short, racy articles, numerous business advertise- 
ments, also; the same popular features of its pre- 
decessor. 

1907. Lindsa^>*s Record Time Tables, Size, 
demy i8mo; price id. monthly. Published by 
W. & W. Lindsay, Market Street, Aberdeeib' 
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The first issue of these time tables, which appeared 
January, 1907, is got up in quite a different plan 
from others, and is unique in its way. It opens 
directly from the centre. Each page is larger than 
its neighbour, with the routes struck out in a heavy 
black heading, thus enabling the travelling public to 
alight upon the information required at a glance. It 
contains the usual information found in all time 
tables in connection with transit outside and within 
the city ; a {^\oq free insurance policy, and a large 
percentage of local aCdvertisements. 

* 

Bibliography of Aberdeen Periodicals 
(continued from 2nd S., VIII., 124). — I have 
lately found an imperfect copy of the first 
number of a periodical which, I think, has as 
yet escaped notice. It is entitled The Northern 
Gaberlunzie Budget, and was published on 
Thursday, 21st March, 1844, price one penny. 
It consists of 8 pages 8vo, and is described as 
" Under the auspices of the Bon- Accord Gaber- 
lunzie Club." The imprint reads : " Published 
for the Gaberlunzie Club, And sold by C. 
CocKERiLi^ 224 George Street ; Watson, 
Gallowgate ; at 5 Flourmill Brae ; by Glass, 
WooDSiDE; and Knight, Old Aberdeen." The 
number ends with the following note: "The 
Budget, No. II., much improved in variety and 
arrangement, will appear this day fortnight." 
Can any reader say what the Gaberlunzie Club 
was, and whether any numbers of The Budget 
besides the first ever appeared ? W. J. 

♦ 

859. Sir James Livingston. — Who was Sir 
James Livingston, temp.^ 1742, in which year he had 
a son studying at Leyden ? H. D. McW. 

860. Shank House, near Edinburgh. — In what 
parish is this house situate, and who is the present 
owner? H. D. McW. 

861. Sir Alexander Ramsay. — Who was Sir 
Alexander Ramsay, temp.^ 1736 ? He appears to 
have had bursaries at Edinburgh in his gift. 

H. D. McW. 

862. Later VANDECK. — Peter Grant and his wife, 
Helen Grant, had a son called John, born at Later- 
vandeck, 22nd August, 1762. Where is Latervan- 
deck ? Is it an old spelling of Lochtervandeck, in 
Glenrinnes? M. G. 

863. Nineteen Years' Leases.— I shall be glad 
of any information as to the origin of this term of 
leasing farms. A. M. 

Durris. 



259. The Gordons of Manar (2nd S., IV., 141, 
158; v., no J VI., 12).— Mr. J. Malcolm Bulloch 
may note that a tablestone in St. Nicholas Church- 
yard, adjacent to John Gordon of Murtle and Francis 
Gordon of Craig's tombstones is inscribed: — " Sacred 
to the memory of Hugh Gordon, Esq., of Manar, 
who died nth July, 1834, aged 68, and of his youngest 
son, William, who died 27th April, 1834, aged 15, 
also of his widow, Elizabeth Forbes, who died loth 
February, 1870, aged 85 years." The writer hopes 
that Mr. A. M. Munro will complete his articles on 
St. Nicholas Churchyard epitaphs in extenso at an 
early date, as many are scarcely decipherable and 
time will work havoc with those that have been 
spared to us. 

Robert Murdoch. 

347. English County Anthology (2nd S., V., 
62, 79, 94. iio» 124, 142, 157, 174 ; VI., 12, 30 ; VII., 
79, 94; VIII., 94, 173).— Add:— A Garland | of ) 
County Song j English Song | English Folk Songs 

! with their Traditional Melodies | Collected and 
Arranged by | S. Baring-Gould | and | H. Fleetwood 
Sheppard | Metheun & Co., | 36 Essex Street, W.C. 

I London | 1895 | xi. + ii2pp., 410. [Contains fifty 
songs.] 

English Folk Songs. | for Schools. | Collected and 
Arranged by | S. Baring-Gould, M.A. | and j Cecil 
J. Sharp, B.A. | London : | J. Curwen & Sons, Ltd., 
24 Berners Street, W. | iv. + 105 pp., n.d. [Dedicated 
by Permission to their | Royal Highness Prince 
Edward | and Albert oi Wales.] 

Folk Songs from Somerset | Gathered and edited 
with piano accompaniment | by | Cecil J. Sharp | 
and I Rev. C. L. Marson | First and Second Series. 
Simpkin, Marshall & Co. Schott & Co. 

Folk Songs I from Somerset | With Pianoforte 
Accompaniments | and introduction I and notes. 
Third Series | London : | Simpkin & Co., Ltd. 
Schott & Co. I Taunton : | Barnicott & Pearce, 
Athenjseum Press. | MCMVI. 

The above songs are according to the sub-title, 
gathered and edited by Cecil J. Sharp and Charles 
L. Marson, Vicar of Hambridge. Dedicated by 
Permission | to Her Royal Highness | The Princess 
of Wales. Barnicott & Pearce, Printers. 82 pp. 

Sussex Songs. | Popular Songs of Sussex | arranged 
by I H. F. Birch Reynardson | London : | Stanley 
Lucas, Weber, & Co., | 84 New Bond Street, and 
325 Oxford Street, W. 4to, 48 pp. n.d. 

[Contains twenty-six songs.] 

The above-mentioned books are in the possession 
of Mr. Gavin Greig, M.A., an exponent and authority 
on folk song of the north-east of Scotland. 

Robert Murdoch. 

811. Longmore Family (2nd S., VIII., 126). — 
A tablestone close to the Back Wynd entrance to St. 
Nicholas Churchyard is inscribed :-^*' To the "Memory 
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I of I Helen Longmore, | wife of | Lieutenant John 
Emslie, | 83rd Regiment, | who died 30th April, 1812, 

I aged 29 years, | also their eldest daughter, | Mary, 
who died 19th December, | 1819, aged 16 years, | 
John Emslie, | late Captain 83rd Regiment, Foot ; j 
died at Aberdeen, | 241x1 July, 1844, aged 68 years, | 
and was interred here, | also his daughter Jane, | died 
5th August 1865, aged 56 years. | Alexander Leith 
Emslie, M.D. | only son of Captain Emslie, | died at 
Auchtermuchty 14th March 1854, | aged 48 years." 
The above Helen Longmore is probably a relative 
of James Longmore mentioned in query. 

Robert Murdoch. 

818. Caddbll, alias MacPherson (2nd S.,VnL, 
126).— "Alexander Leslie, first laird of Kininvie, 
second son of George Leslie, married Marian Calder, 
daughter of Alexander Calder or McPherson of 
Napferson," from "The Historical Records of the 
Family of Leslie,'* Vol. HL, page 346. 

M. G. 

823. Cardno Family (2nd S., VHL, 141).— 
Gardno is a modern form oi the Gaelic word 
" Carnach," meaning abounding in Cairns. The d 
is an insertion, not so much for euphonic purposes — 
for it is seldom sounded— as to vary a place or 
personal name from its simplest form. Many places 
in Scotland abound or dia once abovnd in cairns. 
Some places on the brows of the sunny side of hills 
have many cairns. They evidently had been made 
by gathering stones off the surface of the ground to 
let grass for sheep grow early in spring when it is 
scarce and much needed. Other cairns are seen 
near the junction of two Highland glens. It is 
customary at funerals to invite people from one glen 
to meet a funeral party coming down and then to help 
to carry the coffin of a friend a mile or two. They 
have sometimes to wait for the arrival of the coffin, 
and they employ this interval in building a small 
Memorial Cairn. In some places now cultivated 
the ground was once so encumbered with blocks of 
stone, transported by moving ice, that it could not be 
ploughed or harrowed till they were gathered into 
neaps. At Memsie, near Fraserburgh, there are two 
large cairns, perhaps 90 feet in diameter, which may 
have been tribal burying places, though they were 
probably added to by stones from the neighbouring 
fields. Any such places would be called " Carnach" 
in Gaelic. "Ach" at the end of a Gaelic word 
often becomes in Scotch. Aberlemnach has 
become Aberlemno. Other forms of Cardno are 
Carno, Carne, Cardeny, Cardney, and the Aberdeen 
Cardenhaugh may be Carnach slightly changed 
to make it a name with a meaning intelligible to 
Scotsmen. They are all originally place names, 
which have been given to persons living near the 
Cairns, and so made personal names. 

John Milme, LL.D. 

829. Patrick Grant, Lord Elchies (2nd S., 
VIlI., 142.—** H. D. McW.*' stated that enquiry in 
likely places in Edinburgh has proved fruitless in 



discovering a portrait of the above. What may be 
considered likely places is doubtful. The W.S. 
Library would occur to one as a likely place, and if 
I mistake not a portrait has hung on the walls there 
for years. J. McG. 

832. The Word " Pony" (2nd S., VII., 156).— 
A somewhat earlier use of the word than in the 
passage cited by Dr. Murray occurs in the first 
stanza of " Hallow Fair," generally attributed to 
Francis Sempill, of Beltrees : — 

" Maggie sae brawly was buskit, 
When Jockie was tied to his bride, 

The pownie was ne'er better whiskit 
Wi* a cudgel that hung by his side.*' 

With considerable probability, Mr. Eyre Todd con- 
jectures that the poem was composed by Sempill, 
previous to his marriage in 1655. The words quoted 
above are sometimes —but wrongly — ascribed to 
Fergusson, who also wrote a poem entitled " Hallow 
Fair." In Lydgate*s verses "On the Prospect of 
Peace," the phrase "A poleyn steede" is used, 
meaning possibly "a young steed," and perhaps 
tending to confirm Dr. Murray's view of the deriva- 
tion of the word "pony." Lydgate, it may be 
mentioned, died circa 145 1. A contributor to Notes 
and Queries, June, 1883, mentions "pony" as 
finding a place in Bailey's "Dictionary," 1736 
edition. There is, however, a reference earlier than 
that year. In Boyer's " French- English Dictionary** 
edition for 1729, the word is given as the English 
equivalent of the French bidet. Possibly it may be 
found in the ist (London) edition as well, published in 
1699. It is, perhaps, worthy of mention that in some 
early French dictionaries the alternative meaning for 
" pony " is " a little Scotch horse." Allan Ramsay, 
in the second canto of " Christ's Kirk on the Green " 
(written in continuation of King James's poem of 
the same name) has the following delecuble lines 

" The lasses babb'd about the reel, 

Gar'd a' their hurdies wallop, 
And swat like pownies whan they speel 

Up braes, or whan they gallop." 

The canto was written, the author states, in 1715. 
Two lines of in<^uiry about the use of the word look 
distinctly promising — (i) when Robert the Bruce met 
and overthrew Sir Henry de Bohun at Bannockbum 
in 13 14, he is said to have been mounted on a pony. 
Barbour calls it " a litill palfray." Was Sir Walter 
Scott, \vriting his " History" about 1828, the first to 
transform palfrey into pony ? (2) Boece's ** History 
of the Scots" includes in one of its chapters a 
description of the Orkney Isles, quoted in Professor 
Hume Brown's " Scotland before 1700." A tanu- 
lising entry in the index to the Professor's book 
about " Ponies of Orkney," and referring to Boece's 
description, leads the reader to anticipate that the 
word "pony" may have been as early as the age of 
Hector Boece. On turning to the passage, however, 
the words the historian actually uses are found to be 
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*' Their hors ar litill mair than asinis." At the same 
time the sheltie or Shetland pony— of which the 
Orkney animal was probably a variety — has long been 
known under that name. What author before 
Edmonston, whose "Account of Zetland" was pub- 
lished in 1809, has mentioned the Shetland pony? 
Let me refer to a recently published work, ** Ponies: 
Past and Present," by Sir Walter Gilby, containing 
an account of the Exmoor, New Forest, Welsh, 
Shetland and many other varieties of the pony, as 
likely to furnish information concerning the earliest 
use of the word. The book was published by Vinton 
and Co., some live or six years ago. 

W. S. 

853. The Cummings of Culter (2nd S., VIII., 
157).— Grace Helen Gumming, daughter of Robert 
Stewart Gumming of Gulter, married Victor Garreau, 
barrister-at-law, in 1851. Her husband died in 1867. 
Debrett asserts that Robert Stewart Gumming never 
assumed the baronetcy, but that his son, Sir Ken- 
neth William Gumming, did so on his father's death 
in 1847. G. H. 

834. Scots Episcopacy (2nd S., VIII., 157).— 
George John Robert Gordon of Ellon, eldest son of 
Alexander Gordon of Ellon, was born in 1812, 
married Rosa Justina, daughter of William Young 
of Rio de Janeiro, in 1843, and succeeded his father 
in 1873. Although not ''laird of Ellon" in 1852, 
there can hardly be a doubt that he was the ''G. J. R. 
Gordon " of the query. He was at one time Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary in Wur- 
temberg. G. H. 

855. Miss Gordon, Ruby Cottage (2nd S., 
VIII., 157). — In 1852 a Miss Lucy Gordon resided 
at 9 Golden Square, Aberdeen. Perhaps she may 
be the lady inquired after. J. F. M. 

836. "The Standard Habbie" (2nd S., VIII., 
i57)._««AIba," "W. B. R. W.," and ** W. S." will 
find a complete account of this stanza in "The 
Centenary Burns," edited by Henley and Henderson. 

G. W. 

840. HuNTLY IN Bombay (2nd S., VIII., 158).— 
In an old East Indian Gazetteer it is stated that 
European residents in Bombay, about eighty or 
ninety years ago, were fond of building themselves 
bungalows outside the city, and residing in them 
with their families. The name, Huntly Lodge, 
suggests such a residence, built and probably so 
called by some person belonging to the family of 
Gordon. Who he was it may now be impossible to 
determine, but at the time mentioned in the query 
there were, at least, three Gordons on the Bombay 
Medical Establishment, one of whom may con- 
ceivably have erected a " Huntly Lodge" in memory 
of the home land. I give the names as they appear 
in "An Alphabetical List of Bombay Surgeons," 
extending from 1764 to 1838:— (i) Alexander Gordon, 
Assistant Surgeon, 1805; Surgeon, 181 8; died at 



Sattarah, 1819. (2) George Gordon, Assistant Sur- 
geon, 1808; Surgeon, 1819 ; Head Surgeon, 1828; 
died in England, 1832. (3) John Gordon, Assistant 
Surgeon, 1819 ; died at Zoar, 1821. 

J. H. 

843. William Aikman (2nd S., VII., 172).— 
There is no doubt possible regarding the fact that 
William Aikman was a cadet of the important family 
of the Aikmans of Cairnie, near Arbroath, Forfar- 
shire. In Mr. J. M. McBain*s interesting volume, 
** Eminent Arbroathians," a very full account of this 
family is given; also a sketch of the career of its 
last representative, William Aikman, and a note 
pointing out the mistake made by Chambers and the 
" Encyclopedia Britannica," which has bothered 
" A.M.," and many others that I could name. 

Alan Reid. 

In reply to the query by "A. M." last month, it 
may be stated that there is in the Abbey Churchyard, 
Arbroath, a flat red sandstone slab, with the frag- 
ment of an inscription: "Hoc est tumulus Aik- 
manorum Lordburnae," the date whereon is supposed 
to be 1560. The Aikmans of Lordburn and Cairnie 
held these lands for centuries ; and in a MS. book 
by William Aikman of Cairnie, dated 1700, there is 
a local tradition that the first of the Aikmans in the 
district was an English goldsmith, brought by 
William the Lion for the purpose of doing gold and 
silver work in connection with the abbey. In the 
same book it is stated that " in the churchyard of 
this town there is a burial place belonging to them, 
built after the manner of a chest, vaulted and asseler 
work within, with this inscription on the top in very 
ancient characters, lately revised by John Aikman 
of Cairnie — * Hie jacet antiqua Aikmanor de Lord- 
burn familia,* in which there is reported to have 
been laid ten John Aikmans of this family successive 
without interruption, whereof the late John Aikman 
of Cairnie was the last." In the chapter house of 
the abbey, there is a monumental brass inscribed— 
"To perpetuate the memory of my ancestors, the 
Aikmans of Lordburn and Cairnie, this tablet is 
placed in the Abbey of Aberbrothwick, on the stones 
that covered the resting-place in the Abbey grounds 
of ten John Aikmans, the last of whom was born 
1613, and died 1693. He was designated the Gude 
Laird, o* Cairnie. His eldest son, William Aikman, 
was an eminent advocate and Sheriff of Forfarshire. 
He succeeded to Cairnie, and died 1699, and was 
buried in the Greyfiriars Kirkyard, Edinburgh. He 
was succeeded by his only son, William Aikman, 
the celebrated historical painter of Scotland, who 
sold Cairnie in 1707. He was born 1682, and died 
in 1731, and with his only son, John, rests in the 
Greyfriars Kirkyard, Edinburgh. Thomas Aikman, 
the second son of the Gude Laird o* Cairnie; was a 
lawyer of eminence, and Keeper of the Records of 
Scotland. He bought the lands of Ross and Broomel- 
ton, Hamilton, Lanarkshire. Here the representa- 
tive of the Aikman family now resides. The Abbey 
was visited by me, my wife, and eldest son, Thomas 
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S. G. H. R. Aikman, on the loth anniversary of our 
marriage, the 21st September, 1868, and this tablet 
was presented to the Town by me, the great-great- 
great-great grandson of the Gude Laird o' Cairnie, 
in affectionate remembrance of the Aiicmans of 
Lordburn and Cairnie, who resided in and near 
Arbroath for many centuries. Hugh Henry Robert- 
son Aikman, Ross House, Jan. ist, 1869." 

J. B. Leighton. 

Goodyburn, Perth. 

854. The Dean (or Den) (2nd S., VHI., 173).— 
is the name by which the valley of the Water of Leith, 
now within the city boundary of Edinburgh, is known. 
There was a house of Dean, as also a village of 
Dean, and the Dean Bridge, one of Telford's master 
works, is one of the sights of the. metropolis. I 
cannot trace Patrick Houston ; but it is well known 
that in 1705, Archibald Houston, a Writer to the 
Signet, and a prominent Edinburgh lawyer, was 
killed at the Cross, by Gilbert Kennedy of Auchty- 
fardel, Lanarkshire. Alan Reid. 

H. D. McW. will find references to the Village oi 
Dean, in the Water of Leith, Edinburgh ; to Bon- 
nington, near Leith, and to John's Coffee House in 
Parliament Close, Edinburgh, in "Old and New 
Edinburgh," by James Grant, published by Cassell 
and Co. H. A. P. 

855. John's Coffee House (2nd S., VHL, 173). 
— 'fhis celebrated howff was a great resort of the 
judges and lawyers of the i8th century, and figures 
largely in the local lore of the period. Defoe notes 
that the opponents of the Union met here to 
denounce that scheme ; but *• John's" was the head- 
quarters of the disaffected generally, as of several 
early Edinburgh Clubs. It stood near the Courts of 
Law, off the High Street, and at the north-east 
corner of the vanished Parliament Close. 

Alan Reid. 

856. BoNNiNGTON (2ndS., VHL, 173).— The 
name of a populous district lying between Edinburgh 
and Leith. Anciently it was a landed property, 
with a mansion-house which is still represented 
among the older dwellings of the district. Bishop 
Robert Keith, well known as a strenuous upholder of 
Episcopacy by pen and action, resided here in the 
troublous times of jacobitism. Though the Bishop 
lived in Bonnyhaugh, his own house, at Bonnington 
Village, I think the reference can only apply to him. 
In any case, he was much in correspondence with 
Prince Charlie, and he had the honour of Rob Roy's 
name among the subscribers to his History of the 
Church and State of Scotland." 

Alan Reid. 

858. Cruden, Author of the Concord.ance 
(2na S., VIII., 173). — The story here referred to is 
widely current, and localises itself so variously that 
I hear it is impossible now to associate it with any 
-^e place or person. It appears, for instance, in D. 



H. Edwards* notes on Edzell, when it fits a Countess 
of Lindsay. Kinghorn also claims it, where the wife 
of the parish minister was the subject of the attempt ; 
and there are other instances of the adaptability of 
this gruesome but popular legend. 

Alan Reid. 
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